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1^ THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

February 19, 1872.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. Scott, from tlie Joint Select Committee to inquire into the Condi-
tion of Affairs in the late Insurrectionary States, submitted the fol-

lowing-

EEPOPvT:

TJiejoint select committee ujjpointed 'Ho inquire into the condition of affairs

in tJie late insurrectionary States, so far as regards the execution of the

laics, and tlie safety of the lives and -property of the citizens of the United

States,'" submit the folloicing report

:

A select committee of the Senate, upon the 10th of March, 1871, made
a report of the result of their investigation into the security of person

and property in the State of North Carolina as, affected by crimes and
outrages of 'a political character, stating that, while engaged in prose-

cuting that inquiry, many complaints were made of insecurity in other

States, and leaving to the Senate to determine whether the public inter-

ests required the further pursuit of the investigation.

On the 23d of March, 1871, the President of the United States sent

to Congress a message, in which he said:

A condition of afFair.s now exists in some of the States of the Union rendering lifo

aud property insecure, and the carrying of the mails and the collection of the revenue

dangerous. 'The proof that such a condition of aifau'S exists in some localities is now
before the Senate. That the power to correct these evils is beyond the control of State

authorities, I do not doubt. That the power of the Executive of the United States,

acting within the limits of existing laws, is sufficient for present emergencies, is not

clear.

He recommended legislation to secure life, liberty, and property, and
the enforcement of law in all parts of the United States. In pursuance

of this recommendation, "An act to enforce the provisions of the four-

teenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, and for

other purposes," was passed, and approved April 20, 1871. Before the

passage of that act, this joint committee was appointed, under the fol-

lowing resolution

:

Besolved hij the Senate of the United States, {the House of Bepreseniatives concurrincj,)

That a joint committee, consisting of seven Senators and fourteen Representatives, be

appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire into the condition of the late insurrec-

tionary States, so far as regards the execution of the laws and the safety of the liyes

and property of the citizens of the United States, with leave to report, at any time

during the next or any subsequent session of Congress, the result of their investiga-

tion to either or both Houses of Congress, with such recommendations as they may

* Note. The testimony referred to in this report is contained in a series of volumes separated into

divisions accordins; to the States to which the testimony relates. There are volumes continu-

risccllaneous.
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deem expedient ; that said coiunuttce be authorized to employ clerks and stenogra-

phers, to sit dining the recess, to send for persons and papers, to administer oaths and
take testimony, and to visit, at their discretion, through sub-committees, any portions

of said Statesduriug the recess of Congress ; and the expenses of said committee shall

bo paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate, upon vouchers approved by the

chah'man of said committee.

The committee or^auized April 20, and again met iu Washington on
the 17th of May, ISVl. On the 10th, a sub-committee of eight was ap-

pointed, to proceed at once with the investigation, Avith authority to

take testimony wherever they deemed advisable, by a sub-committee of

their own number, to be reported to a nu^eting of the full committee on
the 20th of September.

This sub-committee took testimony in the city of Yv^ashiugton until

June 29, when a sub-committee of their number proceeded to the State

of South Carolina, and examined witnesses in that State until July 29.

They then rejoined the other members of the sub-committee, who had
during their absence prosecuted the investigation in Washington.
Evidence was then taken by a sub-comniittee of three until the 5th day
of August, when an adjournment took place until the 20th of September,
a sub-committee, consisting of Messrs. Pool, Buckley, and Beck, being
appointed to digest in the meantime the reports of the executive officers

of the various States upon their finances, tax and election laws. The
whole committee again assembled September 20, and remained iu ses-

sion until the 25th of that month, during which time sub-committees
were aj^pointed to visit and take testimony iu the States of North and
South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, Tennessee, Alabama, and Mis-

sissipi^i.

The evidence taken in Washington, and by a sub-committee in South
Carolina, having been reported to the joint committee, is hereby sub-
mitted ; and, as an appendix to and part of this report, is also submitted
the rei)ort of the subcommittee appointed to digest the reports of the
(executive officers of the States. The testimony taken in Georgia,
Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi, by the sub-committees visiting these
.States, is not yet prepared, and will bo submitted with a subsequent
or sui)plementary rei)ort.

^ The proceedings and debates in Congress shoAv that, whatever other
causes were assigned for disorders in the late insurrectionary States, the
execution of the laws and the security of life and i)roperty were alleged
to be most seriously threatened by the existence and acts of organ-
ized bands of armed and disguised men, known as Ku-Klux.

Inquiring, as our primary duty, into the truth of these allegations, in

those States where such acts have most recently been committed, the
investigation necessarily assumed a wider range. Not only has in-

quiry been made as to the commission of outrages, as to the execution
of the laws l)y the superior courts and inferior magistrates, but bad
legislation, ollicial incompetency, corruption, and other causes, having
been assigned as accounting for, if not justifying disorders, they, too,
liave, to a large extent, entered into the statements and opinions of
witnesses.

There is a remarkable concurrence of testimony to the effect that, iu
those of the late rebellious States into whose condition we have exam-
ined, the conrts and juries administer justice between man and man in
;tll ordinary cases, civil and criminal; and while there is this concur-
icnce on this point, the evidence is equally decisive that redress cannot
i)e obtained against those who commit crimes in disguise and at night.
The reasons assigned are that identification is difficult, almost impossi-'
ible ; that when this is attempted, the combinations and oaths of the
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order come in and release the culprit by periury either upon the witness-
stand or in the jury-box; and that the terror inspired by their acts, as
well as tlie public sentiment in their favor in many localities, paralyzes
the arm of civil power.
That this oroanization may not be looked at in the exaggerated light

of overriding all law and justice in the communities where it exists, and
that the facility witli which the well-disposed people of the South have
adapted themselves to their changed circumstances may be seen, we
introduce the statements on this subject of a few prominent men from
several of these States.

Hon. James L. Orr, formerly speaker of the national House of Eep-
resentatives, now a circuit judge in South Carolina, having spoken of
acts committed in Spartauburgh, Union, York, Newberry, Fairfield,
Lancaster, and Chester Counties, farther testifies as follows, (page 4

:)

Question. In those counties wMcli you have named, where these acts of violence have
been committed by bands of disguised and armed men, has the law, in any instance
that you arc aware of, been executed as against them ?

Answer. No, sir ; the trouble is to find* out who they are. If persons know, they are
afraid to disclose their knowledge.

Question. In other parts of the State can justice be administered in all ordinary
cases, civil or criminal, arising between man and man ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I think so—all violations of the right of persons and property.
Take, for instance, the county of Abbeville, v.'here the negro element is largely in the
majority ; at the last term of the court only, I think, I sentenced eleven colored men
to the penitentiary for various offenses. In some of those cases there was a majority
of colored men on the juries.

Question. Do you find any difficulty in administering justice in your circuit, tlirough
the medium of mixed juries, whether the parties on trial be white or black ?

Ansioer. My experience is, that there is more indulgence shown by white juries to a
colored man upon trial than is shown to a white man. I think that juries, as a gen-
eral rule, would make more allowance or apology where a negi'o has committed an
offense than they would in the case of a white man committing the same offense, on
the ground that he ought to have more intelligence than to do such a thing. In that
point of view, so far as my observation has gone, I think, if there is any leaning, it has .

been by the white man toward administering the law gently to the colored man.

Mr. Simpson Bobo, a leading lawyer of Spartauburgh County, South
Carolina, says, (page 799 :)

Question. So far as concerns the ordinary offenses in the community, such as larceny,
&c., against the rights of jaroperty, you think yom.' courts afford an adequate means of
redress i?

Jnsiver. Yes, sir, adequate, I think ; and all the better class of our people have uui-
tormly, Avithont exception, so far as I ha%^e reason to believe, in s\^:-h cases brought*
tliese cases to justice by indictment.

Qtiesiion. In the ordinary litigation between man and man, involving civil contracts,

is there any difficultv in procuring justice in the coiu'ts ?

J nsM'fir. None at all. I mean now. I ought to make some reservation. I say none
at all. We have had no judges competent to manage the cases; but, so far as the au-
thorities of the law are concerned, there have been no obstructions until we get cases

mto court. We have cases in our court that have been here more than ten years, and
could not get them disposed of for want of a judge.

Question. There were no courts held during the war at all, were there?
Ansicer. They did not do much business; there were no cases for debt upon contract

during the war, but all other matters went on as formerly.
Question. Is there any other class of cases exc ept those for injury inflicted upon men

by parties in disguise, and where the y could not be identified, for wliich there has not
been adequate remedy in the courts ?

Ansiver. I think none other.

Ex-GoverE^r Parsons, of Alabama, says, (page 98 :)

Question. Is it your opinion that in any of these Southern States, with, perhaps, the

exception of South Carolina, this organization, if it exists at all, as a general proposi-

tion, is so strong that the State courts and the State authorities cannot controlit with-

out the aid of the military power of the Federal Government?
Answer. I cannot speak with regard to South Carolina, or any other State, so well as

of my own. My opinion is that in the heavy negro counties, as we call them in our
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State, tbcrc is a state of public opiuion which completely overrides the law, which re-

fuses to enforce it with respect to a certain class of oti'euders and a certain description

of offenses. ,

Qiteslion. How many counties of that kind are there in Alabama ?

Ansiver. In my opinion, a great many of thcso negro counties. I say so because I

have no information of all the murders that have been perpetrated, but they are nu-
merous, and I have never known an instance iu which a man has been convicted of

killing a negro.

Governor Lindsey saj's, (page IGl
:)

Question. You think, then, that in the courts of the State of Alabama tlie civil rights

of all persons, wilhouL regard to race or color, can be adequately protected and secure?
Jtisiccr. I du, ^Jr.

Qitcsiioii. You think that in all cases of prosecution for crime justice can be admin-
istered against all offenders ?

Anawer. I have no hesitancy in saying that the juries of that State will render ver-

dicts according to the law and the evidence with as much honesty and fidelity to-day
as they would have done at anj'' time in the historj^ of the State. And I may add here
that in my section of the State the colored man has been especially the recipient of
care and watchfulness on the part of the circuit judges in that country.

General Clanton, of the same State, "says, (page 244:)

Question. You think, then, on a general view of the whole condition of Alabama,
that, so far as the enforcement of law and order is concerned, it is on the average a«
good as that of any other State ?

Jnsuer. Yes, sir; as good as any other State.

Hon. Liitbcr E. Smitb, jiitlge of the seventli judicial circnit iu Ala-
bama, testifies, (page 108:)

Que.^tion. In the administration of justice, then, is there i)ractically any obstacle in

any cases other than those of offenses committed by armed bands of disguised men ?

AnsufT. I think not.
Question. Have they been, or can they be, brought to justice?
Ansirer. They have not been ; I doubt very^ much whether they pan be now, although

I can say that, in the county of Pickens, when I last held court, there had been a very
nuirktd improvement in the sentiment of the community in reference to the enforce-
ment of law and order.

Question. To what do you attribute thiit improvement ?

Avsuer. To the fact that men iu disguise have gone butside of the political scope of
offenses— have gone to parties who had affiliated with thtMiiselves in politics, and have
endeavored, for mercenary motives, to drive them out of the country.

From tlie testimony of M. H. Wliitaker, a practicing lawyer at
Meridian, Mississippi, we quote, (page 107:)

Question. Then go back to the first general question, and state in regard to the execu-
tion of the laws, and the security of life, person, and property in your State.

Ansn-a: I think that, as a general thing, the laws are executed, as I said before, about
as well as they Avcro previous to the present state of affairs down there, at least so far
as I have o))s<:ive(l. Before the war I was rather young, and did not participate in
these things mueli ; I was not practicing law before the war. But' so far as my obser-
v;ition has gone, 1 think the laws of the State of Mississippi are now enforced as well
a-s they have beretofore 1)e(m, in tlie section of the country in which I live. There
were isr)liited cases heretofore, which were never reached, iSoeanse of the inability of
witnesses to identify the parties who violated the law. It is impossible in some cases
to identify th(t jiarties who commit these outrages.

.To.shua S. Morris, attorney general of Mississippi, says, (page 311
:)

Question. Have there tiot been some proceedings in the United States courts of your
State against tlio Kn-Khix?

Answer. Yr s, sir; and I think they have had a salutary effect.
Question. Hiive the State courts failed to check the operations of this Ku-Klux

orgjinization ?

Anmeer. I think they liavc—not hecauso of any w.ant of dispositiort to do it, but
bc^causo of the impracticable character of the attempt.

The evid(MH'oof Aml)rose K. Wright, a lawyer and editor of Augusta,
Georgia, i.'^, (page L'G4:)

Question. Wo are endeavoring (o ascertain how far outrages are l)eing committed in
the Stale of Georgia; what is the general condition of your people as a law-abiding
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people or otherwise ; how far life aud property are secure ; ami if, from any cause, thev
iire not secure, what is that cause. State the general condition of the people in your
country in regard to law and order, as fully as you can, without heing particularly
interrogated.

Anstcei: Well, sir, the condition of affairs in Georgia is good. The laws, so far as I
know, and my information is very general, are enforced by the courts ; there is less
crime there now, and there has been less for the last twelve or eighteen months, per-
haps, than for any other time within the last ten or fifteen years.

C. D. Forsyth, solicitor of the Eome judicial circuit, Georgia, answers
thus. Laving stated that three men had been convicted of robbery,
when in disguise, in Chattanooga County, (pages 23, 24 :)

Question. Do you know whether, as a general rule, so far as you have any informa-
tion upon the subject, the offences committed by these armed bodies of men in other
places have been prosecuted aud punished ?

Answer. I have not heard of any case of conviction. I suppose that those I hava
myself convicted are all that have been convicted in the State.

Question. Do you think that in that community there is in any indisposition to testify
through fear—to give information against these bands on account of the fear produced
by them ?

Answer. I think that has been the case to a very considerable extent, and it is yet to
some extent. But in my circuit I am satisfied now that I have the co-operation of most
of the officers of the court. I have labored to that end, and I think I have succeeded.

Question. Do you have the co-oi^eration of the community ?

Answer. Well, sir, they are divided.

Question. How divided ?

Answer. There is a portion of the people who are very anxious to see the Klan
broken uj), and to see these parties punished, while there are some, of course, that T>fill

justify it.

Question. Palliate it or excuse it ?

Anstvei: Yes, sir.

While there is this general concurrence of evidence as to the efiicieucy

of the administration of justice by the superior courts, there are com-
plaints that in some instances incompetent judges have been appointed

;

numerous complaints of the incapacity of many of the inferior magis-

trates ; and in several of the States the governors are charged with an
abuse of the pardoning power, especially in favor of the negroes ;

all

of which, assigned as causes for disorder, will be noticed when we come
to consider those causes. The inquiry into the present condition of the

late insurrectionary States necessarily involved the history of the suc-

cessive steps which have led to that condition as affected by the bands

already referred to ; and before proceeding to consider their present

situation, we trace, so far as w^e are able to do so from the testiuiony

and from official reports, the origin, extent, purposes, and mode of op-

eration of this heretofore secret and mysterious organization, aud the

causes assigned for its existence and earlier actions.

There are expressions of belief by United States military officers and

others that secret organizations were formed in the insurrectionary

States soon after the close of the w^ar, hostile to, and intended to em-

barrass the Government of the United States and of the States in the

l)roper administration of the affairs of the country. Among these were

the statements made by Major General Thomas before the reconstruc-

tion committee, in February, 18G0, and by General Meade, in his official

report for 1868 as commander of the Department of the South. General

Thomas testified as follows :

Question. Do you know anything from information or report of secret organizations

in the South said to be hostile to the Government of the United States ?

Answer. I have received several communications to that effect ; but the persons who
have given me this information have desired that their names should not be, men-

tioned, and as vet no direct accusations have been made in regard to any one person or

any class of persons. There ha\e beeu steps taken to ascertain the truth ot the matter.

The persons communicating with me are reliable and truthful, aud I beheve then-
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statements are correct in the main. But how far this disaffection extends, I am not as

vet able to say. It does exist to a certain extent, and I am taking measures to obtain

as much information on the subject as I can.

Question. To what States does this information relate ?

Jnswcr. It relates to all the States lately in rebellion.

General Meado says, (Report of Secretary of War, 18GS-'G9, vol. 1,

p. 81:)
Soon after takiug command of the Department, I received communications from tho

<»overnors of North and South Carolina, urging the use of the troops in sustaining tho

civil government in those States, and notifying me of their possessing satisfactory

evidence of armed bodies being organized for the purpose of overthrowing tho Govern-

ment. I had previously received similar communications from the governors of Georgia,

Florida, and ^Uabama.

Xeitbcr of these statements refers by name to tlie Ku-Klux EJan,

but they cover the period during ^'hich it made its appearance. Its

gradual development may be traced by beariug in mind these facts, and
taking up the evidence of General K B. Forrest, given before this com-

mittee. As he fixes the earliest date for the existence of the Ku-Klux,
assigns several motives for their organization, and possessed their con-

fidence so far as to know their signs and passwords, and to be able, as

he alleges, to disband them in 1868, we proceed to consider and compare
his various statements. His name having, as he states, been frequently

used by the public as the organizer or controller of this order, it is due
to him that his own words, as far as possible, be used in giving his ac-

count of his relations to it, and we urge the reader desirous of forming
a correct judgment, to a careful perusal of his whole testimony.

After referring to an interview with General Forrest, published in

the Cincinnati Commercial of September, 18G8, and his subsequent cor-

rection by letter of statements made in it, the examination proceeds,

(pages G and 7 :)

Qiusliou. Well, with your assent, I will put the whole of this account of the inter-

view and your letter of correction, into the testimony.* I will now ask if at that time
you had any actual knowledge of the existence of any such order as the Ku-Ivlux ?

Answer. 1 had, fiom information from others.

Qucslion. "Will you state who they were who gave you that information ?

Ansuxr. One or two of the parties are dead now.
<?ucs/ioH. Who were they?
Ans'iccr. One of them was a gentleman by the name of Saunders.
Question. Did he reside in Tennessee "i

Ansjvcr. No, sir; ho resided in Mississippi, then. He afterward died by poison, at

Asheville, North Carolina.
Question. Did any other person give you that information ?

Ansuer. Yes, sir ; I heard others say so, but I do not recollect the names of them
now. I say to you, frankly, that I think tho organization did exist in 18013 and 18G7.

Qucsliun. Ill what portions of the country ?

Annuo: I do not think it existed anywhere except in Middle Tennessee. There may
have been sonio in a small portion of West Tennessee; but if there was any, it was
very hcattoriug.

Question. Uiuler what name is it your belief it existed at that time ?

Ansucr. Sumo called them Pale Faces, some called them Ku-Klux. I believe they
were iniiliT two names.

Qucxiion. Had they .an ofTTicer known as a commander?
Answer. I presume they did.

Question. Was their orgaiiizalion military in its character?
AnsHur. No, sir; I think not.
Question. Were they subject to command and drill in any military form ?

Answer. They were like tho Loyal Leagues, and met occasionally and dispersed
again. 'J'he Loyal Leagues existed about that time, and I think this wasasort of offset
gotten uj) against tlie Loyal Leagues. It was in Tennessee at the time ; I do not think
it wfts g(!n(!ral.

Question. Had it a political purjwHO then ?

Answer. I think it uad not then ; it had no ])c)litical purpose.

• It will \w f(.iin<l on pane :t2 of Misiellancous Testimony.
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Question. You say it was organized like tbe Loyal Leagues, or in opposition to them ?
Ansiccr. I think it was in opposition.
Question. "Was the purpose of the Loyal Leagues political ?

Answer. I do not presume it was ; I do not know what it was.
Question. What did you understand to be the purpose of the two organizations ?

Ansivcr. I can tell you Avhat I think the purpose of the organization that you first
spoke of was; I think it was for self-protectiou.

Question. You mean now what is called Ku-Klux ?

Ansu-er. Yes, sir ; I think that organization arose about the time the militia were
called out, and Governor Brownlow issued his proclamation stating that the troops would
not be injured for what they should do to rebels ; such a proclamation was issued. There
was a great deal of iusecurity felt by the southern people. There were a great many
northern men coming down there, forming Leagues all over the country. The neoroes
were holding night meetings; were going about; were becom.ing very insolent ;° and
the southern people all over the State were very much alarmed. I think many of the
organizations did not have any name

;
parties organized themselves so as to be ready

in case they were attacked. Ladies were ravished by some of these negroes, who were
tried and put in the penitentiary, but were turned out in a few days afterward. There
was a great deal of iusecurity in the country, and I think this organization was got up
to protect the weak, with no political intention at all.

Question. Do I understand you to say that the Loyal League organization in Tennes-
see countenanced or iiromoted crimes of the kind which you have mentioned ?

Ansicei'. I do not know that they promoted them ; but those crimes were not pun-
ished ; there was very little law then.

Question. Was this before the organization of the S^ate government, or did it con-
tinue afterward?

Anstver. Well, it continued so for a year afterward.
Question. How long, according to your information, did this Ku-Klux organization

exist ?

Answer. I think it was disorganized in the early part of 1868.

Question. Did it continue until after the presidental election ?

Ansicer. No, sir ; I think it was in the latter part of 1867, or the early part of 1868; I

do not know the exact date.

Question. Where can we get the information as to the manner of its dissolution and
the time of it?

Answer. I do not know where you can get it. I never got any positive information,
except that it was generally uuderstood that the organization was broken up.

Question. Who were understood to belong to it ?

Ansioer. Men of the Southern States, citizens. ^
Question. Did they speak to you without hesitation of the organization, as if it

required no concealment ?

Answer. No, sir ; they did not.

Question. Did they deny or admit its existence ?

Answer. They did not do either ; they did not deny it or admit it. It was understood
though, among the southern people, that this organization had disbanded about the
time of the nomination of candidates for President of the United States.

Question. When they proceeded to carrj^ out the objects of the organization, did they
do it in numbers, by riding in bands ?

Ansicer. I do not know ; I never saw the organization togetjier in my life ; never saw
them out in any numbers, or anything of the kind.

Question. Did you get the same information in regard to that as you did in regard to

its origin and its disbanding ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I understood that they patrolled communities—rode over neighbor-
hoods.

Question. Did they go in disguise ?

AnswerT I suppose some of them did.

Question. Was that the general understanding?
Answer. That was the rumor.
Question. Did they proceed to the extent of whipping or killing men ?

Answer. I heard of men being killed, but I did not know who did it.

Question. Was it done by these persons in disguise ?

Answer. Well, yes, sir; there were men killed in Tennessee and in Mississippi by
bands in disguise. There were men found down there disguised, white men and ne-

groes both.
'

The time of tbe organization is thus fixed in 186G, and by reference

to the proclamation of Governor Brownlow. Its existence continued,

according to this statement, only until the earlj part of 18G8. His

attention, however, being called to this subject again, he speaks ot

/
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having gotten tlie sign of the order early in 18G7, and proceeds as fol-

lows, (page 12:)

Question. How did you get to kuow tlie signs?

Ansicer. It was given to me by one -who, I suppose, was one of the members.
Question. Did ho understand you to be one ?

Ansivci: No, sir, not at that time.

Question. How camo he to give it to you ?

Ansicer. I asked him to give it to me in order that I might try and check the thiog
;

I was trying to keep it down as much as possible.

Question. Who was he ?

Answer. This man Saunders, who, I told you, died at Asheville, North Carolina; he
was poisoned by his wife there.

Question. When was it ?

Answer. In 18G7 ; the early part of 1867.

Question. Were you trying to suiipress the organization, or the outrages you speak of?
Answer. I was trying to suppress the outrages.
Question. Outrages committed by colored men ?

Ansicer. By all people; my object was to keep peace.

Question. Did you want to suppress that organization ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I did supiiress it.

Question. How ?

Aiiswer. Had it broken up and disbanded.
Question. What influence did you exert in disbanding it?

Ansicer. I talked with difierent people that I believed were connected with it, and
Brged its disbandment, that it should be broken up. r. ;,

And upon being again questioned as to time of disbanding it, he
changed the date as follows :

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Wlien was it dispersed ?

Ansicer. In the early part of 1808.

Question. Do you mean in the spring of 1868?
Answer. Yes, sir ; well, it might have been in the early part of the summer months y

I cannot say; I do not kuow now.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. This communication in the Cincinnati Commercial bears date of the Ist
of September, 1868. Were you speaking of the then existing state of things, or a per-
viously existing state of things ?

Answer, The letter I wrote was in answer to the letter this man had written.
Question. That was in September ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And you think that at that time the organization had been disbanded ?

A nswer. W^ell, it must have been later than that ; it must have been in the latter part
of 1868, 1 reckon, that it was disbanded.

Question. Later than you first thought ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; I think it must have been in the latter part of 1868.
Question. The date of this communication would indicate that it was later than you

first said?
Answer. Yes, sir.

In the interview referred to, the reporter represented General Forrest
as having said of the Ku-KIux:

Well, sir; tlicro is such an organization not only in Tennessee, but a\\ over the
South, and its numbers have not been exaggerated.

Question. Wliat are its numbers. General ?

Ansicer. In Tennessee there are over 40,000; in all the Southern States about 550,000
men.

In his letter written on the 3d of September, 18G7, to correct the por-
tions of the interview to which he objected, ho said

:

I said it was r<])orted, and I bclicived the report, that tlicro are 40,000 Ku-Klux in
Tonnessev, and i Ix-licve llio organization stronger in other States.

His attention being directed to this correction, the following ensued,
(page 5:)

Is tjiat the correction which you made of the statement that I read to you in regard
to your saying that there were 40,000 Ku-Klux in Tennessee?
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Ansiccr. I made that Btatement. I believed so then, for it was cnrrently repoi'tecl that
there were that number of men.

On the same page again, lie says :

I told him that I believed there was an organization in Tennessee, and that it had
been reported 40,000 strong. I told him that ; I said that.

On page 4 he had stated

:

So far as numbers were concerned, I made no statement.

The subject being again recarred to, (page 2G,) results thus

:

By Mr. Stevexsox :

Question. Now, to go back to this talk with Mr. Woodward ; did you not teU him that
you believed there were forty thousand Ku-Ivlux in Tennessee ?

Ansicer, I did not, most emphatically; I told him no such thing, because I. did not
know how many there were.

Question. Did you not tell him that it was reported and that you believed there were
forty thousand of them in Tennessee ?

Answer. I told him it was reported so.

Question. And did you not tell him that you believed so ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Did you not believe it ?

Answer. I did not, for I had no more idea than you had how many there were there.

Question. Did you tell him that it was reported that there were forty thousand in

Tennessee, and you believed it, and that they were stronger in other Southern States?
Answei'. I did not. I told him it was reported—I may probably have said that to

him—that there were forty thousand in Tennessee. It was reported so, and your papers
stated it.

Eecalling the words used by the witness, (page 6,) " Some call them
Pale Faces, some call them Ku-Klux ; I believe they were under two
names," we place here for consideration, in connection with that state-

ment, the following, from his testimony on pages 22 and 23—an admis-

sion that he was a member of the Pale Faces

:

Question. Did you not hear of it in Louisiana ?

Ansicer. No, sir.

Question. Did you hear of the Knights of the White Camelia there ?

Answer. Yes ; they were reported to be there.

Question. Were you ever a member of that order ?

Answer. I was.
Question. You were a mpmber of the Knights of the White Camelia?
Answer. No, sir ; I never was a metnber of the Knights of the White Camelia.

Question. What order was it that you were a member of ?

Ansicer. An order they called the Pale Faces—a diflerent order from that.

Question. Where was that organized ?

Ansicer. I do not know.
Question. Where did you join it?

Answer. In Memphis.
Question. When?
Answer. It was in 1867 ; but that was a dififerent order firom this.

Question. What was that ?

Answer. Something like Odd Fellowship, Masonry—orders of that sort—for the pur-

pose of protecting the weak and defenseless, &c.
Question. Something on the same principles that the Ku-Klux afterward had?

Ansicer. Something similar to that, only it was a different order, for the purpose of

preventing crime, and for the purpose of protecting each other in case of sickness, or

anything—preventing disorder.

Question. By whom f

Answer. By anybody.
Question. From whom did you apprehend disorder ?

Ansicer. We apprehended disorder at that time from nearly everybody. There was

a great deal of disorder from all i)olitical parties.

Question. Particularly from what class ?
• xi, i

Answei. From both classes. There was the greatest bitterness there betwixt the sol-

diers of the two armies—not particularly so in my neighborhood, but in East Tennes-

see and in portions of Middle Tennessee. About Memphis we had no trouble at aU j

wo never had any trouble at Memphis. .

Question. You had this order there ?
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Answer. It existed there.

Question. Did it extend over Tennessee ?

Jnsicci: I do not know whether it did or not.

Question. Had that order any coustitutiou ?

Atisivcr. I never saw any, if it had one.

The correspondent who published the interview in the Cincinnati

Commercial had represented General Forrest as saying of the Ku-
Klux

:

It is a protective, political, military organization. I am willing to show any man the
constitution of the society. The members are sworn to recognize the Government of

the United States. It does not say anything at all about the government of the State
of Tennessee. Its objects originally were protection against Loyal Leagues and the
Grand Army of the Republic ; but after it became general, it was found that political

matters and interests could best bo promoted within it, and it was then made a polit-

ical organization, giving its support, of course, to the democratic party.

Upon the subject of a constitution of the order, he testified as follows:

Question. Had you ever a constitution of the order ?

Ansiier. I saw one
;
yes, sir.

Question. Where was that ?

Answer. That was in Memphis.
Question. Who had it V

Ansicei: Well, it was sent to me in a letter.

Question. Ilavo you that constitution yet ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. What has become of it?

Answer. Well, I burned up the one I had.
Question. Who sent it to you ?

Answer. That I cannot tell.

Question. Did it come anonymously?
Ansica: Yes, sir ; it came to mo anonymously.
Question. What was the purport of it ?

Answer. The purjiort of that constitution, as far as I recollect it now, was that the
organization was formed for self-protection. The first obligation they took, if I recol-

lect it aright, was to abide by and obey the laws of the country ; to protect the weak

;

to protect the women and children ; ol)ligating themselves to stand by each other in

case of insurrection or anything of that sort. I think that was about the substance
of the obligation.

Question. Was it a secret organization ?

Answer. I presume it was.
Qitestion. Did it so purport to be in the constitution?
Answer. Yes, sir; I think so.

Question. The constitution required secrecy ?

Ansicer. I think it required secrecy.

Question. Did it require the mendiers of the society to obey the orders of all superior
oflicers ?

Ansieer. Yes, sir; I think so.

Question. Under wliat penalty ?

Answer. I do not think there was any penalty attached ; I do not recollect now.
Question. Did it refer to a ritual, or a mode of initiation?
Ansicer. I think it did.

Question. Wliat was the name of the organization given in that constitution ?

Answer. Ku-Khix.
Question. It was called Ku-Klux ?

Anstcer. No, sir; it was not called Ku-Klux. I do not think there was any name
given to it.

Question. No name given to it ?

A7i8wa: No, sir ; I do not think there was. As well as I recollect, tliere were three
stars in iilaco of a name. I do not think there was any name given to it.

Question. 'I'hat is, wlien it came to the name thero Avas a blank, and stars in the
Wank T

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Signilying that tlio name was to be kept secret f

Answer. You arc to place your own construction on that.
Question. TJiat is tlio way it stood—the name of the organization loft blank, and stars

in its i)lace

—

(iiat is the way it stood in the constitution ?

Amwcr. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you any idea how that camo to bo sent to you ?
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Ansiver. No, sir ; I do not know liow it came to be sent to me.
Question. From what point was it sent ?

Ans7CGr. It was mailed from some place in Tennessee ; I do not recollect no'w what
point it was mailed from. I was getting at that time from fifty to one hundred letters
a day, and had a private secretary writing all the time. I was receiviihg letters from
all the Southern States : men complaining, being dissatislied, persons whose friends had
been killed, or their families insulted, and they were writing to me to know what they
ought to do.

QneMion. Was there any request of any character to you in connection with tliis

constitution ?

Anstcer. No, sir.

Question. There was no written communication along with it ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Nothing to signify from whom it came ?

Anstvei: No, sir.

Question. Vv^as there anything to show where it was jirinted ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. No printer's name on it ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. No place at which it was printed ?

Ansiver. No ; there was nothing indicating where it was printed ; there was nothing
to indicate that ; I am certain there was not.

Question. It was the constitution of a secret society, organized where ?

Answer. Well, it did not say.

Question. Do you believe that constitution was the basis of the organization which
you say existed iu Tennessee ?

Answei: I think it was.
Question. Did it require an organization in each county?
Ansiver. Well, I cannot say whether it did or not; I do not know whether they had

an organization in each county or not.

Question. Did the constitution require it?
Ansiver. I think not.

Question. Was there a mode of getting np subordinate and superior organizations ?

Answer. . Well, I presume there was ; I do not recollect now. Well, if I had thought
this thing would have come up in that shape, I would have tried to have gotten hold
of one of these jn-escripts, as they were called, to give to you.

Here we ask the reader to note three points in this testimony : first,

the mysterious manner iu which the constitution reached General For-
rest ; second, the fact that at the time he was receiving from fifty to one
hundred letters per day from all the Southern States, from i^eople he did
not know, asking him how they were to get redress for alleged injuries;

third, that, although the word constitution had been used throughout
his examination, he says, finally, when details are asked for, that it was
called Sb prescript.

This was before any reference had been made to a "prescript" by any
one else in the committee ; his change of phrase occurring in page 10 of

his examination, and the " prescript," which we now i^roceed to examine,
being introduced on page 28. He said then he did not believe it was
the same as the one he received—something- different, but gotten up on
the same general plan. An examination of that whole document is

invited, and the probability that the "empire" corresponds with a
national organization, the "realm" with a State, the "dominion" with
a district, the " province " with a county, and the " den " with the lowest

organization of the order, will strike any one who studies its operations.

It contains internal evidence that -the organization existed before May,
1867, w^as expected to continue three years from that date, and then be
again renewed. [Art. Y.]

This "prescript" was produced in the contested election case of

Sheefe against Tilman, and is testified as ha\dng been obtained in Ten-

nesssee from a rebel soldier. (Mis. Doc. Ho. Eep., No. 53, 41st Cong.,

'2d sess., pp. 264, 266.)

With this account of it, we desire to place some of its provisions in

contrast with portions of General Forrest's testimony, leaving the infer-
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ence to be drawu whether the provisious of the one hsive any influence

upon the other. Ei^curring- to his account of how he obtained the " pre-

script," we arc struck with the following provision in defining the powers
of the highest officer in the order

:

FOKHKST, (page 10:)rjREScrtirT.

Ho shall havo the sole power to issue

copies of tliis prescript through his subal-

terns and deputies, for tho organization

and establishment of subordinate *s. —
Ai't. iv.

Article VIII. No one shall be a mem-
her of this * xinless ho shall take the fol-

lowing oath or obligation*:

I, , of my own free will and ac-
cord, and iu thopresenceof Almighty God,
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
never reveal to any one not a member of
tho **, by any intimation, sign, symbol,
word, or act, or iu any other manner
whatever, any of the secrets, signs, grips,

passwords, mysteries, or purposes of the
**, or that I am a member of the same, or
that I know of any one who is a member,
and that I will abide by the prescript and
edicts of the **. So help me God.

Qiicudoii. Did you act upon that pre-

script ?

Answer. No, sir.

Qncsliou. Did you take any steps for or-

ganizing under it ?

AnsuTi: I do not think I am compelled
to answer any question that would impli-

cate me in auj^thing ; I believe tho law
does not require that I should do anything
of the sort.

Question. Do you place your declinatioB
to answer upon that ground V

Aumver. I do not.

(Pago 11 :)

Question. Were there any organizations
of this ordor, whatever it may be, in your
neighborhood after that time ?

Ansiccr. I presume there were before.

Question. Were there any afterward 1

Answer. I think there were.
Question. Do you know any of the mem-

bers of them ?

Anstver. No, sir, not now, I do not recol-

lect tho members of them.
Question. Did you know at that time

who were the members ?

Answer. I do not remember.
Question. Can you now tell us who were

the members, or any single member, of
that organization ?

Answer. [After a pause.] Well, that is

a question I do not want to answer now.
Question. You decline to answer ?

Answer. I would prefer to have a little

time, if you will permit me.

By Mr. 8ti:vensox :

Question. What is your reason for want-
\
ing time 'I

Anstver. I want to study up and find out
who they were, if I have got to answer the
question ; that is the reason.

By the Chairman :

Question. What length of lime will you
probably require ?

Answer. Well, sir, I do not know that I
could say now, as I am in the midst of this
examination. I would like you to pass
that over for tho juescut, and let mo have
some time to think over it.

On page 29 the request is renewed thus

:

By tho Ciiaii:man:

Question. Yon desired time to consider Avhethcr you would give us the names of those
persons whoso names were askisd of you.
Answer. I cannot give you tho names of those people ; I do not recollect them.
Question. You gave tho name of one man who was dead; another who was also dead

you did not give tho name of if

Answer. Two of these men have gone out of the country ; they are not in the coun-
try now.

Question. Who are they 7

Answer. One was nanutd Jones.
^^tte«/ion. What was his fust name?
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Answer. He has gone to Brazil, and has been there for two or three years.
Question. What was the name of the other ?

Answer. I am trying to think who he was ; I cannot call his name to mind now.
Question. Are those all the names yon wish to give or can give ?

Aiisu'cr. I might give you more names if I had time to think about the thing. Of
course I have not had time to think this thing over since we spoke about it a while
ago, for I have been interrogated all the time busily.
Mr. Stevenson. I should like to have it understood that this witness will give us

these names as soon as ho can remember them. If he (;punot remember them in time
to appear before the committee and give them, then that he will send in writing to the
chairman a list of such names as he may hereafter remember.

°

The Chairman. That will be very desirable.

The names liave not been furnislied. The question is suggested, Has
the clause in the oath requiring the concealment of who are members
any influence in thus consigning to oblivion all his associates except
the dead, and Jones in Brazil '?

Peescript.

Art. XII. The origin, designs, mysteries,
and ritual of this * shall never be written,
but the same shall be communicated orally.

III. Any member may be expelled from
the * by a majority vote of .the officers and
Ghouls of the den to wbich he belongs ; and
if after expulsion such member shall assume
any of the duties, regalia, or insignia of the
*, or in any way claim to be a member of
the same, lie shall be severely j)unished.
His obligation of secrecy shall be as bind-
ing upon him after expujsion as before, and
for any revelation made by him thereafter
he shall be held accountable in the same
manner as if he were then a member.

VIII. Any member who shall reveal or
betray the secrets or purposesof this * shall
suffer the extreme penalty of the law.

Forrest, (page 11.)

Question. Do youremember whether there
were any signs or pass-words referred to in
the prescri^it ?

Answer. I think there were.
Question. Were they given in it, or did the

prescript refer to a ritual or mode of initi-

ation for the signs ?

Ansuvr. I think the prescript referred to
a ritual.

Question. Do you know what any ofthose
signs and pass-words were ?

Anstver. 1 did know, but I have not
thought of it in two years, and I do not
know that I could give one of them.

Question. If you can give one now, do so.

Answer. 1 do not believe I could. You
will have to let that f»ass over a little while,

if it is ne(jessary to answer it, for it is a
matter that has gone out of my knowledge
for eighteen months or two years ; I have
not thought of it in that time.

Qxiestion. Your impression is that the
pass-words and signs were not given in the
prescript, but were referred to in the rituai.

or mode of initiation ?
,

Answer. I am not able to answer that ques-

tion ; I do not know whether they were or

not.

Question. Have you ever seen those signs

used among any of the men in Alabama or

Jlississippi ?

Anstver. I never have ; I have never seen
the organization together.

Question. Or in Tennessee

?

Ansiver. I have never seen the organiza-

tion together in numbers.
Question. Well, without seeing it togeth-

er, have you ever seen those signs used for

the purpose of recognition between indi-

viduals f

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think I have.
Question. You recognized the signs ?

Answer. Well, yes,"l understood it.

Question. Understanding it, then, do you

still wish time to consider whether you
could give them or not ?

Ansiver. I cannot give you one of them
correctly now to save my life ; I have no

idea I could. It was a matter I knew very

little about ; I had very little to do with

it. All my efibrts were addressed to stop

it, di.sband it, and prevent it.
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"When it is considered tliat the origin, designs, mysteries, and ritual

of the order are made secrets ; that the assumption of its regalia or the

revelation of any of its secrets, even by an expelled member, or of its

purposes by a member, will be visited by " the extreme penalty of the

law," the difficulty of procuring testimony upon this point may be ap-

preciated, and the denials of the purposes, of membership in, and even
of the existence of the order, should all be considered in the light of

these provisions. This contrast might be pursued further, but our de-

sign is not to connect General Forrest with this order, (the reader may
form his own conclusion upon this question,) but to trace its develop-

ment, and from its acts and consequences gather the designs which are

locked up under such penalties. This particular organization, it may
also be stated, reveals that it was to operate as the Ku-Klux do—by
night.

,

PrESCKIPT.
I

FOREEST.

Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the Grand
Ensign to take charge of the grand banner
of the *, to preserve it sacredly, and pro-

tect it carefully, and to bear it on all occa-

sions of parade or ceremony, and on such
other occasions as the Grand Cyclops may
direct it to be flung to the night-breeze.

APPEIXATION.

Article I. This organization shall be
styled and denominated the * * .

Question. What was the name of the or-

ganization given in that coustitution ?

Anstver. The Ku-Klux.
Question. It was called Ku-Klux?
Ansiver. No, sir; it was not called Ku-

Klux. I do not think there was any name
given to it.

Question. No name given to itf

Aiistver. No, sir ; I do not think there
was. As well as I recollect, there were
three stars in the place of a name. I do
not think there was any name given to it.

Question. That is, when it came to the
name there was a blank, and stars in the
blank?

Anstcer. Yes, sir.

Question. Signifying .that the name was
to be kept n secret ?

Answer, You are to place your own con-
struction on that.

Question. That is the way it stood—the
name of the organization left blank, and
stars in its place—that is the way it stood
in the coustitution ?

Ansioer. Yes, s,u:

Frequent incidental reference is made by witnesses, some of them
members of the Klan, to General Forrest as its reputed head.
As this organization is said to have continued until 18G8, we insert

here extracts from the evidence of two witnesses examined in South
Carolina, both of whom distinctly swear they were members of the Ku-
Klux organizations in that year. A point of corroboration that the
organizations were the same in Tennessee and South Carolina exists, it

will be observed, in that the " Grand Cyclops " is the name of the chief offi-

cer of a den corresponding both with the " prescri])t" already referred

to, and with the disclosures made in Memphis in April, 18G8, referred

to hereafter in the statement of General Thomas. Before giving these
extracts in further illustration of the character of the organization and
its eflects upon its members, it is proper to say that one of the v.itnesses,

John W. Tomlinson, is a physician by jnofession, keeps a drug-store in

Yorkville, South Carolina, and is in ])olitics a democrat. The other, B.
F. Briggs, was a maiuilacturer, is now a iarmcr and a member of the
house of representatives of South Carolina, supported Seymour and
Blair in 18(j8, and is now, to use his own description of himself, politi-

cally, "a national republican anti-radical," "not a southern radical."

"With this knowledge of their standing and the fact that they were sepa-
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rately examined, the one not hearing what the other testified, the fol-

lowing extracts will be appreciated as exhibiting tlieir consistency with
themselves and with each other

:

ToJiLixsoN, (page 1267.)

Question. Ave you a member of any secret

organization in this country, except the
Masons, to which you referred ?

Answer. I suppose I did. join the " Sons
of Temperance," but the organization broke
up. That is the only secret organization
I ever was a member of.

Question. Are you a member of any other
secret organization ?

Ansxve7\ No, sir ; I believe not ; only the
Masons.

(Page 1270.)

Question. Have you no knowledge what-
ever of the existence, either in the persons
or objects, of tbis organization, commonly
known as Ku-I"ilux, let its real name be
what it may ?

Anstver. I joined an order called Ku-
Klux ; I do not deny it ; I was initiated in

that order in 1868. The thing died out,

and it never was what it was. I went to

Philadelphia immediately afterwards. I

was in Philadelphia, and staid there, and
never attended another meeting after I

was initiated.

Question. Where were you initiated into
the Ku-Klus ?

Answer. In this town.
Question. Who initiated you ?

Answer. So help me God, I could not tell

the man.
Question. Do you mean you did not know

the man ?

Answer. I did not know the man. It

was when they first came around I was
initiated. I never attended another meet-
ing.

Question. Was he a resident of this town ?

Ansiver. I would not swear he was.
Question. Do you know ?

Ansioer. I do not know that he was.
Question. Do you know who he was ?

Ansivcr. I do not know who he was.
Here is the point : I took an obligation
then, which, of course . The thing
played out; it never did come «

Question. We want to know what that
obligation was ?

Answer. So help me God, I could not tell

you ; I was sworn to secrecy.
Question. What was its purport ?

Ansiver. Its purport was, I know, oppo-
sition to the Union League and the repub-
lican party ; to break up all the meetings
of the Union League, if possible. My chief

is now a republican leader.

(Page 1271.)
Question. Your chief now is ?

Answer. I swore I would not tell who
initiated me, but he is now a republican
leader.

Question. Just a moment ago, you said

BiuGGS, (page 1455.)

After admitting his membership he de-
clined to reveal by whom ho had been
initiated upon the ground of his obligation
of secrecy, and tbat he was not bound to
criminate himself, until the act of Congress
was read to him.

(Page 1457.)
Question. Was Mr. Tomlimson one of

tliem?
Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you initiate bim ?

Answer. 'No. sir.

Question. Who did ?

Ansrvei: I do not know.
Question. Were you present when he

was initiated ?

Answer. I was not.

Question. You know he was a member I

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How do you know ?

Ansxve): Because I saw him there.

Question. Where ?

Answer. I have seen him, I think, as well
as I can recollect. I never was in more
than three or four meetings in my life

—

perhaps four ; I do not think exceeding
four—of the order.

Question. Was one of these meetings at

which you were present the meeting at

which he was initiated ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. How often did you meet him
in the meetings ?

Ansicer. I told you I never met him more
than three or four times at the farthest.

Question. How often did you meet him

—

Tomlimson ?

Answer. I do not remember. I do not
remember tbat I ever saw him more than
once. If I did, I do not remember it.

(Page 1458.)

Question. Did you occupy any official

position in it ?

Ansiver. I will tell you when I was first

initiated, the very first night I was initi-

ated, they tendered to me the cyclops po-

sition. I thought it very strange. I know
there -was a very thin audience, very few,

and I rejected it, but they urged it on me
and made me the cyclops, I think.

(Page 1459.)

Question. Were you sworn ?

Ansivei: Yes, sir.

Question. Did that oath require yon to

make opposition to the repubhcan party at

that time?
Anstver. I think not, sir. I do not thmk

there was anything of the kmd incorpo-

rated in that oath that I took.
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yon did not know, so bcln jou God, who
initiated you ?

Ansicer. I eaid I did not know who gave
the oath.

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Question. Ho makes a distinction ?

Answer. I niako the distinction between
the man who initiated me and the man
who administered the oath. Tlioman who
•was my chief, and asked mo to join, is a
republican leader.

By the CnAirMA:^

:

Question. You mean the man who w^as the

chief of tliat Ku-Khix organization ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is now a republican.

Question. Who is ho ?

Anstcer. I do not think I can tell that. .

Question. But we require an answer.
Ansicer. I am sworn to secrecy.

Question. For the public interest we re-

quire an answer.
Ansicer. Shall I violate an oath ?

Question. That will bo for you to deter-

mine. Tho act of Congress, which I will

read to you, if necessary, does not relieve

you from the duty of answering questions
that may bo necessary.

Anstver. Shall I violate an oath ? The
order are played out. I do not know what
it is called—whether it was Ku-Klus. I

did not attend another meeting and the
thing played out.

Question. You say yon do not know
whether it was called Ku-Klux or not ?

Ansicer. lie called it Ku-Klux, although
in initiation I do not know what it was
called. I could not swear.

Question. Who else was initiated with
youf
Answer. There is another point where I

am sworn to secrecy. I will tell you this

much—nobody was initiated.

Question. Who was initiated at the same
time ?

Answer. Nobody on the same evening

—

no one was initiated with me.
Question. Uow many i^ersons were pres-

ent?
Answer. I do not know, because the room

was dark, and when I went I found it

was a difierent organization from what I
thought it was and I did not attend any
more.

Question. You say you do not know how
many persons were present?

Answer. No, sir, I do not, l)ecause it was
dark.

Question. Was there one man, or were
there ten t

Answei: I could not say, nir.

QucHtion. Wliat building in this town
were you initiated in ?

Answer. It was not in a building.
Question. Wliero was it t

Answer. \n an old field hero; I will tell

you now it was in a building— I told a lie

there—it was not in an oM lidd, but I do
not want to tell now. It ]>layed out.

Question. So much tho easier to lot us
know all about it.

Question. Have you any recollection of
the terms of the oath ?

Answer. I have not. I do not remember
even the oath.

Question. Your idea, then, was that this
was an organization for self-protection ?

Ansivei: Tliat was my understanding.
Question. What is your idea of the pres-

ent Ku-IHux organization ?

Answer. I believe tho present Ku-Klux
organization, from what I can learn, is a
political organization.

(Page 1461.)
Question. Had your organization any ref-

erence to the Union Leagues ?

Aiiswer. No, sir; I do not remember of
Union Leagues having been spoken of; as
I told you, I never was at but few meet-
ings in my life.

Question. As you understood the organi-
zation at that time, it was entirely for the
protection of the members against antici-
pated violence by the negroes ?

Ansicer. It was for the protection of any
person against an outlaw or anything of
the kind, or any good citizen that might
need protection.

(Page 1463.)
Question. Did Mr. Tomlinson join before

you, or afterward ?

Ansicer. My impression is that he was a
member when I joined.

Question. Are you sure that you did not
persuade him to join ?

Answer. I am very certain of it.

Question. Did you not take him to be
initiated ?

Answer. I am very certain about that,
that I did not.

Quesiio7i, You are clear about that ?

Answer. I am very clear about that.
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Answbi: But it is not iii existence, and
do not liDow wlietlier my oblijr.'ition is

stopped or not. Ben Bri<z:gs is "the man
who initiated me—it was in his house.

Question. Who is Benjamin Briggs ?

Answer. He is our member of the legisla-
ture.

Quesiion. "Were you blindfolded through
the whole operation ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there was no initia-

tion about it except the oath.
Question. Rejieat it.

Ansicer. The substance was this : You are
sworn against the Union League; bound
to secrecy ; and swear that you will do all

things in opposition to the Union League
that you can to break it up ; and also, nev-
er to vote for a man for any office that
holds any position in the Union League.
That was the substance o^ it.

Question. Had you no conversation with
anybody else ?

Ansiver. None whatever j because I took
the train next morning.

Question. That one i)erson did all the in-

itiation ?

Answer. Yes, sir; he administered the
oath—that is all. I could not remember
the sign. I could not tell you now.

The degree of reliance that can he placed upon the testimony of those
who have been or are members of the order, when called upon, to testify

about it or its doings, may be gathered, from these contrasts.
Before leaving this subject it is proper to add that William K. Owens.

a member of the Ku-Klux in Yorkville iu 1870 and. 1871, swears (page
13G4) that Tomliuson was at that time a member ; that the leader of
his (Oweus's) Klau informed him that Tomlinsou participated in two
murders, and he (Owens) met'Tomlinson and knew him as a participant
in the raid ujwu the county treasury in March, 1871, the purpose of
which was to capture and kill the county treasurer, (pages 13G7-G8.)
Without citing further from the testimony, the foregoing is sufficient to

establish that the organization existed from some time in 1SG6 until

1868. Its operations during that i^eriod, the number and character of its

victims, its spread through all the insurrectionary States, its disguises,

arms, mode of summoning and disciplining its members, we do not pro-

pose to follow in detail. The magnitude of the work prevents the
attempt, as many thousands of pages of testimony scattered through
the reports of contested election committees, legislative committees in

the States, judicial examinations, reports of the Freedmen's Bureau, and
department commanders, would have to be examined and condensed
to ascertain even approximately the number of those who have been,

outraged, scourged, and murdered by this lawless organization.

We can but briefly refer to some of the sonrces of information cover-

ing that period before proceeding to speak of the testimony taken by
the committee showing the present condition of those States.

Tennessee.—Complaint is made in 18G7 of the operations of the Ku-
Klux in Tennessee. {See Appleton^s Cyclopedia, 18G7, article., Tennessee.)

A special session of the legislature of the State was called in 1S68

to provide means of protection against this organization. A committee
of the legislature which investigated the subject reported numerous
instances of these lawless acts, and say in their report to the legislature,

2kk
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whicli is incorporated in the report of tlie contested election case of

Slieale against Tillman, (pages 300-10,) as follows :

Tlie murders iwul ontrac;cs which have been ))erpetrateil in many counties of Middle

and West Teiniessce, duiiiiLj Iho past lew months, have been so numerous, aud of such

an a<^'navated character, as almost battles investigation. In these counties a reign of

tcrroTexists, which is so absolute in its nature that the best of citizens are unable or

unwilling to give free cxi)ression to their opiuiyus. The terror inspired by the secret

oro-auizaUon known as the Kn-Klux ivhui is sa great, that the officers of the law are

powerless to execute its provisions, to discharge their duties, or to bring the guilty per-

petrators of these outrages to the punishment they deserve. Their stealthy movements

are generally made under cover of night, and under masks and disguises, which render

their identiticatiou diflicnlt, if not impossible. To add to the secrecy which envelopes

their operations, is the fact that no information of their murderous acts can be obtained

without the greatest dilliculty and danger, in the localities where they are committed.

No one dares to inform ui)on them, or take any measures to bring them to punishment

;

because no one can tell but that he may be the next victim of their hostility or ani-

mosity. The members of this organization, with their friends, aiders, and abettors,

take especial pains to conceal all their operations. (The moving principle by which

they are actuated would appear to bo hostility to the State and national authorities;

and in the minds of these men, to have voted for " Browulow," or the " republican

ticket," or to be a " radical," is the greatest of crimes. Your committee believe that

during the past six mouths, the murders, to say nothing of other outrages, would
average owe a da//, or one for every twenty-four hours; that in the great majority of

these cases they have been perpetrated by the Kn-Klux above referred to ; aud few, if

any, have been brought to punishment. A number of the counties of this State are

entirely at the mercy of this organization, and roving bands of nightly marauders bid

defiance to the civil authorities, and threaten to drive out every man, white or black,

who does not submit to their arbitrary dictation. To add to the general lawlessness

of these communities, bad men of every description take advantage of the circumstan-

ces surrounding them, and perpetrate acts of violence, from personal or pecuniary

motives under the plea of political necessity!

GenerakThomas, in bis report dated October 1, 18G8, (report of the

Secretary of War for 1808-00, pages 144, 145,) says

:

With the close of the last, and beginning of the new year, the State of Tennessee

was disturbed by the strange operations of a mysterious organization known as the

Ku-Klux Klan, which firpt made its appearance in Giles County. Within a few weeks
it had spread over a great part of the State and created no little alarm. Accounts of

it from many sources were received at these headquarters; the newspapers recognized

its existence by publishing articles on the subject, either denunciatory or with an at-

tempt to break its proceedings as harmless jokes, according to the political opinions of

their editors.

I did not think it necessary to take any action on the information furnished until

the mouth of March, when a member of the legislature of Tennessee sent me a
written statement of the doings of this organization, saying it carried terror and dis-

may throughout the country ; that the civil authorities were powerless and a])peared

tcri-or struck ; that his own life was threatened, and as-ked if something could not bo
done by the general Government to i)rotect the community; if not, there was danger
of a bloody collision.

Tliat portion of the press of the State whoso greatest labors are to bring odium upon
all who aided to save the Government from i)eiiig destroyed by the late rebellion,

hasteiKirt to deny the truth <if the statements made to me, rellected with severity upou
their authors, and to fortify their assertions jjiocured aud published the certificates of
A few amiable persons of northern birth who were living in Nashville, under the
protection of a well-organized jiolico force, that the alarm was a false one. Ihit this

only caused to be added liirl her evidence conlirming the truth of the original state-

mcut.s. I'rom this time forth, I was in receipt of stories of oppression aud outrage
committed by tlu's*; midnight prowlers. It was evident that the old spirit of proscrip-

tion was far from having died out ; it had remained a latent fire ready to burst forth

with violence upou the least occasion.

Just at this time also the JTetropoiitan Police of Mcmjdiis arrested the members of
one of (he dens at their nie«'tiiig, hcized some ]iai)ers containing what purported to be
the oatliH and ol)ligation8 oi" the members of the society, wiiich being published caused
considerable ex< ilenienl, as liy tliese papers one of the objects of the tociety appeared
to be the assausinatiou of all who interfered with their plans.

Tlie publication of the oaths at the time here referred to (New York
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TribuBe, April 14, 1SG8) shows that the purposes of this society, whose
otScer is also a "Cyclops," correspond with the operations described as
the acts of the Kii-Klux throughout the Southern States,,assassination
being avowed in it as one of the means of accomplishing its purposes.
As General Forrest assigned reasons for the state of things described

by his testimony, it is proper also to give on that subject what General
Thomas says, who speaks of the disorders in both Kentucky and Ten-
nessee, (Report of Secretary oj: War, ISGS-'OO, vol. 1, page 151

:)

The coutrollinf? cause of the unsettled conclitiou of affairs iu the department is, that
the greatest efforts made by the defeated iusurgents since the close of the war have
been to promulgate the idea that the cause of liberty, justice, humanity, equality, and
all the calendar of the virtues of freedom, suffered violence and wrong when the effort

for southern independence iailed. This is, of course, intended as a s^jecies of political

cant, whereby the crime of treason might be covered with a counterfeit varnish of
patriotism, so that the precipitators of the rebellion might go down in history hand in
hand with the defenders of the government, thus wiping out with their own hands
their own stains; a species of self-forgiveness amazing in its effrontery, when it is con-
sidered that life and property—^justly forfeited by the laws of the country, of war, and
of nations, through the magnanimity of the Government and i)eox)le—was not exacted
from them.
Under this inspiration, the education of the great body of the people, moral, religions,

and political, has been turned into channels wherein all might unite in common. The
impoverishment of the South, resulting from war and its concomitants, the emancipa-
tion of slaves, and the consequent loss of substance, the ambiguity and uncertainty of
political rights and linancial values, as w^ell as personal rivalries, have all combined to

strengthen the efforts of pernicious teachers. The evil done has been great, and it is

not discernible that an immediate improvement may be expected.

Texas.—General Reynolds, as commander ofthe fifth military district,

says, (page 704, same report of the Secretary of War
:)

Armed organizations, generally known as " Ku-Klux Klans," exist. Independently or

in concert with other armed bands, iu many parts of Texas, but are most numerous,
bold, and aggressive east of the Trinity River.
The precise objects of the organization cannot be readily explained, but seem, in

this State, to be to disarm, rob, and, in many cases, murder Union men and negroes,

and, as occasion may offer, murder United States officers and soldiers ; also to intim-

idate every one who knows anything of the organization, but who will not join it.

What political end, if any, is aimed at by these bands I cannot say, but they attend

in large bodies the political meetings (barbecues) which have been and are still being

held iu various parts of this State, under the auspices of the democratic clubs of the

different counties.

The speakers encourage their attendance, and in several counties men have been in-

dicated by name from the speaker's stand as those selected for murder. The men thus

pointed out ha\e no course left them but to leave their homes or be murdered on the

tirst convenient opportunity.
The murder of negroes is so common as to render it impossible to keep accurate ac-

count of them.

General Howard reports, (see same document, page 1052 :)

Armed bands, styling themselves Ku-Klnx, &c., have practiced barbarous cruelties

upon tlie freedmen. Murders by the desperadoes, who have long disgraced this State,

are of common occurrence. The civil authorities have been overawed, and, in many
cases, even the bureau and military forces have been powerless to prevent the commis-

sion of these crimes.

General Eeynolds says, (Report of Secretary of War, 18G9-'70, vol. 1,

p. 144:)

For the suppression of bands of desperadoes which have infested almost every part

of the State and the arrest of parties indicted for murder, it has been necessary to

furniish military aid to the civil officers.
i

• -u

These parti.s have usually met with armed resistance, and in the encounters yvluctx

ensued sevtjral persons have been killed. With very few exceptions, indictments lor

murder had been found against these persons, and in every case they invited their late

by refusing arrest and iu resisting by force of arms the lawfully-constituted autnori-

ties of this State and of the United States.
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Kentucky.—As early as June, 1SG8, Ku-Klux notices bad appeared

ill Frankfort, Kentucky, (report of Secretary of War, 18G9, p. 107, vol.

1;) tliey had committed murder at Crab Orchard, in that tState, {ibid.,

page 187 ;) and the outrages had become so numerous as to cause a great

exodus of negroes into other States, (page 105, General Howard's re-

port.)

Virginia.—At page 103G

:

The secret orrxaiiizations kiu)\Yn as tlio Kn-KIux IZlau have made their appearance

in various looalUies, visiting tlie bouses of colored men at night, in 8onie cases placing

ropes around their necks and threatening to hang them on account of their political

opinions.

North Carolina.—The testimony reported by the Senate select

committee shows that the organization appeared there in the latter part

of 18C7 or beginning of 18G8.

South Carolina.—The testimony taken by the Election Committee

of the IIouso of Eepresentatives in tlie contested-election cases of Hoge
against IJeed and of Wallace against Simpson, in the first and second

sessions of the Forty-first Congress, abundantly establishes the existence

and operations of the Ku-Klux in South Carolina in 18G8. ' One witness,

W. K. Tolbert, swears that members, upon joining the Klan, took an

oath to do whatever their leader directed them to do, and that the leader

of his band directed them to fire into meetings of the Union League)
and kill the presidents if they couldy (Hoge against Eeed-, p. 34 ;>^
jMis. Docs., Forty-first Coiigress, 1st session, TIo. of lieps.)

Georgia.—General Howard's report for 18G8, (pages 1044-45, report

of Secretary of War :)

Numerous outrages have been perpetrated upon freed i)eople in this State, some of

them remarkable for atrocity. * * * *

In this State, al.so, freeduiea have been discharged and driven from their homes for

voting contrary to the A\ishes of their employers. White men have also been
abused for the manner in which they have exercised the right of suffrage.

A complaint of outrages committed in Georgia was referred by the

General of the Army in June, 180if, to the general of the Department of

the South for thorough investigation and report. General Terry, in his

report made August 14, 18GU, says, (report of Secretary of War,
18G9-'70, vol. 1, p. 89 :)

In many parts of the State there is practically no government. The worst of crimes
are conunitted, and no attempt is made to punish those who commit them. Slurders

have been and are frequent; the abuse in various ways of the blacks is too conmiou to

excite notice. There can bo no doubt of the existence of numerous insurrectionary

organizations known as "Ku-Klux Klans," who, ehielded by their disguise, by the

secrecy of their luovements, and by the terror which they inspire, per])etrato crime
with impunity. There is great reason to believe that in some cases local magistrates
are in sympathy with the members of these organizations. In many pl.'ices they are
overawed by them and dare not attempt to punish them. To punish such offenders by
civil jtroceedings would be a difiicult task, even were magistrates in all cases disposed
and had tliey the courage to do their duty, for the same iullueuces wliich govern them
equally affect juries and witnesses.

• ««»««
That very many of the crimes which have been committed have no political bear-

ing, I believe; that some of them were prompted by political animosity, aud that most
of the numerous outrages upon freedmen result from hostility to the race induced by
their entVanehisement, 1 thiuk, cannot be controverted.

The testimony taken before the lieconstruction Committee ofthe House
and a list of freedmen assaulted and murdered, rei)orted by the Commis-
sioner of Fi-eedmen, show the extent of violence in that State during 18G8.
(Mis. Doc. Xo. 52, Fortieth Congress, third session.)

Alaba:ma.—In the report of (Jeneral Howard, contained in the report
of the Secretary of War ior 18G8-'G9, page 1047, he says:
Cases of violent outrage upon freed people have not been very frequently reported,
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though the organization known as the " Ku-Klux Klan" have ahnsed colored men in
some sections of the State.

In tlio report of Secretary of War, lSG9-'70, vol. ], p. 88, General
Terry says

:

From Southern Alabama I learn of hut little trouble. The middle and northern parts
of the State, however, are in a very disturbed condition. In many localities life and
property are very insecure. Crimes are frequent, and the civil authorities are utterly
pou-erless to jirevent or punish it, or are careless of their duty.

Mississippi.—Major General Gillem, in liis report contained in the
report of the Secretary of War for 18G8-'G9, page 525, says :

The great defect in the administration of justice is not in the courts ; after offenders
are once in custody, their trial and punishment usually follow. The difiiculty lies in
identifying and arresting criminals. In many instances crimes, either of murder or
aggravated assault and battery, are committed at night by persons in disguise, who
cannot be recognized by their victim or witnesses. lu other instances, the criminals
flee from the State.

APtKANSAS.—General Howard says, (report of Secretary of War for
18G8-G9, page 1054

:

)

The administration of .justice by the civil authorities has been far fi-om effective.
Lawless violence and ruliiauism have prevailed to an alarming extent.
Three churches belonging to freedmen in Ouachita County were burned by parties

unknown on the night of April 4, 1868. The assistant commissioner attributes this
wanton act to the bitter feelings aroused by the j)art the freedmen had taken in th«
then recent election, and slates that similar deeds are not uncommon. The Ku-Klux
Klan serve their mysterious notices and make their midnight rounds in different parts
of the State.

Louisiana.—General Howard says, (report of Secretary of War, 1868,
page 1051:)

In some sections the treatment of the colored people has been deplorable. Outrage
and crimes of every description have been perpetrated upon them with impunity. In
these sections the character of the local magistracy is not as high as could be desired,

and many of them have connived at the escajie of offenders, while some have even par-
ticipated in the outrages. In other sections lawless ruffians have overawed tlie civil

authorities, " vigilance committees" and " Ku-Klux Klaus," disguised by night, have
burned the dwellings and shed the blood of unoffending freedmen. In many cases of
brutal murder brought before the civil authorities, verdicts of justifiable homicide in
self-defense have been rendered.

The extent to which outrage and crime were committed, the motives
of them, and the means by which they were accomplished, through dem-
ocratic clubs, Ku-Klux Klans, and Knights of the White Camelia—dif-

ferent names for organizations shown to have worked for a common pur-

pose—may be learned from the testimony (over 1,400 pages) taken by
the sub-committee of the House Committee on Elections in Louisiana

contested-election cases of 18G8.

Taking these statements from official sources, showing the prevalence
of tliis organization in. every one of the late insurrectionary States and
in Kentucky, it is difiicult now, with the light that has recently been
thrown upon its history, to realize that even its existence has been for

so long a mooted question in the public mind. Especially is this re-

markable in view of the effects that are disclosed by some of this docu-

mentary evidence to have been produced by it. That it was used as a

means of intimidating and murdering negro voters diuing the presiden-

tial election of 18G8, the testimony in the Louisiana and other contested-

election cases already referred to clearly establishes.

Taking the results in Louisiana alone as an instance, the purpose of

the organization at that time, whatever it may have been at its origin,

could hardly be doubted.
A member of the committee which took that testimony thus sums it

up:
The testimony shows that over 2,000 persons were killed, wounded, and otherwise
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iDJured in that State within a few vrecks prior to the Frcsidential election
;
that half

the State was overrun by violence ; midnight raids, secret murders, and open riot kept

the people in constant terror until the republicans surrendered all claims, and then

the election was carried by the democracy. The parish of Orleans contained 29,910

voters 15,020 black. lu the spring of 1863 that parish gave 13,973 republican votes.

In the' fall of 18GS it gave Grant 1,178, a falling oil of 12,795 votes. Riots prevailed

for weeks, sweeping the city of New Orleans, and filling it with scenes of blood, and

Ku-Klux notices were scattered through the city waruing the colored men not to vote.

In Caddo there were 2,9S7 republicans. In the spring of 1868 they carried the parish.

In the firll they gave Grant one vote. Here also there were bloody riots.

But the most remarkable case is that of St. Landry, a planting parish on the river

Teche. Here the republicans had a registered niajorfty of 1,071 votes. In the spring

of 18G3 they carried the parish by 678. In the fall they gave Grant no vote, not one
;

while the democrats cast 4,787, the full vote of the parish, for Seymour aud Blair.

Hero occurred one of the bloodiest riots on record, in which the Ku-Klux killed

and wounded over two hundred republicans, hunting aud chasing them for two days

and nights through fields aud swamps. Thirteen captives were takeu from the jail

and shot. A pile of twenty-five dead bodies was found half buried in the woods.

Having conquered the republicans, killed aud driven off the white leaders, the Ku-

Klux captured the masses, marked them with badges of red flannel, enrolled them in

clubs, led them to the polls, made them vote the democratic ticket, and then gave

them certificates of the fact.

Having^ thus spoken of the origin and existence of this order, tracing

it from 18G0 until after the presidential election in 1808, we now con-

sider it as disclosed by testimony relating principally to its acts after

that time.

General Forrest says that it was understood to have extended into

I^orth Alabama, Mississippi, and North Carolina. To what extent he

claims to have disbanded it in 18C8 he does not clearly state ; we under-

stand hiin as referring more especially to Tennessee.

But whatever may have been the organization which he supposes he
disbanded, or the name by which it was then known, it is clear that the

same purposes are, and have been until very recently, sought to be ac-

complished by the same means. The generic Ku-Klux is still distribu-

ted under specific names in various States and localities, such as " White
JBrotherhoods," Constitutional Union Guard.-^," " Invisible Empires," in

North Carolina ; " Invisible Circle," in South Carolina ; "Pale Faces,"

&c., in Tennessee; " Knights of the White Camelia," in Louisiana, &c.

Since the report of General Howard, in. 1808, no demonstration of the

order that has attracted any attention has been reported in Virginia.

While the organization is still believed to exist, it has been inactive in

Arkansas and Louisiana aud, until very recently, in Texas. A few iso-

lated cases of recent occurrence arc reported in Tennessee. North and
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, aud Mississippi have all

been infested in certain localities by these bands and harrassed by their

crimes, and the committee's investigations were therefore directed to

them.
NouTii Carolina.—They have appeared in greater or less extent in

North Carolina in the counties of Orange, xVlamance, Iiutherford, Cleve-

land, ]\Ioore, Gaston, Lincoln, Catawba, Chatham, llarnett, Lenoir,
Sampson, Caswell, and Guilford.
The report made by the Senate select committee slated the nature

and character of the organization, its oaths and operations, as disclosed

by the testimony then taken, and we do not propose to repeat them.
Since that report was made the Ku-Klux again api)eared in a raid upon
the town of iiutluMlordton and destroyed the ollice of the Star, a repub-
lican newspaper, whose editor, T. 1). Carpenter, was then in Washing-
ton, summoned as a witness before this committee. They were in large
force, <lisgiii.sed and armed, searched lor a man who had testified against
them in court, in(]nired for Judge Logan, the circuit judge, and said
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they would kill him if he did not quit his course. He had been endeav,
oring, in his official capacity, to have the Ku-Klux tried for their crimes
and had been a witness before the Senate investigating committee; and
when holding Mr. Justice in custody, intending to kill him, they declared
that if it had not been for him, (Judge Logan,) Mr. Carpenter, (the edi-

tor,) and him, (Justice,) they could manage things in that county as
they pleased.

air. Carpenter and Judge Logan both beiug absent, they proceeded
to the houSe of James M. Justice, broke it open, took him from his bed,
cruelly beat him until he became insensible, then dragged him into the
street, and, with no garment upon him but his night-shirt, compelled
him to go with them in his vreak aud faint condition through the rain
to a wood some quarter of a mile or more from the town, yelling with
exultation as they went, and informing him that they were going to kill

him. When the crowd assembled around him the chief announced him-
self as such, and the motives which prompted this conduct will best be
ybown by giving his own words addressed to Mr. Justice :

He then commenced telliu!^ me Low mean I had been in supporting the republican
party, and advocating principles that gave negroes the right to vote and hold ofSce;
and asked me if I did not know that the Constitution, as they had it before the negroes
were free, was better. I told him that very likely it was better ; that I had never said
it was not lietter, but that the one we had was lawfnl, and I had been supporting it.

He said :
" It will not be lawful long ; we are going to break up that damned, infamous

thing, aud we are going to kill all men like you who advocate and support any such
Government or Constitution." I said :

" You will have a big task; the Governmentis
very strong. I have been supporting it with a great deal of respect, and I may be
wron_g in it." He said: "We know all about that ; we know our duty, and wo will

perform it. I have come here to-night vritli positive orders to take your life ; it has
heen decreed in camp. We can get rid of you to-night, and we know how to get rid

ofjust such men as you."

Mr. Justice is a lawyer, a member of the house of representatives of

North Carolina, a native of the State, and was at that time making
opposition to the calling of a convention to amend the constitution of

the State. His life was tiDariy spared, the chief relenting upon his

promising to give information, upon the next Saturday night, at an
appointed place, as to where Aaron Biggerstafi", the witness referred to,

might bo found, to cease taking any part in the canvass against the

convention, and to be a true friend of southern people. This determina-
tion of tlie chief was very distasteful to many members of the party, and
their protestations evince the spirit and purpose of their order at that

date, which, it will be remembered, was after the passage of the act of

20th April, 1871. They were as follows

:

One of them said, " Don't you turn the damn rascal loose; be says he don't know
any of us, but if you turn hi'm loose he will go right oif aud swear to every one of us

;

and he will go oti' to Vv^ashington, in less than a week, aud have the troops here and
play hell with us, aud have every one of us taken up ; damn him, kill him now, we
have got him." The little man said, " Eemember our oath

;
justice aud humanity." I

think he repeated that three times. He saiJ, " Hero is a man who promises a great

deal ; I have heard him ask you all here to-night to charge him with any wrong-doing,

except his political course, and you have failed to do it
;
you have nothing against

him. Now let us talk about this thing." They answered him by saying : "Every
damned rascal that we get hold of prouiiises as lair as he does." The man said, " This

fellow is a difierent kind of man
;
you say so yourselves ; if he makes you a promise, I

believe he will keep it." And then he again said, " Remember your oath
;
justice and

humanity." I think ho referred to that three or four times. They were loud aud

clamcroas in their protestations against letting me go, and declared that I must be

killed. One man, on a horse, declared that I should bo killed. This chief man i)laced

four men in a circle right around me aud said, "Don't shoot here; you will shoot

friends." He then talked with me again about Biggerstaff, and asked if I could not go

and find him. Said he, " Our friends have had him twice, and he has promised us both

times that he would not tell, and said that he did not know us, and both times ho has

gone right off, as soon as he could get to the ofiicers, and sworn against us and brought
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ns into trouble ;
" and then Le said to me, " Do yon know tliat our camps have lately-

all been assembled, and that we have taken a I'resh oath to the otiect that v/e will kill

every man who swears against ns in the United States courts?" I said that I did not

know that. Ho said, " It is a matter of fact. Now Biggerstaff has testilied so, not

only once, but twice, and ho has got some of our friends into a heap of trouble, and we
will have to kill him. If ho leaves this State and goes to another State, all we have
to do is to send a decree to another camp there, and they will kill him. And you may
as well show us where ho is, so that we can kill him, for we are bound to kill him any-

how."

After the chief's command had been given to spare his life, and obedi-

ence to it demanded, the following ensued :

After the men had all gone out of sight, the chief said to me, " These fellows want
to kill you very badly, but I want to save you if I can. I have an absolute order to

take your life to-night. But I will tell you something about our rules. We may be
ordered to go and whip a man, to give him a certain number of lashes, and he may
behave in such a way as to justify our taking his life. 'Then wo may bo ordered to take a
man's life, but if he behaves so as to justify us we may spare him. I think you ought
to be spared, and I want to do it, and I will do it if I can control these men, though
they seem to be very ambitious towards you, and I think entirely too much so. You
know most of these meu, I think, if you could see their faces, for they are men you are
acquainted with. But you don't know me

;
you never saw me until to-night ; I have

heard of you, and my friends know you well. I think from the talk I have had with
you to-night that they are mistaken about you. If you will stop supporting the
damned radical party, I think you will bo all right, and I should like to know you in

our order."

This chief said, although most of the men in his company were from
North Carolina, he himself was from South Carolina. This case, with
others occurring in several counties of the State, subsequently underwent
judicial investigation before the United States circuit court at Ealeigh,
and they are referred to hereafter in the testimony of David Schenck.
A detail of the number of cases in this State, occurring since those be-

fore testified to, and additional to those before reported, is impracticable.

Tbey are quite numerous, and present the same general character, being
committed by men in disguise, armed, at night, and assigning the same
motives for their action. At the late term of the circuit court held in

Raleigh there were found by the grand jury, under the acts of May 31,

1870, and April 20, 1871, true bills of indictment against 703 defendants.
Of these, GO were tried and 21 convicted, 23 pleaded guilty, 13 were
acquitted, and as to 9 the district attorney entered a nolle 2)roscqui. The
evidence there elicited under judicial sanction and this enforcement of
the laws are evidently tending to the greater security of life, person,
and property in that State.

That the influence of all good men is needed to sustain the courts and
to restrain the public sentiment which heretofore permitted such bar-
barous crimes to go un])unished is manifest when it appears, as it does
in the testimony, that State senators and members of the house of repre-
sentatives are meihljers of that order, lion. Plato Durham, a former
member of the legislature, admits he is a member of the Invisible Em-
pire, and names several members of the legislature who are also in it.

%It. Durham was himself a democratic candidate for Congress .in 1870,
and taking his own statements, those of John Harris, (page 201,) and of
Marcus M. Wells, (page 215,) also members of the order, to say nothing
of the coiil'essions of indicted criminals and the testimony of victims of
their cruelties, it would seem that the time has surely come when all

men claiming to be good cilizeiis, but especially those in the political
])arty whose interests Ihc, miscreants of tlie Ku-Klnx profess to espouse,
bhould di.scharge their duty alike to their party and their country by
seeking to brand, convict, an»l punish as criminals those who claim
tbem as theiiUriends, guides, and allies.

As the existence of this organization in North Carolina was at first
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denied, and as its trne cliaracterlias been and is yet often called in ques-
tion, both may be very clearly ascertained by a study of the testiuiony
of David Scbenck, esq., a member of the bar of Lincoln Couuty, (i)p.
302-415,) and a witness called by the minority of the committee.
He is one of those who in the changed state of sentiment that he admits
has been brought about in that State by the enforcement of the act of
Congress, now claims credit for having' withdrawn from the Invisible
Empire when he found its members v/ere committing violence. His
account of his initiation and subsequent efforts, communication with
other members of the order, his views of its purpose and his acknowl-
edgment that he feared to denounce it lest his own life would be endan-
gered, indeed all his statements, are interesting, and we commend them
to those who desire to appreciate the situation of the citizens who did
oppose and denounce these marauders in a community where even an
initiated member was not safe in doing so. He was initiated in Gaston
County, October, 18G8, as a member of the Invisible Empire, and says
that he took the same oath recently revealed as taken by the Ku-Klux
in York County, South Carolina, and published with their constitution.

The constitution, he says, he did not see at that time, but was informed
that the object of the society was political. What that political charac-
ter was will be best gathered from his own words, (page 384 :)

Question. Repeat to us as near as you can tlie obligation you took.
Answer. I cannot do it except by refreshing my memory by that paper. I have not

a copy of it, and I cannot tell you from memory ; but I think that these are the
words of it, as near as I can recollect. I think the first obligation of it was that we
were in favor of constitutional liberty as handed down to us by our forefathers. I

think the idea incorporated was that we were opposed to the amendments to the Con-
stitution. I desire to explain in regard to that that it was not to be—at least, I did not
intend by that that it should be—forcible resistance, but a political principle. I under-
stood it to be merely the incorporation of the democratic jjlatform of 1868, the platform
upon which Seymour and Blair were running. It was the incorporation of those prin-

ciples. It was explained to me as nothing more than a declaration of political prin-

ciple.

The oath itself is as follows, (page 399 :)

I, (name,) before the great immaculate Judge of heaven and earth, and upon the
Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, do, of my own free will and accord, subscribe to

the following sacred, binding obligation

:

I. I am on the side ofjustice and humanity and constitutional liberty, as bequeathed
to us by our forefathers in its original purity.

II. I reject and oppose the principles of tlJe radical party.

III. I pledge aid to a brother of the Ku-Klus Klan in sickness, distress, or pecuniary
embarra'ssments. Females, friends, widows, and their households shall be the special

object of my care and protection.
IV. Should I ever divulge, or cause to be divulged, any of the secrets of this order,

or any of the foregoing obligations, I must meet with the fearful punishment of death
and traitor's doom, which is death, death, death, at the hands of the brethren.

With these views of the purpose of the society, and saying he believed

that it was not to commit violence, he was initiated in the presence of

some five or six disguised men with whom he had just been in conference

in a democratic meeting. When asked to give the names of the parties

who took him in the order, his reply was as follows, (page 383 :)

I wish you, gentlemen, would not press me for these things upon my imijression,

though I will give them to you if you press me ; but I will state my reasons for asking to

be relieved from it. Those' parties I know have never committed any violence, and I

know they have used their influence against it. I know the organization I joined has

never committed any violence. I have inquired of those gentlemen frequently, and
now, if their names are made public, it will subject them to a persecution by Scoggins

and others.

With the avowal of his knowledge that they had never committed

any violence, when pressed to name the six or eight who Avere present
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at bis initiation, he names J. L. Lewis only, the man who performed the

ceremony, and as to the others, said, (page 383 :

)

I did not know them from Adam. I did not know a man present—not a man.

He says he does not know yet who they were, is^otwithstanding liis

understanding of the object as purely political, he admits, (page 384:)

After I joined it I was ashamed of it, and never was in a meeting afterward. * * *

There never has been a moment since that I did not regret it.

In a carefully prepared paper giving his views of the origin of the

society, its purposes and his connection with it, he says, (page 385:)

I do not think, as far as my observation and information goes, that there was any uni-

formity of understanding about it, or that there was any connecting system between the

different counties wliere they prevailed.

And yet, in his testimony, he had already stated his belief that the

organization in Gaston Oonuty in 18G8 "was an oft-shoot of the organ-

ization in South Carolina," and again states (page 413) that they were

so fiir identical in different counties as to afford the means of recog-

nition and communication with each other. lie also states, (page 385 :)

The obligation, as repeated to me, was simply a declaration of those principles which

I openly espoused, and I honestly thought then, and do now, that the origi^ial purpose

of those who initiated mo, was to promote party interests in a lawful way, but it either

became perverted, or they were mistaken in its objects, for it degenerated into a mob
of rioters and marauders, who plundered and abused friend and foe alike, sparing

neither party nor sex; it became a dangerous and fearful conspiracy against society,

and was fortunately broken up by its exposure, though I believe that it would soon

have been crushed "by a union of all parties against it, even if there had been no Fed-

eral interlerence.

Mr. Scheuck places the date of his withdrawal from the society as in

January or February, 1870, and that he was recognized as a member is

fully evident from the statement he makes of his consultation with the

man (Greer) who became chief of the "circle" in that county for the

purpose of stopping, by an order to be issued by him, the violence it

had been committing. This, he says, was in the tall of 1SG9 ; and when
Greer afterward spoke against violence, he (Schenck) " gathered, from gen-

eral information among the members of the order," that he had incurred

the displeasure of tlie violent men for so doing.

After manifesting great reluctance to give the names of any of his

fellow-members, upon the ground that if he did they might be joined

with him as defendants in an indictment and he be deprived of their

testimony, he proceeds to give an account of several of their meetings
(three or four) called at his ofQce to organize a society of members who
would take "an obligation that they would commit no violence; that

they would use their intluence to prevent it." That society they did not
succeed in organizing.

At this point three other meetings, besides the one at which he was
initiated, are introduced thus, (page 390:)

I had never been in a meeting from October, 1(SG8, until Christmas week, 18G9—six-

teen months. 1 tliink I was in tlireo meetings from that to the last of January. Then
it was disbanded or disorganized, and there has been no meeting held in Lincolaton
since tliat.

The inquiry was to be made by him for authority to organize such a soci-

ety, Hn<l yii: Schenck got from sonu^boily, he does not know who, (it recalls

General Forrest's rec('ii)t of the "prescript,") "a sheet of foolscap con-
taining information in regard to it, sent I'rom Gaston County." This
also was afterward destroyed. But this sheet of foolscap reappears in
another jtart of his testimony, from which we take it to place the use
made of it in contrast with these efforts to stop violence. On the Sun-
day after Christmas, 180!), not later than a week or ten days alter that
time, just about the time they " were talking about putting down this
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violence," three men, named Henry Fite, Franklin Reaves, and Thomas
A. Hope, called on Mr. Schenck, told him they wished to organize a
Klan, and asked him if he would assist. He decluied. They said they
had been told in Gaston County that he could tell them ail about it.

He said ho knew nothina: about it. They said a part of the constitution
had been sent to him. He then said all he had was this piece of foolscap
paper, and he gave it to them. In a week or ten days they returned it, and
he destroyed it. He says he warned them against violence, and told them
if they did commit it speedy punishment would follow. He declares he
did not know they belonged to the order, and he did not tell them that
he did ; that he did not give the sign of recognition, and did not know
one of them when they came to him. It turned out, as he now says,
that Hope was a "low man," Fite a "very violent man," who afterward
went on raids, and Eeaves is a farmer, who lives " at a distance in the
country." This is his (Schenck's) testimony.
Hope on the 1st of December, 1871, (this witness, Schenck, was exam-

ined on the 8th,) went before United States Commissioner Vest, and
made affidavit that he had been a member of the order since the winter
of 18C9, and took the same oatli to which Mr. Schenck testifies, gives
his account of the interview with Schenck, and says that they went
there having been informed that he was the chief of the county, and
told him they wished to organize a Klan with Fite as chief; that Reaves
gave him the sign of recognition, which Schenck returned. Schenck
said he was not chief; that Greer was ; but he could give them authority,
and did give them the constitution, by-laws, and oath, under which they
went on and organized a Klan at High Shoals, receiving emphatic
instruction to be carefnl of the papers so that the secret would not get
out. He also states (page 399) that in a subsequent conversation he
heard Schenck say "that he was opposed to raiding, but if a raid was
necessary- it would be better to hang to a limb than whip, as dead men
tell no tales."

This, with other testimony of Hope, being read to Mr. Schenck, was
denounced by him as " a base tissue of falsehoods," Whatever differ-

ence upon some points may exist between these two members of the
same order in different spheres of life, and testifying under diiierent

circumstances, the facts agreed to by both, that the interview tooli place,

that the constitution was furnished by Mr. Sclumck, at a time when he
says he wanted to stop violence, to these men he did not know, for the
purpose of organizing another of the societies which had already, as

he says, beeij perverted into a fearful conspiracy against society, the

fact testified to by Hope that High Shoals Klan was ordered out upon a
raid to kill a negro, in the spring of 1870, vvhich failed only because
otlier Klans did not meet it as arranged—these facts are so significant

that it is needless to comment upon the weight of testimony given by
members of this order to exculpate it or themselves from the odium
which will justly cling to all who are responsible for its existence or its

crimes.
Mr. Schenck's withdrawal from tl)Q. order consisted in his saying to

members of the organization that he would have nothing more to do
with it, and this he says he did in January or February, 1870. There

was no pubhc announcement of it. How vehemently a party so situated

would condemn to their faces men at whose hands he feared his life was
in peril may be inferred from his statement of his fears to denounce

them publicly. In April or May, 1870, Governor Bragg, chairman of the

democratic State committee, wrote to him asking him to exert his infiu-
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ence to stoj) tliese outrajjes being- comuiitted ; that tbey were iujuring

tbe conservative party. lie says, (pp. o77, 378
: ) •

I replied that, I had already been using all the iufluence I had agaiust it, but I felt

afraid myself to come out publicly aud denounce these uien. Ho asked me to call a

public meeting and denounce these men. I wrote to him that I was afraid to do it;

that these meu were of such bad character that I did not care to incur their displeasure.

Mr. Sclieiick states tbat similar communications passed between Gov-
ernor Dragg ami Plato Durham, (the same heretofore named,) now un-

der indictment in the United States court. Several times (pages 377, 393,

403)^e repeats that he would have incurred personal danger if he had
denounced them, saying

:

I would not have done it for any amount of money ; I believe I would have beeu

risking my life to do it. I say so candidly. (Page 394.)

And that was the prevailing feeling in that part of the State in th«

latter part of 1870 and early part of 1871. That the members of tho

order had not even then given up, or very much distrusted Mr. Schenck,

is evidentfrom thefact stated by him, (page 301,) that when he wasdefend-

ing a criminal charged with murder a captain of the Klan came into

the court-house drunk and whispered to him that his men, Ku-Klux,
were coming in to take out his client and hang him. Against this Mr.
Schenck protested, and the man afterward wlien sober said he ha^l told

Lim so that it might be prevented.

Notwithstanding this fearful state of society he testifies that the or-

ganization has been broken up by the instrumentality of the Federal

prosecutions and the moral sentiment of the people against it. He states

also that the trials at Ealeigh were conducted fairly
;
that Judge Bond

is an able lawyer, an upright man, and an excellent judge, (pages 389,

394;) that the.juries acted fairly, rightly, and justly, rendered just ver-

dicts ; and that the defendants are properly punished. With these ad-

missions we direct attention to the whole tone and tenor of his testi-

mony as calculated to discredit the Federal officers in the discharge of

their duties in the enforcement of the law aimed at these criminals.

Space has been given to this abstract of Mr. Schenck's testimony
because he has been the last witness examined, and testifies as to North
Carolina. As that State was made the first subject of examination, it

is proper that this evidence should be quoted as an example of the

progress that has been made since the existence of tlie organization was
denied. His testimony establishes

—

First. The existence of the Ku-Klux.
Second. That it was opposed to the thirteenth and fourteenth amend-

ments to the Constitution.

Third. That it was a political organization based upon the democratic
platform of 18G8.

Fourth. That it was cither perverted by those who controllt'd it, or

they deceived those whom they took into it, for it became a fearful con-

spiracy against society, committing atrocities and crimes that richly

deserve imiiisliment.

Fifth. That it demoralized society, and held men silent by llie terror

of it»s acts and by its powers for evil.

Sixth. That relief has come through the instrumentality of the act of
Congress aiul its enforcement, aidc.'d by a better public sentiment.

South Carolina.— Alter the presidential election in 18G8, the
operations of the KuKlnx ceased in this State until a short time
before the ele<;tion of 1870. The contest was u[)on the governor
and members of the legislature. U[>on the one side the candidates
were, for governor, 11. K. Scott, the present executive, and for lieu-
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teuaut goveruor, A. M. Eansier, nominated by tbe republicans, and
supported by that party. Upon tbe other was, for governor, Hon.
E. B. Carpenter, and for lieutenant-governor. General M. 0. Butler,
nominated as reform candidates and supported principally by the
democratic ])arty, claiming to have with it such republicans as made
opposition to the corruptions and abuses of the State government.
The canvass was conducted with spirit throughout the State, and
110 unusual amount of violence or disorder ensued. General Butler
alleges that in his canvass disturbances of meetings were caused by
the negroes at Chester, Lancaster, and in Charleston. It resulted in
the election of Governor Scott, and that result and the party character
which the contest assumed we state in General Butler's own words,
before proceeding to consider the hostilities which followed it. He says,

(page 1199:)

Question. That campaicrii. you say, resulted iu a majority of 33,000, wben ytni tliink

there is no more than 15,000 republican majority ?

Answer, I do uot believe that in a square staud-np figlit there would be more.
Question. Do you mean there were 15,000 against the reform party, or that that is the

actual division between tlie republican and democratic parties?
Answer. I think that is about the actual division between the democratic and repub-

lican votes.

Question. You think the republican majority iu this State is about 15,000 ?

Answer. I'es, sir ; about that.

Question. The excess over that you attribute to the fraudulent administration of tho
election laws?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Therefore the contest assumed, accoi'ding to your idea, the form of not one
between reform and corruption, but really between the two parties, if that was the
result ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I think it would be narroweddown to that. We hoped, in the nom-
ination of Judge Carpenter, to secure a republican vote, and I supposed we would get

the best among them. I thought we would at least get some republican votes and
secure the election of better men. We nominated republicans on our ticket—among
others a colored man—showing that the movement was not partisan ; but I think that,

in the end, hardly any republicans voted with us—none except a few ; he brought no
strength at all.

Before the election Governor Scott had organized and armed the

colored militia, alleging that it was necessary to protect them against

violence. This action was very objectionable to the democratic party,

and its members testify that they believed it to have b.een for the pur-

pose of improperly influencing the election, and that it caused great

alarm. Judge Carpenter himself states his belief that Governor Scott

organized them to prevent the colored men from voting the democratic

ticket.

Some of the arms belonging to the State militia were stored at the

town of Laurens, in charge of Joseph Crews, who is represented as

having made incendiary speeches to the negroes during the campaign.

A state of feverish excitement evidently prevailed throughout that

region, and apprehensions were felt of collision between the whites

and blacks. Upon several occasions they were upon the eve of conflict

with each other, both before and upon the day of election, at

various points in the county. It is asserted upon one side, and

denied upon the other, that there was a preconcerted arrange-

ment on the part of the whites to interfere with the election. It

passed off without serious disturbance ; but, upon the next day, an

altercation occurred in Laurens between two men of opposite parties,

and during that altercation a pistol, not in the hands of either, went

off". One of them ran to the armory, where the State arms were stored,

and a number of negroes went with him. Almost immediately a com-
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pany of white citizens was formed, armed with pistols, and firing com-
menced on both sides. From this beginning a riot ensued.

The impression had evidently prevailed throughout the surrounding

counties that trouble would ensue at Laurens, for, soon after this tiring

commenced, large bodies of armed men made their appearance, coming
from the direction of Union, IS^ewberry, and Spartanburgh. Not only

in the town were there riot and bloodshed, but it extended for many
miles through the country. At least seven persons, and it is alleged

thirteen, were killed; among them was the republican candidate for

probate judge, Volney Powell, and a republican candidate for the legis-

lature, Wade Perrin, whose bodies were found some miles away from
the town. So great was the excitement that Mr, Simpson, a lawyer of

Laurens, testifies that by midnight of that day 2,500 men had come in,

more than the whole white voting population of the county.

The disturbance had commenced about noon, and in a short time all

the white republicans and the negroes had left the town, leaving it and
the arms in possession of the democrats. All the persons killed were
republicans. Some thousand or eleven hundred rifles, State arms, were
taken possession of by whites there assembled, and of these not more
than two hundred have ever been returned, (pp. 1305-1319.)

This riot commenced in Laurens on Wednesday, the 20th of October,
at noon, and the violence continued through the county until Thursday
evening, men being arrested and threatened upon all the leading high-

ways. (See the testimony of Major E. W. Everson and J. A. Crews.)
None of the parties were disguised, and, however strongly the circum-
stances indicate that they were assembled by virtue of and as members
of a thoroughly disciplined organization, the manner of proceeding
was dillerent from what are popularly called Ku-Klux demonstrations.
It has occui)ied considerable attention in the testimony, and, whatever
its real origin, we have related its results.

Immediately after this election, outrages commenced against the col-

ored people by the Ku-Klux, and were committed in great numbers,
through the winter and spring, in the counties of Spartanburgh, Union,
York, Newberry, Chester, and Eairtield. As numerous witnesses were
called who gave their opinions at length that no Ku-Klux organization
existed—that the acts complained of were mere local disturbances, mostly
inflicted as punishments u[)on men guilty of immoralit}' or crime, and
not for any political purpose—we introduce the language of witnesses
bearing upon all these points, to show the actual existence of the organ-
ization, the light in which some of its apologists view it, and its avowed
purpose, as expressed to the victims, by those who perpetrated the out-
rages. In doing this, we can recount but few oi' the cases that are
proved, and, to obtain a full knowledge of the barbarism which charac-
terized their i)roceedings, the evidence nuist be resorted to.

The; actual existence of the Khui in South Carolina in 1870 is shown
by the testimony of W. K. Owens, already referred to, who was initiated
before Christmas, 1870. JIc, gives the oath, the signs, the pass- words;
the fact that they are bound to obey all the orders of their chief; that
if ordered to commit murder, the i)enalty for rei'usal is death ; that they
are bound to deny their meml)ership, even as witnesses in court, and to
clear each other l»y their testimony or as jurors ; that it is organized all

over th(^ State; tiiat lie had recognized menjbers in Columbia, Winns-
boreugh, and Spartanburgh; also, members from North Carolina, thus
showing the organization to be the same in both States, lie speaUs of
murders committed in York County as communicated to him by his
cbief ; of a raid upon which he wont to arrest and murder the county
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treasurer of York, who escaped from tliem
;
gives the names of chiefs

and members in the town of York; describes their disji^nises; states that
it was part of their business to disarm negroes, and that their object
was political—" to carry the negro for the democratic party," (pp. 1303-
1370.)

This testimony is so entirely in accordance with the acts committed
by the Ku-Klux, with their declarations when committing them, and
with the experience of the communities in which they operate, that all

who are conversant with these acts would ask for no further corrobo-
ration. If it be asked by any one, however, there is now abundance of
it in the several hundreds of confessions made by members of the order
in York since his testimony was taken by the committee, and referred

to in the reports of Major Lewis Merrill, the commander of the post at
Yorkville, transmitted to the committee from the War Department.
Not only evidence of its existence, but the light in which its acts are
viewed, will be found in the statements of E, W. Shand, esq., and Dr.
A. W. Thomson, leading citizens and democrats at Uuionville, when we
come to speak of the occurrences at tbat place.

The order has sought to accomplish its purposes by coercing republi-

cans publicly to renounce their political faith ; by whippings, other in-

dignities, and murder. In the county of Spartanburgh, forty-five per-

sons had, during a few months after the election of 1870, published in

the Spartan, the democratic newspaper, notices of such renunciation,

one of which, as a specimen of the whole, is here given, (page 573
:)

[communicated.]

Mr. Editor : I desire to make this public announcement of my -withdrawal from
all affiliation with the republican party, with which I have heretofore acted. I am
prompted to take this step from the conviction that the policy of said party, in encour-

aging fraud, bribery, and excessive taxation, is calculated to ruin the country ; and
that I did not vote at the last election, because I entertained my jjresent ox)inion of tha

republicans, and have been so for the last twelve months.
Respectfully,

SAMUEL F. WHITE.

Mr. White is a respectable white man, a carpenter and millwright;

fifty-four years of age, and a native of the county.

The value of public sentiment afiected by such publications, as well

as the sincerity of such political conversions, will be appreciated by
learning from Mr. White's testimony the persuasive means that were

used to obtain that card, (pp. 571, 512 :)

Question. Have you been visited at any time by the Ku-Klus?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. When?
Anstcer. It was the Aveek of the court that was at Spartanburgh, I think about the

19th.

Question. Of what month ?

A7iswer. Of A[)ril last. It was on "Wednesday night, I know.
Question. Go on and tell what they said and did.

AnswiT. They came there and surrounded the house in the night. I was asleep. They

got around each door, and demanded of me to make a light and to open the door.

They were all around the house, some at one door and some at the other. I did not

have uuich lire, and was slow getting it made up, when they commenced lamming at the

back door. After I got up the light 1 walked to the front door and opened it, and tha

men there hallooed to the others at the back door to stop lamming, and they stopped.

They then ordered me to cross my hands ; I diil so. They asked for a rope ; I told them

there was none. I reckon one of them went up the stairs witli a light to get a piece

of rope—an old bed-cord or something, and they took a pillow-slip and slipped it over

my head and led me into the yard. They asked me my principles, and I told them.

They said, " That was what I thought you were."

Question. What did they say ?
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Ansutr. Tlicy sskeil if I was a Union man or a democrat. I told tbcm I had always

been a Union num. They said they thou^hl so. They carried me off scvcuty-five or

eighty yards from the house. They said, "Here is a limb," and they asked me whether

I would rather bo shot, huufr, or wliipped. I told them if it bad to be one, I would
have to take a whipping. I'iiey ordered mo to run ; I told them I did not wish to do

that. Tlien they commeneed on mr.
Question. What did they do ?

Ansircr. Tliej'^ whipped me.
Question. IIow ?

Answer. Tiiey took littlt- hickories and one tiling or another.

Question, Was the whipping a severe one?
Answer, Yes, sir.

Question. IIow many strokes did they strike?

Ansiver. I suppose some thirty or forty.

Question. Did it bruise or cut your flesh ?

Ansieer. Yes, sir.

Question. How many men were there ?

Answer. I can't say as to that; I thought, from the number around the house, there

were twenty or thirty.

Question. How were they dressed ?

Answer. They were disguised.

Question. How were they disguised?
Answer. With horns and everything over their faces.

Question. Could you tell who any of them were ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. What time of night was it ?

Ansicer. I think it was about 11 o'clock, as well as I can recollect.

Question. What was done after they were through whipping j'ou ?

Answer. They just untied my hands, got on their horses, and went out.

Question. Did they leave you there?
Answer. Yes, sir. He told me I must publish pay principles.

Question. What did you understand by that ?

Answer. I think they wanted me to alter my principles to a democrat.
Question. Did you make any such publication ? Did you put anything of the kind in

the paper.
Ansicer, Yes, sir. They told me I must do it against the next Wednesday.
Question. In what paper ?

Answer. In " The S])artan " paper. They did not i>articularly mention it, but I i)ut it

in " The Spartan " paper ; Mr. Trimmier'a i^aper.

Question.^ What led you to do that ?

Ansiver. They said if I did not publish it, they would come and see me again.

Question, Have you a cox^y of that paiicr with your card in ?

Answer, No, sir.

Question. What date was it ?

Answer. I think it was on the 19th, as well as I recollect ; I did not sot it down. It

was to bo done on the next Wednesday following.
Question. Was it in the next newspaper after the 19th?
Answer. Yes, sir, I think it was. I came up on the Monday following, and told Mr.

Trimmicr to ])ut it iu. He is the man that has the office.

Question, Would you have done that of your own accord, unless these men had come
there ?

Answer. I hated to be forced to do a thing ; when I have to do a thing I want to do it

voluntarily by myself. But our taxes luive been so high, and some complaint against
the ofhcers, and I concluded I wouldn't vote at all, and I hadn't voted. I was down
with fever at tho last election.

Question, Would you have i>ublishcd any card of this kind if these men had not
required it?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Do you know of others with whom that course has been taken iu your part
of the county—whip|)ing?

Answer. 1 have heard of a good many. Dr. Winsmith was shot the same night,
because tlicy went off in that direction.

Otber witnesses were examined to the same efTect.

The i)rocess was varied in one case, that of John Genobles, sixty-nine
years of a<^e, a respectable white man, wiio liad been in the county since
1827, and acted last year as an election officer. Bis^uised men took him
from his bed on the ni^ht of the 2LM of April, 1870, stripped him, beat
liim with hickory withes, and concluded by saying to him, (page 350:)
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"If yon -will agree to go to the conrt-liouse, aud get on the steps and tliere declare
yourself a democrat, and say that you have quit this partyism or this radicalism, we
will let you go; but if you do not, wo will come back aud kill you." Ho proceeds,
"Therefore, of course, I did it."

Question. You promised to do so ?

chilled to death iu that cold rain

In pursuance of that promise, lie went to Spartanburgh, and thus re-

lates what he did on the day of the sheriff's sales at the county court,
(page 351:)

I got up—the sheriff was then done selling his property—I got np on the steps, and
eaid that I was no longer a partisan man, and was not in favor of a black republican
government ; that I thought that a white man was somewhat superior to a black man.
That is pretty much all that I said ; also, that I was a member of the church so long

—

some forty-three years.

Question. Was this statement made byyou because of your belief in the truth of what
you said, or was it to save your life ?

Answer. It was to save my life.

Dr. John Winsmith, a native of the State, sixty-eight years of age, a
man wlio had been for fifteen years iu the senate and house of represen-

tatives in South Carolina before the war, of irreproachable character,

and who considers himself a conservative, decided in the late election

to support Governor Scott because, as he states, the opposing candi-

dates declared themselves better republicans than Scott, and Scott was
republican enough for him. Some forty or fifty of these disguised men
visited his house, occupied by himself and wife, at night, and saluted

him as a " damned rascal.'- The brave old man immediately got his

pistols and fired at them. They put seven balls in him, endangering his

life. Entering the room where his wife was, they said to her, (page 021:)

" We came after this man Winsmith, this radical." She said to him, " If you are

after my husband, and say he is a radical, I will tell you what, perhaps, I ought not to

say, but you tell a lie ; lie is no radical; he is a conservative aud not radical iu any-

thing." Said he, " Why does he act with the radicals, tlieu f ' She did not reply.

Said he, " If he is not, why don't he come out iu the newspapers and say so ?"

Dr. Winsmith's intelligence aud candor entitle his views as to the

character of the State government, and the difficulties iu the way of

dealing with the Ku-Klux through the State courts, to respect, and thej

are here inserted, (pages G28, 029
:)

Question. What do you mean by saying the State government is a failure ?

Answer. It does not give protection to the people either in property or person, and I

consider a government which does not protect its citizens an utter failure.

Question. What is the reason of that t

Ansiva: That I cannot tell you ; I can teU you the fact.

Question. You say the courts of this State are utterly inefficient to check or punish
these secret outrages f

Answer. I have uot exactly said it iu those words. I said the government was ineffi-

cient. I do not think the governor tries ; I do not think he gives himself any trouble

about it.

Question. What makes him so easy?
Answer. I do not think he gives himself trouble about it ; he is only interested in col-

lecting the largest amount of taxes he can, and iu inanipulating the State bonds so

that they shall keep at the highest price.

Question. 1 infer that you are sorry for having voted for Scott.
' Answer. I could not have done worse; but, at the same, if I had voted for Judge

Carpenter, aud he had been elected, it would have been just as bad.

Question. That is your opinion of both men ?

Answer. That was my opinion then, that neither of them was qualified for governor,

when I voted for Scott.

Question. Then I understand you to mean that the State government in all its rami-

fications is in about as bad a condition as it can be?

3kk
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Avsucr. About as bad as a State govornmcut could be liaviug the uamo of a State

govt'iuiiient.

Qticslion. Is there any other reason thau inefficiency ? Do you believe it is corrupt 1

Jutiico: Voj'., sir ; I tiiink tliero is no doubt that tlie legislature is corrupt?

Qiicstiuv. Can there be a bad government instituted or administered anywhere unless

it produces also bad men ?

^nmcr. It is very likely that government has a great influence in corrupting men.
Qucntioii. You think there is r.o redre.-ss for these diliicnlties. Whv do you thiuk so ?

Answer. I do not say I thiuk there is no redress ; I say the present government gives

no redress.

QucsCio)). If it is impossible to find out who committed these outrages, can auy.gov-

ernn)ent give redress?
Aiisuci: There was no difficulty at all, when that number of men came to my house,

in t.-vking the tracks and tracing them up for two days, and detecting them. There is

no diflieulty in detecting them.
Question. }hi\o you known instances of open opposition to the administration oflaw ?

AnsH-n: No, su- ; I do not know of any.

Qitcstiou. Have you any doubt that if these men could bo found out the authorities

could arrest them ?

Aiisucr. If they were found out, and the magistrate would issue a warrant against a
particuhir person, I have no doubt the sherili'coukl arrest him ; l>ut, as I have said, my
opinion is, tliat there is such an organization that they will not be found out, 3ior will

a State officer issue a warrant.
Question. If a person tnade affidavit before the proper officer that a cei'tain man had

comniitted outrages, could he get process and have it served?

Ansicir. Yes, sir ; I think our sherilf would arrest them. He is a clever man ; he
would make the attempt. I do not think there would be any difficulty there.

Question. It is not the fault of the sheriff, then ?

Answer. The fault is in the public opinion that makes it unsafe for any man to make
an attemjit to either inform or make an investigation, or lind them out.

Question. Is that the general 2)ublic feeling now ?

Ansieer. Yes, sir ; that is the general public feeling and opinion so far as I know it.

Many men have told me, " I would have been glad to come to see you when yoa wore
shot, l)Ut men might hear of it and fall upon me."

Question. Black men or white men ?

Answer. White men.
Question. Of all political parties ?

Answer. I do not know the political parties they belong to.

Question. I understood you to say you have heard strong democrats say they have as
much reason to fear these men as you hav(} ?

Answer. Yes, sir; so I have heard them say ; a good many democrats came to see me
when wounded ; I have as many friends who are democrats as republicaus.

The. v.iiipping of William M. Charapioi], an election officer, a short
time before the day of the election, and the indignities ofteretl to him
and a negro woman at the same time, arc too revolting in their details

to introduce here. They illnstrate the degradation and brutality of the
men who hate entered upon this midnight warfare on the defenseless.

It is not possible to take up and describe the cases of whipping in Spar-
tanburgh County. The testimony of P. Q. Camp, esq., (pages 8i)j, et.seq,)

and of liev. A. W. Cummings, D. 1)., (pages 911), et acq.,) make out a list

of liL'7 pei'.sons who, in this county, were whipped, maimed, otherwise
abused, and killed by the Ku-Klux—four of them being killed. Of these,
118 were in one townshij). Limestone, C L. ('asy, deputy United States
nuirshal in that county, who has traveled all throngh it, says this list does
jiot embrace near all who have been whipped ; that near 500 h:!vo been
whi])i)ed. The state of alarm jjcrvading society in these ])arts of the
country mav be inferred from i\n\ f;)]Iowing account "ivcn bv hisn, 0>i\

943-4 :)

Answer. I have heard ;< great many say they slept in the v.()^l(i.-^. llei-e ten dnys ago'
I told Mr. Toinier, "We will go up in the Cowpens battle-ground district," wheru tho
people iiave been sh'cping out since October. Wo had a number of warrants lor par-
ties for illicit distilling and violence at «'.l(!clions. We lound a fellow—Blaekwell—that
h:u\ l)een lying out sine<! October. We got to his house about ~' o'clock atniglit, hitched
our horses, and laid down outside of the fence, in tho road. The house was in a little

field. I went up to tho house and knocked at tho door and found there was nobody
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there and the lock hanging to the door. I Avent back and told Poinier and Lieutenant
McDo!ij;r.l that the parties who lived there were ftono. I said, " somebody else is here,
though ; there are wagons, &c., around here." But the next morning when day broke,
between daybreak and sun-up, a woman came through the cornfield with a bundle of
bed-clothes under one arm and a child on the other. She came in at. the back door
Avithout seeing us. Our liorses were hitched at the front door, about forty yards from
the door. Th(m I v.-eut up and knocked at the front door, and she came, and when she
eaw us I think she was the worst frightened woman I ever saAv. I told her not to be
afraid. She said, " O, 1 thought it was the Ku-Klux. They always came before in the
night, but I thought this time they had staid for us." I saw where she had been with
the clothing out in the woods. She said she had been lying out, and her folks, for
over two mouths.

CJ«e8fiOH. Who was that?
Answer. Mrs. Blackwell—Tench BLickwcirs wife.
Qucniiou. How prevalent was that ?

Answer. She said they had been there and broken open the house.
QuesVwn. I ask to what extent did this practice of people sleeping in the woods go in

that part of the county, cr in any other?
Answer. I don't knov/; a good many in the country told me they were sleeping out,

and afraid to stay at home ; and I know of men in the lower portion of the county
Bleeping out that have not slept in their houses since the election last November—in
fact the times have been so here in town that about six or eight of us could not stay at our
own houses. Vv'e had to club together and lie out every night, tirot at one place and
then at another.

Huudreds of persons slept in tlio woods from October until Marcn,
under apprehension of visits from these midnight raiders

;
quite a large

number of i)ersons named in the list referred to were examined before
the committee, and in nearly all cases the negroes who were whipped
testified that those who beat them told them they did so because tliey

had voted the radical ticket, and in many cases made them promise
that tbey would not do so again, and wherever they had guns took
them from them.

In Union no such detailed list of persons could be procured as wari

furnisbed in Spartanburgh. Several murders were shown to have been
committed since the last election, and the number of persons who had
been whipped was very variously estimated ; twenty were named by
one or two witnesses as within their knowedge in their localities, while

one witness stated that in his township a majority of the colored ijcoplc

had either been whipped or had left, abandoning their crops, for fear of

the Ku-Klux; the officers in this county were all required to resign by
Ku-Klux notices posted upon the court-house door, and they obeyed
them ; the clerk of the commissioners, a democrat, who had consented

to serve, as he stated, in order to assist them because of their igno-

rance, was among the number v/ho resigned, and he testified that such

was the iniluence of the organization in that county that no officer

would disregard these notices, thus substantially admitting the county

was at their mercy.
The true state of feeling, however, will be better understood from a

case which attracted a large share of public attention because of its

boldness, and which illustrates the power and character of the organ-

ization, and the celerity vvith which its decrees are executed.

On Saturday evening, the.Slst of December, 1870, a company of negro

militia left Unionville,"aud when a short distance from the town met a

man named Stevens coming in with a barrel of illicit whisky for one

of the hotels. He vs\as a drayman, had lost a leg in the confederate ser-

vice, and was accompanied in his dray by another man. The purpo.se

•with which the militia went out is not clearly ascertained ; one state-

ment being tljat they said they were going out to -mug a man," and

another that they were going out to "guard Budd V/illiaras," a negro,

irom being Ku-Kluxed. Whatever was their purpose, upou meeting
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Stevens tbey deinanded whisky from bim, aud lie gave tbem Tviiat bo bad
in a flaslv. Tliey asked for more, and npon bis starting from tliem tbey
fired at bim ; be Jampcd from liis wagon and ran ; tbey lollowed, caugbt
aud killec; bim. It would seem to liave been a cruel, unprovoked mur-
der, one for wbicb all wbo i)articipated in it certainly deserved to be
convicted, and to sulfer tbc extreme penalty of tlie law. It excited

great feeling in Unionville, tbe wbite population believing, as expressed

by a witness, "that tbe entire negro community were in symjiatby witb

tbe murderers." IMoved by tbat feeling tbey i)roceeded to disarm tbe

negroes wbo composed tbe militia company, as a measure of self-protec-

tion. Tbe people turned out on Sunday morning and arrested quite a
number of tbe negroes cbarged witb tbe offense, and lodged tbem in

jail. On tbe following Wednesday nigbt, tbe 4tb of January, some forty

or fifty Ku-Klux rode into tbe town, surrounded tbe jail, entered it, took
out five of tbese prisoners, proceeded a sbort distance out of tbe town,
wbere tbey killed two of tbem, tbe otber three making tbeir escape after

being shot at and wounded. Tbey were recaptured and again lodged
in jail in a few days, and witb some eight or ten others wlio were cbarged
"witb the same offense remained there until tbe night of Sunday, the
12tb of February.
Judge Thomas, the presiding judge of tbat circuit, api)rehending that

these ])ersons migbt also be taken out and disposed of as the others

bad been, under a statute of the State authorizing bim so to do, issued

a writ of habeas corpus for the purpose of bringing them before bim at

Columbia and committing to i>rison there. This writ was delivered to

the sheriff at Unionville on Thursday evening, tbe 9th of February.
Tbe train Avould return to Columbia Friday morning and not again until

Monday. After the train left, Friday morning, the sheriff' called a con-

ference of lawyers to determine whether he ought to ol)ey tbe writ.

Tbey tbougbt it was informal, but all recognized "the well-known sig-

nature of Judge Thomas," and "advised the sheriff to keep the matter
secret and communicate witb Judge Tbomas, and aslc him whetber it

was genuine." Subsequently this advice was reconsidered, and on
Friday evening the sherilf was advised to obey the writ on Monday
morning.
On Sunday nigbt a body of armed and disguised Ku-Klux, variously

estimated at froni four lumdred to eight hundred, rode into the town,
took possession of the jail, took out eight of the prisoners cbarged with
tbe murder of Stevens and bung them.

If this intention to remove tbem on Monday was kept a secret until

Friday evening, it will strike every one forcibly that this organization
must, in tbat county or the adjoining ones, be not only numerous biit

under Avonderfully strict military discipline, when from four hundred to
eight hundred disguised, mounted, and armed men could be assembled
in tbat time, especially wbe?i it is remembered that Union County bad
in 1870 bat 8,718 white population, and the village itself not over 400.
it may not appear f,o strange, however, when tbe prevailing sentiment
is ascertained from the testimony and incidents revealed by it.

It seems tbat one man, Tbomas Ilugbes, when be beard the firing

wliicb sbot tbc prisoners on the first raid, supposed it was by negroes
on tbe way to rescue tbe ])risoners. He says be immediately got bis
gun and traveled hastily tbree-quarters of a mile into town, to defend
the jail against tbe negroes. lie went in, aroused a magistrate, and
inlormed liim of bis suspicions. Altbongh the magistrate slei)t witbin
one liundred and fifty yards of tbe jail, tlie operation of taking out tbe
prisoners bad been so noiselessly i)erformed, tbat liis slumbers had not



I

AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 37

been disturbed. He directed Hiigbes to go up street, rinp: the bell, and
arouse the citizens. Hughes went, and in the hotel found members of
a special citizens' police which had been guarding the town, who
informed him that the negroes were not coming to the jail; that the
Ku-Kkix had been there, and had taken the prisoners out. Upon
hearing this, his ardor subsided; he rang no bell; the citizens were not
aroused, and Hughes went home with his gun. He was Stevens's
brother-in-law. Some days after that he was selected as the jailer, and
was in charge of the jail when the second raid was made. On neither
occasion were the citizens aroused, although the special police, vrho had
been raised from ajiprehension of a negro rescue, were on duty.
Upon the trial of two men in court subsequently for another offense

growing out of this, a leading lawyer—and a democrat—at that bar, li.

W. Shand, esq., took notes; and he testifies that the evidence disclosed
that one of the men who w-ere hanged by the Ku-Klux, Walker, a trial

justice, arrested on suspicion, was not with the militia at all, and that
the testimony did not justify the suspicion, (page 981.)

The feeling of the commnnity as to outrages of this character is

expressed iu the testimony of Mr. Shand, (pages 970, 977 :)

Question. Now let ns have an explanation from you of why it is that when Stevens,
a white man of good character, and engaged in bringing in illicit v.hisky, was mur-
dered, the people turned out, but when tha probate judge of your county AvaS whipped
by disguised men nobody turned out.

Anszcer. I will explain it in this way: In the case of the murder of Stevens it was
very easy to find out who the guilty x)artJes were. In that of the whipping of Goings,
it was an impossibility. Goings Siiid he knew none of them, and could not designate
any of them. He could not recognize them. He had no means of telling us who any
of them were. There was another reason, and it is a reason that I confess would have
its inllnence upon me, and I aui sure I am a law-abiding citizen. It is that the whole
power of the State government was thrown around tliese men and against us—against
the white people—and we had this feeling about it : That " if these are your own pets

yon may arrest these men. You are against us ; we stand otf. You are opposed to us,

and when your men are afflicted you must do the prosecuting. When our men are

visited we will do the prosecuting."
Question. Did the community divide in that way '?

Answer. That was the feeling. But after the raid on the jail it struck many of us
with horror. The first raid of the Ku-Klux on this jail, I remember when I first heard
it told, afiected me so that I turned sick and held on to the railing of the fence at the

horror ; and yet that day the citizens of this town met in the town-hall to see what
could be done to put a stop to it. There were gentlemen here who had seen all the

horses, as Dr. Thompson, a gentleman who Aisits all parts of the country iu his travels,

and knows all the horses. He saw their horses. He made an efibrt to get to the jail,

but he found his life would be sacrificed, and stopped. He did not recognize any of the

horses or vou*es. We had a meeting in the town-hall
Qtiesiioii. First let me understand if I appreciate your position. Is it that you had

an unlbrtunate state of feeling here, that these men who were whipped by the Ku-
Klux were considered pets of the administration, and the Ku-Klux who did it had
impunity l)ecause the community made them their pets, that is, that they had pets on
both sides ?

Answer. Not exactly pets, but they felt that it was not their duty but was for those

who were the pets of the Government to i»rosecuto those who had punLshed the State's

pets.

Question. You gave ihem immunity ?

A newer. Not that the Ku-Klux are our pets. Then joined to liiat there was the great

difliculty of ascertaining who they were, and further, not knowing what power we
would run against.

Question. To test that let me bring this case home. This man was murdered because

his handwriting was believed to be that discovered in the notice for burning proi>erty.

We desire to get at the true state of the community. Are you aware that it is alleged

that your own handwriting wag discovered in a notice posted on the court-house here

or on the jail ?

Ansivir. No, sir ; I never knew it.

Question. You have never been informed that this Ku-Klux Order No. 10, which was

posted here, was alleged to be iu your own handwriting?
Anmver. No, 'jir; I never heard it.
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Question. Do you consider \t a safo position fov any law-abiding citizen in tlio county
to take, that wlitMi a man is cliarj^ed with such an ol'i'ensc!, wliatcver tho motive, that

the comnninity onj^ht to jn'otect lawless men Vi'ho will u\urder bim on such a cbargo T

JiisuTi: No.'sii ; I do not think it is right.

Question. Yet your public sentiment here does?
Anamr. Yes, sir ; tli(;ro is that feeling. Yonv reason and your feeling will sometimes

lead yon to very diU'eieut'eonelusious. That has been about tho feeling. Reason and.

fecliiig arc dill'erent.

Qitcfitioii. Of course it would have been -wrong, assuming that that order was in your
handwriting, to have visited summary punishment on you?
Auswcr. Yes, sir ; and it was wrong to visit it on Owens.

Owens bad been killed by tbc Kn-Klnx. The witness Laving stated

that he had no relatives in that community, v.'as asked iu reference to

others who had, (page 095 :)

Question. Do you not suppose their feeling is a warmer one toward tho organization,

and that they are less disposed to condemn it than you are ?

Ansnrr. You can lind persons not connected with the organization—at least you
would feel certain they were not if you knew them—who will state publicly they do
not condenni the Ku-Klux at all ; that it was the only manner of punishing criminals
in this country ; and they think they did exactly right.

By the Ciiaiumax :

Question. With that state of feeling and the relationship running through the fami-
lies here that would bo likely to be involved in any criminal trial of a young man
charged with one of these Ku-Klux otienses, do you think it at all probable that justico
could be administered against such a man in this community ?

Answer. Well, sir—with the choice of a jury?
Question, Yes, sir.

Answer. I think it is doubtful that he would bo convicted.
Question. To what extent does that feeling i)revail in the adjoining counties?
Answer. I have no knowledge on that point at all. I have not been out of this county,

Mr. Chairman, since tho Ist of January, except to go to Charleston once.

By Mr. Van Tkuaip :

Question. Do you mean to say that tho family relationships of tho population of
Union County are such that no single party could be arrested?
Answer. He could be arrested without trouble.

Question. That no single i>arty could be arrested and tried without these family ram-
ifications running through the county, so that you could not get a jui'y ?

*

Answer. O, no, sir ; I think that, with the riglit of a party to choose his jury
Question, 'i'he legal right, you mean ?

Answer. Y'es, sir ; with the challenge of twenty men out of the panel, the proba-
bility would be that he would have on the jury some men who would look on the Ku-
Klux as an organization which was necessary ; which had arisen from the necessity of
the state of things existing here, and which, therefore, excused tho men iu thoacts they
did.

By Mr. Stevenson:
Question, Y'ou are a practicing lawyer hero ?

Answer. Y'cs, sir.

Question. Nobody except tho members of tho Klan themselves know who aro mem-
bers, so far as you know ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Js it not probable that you, oven if you wore prosecuting counsel, would get
men on th(! jury who symi)athized with tho order, and even members of the order, as
luembers of the jury '!

Ansicer. Y'es. sir.

Mr. Sliand in nnother ])art of his testimony stated that he believed
every rcspectalilc nnnuirried man in that town was a member of tho
organization.

atill farther, to show the sentiment prevailing in Union County as to
this organization and its works, we add tlie Ibllowing from the testimony
of Dr. A. \V. Tliomson, the leading i)hysician of the county, who wit-
nessed the iir.st raid and interceded to have one man iu the jail spared,
who he believed was innocent, (pages 1115, lllG:)

Question. My purpose is to ascertain whether they have operated to i uch an oxteut
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aud ill Bnclra manner that persons are, to a considerable degree, afraid to take measures
for the purpose of detecting and bringing them to punishment.

Ausiccr. I don't want to be led, and will nut answer questions jes or no ; but I will
answer your question, I think, so I will bo understood. I do think this, that there ;u-o

persons in this community, men who are considered law-abiding men, who are consid-
ered good men, who really, in their hearts, approved of the tirst demonstrations of this

Eort that were made. I mean good men. I only judge from what I have heard them
say—by the general expression and tone and sentiment of the people. If they feel

that way—feel that although this is a terrible remedy, yet ultinuite good will follow
from it, it is naturally likely that they would not want to inllict punishment upon
those wlio are willing to sacrilice themselves for the general good.

Question. To what extent does that feeling j)revail {

Ansiver. Allow me to tiuish. I say I think that was the case at first, for I heard men
who are looked up to as hiading men in society—men who are considered examples for
young men, who would be iirubably led correctly or misled by them—I have heard
them speak imlirectly approving. '• It is a terrible thing," they would say, " for such
a thing as this to occur, yet we must confess that wo see a difiereuce ; that we are
safer ; that we feel more at ease ;" have expressed themselves in that way, and iii that
Avay, I think, have partially encouraged it ; but they do not do so now. These same
men I have heard talk in that way uov/ say at ouce, " This thing uuist be stopjied ; it

has gone far enough." They look at the ultimate result of it. They are anxious that
it shall stop, and are w^illing to do anything in their power that it shall be stopped.
They do not speak encouragingly of it. They shut their mouths, for they say it has
gone too far.

Question. Do many of them feel that they are responsible for its having gone too far,

by having encouraged it in the beginning?
^Ansiccr. I think not. I do not say they encouraged it directly, but indirectly.

Question. In the manner in which you have stated ?

Ansu-er. Yes, sir. They did not encourage it directly. For iiistance, if met by a
young man in the street, they would have been very far from telling him to take the

law into his own hands, yet they had to confess we had been delivered, as it were, from
a terrible future. So I think, .sir.

Question. Was not that the prevalent tone of the community here when these out-

rages commenced ?

Answer. 1 think not ; but stop ; do you ask did they approve of it ?

Question. Yes.

Ansiver. Ouly so far as I tell you—to say that they believed that these outrages— for

they were outrages; we can call them nothing else—had wrought their own good.

Q^uestiu7i. Were utterances of that kind simply exceptions, or were they the prevalent

tone of the community when this lawlessness began ?

Answer.- 1 rather think it was prevalent ; I rather think the majority used it.

Question. Now you think that tone has changed ?

Answer. I think it some time since changed, and that the same community now would
be williug to take measures to repress the disposition to such lawlessness. ]My opinion

is, that anything that can be done to stop anything of the sort now, they will do it by
their conversation or by their example in any way.

Question. Ha.s public sentiment so far changed on that subject that men who have

been guilty of murder through this organization in the past can be brought to justice

and punished for such lawlessness? . ,

Ansirer. I doubt that; I will tell you my own feeling, and I expect that I probably

was as much opposed to it as almost any man in the country. I think this: we look

upon them, and I for one now speak inoro freely than I did at the outset

Question. Go on; I desire to ascertain the true state of feeling here.

Ansu-er. That is what I say ; I spen,k, in what I am going to say now, more than I would

talk outside; I believe that these outrages have saved this community ; I believe it

lirmlv ; I believe there would have been a general conllict of races had sometliiug of

this sort not been resorted to. Believing that, I must believe that it was the shortest

road, and perhaps the most humane road—for I am speaking in that way—to becoming

civilized, as you may sav.

Question. lam not speaking of your duty, or that of any private citizen to make
himself active in ferreting out these men uov/; but if a man, who has been guilty of

one of these murders or outrages, IS apprehended by a proper otiicer .and brought to

this court-house for trial, will public sentiment sustain such a proceeding, if there be

evidence to couvict him, or is it looked upon in the view you have stated, that ho has

done a good work to the community, and that he ought to be released ?

Answer. No, sir ; I think this would be the feeling, while really sorry to see that

man punished, who would be looked upon as a martyr— I should, I really should, be-

cause mv idea is that he is not doing it a.s a labor of love ; I don't think they woula

commit any of these outrages except for the ultimate good, to save the country—

1
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eay, -nhilo wo inislit be Rorry tliat lie slioiikl bo brought to punisbmeut, I know the

fact tbat the coiut would bo Kustuiued iu its actiou.

The offenses in ISTewberry, Fairfield, and Chester Counties were not so

numerous as in Spartanburgh, Union, and York. In Fairfiehl, members
of the legislature were visited and required to resign ; and there were
numerous cases ol' whipping through the county.

In Newberry persons were threatened, and left the county to escape

violence. Protection papers, ^s they were called, were given to negroes,

being simply certificates by members of the democratic party that they

(the negroes) had voted or agreed to vote the democratic ticket, and
they were assured that with these they could remain with safety.

There were frequent offenses iu that part of Chester County border-

ing upon Union. Several visits having been made by the Ku-Klux
Klan and others apprehended, a negro militia company, whose caj)taiu

had been attacked, went into Chester iu March, 1S71, to consult about
their means of defense. The citizens became alarmed ; the report

spread to Union, York, and even as far as North Carolinii, as we learn

from the testimony of Plato Durham, that the negroes were rising in

insurrection. These negroes left the town, and, when out some seven or

eight miles, agreed to sei)arate and go to their homes, at the instance of

a Major Wilkes, who proposed that on the following Saturday a meeting
should be held, and some terms of understanding arrived at, the colored

peoi)le saying that they Avished protection against the Ku-Klux. On
the next morning after this agreement a church, used by the colored

people at Carmel Hill, was burned. A large number of white men,
armed, had assembled from the adjoining counties, and the negroes were
attacked and at least five of them killed. There were no disguises used;
it was in daylight, and the accounts of hov»' hostilities began are some-
what confiicting. The opposite sides of the statement may be found in

the testimonj- of Joseph P. Gist, wjio con(hicted a party of young men
from Uniou, on the one side, and that of Benjamin Gore, a member of
the colored militia, upon the other.

It is evident that, if apprehensions of organized violence on part of
the negroes were entertained by the whites, they were entirely ground-
less. The negroes were as badly scared as the whites.

In York County the same state of aifairs and of ])ublic sentiment pre-

vailed as already described in Spartanburgh and Union. Murders,
whippings, and intimidations occurred from November until March,when
the United States troops arrived and were stationed at Yorkville. Lieu-
tenant Colonel Lewis Merrill, who assumed command at that post on the
2(>th of ^Larch, and commenced investigation into the state of affairs,

says, (p. llGo :)

From the best Inforniation I can j;et, I estimate the number of cases of wbipping,
beatinfx, and pcrKonal violence of various grades, in this county, since tho 1st of last
November, at between three and four hundred, excluding numerous minor cases of
threatu, inliiiiidation, abiiK(>, and pmall personal violence, as knocking down with a
pistol or gun, «.\:e. Tiie more serious outrages, exclusive of murders and whippings,
noted hereafter, have been the ibllowing:

Ho then proceeds with the details of sixty-eight cases, giving the
names of the i)artics injured, white and black, and including the tearing
np of the lailwiiy, on lh(^ night before a raid was made by tlio Ku-Klux
on th(M-()unty lit-asuiy building. The rails were taken up to prevent
the arrival of the United States tro()i)s, who, it wasknown, were to come
on Sunday moring. The laid was made on that Sunday night while tho
troops were l^ing at Chester, twenty-two miles distant, unable to reach
Yorkville, because of the rails having been torn up.
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Having spoken of this occurrence, and said that the treasurer was, in
his belief, justly obnoxious to the community, ho proceeds, (pp. 1471,
1472 :)

Ansicer. There has been uo session of the court at this place since this occurrence,
and, so far as I can learn, no move has been made by the civil authorities in this mat-
ter except to take action on the defaulting, absconding treasurer. About two or three
•weeks subsequent to this, the office of the county probate judge was l)roken o])en and
a box of amtuunition for breech-loading muskets belonging to the State, and which
had been turned in to the sheriff" by the negro militia, was taken and carried ofl'; most
of the ammunition was subsequently distributed to a Klau of Ku-Klux, which is armed
with the muskets to which it is adapted. Having a reason to believe that a quantity
of this kind of ammunition was in the hands of certain Ku-Klux, I endeavored to trace
the facts in this case, and found no difficulty in getting at evidence, circumstantial
and oral, which clearly to mj' mind traced this crime to its authors. Preceding these
events, and during the time covered by them, there occurred a large number of incen-
diary tires in buildings of various grades and kinds—generally gin-houses and the
like—which are alleged, and I believe in most instances correctly, to have been the
work of the negroes in attempting to retaliate for real and su])poscd grievances brought
upon them by the whites. As is likely to be the case in such instances, most of these
fires entailed loss upon persons who, it might reasonably bo believed, were not the
authors of the outrages which it is supposed ])rovoked them. From the best informa-
tion 1 can obtain, I find that this class of incendiary fires, from about December last to
the present time, number twenty-two or about that. Besides those which arc, with
reasonable certainty, to be imputed to the negroes, there have been burned and torn
down some three houses or cabins, and several negro school-houses and churches

—

about four or five—which was the work of the Ku-Klux. I know of no instance of pun-
ishment, and only one instance of arrest of the parties concerned in ;jny of these fires.

One, which occurred within ten or twelve days, resulted in the arrest of a negro sup-
posed to have been the author. Since about the l.st of last December there have been
six murders by the Ku-Klux. I have examined the official records relating to these

cases with considerable care, and find that they show as follows.

He then gives the names of the victims and the details of the cases,

for \Yhich reference must be had t* his evidence. That his testimony

may be properly weighed, we introduce his own views and feelings, as

elicited by examination of two members of the committee, (pp. 1470-

1482.)

By Mr. Yjlx Trump :

# # « * » » »

Question. What are your politics. Colonel ?

Anstva: I am an officer in the Army, bred up in a school which taught me that officers

of the Army were not proper persons to mix in politics.

Question. Are you not known here as a pronounced republican?

Answer. If I am I do not know it.

Question. Are you not a rejjublican ?

Answer. Perhaps in the main my political opinions coincide more nearly with the

republican than with any other party on (jueslions relating to public affairs.

Question. Do you vote the republican or the democratic ticket ?

Ansicer. I have never cast but one vote in my life. I have never had any connection

or association with politics. I went to West Point when sixteen years of age, and my
life has been in the Armv ever since.

QneMion. I know it is a rule that the officers of the Army take little or no interest in

politics

Answer. I do not say that I take no interest in politics. I take a deep interest m the

affairs of my country ; but I do not take an active part in politics, and am not decided

in expressing political opinions, except it be in social or domestic conversation.

Question. You do not know whether you are a republican or not ?

Anm-er. In one sense I am not a republican ; that is, there are many parts ot the

policy of the republican party Avhich I would obj,ect to a« a citizen ;
but I do decidedly

and much more decidedly object to a great many parts of the policy of the democratic

party.
Question. With which party, the democratic or republican, do your affiliations and

svmpathies go? ,

'
Ansivcr. Mostly with the republicans—more decidedly with the republicans than witu

the democrats. "

Question. You say you are not a partisan ?

Answer. I am not at all, sir. ^



42 REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

I Ttvill ask permission to say one -woicl with reference to tlie last question which has

been i)iit—the question whether I was not known as a pronounced republican. I wish
to bo allowed to state that I havo engaged in no political discussion of any kind
whatever since I havo been here, and the reason for doing so was that I consider my
position such that it w(nild bo unbelitting in me to engage in iiolitical discussions,

particulailv in the excited state of public feeling hero.
» ' 7! * » * » *

By Mr. Stevex.son :

Question. I desire to ask with what impressions you camo hero in regard to this organ-

ization generally.
Jnsn-er. I came hero from Kansas, where I had no knowledge at all of anything con-

nected with these matters, except such as one gets in an ordinary reading -of the news-
papers, and \i\} to the time when I reached Louisville, the headquarters of this depart-

ment, 1 fully believed tliat the stories in circulation v/ero enormous exaggerations, and
that the newspaper stories were incredible. To satisfy my curiosity on that point

more than anything else, in the course of my ofiicial conversation with General Terry,

commander of the department, I asked him how much truth there was in the news-

Eaper stories. He replied, "When yon get to South Carolina, yon v.-ill find that tho
alf has not been told you." Still, 1 came here with the idea that thej- were sporadic

instances of mol) violence, fully impressed with the notion tliat they v.-ere a few occa-

sional cases that might bo regarded rather as vigilance committee matters than any-
-thing else. When I first came here I was impressed for a number of days with the
idea, from my conversation with the principal people hero, and from the appearance of

things, that there was every probability, and I so reported, of a speedy termination of
these acts. But very soon, from the facts brought to my notice, I had occasion to

change my mind, and I became convinced that the Kn-Klux organization was not only
a very huge one and exceedingly well organized, but a very dangerous one, and that
their purpose was to persist in this whenever opportunity favored them. I am now
of opinion that I never conceived of such a state of social disorganization being possi-

ble in any civilized connnunity as exists in this county now. Although quiet, it is

now very little better than it has been previously. There appears to me to be a dis-

eased state of ])ublic sentiment in regard to the administration of justice. The out-
rages which havo occurred in the Clay Hill region, I feel confident, could be controlled

bj' the white i)eople there very readily, if they chose to brjng the force of public opin-
ion against then). But until I endeavored to stimulate that opinion myself against
acts of this kind, there np])eared to be no elibrt of the kind made by the people; and
certainly it was the fact that public sentiment was silent ; if not sustainiug these acts,

it was silent in regard to them. In all my conversations with people, I have beemuet
constantly with tlio i)alllatlve remark in regard to these outrages—conceding that they
are wrong an<l all that—almost always the conversation has contained the substanco
of this remark, " But you cannot but acknowledge that they have done some good," as
if lawless violence could ever do anything but harm. It is that ])onit in the conversa-
tion of the best men of the community hero which has so startled me as to the demor-
alization of jiublic opinion.

Qucstioii. If I understand you, then, jou came hero predisposed to doubt the extent
and serious character of this Ku-Klnx organization and its proceedings?

Ansntr. Let me put it stronger even than that. I Avas absolutely incredulous, not
only of its extent, but of the possibility of such a state of facts as exists here.

The (lifficnlty of restoring or preservini^' order in sncli a commimity
will be better understood wlien it is learned that, about the middle of
May, Colonel Merrill had a conCerenee with the leadinij citizens of York-
ville, the nature ot which Mill be more fairly stated by giving? it from
the Yorkville Enfjuirer of May 18, 1871, as it was introduced in the
testimony of J. D. Witherspoon, esq., a leading lawyer of that county,
(pages 1498, 1-400

:)

A COXFJ-.r.KXCi;—THE KU-KLUX LAW.

A number of our citizens, by invitation, visited Major Merrill, post commandant at
this place, r)n Saturday last, to confer ui)ou the subject of the disorderly aud turbulent
fipirit whicii has juevalli'd in this section of the State.
Major Menlll expressed his n-grets that bands of disguised men had recently been

whijipMig and otiurwise mallrcating white and colored citizens of this section. He
rucntioned incidents conncicti-d with each of the most recent acts of violence, which
imi)resse(i those present witii tiie idea that he is kept informed as to the operations of
disguised perMons in this county. Ho stated that he had in his possession the names of
a nunibei of the iiarthis wiio had engaged in these lawless acts ; aud was also in pos-
session of proof anjpiy sullicieiit to convict some of tho persons before any impartial
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jury. He seemed to be amused at the idea tliat tbc names of the guilty parties wero
uot known to tlie people, and asserted that he could i'uruish them, and could also have
such persons arrested in a few hours. He expressed the belief that the reason why
these parties persisted in such acts, was the certainty they felt that no person woulil
dare to testify against them ; and, in this connection,'^ he exonerated the civil ollicers of
what would appear to-be dereliction in the discharge of their duties, by uot arresting
and bringing to trial the guilty persons. For the reason that victims are afraid to
make complaints, no warrants are issued, and consequently the sheriff or other proper
officer is powerless to make arrests. /
Major filerrill frankly stated that his sole object in asking a conference was that

ho might induce the intluential citizens of the county to adopt prompt and decisive
measures to suppress any further disturbance, and thereby avoid the consequences of
military interference ; that he much i^referred that the civil authorities shoidd regulate
their own affairs; and that he was satisfied that if the poophj opposed to lawlessness
would unite and sustain each other and the civil authorities iu suppressing sucli acts,

domestic disorder would cease at once. He referreil to the fact that a large number of
the laborers in the northeastern section of the county were afraid to sleo]) in their
houses, and that such a state of affairs could not longer be tolerated 5 that ho was
daily expecting notice that the writ of habeas corpus had been suspended in this county,
but still hoped, by the timely action of the people, the necessity of declaring martial
law would be avoided.

It is now left v.ith our peov/le to say whether or not they intend to regulate their
own civil affairs. To succeed iu restoring qiiiet and order, men must no longer with-
hold their expressed and unequivocal disapprobation. Can we longer permit the best
interests of society to be imperilled without a protest, when the remedy is so i)lain

and obvious? All unlawfrd acts are wrong iu principle, and the only difference can be
as to the remedy. In this case that remedy lies in public opinion. Let public opinion
condenjn violent acts as wrong, and society 'will no longer be afflicted with domestic
disorder.

Any further repetition of apts of violence in this county, vre feel assured, will bo
regarded by the military authorities, under the Ku-Klnx act, as a denial of the equal
protection of law to all of our citizens. The military will proceed, by arresting the
8upi)osed guilty parties, to suppress acts of violence, as directed under the Ku-Klux
act; and parties, when arrested, will be delivered over to the United States marshal, to

be tried before the United States court at Columbia, Charleston, or Greenville. Under
euch circumstances, it will be next to impossible to procure bail. The innocent as well
as the guilty are liable to be suspected, and the expense of trial in the United States

court will necessitate costs iu x>iocuring witnesses, counsel fees, &c., that lew of our
citizens can meet.
The Kn-Klux act comprehends all persons found iu disguise, or in unlawful as-

semblies on the highways, or on the premises of another. This act will bo enforced,

and rigidly enforced ; and unless our people at once determine that there must be no
further acts of violence iu the county, Ave will soon have occasion to observe the
practical operations of the law in its utmost severity, and with all its unpleasant con-

feequences.

With this very clear apprehension of the results likely to follow from
any further violence, a card was drawn up and signed by several hun-

dred citizens of the county, closing with these words, (p. 140D:)

We respectfully solicit a hearty co-operation of our fellow-citizens throughout .the

county in our efforts to prcserve'the peace and prevent further acts of violence and
domestic disorder'.

Two of the participants in that conference were J. W. Avery and Dr.

J. K. Brattoh. J. W. Avery's name is signed to the card. The testi-

mony taken by the committee shows that J. W. Avery is the chief of

the ku-Klux klau iu the county, and that Dr. Bratton also recognized

members by the signs, and is since clearly shown to have been with the

party of Ku-Klux who committed the murder of Jim Williams. We
find also among the names those of J. J. Hunter, V/. H. Su.yder, E. E.

McCafirey, W. H. Colcock, Marcus Harris, all of whom are shown to be

members' of the order. The effect of a " respectfid solicitation" from a

chief who could command under penalty of death, it would not be diffi-

cult to determine. The publication of these names throughout the

county was but notice to their brethren that they knew all t aat \vas to

be done pgainst them. Colonel Wither.spoon himself testifies as follows,

(Dp. 1511},15L'0:)
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By tiio CiLiIRMAn:

Questhti. Why had not the citizens of the county taken measures before Colonel Mer-

rill requested tiiis couference to suppress them ?

Answer. I am notable to state.

Qucatiou. Did you not see and feel that the people hero who acknowledged the dan-

ger and the great enormity of these crimes had not the moral courage to speak out

against them f

Answer. At one time the feeling Avas so great

Question. Was not that the fact ?

Answer. Yes, sir; at one time.

Quc'^tion. That tlio terrorism was so great?
Answer. Yes, sir ; tliero was a time liere when the men who were opposed did not

oxi)ress their opinion, because they did not know Avho they were expressing it of.

Question. Was not that your own feeling?

Answer. Yes, sir ; my own fceliug of the matter was, I would have spoken of it much
sooner if I hud thought public sentiment was prepared for it.

Question. Was not the public sentiment of this town and county, whatever it may
have been in private, was it not suppressed and kept quiet until the arrival of the troops

at this place I

Answer. I do not know that it was snp))resscd. I speak only of my own individual

case. I spoke to Major Jlerrill of my iudividual case. I did not speak of actual force.

Question. Did not people keep quiet so far as condemning these outrages was con-

cerned ?

Answer. No, sir ; I think so far as they felt that they could do it safely, they expressed
themselves, so far as that expression would have been safe.

Question. What was your own o[)inion ?

Answer. My opinion was that I could not guide or quell this storm, and I did not
know where I was going in putting mj^self in it.

Question. Did you not feel apprehensive that, if you denounced these outrages, you
would encounter ])ersonal danger?
Answer. I did not know but what I would. I did not know whether I would or not.

I did not know but what.1 might.

Such being tlie state of public sentiment, we do not deem it necessary
to give any detail of their disguises, arras, mode of proceeding, and
avowed purposes, as they correspond with those of the Ku-Khix pro-

ceedings elsewhere.
One case of whii)ping in this county may, however, be properly in-

troduced as a specimen of that class of cases, and as an illustration of
the designs of the order and the effects of its operations.

EUas Hill is a remarkable character. He is crii)pled in both legs and
arms, which are shriveled by rheumatism ; lie cannot walk, cannothelp
himself, has to be fed and cared for personally by others; was in early
life a slave, whose freedom was purchased, his father buying his mother
and getting Elias along with her, as a burden of which his master was
glad to be rid. Stricken at seven years old with disease, he never was
afterward able to walk,' and he presents the appearance of a dwarf
with the lind)s of a child, the body of a man, and a finely developed in-

tellectual head. lie learned his letters and to read by calling the
school children into the cabin as they passed, and also learned to write.

He became a Uaptist ])reacher, and after the war engaged 'in teaching
colored children, and conducted the business correspondence of many
of his colored neighbors. Jle is a man of blameless character, of unu-
sual intelligence, speaks good English, and we put the story of his
wrongs in his own language, (pp. llUG-8:)

Question. State whether at any time men in disguise have come to the iilace where
you live, and if so, what tln-y did and said. First, state when it was.
Answer. On the night of the ."itii of last May, after 1 had heard a great deal of what

they had done in that iieighboihood, they eanu^. Jt was between 12 and 1 o'clock at
night when I was awak(,-1ie(l and heard th(< dogs barking, and something walking,
vi-ry jnucli like liorseH. As I had often laid awaii(! lislening for sneh ])ersons, for thej
hud been all lliiough tli(i ueiglihoihood, and dislurlied all men and many women, I

supposed that it was* them. They came in a very lapid manner, and I could hardly tell

whether it waa the suuud of liorHcs or men. At last they came to my brot ler's door.
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wliicli is in tLe same yard, and broke open the door and attacked Lis v\-ifo, and I
heard her screaming and mourning. I could not iinderstand what they said, for they
were talking in an outlandish and unnatural tone, which I had heard they generally
vised at a negro'.s house. I heard them knocking around in her house. I vvas lying in
my little cabin in the yard. At last I heard them have her in th<r yard. She was cry-
ing, and tlie Kn-Klux were whipping her to make her tell where Ilived. I heard her
say, " You is his house." She has told me since that they first asked who had taken
me out of her house. They said, " Where's Elias ?" She said, " He doesn't stay here

;

you is his house. " They were then in the yard, and I had heard Them strike her five or
six licks when I heard her say this. Some one then hit my door. It flow open. One
ran iu the house, and stopping ahout the middle of the house, which is a small cabin,
he turned around, as it seemed to mo as I lay there awake, and said, " Who's here?"
Then I knew they wouhl take me, and I answered, " I am here." He shouted for joy,
as it seemed, " Here ho is ! Here he is ! We have found him ! " and he threw the bed-
clothes off of me and caught me by one arm, while another man took mo by the other
and they carried mo into the yard between the houses, my brother's and mine, and
put meon the ground beside a boy. The first thing they asked me was, " Who did
that burning F Who burned our houses ?"—gin-houses, dwelling-houses and such. Some
had been burned in the neighborhood. I told them it was not me ; I could not burn
houses ; it was unreasonable to ask me. Then they hit me with their hsts, and said I

did it, i Pidered it. They went on askiug me didn't I tell the black men to ravish all tho
white women. No, I answered them. They struck me again with their fists on my
breast, and then they went on, '•When did you holda night-meeting of the Union League,
and who were the officers? Who was the president?" I told them I had been the presi-

dent, but that there had been no Union League meeting held at that place where they
were formerly held since away in the fall. This was the 5th of May. They said that
Jim Eaney, that was hung, had been at my house since the time I had said the League
was last held, and that he luul made a speech. I told them he had not, because I did
not know the man. I said, " Upon honor." They said I had no honor, and hit me again.

They went on asking me hadn't I been writing to Mr. A. S. Wallace, in Congress, to

get letters from him. I told them I had. They asked what I had been writing about?
I told them, '• Only tidings." They said, with an oath, " I know the tidings were d—

d

good, and you were writing something al)out f,he Ku-Klux, and haven't you been preach-
ing and praying about the Ku-Klux ?" One asked, " Haven't you been preaching politi-

cal sermons?" Generally, one asked me all the questions, but the rest were squatting
over me—some six men I counted as I lay there. Said one, " Didn't you preach against

the Ku-Klux," and wasn't that what Mr. Wallace was writing to me about. "Not at all,"

I said. " Let me see the letter," said he ;
" what was it about ?" I said it was on the

times. They wanted the letter. I told them if they would take me back into the

house, and lay me iu the bed, which was close adjoining my books and papers, I would
try and get it. They said I would never go back to that bed, for they were going to

kill me—" Never expect to go back ; tell us where the letters are." I told them they

were on the shelf somewhere, and I hoped they would not kill uje. Two of them went
into the house. My sister says that as quick as they went into the house they struck

the clock at the foot of the bed. I heard it shatter. One of the four around mo
called out, " Don't break any private property, gentlemen, if you please ; we have goV

him we came for, and that's all we want." I did not hear them break anything else.

They staid in there a good while hunting about and then came out and asked me for a

lamp. I told them there was a lamp somewhere. They said " Where ? " I was so con-

fused I said I could not tell exactly. They caught my leg—you see what it is—and
pulled me over the yard, and then left me there, knowing I could not walk nor crawl,

and all six went into the house. I was chilled with the cold lying iu tho yard at that

tinu^. of night, for it was near 1 o'clock, and they had talked and beat me and so on
until half an hour had passed since they first approached. After they had staid in

the house for o. considerable time, they came back to where I lay and asked if I wasn't

afraid at all. They pointed pistols at me all around my head once or twice, as if they

were going to shoot me, telling me they were going to kill me ; wasn't I ready to die,

and willing to die ? Didn't I preach ? That they came to kill me—all the timo pointmg
pistols at jue. This second time they came out of the house, after plundering tho

house, searching for letters, they came at me with these pistols, and asked if 1 was
ready to die. I told them that I was not exactly ready ; that I would rather live ;

that

I hoped they would not kill me that time. They said they would ; I had better pre-

pare. One caught me by the leg and hurt me, for my leg for forty years has l)een

drawn each year, more and more year by year, and I made moan when it hurt so. One

eaid " G-d d n it, hush !
" He had a horsewhip, and he tolil me to pull up my shirt,

and he hit inc. He told me at ovey lick, " Hold up your shirt." I made a moan every

time he cut with the horsewhip. 'l reckon he struck me eight cuts right on the liip

bone ; it was almost the only place he could hit my body, my legs are so short— all

my limbs drawn up and withered away with pain. I saw one of them standing over

me or by me motion to them to quit. They all had disguises on. I then thought they
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would not lull iTie. Ono of tlieni then took a strap, and hiickled it around my neck and

said " Let's take liini to the river and drown him." " Wliat course isthe river If" they

asked me I tohl them cost. Then ono of tUem went fcelinj^ about, as if ho was

]ookin<-- for somethin«;-, and said, " I don't see no east! Where is the d d thing'?"

as if he did not understand what I meant. After pulling tlic strap around my neck,

h<! took it oil' and gave nic a lick on my hip when; ho had struck me Avith tjic horse-

whip. One of them said, " Now, you see, I've burned up the d d letter of Wal-

lace's and all," and ho brought out a little book and savt*, " What's this lor if " I told

.iim I did not know ; to let "me see with a light and I could read it. They brought a

iamp and I read it. It was a book in which I had keep an account of tiie school, I

had been licensed to keep a school. I read them some of the names. He said that

would do, and asked if I had been paid for those scholars I had put down. I said no.

He said I'would now have to die. I was somewhat afraid, but one said not to kill rae.

They said " Look here! Will you put a card in tho paper next week like Jtme Moore

audSol Hill?" They had been prevailed on to put a card in the paper to renounce all

republicanism and never vote. I said, " If I had the nioney to pay the exi)ense, I

could." They said I could borrow, and gave me another lick. They asked rae, " Will

yon quit preaching ? " I told them I did not know. I said that to save my life. They

said I nmst -stop tliat republican paper th.at was coming to Clay Hill. It has been

only a few weeks since it stopped. The republican weekly paper was then coming to

ine'from Charleston. It came to my name. They said I nmst stop it, quit preaching,

and ])ut a card in tho newspaper renouncing republicanism, and they would not kill

me ; l)Ut if I did not they would come back the next v.-eek and kill nu\ With that-

one of them went into tlie house where my brother and my sister-in-law liveil, and

broftght her to pick me up. As she stooped down to pick me up one of them struck

•her, and as she was carrying me into the house another struck her with a strap. Sho
carried mo into the house and laid me ou the bed. Then they gath(!red around and

told UK! t:) pray for them. I tried to pray. They said, " Don't you ])ray.against Ku-
Klux, but pray that God may forgive Kn-Klux. Don't pray against us. Pray that

God may bless and save us." 'l was so chilled with cold lying out of doors so long and
in such pain I could not speak to pray, but I tried to, and they said that would do very

well, and all went out of the houseexcept one. He lianded mo back a little book, That

school-book, saying, " Here's that little book;" but it seemed that he forgot to speak

in that outlan<iish tone that they use to disguise their voices. Ho spoke in his com-

umn, phiin voice, and then ho went out.

QHCistioii. Was that the end of it with you ?

Jnsurr. Yes, sir.

Qitcxiiou. How many of these men were there ?

^litsmr. Six.

Question. How were they disguised ?

Answer. With coverings over their faces. Some had a kind of check disguise on tlicir

heads. One had black oil-cloth over his head, and something liko gloves covering his

hands and wrists. When they brought tho lamp to read that little book I could see

his face all around his eyes, and ho seemed a red-whiskered man.
Qitcntion. Did yon know any of them ?

Annuer. No, sir ; I cannot say I know any one of them.

Satisfiod that lie could no longer live in that community, he had
written to make inquiry about the means of going himself to Liberia.

Uearing t!iis, many of his neighbors desired to go also. Being interro-

gated ujjon that subject, he said, (pages 1410, 1411
:)

Qiienlion. Is it a fact that yon are makiug arrangomeuts to go ?

An-surr. Yea, sir; that is the fact.

(Jitci<t'ion. And others are making arrangements to follow you?
Answer. Yes, sir; to go to (he same place, whether because I am going or for some

other cause I cannot tell ; but wo all ascribe tlui same cause for this moveuient ; we do
not believe it iiossible, from the past history ami ])reoeiit aspect of afl'airs, for our people
to live, in this country jieaceably, and educate and elevate their children to that degree
to which they dcsin;. They do not believe it ])ossible—neither <lo I. 1 think so from
reading history and froui the ])rescnt state of things around us. The number of families

there stated, seventy «)r eighty, a-ssign their own reasons for their going, which are
tboso I have slated, but not my advice.

Question. It is douo on their own uu^tiou?
Answer. Yun, sir.

» » » » » « #

Question. What i.s the feeling out there now among the colored people?
Answer. Those (liat aro not airanging to go to Liberia have somo hope, through the

operation of this sub-connnitteo here and elsewhere, and that they will pacify the
•whites, who will cast oil tho Ku-Klux iu such degree that wo hope the times will bo
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better for theiii. Vfo hope for inucli tIiroii.c;b the operatiou of this sub-committee, and
through tho THioishment of the Ku-Klux, who are the neighbors generally, so that the
times will cveutually come that those who want to go away now may stay, fiudingthat
they can live in peace. But for certain of us, we have 'lost hope' entirely since the
whites pledged themselves at the meeting at the forks of the road three "miles from
where I live, and then broke all those pledges ; those whites that professed to be our
friends then have since cried out and rejoiced in our hearing over our injuries and
sufferings. That is the reason we have arranged to go away. Others are still hoping,
as I said, for relief, through the means of this sub-committee.

He Laving been charged by the Ku-Klax, while whipping him, with
preaching political sermons, that subject was brought tohis notice,
(pages 1412, 1413

:)

By Sir. V.VN Trump :

Question. You do not feel very kindly toward the -white race?
Jnswei: I am afraid of them now.
Question. Frightened at tliem ?

Avsiva: Yes, sir. I have good-will, love, and affection toward them, but I fear them.
Question. Is that because you are a Baptist, or why ?

Ansicer. I know it is my duty as a human being to respect all the human race, and
also the grace of God teaches me to say so.

Question. When jou get to preaching, do you not show up the -wrongs and "oppres-

sions suffered from these white people i

Answer. Yes,' sir.

Question. Is that -what you generally i^reach abo.nt ?

Answer. Yes, sir; love universal.
Question. I do not wish to mislead you or have you answer without fully understand-

ing my question.
Answer. Please to ask it again.
Question. I aSk yoti if the subject-matter of your sermons is the -v^rongs and cruelties

inflicted by these white people ?

Answer. No, sir; not at all. I was accused of that on the night when they beat me;
but that is not the subject on which I preach ; it is scriptural salvation.

Question. You have the idea that these white people are determined to put you black
people down ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have that idea very strongly. They are determined to keep uo
from using any influence for republicanism, which we believe is God's will. I do be-

lieve it comes nearer to God's will and universal love and friendship in this world than
any other.

Question. You mean republican government ?

AnsuKT. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you also mean the republican party ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I believe the republican i)arty advocates what is nearer the laws
of God than any other party, and therefore I feel that it is right.

Question. When you are preaching, do you preach republicanism in your sermons

f

Ansiver. No, sir ;'l preach the Gospel, repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Question Do you never preach about politics?

Answo'. No, sir.

Question. Then these Ku-Klux -were wrong in their acc-asation

Answer. Y'es, sir ; they were.

Having thus given the state cf things prevailing in these counties,

we desire to state, so that no false impression may be made, that what-

ever may be the fact as to tlie existence of the organization throughout

the State,, its operations since 18G8 have been confined chiefly to these

nine counties, a few sporadic cases only having occurred in other coun-

ties, and they commenced immediately after the election in October,

1870.

Since the testimony in these counties was taken, the President, by

proclamations of 12th and ITih of October, suspended tbe privileges of

the writ of habeas corpnsj under the third and fourth sections of the

act of April 20, 1871, in these nine counties. Numerous arrests have

been made, and the prisoners held to bail or committed for trial. At
the recent term of the circuit court held at Columbia true bills were
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found a^^ainst 785 defendants, there being about 500 in all, as some are

defendants in several bills. Five have been convicted npon trial; lifty

have plead guilty. At the close of the term the grand jury made the

following presentment:

I'KESEXTMKXT OV THE GUAXD JtT.Y.

To the Judges of tJie United States Circuit Court :

In closin.i; tho labors of the present term, the grand .jury beg leave to submit the

following presentment: Dnring tho wliole session wo have been engaged in investi-

gations of the most grave and extraordinary eharacter—investigations of the crimes

committed by the organization known as the Kn-Khix Klau. The evidence elicited has

been voluminous, gathered from the victims themselves imd their families, as well as

those who belong to the Klan and participated in its crimes. The jnry has been

ehocUed beyond measure at the developments which hav(! been made in their presenco

of the number and character of the atrocities committed, producing a state of terror

and a sense of utter insecnrity among a large ])ortion of the i)eoi)le, especially the

colored population. The evidence produced before us has established the following

facts:

1. That there has existed since 1868, in many counties of the State, an organization

known as the " Ku-Klnx Klan," or "Invisible Empire of tho South," which embraces
in its membership a large proportion of the white population of every profession and
class.

2. That this Klan, bound together by an oath, administered to its members at tlie

time of their initiation into the order, of which the following is a copy

:

OBLIGATIOX.

I, (name,) before tho immacnlate Judge of Heaven and Earth, and upon the Holy
Evangelists of Almighty Goil, do, of my own free will and accord, subscribe to the fol-

lowing sacredly biniling obligation :

'•1. We are on the side of justice, humanity, and constitutional liberty, as be-

queathed to us in its purity by our forefathers.

"2. Wo ojjpose and reject tlie principles of the radical party.
" 3. We pledge mutual aid to each other in sickness, distress, and pecuniary embar-

rassment.
" 4. Female friends, widows, and their households, shall ever be special objects of

our regard and protection.

"Any member divulging, or causing to be divulged, any of the foregoing obliga-

tions, shall meet the fearful penalty ami traitor's doom, which is Death! Death!
Death!"
That in addition to this oath tho Klan has a constitution and by-laws, which pro-

vides, aifiong other things, that each member shall furnish himself with a pistol, a Ku-
Kliix gown, and a signal n)strument. That the operations of the Klan were executed
in the night, and were invariably directed against members of the republican party

by waniings to leave the country, by whijipings. and by uinrder,

'.i. That in large portions of the counties of York, Union, and Spartauburgli, ro winch
our attention has been more ]iarticularly called in our investigations during part of
the time for the last eighteen months, the civil law has been set at dehance, and
ceased to aiford any protection to tho citizens.

4. 'Jhat th(! Klan, in currying out the purposes for which it was organized and armed,
inllicted summary vengeance on the coloi"e(l citizens of these counties, by breakinginto
their houses at the dead of night, dragging tliem tiom their beds, torturing them iu

the most inhuman mainier, and in many iiistanees nundering them; and this, mainly,
on account of lln-ir i)olilic;il afliliations. Occasionally additional reasons operatetl,

but in no instance was tht; political feature wanting.
C). Tiiat for this condition of things, I'or all these violations of law and order, and

the sacied riglits of citizens, many of the leading men of those counties were respou-
Hilile. It was jtroven that largi; nundiers of the most pnnninent citizens were mem-
bers of the onhr. Many of tliis class attended meetings of the Grand Khm. At a
meeting oi the Grainl Klan, hehl in Spartanburgh County, at Avhicli tliere were repre-
sentatives from the various dens of 8i)artanliurgii, York, Union, and C'iiester Counties,
in this State, l)esidcs a numlx'r from Nortii Carolina, a resolution was adoiited that no
raids should be undertaken, or an*- one whi])ped or injured by members of the Klan,
without orders from the Giand Ivlnn. The penally for violating this resolution was
one hundred lashcH on the l)are back for the (irst olfense, and for tins second, death.
This testiuHiiiy estaijlishes the nature of the diseipliue, inl'oii:ed in the order, and ahso

the fact that many of tho men who were openly and publiely speaking against tho
Klan, and pretending to deplore the work of this nunderous conspiracy, were inllueu-

tial membcrH of tho order, und directing its operations even iu detail.
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The jury has been appalled as much at the number of outrages as at their ch?^acter,
it appeariug that eleven murders and over six hundred whippings have been com-
mitted in York County alone. Our investigation in regard to the other counties
named has been less full ; but it is believed, from the testimony, that an equal or
greater number has been committed in Union, and that the number is not greatly
less in Spartanburgh and Laurens.
We are of the opinion that the most vigorous prosecution of the parties implicated

in these crimes is imperatively demanded ; that without this there is great danger
that these outrages will be continued, and that there will be no security to our fellow-
citizens of African descent.

Wc would say further, that unless the strong arm of the Government is interposed
to punish these crimes committed upon tliis class of citizens, there is every reason to
believe that an organized and determined atte.mpt at retaliation will be made, which
can only result in a state of anarchy and bloodshed too horrible to contemplate.
We have visited the United States prisoners confined in the county jail, and find

them all in a healthy condition, being provided with seemingly ample provisions of
good, wholesome quality ; but tlie quarters in which they are confined, owing to their
being greatly crowded, have not been kept as clean as is desirable.

Should it be necessary for these jn'isoners to be kept here any length of time, we
would respectfully recommend that at least one-half of those in the jail be removed
to the prison on Sumter street. The prisoners complain of having to pay a servant
for bringing up their wood to them after it has been delivered in the jail-yard.

Some of them are in want of clothing, not having a change with them, and what
they have is insufflcient to keep them comfortable at this season of the year. Some
are also in want of shoes. There is some complaint of the food being at times indif-

ferently cooked ; they should have some change of diet at least three times per week.
The prisoners confined on Sumter street, in what is known as the Neagle House, we

find in good, clean, comfortable quarters, well provided with blankets, &c. The food
seemed to be good and wholesome, and we are of the opinion that the officers in charge
have discharged their duties as well as they could possibly have done.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
BENJ. F. JACKSON, Foreman.

The estimate of the meaus by which the negroes are controlled, and
of the influences which have brought about the existing state of feeling

between them and the white race, was given in the testimony of Gen-
eral M. C. Butler, (pages 1200, 1201

:

)

Question. In proceeding to state what had caused the disposition to violence among
the negroes, you answered that it was by men from the North, combined with some of

the most unrelenting slave-drivers who had been in the South. Do you attribute so

much greater influence to that class of people than to the former masters, and the

intelligent portion of the State ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. How has that ascendency been procured ?

A7istvcr. I think by misrepresentation and falsehood in many instances, and by bri-

bery, by playing upon their superstition. It is done by the organization of this IJnion

League; it is by a misrepresentation of the feeling of the former masters. Because

many of these very men now have more influence over them than their former masters,

and "they have only acquired that influence by misrepresentation and falsehood.

Question. They were formerly slave-masters?

Ansiver. Yes ; many of these men I speak of, known as scalawags in this State, were-

slave-masters. I do iaot pretend to say it is universal, or that that class is composed
of relentless slave-drivers, for I believe that some few South Carolinians have gone

into the republican party conscientiously.

Question. Then the eft'ect of the relation of master and slave having existed, does not

prevent the master from acquiring that ascendency over the negro?

Ansiver. I do not think it does. I think if the master would become a radical he

would go for him right off".

Question. Is that the only way the negro vote could be controlled ?

Ansircr. I think it is about the only way. I do not say eventually ; I think, in the

long run, it may be controlled by different meaus, when their eyes are opened to the

character of the radicals. I do not mean to say that every radical is a rascal.

Question. You do not say that the former relation of master and slave deprives +he

native South Carolinian of an influence over the former slave ?

Ansiver. Not at all. .

Question. Yon think bribery, intimidation, and deceit are the only means by which

the negro is kept by the radical party ?
• i t ^i •

i
-^ t

Answer. Yes, sir; I think misrepresentation and becoming a radical. I think :t 1

4kk
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should declare myself a republican to-morrow I could got a largo majority of their

votes just. Iroui that fact, witliout regard to my antecedents.

(Jticxlion. Have j'ou no idea that the negro is led to that party by his conscientious

belief?
Ansircr. No, sir.

(Jttoiliun. And his apprehension that the other has not been and will not bo his frieud ?

Ansarr. I think it has been drilled into him tliat the republican party freed him
;

that tiiey eauie liere with banners Hying and emancipated him. I think all this sort

of talselioods have been drilled into him, whicli is not true, as I understand it; forT

think the democrats had about as nuieh to do with freeing (hem as the radicals.

(Jurslion. You think that is a part of the system of falsehoods used by tliem as a party ?

AnnH-t;): Certainly: for if a man is a republieau, that is enough, if he is from the

penitentiary; bat if he is a democrat, they will have nothing to do with him, whoever
he is. They are under the influence of the Union League and this sort of misrepresen-

tation and deceit Avhich is used to control them, for that is the only object. I think

the scales -svill be removed from their eyes and leave tliem in the lu'xt live; years.

Question. You think the statement "to the negro that the republican party, as an
organization, was the instrument of his emancipation, and that they came hero with

banners Hying, and that the republicans were the friends of the negroes, is a part of the

system of falsehood resorted to in order to keep the negroes in the rcipuhlieau party?
" Avsurr. Certainly I do.

(Jiicslinn. And that that is falsehood ?

Aiiswcr. I do not ])retend to say tliat the republican party was not instrumental in

Ihe emancii)ation of the negro, but I do not say that they were solely responsible for

it, for that is not a historical fact.

Qiiendon. I think they were only instruments.
Answer. But democrats—you -wen; a democrat up to 18G3, Mr. Senator?
(Ju€:<tion. Yes, sir, and I tiiink ))otli parties were responsible.

ADtwer. If yon come to that question, I think, in reality, the authors of the rebellion

were the active instruments of emancipation, antl, therefore, I think the negroes should
be more thankful to ns ; and so I said on the stump last sunnner. I illustrated it in

this manner: Take Governor 8cott. I mention him merely because he is a govcruoi".

His party came here and found the white people strung along on one side of a line and
the negroes on the other. There was a sharp line of demarcation between them, a caste

distinctly recognized. It seems to me that if he had desired the interest and prosperity

and welfare of the whole country—I take him as an illustration, meaning men that

come down here like him—instead of going between those two hostile lines arrayed
against each other and endeavoring to bring about harmony and good feeling, attemiit-

iug to induce them to get along quietly without bickering and bad feeling, he comes
dovrn here and says to the negro here, " Just across this line are your enemies. Have
nothing to do with them. Eschew them. They will put you back into slavery."

Now that Avas a lalsehood. He would say, " I am one of those who emancipated you.

You nnist stick to us. We are rei)ublicans," and so on. That is all the negro knows.
He has been told, these people are your enemies. Instead of bringing about harmony,
as he could have done, ho steps between the lines and increases the bitterness. The
natural result is that the negroes and the whites have had each other by the throats,

while he and his party have been between the lines of battle protiting by the spoil.

That General Butler, as a represeutativc man, entertaining these views,
may express for himself his feelings toward the State government, we
introduce the following, (pp. 1203, 1204:)

Quenlion. Was it not that state of feverishness and opposition to the General Govern-
ment which pn-pared every man's mind here to iind all the fault he could after th«!

close of the war 1

AiiHwrr. Immediately after the close of the war, of course, there was that feeling.
There always is in sucli cases, and I dani say there is the same in the North against the
South ; Ijut, as I said, I think that dissatisfaction would have snltsided to a great extent
if we had felt that we had been treated with proper good faith. I think if Mr. John-
son had called together Congress, and harmony had been preserved with them and his
cabinet, ami a different course ha<l been pursued by them, there would have been a
different state of tilings here now.

(Juexlimi. Tiieu tiie want of good faith consists in Congress not permitting the gov-
ernment here to go on as I'resident Johnson had organized it, but insisting upon thoir
right to organize it?

An.'iicn: 1 tiiink so, to a great extent, that wo aro not responsible for Mr. Johnson's
action.

Question. But yr)ur view is that* this portion of the UnitiMl States v/as to be treated,
U) soni(» extent, as a foreign territory, and whatever terms were imposed were to be
accepted by you as a. conquered people ?
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Ansicei: Yes, sir.

Question. But notwitbstandiniv that, the terius tiiiallv iuiposiMl were to the South so
distasteful, you have assumed such an attitude, viewing the State government as a
result of the reconstruction by the Federal power, that when a riot is goio"- on in the
State now you do not feel disposed or called upon to stop it, even if you could do so
Answer. No, sir; I would not. I have felt that wav. I think, however, since Gov-

ernor Scott has taken his present attitude, that I would do it ; but heretofore I would
not have raised my arm. Through 1865, '66, '67, '68, and '69 it was universally known
that Goveruor Bonham and myself used our influence la Edgefield to prevent this
thing ; but when I saw such a determined purpose exhibited by the authorities of the
State to ignore everything like justice to myself, I said then, aiid I say now, "I wouid
not raise iny hand to stop it until the State government assumed a diifereut attitude."
If it would say to me, *' I call upon you, General Butler, as a citizen, to aid us in putting
down violence," I would answer, "Very well; allow me, now, to make su"-o-estiona
and treat them with respect and I will aid you." I believe that is the sou'tTmeut of
our people ; but as long as Governor Scott thinks ho will run the State government
according to his own notions, without consulting that class of people iu the State, he
must do it as he can, and be responsible for order. Iu every other State where I see
violence, as in New York, Pennsylvania, and Illinois, as at the coal riots in Pennsyl-
vania, the governor calls out the militia, turns out himself iu person, and suppresses
it ; but Governor Scott has never done that.

This being the feeling entertained and expressed by gentlemen holding
the views and position of General Butler, tbe effect of such utterances
upon those who look up to and acknowledge them as their leaders cannot
be a matter of doubt. Upon this point we quote the testimony of Gen-
eral Wade Hampton, (pp. 122G, 12U7

:)

By the Chairman :

Qiieslion. Have you heard any instance of any one who has had any connection with
these alleged outrages which exist, say that they are caused by the uialadmiuistration
of the State government ?

Ansicer. 1 have never heard any one who acknowledged at all that he had any con-
nection with any of these outrages. I have always expressed my opinion very decidedly
against them, and I have never known directly or indirectly any participants in any
of them at all.

Question. So many gentlemen have given us, as the reason for these outrages, the mal-
administration of the State government, that I have been anxious to trace the connec-
tion between the two, if wo could find reasonable ground for tracing it. The allegation
of a great many gentlemen is that these outrages are committed, certainly by lawless
men, by men of very little character ; that they are not countenanced by and certainly
not committed by men of respectability and standing in society. If that theory bo
true, is it at all i^robable that the lawless men would undertake to correct the errors of
the State government themselves ? Would they not rather sympathize with extortion
and lawlessness f

Ansiccr. No, sir ; I think that the solution would be very easy ; iu one case, a man
who can appreciate all this ill-conduct and maladministration of the State government,
and may see the evil of what would flow from any violence, may denounce these things
very much, and his denunciation of them may lead a man with less discretion and
foresight to resort to violent means in order to remedy them. I think that is- the solu-

tion of it.

It is only necessary to read the denunciations of those who are sup-

posed to appreciate the evils of the State' government, and the acts of

those *' of less discretion and foresight," Avho resort lo violent means, as

both are contained in the testimony, to learn how nearly correct this

opinion is as to the solution of the state of affairs iu South Carolina,

With the intelligence which enables one class to appreciate evils, and to

know that denunciation in a particular vein will lead another class to

violence, the country will probably not hesitate long in determining
which class should be held most rigidly responsible for the violence thus
willfully incited.

GEORGIA, ALABAMA, AND inSSISSIPPI.

These States are grouped together for these reasons: General testi-

TQony relating to them was taken in the city of Washington, and after-
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ward sub-committees visited them and Florida and took testimony in

detail. The evidence taken by the subcommittees is quite volumuious.

and it has been impossible to have it printed in time to use in making
this rei)ort, which is made as to these States upon the general testimony
taken in Washington. The committee will ask to make the testimony
taken by the sub-committees as to these States and Florida the subject

of a future report.

Georgia.—The feelings existing at the close of the war and the succes-

sive phases through which they have since passed are so candidly stated

by J. B. Gordon, of this State, that he may be fairly quoted as repi-e-

senting them in all the States. Especially is this so when we remember
that he became the commander of Jackson's corps, and, at the surrender,

was in command of the left wing of Lee's army ; has since been the

democratic candidate for governor of Georgia, and was not under dis-

abilities.

Bis testimony is that the magnanimity an<l deference shown by
General Grant and his ofiUcers toward the army of the south, at the
time of and after the surrender, led them to hope that they would be
permitted to go home, resume their places and rights as citizens, organ-
ize the State governments, and again assume their relations to the Gen-
eral Government as if there had been no rebellion. After President
Lincoln's death and Johnson's announcement of his policy, they became
apprehensive that some hanging and general confiscation would follow.

When relieved of those apprehensions, and terms ofreconstruction and the
fourteenth amendment were proposed by Congress, they began to com-
plain of want of good faith, and when terms were imi)osed the^' became
sullen and defiant, looking upon the Government as having outraged
them and deprived them of their rights. His own language is, (p. 31(3 :)

I know that the general feeling at the North is that our people are hostile toward
the Government of the United States. Upon that point I wish to testify, and hence I

have introduced it; I want to state Avhat I know upon that subject. Commanding, as
I did, Jackson's corps of the confederate army, for some time before the surrender, and
at the time of the surrender one wing of that army, I know very well that if the \)Vi)-

grammc which our jieoplo saw set on foot at Appomattox Court-tfouse had been carried
out—if our peojde had beeu met in tlie spirit which we believe existed there among the
ofiQcers and soldiers, from General Grant down—we would have had no disturbance in the
South, and we would long since have had a very different state of things in this country.
1 believe that as firmly as I believe in my own existence. I know it was generally felt

that there was shown toward the officers and men who surrendered at Appomattox
Court-Houso a degree of courtesy and even deference which was surprising and gTati-
fying, and which produced at the time a very line effect. I want to say, moreover, that
the alienation of oiu" people from the Government—an alienation which, resniling from
the war, continued to sonus (,'xtent iunnediately after the war—has been increasecl since
that time l)y the course which our peojjle believe has been wrongfully pursued toward
thcui. Whetlier right or wrong, it is th(! impres'sion of the southern mind—it is the
conviction of my own mind, in which I am perfectly sincere and honest—that we have
not been met in the ])roii( r s))irit. We, in Georgia, do not believe tliat we have been
allowed ]iroiier credit for our honesty of purpose. We beiit^ve that if our i)eople iiad
be<'n trusted, as we thought, we ouglit to have been trusted-if we had been treated iu
tlie spirit which, as we tliought, was manifested on the Fiideral side at Appouiattox
Conrt-IIouse—a spirit whieii imi)lied that tiiere had becnaeonllictof tiieories, an lionest
(liffcrcMcc of opinion as to our riglits uuderthe General Government—a difference \\]n>i\

wliich Ihe South iiad ad()i)ted one constructiou, and tlie North another, l)oth jjarlies
having vindicated tlieir sincerity upon tlie tield iu a (contest which, now that it had
been fouglit out, was to be forgoiten— if this had been the spirit in wliiih we Iiad beeu
treatiMl, tin alienation would liave iieeii cured. There is no question aliout tliat.

But- to say t() our jn'ople, " You are unworthy to vote; you cannot hold olhee ; wo
are unwilling to trust you

;
you are not honest men

;
your former slaves are b(!tt(>r fit-

ted to administir the laws Mian you are''—this sort of dealing with us has emiihntic-
ally alienated our peojile. 'i'lie Inn ning of At lania and nil the devaslatioii tluougli
Georgia never created' a tithe of the animosity that has been created l)y this sortljf
treatment of our ])eople. Not that we wanted oriie<\s; that is not the ])oint at all,

though our people feel that it is an outrage to say that the best men iu our midst shall
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Eot hold ofiQce. The feeling is that you have denied that we are worthy of trust ; that
we are meu of honor; that we will abide by our plighted faith. We feel a sense of
wrong as honorable men. We do not think we have done anything in the dark. We
think that when we tried to go oat, we did it boldly, fairly, and squarely, staking our
lives upon the issue. We thought we were right. I ain one who thought so at the
time ; I thought I had a perfect right to do as I did. I am not going into that question
except to say that our people were conscientious in what they did. They were con-
scientious when they took the obligation at Appomattox and elsewhere at the time of
surrender. They felt that as honest men they onght to be trusted, and that there
ought to have been an end of the thing. We had fought the contest out ; we had been
defeated ; and we thought that ought to be the last of it. That was the way we felt
at the South. By the course that has been pursued toward us since the surrender we
have been disappointed, and the feeling of alienation among our people has in this
way been increased more than by any other one fact.

Again he says, (p. 334:)

Question. You probably recollect the effect produced upon the southern people bytL:*
declaration of President Johnson that " treason was to be made odious and traitors
punished?"

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Qtiestiou. Was there any apprehension that there would be executions for treason ?

Answer. Yes, sir; there was an apprehension of that sort. We did not believe we
could ever be convicted of treason before the courts of the country ; I do not think a
man iu the South believed that. There was a fear that some of us might be hanged,
but we never believed that before any legitimate court of the country on a fair, houest
trial for treason, we could be convicted under the Constitution of the United States.

Question. You mean a court of law *

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. But there was an apprehension that there would be executions?
Answer. O, yes ; very serious apprehension.

|

Question. Did not the southern people feel very considerably relieved when it was
found the Government would not go to that extent ?

Ansiver. O, yes, sir ; we never had auy sort of ai>prehension of a conviction for treason
by a court of justice. We did not believe that the act of secession was treason. I do
hot believe it now. I do not expect ever to believe it. I never expect to advocate auy
more secession ; I have given that up ; but I do not believe it was treason.

Question. You did not believe it was treason when you originally advocated it ?

Ansiver. No, sir; and I do not believe it to-day : I never expect to believe it.

Question. Was there not an apprehension among the southern people that there would
be some confiscation of landed property ?

Answer. Yes, sir. But all that ai^preheusion arose, mark you, when Andrew Johnson
commenced his course.

Question. And there was a very great feeling of relief when it was found that that
was not going to be resorted to by the Government ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Oq the behavior of the negro dnring and since the war, General Gor-
don's testimony was very emphatic

:

Question. Have the negroes, as a general thing, behaved well since the war?
Answer. They have behaved so well that the remark is not uncommon in Georgia,

that no race on earth, relieved from servitude under such cucumstances as they were,

would have behaved so well.

Question. How did they behave during the war, when the white men went off to #ght
and left them at home ?

Answer. Well, sir, I had occasion to refer just now to a little speech which I made at

Montgomery, Alabama, when General Clanton also spoke. He and I both struck on
that train of thought. I went so far as to say that the citizens of the South owed it

to the negi'oes to educate them. One of the things which I mentioned, and which
General Clanton also mentioned, was the behavior of the negroes during the war ; the

fact that when almost the entire white male population, old enough to bear arms, was
in the army, and large plantations were left to be managed by the women and children,

not a single insurrection had occurred, not a life had been taken ; and that, too, when
the Federal armies were marching through the country with freedom, as was under-

stood, upon their banners.
Question. Scarcely an outrage occurred on the part of the negroes at that time?

Answer. Scarcely an outrage. When I made that speech at Montgomery, I may say,

without intending to compliment myself, that, when I referred to the handsome beha-

vior of the negro during our absence iu the army, and his protection of our families at

that time, my remarks were heartily responded to, and with a great deal of feeling by

every man in the convention.
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Quta'ion. Do you mean that the colored men responded to them?
Jnmcer. No, sir; I mean the white men in that convention.

Question. Were colored men present ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sir. They came afterward and thanked mo for what I had said. There

is that same feeling, I am satisfied, amon<;j oar entire people. If you could get at the

heart of every man in Georgia you would lind that he appreciates that fact very

heartily-

Qtiestioi). Those negrcos were almost all of them pretty well aware that the contest

was to decide whether they should be freedmen or slaves?

Ansurr. O, yes, sir. I told my slaves of it at the beginning of the war. I think the

negroes generally understood that if the South should bi> whipped freedom would bo

the resuft. I notilicd my slaves of it early in the Avar. I think it was in 18G3.

Notwitlistaiidiiig ibis, in 18(55 nnd 180G what General Gordon calls

"a brotherhood" was established, extending- throug'hont the State, for

self-protection against the negroes. Having stated that the Union
League and the carpet-baggers were organizing the colored people, lie

says, (p. 308 :)

We were afraid to have a public organization, because we supposed it would be
construed at once, by the authorities at Washington, as an organization antagonistic

to the Government (if the United States. It was therefore necessary, in order to pro-

tect our families from outrage and pi-eservo our own lives, to have something that we
could regard as a brotherhood—a combination of the best men of the country, to act

purely in self-dt'fense, to repel the attack in case we should be attacked by these peo-

ple. Tliat was the whole object of this organization. I never beard of any disguises

connected with it; we had none, very certainly. This orgauization, I think, extcud<'d

nearly all over the State. It was, as I say, an organization purely fur self-defense. It

had no more politics in it tiian the orgauization of the Masons. I never heard the idea

of politics suggested in connection with it.

For the disappearance of this organization he gives these reasons,

(p. 309:)

Question. Why did it cease to exist; Avhy did it pass away ?

Answer. Well, sir, it just dissolved because the courts became generally establislied;

and though tlie courts were in the hands of the opposite party, our people believed

they were trying to do justice ; that a general protection was extended over us. Our
people thought wo could get justice at the hands of these judges; though they were
of the opposite party, and though negroes were on the juries, we were satislied that in

the existing condition of things we were safe. Since Governor Bullock's election I

have not heard anything of that organization. I am not sure that it did not pass
away with his election. It certainly has not existed since within my knowledge ; and
I think I would have known it if it had. I think that my position would have brought
it to my knowledge, if any such organization had existed for several years past. As I

have stated, the only reason it has passed away is, I think, because the people felt

safe. Courts were established and police regulations were generally instituted.

Of this organization General Gordon, liaving at first declined to
answer, admits that he was asked to become chief in the State, (p. 341.;

He says it pervaded the entire State, and his impression is it extended
t<j other States ;

" that they had some sort of means of controlling the
organization in different localities,'' and feels reluctant to state " what
my (his) position was in that particnhtr organization ;" does not know
the name of the organization although he agrees he ought to know;
says there was a county chief and a «li.strict chief, but does not feel at
liberty to give names, for the very singular reason '' that they do not
know anydiing more about it than himself," (pj). 3lil, 322;)'that an
obligation tantamount to an oath was taken, one feature of which was
"that we would olicy when called u])ou the orders ot the party that we
selected, whoever he was ;" that it was conlincd to white nu'ii, and no
white republican was found in it; that it was ''mainly confined to
soldiers of the army, men who had shown themselves plucky and ready
to meet any emergency, and who were accustomed to command;" that
there were signs of recognition, &c., (pj). 324, 32.").)

This mysterious organization has so many points of resemblance with



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 55
*

those whose existence, acts, and purposes, have been fully developed else-

where and since the time \Yhen General Gordon says this was disbanded,
that we do not deem it necessary to follow it further in detail. He may
have been found too conscientious for its subsequent ]Hirposes, but the
history of Georgia since shows that violence and crimes have been com-
mitted by means ofjust such an association. His testimony, however,
shows that the political control of the negroes by northern men is an
exasperating thought with southern men now. He says, (p. 335

:)

We never bad any apprehension from the conduct of the negroes until unscrupulous
men came among them and tried to stir up strife. But for such men wo never would
have had any trouble with the negro, and would not have any now. We can get along
forever with the negro, loving him, and having him love us, if you will just talie away
these " carpet-ltaggers.'"

Question. Are you willing to swear that if the negroes diiier from you in politics, if

they take strong republican grounds in opposition to the democrats, you can get along
peaceably with them in Georgia?
Answer. I am willing to swear until I am gray that the negroes and the white people

can live together in Georgia peaceably and happily if they are not interfered with.

Questioit. In spite of political differences, such as divide the republican and the dem-
ocratic party ?

Answo: Tlie political differences would not exist under the circumstances which I

suppose. The negroes would be largeLy democratic if you Avould let them alone. I

have spoken from the same platform as republican speakers to the negro population
;

I have said to them, " The tobacco you chew, the food you eat, is taxed just as much
in proportion as mine is taxed." Not ten days ago a negro, Avho voted against mo for

governor, said to me in Atlanta, " I voted against you for governor ; but I am now
beginning to have some property in the State ; I have bought a little house ; and I am
now going to vote with the people that have the property." That is the feeling iu the

State. The negroes are getting to feel that their labor is a part of the property of the

State. I do know that the people of Georgia will vote the negro population whenever
we are left to ourselves.

The extent to which carpet-baggers may be justly complained of as

office-holders in this State may be gathered from his testimony, (page

327 :)

Question. Governor Bullock states in a recent publication that of all the State officers

elected by the people or appointed by himself, there are not more than a dozen men
holding offices (and those oflices uniiiiportant) who are not either natives of the State

or residents of tlie State before and during the war.

Answa: I presume that is true.

Question. You think that is true?
Answer. Yes, sir. There are a great many offices in Georgia, and it would be very

hard to find enough of these men to fill the offices.

Question. You mean enough of the carpet-baggers?
Answer. Yes, sir. Very few of them were lawyers, and therefore they could not be

iudges ; they did not know anything about law, and could not be justices of the peace.

i want to say for Governor Bullock'that I think, so far as he could consistently with

what he may have construed to bo his party obligations, he has appointed very good

judges. As "l have already said, our peo])le are reconciled to the judiciary that we
"have. The law is now administer(;d there, I think, as well as it is anywhere in the

country. It is the stealing of the public money that is now principally complained of.

It is proper to say, however, that in addition to this complaint he also

considers as a grievance the election laws and the abuse of the pardon-

ing power.
The apprehensions of which General Gordon speaks could not well

account for the subsequent cruelties against the negroes in the counties

where their numbers could give rise to no such fears
;
yet it was in su(;h

counties violence occurred, as is shown by the following quotation from

the evidence of N. L. Angier, (page 175:)

Question. Have the negroes generally been very quiet, peaceable, and v/ell beliaved?

Answer. Yes, sir, iu everything except this pilfering ; and I do not suiipose they con-

sider that as actual trespassing. They have been accustomed to think " what is my
master's is mine." So far as any violence is concerned, they arc pretty peaceable, and

are entitled to very great credit for their conduct.
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Qitcsiion. "Do you believe it was necessary to have these armed organizations of men
about flio Stutc'lbr the purpose of keeping the negroes quiet?

Answer. No, not to keep the negroes quiet ; I do not believe it was.

Question. Do you believe there is any fair-minded man in your State who ever did

bel'ieve that these armed organizations of disguised men were necessary for the purpose

of keepinu" the negroes quiet?

An.-iwe/. Well, l"do not live where there are many colored people. Where the negroes

are a.s three to one of the white people, I do not know but it might have been thought

necessary to awe them.
Question. If it was necessary anywhere, it would be necessary in the districts where

the negro i)()puhition is most numerous?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Arc the counties in which the disorders have existed large negro districts?

Answer. Warren County is a large negro district; but in Chattooga and Floyd there

are few negroes.
Question. In most of the counties that you have named the whites generally pre-

dominate over the negroes ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And in those counties it would be utter folly for the negroes to attempt any

rising or outbreak ?
*

Answer. Y'es, sir, I think so.

The appearance and acts of the Ku-Klux in the State cannot be dis-

posed of by opinions that tliey did not exist. George P. Bnrnet, can-

didate for Congress in 1870, says that, when at Somerville, they came
within thirty yards of the house in wliich he was staying, fired off their

pistols, and'senthim word that he couhl not travel through that county,

(Chattooga,) or make a speech, and that he must leave by 8 o'clock the

next day.

He states (pp. G7-09) that their operations began in 18GS, and that he

had heard of cases occurring within a month of the time when he w^as

testifying, (July, 1871 ;) that colored nien were whipped and killed by
them^aud many who lived in the country were driven into the townis

for safety. Even the towns did not afford a refuge irom their raids in

all cases, for they rode into the city of Eome at one time, and into Wat-
kinsville, Clarkb County, at another. Their visit to Eome is thus de-

scribed by Z. B. Hargrove, of that place, a lawyer, who was an officer

in the confederate service. Speaking of the acts occurring about the

time of the election in 1870, he says, (pp. 74, 75 :)

Answer. That was the election for members of the legislature. That comes immedi-
ately within my own knowledge, for then I came in direct conllict with these lawless

meu, more or less, because then I espoused the republican cause ; that was some few
months since. I, with some few other meu who had been acting with the democratic

party up to that time, concluded that we would act with it no longer if it was to be
governed by such men as those. I was willing to leave the race of life free and opeu
to all ; I counselled sul)niission to tlie powers that rule tlie Government. At that time
there canu! to n]y iniinediato city, and in the neighborhood, a band of men in disguise,

some twenty in nuiiil)cr. This was after the election. They shot a colored man in the

suburbs of tlie city, very severely beat another, and also beat the wife of the colored

man" whom they shot, and who was a bright-colorcjd woman. Is it desired that I should
give names and dates ?

Question. Give the names as nearly as you can.

Anstcer. The name of tlie colored man who was shot was Joe Kennedy, and the name
of the coloriMl man who was beaten was Jourdan Ware. In justice to those men, if

there can ]h- any ))al]iatioii of their crimes, I will say that the reason they gave for

beating .Jourdan Ware was, that he had nuide some insulting remark to a white lady

—

a lady with whom I am well acquainted. I'revious to that time lu^ had borne the I'cp-

utation of being an hiinilile and obedient negro. He had a litlhi farm, and was doiug
well, and was eomfortalde, thongh in a neighljoiliood sni rounded by t Ik^ poorer class of
"whitt; people, who did not like his residence there, lie may or may not havc^ made
some insulting remark to a white lady ; I do not say whether he did or did not, though,
from my knowledge of him, my oi)inion is that he (li<l not.

Question. Let me understand the character of the allegation against him. You say
that he made koiikj insulting projiosal to a white lady ?

Answer. O, no ; that he had Jnst made some insulting remark. Ho remarked, " How
d'ye, sis," or something of that kind, as the young lady passed down tho road. She
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was a sister of the lady of whom he had rented the place on which he Avaslivin"-. Ho
was driven away from his home, and came very near beinu; killed. The charg^ they
had against Joe Kennedy was that he had married this mulatto girl, and they did not
intend ho should marry so white a woman as she was ; and they beat her also for mar-
rying so black a negro as he was. They told me that these meu stated that they had
such charges against them. They also stated in that neighborhood, as they went alon"
home, that that was what they did it for.

°

Question. Did you know Kennedy?
Answer. I know the boy

; I put him to work on the police force at Rome while I was
mayor of the city. He has as good a reputation as anybody tliere. I saw this party
as they went out of town. They came gro<aniug through \ho streets of the city lif

Rome, and I heard them; I was sitting by my stove; it was the (Jth of February, I
think ; I did not get up as I heard them going dowii.

Alfred Eichardson, a house carpenter, a respectable, intelligent negro,
residing in Watkinsville, was a member of the legislature for that
county. He thus narrates their appearance in the town :

Ansivcr. There was a set of men came down to about a quarter of a mile of where I
live. They were all disguised. They had taken out an old man by the name of Charles
Watson. They commenced beating him. His wife and children all ran out, and
screaTned and hallooed for help, to stop the men from beating him to death. We, who
were in town, came out to see what was the matter.

Question. You heard the outcry ?

Ansivci: Yes, sir ; and came out to see what was the matter. We went up the street
a piece, out on the edge of the town, and heard a great parcel of men talking beside
the fence. It was the Ku-Klux, wiio had this old man down in the corner of the fence,
knocking him, and telling him he had to tell where Alfred Richardson was, and had to
go with them to his house aud show how he was (ixed up. The old man seemed to be
sort of dilatory in telling them, and they rapped him over the head again, and told him
lie had to go.

Question. They wanted him to tell where you were ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they wanted him to tell where I was, and how I was fixed up.
They said he had to go and get me out. In the mean time, while they were telling him
this, a crowd of boys came on behind^me, and we all ran up, after we heard what they
were up to. They all broke and ran, and carried this old man with them. We followed
them to the forks of the road, about three hundred yards from where we met them.
They all stopped and got over into the field, taking the old man with them. I ran up,
aud looked iirst up one road and then the other, to see which way they had gone. I

could not see anybody for a long time ; a cloud had got over the moon. After a wbile
I saw one fellow slipping alongside the fence. He had a pistol in his hand, as if to

'

shoot me. When I saw him doing that, I took my pistol and shot at him. When I

shot at him, there were three or four men who shot me from through the fence. I did
not see them. They shot about twenty shots into my leg aud hip. I went off home,
and went to the doctor's office. The doctor examined me, and fixed my wounds up.

In three or four days I got so that I could travel very well. Things went ou till after

Christmas.

On the 18th of January they returned to his house, of which visit he
gives this account:
Between 12 and 1 o'clock these men came ; there were about twenty or twenty-five of

them, I reckon. About eight or ten of theiii got abreast and ran against my door. I

sort of expected them, and had my door barred very tight ; I had long staples at the

side, and scantling across the door. « They ran against the door and tried to burst it ir.

They could not do it. One fellow had a "new patent ax with him ; and he commenced
cutting down the door. One lit a candle and put it down in the piazza ; the other man
cut the door till he cut it down. I stood and looked at him until he cut it spang
through. Then I thought I had better go up-stairs. I did so. I thought I would
stand at the head of the stair-steps, aud shoot them as they came up. But they broke

in the lower door, and came up stairs firing in every direction. I could not stand in

the stairway to shoot at them. I had some small-arms back in the garret. There was
a door up there about large enough for one man to creep in. I thought I had better go

in there, and maybe they would not find me—probably they would miss me, aud I

could make my escape. They all came up-stairs. My wife opened the window to call

out for help, and a fellow shot at her some twelve or fifteen times through that window
while she was hallooing. A whole crowd came up, and when they saw that window
open, they said, "He has jumped out of the window," and they hallooed to tlio fellows

on the grotind to shoot on top of the house. Thinking I had gone out the \vindo\v,

they all went down-stairs except one man. He went and looked in the cuddy-hole

where I was, aud saw me there. He hallooed to the rest of the fellows that ho had
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fomul mc ; l.)ut they Lad pot down-stairs, aud sorno of them were on the piazza. Then
ho coiiinu'nocd liiiug, and shot mo three times. He lodged two balls in my side, aud
one in tlie riiilit arm. That weakened me pretty smartly. After he had shot liis loads

all ont, he said to the rest of them, " Come baok np here ; I have got him ; and I have
shot iiiiu. lint he is not qnite dead ; let ns go np and finish him." I crept from the
door of the little room where I was to the stairway ; they camo np-stairs with their

pistols in their hands, and a man behind with a light. 1 shot one of them as ho got
on the top step. They gathered him np by the legs ; and then they all ran and left me.
I never saw any more of tliem that night ; and I have not seen them since. I have
heard talk of them ; and they say they will have me, they don't care where I go.

After that tiiey attacked a man live miles from town—a man who Avas raised in the
county where I was. I think he was born about the mountains, and brought down
to Clarke County when he was a little child. He was an orphan boy—had no mother

—

and was brought down to old man Durhani's, and he staid there till ho was a young
U'.au. I think he ^vas twenty-four or twenty-live years old.

Question. What was his name f

Answer. James Ponder.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was he killed ?

Ansica: Yes, sir ; I think he was killed dead.

Occurrences such as these are proved to have occurred to a greater
or less extent in the counties of Walton, Clarke, Ohattoo.ca, Morgan,
Greene, Macon, Webster, Eaudolph, Baker, Chattalioochee, Floyd, Polk,
Wilkes, Talliaferro, Glascock, W^ashington, Jetiersou, Walker, Wilcox,
Sumter, Warren, Hancock, Columbia, and Haralson.

In Chattooga County, by a stratagem of the solicitor for the Eonie
judicial ci-i-cuit, three of the Ku-Klux and their disguises were taken.
They were indicted and convicted for having robbed some negroes of
their guns and pistols and a white man of his watch. Five of them
were together when it was done. One of the three, after conviction,
confessed to the solicitor their connection with the Klan, and that there
was a regular organization in each militia district; that they had a
short time before released a member of their order from the callaboose
when confined there for some oftense. Names of those who had com-
mitted crimes were revealed by another member ; and as soon as they
heard the solicitor had the names, they left the county. They kne\v
that there was an organization above the one they belonged to, whose
orders they were bound to obey without question when brought to them,
(pp. 20, 21.)

We close what we have 'to say at present Avith reference to Georgia
with the following extract from the testimony of Mr. Forsyth, the solici-

tor referred to, showing his estimate of the nature and extent of the
organization in the State, the conduct of the negroes, and the state of
sentiment prevailing, (pp. 25-27:)

By Mr. Pool :

Question. You say you have heard of other outrages in different parts of the State
committed l»y these men in disguise ?

Answer. Yi,-h, sir.

Question. Are the victims members of one ])arty ? '

AnsuH^: I cannot tell you anything about their jjolitical standing. I merely hear of
parties going through the country aud committing crimes in disguise; J am' not ac-
quainted with till! men.

Question. Did you ever know one of these outrages to bo committed upon a white
man?
Answer. I liavo heard of it.

Question. Whipjiing ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you know the politics of the parties who were vietimsof these outrages
in your circuit /

Answer. 1 tliink I do pretty generally.
Question. Are the victims all of cue party ?
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Answer. I am not ijositive about this man Phant ; all the others I know belong to
the republican party.

Qiiestiou. What was the case of this man Phant ?

Answer. I do not know Avhether he was a democrat or a republican.
Question. Was he whipped ?

Answer. No, sir ; they took his watch away from him.
Question. Is there a state of intimidation among the republicans there—a feeling of

dread and terror—on account of these things ?

Ansicer. Not among the white republicans, that I know of; that is, I have not had
any fear.

Question. Is there among the colored people ?

Ansiver. I think there is.

Question. You said the effect of this was to keep them from taking any part in pub-
lic affairs ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You do not know whether such is the intention ?

Answer. I do not. »

Question. Did the man who made the confession to you say anything about that,

whether it was to keep negroes from voting or any thing of that kind ?

Answer No, sir.

Question. Did either of them give the obligation taken by the order?
Answer. One did ; he could not tell all the obligation, not the exact language of it,

but he Avent over what he remembered. The principal part of it was that they should

obey all orders without question or investigation ; that whenever an order came, they

were to execute it. They were also bound by their obligation to be subject to the call

of the captain of their district, to meet when uotilied, and to keep secret everything

that was done.
Question. Was anything intimated as to what was the purpose ?

Ansiver. No, sir; nothing more than what I have already stated.

Question. To accomijlish what ?

Ansxver. They represented that it was to keep the negroes in subordination.

Question. To keep them down ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. You say that there was nothing on the part of the negroes, in their con-

duct, that would warrant any such movement ?

Ansicer. Nothing as a race.

Question. They have been orderly and peaceable ?

Answer. Generally.
Question. Except in individual cases ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you known a great many negroes to be taken from their houses and

whipped ? Have you heard it from reliable authority ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Any killed?

^Hsuer. I have heard of their being killed.
.

Question. You have heard of these men riding »bout in their disgiuses, displaying

themselves in the night-time?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. With arms?
Answer. I do not know about their arms ; sometimes they have arms, and sometimes

not—at least none that could be seen.
. .

Question. Do you suppose taking the negroes from their houses and whipping them

at night, outraging them in that way, is calculated to allay any bad feeling the negroes

might have against the white people, or otherwise ?

Answer. My opmion is that it would have a tendency to make them worse.

Question. To make them w orse ?
t, -j.- t i

Answer. That is, if the negroes had any resentment. That is the position i nave

taken all the time, that it was a bad way to control the negroes.

Question. Would it not be likely to stir them up to take revenge by burning nouses,

barns, &c. ? , , ^-^ ^t
Answer. It is reasonable to suppose that it would ; but there has been nothing oi

that sort.

Question. No burning of houses or barns there ?

Answer. None in my circuit.

Question. Is your circuit democratic or republican ?

Answer. Democratic.
Question. Are the countv officers democrats ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; except in Haralson County, where they are republicans.

Question. No excuses that improper officers have been elected have been assigneu

a reason for such things ?
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Answer. I have known of no corruption on tho part of ofBcers.

Question. The domocrats have full control of everything ?

Answer. Vcs. sir.

Qnestion. Tlicrc has been no burning of barns?
Answer. None tliat I have hear J of.

Question. The negroes have been orderly ?

Answer. Generally so.

Question. Yon say you have had no difficulty in having the law executed upon
negroes, when individuals of that race have committed outrages?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. No difficulty about it ?

Answer. No, sir ; none at all.

Question. Your diiliculty has been in executing the law upon white men who have
committed these outrages ?

Answer. The difliculty has been in identifying them ; I believe I could convict the
men if I could identify them.

Question. Suppose you had the assistance of the better part of the community
earnestly given, would you not be able to ferret them out in all probability and iden-
tify them ?

Answa: I think I would.
Question. The reason why they cannot be identified is because a great part of the

white people do not help with earnestness to ferret them out and pursue them ?

Answer. Well, sir, I cannot regard the Ku-Klux Klan as being the better part of the
community ; I think it is the bad j)art.

Question. The bad part of the community ?

Answer. I do, most assuredly.
Question. Do you think any good men belong to it ?

Ansicer. I think some good men have belonged to it, but I believe they have quit it;

I do not believe there is any good man in it now.
Question. I mean men who had a fair character before, and in regard to other acts.

Ansicer. I think there are men who have got some standing in the community belong-
ing to it.

Question. And some influence ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You think there is still another class of men of more influence that encour-
age it and in some degree direct its operations ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think that is the case to some extent.
Question. Men of still better standing ?

Answer. 1 think there are some men of considerable influence in the country who
stand back behind and sort of govern the thing and encourage it.

Question. What is the politics of those men ?

Anstccr. Well, they run in the democratic line, all of them that I have any Buspicion
of having any connection with the Klan.

Question. Do you know any republican who encourages this thing?
Ansicer. No, sir.

Question. Do they oppose it in a body and denounce it?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. You find no difficulty in identifying negroes and bringing them to justice
when they commit crimt^s ?

Answer. No, sir ; I have had no trouble at all in convicting them.
Question. Is yoiu'.i'Hlgc a democrat ?

Answer. Well, no; he is not a democrat; ho has hardly got any politics. He was
appointed by Governor Bullock, the republican governor.

By the Ciiaiieman, (Mr. roL.VNo:)

Queation. Who is the judge of your circuit ?

Answer, li. D. Harvey.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. You think the cause of this thing was the emancipation of the slaves, as
you said Just now, and the conferring upon them civil rights, among other rights that
of voting ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is my opinion.
Question. That is at the bottom of it?
Anstcer. Yes, sir.

Question. The object of this organization is to prevent the free exercise by the negroes
of such rights ?

Answer. It is very hard for me to testify as to that being the object; I think it has
tliat cHect, but not being accjuainted with the organization, I would dislike to testify
that it is for that purpose.

Quaslion. You cannot testify as to the purpose ?
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Aftsiva: No, sir.

Question. What is your judgment from tlio manifestation of it ? You say it is a gen-
eral organization, you think, and that it extends all over the State ?

Ausiver. Yes, sir ; my opinion is that it is intended to control the colored race in
every respect, politically as well as in every other way, and to keep them in subjection
to the whites. And people justify it upon the ground that it is necessary to keep
the negroes in subjection.

Alabama.—The feelings of resentment or hostility against the recon-
struction policy of Congress entertained in other States are alleged to
have been intensified in Alabama by the admission of the State to
representation with a constitution upon which the discontented people
refused to vote. Governor Lindsay says of this, (p. 189 :)

By Mr. Blair :'

Question. What I want to get at is, whether after defeating the adoption of the con-
stitution in strict accordance with the reconstruction acts, the people of Alabama did
not feel seriously aggrieved that the members of the tirst State legislature and other
State officers should be imposed upon them after^^rd, as they were by the omnibus
biU?

Anstver. The last fact wliich you state was the cause of the gx-eatest annoyance and
feeling to the jieoplo of Alabama. If they had anticipated such action on the part of
Congress, they would have i)ursucd a different policy ; would have run their candidates
for office, thereby softening the obnoxious part of the constitution through the admin-
istration of the laws and the constitution. But they entirely abstained, with one or
two exceptions, from running candidates ; and the offices were filled by default, by
every Tom, Dick, and Harry who saw lit to announce himself as a candidate.

He stated elsewhere (p. 201) the terms that would have been satis-

factory :

Question. You say that, in your opinion, when the war closed, there was a general
disposition on the part of the people of Alabama to accept the situation upon the terms
of the capitulation ?

Anstver. I think there was.
Question. What did they understand those terms to be, and how different from the

reconstruction policy of Congress?
Ansivcr. They understood those terms to be that the State governments should move

on and be conducted in their operations precisely as they were prior to the war ; that
the States would have the right, the same as prior to the war, to regulate their own
political affairs ; that the electors of the States should have their character given to

them by the State legislature, saving and excepting those included in President John-
son's proclamation, in which, I believe, there were eleven classes of exceptions. They
were willing to accept that condition of affairs, hoping that time would change and
remove the disabilities imposed upon those exceptional classes.

Governor Lindsay was elected in 1870, when it is complained Ku-Klux
violence deterred people in various counties from voting. He admits
his belief that there was an organization about 1808, and afterward,

known as the Ku-Klux, which committed outrages at night, armed and
in disguise, but thinks that organization has ceased for the past two
years, (b*^. testified in June, 1871.)

That it was seriously believed to exist in 1868, and to require remedy,
is very apparent from the act of the legislature approved December 26,

1868, which provides "for the suppression of secret organizations of

men disguising themselves for the purpose of committing crimes and
outrages." The preamble to it is as follows

:

Whereas there is in the possession of this general assembly ample and undoubted
evidence of a secret organization, in many parts of this State, of men who, under the

cover of masks and other grotesque disguises, armed with knives, revolvers, and
other deadly weapons, do issue from the places of their rendezvous, in bauds of gTeater

or less nuniber, on foot or mounted on horses, in like manner disguised, generally iu

the late hours of the night, to commit violence aud outrages upon peaceable and law-

abiding citizens, robbing and murdering them upon the highway, and entering their

houses, tearing them from their homes aud the embrace of their families, and, with

violent threats and insults, inflictiug on them the most cruel and inhuman treatment;

and whereas this organization has become a wide-spread aud alarming evil in this
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comraonwcaltli, disturbing the public peace, ruiniug tlio happiness and prosperity of

the people, and in many places overriding the civil authorities, defying all law and
justice, or evading detection by the darkness of the night and with their hideous cos-

tumes: Therefore, bo it enacted, «fec.

It imposes penalties on the crimes detined, and renders the counties

in which they are committed liable for the damages to individuals suffer-

ing. This act Governor Lindsay says that he, as a citizen, when it

passed, approved of.

The incredulity with which he looks upon the present existence of

what was then so glaring an evil as to require this stringent legislation

is revealed by the following, (p. 223:)

Question. You have several times expressed your ox)inion that the Ku-Klux Klan has

been abandoned; have you examined the testimony taken last August and September
in Calhoun County, before one of the supreme court judges of your State?

Answer. I never saw it.

Question. It was an investigation of some acts of violence there. Are you not aware
of the fact that it was proven there by a number of witnesses—perhaps forty—that that

county, and several of the adjoniing counties, had been the scene of Ku-Klux outrages

from some time in 18G8 down to the acts of violence which were then investigated?

Answer. I do not believe it was proved by any such number of witnesses.

Question. Do you believe it was proved by any witnesses?

Ansioer. I think it likely it was i:)roved that disguised rnen had committed crimes,

but I would not lielieve that any such thing existed if forty thousand witnesses were
to swear it, for Calhoun County is remarkable for its good behavior. It lies on the

Georgia line, and on the Coosa River. I understood at the time that this man Luke
referred to was killed by some disguised men ; but that he was killed by Ku-Klux, as

Ku-Klux are generally understood, I do not believe it.

Qtiesiion. Are you awai-e of the fact that it Avas testified there on that examination,

by a man who professed to have belonged to the Ku-Klnx Klan, a man by the name of

Force, that the orgamzation did existin the State of Alabama, and also in the State

of Georgia, and that h^ gave an estimate of the number of the organization in each
State?

Ansiccr. I do not know what he testified to.

Question. Do you know that such a man did testify, and also that he testified to such
facts?

Answer. I do not.

Question. This is the first you have heard of it?

Answer. I think it is.

The investigation to which the governor's attention was thus directed

grew out of the facts and disclosed the evidence contained in the follow-

ing portion of the testimony given by Ex-Governor Lewis E. Parsons,

(pp. 77-80.)

The governor of the State employed my firm to prosecute on behalf of the State
certain persons charged with the murder of William C. Luke, a white man, and .a school-

teacher, and four colored men named Tony Cliff, Beriy Harris, Caesar Frtjderick, and
William Hall. In the course ofthe investigation it was proveu that on the same night,

and by tlie sanu! l)and of disguised men, another colored man l»y the name of Essex
Hendricks was put to death by hanging and shooting, for ho was both hanged and shot,

about four mih^s from where these others were put to death.
Question. Please give the date of those occurrences, and the date of the investigation.
Ansu-er. The murders were perpetrated on Monday night, the 11th of July, 1870, near

a little village called Cross Plains, in the county of Calhoun.
Question. At what time did yon proceed to make this investigation ?

Answer. The. governor convened a court, or requesttsd a judge of the eupremc court,

•who, under our eonstitnlion, has jurisdiction coextensive with the State, as a conserv-
ator of the jx^ace, to go to that county and hold a court of investigation under our
State law. He went t liere on the 8th of August, 1870, about a month after tin; murders.
The Governor also attended; General Crawford carne also, at tiu^ recjuest of the gov-
ernor. Wiien we got there we found that it was necessary to make an investigation
in th(! best nianni'r wo could for the purpose of ascertaining who were ])r<>bably con-
cerned in the murder. For some reason, the white inhabitants, with one or two excep-
tions, neitlu'r came and offered any Information, nor, when called upon, ex]>r(!.ssed any
willingness to develop anything that tliey did know. Sucii information as could bo
obtained led to the arrest of niiu! persons, upon warrants duly issued, on aflidavit, by
Judge I'eters. Do you wish tlu; names of the i)arti<'s arrested ?

Question. You will please give them.
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Answer. Their names -were William Estes, Thomas I. Estes, Samuel Slaton, John
Farmer, Shields Keith, Patrick Craig, John W. Neighbors, George Dempsey, ami one
other whoso name I do not now call to mind. These inen were arrested upon warrants
charging them with having been concerned in the murder ofthcvse five men, Luke and
others. The live men, to wit, William C. Luke, and the four colored men whose
names I gave, wore iu the custody of the sheritF; Luke and three of the colored
men upon the charge of having been concerned in shooting at some people returning
from church, ladies and gentlemen, perhaps some children, on Sunday night, the
10th of July, the Sunday night previous to their murder. William Kail was not
charged with any fault, except that on Monday night, after dark, ho was taken from
his home, while sitting upon his door-step, and while his wife was engaged in prepar-
iag supper, by a body of armed men, who carried him off, because, as they said, he had
given information to some other colored men they wanted to arrest, on the ground that
they had also been engaged in the shooting the night previous, and that information
had enabled those men to get away.' His wife testified on the trial that she begged
them not to take him away, and when they told her that she must go back, and if sho
did not, they would "shoot her head off," her husband said to her, " Good bye, wife; if

I never see you again, take good care of our child." She said she never saw her hus-
band again. Ho was carried to aud put ou the i^latform where these others were iu
the keeping of the sheriff" and his deputy, and was taken off' by the crowd of disguised
men, and put to death along with the others, aud at the same time. William C. Luke,
Tony Cliff', Berry Harris, and Csesar Frederick were arrested on Monday during the
day by virtue of a warrant, issued by a justice of the peace, named Neighliors. He and
another justice, named Steele, held an investigation a little before sundown on Monday
evening, and they decided to commit those persons to the custody of the sheriff' for
safe-keeping, until the nest morning at D o'clock, when the court would again assemble.
The justice said that the evidence ou the part of the defense had been closed, but that
there was other evidence on the jiart of the State. For that reason he adjourned the
court, and directed the sheriff to summon a strong guard, and to keep the prisoners
safely until the next morning. During the day of Monday, early iu the morning, in
making the arrests of these persons, a negro named Jacob Moore was arrested, but he
attempted to escape. They had not taken out any warrant for him at that time ; did
not obtain it until later in the day. When he was attempting to escape they ordered
him to stop, and ho not obeying the order, one of the crowd shot him in the rear, and
he was wounded so badly that the physician said on Monday evening, when the other
prisoners were committed to the sheriff's keeping, that he would probably die before
morning. They accordingly left him in the school-house, v/here the examination had
been had, without any guard, except that a couple of negro men were detailed to watch
him and wait upou him.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question, The negro was arrested and shot by the State authorities ?

Ansiver. No, sir; the arrest was made in the morning before the warrant was ob-

tained.

Question. It was done by authorities representing the law ?

Ansiver. No, sir; it was simply a voluntary arrest on the part of the citizens. They
said they thought there was danger of the negroes getting otf on the train going south,

so that they could not be arrested when the warrant should be obtained. They obtained
a warrant for this man aud the others at as early an hour as they could get the justice,

Mr. Neighbors, to come into town and issue it. This negro, Jacob Moore, was exam-
ined as a witness ou the trial. He testified that during the night, while he remained
in the school-house, various persons who were unkuown to him came to the house, and
also one who was known to him, to wit, Patrick Craig; that he did not himself think
that he should die, l>ut that he made out that he was very badly off, because he was
afraid that, if he did not, they might take him oif with the others, and he thought he

was safer to remain where he was, under the impressiou that he would die before morn-
ing any way. This man identihed the man who shot him ; my recollection is that he
said Shields Keith was the man who shot him when he attempted to run.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. At the time of his original arrest ?

Answer. Yes, sir; when he was arrested in the morning about daylight, l>y a party

of men who at that time had no warrant, but subsequently, as soon as it could be done,

got a warrant and had hiiu duly arrested. He was returned as arrested under the war-

rant, though up to that time they had no warrant.

By the Chairm^vn :

Qucstioti. These are the facts, as disclosed upon the examination?
Answer. Yes, sir. The court commenced this investigation on the 8th day of August.

bnt arrests could not be made for a number of days, iu consequence of not having the
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necessary information upon which to base aliidavits. But finally the information was
obtaiuotl, alli(htvits were made, the arrests were made, and the trial proceeded, the evi-

dence, as rccpiired by our statute law, being taken down in writinuj. Some one hun-

di-ed and thirty or one hundred and forty witnesses were examined, and the investiga-

tion finally closed in October, about the"l2th or i:5th. This was an investigating court

for the puri)ose of deciding whether there was probable cause for believing, first, that

an offense had been connnitted, and, secondly, whether there was probable cause for

believing that these parties were guilty, and ought to be held for trial. When the

court adjourned in October, the grand jury of Calhoun County was in session, and,

as the law requires, the testimony was sent to tlu> clerk of the circuit court, to be laid

before the grand jury, and the" witnesses were all recognized to appear there to

testify. Bnt the grand jury of Calhoun County declined to find any bill against any

of these parties, but they did find a bill against Jacob Moore, for assault. with intent

to kill.

Question. Was Jacob Moore the man who was shot?

Anm-cr. Yes, sir; early in the morning of Monday, by a party of men who came
down from Cross Plains to Peytona, to make arrests, because, they said, they feared the

negroes would go oft' on the train that morning, before warrants could be ol)taiued.

Qucsiion. Please state whether that investigation disclosed the existence, in that

county, of any organization known as the Ku-Klux ; if so, to what extent did it dis-

close the organization and the manner of their o))erations ?

Anstccr. The State examined a witness named Lewis M. Force, who proved that he

had been a mend)er of the Ku-Klux Klan. He stated that the organization in Alabama
numbered from eight to ten thousand members, and that it had from ten to twelve
thousand members in Georgia, where he was initiated, with headquarters at Atlanta:

that the object of the organization was to control the negro vote, and to defeat the
republican party in obtaining offices.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. What has become of Force?
Jnsuer. I do not know where he is now; I suppose he is in that section of the

country. I asktnl him how he came to join that order, and, having joined it, why he
withdrew from it. He said that he joined it for the i)urpose of obtaining aid from the
organization to procure the arrest of a man who had committed a rape on his little

danghtci', about eleven or twelve years old, if T remember correctly ; that he succeeded
in arresting the man, after a very long and tculions pursuit of him.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Was he a black man?
Ansn-cr. No, sir; he was a white man. He had him arrestodand lodged in the jail of

Cherokee County, Alabama. The witness furtlua- testified that shortly after this man
was put in jail—I am giving what he testified, not what I know' myself, except
as he stated it—he was called on Ity the Klan to aid in liberating this man ; that the
reason given for it was tliat the nuni and his friends had, during the previous year, I

think it was, aided in liberating from jail the head man of the order, who was in jail

in Chattooga County, Georgia ; Summervillc is the county seat, I think.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Did ho tell the name of the man ?

Answer. Yes, sir; bnt it has escaped my memory. I can ascertain it if desired, by
referring to the notes of the evidence; I 1hin!< 1 liave it. That circumstance being of
such a charact<;r as to be of i)ublicity, I learned from the United States officers, then
present, tluit fin; thing had occurred ; that the liberation of that man had occurred at
Summervillc, in Chattooga County, as the man Force said, and the very man that he
said. Mr. Forc(; was not known prior to that time, and I did not know iiow uuich
weight ought to be accorded to his evidence.

By the Chairman :

Question. Did he disclose tlie manner of their proceeding when he was initiated, and
how they ])roceeded on their raid ?

Avsver. He described it very nnich as it is generally understood ; that he took an
obligation, of which lie gave flic sulistancc ; that he went- out the same night he was
initiated, and was present wlicn a negro niaii was caUed out of liis house -.twd wliipped
by the gang tlicii luesciit ; that tlicy wliipiieil liini after having made him dance some
time, and adinonislicd him to In-have himself liettcr in tlni future.

Question. Were the defendants rejiresenled by counsel at that examination ?

AnsiLcr. Yes, sir; a firm of very able geiifleiiK-n, (icncral William Henry Forney and
Chancellor Foster, who were then ]iiatt icing law in i)artncrshi]), represented them.

Question, Did this man disclose the ikiiucs of oilier persons who were members of that
organization ?
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Ansrrer. He save the names ofthose kno^vn to him, Tmt they were residing just aerosa
the line in Georgia, not within the reach of the suhpojnns of the court ; only a few
miles distant, however, compared with the distance from which some of the witnesses
were summoned.

Question. AVere any of them produced to contradict or corroborate his testimony ?

Anstcer. No, sir, we did not obtain any of them, and the defense did not offer' any
evidence in regard to the existence of the Klan, jjj-o or con. I believe they did not even
cross-examine Force ; I think they declined to ask him any qnestions.

Question. Did he go on and state whether he had released that man from prison who
was charged with the rape of his daughter ?

Answer. Xo, sir; he came down to this conrt to obtain tho necessary force for the
safe-keeping of the man, and he was taken from that jail by order, and placed in the
jail of Jacksonville for safe-keeping, is my recollection.

Question. He d'clined to assist them in liberating him?
Ansivcr. Yes, sir; and he said that he told them that if that wa-s their purpose, to

release men charged with such offenses as that, he would have nothing further to do
with the organization. The man was subsequently indicted at the fall court in Cher-
okee County for the rape ; he obtained a coutinuauce of the trial of his cause until tho
lust spring term. I have never learned what was done with him.

Question. Did Force state the strength of the order in the county in which these
murders took place of which you have spoken ?

Answer. I do not think he did.

Question. "What is the political character of that county ?

Ansicer. The county of Calhoun V

Question. Yes ; tho county in which yon say the grand jury declined to act ?

Ansicer. In 1860 tho county voted, I think, by two thousand votes, or tv\ro thousand
majority, for Breckinridge and Lane. It has always been a very decided democratic
county, and I suppose is more so of late, aside from the colored A'ote.

Question. What is the proxwrtion of white and colored population in the county?
Answer. The white population outnumbers the colored ; the exact proijoi-tion, how-

ever, I am unable to state ; but it outnumbers it largely.

Question. Does your statement embody the result of the examination, so far as this

question of organization and crime is concerned, in that county ?

Answer. What I have already stated is ail the infortiatiou we had of the general

organization of the Ku-Klux Klan. But the proof in the progress of that trial, in re-

gard to the operation of that Klan, or of persons who were wearing the disguises,

which it is understood the Klan generally wears, showed that they had been operating

all through that couuty and Cherokee County, at various points, and some up in North-

ern Alabama, ever since the year 1S6?. During the election in 18G3 there was some
manifestation by the Klan in Huntsville, where a man was killed while standing on his

door-step ; not the man, hfcwever, tliat they intended to kill, as was subsequently shown.

But in regard to this immediate vicinity of Calhoun County and its surroundings, tho

proof shows that in repeated instances colored men had been taken out and ^yhix>ped

with hickory withes ; sometimes beaten very severely with canes—not a fair whixi—and
with other instruments ; that they had been shot ; in some instances serionsly wounded,
in others killed ; and some had been otherwise outraged. In one instance there was
]n-oof of rape bv a party of these fellows, who went into a negro man's house, drove

him out, and raped his wife, threatening to kill her if she did not submit to their

demands.
Question. How recently had any of these occurrences taken place ?

Answer. They covered a period' commencing some time in December, 1868, running

through 1S6'J, and down to the time when Mr.Lnke and the four colored men werepnt
to death in J<i] v, l-;70. The proof showed that no raiding of the Klan, that was known,

had taken place since that time and up to the time when the court was sitting, which

was in August, September, and October, 1S70.

Governor Parson's opinion as to the extent of tlie organization and

the power to punisli its members by tlie State courts, was elicited as

follows

:

By Mr. Vax Tkujip :

# -.- » *
,

* « *•

Question. Is it your opinion that in any of these Southern States, with, perhaps, the

exception of South Carolina, this organization, if it exists at all, as a general proposi-

tion, is so strong that the State courts and the State authorities cannot control it with-

out the aid of the military power of the Federal Goveriunent ?

Answer. I cannot speak with regard to South Carolina, or any other State, so weU as

of my ov.u. Jly opinion is that in the heavy negro counties, as we call them in our

State, there is a state of public opinion which completely overrides the law, whicu re

O K K
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fuses to enforce it vrith respect to a certain class of olienders and a certain description

of olicuscs.

Qiicsiioit. IIow many counties of that kind are tLcre in Alabama?
Answer. In my opinion, a great many of tlicso negro coiintics. I say so because I

have no information of all the murders that have been perpetrated, but they are nu-

merous, and I have never kuo'svu an instance in which a man has been convicted of
killing a negro.

J. S.Clnrk, of Enta\r, Greene County, chancellor of tlie middle district

of tbe State, a geutlemau seventy -five years of age, testifies as follo\ys,

(pp. 259, 200 :)

Question. From the information -which you derived in the practice of your i>rofession,

and as a citizen, from your intercourse with the jieople, had you any doubt as to the

existence of that organization in those counties ?

Anstccr. I have no doubt myself that such an organization has existed in that section

ofAlabama ; but other gentlemen, in whom I have conlidence, have doubts, and say
that it never has existed there ; that there have been only there occasional collections

of men, and that there never was a Ku-Klux organization there. My own opinion has

been, and for a very considerable time, that there was such an organization.

Question. From your infornuition, derived in that manner, please state to the com-
mittee what you understand to have been the purpose of that organization, and its

mode of operation.
Answer. 1 think the first purpose of the organization was to counteract these Loyal

or Union Leagues, as some call them. There were collections in our section of country,

(I presume t!ie committee have been informed of them,) night after night, or if not
night after night, week after week, of large bodies of negroes, with some bad white
men among them to control and manage them. I think this Ku-Klux organization

was set on foot for the purpose of Scaring the negroes, as its members went in disguise,

and their appearance, as I am told, was not very prepossessing, but rather calculated

very much to alarm. The object was to scare the negroes, and prevent those organi-

zations of them. But I think they went further than that. If they had stopped at

that, perhaps it might have been well enough ; but I think they went further than
that.

Question. Did they go so far as to intimidate negroes by violence, by whippings, and
in some instances by murder?

Answer. I think that the negroes were intimidated by that organization ; and it was
said that some negroes were slain ; some were missing, but I cannot speak Avith any
degree of certainty ; only I know that in regard to one negro he was missing. Ho
lived near me, and never was seen afterward.

Question. Assuming now that the Ku-Klux was organized for the purpose of counter-
acting the political organization of the Union League, and that it passed from that
purpose to the commission of acts of violence, was there any organized etfort, or any
I)rononnced public sentiment brought to bear for the jjurpose of i)reveuting that kind
of vioh.'iicc ?

Answer. You say "organized effort;" I suppose you mean public expression of senti-

ment.
Question. Yes, sir.

Ansieer. I do not think that there was any public expression of sentiuient on the
subject. That the larger portion of the population of the connnunity in which I live
was decidedly opposed to everything of that kind, I have no doubt. Ihit there never
were any meetings, or anything of tins kind, held for the purpose of putting it down.

Question. What prevented that sentiment, which you bay existed, from lindiug pub-
lic expression ? Was there any terror on the subject ?

Anmcr. I do not know ; there might have been some cause; these men traveled in
the night ; they were unknown to us; we might be conversing witii one of them in
the street and not know it. IJut I am inclined to think that the public, the orderly
men, did not like to come into any contact with that class of men, for they were gen-
erally tiie reckless and lawless part of our coinnniiiity.

Qurslion. Di<l not that understanding, whieli you say existed, that the Ku-Klux was
organized in opposition to the Union League, give to its existeuco a political char-
acter f

Answer. Well, it did to some extent.
Qufstinii. And did not mm divi<le, to seme extent, according to their political opin-

ions, as to whether they condcnuied, or justified, or excused the operations of the Ku-
Kliix ?

j-UiHuvr. No; there was no such division, or, I might say, very little. There was no
body of jK-ople to divide

;
w<i were all of one way of 1 liiul<ing ; we had no white republi-

cans there, or only three or four; not half a dozen in the county.
Question. Was it understood that the Ku-Klux was composed of white men ?
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Answer. Yes, sir ; it was understood that it was comiiosed of -white men.
Question. And, therefore, whether designed or not as a political organization, all its

members acted with the democratic party ?

Ansicer. Well, whenever the democratic party acted they acted with ns ; when I say
" with us," I mean that I belong to that party.

Question. Has that feeling rendered it difticult, even when members of the demo-
eratic party condemned the proceedings of that organization, to bring them to justice ?

Answer. I do not know whether it'^has or not. I can only tell ywu that there have
been parties indicted that I know of, and that vigilance has been exercised by officers

of the law and grand juries, so far as I could learn, without brmging any one of that
organization to justice.

In tlie county of Greene there occurred in MarcL, 1870, tlie murder of
Alexander Boyd, tlie prosecuting attorney of the county, a case strongly
illustrating the power of this' organization to execute its decrees even
upon an ofiScer of the law, and to paralyze the public voice and the
authorities, a full corroboration of Chancellor Clark's statement, that
" they keep quiet, for they might be conversing with one of them in the
street and not know it," and that " grand juries have been powerless to

bring any one of that organization to justice."

The facts are these: A man named Snoddy was killed, and three
negroes were arrested for the murder, named Henry Miller, Sam Cald-

well, and Sam Colvin. Colonel Jolly, who defended them on the pre-

liminary hearing, (page 2G5,) says that Miller aud Caldwell were
committed for trial, and Colvin was discharged. Miller aud Caldwell
escaped from jail, and it was understood that in ^some way Miller had
been taken aud killed. Colvin, who was the father of Caldwell, (Cald-

well taking his former master's name,) was afterward killed by disguised

men.
It was asserted that Mr. Eoyd made declarations to the effect that he

had evidence in his possession to show who were the murderers of Col-

vin, and that he intejided at the then approaching term of court to pros-

ecute them vigorously, and to hold over the grand jtiry for the purpose

of doing so. He was a single mau, and boarded and lodged in the hotel

on the public square in Eutaw, the county town. About 11 o'clock on
the night of the 31st of March, a band of tlisguised men, estimated gen-

erally at twenty-live, rode into the town, formed in front of the hotel,

detached a squad who went in, compelled the clerk to show them to

Boyd's room, and there deliberately murdered him, puttiug two balls

through his forehead, and several through other parts of his body, (p.

298.)

At the time this was done there were in the town the ministers and
elders of a presbytery then holding its sessions, (p. 258.) The sheriff

was at the hotel a very short time after Boyd was killed. There were

yet persons on the street. The town contains, according to the census, a

population of 1,920 ; but no alarm was given. The sheriff made no effort

to call a posse, offered no reward, took no steps then or afterward to

follow or detect the murderers. The people remained in their beds un-

aware of the occurrence until the next morning, and when communicated
to one witness, Mr. Pierce, a member of the bar and afterwards mayor
of the town, it was in such manner that he supposed his informant was
seeking to make an April-fool of him, (p. 298.)

Boyd was buried the next day after he was killed. No meeting of

the bar was called, and not a member of it attended his funeral, (p.

300.) So fixed and so certain is it that he was a victim of the Ku-Klux,

that JMr. Pierce states his friends had placed upon his tombstone, " Mur-

dered by the Ku-Klux," (p. 301.) At the next court the grand jury

investigated the case, and their linding was, that they were unable to

identify anybody connected with it, but that the parties who committed



68 EEPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

the murder were traced on tbeir way home to Piekons Couuty. The
impression seems ahuost universal that the men wlio did it came from

some other county, some even stating that they came from Mississippi

;

and, strange as it'niay seem, it is also conceded, in the face of this, that

the cause of his murder was the declaration of his intention to prose-

cute the murderers of Colviu, which could affect only persons in Green

County.
It would not be strange in a community where this event could occur,

9,ud be treated so lightly, that other cauvses for it might be suggested,

but no one seems to doubt that his declaration of his intention to prose-

cute the disguised murderers of Colvin was the real cause.

Colonel Jolly says of this, (p. 277 :)

By Mr. V.vx Tr.CJiP

:

Quesiion. What was the public impression aud the fact in regard to the conduct of

Boyd in being very active, or otherwise, in ferreting out the persons that killed

Snbddy ?

Amtvci: He was not very active.

Question. Was that the public impression there, that he was rather lax?

Ansiccr, Yes, sir ; indeed, he had nothing to do with it, or did not take any part in it;

counsel were employed ; I defended the negro myself.

Question. Wlien Sam Colvin was dealt with, was Boyd particularly active in trying

to get up a prosecution against those who did that ?

Answer. It was never investigated, for the reason that Mr. Boyd was killed very

shortly after Colvin Avas hung. There have been no arrests, aud no investigation

brought about. •

Quesiion. Did you state that the public impression and public idea was that he had
made some indiscreet declarations in regard to prosecuting those men?

Ansn-er. It was said there that he perhaps stated to one or two persons that he knew
the parties ; I think that one said he went so far as to name the i)arties, though I never

lieard the names. He said ho knew the persons who had hung old man Sam Colviu,

aud ho intended to keep the jury in session six months but he would get them in-

dicted.
Question. So the people contrasted his manifestation of interest in regard to that as

compared with liis laxity in regard to the other?
Answer. I do not think there Avas anything of tliat kind ; there was no anger against

his energy. But the particular jiarties Avliom it Avas thought he accused of tluit crime
Avore maci Avitii him because be made that accusation, and it was thonght that Avas the
reason he was li^illed. -''

The suggestion of some of the witnesses that the persons vrho mur-
dered him probably came from Mississi})])!, reveals a belief in the exist-

. ence of a common organization and iniderstanding among the Ku-Klux
in the several States, which is fully borne out by the testimony. North
and South Carolina are shown to have been in communication with
each other, men being sent from the one to join in a raid upon Mr. Justice

in the other State.

The testimony of Force shows mutual co-operation between Alabama
and Georgia. The evidence of Andrew J. Flowers (miscellaneous testi-

mony) discloses that infornmtion is communicated from Alabama to

Soutlicrn Tennessee, and the order was in constant communication
along Western Alal)ama and Eastern jNIississippi. l\eynolds, shown to

have been a jjrominent promoter of disturbances at the Eutaw riot,

endeavoi'ing to get a dfmocrati<; negro ujton the stand to speak at a
republican meeting alter the adjournment of a democratic meeting, at

which he had not spoken, again a])])ears as a leading si)irit in causing
and promoting the riot at Meridian, ]\Iississii)i>i, and again at the assault
upon ]\Ir. (^ockcrcll (ju his return Irom court at JMobile, as a witness
af^ainst the persons indicted for the lOutaw riot.

Of that riot, as it occurred in open day without disguise, and espe-
cially as it is still awaiting judicial investigation, we do Jiot propose to
speak. The attack then made upon the negroes being just before the



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 69

election, and violences in Samter and Macon Counties are alleged to
have interfered Tvitii a free election in tliose counties to an extent sufiQ-

cient to have clianged the result in the State. Ho^y far that may have
been so, we do not undertake to determine from the testimony before us,
but refer those desirous of studying- it to the testimony of Major Hays,
the candidate for Congress in that district, and Mr. Speed, a resident in
jt, and to the figures quoted from the returns on pages 101 and 223 of
the testimony, showing the contrast of results betw'cen the election of
18G9 and 1870.

To show the condition of affairs and the state of public sentiment in
the counties along the western border oi Alabama, where ladies' fairs
were held and public concerts were given to raise money for the defense
of prisoners indicted for the. riot at Eutaw, (p. 2G2;) where armed men
went into court, (pp. 101, 331,) to intimidate a judge who is shown evea
by his political opponents to be capable, honest, and eSicient in the dis-

charge of his duties, (p. 3-11 ;) where worthy men honestly assert that
the way for Government to stop the Ku-Klux outrages is iiot to punish
but to forgive them, (p. 3-10;) we nuist, without burdening the report
with further citations upon these points, refer generally to the testimony

*

of Turner Reavis, esq., of Sumter County, Hon. Luther li. Smith, <)f

Choctaw County, Chancellor Clark, Major Hays, and Judge Miller, of
Greene, General Warner and Ex-Governor Parsons, who were vritnesses

at, and speak of, the Eutaw riot from one standpoint, and Colonel Jolly
and J. S. Pierce, also present, who speak of it from another.
The light in which educational enterprises are viewed when at all

under the control of others than natives, will be understood from the
testimony of Mr. Speed, a southern nuin, one of the regents of the
State University. He thus relates his visit to that institution, (pp. 417,
418:)

When I was in Tuscaloosa to take part in reor^^aniziug the nnirersity, Professor
Whitlield, a professor in the institution, goA-e me some letters which I have "here, which
were addressed to students of the university. There were only a very fev.' students
there. These letters had a string tied arotind them, and were- hung upon this dagger,
[witness produces a dagger,] which was stuck into one of the doors of the iTuiversity.

This is the instrument given to lue by Professor AVhitlield. and these are the letters

[producing letters'] which were addressed to the students, ordering them to leave. One
of these students was the son of Es-Governor Smith.

Question. Read the letters.

Answer. They are as follows

:

" David Smith : You have received one notice from us, and tiiis shall be our last.

You nor no other d—d son of a d—d radical traitor shall stay at our university. Leave
here in less than ten days, for in that time we will visit the place, and it will not be
well for you to be found out there. The State is ours and so shall our university be.

" Written by the secretary, by order of the Ivlan."

"Seavey: You have received one notice from us to leave. This is the last. We
will be out in force in less than ten days, and it will not be good for you to be found
out there. We are resolved it shall not be carried on under the xjreseut faculty. Some
have been wise enough to take our warning. Do the same.

" The Klan."

" Chakles Muncel : You had better get back where you came from. We don't want
any d—d Yank at our colleges. In lessthan ten days Ave will come to see if you obey
our warning. If not, look out for hell, for, d—n you, we will show you that you shall

not stay, you nor no one else, in- that college.^ This is your first notice; let it be your
last.

" The Klan, by the secretary."

"Harton: They say you are of good democratic family. If you are, leave the

university and that quick. W^e don't intend that the concern shall run any longer.

This is the second notice you have received ; you will get no other. In less than ten

days we intend to clean out the concern. We uill have good southern men there or

none.
" By order of the K. K K."
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This Charles Mmicel, to whom one of the letters was atldressea, -was a young man

from the State ofNew York, aa I ^Yas informed by the faculty. Tlio letters were inclosed

in one euvdope, addressed

—

"K. K. K.,
" Students' University."

Question. These letters were all left at the door at one time ?

Jnsu-er. Yes, sir; they were all ticul together. The persons to whom they were ad-

dressed were students of the university.

Question. And the letters were fastened to the door hy this dagger?

Answer. Y'es, sir.

Question. When was that ?

Auswer. I cannot be positive as to the time.

Question. Was it recently ?

Aiieiver. Yes, sir ; this year.

By Mr. BL.\nt

:

Question. Did tliose students leave ?

Answer. They left. They were smart enough for that.

One of the marked characteristics of the Ku-Klux operations in this

State is the persecution of that branch of the Methodist Church known
as the Methodist Episcopal, as distinguished from the Methodist Episco-

*pal Church South.

ffo buikl it up in Alabama, Bishop Clark, of Okio, sent out Eev. A. S.

Lakin, who went there in the latter part of 18G5 and immediately com-

menced his work. He says that he was met with the declaration made tq

one of liis preachers, "Mr. Sullivan, that when they were v»'hipping him

thev said they would kill his presiding elder; that he must preach for

the^Methodist Episcopal Church South ; that there should be no church

south of Mason and Dixon"'s line, except the Methodist Episcopal Church

South."
Before proceeding, however, with Mr. Lakin's experience, it is proper

to introduce what Governor Lindsay said of him upon being asked

about him, (p. 210 :)

By the Chairman, (Mr. Poland :)

Question. Since the war, the Methodist Church North, or the Methodist Episcopal

Church, as they call themseves, have undertaken to set up their organization in your

State ?

Ansuer. That is my understanding.
Question. And to iiiduco Methodists in your State to connect themselves with the

Dortliern organization, or the general organization, as they call it ; and this Mr. Lakin,

of whom you have spoken, and who has been a witness here, went down there to super-

intend tlie iiTovcment in your State on the part of the Methodist Episcopal Church?
Ansuer. lb' canie thcrc^ as I understand, for the purpose of establishing the Northern

Methodist Church, but whether to suxjerintend it or not I am not able to say.

Question. Did you not understand that he Avas llie leading man in that movement?
Ansiver. I do not know anything about his position. I know he was considered a

leading man in his activity in furthering that object.

Question. Do you know, or have you ever heard, anything against the character of

Mr. Lakin as an earnest Christian man 1

Answer. Well, I have heard so many things about him that sounded so unchristian

Question. What have you ever heard about him that was derogatory to his Christian

character?
Ansuir. So far as his personal character is concerned—^liis freedom from the comniis-

Bion of crime— I havi; no reason to make any charge.
(Jaeslion. Wliat have you ever heard of his saying or doing in your State that was

derogatory to liim as a Christian minister ?

Auswrr. In the eonunnnities in wliich.I have been, and lieard him spoken of, I have
generally heard tlie (•xi)ression that he was a very bad and dangi.'rous nuiu ; that he
wa.s fomenting disturbanc(!s between llu! races in his efibrts to establish this Northern
Methodist Church. That is about the extent and substance of what 1 have heard about
liim.

(tnexlion. Can you give anything more specific than that?
Answer. Nothing at all, further than general hearsay. I am not acrxuainted with the

man furtlar than a passing introduction.
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Qiicsiion. Have you heard anj'tliiug more said in refercDce to bini aud his efforts
than thi.s : that he ^vas assiduous and earnest in endeavoring to get Methodists in your
State, and Methodist churches also, to attach themselves to the northern oj-ganizatiou ?

Anaicer. That is alleged to be his chief object.

()Mes/!0». JFIave you ever heard anything about his efforts there beyond that?
Answer. Kot scxaarated from tbat.

That he ever preached politics or endeavored to create any bad feel-

ing between the races Mr. Lakin most earnestly denies, and, placing
his stateincnt against Governor Lindsay's, we proceed with his evidence.
He became presiding elder of the Montgomery district in 18G7, was

sent through all the other districts by order of the bishop to disburse
moneys, and traveled through a large portion of the State. In 1808 he
was elected president of the State University, iind upon going to Tus-
caloosa'to take charge of it was compelled to leave by searches of the
Ku-Kliix made for him, and was grossly caricatured in the nevrspaper
printed at that place, (see p. 113.) Without following him in detail as
he narrates the events of his travels, lie states the following as the result
and character of his labors.

We have thei'e now about 15,000 members, a fraction over three-fourths of whom an;
wliite ; Ave have six presiding-elder districts, seventy circuits and stations, seventy
traveling ministers, and about one hundred and fifty local x^reachers.

By Mr. V.\J\- Trump :
"

Qucsiion. Let me ask you, in what character were you sent there ; as a missionary
to the Soutli, or were you sent there by the Cincinnati conference to take charge of
that church south?

Answer. Wo had no organization there.

Question. Did the Ciueinnati conference claim that they had a right to go there and
organize a church?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. As against the Southern Methodist church ?

• Answer. Not against the Southern Methodist church ; we regarded the whole world
our parish.

Question. Having no organized church there you went in the character of a mission-
ary to found a church there ?

Answer. I was sent there to organize the Methodist Episcopal Church, and build up
her interests, and in that capacity I have labored there for years, and have raised that
showing which you see there in live years and eight months.

Question. Are we to understand that all this concatenation of attacks upou you has
come from the Methodist Episcopal Church South f

Ansxccr. 1 have said no such thing.
Question. What is your belief? IJoes it spring from a difference in regard to religi-

ous matters ?

Answer. I.think there is a bitter feeling on the part of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South against the Methodist Episcopal Chnrch, and the affinities of that

church are with the party that is opposed to our orgauization.

Question. Just as the afhnities of the northern members are with the northern church ?

Ansieer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is there any difference ?

Answer. I think it is a very similar state of things; I regard it as a politico-religious

feeling and bitterness. We drew out the loyal element and concentrated it, and it

seemed to assume proportions and dimensions that were a little alarming.

Question. What do you mean by drawing out the loyal clement ? Do yon meau that

your efltbrts w-ere directed to that portion of the Southern people and not to the others?

Answer. Not in the least. I never advanced a political idea iu the pulpit, North or

South.
Question. Then what do you mean by drawing out the loyal element of the South?
Answer. I nrean by that'thut as I commenc(>d aud continued preaching there, and

they understood the' antecedents and geueral principles of the Methodist Episcepal

Church, from which they had formerly been severed, they decided to return
;
and as u

natural consequence the loyal element gravitated toward us.

Question. Did you not go there to organize the loyal element in the Methodist Church ?

Answer. No, sir^ I had no such purpose and no such design. My orders were per-

emptory not to mingle iu the political arena at all; my charge to my preachers was
peremptory

The fact that the larger portion of the church was composed tf those
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who were considered Union men in Alabama iiiade tliem, and especially

the preachers, the particular objects of Ku-Klux hatred, notwithstanding'

all of the preachers were native Alabamians, (p. 1-J4.) Ho proceeds
to give the names of those who were outraged and killed from 1868, the
tinieofthe first appearance of the KuKlux in North Alabama, until

I'STl ; the frequent attemi)LS to interrupt his preaching, the incidents

showing the nature and character of the organization : one remarkable
occurrence of the effect of the hideous disguises worn by them at night
upon a I'cetus, (j). 118,) (an occurrence, we take occasion to say, which
was corroborated, so as to be beyond question, by the testimony taken
in Alabama not yet in print,) through all of which wo cannot follow

him, but for which we must refer the reader, desirous of understanding
the trials of Union people in a Ku-Klux country, to the testimony at

large. Of the outrages upon the preachers he gives the following ac-

count :

Mr. Sullivan was whipped, (p. 123.)

RcT. J. A. McCutcbcu, presidiiij^ (dder, driven from the Domoxiolis district in 18G8,

(p. 127.)

Rev. James Buchanan wa."- driven out, (p. 127.)

Rev. John W. Tailly, presidinL'; elder, ^^•as driven away, (p. 127.)

Rev. Jesse Kingston, local preacher, v.^as shot in l."-'G9, (p. 127.)

Rev. Mr. Johnson, shot in tlie piil])it, 1SG9, (p. 127.)

Rev. James Dorman, whipped, ISG'J, and driven away in 1870, (p. 123.)

Dean Reynolds, whipped, and left for dead, both arms broken, (p. 127.)

A colored preacher and his son shot dead at the West Point and Montgomery road,

(p. 127.)

Rev. George Taylor, whipped, (pp. 128, 148.)

The circumstances connected with each case can be found by referring
to the pages given. Some of them are cruel in the extreme j and of
these i>reachers Mr. Lakin says :

I was i)ersonally acquainted with every man of them but Johnson, and ho is reported
to liav(! been a man of excellcuit character. All the rest I can vouch for as being men
of sterling integrity and pietj-—quiet, i)eaceable, and unobtrusive.

In his district there were six churches burned by incendiaries, four of
them within three weeks preceding the congressional election in 1870.
Many school-houses were burned through aSTorthern Alabama, and
marked hostility was shown to the school-teachers, especially in oiipo-
sition to those who taught colored schools, (pp. 130, 140.*)

From memoranda ke])t by Mr. Lakin, during his travels, he reports
the following results of Ku-Klux operations in the counties named, from
3808 to 1871:

County.
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A summary of the number of cases in all tlie counties is impossible
from the general testimony, and until the evidence taken by tlie sub-
committee sball be printed a full list of the counties in which violence
has prevailed cannot be given. From the general testimony it is shown
to have prevailed in the following counties : Chambers, Coosa, Elmore,
Lee, Macon, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Marengo, Perrv, Pickens, Sumter,
Tuscaloosa, Calhoun, Cherokee, De Kalb, Jackson, Madiso:i, Marshall,
St. Clair, Blount, Colbert, Limestone, Morgan, and Walker.

Ilississijw^-—This State was the scene of violence in many instances
similar to that described in other States in 18G9. During 18G8, and the
iirst part of 1870, comparative peace and security prevailed. In the
latter part of 1870, and during the early months of 1871, the Ku-Klux
organization began to be very active. Committing numerous murders
and whippings, the character and atrocity of which, and the motives
assigned for them, correspond with the deeds and declarations of the
organization in other States. These disorders prevailed principally in
the eastern and northern portions of the St'ate and are described as
occurring in the counties of Lowndes, Monroe, Noxubee, Oktibbeha,
Choctaw, Winston, Kemper, Itawamba, Tishemingo, Alcorn, Prentiss,
Pontotoc, Lee, Leake, Tippah, Union, Chickasaw, and Lauderdale.

In addition, however, to the general characteristics of Ku-Klux pro-
ceedings elsewhere, those in Mississppi are marked by the development
of most decided hostility to all free schools, and especially to free schools
for colored children.

Under the law of the State separate schools were established for white
and colored children. These were to be maintained tirst out of a com-
mon-school fund under article 8, section G of the constitution, as fol-

lows :

There shall be established a common-school fuEil, which shall consist of the pro-
ceeds of the lands now belonging to the State, heretofore granted by the United States,
and of the lands known as swamp lands, except the lauds lying and situated on Pearl
Elver, in the counties of Hancock, Marion, Lawrence, Simpson, and Copiah, and of all

lands now or hereafter vested in the State by escheat or purchase, or forfeitures for

taxes, and the clear proceeds of all fines collected in the several counties for any breach
of the penal laws, and all moneys received for licenses granted under the general laws
of the State for the sale of intoxicating liqour or keeping of dram-shops ; all moneys
paid as an equivalent for x:)er8ons exempt from military duty, and the funds arising

from the consolidating of the congressional township funds, and the lands belonging
thereto, together with all moneys donated to the State for school purposes, which funds
shall bo securely invested in United States bonds, and remain a perpetual fund, which
may be increased, but not diminished. The interest shall be inviolably appropriated
for the support of free schools."

Article 8, section 7, of the constitution provides for the levy of a poll-tax not to

exceed $2 per head, in aid of the school fund. Section 5 of the State revenue laws pro-

vides for the levy and collection of this poll-tax, and also that all moneys arising from
it, as well 3*3 the tax on the following privileges, shall be used entirely for the support
of common schools, to wit: on x»hysicians, lawyers, dentists, and veterinary surgeons;

druggists, distillers, breweries, rectifying establishments, billiard-tables, ten-pin alleys,

livery stables, trading-boats, commission merchants, licensed auctioneers, brokers of

everj' description, insurance companies, banks, insurance and gas-light companies, and
savings institutions; express companies, ferries, bridges, and turnpikes; transient ven-

dors, or dealers in live stock or merchandise, licensed inns, taverns, hotels, and restau-

rants
;
photograph galleries, circuses, menageries or other shows or exhibitions.

This fund is distributed pro rata to each county according to the number of children

between the ages of five and twenty-ono years ; and the public schools must be main-

tained at least four months in order to draw the school funds from the State.

After the use of the funds derived from the foregoing sources, any deficit in main-

taining the schools is required to be raised by tax, authorized by the constitution and

required by law, as follows

:

Sec. 31. Be it further enacted, That tho board of school directors shall, as soon as

practicable, prepare and submit a report to the board of county supervisors, contain-

ing an estimate of the cost of school sites, construction, and rental of such number of

schoo buildings as may be necessary to afiord school facilities for each and every sub-
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scbool district in tlic county or city ; and skull also make an estimate of the uecessary

coutingent expenses, such as repairs npou school 1)nikliujrs, improvement of school

frouuds, fuel, necessary school apparatus, and any deficit in the teacher's fund which
may arise. They shalf in like manner, thereafter make and submit a report annually

on or before the lifteeuth day of March.
Skc. 32. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the board of county super-

visors thereupon to levy a tax upon the taxable property in each district sufficient to

defray such estimated costs and expenses for said district : rrovided, That no more than
ten n'lills on tlie dollar shall be levied for school-house purposes, or live mills for teach-

ers' fund. It shall be the duty of the president of the board of county supervisors to

certify the number of mills or per centum upon the State tax thus levied to the collec-

tor of county taxes. The said collector thereupon shall enter upon separate assess-

ment rolls, and submit the same to the board of county supervisors, who shall examine,

and, if correct, ajiprove the same. The tax* thus levied shall lie collected in the same
manner as other county taxes are by law collected, and sliall be paid to the county
treasurer, who shall keep a separate accoiuit with each district in the county, and shall

credit each district with the amount thus collected and paid.

From this brief synopsis of the school system it can be determined
whether the opposition to it, as exhibited by the testimony to be adduced,

has any reasonable pretext, in view of the tacts that the poll-tax imposed
upon the negro was $2, and that the tax upon property conld not ex-

ceed one and one-half cents in the dollar, for both building and teaching

j)urposes.

In Pontotoc County the white population largely predominates. There
were fifty-two white and twelve colored schools organized. The colored

schools employed teachers of a lower grade of qualifications and at

smaller saleries than the whites. The most of the teachers employed
were natives of the South. Colonel Flourjioy, the county superintend-

ent, testifies that although he made no distinction in politics in employ-
ing them, he found, upon inquiry, that of the sixty-four teachers en-

gaged but eleven were republicans, and but one of them a colored
man.

In April and May, 1871, a number of the teachers of the colored
schools were calWd upon by the Ku-Klux and warned that if they did
not stop teaching they would be " dealt with." (P. Si'l.)

A teacher named Smith had been twice called upon, and after the
second visit abandoned his school, having, as was generally believed,

been whipped, although he was too high-spirited to admit it. Having
stated this (p. 80) Colonel Flournoy proceeded, (p. 87

:)

Qncsilon. Did he communicate to you the reason they gave for making that demand
upon him ?

Aufiwer. Yes, sir; they said they were determined that there should bo no colored
schools kept ; that they intended to break u]) evci'y ouc of them in the State; that it

was useless to contend about it ; that they should be stopped. At some other points
•where they went—I state this as a hearsay testimony—at some other places they called
upou persons who were not school-teachers to intimidate them. One white man they
took into a swamp about a mile off, and I have no doubt they puuLshed him very
severely. Tlu-y went into a negro house and danced about on the lloor, exhibiting their
pistols, and said the whole question was between the Loyal Leagues and the Ku-Khix.
I state to tbis committee tliat there has never been a Loyal Lcnigue in Pontotoc
County. I know this is so. I never was in a Loyal League in my life ; I know nothing
about thou ; there has never been one iji my county. But these men said the Govern-
ment was afraid of them ; that the courts could not touch them; that they were too
sfrong; and that a democratic President should be elected in 1872; that they were
determined ujjon that.

QueHtinn. According to your information, to what extent Lave visits been made by
men in disguise in tbat county or in adjoining counties?

AiiHieer. Well, sir, they have been riding in thai county more or less for tho last six
or eight months; but of hito they have ridden more freciuently. There is such a reign
of terror there now th.-it j)ersons whose backs are cut all to j^iieces will actually deny
Uiat tJK-y luive be(!n whii)])('d l)y thrm.

Question. Whiit are they afraid of?
Answer. They are ufraiil of being killed. These meu tell them that if they ever dis-

close the matter, or say a word about it, they will kiU them.
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Of the teachers tliiis called upon and compelled to desist, all Trere
democrats but one. These proceedings Colonel Flonrnoy denounced
in severe terms in the newspaper of which he was editor. After he did
so, the Ku-Klux rode in force into Pontotoc, the town in which he lived,
and inquired for him. Judge Pollard and some other citizens sent
word to Colonel Flournoy's house of the fact, and before the raiders
reached it he had left it armed, and with some young men who were
friends proceeded upstreet and met them. Judge Pollard, as an officer

under the law of the State, demanded of them to unmask and surren-
der. This was answered by firing upon him, when the fire was returned
and one of the disguised men, named Hardin, was mortally wounded
and captured with his disguise upon him, (p. 84 and 4G6.) Others
were wounded, it is believed, but escaped, some leaving their horses
and disguises also. These disguises correspond with those described as
used by the order elsewhere.

Colonel A. P. Huggins, having served in the Union Army, went in
1805 to ]\Ionroe County, Mississippi, rented a large plantation, com-
menced iilanting, and continued in that occupation until the fall of
18G7. He then became an officer of the Preedmen's Bureau, and resided
at Jackson until Maj', 1809, when he returned to Monroe County, hav-
ing been appointed assistant assessor of internal revenue. In May,
1870, he became county* superintendent of schools. On the 8th of
March, 1870, he went into the country some eight or ten miles from
Aberdeen, the county town, on business as assistant assessor and school
superintendent, and on the 9th made several assessments of revenue,
visited several schools, and went to stay, by invitation, at the house of
a Mr. Eoss. That night the Ku-Klus, numbering one hundred and twenty
came to 3[r. Eoss's house, compelled Huggins to come out, and after

they had got him into the yard he thus narrates what followed, (pages

272, 273
:)

Answer. There Tvere about twenty who came up afterward to the horses ; there were
one hundred and twenty in the crowd altogether, as I numbered them. The p;ate was
closed, and I went down to the fence. The night was as bright as a moonlight night
can well be. I looked at my watch, and had I no difliculty in telling the position of
the hands of my watch. When I got down to the fence I asked the chief if he would
now state my little bit of warning ; that I wanted to hear it and be gone. He said the
decree of the camp was that I should leave the county within ten days, and leave the
State ; that I could not stay there. He then gave me the decree, pronounced it out in

a very pompons manner, and said it was given at a certain place, and registered in

some corner of hell ; I ue'^er did get the name exactly.

Quesiioii. The location of the registers office there you do not remember?
An-sicer. No, sir ; I do not remember. He told me that the rule of the camp was, first,

to give the warning ; second, to enforce obedience to their laws by whipping ; third,

to kill by^the Klan altogether; and, fouth, if that was not done, and if the one who
was warneti still refused to obey, then they were sworn to kill him, either privately,

by assassination, or otherwise. 1 was then warned again that I would have to go
;^

that I could not stay there ; that there was no such thing as getting around one of

their'decrees; that if I undertook to stay there I certainly should die. They repeated

again that I could not live there under any circumstances; they gave me ten days to

go away. They said that during that time I must reUeve them from all the taxes of

the county.
Question. From the United States tax ?

Answe): Well, sir, everything; they included everything ; they said the taxes of the

county. I reminded them that I could not possibly be held in any way responsible for

any tax except the revenue tax and the school tax; that the State and county taxes

really amount-ed to three times all the other taxes. They said I could take them off,

and they knew it ; that I had got to do it, and to pronnse them that I would do it. I

asked thorn if the tax was my olfense, or what my oifense was. They said that I was
collecting obnoxious taxes from southern gentlemen to keeiJ damned old radicals in

office ; that they wanted me to understand that no laws should be enforced in that

country that they did not make themselves ; that they did not like my general radica^

ways a bit ; that was the charge they gave against me. In fact, they treated me verjr
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courteously, except the beating they gave mc ; but otherwi.sc I was not iusvilted or

treated unkindly at all.

Question. They were civil in their manner ?

Ansiirr. Yes, sir ; they were civil. One of them commenced to curse ; he began, " God
dauni," and was going to say something, when the captain stopped him and said that he

should not do that ; that alt they wanted of me A\as to get me ontof the Country
; they

said they did not like my radical ways any way. I asked them if their operatitnis were
against the radical party ; they said^ hey were ; that they had suli'ered and endured

the radical sway as long as they could ; that the radicals had oppressed them with tax-

ation ; that they were oppressing them all the time, and that I was the instrument of

collecting the tiixes ; that they had stood it just as long as they could, and that this

was their way of getiing rid of it ; that they were bound to rid themselves of radicals,

or else kill them, or if it took the killing of them, or something to that elfect. There
was a colored school and a white school in the neighborhood. I knew most of the men
there were from that neigliborhood ; I asked them with reference to Mr. Davis's school

;

that was the white school, where I supposed the most of their children were attending
;

I asked them if they were not satisfied with his school ; they said, "No; " that they

liked Davis well enough as a teacher, l)ut that they were opposed to the free-school

system entirely ; that the whites could do as they had always done before; that they

could educate their own children ; that so far as the negroes were concerned, they did

not need educating, only to work. They said they had no objection to Davis at all,

but that they could manage their own affairs without the State or the United States

sending suchas I was there to educate their children, and at the same time to educate
the negroes too. After the conversation on the school subject closed, one of tbem said,

"AYell, sir, what do you say to our warning? Will you leave?" I told them I should
leave Monroe County at my ]>leasure,and not until I got ready. The captain then said

tome, " Sir, you say you will not leave; you will not obey oui- warning." I said I

would not obey ; that I would leave when I got ready, and not before ; that I would
not be driven from any place. The gate was then thrown open, and the fence was
climbed by twenty men in a moment. I was surrounded and disarmed; the x'istol

that I had had luilil that time was taken away. They then took me between an eighth
and a (piarter of a mile down the road, and came to a hill, wliere they stopped ; they
then asked me if I was still of the same opinion—that I would not leave the country

;

I told them I was ; that I would not leave. I reasoned with them a little ; I told them
I was like every other man ; that all I had was there ; that this was a very sudden
thing, and that I would rather die than say that; that I would not say it under any
circumstances. They said they should iuite very much to interfere with me; that they
had made i)romises to Mr. Koss and myself; that I had really not been obnoxious to

them only in the tax line, and that they would not like to interfere with me, for they
counted me as a gentleujan; that they did not want to interlere with me at all ; that
all they wanted v/as to get rid of me fiom thi^couuty and from the State; that I could
not stay there. They then said, " You cannot stay at Jackson

;
you must leave the

State." Mr. Iloss saw that they really intended to treat me badly.
Question. Was Mr. Ross along ?

Answer. He was along ; he went with me. He said, " Remember your promise
;
yon

must not do anylhing to harm the man at all; your promise is out." After they had
said that they remembered their promise, I warned them to beware what they did,

and told them that 1 never would let go of them ; that if they left me alive I would
certainly do v.hat I could ; that I was a United States oflieer, and would not take any
such trcatm<-nt withoutdoing what I could to get redress; that it was not safe for
them to do wliat they were doing. They ordered me io take olf my coat, which I refused
to do ; 1 hey t hen took it olf by lorce. After tliat they asked mv, if I consented to leave,
and I still refused. They*ai(l that if I would i)roniise them, I should go back to my
bed and .sleep (juic^tly, and they would all go on home ; they really urged in every way
that it was i)()ssil)le for men to do to get me to promise to leave the county and the
State without any violence. They then showed me a rope with a noose, and said that
was for such as myself who were stubborn ; Ibat if I did not consent to leave I should
die; th.-it dead men told no tales. At this time I saw a nuui coming I'rom toward the
horses, from where! I then sujiposed and where I aiterward Ivuew the horses were;
he had a stirrup-strap some inch and a <]iiarter in width, and at least an eighth of an
.nch thick ; it was very stout leather ; the stirrup was a wooden one. As he came up
lie threw down 1 lie wooden stirrup and cameon toward me, and I saw that ho was
intending to Iiit me with the strap; that that was the weapon they intended to use
Ijrst. ]I(! eamr on, and witJiout further ceremony at all—1 was in n'ly shirt-sleeves

—

ho struck me Uvn blows, ealliiig out, " One, tv,'o,"'and said, "Now, boys, count." They
counted every lash tliey gave m<>. The first man gave nu) ten blows'himself, standing
on my left side, striking over my left arm and on my back ; the next one gave mo live
blows. Then a fresh hand took it ami gave me ten blows ; that made twenty-five.
They then stopped, .nnd asked mo again if I would leave the county. I still nsfused,
and told them that now they had commenced they could go just as far as they pleased;
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that all liail been done tliat I cared for ; that I v,'onia as soon die then as to take v.hat
I had taken. They continued to strike their Wows on my hack in the same v.-ay until
they had reached lifty. None of them struck more than ten bh)v,-s. some of them only

'

three, and some as low as two. They said they all wanted to get a chance at me ; that
I was sfubborn, and just such a man as they liked to pound. When they had struck
me fifty blows they stopped again and asked me if I would leave; I told them I would
not. Then one of the strongest and most burly in the crowd took .the strap himself
and gave me twenty-live blows without stopping; that made seventy-five; I heard
tliem say, ''Seventy-five." At that time my strength gave way entirely; I grew dizzy
and cold; I asked for my co.at; that is the last I remember for several minutes. When
I recovered myself they were still about me ; I was standing ; I do not think I had
been down ; they must liavo held me up all the time. I heard them say, "He is not
dead yet ; he is a live man yet ; dead men tell no tales." But still they all seemed
disposed, as I thought, to let me go ; I heard no threatening, except what passed a few
moments afterward. They all passed in front of me, or a great number of them—I will
not say all—and drew their pistols and showed them to me; they told me that if I was
not gone within ten days they were all sv.'orn in their canjp, and sworn positively,
that they would kill me, either privately or publicly. Tliey then asked me where mj
office was ; I told them my office was at the court-house in Aberd(;en. They said they
would kill me either privately or publicly ; that they would be sure to do it if I did not
leave. These men were uU armed with the same style of pistol, those that passed
before me ; before they got through I had completely recovered my senses, and I noticed
everytljing particularly, and sav/ that all had the same style of pistols, what appeared
to be about six-iuch revolvers.

They left liim in that cotulitivon "witli Mr. Eoss, and to secure himself
from an apprehended return, npon Mr. Eoss's advice, he passed the
remainder of the night concealed in the gin-honse.

In April two of the board of school directors of Monroe Conuty who
had TOted in favor of imposing school tax were warned by the Ku-Klux
to leave the board, and in pursuance of that notice one of them did

resign. About the same time all the teachers on the east side of the

Tombigbee Eiver, in that county, were notified by them to close their

schools, and did so, twenty-six schools being thus interrupted, (pp. 281,

282.) They went in a body at night and gave these warnings to the

teachers. *

Among those called npon was a Miss Sarah A. Allen, a lady sent by
a missionary society from Geneseo, Illinois, and engaged in teaching one
of the free schools. Eighty Ku-Klux came at 12 o'clock on a Monday
night, after she had retired, entered her room, and told her she must
close her school on Wednesday; that if they came again she wottld not

get off so easily. She reported this to Colonel Huggins, who says:
" Miss Allen made this statement to me herself. She is a highly edu-

cated aild accomplished young lady.''

In April the Eev. Mr." Galloway, a southern-born man, a Cougrega-

tionalist, who preached at times to the freedmen, was called upon twice

at night by disguised men and notified that he mu.st quit preaching.

About the'^same time the Eev. Mr. McLachlin, a preacher of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church North, after receiving various warnings, was con-

straioed to leave Oktibbeha County.
The rate of school tax estimated for Monroe County was lOJ mills oa

the dollar for both buildings and teachers, and the result of the opposi-

tion v.-as that the supervisors were notified that they should not make
the assessment, and they did not. Thus not only were the schools

stopped, but the teacher.s who were driven away were deprived of pay

for the time they had taught.
Similar occurrences took place in Noxubee and in Lowndes Counties,

and so far was it carried in Lowndes County that not only were the

schools stopped, but a part of the tax that had been collected was re-

junded to those who had paid it, (p. 285.)

Cornelius McBride, a young Scotchman, taught a colored school near
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Sparta, Chickasaw County, during the week, and, at the request of the

white people, took charge of their Sabbath school in Cherokee Church.
In that immediate neighborhood the whites were favorable to education,

and ^Ir. McBride got along well and was very much respected. Other
school houses had been burned and teachers threatened, but he felt

secure. He w'as not, however; and the spirit of hostility to schools will

be more fiill^^ appreciated from statements given by himself than from
anj* abridgment we can make of them. He says

:

The last week in March there was a raid made over several counties there. I had
several warnings, in the shape of several school-honses heing burned there ; hut inas-

much as I was on good terms with the people in the neighborliood where I was teaching,

I did not apprehend any difficulty. There was a school-house burned down not far off

from where 1 lived ; Mr. Burt Moore was teaching the school there, and they threatened
his life if he did not stop teaching. At Houston several teachers of colored schools

were attacked ; one of them told me that they ordered him to leave in three days or

they would take his life. His wife was about to bo conlincd, but he had to leave. But
I did not i'ear any difficulty for myself, inasmucb as I had opened the school there with
the consent of the white people in the neighborhood. During the last week in March
some of uiy scholars told me they had heard that the Ku-Klux were out after me, but
I did not pay any attention to it. I boarded with Mr. Thonuis Johnson, an old gentle-

man ; he was then in Alabama, and I was alone in the big house, and I had no arms iu

the house. There were some colored people living in cabins in the yard, but there was
no one with me in Mr. Johnson's house. Between 12 and 1 o'clock on Thursday night,

in the last week of March, a body of men came to the house, burst iu the doors and
windows, and presented their rifles at me. I asked them, " What arc you all coming
hero this time of night for, making this row ? " The leader of the party said, " You
God damned Yankee, come out here." \Vell, I realized my position at once ; I knew it

was a matter of life and death; I did not believe those men came there merely to whip
me and tlien leave mo, as they did colored men; I thought they meant to kill me, and
I made up my mind to make an effort to escape. There were two men standing at the
window with their rifles presented at mo; 1 leaped out of the window, right between
those two men.

Quesiion. Were you in bed when they came there ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir; I was in bed when they came. I jumped out of the window and
ran to the house of a colored man in the j^ard, where there was^a double-barreled gun;
I was determined to get that, if I could, and defend myself. I had no time to wait for

the colored woman to open the door, but I just burst right in. .While I was running
down the yard, they fired at me a number of times, crying out, "God damn you, stop,

or we will blow your God damned brains out."

Question. Did any but the two men fire who were at the window where you jumped
out?

Jiiswcr. I do not know; I expect that the whole party fired, from the reports; I do
not know.

By Mr. Beck :

Qneniion. Were you hit?
Answer. No, sir.

By the Ciiairmax, (Mr. Poland:)

Question. Go ou with your story.

Aiisu-rr. While I was iu the cai)in trying to find the gun, these men came in before I
could find it. There were two rooms iu the house of the colored man, and I went into
one of them and tried to hide. They came in and searched for me and got me. The
colored jx-ople prayed to them, "O, don't hurt Mr. JIac ; iov God's sake let him alone."
They said, 'Don't make that noise; keep quiet; we will not hurt you; hold your
tongues." They took me out of the house aTxl across the yard; I asked them in what
way I had injured them to justify that attack on me. They cursed me, told me to
stop talking, struck me in the side with their bowie-knives tliat had their scabbards
ou, and with the but-ends of their jjistols. They took me scarcely a quarter of a mile
from the house, to a field nenr the road, and told me to take olF my shirt, which I
refused to do. Then one felhnv struck me on the head with a pistol, cut uiy head, and
kiHJckefl me down, and then jiidled ofi' my shirt.

Question. You had nothing on but your shirt then ?

Ansivtr. No, sir. Two of them then held me down, and one of tlicm took a bundle of
black-gum switches. I did not know what they were then, but one of the colored
people tohl me the next day that they had picked up some thirty, and that they were
black-gum.

Question. Black-gum switches?



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIOXARY STATES. 79

Jnsu-er. Yes, sir
; a peculiar kind of stick, -u'hich stings and raises the flosli T^Len it

hits. One of them took tlie bundle of switches and commenced to whip nic. They
said they were going to give me a hundred each. I do not know how manv men there
were; I counted only five around me, but I believe there were more than a dozen
there. They agreed to give me a hundred lashes each. One man gave me a hundred,
and then handed the bundle of switches to another, who gave me about seventy-five.
He said he had given me seventy-five when I escaped from them. I asked them"while
they were whipping me what I had done to merit that treatment. They said I wanted
to make these niggers equal to the white men ; that this was a white man's country.
They said, " God damn you ! Don't yon know this is a white man's country 'i " I said,
"The w^hite people in the neighborhood are satisfied with my conduct and the manner I
have been conducting the school here. They have shown it by selecting me to take charge
of their Sunday-school." They said, "Yes, God damn you, that is the worst feature in
it, having a nigger teacher to teach the white school on Sunday ! " I was fii^hting them
all the time as well as I could—kicking at them and doing what I could—for the tor-
ture was horrible. I thought they would kill me any way when thev got through
whipping me, and I begged them to shoot me. One of them came up to me with his
pistol and asked me if 1 wanted to be shot. I said, "Yes; I can't stand this." The
leader of the party said, "Shooting is too good for this fellow. We will hang him
when we get through whipping- him." I saw a rope hanging from a limb of a tree by
the side of the road. There was only one man sttinding between me and the fence of
the plantation. I observed that, and I tried to gain his attention, for I was deter-
mined to make an effort to esca])e. They threatened to hang me, or to tie me. I
hardly know what they said. I thought I hey were going to hang mo. I got the at-
tention of this man for a moment. He was standing between me and the fence, and
had two pistols. I asked him whether they would let me off if I would promise to
leave in the morning. All this time they were whipping n^, but I managed to partly
raise myself I was half way up, on my hand and knee; I made a spring and made
for this n)an, and struck at him as hard as I could. I do not know what part of his
body'I struck. I know he disappeared ; I do not know where he went. The way
was then clear to the fence, and I leaped the fence. As I did so they swore terribly
and fired at me, and the shots went just over my head, scattering the leaves all around
me. As I went across the field they kept firing at me and followed me a short dis-

tance. By that time the neighborhood was alarmed, hearing my screams and the
shooting. I went back to the house to get the gun I was after in the first place; but
the colored jieople had hidden it, thinking that if I got it and shot at them they would
kill me, but tliat without it they would let me oft' with a whipping. I went to the
house of a neighbor there, Mr. Walser, and remained there during the rest of the
night. Mr. Walser of course sympathized with me ; he was my near neighbor and my
friend. He said. "My God! Has it come to this now, that no man is safe, when you
are attacked ?" It was a very cold night, that night was—piercing cold. Before I
went to Mr. Walser's house I had staid in the -^'oods for probably a half an hour.
The blood was running down my back, and my suffering was fearful. Mr. Walser
was afiaid if I staid at his house they might come there ; but I remained there that
night. The next day I taught my school as usual. They had threatened me while
they were whipping me that if I held the examination I had advertised—they spoke
something about the examination, and said they were preparing me for examination
in another way. Some colored jieople brought me word that if I held that examina-
tion the Ku-Klax would come again and kill me that time sure; but I held my exam-
ination th(! following Monday notwithstanding the threats. I went there with a gun
over my shoulder, and several people came there and brought their guns, and I held
the examination. That night several white men and some colored men and myself
laid out iii.+he woods expecting that the Ku-Klux would come.

The state of affairs as affecting- the schools in Winston County is thus
described by Mr. McBride, (p. 333 :)

Question. Have there been many colored school-houses burned ?

Ansicer. Y'es, sir ; in Winston County the state of aft'airs is terrible. Parson Murff,

of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, a southern man, held a position there aa

school director. His most intimate friends came to him and told him that, though he
, was a popular man, they had heard such threats against him that he must resign, or

his life would be taken.' He told me himself that ho had to resign his i)osition, for he
was satisfied that if he did not resign his life would be taken.

Quesiion. He was a native of the South ?

Answer. He was a native of the county, and a presiding elder of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church South.
Question. That grew out of their opposition to the system of free schools?

Answer. O, yes, sir; they had no other objection to Parson Murff.

Question. Did they burn aay school-houses in that county i
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Ansu'cr. Yes, sir, quite a number of tliera. The Rev. John Avery stopped at the same
bouse iu Oxford that I did; his house was burucd.

Question. WIi<>rc does he live?

Ansnrr. Iu Winston County. His brothers and cousins belong to this Ku-Klux or-

ganization ; so he said himseif. They had threatened his life because he was teaching

a free white school, and he threatened to go before the grand jury at Oxford and give

evidence against them. They then sent for him to go to one of their meetings. I give

you Mr. Avery's statement. He was going to swear before the grand jury at Oxford,

and his brothers sent for him to go to one of their Ku-Klnx meetings. He went there,

and they projtosed to compromise the matter, which he agreed to do, if they would let

him alone and not annoy liim. But they broke their agreement by burning down his

school-house afterward, and he came to Oxford to give evidence there. His brothers

sent him word, while he was in the same house with mo, that they would kill him, so

help them (lod, for turning traitor and giving evidence against them. Ho had not

turned traitor to them, for ho had never belonged to their organization.

Qtieslioii. Was he a southern man ?

Ajisiccr. Yes, sir; a southern man,
Qucstto)!. And a Methodist minister?
Answer. Yes. sir, of the Methodist Episcopal Church South; and a man highly

respected and of good standing iu.that counnunity, I understand. The order there was
to put down every free school, and I 'do not believe there is a single free school in that

county; the infornjation is that they are all closed.

Qiicsiioii. They have broken up all the schools in that county ?

Answer. Yes, sir; or nearly all of them.
Question. Do you expect to return to Cliickasaw County ?

Answer. 1 want to return there, bcciuise I am interested in my school work there;

but I dare not now ; at jires^nt I cannot return.

Question. You do not suxipose it would be safe for you to go back there now ?

Answer. No, sir ; my life would be taken. They have sworn there, since I have taken
this action against tliem, that they will kill mo, day or night ; that they would track

mo wherever I might go. My friends have sent me word from there that these mea
have sworn to Icili me, by day or by night, wherever I may go in that country.

This witness also states that the objection is not only to tbe expense
of the system ; that tliose who object liave tokl him the free-school sys-

tem is not so expensive as private schools, bnt it is to the education of

the negro and becaif^e it is a " radical" measure, and enacted against

their will, (pp. 33G, 340.)

To give the details of the v/hipping of men to compel them to change
their mode of voting, the tearing' of them away from their families at

night, accompanied with insults and outrage, and followed bj^ their

murder, would be bat repeating- what has been described iu other
States, showing- that it is the same organi;:ation in all, working- by the
same means for the same end. Five murders are shown to have been
committed in Monroe Couut,v, fifteen in Noxubee, one in Lowndes, by
the testimony taken in the city of Washington ; but the extent to which
school-houses were burned, teachers whij)i)ed, and outrages committed
in this State, cannot be fully given until the testimony taken by the
sub-committee shall have been printed and made ready to report.

Having- thus spoken of the first appearance, the i)rogress, and acts of
this organization, the inquiry presents itself, Wliat are we to deal
with as a cause or causes in finding a remedy for the evil i "We turn to

the testimony of General Forrest, who gives the account of its earliest

existence, and, liom the extracts already given, it may be fairly pre-

sumed he knows why the Ku-lvlux were organized. Four distinct mo-
tives or causes may be gathered as assigned by him

—

First. The animosity existing between the I'uion and rebel soldiers,

(p. 23.)

Second. Opposition to the Loyal Leagues, (pp. G, 7.)

Third. Apijrclu'iision of violence from the negroes, ([>. 24.) This is

put in the Ibrm of an apprehension of their unlawful acts and of re-

sentment against northern men and rei)ublicans lor infiuencing the
negro, and detaching him from the political support of his former mas-
ters.
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Fourtli. Apprelieiisiou of the State militia, called .out by Governor
Brownlovr, (pp. 14, 15.)

We endeaver to group the causes tliat liave beeu assigned iu the tes-

timony of others than General Forrest, as accounting for the Ku-
Klux.

First. The reconstruction acts are given as the exciting cause, because

—

Second. It is alleged that they brought in the "carpet-baggers," who
influenced the negroes to vote with them, whereas, if left to themselves,
they would have acted with their fornjer masters.

Third. To control them politically, Union Leagues were established,
and it is charged that in them they were instigated to steal and commit
other ofienses, and the Ku-Klux were instituted to counteract them.

Fourth. That by these means ignorant and unworthy men obtained
power in the State and local governments, squandered public money,
increased State debts, imposed oppressive taxes, enacted election laws
which resulted in frauds, and have been guilti^ of corrupt practices iu
legislation and in administering the State and local finances.

Fifth. The incapacity or want of integritj' in inferior magistrates, and
in some instances in judges of courts.

Sixth. The abuse by the executive of the States of the i^ardoning
power.

Seventh. The arming of the militia in some of the States.

Eighth. The continuance of political disabilities.

The first three causes assigned by General Forrest for the organization
in 18GG, are iudentical in meaning, if not in language, with the first three
gathered from the testimony of those who undertake to account for its

organization at subsequent dates ; and, therefore, before proceeding to

consider these later-assigned causes, we notice that of the apprehension
of the militia called out by Governor Brownlow. They were called out,

as is to be inferred from General Forrest's testimony, to resist the late

rebels, as he states that they were ordered to shoot rebels with impunity.

As they were organized and in service by authority of the State, op])0-

sition to them signified hostility to the State government; but without
going into the histoid' of this subject, we dispose of it by quoting from
the report of General Thomas, (report of Secretary of War, 1867-'68,

vol. 1, pp. 182, 184:)

The condition of affairs generally ia the country districts in Tennessee was most
deplorable in the lirst part of the year, nmrders, robberies, and outrages of all kinds

being committed -nithout any eltort on the part of the civil authorities to arrest the

offenders. This was particularly the case iu Sumuer and Robertson Counties, localities

in which loyalty to the Goverulnent never was considered "respectable," Union men
and negroes being iu constant danger of their lives. The town of Columbia, in Maury
County, Tennessee, may also bo mentioned as standing prominently forth for obstacles

thrown iu the way of obtaining justice through the civil courts by any who were not

identified with the confederates. The petty officers of the law, particularly asheriff,

by virtue of tliat freemasonry existing among rebels and rebel sympathizers iu that

locality, oftentimes could make lilb almost unbearable to those who had not remained

consistautly disloyal to the Government.

Just previous to the August election in Tennessee, and evereince, there has been con-

siderable feeling aroused among a certain class concerning the misbehavior of the State

militia in that part of the country.
On two occasions I have sent officers of my staff to make inquiries and investigation

on the spot, and they could elicit nothing of a general character which could bo con-

sidered in the light of gross irreguhirities, such as the malcontents of the local press

endeavored to represent. Occasional rows, such as might be expected from a newly

organized body of men, would occur, and would then be immediately seized upon by

an unscrupulous set of newspaper demagogues, only too willing to misrepresent, if the

opportunity were afforded.

Eecurring now to their operations as described iu the report of Gen-

Gkk
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oral Thomas, heretofore quoted, and to the report of the legisLitivc com-
mittee in Tennessee, helore proceediii.^- to consider causes subsequently

assi.uned, in connection Avith the tirst three assigned by General Forrest,

the following points of resembUmce arc observable between the organ-

ization Ibrmed for these alleged causes in 18GC, and the one which is

said to have been formed for subsequent causes, viz

:

First. They were called the Ku-Klux Klans.
Second. They were described as " organized companies of men, mounted

and armed, horses and riders disguised," &c.

Third. The civil authorities were powerless to repress them.
Fourth. The tone of the sympathizing piress.

Fifth. Assassination of all who interfered witli their plans.

Sixth. The Loyal Leagues were given in excuse for their organization.

Seventh, The complaints of the defeated insurgents, contrasting their

past aiul i)resent condition, assigned as the controlling causes of law-

lessness.

These points can all be verified by referring to the report of General
Thomas for 1SGS-'G9, vol. 1; Ileport of Secretary of AVar, pp. 144-151;
and onp]). 11)3 and 197 will be found the interview with General Forrest
and his letter, heretofore referred to, inserted as ha\ing attracted the
attention of.that officer, as part of the development of this organization

at that time.

These last-alleged causes are gathered from the testimony of leading
men in the several States, such as Judge Carpenter, General Chestnut,
Wade Hampton, General Butler, and Ex-Lieutenant Governor Cannon,
in Soutli Carolina; Judge Battle and others, in North Carolina; Colonel
Baskerville and J. F. Sessions, in ]Mississipi)i; Governor Lindsay and
General Clanton, in Alabama ; General Gordon and Judge Wright, in

Georgia ; all of v.hom very distinctly avow that they are not members
of the oiganization, never met a member knowing him to be such, and
give these causes as in their opinion accounting for the organization of

the Ku-Klux, or, where they are skeptical as to its existence, as some of

them are, for the outrages which they admit have been committed. In
considering these causes, it is impracticable, within the limits of this

report, to take up each State, and speak in detail of its condition, as
showing tlie existence of any or all of them. They must be dealt with
generall}-, using the several States as occasion may require as illus-

trations.

Bearing in mind that the existence of the organization is established
as early as 18GG, and taking the four causes assigned by General Forrest,

it is easy to determine tlie class of men who composed and the motives
which actuated the order then.

It was conqjosed of fhe late rebel soldiers as opposed to Union men
;

of democrats as opposed to the white ami negro republicans in the
Union Leagues ; of those who resisted as against those who sustained
Governor Browulow's ellbrts to maintain order and preserve peace in

the State.

Starting in Tennessee, it had rapidly siu'cad into adjoining States,
and, as aheady shown, had manifested itself by its acts, to a greater pr
less extent, in every one of the late insurrectionary States as early as
during the summer and fall of ISGS. Kow, with the exception of the
presence of northern men in Southern States, and tlie establishment of
Union Leagues to inlhu-nce the i)oiitieal action of the negroes, none of
:hese later-assigned causes for the origin of the Ku-Klux were them-
selves in existence in l.SGG, when it was established.
The reconstruction acts were passed in March, 1SG7. The State gov
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eruments of the otlier insurrectionary States, after Tennessee, were not
organized until the summer of 1SG8. The thirteenth and fourteenth con-
stitutional amendments were declared ratified ISth December, 18G5, and
28th July, 1808, respectively. It follows that those were not the causes
of the organization. It was an organization already in existence when
these events took place, and from the elements drawn into it, and the
motives actuating it in its beginning, have llowed the terrible conse-
quences revealed by the testimony taken and reported by the committee.
It doubtless did develop with events and adapted "

itself to them.
Coming into existence after the thirteenth amendment to the Constitu-
tion was adopted, it visited its vengeance in Tennessee upon the negro
and the Union man whose acts had liberated him. The reconstruction
acts, being another step to secure national safety, were met with in-

creased bitterness ; and the report of the committee of the Tennessee
legislature tells the results in that, the then (18G7-'G8) only recon-
structed State. When the fourteenth amendment was proposed, con-
ferring citizenship and its rights and" privileges upon the negro, and
imposing disabilities to hold office upon those Mho had already disre-

garded the obligations of oflice, the contest became still more bitter and
more widely spread ; and the spirit of the early Tennessee organization
is readily discerned in the atrocities narrated by the reports of com-
manding officers and of the superintendents of the Freedmen's Bureau,
and in the contested election cases of the year 18G8.

That contest ended, the State governments were about going into

operation after their admission to representation. The light in which
they have been viewed, and the spirit in which they have been received

by those who sullenly stood back and refused to take part in their organ-

ization, complaining of them as imposed by the usurpation and tyranuj-

of Congress, have been manifested by the extracts already given from
their own testimony in diflereut States. These complaints, uttered by
the leaders of southern sentiment in the hearing of their more humble
followers, have again produced their fruits. Evils bad enough in them-
selves, and needing correction, were carried, clothed in the language Of

these leaders, breathing bitter complaints against national and State

governments, and deprecating the enfranchisement of the negro, into

the meetings of their subalterns, and then became the pretext for crimes

and lawlessness that, unchecked, could end only in anarchy.

The adoption of the fifteenth amendment, having made the ballot

secure against the spirit which opposed the thirteenth, and rejected, as

far as it could, the fourteenth amendment, presented the colored man
clothed with freedom, citizenship, and the ballot. The organization of

18GG, animated by the spirit and composed of the material already men-

tioned, had developed in the opposite direction, and in 1870 and 1871 it

-rode into Eutaw, Alabama, and murdered Boyd for seeking to punish

by law the murderers of colored men. It pursued the ministers of the

Methodist Episcopal Church in that State because of their loyalty. In

North Carolina it hung Wyatt Outlaw,»for no other offense than opposi-

tion to the Ku-Klux, and barbarously whipped Mr. Justice for exercising

his political rights. In South Carolina it tortured Elias Hill for preach-

ijig the gospel to his race, for educating their children, for leading them
in their political and business life. It assembled in force, armed and

disguised, to prevent the execution of a writ of habeas corpus in Union

County, issued to secure ten negroes charged with murder for lawful

trial, and hanged them without trial. In Mississippi it destroy ed school-

houses and drove away school-teachers. In Georgia, and indeed in all

the States examined into, it committed murders, whippings, and out-

ti
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rages so nnuierons and so horiible.tbat one of the retained defenders of

tbe perpetrators lias honored bis own nature and annonuced the exist-

ence of these enormities by dechiring that, in South Carolina, "they are

shoclcini? to humanity; they admit neither of justilication nor excuse

;

they violate every obligation ^vhich law and nature impose upon men."
The first cause assigned by General Forrest, the animosity existing

between Union men and the confederates in Q'ennessee, naturally pre-

pared the Ku-Klux for assigning all these subsequent causes for their

acts. That there were depredations and petty pilferings by the negroes

after the close of the war cannot be doubted. That it would be so was
almost inevitable. They had been chattels; ignorance was enforced

upon them by statute; tljey had seen their masters in arms seeking to

absolve themselves from the obligations of the supreme law of the

laud. When that rebellion failed and found the negro a free man, it

was not to be expected that he would have a highly cultivated sense of

the rights of property, or of the obligations of that law w hich gave the

results of his toil to those who had themselves disregarded law in a
struggle to i)cr])etuate his bondage. But that ever there was serious

apprehension of general or combined lawlessness by the negroes we
cannot believe, as the testimony does not establish that they ever con-

templated it. Upon the contrary, there was no difficulty in arresting,

convicting, and punishing them for their oifenses, and the cases in

which apprehension of general attack from them is alleged, as, for in-

stance, in Chester County, South Carolina, when examined, show that,

instead of intending hostilities against the whites, they were themselves
fearing attack and seeking protection.

The animosity against northern men who settled in the South, and
arc, by way of reproach, called carpet-baggers, was entirely natural at

the inception of this organization, and it has been faithfully transmitted.

Many of the soldiers of the Union Army felt that they had a right to

make their homes in the land they had wrested from the grasp of
treason. They could not expect to be more hospitably received by their

defeated enemies than were the Union men of Tennessee. If they
tound congenial associates in the Loyal League—a political organization
formed, not to instigate or encourage crime, but in aid of the Union
for which they fouglit—and if by its means they obtained place and
power, they became still more the objects of the aversion of those who
looked upon them as at once the instruments and the representatives of
tyranny. Faithful and honest service would hardly reconcile these
animosities; but when, as was too often the case, unfaithful and dis-

honest men, strangers, without the merit of soldiers or tlie virtue of
good citizens, climbed into place by their mean- , they ailbrded a jiretext

for a proscription so inexoiable that no intelligence or i)urity of char-
acter could withstand the odium of the term "carpet-bagger."' As the
violence; of tlu', ]\u ]vlux has been directed in but few instances against
tin* dishonest and unfaithful car])et-bag officials, it is evident that the
comi>laint of tliem is but a pretest for the hostilities visited ui)on others.
Thus we dispose of the rcconslruction acts, the apjnehcnsion of the

negroes, the carpet-])agge)s, and tlie Union Leagues, assigned as causes
for theoiganization and acts of the Ivu-Klnx in the ojiinionsof those who
say they are notmemlx'isand who have not been its victims. But other
classes of witnesses have testilied who give other reasons for the
existence and acts of this order; they are ils members and its victims.
Some of its jn<'nd)ei-s testified, and their testimony has been before the
country in the report upon North Carolina. Since then the testiuiou}'

of Durham and Schenck, in the same State, that of Owens in South
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Carolina, that of Talliaferro iu Missisaiijpi, and the multitude of con-
fessions at Yorkville, Columbia and Italeigli—all show clearly that
whatever may have been its original intent or the avowed design with
which men were seduced into it, it has become a political organization
whose purpose, as variously expressed, is to put the democratic party
up and the radical party down, to oppose the amendments to the'
Constitution, to have a white man's government, and, as finally revealed
in the printed constitution and oath published with the testimony of
the last witness examined, (Mr. Schenck,) ''to oppose and reject the
principles of the radical party," an end, as shown by the constitution,
to be accomplished by " each member providing himself with a pistol,

a Ku-Klux gown, and signal instruments."
If corroboration were needed upon this point, it can be found in the

expressions made by those bandits to their victims when inflicting their
scourgings upon men and their outrages upon women. That testimony
is uniform, and if "out of their own months we condemn them," it

must be upon the ground of their hostility to the Government, and to

the enjoyment by the negro of the rights conferred upon him by the
amendments to the Constitution, and by the laws which they are
organized to oppose.
Although these assigned causes did not give rise to the Ka-Klux, and

although where any of them can be urged the.\ do not either justify or

excuse the wrongs committed, there do exist evils of so grave a charac-

ter, and which do so seriousl}' affect the people in these States, that the
committee feel it a duty to notice them. They may be considered as

comprised in the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh assigned causes, of

vrhich we proceed to speak collectively.

The state of society at the close of the war was one w^hick would
have been very difiicult to deal with, even by the best-established gov-

ernment. It became very much more difficult in the contest which en-

sued over the proper mode of re-establishing the destroyed State gov-

ernments.
We have already spoken of the negro. Those who had owned him

and the land he tilled, by their education, wealth, and consequent posi-

tion, were the governing power in the State. They took up arms for

the idea that the States had formed and were superior to the National

Government. They were unwilling to accept at the hands of that Gov-
ernment the reconstruction acts or the fourteenth amendment, proposing

terms which substantially left the power of the State governments iu their

hands, and enabled them to limit sufltrage and office to the white race.

They declined to participate in the reorganization of the States, and we
now' find them almost universally attacking the State governments Avith

all the intensity of party feeling in the present, fed by the remembrances
of the past, and aggravated by the results of the errors which many of

them concede they committed in their refusal to take part in the pre-

liminary steps for their reorganization and in their rejection of the four-

teenth amendment to the Constitution.

Unfortunately there are too many causes for complaint in the subse-

quent conduct of the State governments. If good government had re-

sulted, the opposition founded upon their former political creed, and
upon what they characterized as the bad faith, usurpations, and tyranny

of Congress, would ere this have lost much of its power even in their

own communities. Gentlemen have not hesitated to say that they

acknowledged the right of Congress to impose terms upon the States

after the war, and in the same connection to charge that good faith had

been violated iu requiring them to do more than observe tl^ terras of
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their parole when the armies surrendered, or in demanding ratification

of constitutional amendments as part of the terms of readmission to

representation. The same persons were careful to assert that there

was no hostility to the General Government, and yet to base their de-

nunciation of tlie State government upon the ground that it had been

im])osed upon them by the usurpations of Congress, and against their

will. In this temper it would have made but little difference what
terms were ]iroposed, they would have met with the same reception.

The power to impose any terms was inconsistent with the principle for

which they had fought ; and if in the exercise of that power a form of

government had been proposed which they believed to be otherwise

good, it is but too evident that so long as it embraced the liberation, the

civil and political elevation, of the negro, it would have been rejected.

From simple opposition they advanced to sullen and even defiant de-

nunciation.

In Alabama, for instance, in order to defeat the proposed State con-

stitution, they advised that the people should register and then not vote

upon the constitution, so that it would not have a nuijority of the reg-

istered votes. They could bave voted at that time for State oflicers

and refrained to vote upon the constitution, but to avoid the risk of the

people voting upon both they advised them to vote upon neither. When
Congress in the exercise of its power defeated this revolutionary efibrt

to prevent the establishment of any government, the men who did this

now complain that the ollicers elected by those who did vote are not
their choice, and assign this as a reason for bad government, and the
bad government as a cause for Ku-Klux.

In other States men who were educated and eligible to office were
ashed by the colored people to accept it, and refused.

The conse(pieuces of this state of feeling and society have been dis-

astrous in the South, as such a course must be in any country. The re-

fusal of a large jjortiou of the wealthy and educated men to discharge
their duties as citizens has brought upon them the same consequences
which are being suflered in northern cities and communities from the
neglect of their business and educated men to participate in all the
movements of the peoi)le which make up self-government. The citizen

in either section Avho refuses or neglects, from any motive, to take his

part in self-government has learned that he must now suffer and help
to repair tlie evils of bad government.
The newly made voters at the South at the close of the war, it is tcs-

tiied, were kindly disposed toward their former masters. The feeling

between them even yet seems to be one of confidence in all other than
their political relations. The refusal of their former masters to partici-

pate in jjolitical reconstruction necessarily lelt the negroes to be influ-

enced by others. Many of them were elected to office, and entered it

with honest intentions to do their <luty, but were nnlitted for its dis-

charge. Through their instrumentality, many unworthj' white men,
having obtained their conlidence, also i)rocured public; ])ositions. In
legislative Ixidics this mixture of ignorant but honest nu'u with better
cducat^'d knaves gave op[>ortunity for corruption, and this opportunity
has de\('lo])('d a state of (hMiioralization on this subject which may and
does ac(;ount for many of the wrongs of which the people justly com-
plain. It is apparent, at the sam<> time, that the demoralization'is not
confined to race, nativity, or political creed, but presents specimens
alike in the negro, the (•ar])et-bagger, ami the white native citizens of
l)oth parties. These remarks are not applicable to all the reconstructed
States. They arc to several of them.
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Taking South Carolina as au illustration, and it is certainly as bad in

these respects as any of the States, and there can be no doubt
that venality and corruption in the legislature prevailed largely. They
are spoken of as existing by men of all jiarties, and seem to be con-
ceded; certainly their existence is almost universally- believed by the
people of the State. With such material in the legislature and'such
views of virtue outside as are shown to have prevailed, corruption was
inevitable.

To make this clear, we quote from the testimony of two citizens, one
a democratic member of the Soutli Carolina legislature from Spartan-
burgh, Dr. II. M. Smith, another. General M. C. Butler, the candidate
for lieutenant governor supported by, the reform or democratic party at
the last election. Dr. Smith testified as follows, (pp. 729, 730:)

By the Chairman :

Question. I suppose you accept the common maxim that the mau %vho ofFcrs a bribe is

as bad as the mau Avho accepts ouc ?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not accept it, for this reason : a man shouM not prostitute an
official position, and when it is Icnowu that a mau in an official capacity is purchasable
property, any man has a right to purchase him as well as anythiu<j else.

Question. Is that your code of morals?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. As a legislator, legislating for the public good ?

Ansiccr. I hold tliat the mau who purchases auj^ gentleman acting in an official ca-

pacity is not any more culpable than tbe purchaser of auy other sj)ecics of X'roperty,

when he holds himself out iu the market.
Question. Is that in accordance with the penal code of South Carolina ?

Answer. I am not a la^Yyer— I am an illiterate man.
Question. You are a graduate in medicine?
Answer. Y'cs, sir.

Question. Does your penal eode in South Carolina impose a penalty only upon the

man who takes tlie bribe, and not upon the man who gives it?

Answer. I am not prepared to answer, but I have taken tbat view.

Question. Y'ou would not, as a legislator, impose any penalty upon a mau who bribes

a, public officer ?

Question. No, sir; because when it is understood that a man is for sale, like a sheep,

or anything else, auy man has a right to buy him.

By Mr. Van Tuujip :

Question. Y'ou base your opinion on the fact that the legislature is known to be

nnblushingly in the market ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

By the Chairm^vn :

Question. Is that the general tone of feeling among the members you associate with ?

Answer. That they are for salcf

Question. That it is no otfense in a man to buy up members ?

Answer. I don't know whether I ever heard tliat question raised.

Question. You have not even heard it mooted ?

Answer. No, sir ; not as to the criminality of the two pai-ties. I may bo wrong in this

matter.
Question. If that is the general tone of feeling among the members, I thiuk your

legislature does need a great deal of reform here. Go on to 16G9. Was tbe same charge

of corru^itiou made in ISCJ ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it became worse—more unl)lushing.

Question. Was it then contined to members of either political party?

Ansieer. The i)hosphate bill is, I tliink, of 18G9. There was no charge in 18G3, except

charges imi)licatiug the republican party. It is only in this phosphate bill that a

democrat was implicated ; it was the legislature elected in 1868, and meetiug in 18G9.

I thiuk the phosphate bill was iiassed iu 1868.

''Tim nurley," a republicaii member from Charleston, was so often

introduced in the testimony of witnesses from this State as the leader of

corruption in the legislature tliat he nuiy tairly be treated as a repre-

sentative character, and bids fair to go dov.ii as a historical one -,
and as

further illustrating the pervading tone of public sentiment we quote
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again from the testimony of Dr. Smith, vho himself claims to be an
honest man, never snspectcd, and is a native of the State, as follows, (pp.

730, 740, 711 :)

Ey Mr. Van Tp.ump :

Qncstion. Is Hurley a caqiet-bagger ?

Jliisnrr. Yes. sir.

(,>uc)iiion. Where from ?

Attsurr. From JI;ussacbnsctts; lie is now a member of the lej^jislature.

Question. Is he not uudcrstood to be a shrewd, keen, and most unscrupnlons man,
and corrupt 1

Ansivcr. He is a very shrewd man. To say that he was corrupt would be going fur-

ther than I would like to state.

Question. Take my sense of corruxitionjtTien, Has he been suspected of buying votes

in the legislature ?

AnsHcr. They don't suspect him of that— he does not deny it. I have heard it stated

on the llocr of the legislature ; but " corruption" covers a great deal of ground. Tim
Hurley has the reputation of being a mau that will not go back on his friends. If ho
contracts to put through a job, any one else may offer him more money, but ho will

not forsake his first man.
Question. He goes on the maxim, " Honor among thieves."

Ausurr. Yes, sir ; but I will not say that, for I don't know.
Question. Is he notoriously engaged in carrying measures in the lobby with money ?

Aiisuxr. Yes, sir ; he is recoguized as the principal lobbyist ; but ho refused $G0,U0O

to report upon the Port Ivoyal Railroad bill—so a member from Beaufort charged him
with upcm thelloor; and ho did not do it, because he was already engaged to the
GrtH'nville Railroad.

Question. Did Tim say he got more from the Greenville Railroad ?

Ansxeer. This man charged him with it to his face, and he did not deny it. I do not
suiipose he would deny it.

» * » * » # #

By the CnAiitMAN : ^

Question. I have one or two questions to ask in connection witli your examination.
I understood you to saj% in answer to a question by Judge Van Trumi>, that you were
not willing to say that Tim Hurley Avas corru])t ?

Ansiver. I would not ])e willing to say it in the full acceptation of that word, and I

Avent on to state why ; that he had some good qualities.

Question. I understood you to saj'' that Tim Hurley refused $60,000 offered to him,
giving that as a reason why he was not corrupt?
Answer. I do not give that as a reason.

Question. I undmstood it to be given as a reason that ho refused $00,000 when offered

to him to not rejiort on the Port Royal bill, because he was in the interest of the Blue
Ridge Railroad Company.

Auswer. Yes, sir ; that was the report there.

Question. lu other words, that he had received some compensation from the Blue
Ridge Company.

Ansivn: That was the rumor.
Question. Was he at that time a member of the house of representatives ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir; chairman of the counnittee on railroads.

Question. He had in his charge a bill afi'ecting the interests of the Port Royal Rail-
road, and was offered $GO,OUO if he would not report on that?

Ansuer. Yes, sir ; that is the charge ; that he had been offered $G0, 000 to report. I

was talking with one of the members about that, and stated that I didn't believe It.

H<5 savs, " You don't know Tim Hurley. Ho makes more money from the Greenville
Railniad."

Question. And the reason he would not report on the Port Royal road was because
he had alrt^xly received a consideration for his action from the Blue Ridge road?

Answer. I w ill not say he had received it.

Question. But he was to receive it ?

Answir. Yes, sir.

Question. With that statement here, you are still unwilling to say that Hurley ia a
corrupt man ?

Answer. Not in every sense of the v.-ord. "Corruption'' covers the whole ground.
Hurley is a genth-nian socially so far as I know him, and would not do a wrong act
with yon or me with anything intrusted to his care. When you say a num is totally
corrupt you cover evc'ry thing.

Question. Still you consider that, as a legislator, he wonld sell his vote and his posi-
tion as a member of the committee?
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Answer. 1 will not say that. Report said so, aud I heard a member charge him -with
it, aud he did uot reply.

Question . Yon believe it ?

Ansirtr. I believe ho is the principal lobbyist, and that he docs buy the votes of other
members.

Qucslion. He corrupts other members ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he has done so.

Question. And still you are unwilling to class him among corrupt men ?

Ansicer. Not absolutely corrupt.
"^

Qtiesiion. It is only a cpialilied corruption f

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is that the view generally taken, or your own individual view ?

Answer. My own individual view. I do not think I ever heaixl the question raised
before. I may be very erroneous in it.

Question. I think so myself.
Answo: I thiuli a man can bo a gentleman in some positions and spheres, but
Question. But I cannot see how a man can injure his fellow-citizena more than to

corrupt their representatives who are intrusted with their interests.

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Question. I ask whether Tira Hurley is a corrupt man if he refused $00,000 to do one
legislative act because he had received more for doiug another legislative act—was not
that itself a corrupt act ?

Answer. Both are corrupt acts, but ho is not so corrupt as a man would bo to take
the $0)0,000 and whatever the other iiarty would give also.

Question. To take both ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that is the view ; he would not do that.

General Butler's attention was called to tbe frauds practiced by tlie

laud commission, and the following resulted, (pages 1207, 1208:)

Question. You spoke of the fact that the owners were considerably to blame also. Is
it not a fact that the fraud on the State, of the character to which you have refen-ed,
buying at $5 au acre and inserting in the deed a consideration of $10, could not have
been consummated without the co-operation of the venders?

Ansice^'. Cn-tamlj, of course hot.
Question. Were uot the venders, in a very large degree, the native South Carolinians

liere who owned the laud ?

Answer. O, yes, sir.

Question. So that, in reality, if the fraud exists to the extent that is charged,
they have at least given their countenance to it, whether they have iirohted by it or
uot?

Answer. Clearly so ; and I think they are to blame for it ; but it was human nature
almost. I do not think a strictly honest man would do it. If I had 10,000 acres of land
to sell, and a senator would come to uie and say, " I will buy that if you will give mo
$500," I would buy him up as I would buy a mule.

Question. Has the impression been made on the public mind that the corruption ex-
isting in the South Carolina legislature and through the negroes is attributable en-
tirely to these bad men who come from the North ?

Answer. I don't think it has.
Question. Nor that the disturbed condition of your State is attributable to them ?

Answer. No, sir. I think some of the natives of the State are as responsible as men
IVom the North ; but there is this difference, that one is invested with a trust, a public
trust, and tb3 other is not. He is simply a private individual making a trade, like

trading horses. But here stands a man clothed with a public trust, and, of course, the
obligation rests upon him to discharge that trust honestly and faithfully, and there is

no excuse for him.
Question. Certainly not ; but is the moral atmosphere of this State of such a char-

acter that it holds that the public servant who is corrupted is to be any more repro-
bated than tiie man who corrui)ts him ?

Answer. I think so, clearly so ; because if a man who has a public trust is suscepti-

ble of being corrupted-r-there are corrupt men everywhere;—he only wants an excuse.

It is f\ir more rei)rehensible in a man who is invested with a public trust. I do not
apologize for the morality of cheating in a horse-trade, or anj'thing else ; but the i)ub-

lic servant never could have been corrupted if ho had not been approachable.
Question. We hear so much of carpet-baggers and scalawags that we want to trace

them out, and liud out who are guilty.

Anstver. I think that is fair.

The efl'ect of such casuistry is apparent in the history of South Caro-

lina legislation slu^l its consequences. After the acts releasing the lien
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of the State iipou the Blue Eidgc and Greenville and Columbia Eail-

roads, and other acts complained of, were passed ; wlien taxation was
complained of, a taxpayers' convention was called, couiposed principally

of the property-holders of the State; and in the proceedings, as incor-

porated in the testimony, will be found the following extracts from tho

speeches of F. F. Warley, a promnient democrat. In reference to one
of these acts he said, (pp. 499-508:)

There is no sin uninduced by temptation ; tLore can be no corruption without cor-

rnptors; and wc fail to discliargo the duty we owe to those wlio sent us here, if Ave do
not endeavor to seek them out. Tho legishituro of South Carolina, ignorant as it is,

could not have been bribed v/ithout mojiey ; that money nmst liave been furnished

from some source ; that source, it is our duty to endeavor to discover.*.»*»#»
Mr. President, one prominent feature in this transaction is the part which native

Carolinians have played in it ; and it is to this featnro that I ask to be allowed to ad-

dress mys(_'lf in closing. I say, sir, and I say it in sorrow, tkat some of our own house-

hold, men wliom the State in tlie past has delighted to honor, but whose honors have
been withered by the atinosphel-e of corruption that they breathe, arc involved in this

swindle. I can't conceive how these men, thoroughly acquainted as they are with the
negro character, and with tho circumstances which, up to a recent date, surrounded
the negroes then in slavery—knowing, as they well know, that in mature manhood the

negro is mentally a child, and that, morally he never passes the stature of infancy

—

could reconcile it to themselves to ai)proach them when, by force of law, they were
suddenly raised to political jiower, and, by appealing to their cupidity and avarice,

make them their instruments to efl'ect the robbery of their impoverished white brethren.

The highwayman spares the idiot ; the pirate has mercy on the fool ; but these, our own
people, use idiot and fool alike to consummate their schemes of sindiation and plunder.

A legislature, composed chieily of our former slaves, has been bribed by these men

—

to do what? To give them the privilege, by law, of plundering tho property-holders

of the State, now almost bankrupt by reason of tho burden of taxation undet -wlueh

they labor.

That the lionest people of the State would complain of such results

will excite ho surprise. In the light of these extracts it is also apparent
how u.seless and idle it is for either party to charge the other with the
consequences, as the result of party measures, Tlie political party in

power must, of course, bear the responsibility of its partisan adminis-
tration, but the individual dishonesty of the members of either party
in i)ublic trust, or of private citizens who bribe them, should be treated
not as a i)arty fault, so as to give it even the slightest party support,
but as a gross departure from duty, meriting the scorn of all honest
men, and teaching the man guilty of it that he forfeits the respect of all

I)arties ; that no party distinction or services can atone for the lack of

l)ersonal integrity.

To proceed with results in South Carolina: A commission was organ-
ized to purchase lands for the purpose of furnishing homes to the desti-

tute laborers at cheap rates and upon terms of easy payment, and
$700,0(10 was ai)pr<>i)riated lor that i)urpose. The policy of the measure,
in the then impoverished condition of tlie State, had its advocates and
opponents in l)()t]i lumses. The intention, if honestly carried out, was
comm('ndal)le, Init the administration of the trust discloses, as already
intimated l)y the extracts given, a greedy avidity by tho owners of land
to sell ; a willingness to insert in their (lee<ls a price higher than that
they obtained—the did'erence to be used as a corruption fund between
themselves and the ollieers—thus defrauding the State; making pur-
chases of huid unfit for tlie purpose, at exorbitant prices, and defeating,
in a great degree, the Ijenevolent puri>oses of the act.

The election law of the State is oik^ which (rould not be better calcu-
lated toi>i()duee fiiuuls l)y allbiding the facilities to <'omjnit and conceal
them, and, tem[)ted by these jacilities, we cannot doubt that in many
instances they were committed.
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The pardoning power lias been exercised freely by the executive, and
unless we bear in mind the peculiar state of society existing in this State,
the party divisions so nearly separating the whites and the blacks, the
severity of punishment visited upon the negroes for trivial offences, the
temptation which would naturally present itself to give credence to their
wrongs when asking for clemency, the proportion of pardons to the num-
ber of convictions seems at once to establish that the power has been
abused. That it has been exercised in mistake in many instances, as it

often is in all the iStates, we cannot doubt, after hearing of the acts of
some of the pardoned convicts. But we are not ])repared to give the
sweeping condemnation of this feature of the administration that some
of its other features deserve.

The reports for the year 1S70 show that in that year there were in the
penitentiary 575 convicts, and 205 pardons were granted. The gover-
nor's message thus accounts for a large number of them

:

Such as are enumerated as pardoned mainly consisted of those whose terms were
about to expire, and who were recommended for their good behavior by the superin-
tendent. By anticip.ating the expiration of their sentence, the criminal generally
avoids the deprivation of his civil rights, many of which would be forfeited by their
consummation. The effect of this leniency is stated by the superintendent as beiuff

most salutary in promoting good behavior among the convicts, and enabling him, from
day to day, to designate large numbers of the convicts for work as laborers, teamsters,
and mechanics, without the presence of a guard outside the inclosure of the iirison,

and not one has betrayed the confidence thus reposed in them.

That he may have had reasons, in many others not given in detail, will

be believed when we refer to the record of a ease occurring in York
County, incorporated in the testimony, (p. 12G8.) From this it appears
that William Wright made oath belbre a trial justice charging Abraham
Sapaugh with having been one of a party of Ku-Klux who visited and
whipped him. Before the justice of the peace ho identified him as the
man and gave his reasons for his belief. Upon the usual ready-made
proof of an alibi, heard by the committing magistrate, he discharged
the defendant. Sapaugh then indicted Wright for peijiuy, in having
sworn to his identity, and, upon the testimony of this prosecutor, him-
self charged with KuKluxing, corroborated only by one man, who proved
an alibi, and, without any proof that if the negro was mistaken he was
willfully so, he was convicted of perjury and sentenced to the peniten-

tiary in a county where hundreds of negroes have been whipped and not
one man convicted for the crime. We do not know whether this was
one of the pardoned convicts or not, but it can hardly be questioned that

he ought to have been. And it will he remembered that there were
nine counties in the State in which a like atmosphere existed.

The controversy existing in this State as to the amount of its debt
illustrates the si>irit of partisan opposition to the State government by
those who complain of the increase of debt, and at the same time the

utterly indefensible conduct of the officers of the State which renders

such a question doubtful or even difficult of a clear, honest, and conclu-

sive solution.

The obstacles with which the State government has to deal in the bit-

terness of hostility evinced to its every act, is manifest when the testi-

mony of those who complain of the increase of State debt is examined.

Take, for instance, that of Judge Carpenter: In the increase of State

debt attributed to Governor Scott's administration, he includes 8500,000

of bonds issued to meet the debt incurred during the previous administra-

tion of Provisional Governor Orr ; $1,000,000 of bonds issued to pay the in-

terest of the former debt of the State which accumulated during the war

and remained unpaid ; and $1,259,000 of bonds issued to redeem the notes
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oftbe State bank, for which the faith of the State was pledged. These were
all debts existing before Governor Scott's administratiou began, but they

are classed with the burdens which the State is bearing under his rule.

It is to be remarked also that a portion of the State bank bills were
issued during the war and ought to have been rejected as issued for war
purposes, but the amount being uncertain, they were included in those

to 1)6 redeemed. This much of the debt was clearly forbidden to be
paid by the terms of tbe fourteenth amendment ; but that ground ot

objection was not urged by any of the complainants. But, on the other

hand, the statements made by the governor, by the comptroller, by the

State treasurer, and financial agent of the State, vary so much from the

statements derived from other sources claiming to have knowledge of

the actual amount of the debt, of the overissue of bonds, and of the

hypothecation of others, that the real amount of debt seems to be an
unsettled problem, Involving governor, treasurer, and State agent in

charges of dishonest and unlawful conduct, and presenting a state of

such uncertainty upon a question which the records of the State ought
to settle at once upon examination, that the existence of the controversy
is in itself disgraceful to all these officers, and cannot but be disastrous

to the credit and interests of the commonwealth.
The general venality of the legislature is complained of, in connection

with fraudulent bills for furnishing the State-house, with the passage
of bills for aid to railroads, for charters of incorporation, and, indeed,

the charge is so general as almost to prevent specification. Like all

such indiscriminate charges, it is doubtless exaggerated; but that there
was too much foundation Ibi' it in truth, the whole tenor of the testimony
leaves no room to doubt.
Many of the inferior magistrates and some of the county officers ap-

pointed by the governor were men not qualilied for the discharge of
their duties. Complaint was made of this, and in many instances other
men better qualified and named by the opposite party were by him
appointed. The «lifficulties of his situation, however, may be appre-
ciated, when it is stated that recent examinations have disclosed that iu

York county three of the trial justices, appointed at the instance of those
who complained of former ai^pointees, were proved to be members and
leaders of the Ku-Klux Klan. (See Colonel IMerrill's report.)

If there were some incompetent inferior magistrates, communities
wouhl hardly organize resistance to them when their wrongs could be
redressed hy appeal to superior tribunals. The testimony quoted has
shown that, as a general rule, civil rights and all ordinary criminal
cases are tried and justice administered in the courts as effectually as
in the Northern States. Tribunals which thus enforce the law between
man and man and between State and citizen, in cases brought before
them, cannot atford a decent pretext for a resort to violence and crime
in disguise, so as to escape detection.

In North (Carolina aid was granted by the action of both ])arties in

the h^gislaturc to I'ailroads, and the securities were shamefully misap-
plied by some of the railroad officers, also of both parties, to whom they
were issued, resulting in gieat financial embarrassment in that State.

In Georgia the administration of the finances of the State is involved
in obscurity and confusion. The abuse of the i)aidoning power is also
complained of by some of the governor's political oi)ponents, while
others say that in that respect they have nothing to complain of. In
nearly all tlu', States the desire to develop their resources by State aid,

and thus relieve the distress and embariassment resulting from the war.
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Las imqucstionably led to legislation which, however well iutended, has
resulted disastrously and imposed heavy burdens ujjou the people.
From sueh and similar causes Virginia is presented as tampering with

repudiation, and Louisiana as convulsed by a legislative schism threat-
ening revolution and bloodshed.

Tisat such causes have neither originated nor stirred into action the
Ku-Klux, however, is manifest from the facts that in Mississippi and
Alabama, where these causes did not exist, they have been active, and
in Louisiana and Virginin, where they do exist, the Ku-Klux, although
nmnilesting themselves in ISOS, have not again renewed their opera-
tions.

For details upon these subjects, in the several States which have been
thus incidentally brought before us, as alleged causes for disorders and
for interference with life, persons, and ])roperty, reference must be made
to the report of the sub-conmiittce having them specially in charge. In
referring to it we asli attention to the fact that the dates when the in-

crease of debt and taxation occurred conclusivel}' show that they could
not have been causes for the many scenes of blood and violence which
were enacted before such increase occurred.

Having referred to evils which have resulted in some of the States
from the state of things following the war, and from the difficulty of

reorganizing society and government, we desire to say upon this whole
subject, that while much exaggerated complaint is made, and will con-

•tinue to be made, by those who look upon these State governments as

"evil and only evil, and that continually," because of their origin, yet

wherever bad men have appealed to the passions of the negro and
sought to incite him to violations of the law, to disregard the established

rules of property or to engender animosity between the races, wherever
they have taken advantage of ignorance to place corrupt or incapable

men in office, wherever they have disgraced their official position and
betrayed public trust for private gain, wherever they ha\ e used the

arts of corrui)tion in legislative bodies or in executive stations, wherever
men liave sought to hide from responsibility by exciting their followers

to disorder, by aggravating either the evils of the present or the hatreds

of the past, we brand them all as the foes alike of the negro and the

white man, of the laborer and the land-owner, as deserving of reproba-

tion alike with those who disorganize society by armed raids upon the

sleeping and defenseless. We would not conceal the difficulties that

beset these communities. A state of feeling exists that can hardly be

appreciated by those who have not been in its midst and observed its

effects upon business and social life, and these effects must be taken

into consideration in dealing witli the evils which flow from them. We
make but one quotation u]ion this subject. It is from the testimony of

the Uou. Samuel F. Ftice, of Alabama, who became a practicing lawyer

in that State in 1838, has been frequently a member of its legislature,

becnmc a judge, and finally chief justice of the supreme court. He
gives a better idea of the feelings that prevail in southern communities

than any words of the committee could give, (pp. 500-508:)

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. In the testimony taken by the committee some charges have been made
against Governor Parsons on the grouiul tliat be left the democratic party and jomed

the repnblifvnu party for some mercenary purpose. I would like you to state your own
reason for abandoning the democratic party and joining the republican party.

Answer. 1 know for myself that I n(;ver took any step or did any act inoro regret-

fully than I did that of leaving tlie democratic party and determining to act with the

republican party. I knew the state of public feeling ; I had had all those passioua

myself; I knew what an utter contempt 1 had entertained for the republicans; and it
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•was tlic hardest strngirle of my life to get myself cool enongli and calm enouglitolook

at these great questions whicb luivo been disturbing tlu; country, through republican

spectacles— that is, to fully appreciate the view the republicans take of such questions

—

to survey the matter from their stand-point ; for I am satislied if you want to do .jus-

tice to any man's position, you mu»;t look at the question not merely in your own view,

but so far as possible in his. It did not occur to mo until after a long time that the

republicaus could be actuated in the course they were pursuing by anything else than

bate toward the people of the South. That I knew to be the prevailing view among
the white people of Alabama ; and I knew that any man who would quit the demo-

crats aud take part with the republicans -would be, no matter what his motives or

what manner of man he might be, hated and despised by a large portion of our white

people. I do not know that any man coukl take <a more unpopular aud iingracioua

step, oue more dangerous to all bis prospecis. I took the step under the absolute con-

viction that it w.'is best for the southern people themselves, whom I love better thaa

I do any other people, that I aud all others who had any influence with them should

take the republican side and should try to calm the people down and bring about-

j)eaee in the countiy. I did not see any other way to peace ; I do not believe there is

any other. In my own opinion we cannot, as a State, attain peace and prosperity

v.-liile one-half of the people of the State are continually struggling to deny to the

other the right of sull'rage.

Judging Governor Parsons by myself, I should say that nothing but an imperative

conviction of patriotic duty could have induced him to nuvke the change he did. I do
not sec how he could have promised himself any gain by it. I know that when I quit tlio

democrats, and concluded to act with the republicans, I considered it as equivalent to

resignation for all time of anything in the way of political promotion. I know that

personally I have sutfered greatly by it—in the breaking of social ties, &c. Even my
law partnership with Judge Goldthwaite was broken up in the storm which prevailed

at the time of the suit between Governor Smith and Governor Lindsay. Judge Gold-

thwaite was a candidate for the Senate; and ho became perfectly convinced that he
could not obtain the votes of the democratic mcuiljcrs of the legislature if ho remained

a partner of mine. No business connection between any two men was ever more
pleasant than ours, as he himself said, at the time that he desired to dissolve the part-

nership. 1 know that no two men ever got along better together in business. There
was never anything to disturb our relations, ])ersoual or professional. I will state fur-

ther that I have no bitterness toward any of the democrats—not even those who liavo

treated me tke worst ; and for this reasoTi : At the close of the war, and for some time

afterward, in the frame of mind in whicli I then was, I vrould have justified myself to

the full in all those things which they are doin.g now, and which I now condemn. My
own conviction was that people who had treated us as the northern people had, did not
deserve much to live anyhow, aud that if they did live they ought to have hot times,

especially if they tried to live in the South. I am satisfied that liJicse democrats are

good men, meu whom anybody, knowing them well, would like; but their passions

have been long indulged about this accunnilation of wrongs as they view them ; and
when a man lias been, as I have been, in the same conditiou of mind, aud understands
the feelings that are driving them on, ho cainiot but feel that he ought not to bo bitter

toward them. Ilcnce I liavo been enabled to j)racticc forbearance when they wore
abusing and maligning me, and offering to mo insult and outrage which I could not
otherwise have borne.

By the Ciiaikman, (Mr. Pool:)

Qiiculion. Do you know Governor Parsons well?
Anstvcr. I have known him for thirty years. We have had a good deal of business

with each other, and I have had mucii communication with him.
QiUHtion. Is he a man of purity of character ?

Annirir. Well, sir, I do not think any one in Alabama would have any doubt about
that. I should uuliesitatingly say he is a man of good character.

Qudiiion. We have had as witnesses hero men of eminence v.ho have stated other-
wise.
Anmvcr. I think the general idea concerning Governor Parsons is that he is a very

ambitious man ; I think so myself; but when you ask mo as to his general character,
whether it is good or bad, I cannot have any hesitation in saying tliat liis character
is undoubti'dly good. lie has been abused very largely abont his ]i()litieal course. He
l)as b<;en on ditlcrrnt sides jxilitieally, as 1 bav(^ myself ; aiul any man who changes
his i)olitical position in times of high excitement will always make enemies; that is

very certain. ,
Question. It has been charged before this committee that bcychanged his politics from

mercenary motives—fiom .considerations connected vith some claims ho had against
the Government?
AnmvcT. Well, I have no knowledge about his having any claims, aud I know of no
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fact or circumstance that would induce mo to come to any such conclusion or would
justify that conclusion.

Question. Before he turned republican, did he always maintain before the peoi^le of
^Vlabaiiia a character for honor and purity ?

Ansu-er. His character has been uniformly good. I wish the committee to understand
that I have heard a great many hard things said about him in political contests, but I

do not esteem such things as furnishing a just standard by which to form an opinion
as to a man's character, for many of the men whom I have heard speak of liim harshly
and bitterly at one time have exalted and magnified him at another. I know what tho
law means by a character, and in that view I have no hesitation in saying that Gov-
ernor Parson's character is a good one.

Question. Is it not a part of the tactics and principles of the democratic politicians in
xUabama to abuse and malign inordinately any man who is a republican ?

Ansicer. The practice in tliat respect is unexampled ; I have never known anything
to equal it. I have resided in Alabama for thirty-three years, and have been connected
somehow or other with politics ever since, sometimes quite actively. I was born and
raised a democrat, and one of tho lirst things that I did when I went to Alabama was
to buy out a whig paper, giving about ten jirices for it; and I v>as for awhile an
exceeding fierce little editor in a country town. As whigs and democrats, people used
to abuse each other very fiercely in speeches and newspapers, but such things scarcely

ever afll'ctcd our social relations. It was an unusual thing for social relations to be
disturbed by the severe and apparently angry political controversies carried on tlirough

the newspapers and on the hustings. But in these latter days, since the war, I notice

T.hat I never noticed before, that the estimate of a man is more controlled by his poli-

tics than by anything else.

By Mr. Blair : .

Question. What is the reason of that ?

Answer. I have thought much about it, and I think it is caused by this long continued
indulgence of passions, accompanied by a conviction that tho southern people are tho
most grossly wronged and outraged people on the face of the earth. That is the honest
belief of the white people generally. It Ls this feeling, doubtless, that makes them so

bitter, especially towaid a man like myself. I was a nullifier; a States-rights man
out and out. I entertained extreme Southern views until I became a repuldican. At
one time I acted v/ith tho know-nothings, but I advocated southern rights just as

strongly in the know-nothing organization as anywhere else. Now, I think I may say

witliou't vanity that I have as many personal friends in Alabama as any man there.

In fact, I think my safety and protection in being a republican, and taking the promi-

nent part which i have 'taken since leaving the democrats, is attributable in a large

measure to the personal friendship entertained toward me by democrats, my old polit-

ical brethren. Mr. Pugh and General Pettus, who, I understand, have been before you,

are friends of mine, anil our personal relations have continued undisturbed. They are

leading men; men of mind and comprehension. They arc strong partisans ; at least

General Pettus is a strong partisan. Mr. Pugh is not so strong, because he has been

I>retty much of a republican in his real views, though he has acted with the democrats

all the time ; and it is interestiug to hear him explain why he does so. But I tell you
that any man born and raised in tho South who acts with the republicans has a hard

road before him.
Question. Does not that arise from the conviction that such a course is an abandon-

ment of a conquered people in the hour of their distress ?

Answer. I think in a great measure it is attributable to that; I think that is the

view of the southern people ; and knowing this, I have borne things which I never

could have borne otherwise. I will say that for some time after the war closed I vras

as bitter as any of them.
Question. I suppose the people of the South are like all other people ;

they can believe

in tho sincerity of the motives witli which men turn from the stronger side to the

weaker ; but when the change is connected with some personal gain or advantage it

is very hard for them to believe it sincere 1

Ansu-er. I have no doubt about that. It is remarkable how much the southern peo-

ple do misunderstand a great many of the northern people. I understand them now
because I have got over my former feelings ; but before 1 became cool I rated a north-

ern man very low ; and any southern man who would take part with him I would rate

tho same way, or, if anything, a little worse. I think the mass of the southern people

arc in that condition yet. • t,t i i

Question. You assume that you are the cool man, and that everybody else is blinded

by passion ?

Answo: Of course I do ; I think I am right in the assumption.

Question. You are like the one juryman who complained of the obstinacy ol his

eleven fellow-jurymen?
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Ansu-er. I may be that v:ny. It hardly entcifl tLe beads of the southern people that

the northern view of this question may be conscientiously entertained.

Question. Do you think that putting all the talent and ability of the South under
political disabilities is an outrage on your section ?

Ansu-c)-. I did think so; and I will not say that I justify it no\Y. On the contrary, I

think the republicans committed a great mistake in adopting that measure. It is my
opinion that they were the losers by it. I am satisiied of that fact. I know that the

imposition of disabilities has been largely used to the disadvantage of the rei)ublican

party. I was one of those disabled.

QncsVKj»i. You have had your disabilities removed ?

Answer. Not by my request ; and it was done a long time after I was a republican.

Question. You were understood to be on their side before you were relieved ?

Anfiwcr. Yes, sir ; that is true ; Ijut I want this understood : Several of my republi-

can fi-ieuds proposed to mo to apply for, or request, a removal of luy disabilities, but I

decliued to do so. I was determined that, if I went to my grave with the disabilities

on me, it would not swerve me from following those convictions which I knew, through
great tribulation, tended to the best interests of the country.

Question. Peoj)le arc not supposed to be operated ui)on altogether by that which
applies persouallj' to themselves; but a patriotic citizen of your State who sees an
overbearing conqueror forbidding the people to use the best talent in the State for

their government, and who unites himself with the party which does that thing,

which i)laces these disabilities upon his State, can hardly expect that his coiu-so will

be readily appreciated by his fellow-citizrcns "1

Answer. I went to the republicans with my disabilities on me.
Qiicsliou. And that party placed those disabilities upon you and your i)Cople, and

refuses to relieve them ?

Answer. Well, it is irritating. My opinion is that anything the republicans do which
can bo used by the able men we have down South, on the democratic side, to keep up
excitement and passion, helps the democrats and hurts Wic republicans. If the south-
ern iieople could become cool—if these irritating inlluences could be removed—I think
there would bo a decided change ; and I want to see such a change.

Question. The trouble is that the republican party does not want to encounter here
in Congress the ablest men of the South ?

Answer. I reckon that is not the cause ; for those men can do more against the repub-
lican party down thercs than they c(mld do here. The democrats have as able men
who are not under disfranchisement as any who are disqualified in that way.

Tbis testimony reveals the sentiments of tlie very large body of

southern men who yet stand where Judge Eice stood at the close of the
war, and at the same tiiiie the unrelenting ostracism that is sure to fol-

low anj^ opposition to those who entertain them.
In addition to these feelings it is to be remembered many of them

avow their fixed belief that the co-operation of the two races in the same
government is impossible. The following is from the testimony of W.
1). Simpson, a prominent lawyer of Laurens County, South Carolina,

(page lolG
:)

Question. Your own idea is that, if llic nigro was ignorant and the whites were iu-

tclligont, the two races were incompatible in one government ?

Answer, Yes, sir; I do honestly believe the solution of tLis difficulty is the sejiaration

of the two races. The two races ought to be se))araled ; that is my view. Either ouo
or the oihcr ought to be colonized. I tell you, as a citizen of South Carolina, 1 would
rather lie moved to-day by the General Co\ernment beyond the ^Mississippi, if they
would ])ay mo for my liouse, make a new State, and let the negro take this, or movo
the negro—one or the othei-. I think it is a lallacy, this ellbrt to carry on government
l)y these two races so widely distinct. It is a fallacy, and the sooner the American jico-

plo lind it out the better.

By Mr. VaxTkumi':
Question. Do you not think that the republicans all over the United States, and es-

pecially thoHO in power at Washiugiou, ought to have come to that conclusion by this
time i

Answer. Y(!S, sir. If these; negroes were removed it would create a vacuum and tem-
porarily destroy our agricultur(\

Question. How long lias the experiment been tried ?

Answer. Since Ir'O.-i, and it grows worse from year. to year.
Question. Anybody who will come down here and stay through or.c election, or visit
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the legislature, ouglat to be couvinced that it i>s a total impossibility to carry on a gov-
ernment by the two races ?

Ansiocr. Yes, sir ; totally.

By the Chairman :

Quesiion. Do you not think that anybody coming here would be equally convinced
that if the question were left to the white men, they would quickly disfranchise the
negro and drive him out, and get rid of the General Government too ?

Answer. I do not think there is any disi^osition to get rid of the General Governnrent.
We tried it once.

Question. Bat if the opportunity offered ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; we tried that once. We will go if they will let us go in peace. Wo
believed, in the days of secession, that rather than have this constant collision at
Washington between the two sections, we could get along better without it, and estab-
lish a government of our own. I believe that still, but I would not be willing to embark
in another revolution. We have had enough of war. If they would give us justice at
Washington, I am perfectly satisfied ; if they remove our disabilities, and do not tax
us to keel) "^ i"

Quesiion. Yon still put the " if" in. •

Answer. Well, I say I do not want to engage in another revolution.

It will be observed that the objection to the negro is not founded upon
his want of intelligence, but that separation of the races is essential to

' peace and security in the State. Upon the same subject Ex-Governor
Parsons, of Alabama, (pages 87, 88,) ga^e his former conviction and views
of present duty, as follows

:

Question. The people there see that this class of persons who have been enfranchised
by act of Congress, affirmed by an amendment to the Constitution, are really unfitted
by their condition of life, their want of information and knowledge, to exercise those
franchises ?

Answer. They think all that.

Question. Do they not have good reason to think so ?

Answer. I think so ; I thought it was unwise to make the negroes voters, particularly
in mass. My own conviction was that, in a popular government where two races exist

who are so dilfereut, from any cause, that they can mingle in marriage and become
one, the exercise of political power must be confined to one or the other of those races,

if we wish to have i^eace and security ; that, when political power is placed in the
hands of races who cannot in that way become one, all history shows that the dividing
line is very apt to continue in such a marked way as to render it difficult to preserve
the peace and have anything like a systematic policy of government.

By Mr. V.vN Tkump :

Question. Now if you add to that clear, philosophical, political statement the fact, if it

is a fact, that the right of suffrage has been forced upon the people, would not that
tend still more to aggravation, forced upon them by some superior power like the
Federal Government ?

Answer. If, for instance, the people of Alabama had themselves conferred suffrage on
the negro, they would have had no right to complain, except of their folly in doing
so, ifthey found it did not work well. The fact that negro suffrage was made, by the

Government of tjie United States, a condition of political reconstruction has certainly

not tended to reconcile the people to that state of things.

Question. Would you net be better satisfied with the converse of the proposition : that

it has really provoked and iritated the i>eople?
Answer. My own judgment is that it has. But the thing has been done, and the

question is now. How shall we get along with it ? How it may be in other States I will

not undertake to say. But Avith reference to our own State, so far as I understand it,

we think that as it is settled that the negro is to be a voter, and is free, and free cer-

tainly by our own act, for in Alabama we indorsed his freedom in the conv^tion of

1865, which was a white man's convention, entirely based upon white man's sui&age,

no negro voting in the election, nor was he invited to vote
Question. We are not here to enter into an argument as to what would be the better

policy, but to find out the cause for the existing state of things in the country.

Answer. The negro was made a voter in Alab'ama against the consent and views of

what is best of the great body of the white people of the State. Now that he is made
a voter, the republican party wish to educate the negro as well as the white child, and'

fit him for the duties of his new position. As I understand it, the democratic party is

bitterly opposed, not only to the negro's voting, but to his education. There are some
reasons why they might oppose education on such a liberal basis of expenditure grow-

7 K K
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in<r out of onr poverty, which reasons are j)eciiliar to our present condition. But the

<>reat difference between the two parties, as I understand it, is this : The one proposes

tb educate the negro and make the best of his capacity, whatever it may bo ; the other

is not in favor of doing so.

We do not discuss this question. We point to the results of the

opinion in South Carolina in the fact that the negroes in the nine coun-

ties of that State in which Ku-Klux violences prevail to such an extent

as to call for the suspension of the i)rivilege of the writ of habeas corpus

in them are, according to the testimony of Judge Carpenter, much
more intelligent than iii any other part of the State, (p. 238.)

The fact that they are so when placed alongside the list of men mur-

dered and maltreated in these counties demonstrates that it requires

the strong arm of the Government to protect its citizens in the enjoy-

ment of their rights, to keep the peace and prevent this threatened,

rather.to stay this initiated, war of races until the experiment which it

has inaugurated and which many Southern men pronounce now, and
many more have sworn shall be made, a failure, can be determined in

peace.
The race so recently emancipated, against which banishment or serf-

dom is thus decreed, but which has been clothed by the Government
with the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, ought not to be, and
we feel assured will not be left hereafter without protection against the

hostilities and sulferings it has endured in the past, as long as the legal

and constitutional powers of the Government are adequate to afford it.

Communities suffering such evils and influenced by such extreme feel-

ings may be slow to learn that relief can come only from a ready obedi-

ence to and support of constituted authority, looking to the modes
provided by law for redress of all grievances. That Southern commu-
nities do not seem to yield this ready obedience at once should not deter

the friends of good government in both sections from hoping and work-
ing for that end.

Northern communities, exasperated by the delay and insubordination,

may be reminded that the elements of the two societies are widely dif-

ferent. Composed of those who, a few years since, ruled the State and
exacted obedience to their will from their slaves, and held absolute sway
over the votes of their white dependents, but who are now reduced in

influence and in wealth by the events of war ; of the poor white who
has found himself, as he supposes, degraded by the elevation of the
negro to ]iolitical equality with him, his vote before having been the
chief badge of his sujieriorit^^ ; of the negro, not only voting, but ruling

the State, in office with or over his forp^er master, or sti"uggling with
the evils of poverty in beginning life for himself after the best years of
his strength have been spent in the service of others—all these elements
beget feelings and result in disorders to which northern communities
are strangers.

The strong feeling which led to rebellion and sustained brave men,
however mistaken, in resisting the Government which demanded their

submission to its authority, the sincerity of Avhos(^ belief was attested
by their enormous sacrifice of life and treasure—this feeling cannot be
expected to subside at once, nor in years. It recpiired full forty years
to develop disaffection into sedition, and sedition into treason. Should
we not be i)atient if in less than ten we have a fair ])rosi)ect of seeing so
many who were armed en<>mies becoming obedient citizens "i Should we
not give all encouragement to those who manifest the disj)osition now to

become such, especially wlien it is api)arent, as it is, that in many sec-

tions well-disposed men were deterred by fear of the power of an armed
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and desperate conspiracy from aflording aid to tbe authorities iu enforcing
the law 1 But while we inv^oke this forbearance and conciliation, fully
recog-nizing that from far the largest part of the southern people a
reluctant obedience is all that is to be hoped for, let it be understood
that less than obedience the Government cannot accept. Obedient
citizens they cannot be considered who themselves, complaining of bad
laws, excuse or encourage the masked and armed mobs that override all

law. Brave and magnanimous enemies even they cannot be reckoned
who permit the remnants of rebellious feeling, the antagonisms of race,
or the bitterness of political partisanships to degraded the soldiers of
Lee and Johnston into the cowardly midnight prowlers and assassins
who scourge and kill the poor and defenseless.
Against all such crimes, as well as against incompetency and corruption

in office, the power of an intelligent pnl)lic sentiment and of the courts
of justice should be invoked and united; and appealing for i^atieuce
and forbearance in the North while time and these powers are doing
their work, we would also appeal to the good sense of Southern men, if

they sincerely desire to accomplish political reforms through a change
in the negro vote. If their theory is true that he votes solidly now with
the republican party, and is kept there by his ignorance and by decep-
tion, all that is necessary to keep him there is to keep up by their coun-
tenance the Ku-Klux organization.
Having the rights of a citizen and a voter, neither of those rights

can be abrogated by whipping him. If his political opinions are errone-
ous he will not take kindly to the opposite creed when its aj)ostles come
to inflict the scourge upon himself, and outrage upon his wife iind chil-

dren. If he is ignorant, he will not be educated by burning his school-

houses and exiling his teachers ; if he is wicked, he will not be made
better by banishing to Liberia his religious teachers. If the resuscita-

tion of the State is desired by his labor, neither v,ill be secured by a
]>ersecution which depopulates townships and prevents the introduction

of new labor and of capital.

The law of 1871 has been effective in suppressing for the present, to

a great extent, the operations of masked and disguised men in North
and South Carolina. Bills have also been found by grand juries in

Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, but comparatively few, if any, of the

defendants in the last-named States have yet been tried. The apparent
cessation of operations should not lead to a conclusion that community
would be safe if protective measures were withdrawn. These should

be continued until there remains no further doubt of the actual sup-

pression and disarming of this wide-spread and dangerous cons])iracy.

The results of suspending the writ of habeas corpus in South Carolina

show that where the membership, mysteries, and power of the organiza-

tion have been kept concealed this is the most and perhaps only effective

remedy for its suppression ; and in view of its cessation and resumption

of hostilities at different times, of its extent and power, and that in

several of the States where it exists the courts have not yet held terms

at which the cases can be tried, we recommend that the power conferred

on the President by the fourth section of that act be extended until the

end of the next session of Congress.
In view also of the large number of indictments found in the several

courts under this act which yet remain untried, and of the evident

encouragement derived from the belief that the present United States

courts cannot possibly reach and try them within any reasonable time,

we recommend such an increase Of the judiciary of the United States

by districts and circuits in the States shown to be affected by these dis-
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orders as, in the judgment of Congress, will secure speedy and certain

justice to be administered, and leave no hope of impunity to criminals

by the law's delay.

The continuance of disabilities is the only cause not yet considered.

No man under disabilities has avowed himself as either committing or

encouraging outrages for that reason, and no member of the organiza-

tion has justified their acts upon that ground. It is one of the pretexts

made by those who were willing to urge any plausible excuse for out-

rages which admit of none. But to remove alleged impediments to the

local government encountered by the existence of disabilities to hold

office, and being satisfied that there should be a general removal of

them, with proper conditions and exceptions, we recommend the passage
of a law for that purpose, agreeing in the recommendation made by the

President to exclude from its benefits " any great criminals distinguished

above all others for the part they took in opposition to the Government."
In this connection we wish to say that, as disregard of law has been

the evil so largely complained of and so widely extended in the late

insurrectionary States, no encouragement should be given to those who
have accepted office in defiance of the existence of these constitutional

disabilities, or elected to office men whom they knew to be excluded by
them.

JOHN SCOTT, Chairman.
Z. CHANDLER,
BENJ. F. EIOE,
JOHN POOL,
DANIEL D. PEATT,

On ilie part of the Senate.

LUKE P. POLAND, Chairman.
HORACE MAYNARD,
CILENNI W. SCOFIELD,
JOHN F. FARNSWORTH,
JOHN COBURN,
JOB E. STEVENSON,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,
WILLIAM E. LANSING,

,

On tJieimrt of the House of Representatives.
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EEPOET OF MR. STEVENSON, OF OHIO, FEOM THE SUB-
COMMITTEE ON DEBTS AND ELECTION LAWS OF THE
LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES, TO THE JOINT SELECT
COMMITTEE.

The snh-committee to ichom were referred the subjects of finance and electipn

laws, submit the following report:

We have eudeavored, from official documents and other autheutic
sources, to find the facts and fix their relations to disorders in the late

insurrectionary States. We have not confined our inquiries to tbe
answers of State officers, but have consulted intelligent citizens of both
parties, who have given us directions leading to official information.
We have examined reports of officers, and books and journals bearing
on finance, such as the American Almanac, Hunt's Year Book, Hunt's
Merchants' Magazine, De Bow's Review, The American Cycloptedia,
The Financial and Commercial Chronicle, The American Y^'ear Book,
Poor's Railroad Manual, the reports of the Commissioner of Agriculture,
The Census Report for 1860, and such advance sheets and tables as
the Superintendent of the Census the chief of the Bureau of Sta-

tistics, and the War Department, have furnished us; and we have, on
some i)oints, extended our examination to the records of Congress, and
other sources of information. State officials generally have been courteous
and attentive, and many have rendered us great service; but our inves-

tigation as to some States has been made more difficult by inattention

and neglect of State officers ; and in several States the inquiry ordered
by the committee has been resented as an infringement of State rights

and official dignity. Ex-Governor Bullock, of Georgia, sent a letter

more remarkable for argument against our proceedings, as a breach of

State rights, than for the facts furnished; and Governor Reed, of Flor-

ida, declined to answer at all, though he has forwarded to a member of

the sub-committee several of his messages. He protested against the

invasion of the rights of the State of Florida. Generally where our

inquiry has been resented, evaded, or ignored, we have discovered rea-

sons for concealment which convince us that officials are more concerned

about their own dignity than that of the State. In South Carolina, the

State treasurer has neglected all inquiries; the governor has answered
promptly, but sent us such contradictory statements that we can give

little weight to any.

In this, as in all inquiries for cause and effect, an important element

is the order of events, and we propose to show the condition of each

State at secession, at the surrender, at the inauguration of the recon-

structed State government, and at the present time. It has generally been
in^jjracticable to procure statements for dates not concurring with the

beginning of the fiscal year, and we have therefore taken authentic state-

ments for the nearest dates.

Tennessee having been re-admitted soon after the surrender, we make
but three periods as to her.

In comparing the assessed value of pfoperty in 1860andl865, we deduct

the assessed or estimated value of persons held in slavery, believing that

such property was fictitious, and that inhabitants are of more worth to a

State as freemen than they we^re as slaves. Their liberation did nor

destroy nor lessen their value,' but only changed the title and jiossession

JVom the master to the man, with advantage to the commonwealth.
In deducting the value of slaves from the assessed value of property,

we have taken the valuation as returned from the State, or, when none

was found, Ave have taken $350 as the average assessed value. We are
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aware that tbis sum is below tbe " true market vabie," but it is about
the rate at which they were estimated ou assessment for taxation.

VIRGINIA.
SUMMARY.

1860.

Debt $31,938,144 00

1865.

Olcldeht $41, 061, 316 "OO

Rebel debt 7,505,734 00

Total 48,567,040 00

Increase of old debt 9,123,172 00

Total increase 16,628,896 01

1870.

Old debt '. $45, 872, 778 00

Rebel debt rej^udiatcd.

Increase of old debt since 1865 4, 811,462 00

Increase from 1860 13,934,634 00

January, 1872.

Debt $45,480,542 21
Balance in treasury 1,800,000 00

Debt, less balance 43, 680, 542 21
Decrease since 1870 2, 192, 235 79

ASSETS.

I860 839,996,533 21
i8(i5 27,709,319 00

Loss 12,287,214 21

PROPERTY.

1860.

Assessed value i3;632, 203, 691 03
Slaves 236,323,500 00

Balance 395, 880, 191 05

1866.

Assessed vabie ^320, 580, 561 00
Loss since 18(50 311, 623, 130 05
Loss, less slaves 75, 299, 630 05
Total loss, iiicliuling debt and assets 340,539,240 27
Total, less slaves 104,205,720 .53

1870.

Assessed value §365, 439, 917 00
Increase since the war 44, 859, 356 00
Census valuation 409, 5ii8, 133 00
Increase 89,007,572 00

Value of agricultiiriil products since the war : Indian corn, wheat, ryo,
oats, barl(!y, huckwlieat, potatoes, tobacco, and liny, IHIJIi, 1867, 1868,
18()9, as per agricultural reports, and of all farm products for 1870, as
per ccnisus $245,930,116 «0

Estimated value of all products, 1871 50, 000, 000 00

Tot.al 295,930,116 00
Estimated value of cotton for 1865-'66 to 1808-'69 25, 000, 000 00

Total 320,930,116 00
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1860.

The debt of Virginia v. as coutracted before the war in aid of internal
improvements, and the increase is from interest accruing during and
since the war.

In 18G0 the debt was 831,938,144. and the State held in trust a literary
fund of 81,833,420 17. The assets were 839,996,533 21 ; 812,452,327 05
in bank and other productive stock, and 827,544,206 16 in unproductive
railroads and canals.

There was a balance in the sinking-fund of 8400,830 40.

The banks of the State had 816,005,156 capital, 82,943,652 coin, and
89, 812, 197 circulation.

There were 1,771 miles of railway, which cost 864,958,807.
The assessed value of property in that part of Virginia, now the

State, was 8632,203,091 05; 8236,323,500 in persons held as slaves;
8101,736,720 49 in other personal property, and 8294,143,470 56 in real

estate. Totty. valuation of property, e;s;cluding slaves, 8395,880,191 05.

The receipts for 1859 were 84,326,549 67; disbursements, 84,222,449 65;
disbursements for 1860, 84,147,917 92.

Expended for common schools in 1860, 8160,530 42; 56,743 "poor
children " had schooling for an average of twelve weeks, at a cost for

tuition of 82 96 each.

The taxation in 1860 was

—

state $2,228,875
County 488,091
Towns, city, &c 924,094

Total 3,641,060

1865.

In 1865 the old debt was 841,061,316; increase of old debt, 89,123,172,

and the debt contracted in the rebellion, 87,505,724. Total,

848,567,040. Total increase sinte 1860, 810,628,896. The bank stocks

and literary funds were gone. The banks were broken, the public im-

provements prostrated, the productive assets were lost, and the State

had 827,709,319 in unproductive stocks.

The value of property at the first assessment after the war was
8320,580,561. Loss in value of property, 8311,623,130 05. Loss, exclu-

sive of slaves, 875,209,630 05. Loss by increase of debt and reduction

of assets and loss of funds and balance in treasury, 828,906,090 48.

Total loss, exclusive of slaves, 8104,205,720 53.

1870.

The reconstructed State government was inaugurated in 1870. The
rebel debt had been repudiated. On Januarv 1st the old debt was
845,872,778. Increase since 1865, 84,811,462. Since 1860, 813,934,634;

The valuation of property in 1870 was 8365,439,917. Increase in valua-

tion of propertv since 1866, 844,859,356. The true value by the census

was 8409,588,133. Increase since 1866, 889,007,572. Value of agri-

cultural x)roducts, estimated, $50,000,000.
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1871.

On tbe Gth day of December, 1871, the debt was $45,480,542 21.

Decrease siuce 1870 of $392,235 79. The balance in treasnry, $1,800,000,

which, when applied, will reduce the debt to $43,080,542 21—a decrease,

siuce 1870, of $2,102,235 79.

The goveruor, in his message of December C, 1871, says:

There has been received from the Eichruond aud Daiivillo Eaih'oadCompauy $1,034,-

924 22, aud from the Richmond aud Pctersburgh Railroad Company $575,400, lu

State bouds, for the sale of the State stocks in those companies ; in all, $1,610,324 22,

which must be applied to tlio reduction of the State debt, and should be deducted

from the total liability of $47,090,860 43, which would reduce that amount to $45,480,-

542 21. Aud this sum will be further reduced certainly to the amount of $755,862, and
probably more within sixty days, by the sale, under an advertisement of the board of

and it is altogether probable that the second mortgage bond of $1,000,000 of the

Atlantic, Mississippi and Ohio Railroad Company, held by the State, and to be sold at

the same time, will further reduce the total debt to $40,724,680 21. By the sale of the

State's interest in the Orange, Alexandria aud Manassas Railroad Company, (that com-
pany having already accepted the law approved March 28, 1871,) amoiiuting, with
interest and dividends, claimed by the board of public works to be $1,573,248 74, the

total debt will be reduced to $39,151,431 47. But this sum is subject to further re-

ductions by amounts realized and to bo collected on the claim against Selden, Witiicrs

& Co., aud" the sale of other property and stocks held by the State.«* *.* « *' *

The treasurer reports the receipts from all sources the last fiscal year at $2,781,851 94,

aud the expenses for all purposes at $1,853,162 08—showing a balance of receipts

over expenses of $928,699 86.,*** * * * *

The treasurer reports a balance on hand the first instant, to the credit of the com-
monwealth, of $1,521,634 14, and this sum will pro))ably be increased to $1.800,000 ; and
if the past-due taxes from corporations should be paid in, this will be increased to

^2,000,000 ou the 1st of January, 1872.

Deduct from this balance $600,000 for interest, and apply the re-

mainder, $1,400,000, and the debt is reduced to $44,080,542 21. Deduct
available assets, stated by the governor, aud the debt will be further

reduced to $37,751,431 47 ; subject to further deductions from claims to

be collected.

The cost of conducting the State government for the year ending
1869 was $1,819,034 87 ; for the year 1870, $1,505,650 68 ; taxes levied

in 1870 were

—

State $2,475,742-

County 841,090

Towns and cities 924,094

Total 4,240,926

The expenditures in 1871 for common schools were $353,188 08;
children of s(;hool age, 411,104; number taught, 128,288.

The governor says: ''The success of our school systcus, inaugurated
under tlie laws passed by the last legislature, lias surprised its warmest
friends."

These facts show that the present panic, wljich has caused the legis-

lature to pass over the governor's veto a resO'iition suspending the law
to fund the <l(0)t, is witliout good reason, and that there is no need for

Virginia to tainjjer with repudiation.

The following statenuMit from the city auditor, of the condition and
growth of the city of Uichmoud, is added as iiulicating what we may
ex]M'ct for the State wlieii her industries shall have been fully restored
and her natural resources developed :
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CITY DEBT.

February 1, 1861, six per cent, bonds §1, 987, 942 72*"

April 1, 1865, six per cent, bonds 1,910,442 72
February 1, 1868, six per cent, bonds 2,084,652 72
November 1, 1871, six per cent, bonds $2, 687, 698 05
November 2, 1871, eight per cent, bonds 250, 000 00

2, 937, 698 05

APPRAISEMENT OF PROPERTY.

Year.
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1671.

Debt and liabilities 3\.887, 464 45

Increase siuee 1808 10,078,019 45

ASSETS.

1860.

Balance in treasnrv 615, GDI GO
Assets .' 7,668,140 00

Trust funds 3.428,950 00

Total 11,712,781 00

1865.

Assets 300,000 00
Trust fund l»3,-250 00

Total 453,250 00

Loss 11,259,531 00

PROPERTY.

1860.

Assessed value 292,297,602 00
Slaves 115,870,650 00

Balance 176,426,952 00

1865.

First assessment 120,900,000 00
Loss 171,397,602 00
Total loss in debt, assets, and property 193, 325, 152 45
Loss, less slaves 55,526,952 00

Total loss, less slaves 77, 444, 502 45

1870.

Assessed value $130,378,622 00
Increase since war 9, 478, 622 00
Census valuation 260,757,244 00
Increase since Ayar 139, 857, 244 00

Estimated value of agricultural products since the war, (Indian corn,
wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, iiotatoes, tobacco, and hay,) for

1866, 1807, 18(;8, 1869, as per agricultural reports, and of all farm pro-
ducts for 1870, as per census $212, 207, 973

Estimated value of all products for 1871 57, 000, 000

Total 269,207,973
Estimated value of cotton for 1865-'66 to 1868-'69 40, 000, 000

Total 309,207,973

The debt of North Carolina was contracted before, during, and since
the war for internal improvements.

18C0.

In ISGO tlie debt was $0,120,505 ; continp:ent liabilities, $150,000, and
pro.spective liabilities, 84,«00,000; total, $13,078,505. Assets, $7,008,140.
School, literary, and sinking funds, $3,428,1)50. Balance in the treasu-
ry, $015,001 U>.

Property in the State was assessed at $202,207,002. Estimated value
of .slaves, $115,870,050. The banks had capital, $0,020,478; and coin,

$1,017,087 ; circulation, $5, 504, 047. There were 889 miles of rail\va.y,
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wliicli cost 816,709,793. The average 'espense of the government for
1858, 1859, and 1860 was $137 977. Taxes levied in 1860 were—

State $543,643
County ^55,417
Towns and cities 245. 672

Total 1,044,732

Expended for common schools by State and county, annually, .$240,000.
The number of white children of school age, in 18G0, was 186,1715 the
number at school, 108,938, for an average of four months.

1865.

In 1865 the old debt and liabilities were $16,398,500; prospective lia

bilities, $3,571,000 ; debt contracted in rebellion, 818,117,836 ; total debt
and liabilities, $38,087,336; increase, $24,108,831 ; assets, $300,000 ; trust
funds, $153,250; loss, $11,249,531. The bank capital was lost; the
banks owed $8,555,000, and were able to pay one-tenth. There were
984 miles of railway in bad condition.

The first assessment of property was $120,900,000. Loss in property,
exclusive of slaves, $55,526,902 ; loss of assets ajid trust funds, $11,249,-

531 ; increase of debt, 824,108,831 ; total loss since 1860, $90,885,264.

1868.

The reconstructed government was inaugurated in 1868.'

The rebel debt had been repudiated ; the recognized debt and liabili-

ties were $20,638,445 ;
prospective liabilities, 83,571,000 ; total, $24,209,-

445; increase since 1865, $4,239,945; increase since 1860, $10,230,000;
loss of assets, $11,249,531; total, $21,479,531.

1871.

At the end of the fiscal vear 1871 the debt and liabilities were

$34,887,464 45 ; increase siru-e 1868, $10,678,019 45. Part of this in-

crease is interest unpaid ; but it is mainly from aid to railroads granted

by the convention of 1868 and the legislature of 1868 and 1869. The
bonds were issued in October, 1868, and April, 1869.

The acts were generally approved and passed by votes of members
of both parties. The object was to extend and comjjlete a general rail-

road system, and the popular belief was that immigration and consequent

development would justify the improvement and secure the State against

loss. These expectations have been disappointed.

Immigration was checked and prevented. Part of the bonds were

sold at a sacrifice and the proceeds misapplied by the officers of the

companies. Among the men managing the railroads and converting

the proceeds were members of both political parties. Both parties have

condemned their conduct and joined in measures to punish them, to pre-

vent further loss, and retrieve what has been incurred. These measures

have resulted in the return to the State of $4,343,000, bonds, in prevent-

ing further transfer by companies, save as the roads are completed in

sections, and in the indictment of several of the men believed to be

most guilty of the frauds.

The probable loss to the State from railroad bonds issued since the

war is estimated at from 86,000,000 to $10,000,000, but it is understood

that some of the holders of these bonds, having purchased them at heavy

discount under circumstances which should have suggested inquiry,
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would cheerfully refund their claims on equitable terms. Taxes levied in

1870 were

—

State - 81,160,413

County 923,604

Towus and cities - 228, 351

Total 2,312,368

Expended for schools, $302,045 50. Number of children of school

aj^e, 340,507 ; at school, 49,303. The last valuation of the property in

State was, in 1870, assessed at $130,378,022. Increase since the war,

$9,478,022. The true value by census was $260,757,244. Increase

since 18G5,$139,857,244. In 1871 there were l,2G0mi]es of railway, which

cost 816,799,585. The agficultural productions for 1870 were valued at

$57,845,940. The returned and estimated value of agricultural produc-.

tious for the years since the war was for 1866 to 1869 inclusive, exclud-

ing cotton, rice, aud sugar, and total for 1870 and 1871, $269,207,973.

Estimated value of cotton for 1865 to 1870, $40,000,000. Total, $309,-

207,973.

The following schedule shows when the debt falls due :

Statement I—*S7iOMUH^ years of maturify of bonds not due, issued prior to May 20,1801,

and from and including the year 1860.

When due. Where payable.

1872.
1875.
1870.
1877.
1878.
1883.
1884.
1865.
1886.
1887.
1888.
1889.
1890.

Ealeigli ..

New York
....do ....

....do ....

....do ....

....do ....

....do ....

.:..do ....

....do ....

....do ....

....do ....

....do -.--

....do ....

Amounts.

$9, 500

26, 500
9,000
8,000

15, 000
977, 000
573, 000

1, 271, 500
717, 000

1,156,000
274, 500

1,195,300
1,655,900

When due. Where payable.

1891
1892
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
Educational
fu n d certif.

(indefinitely)

Total...

New York
....do .....

....do ....

....do ....

do ....

....do ....

....do ....

Ealeigh ...

Amounts.

$245, 000
453, 000
99, 000

800, 000
8, 984, 400

7, 257, 000

2, 417, 400

383, 045

28, 527, 045

The continued depression of values in North Carolina is attributed to

several causes : the condition of the State credit, which i^revents invest-

ment of capital from other States ; the want of those internal improve-
ments, which should have been made, and the disorders which have pre-

vailed in that State, beginning in 1867 and culminating in 1868-'69.

What may be expected when order shall have been restored may be
seen from the statement of the mayor of Wilmington, which shows the
condition of and growth of that city:

]\LvYOii's Office, Wilmington-, Nokth Carolina,
December 1, 1871. .

De.ui Sm: Your communication of the 28th ultimo is received.

I answer your questions as follows :

1. City debt b(!for(; the war \
Answer. Bonded debt January 1, 1801 §394, 700

Floating debt 51,700

Total 446,400

Of the above, §350,000 was created by appropriations to railroads, and $44,700 by
appropriations to public buildings.
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2. City debt after the war ?

Answer. Bonded debt $394,700
Floating debt 80,300

Total 475,000

3. City debt in 1868 ?

Answer. The whole debt, as near as ascertained, was $525, 000

The increase apjjarent in the statements " after the war" and " 1868 " is the accumu-
lated interest on the ftmded debt of 1861, which was not paid.

4. City debt now ?

Answer. The bonded debt, July 10 §400,700
Unfunded debt 78,582

Total 539,282

No new debt has been contracted except for actual improvements, in the fiie depart-

ment principally, which are worth now fully the amount of cost.

5. War debt repudiated ?

Answer. The amount was small. No means of ascertaining correctly.

6. Appraised value property, 1861 $2,223,000
Appraised value iwoperty, 1866 3, 136, 000
Appraised value property, 1869 3, 510, 000

This valuation alludes to real estate.

The personal property not taxed is of about the value of one million dollars.

The last valuation was in 1869, under which all real estate is now taxed. I estimate

the value, actual, for taxation now, at §4,000,000. All j)roperty belonging to the United
States, State of North Carolina, county, city, schools, charitable institutious, churches,

parsonages, Odd-Fellows, Masons, temperance societies, is exempt. This is worth not

much under one million dollars. Not less than 600 buildings have been erected since

1865, of small value in most cases, but some of them very lino.

It will give me pleasure to respond to any questions you may propound.

I inclose some city documents.
Yours, respectfully,

SILAS N. MARTIN,
Mayor.

Hon. Job E. Stevenson, M. C,
Washington, D. C.

TENNESSEE.
, sum:mary.

1860.

Belt.

Debt proper $3,894,606 66

LiabiUties for railroads, &c 16,211,000 00

Total 20,105,606 66

1866.

Debt and liabilities, (including bank bills, $1,500,000) S26, 777, 347 00

Increase since 1860 ^'^"^'H^ nn
Rebel debt, (estimated) 5,000,000 00

Total debt and liabilities 31,777,347 00

Total increase since 1860 11,6/1,740 o4

1872

Debt and liabilities
^^^'Sl^'f.^S «o

Increase since 1866, excluding rebel debt o, ^77, VZj oJ

ASSETS.

1860.

School and other trust funds
'• $3,292,717 00

1865.

Assets 300,000 00

Loss - 2-992,717 00
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rilOPERTY.

18G0. ,

Assessed value $382,495,200 00

Slaves, (estimated) 96,501,050 00

Balance 285,993,550 00

1866.

Assessed value $221,387,030 00
Loss since 1860 161,:I08,170 00
Loss less slaves 64,606,520 00
Total loss, excluding slaves, in property, debt, and assets, including

$10,000,000, estimated depreciation in State liens on railroads 89, 270, 877 34

1870.

Assessed value '. 287,905,020 00

Gain since 1866 66,.517,990 00

Census valuation 497, 341, 851 00
Gain since 1866 275,954,821 00
Estimated value of agricu.ltural products since the war—Indian corn,

wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, iiotatoes, tobacco, and hay

—

1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, as per agricultural reports, and of all farm iiro-

ducts for 1870, as per census 304, 146, 940 00
Estimated value of all product^ for 1871 80,000, 000 00

Total 390,146,940 00
Estimated value cotton for 1865-'06 to 186S-'09 110, 000, 000 00

Total 500,146,940 00

The debt of Tennessee arose chiefly from State aid to internal im-
provements before and since the war.

1860.

At the end of the fiscal year 18G0 the debt proper was $3,804,G0G GG
;

the liabilities on bonds loaned and indorsed in aid of internal improve-
ments, $10,211,000. Total debt and liabilities, $20,105,000 GO. The
State held productive bonds and stocks, $3,292,717. School fund in

banks. Her liabilities were secured by stocks in and liens on roads.
There were 1,197 miles of railway, which cost $29,537,722. The biinks
had capital, $8,007,037, and 82,207,710 in specie. Property in the State
was valued at $382,495,200, including slaves, estimated at $90,501,050.
Value, exclusive of slaves, $285,993,550. Expended for common schools,
in 1859, $230,430 27, 79 cents per scholar, to about 290,000 white chil-

dren of school age.

Taxes levied in 18G0 were: .

State ^4ji445,192 00
County 330,034 00
Towns and cities 317, 567 00

Total 1,09'J,793 00

1805.

At the close of the year 1805 the old debt and liabilities, inchuling
$1,500,000, bank-bills, lor which the State was pknlged, were '$20,777,347.
increase since 1800, $0,074,740 34. The debt contracted in rebellion
has not been furnish('<l us olhcially. Tlie secession convention began
l)y issuing $5,000,000 in bonds, and we understand that other debts may
have been incurred, but westatw the amount at $5,000,000. Total debt
and liabilities, $31,777,347. Increase since 1800, $11,071,740 34. The
assets the State reduced to about $300,000. /
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The railroads were iu bad coudition, burdened ^vith debt and unable
to pay principal or interest to the State. Property was assessed at

$221,387,030. Loss since 18G0, 8101,108,170. Loss, exclusive of slaves,

$04,600,520. Total loss by decrease iu value of property, exclusive of
slaves, and increase of debt since 1860, including estimated injury to
State liens on railroads, $10,000,000, 889,270,877 31.

1871.

The rebel debt having been repudiated and the State having extended
additional aid to railroads, the debt and liabilities were, on the 1st of
January, 1871, $38,310,961 40. Since theu the amount has been re-

duced by payments from railroad companies which have paid their debts
to the State in State securities, and the Comptroller, iu his report for

1871, makes the following ^xhibit showing the state of affairs January
1, 1872

SUMIVIARY.

Total railroad and turnpike indebtedness, •with interest estimated to

January 1, 1871 .' §31,300,417 14

State debt proper $4,083,991 26
Interested funded ou same 735, 553 00

4, 819, 544 20
Bonds indorsed by State t 2,172,000 00
Interest funded to January 1, 1871 25,000 00

38,316,961 49
Interest to January 1, 1872 1,878,028 02

40, 194, 9S9 42
Tennessee money outstanding 710, 000 00 ,

Warrants outstanding 752, 417 27

Loanaccount 206,000 CO
1,668,417 27

41, 863, 406 69

Less indorsed bonds that will hereafter pay interest 2, 172, 000 00

Interest for twelve months 130, 320 00

Bonds and coupons paid iu since last report 6, 873, 340 00

Interest for eighteen months on bonds paid in only 535, 590 00

Estimate for balance revenue due Januarv 1, 1872 1, 200, 000 00
10, 911, 250 00

30, 952, 156 69
10,990,565 76

19,961,590 93

This exhibit shows the debt and liabilities upon which the State pays

interest to be 830,952,150 69. If we add the amount due on bonds and
coupons of roads which i^ay

:

Bonds $2,172,000 00

Interest 130,320 00

Total 2,302,320 00

and deduct balance, $1,200,000, we have $32,054,476 69 ; increase of

debt and liabilit:ies, ex<iluding rebel debt, $5,277,129 69. If we deduct

bonds and interest which are" no burden on the State, because the rail-

road companies comply with their contracts, $2,302,320, and the esti-

mated value of the debts of other roads, $10,990,565 76, the balance of

debt and liabilities remaining is $19,661,590 93.

The increase of debt since the war was caused by granting aid to rail-

roads. This was thought necessary, and all parties united in it. Aid

was granted to a large amount to many companies, and it was charged
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that part of tlie fiincls were misappropriated. These eharges involved

officers of the roads, members of both political parties.

We have no evidence of the truth of the charges, or of any other

affecting the administration from 18GG to 18G9. There have been two
legislatures siuye tbo State government changed hands, and we un-
derstand there have been some investigations ordered into past trans-

actions, but no proofs of corruption have come to our knowledge. The
governor, in his last message, saj'S

:

DELINQUENT EAILROADS.

There remain but three of the deliuqnent railroads unsold.
The information yon have through the report of the .commissioners appointed to sell

the deliuqnent roads is all you desire on that subject. It will bo a gratifying result

when the State is entirely divorced from the railroad system. And, altliough the sales

will not realize all that was desired, and leaves a large debt to bo provided for, yet the in-

ternal-improvement system of Tennessee has added naillions to her wealth, and diifused

such energy and enterprise into every class of society that no intelligent man can
regret the jiolicy whicli inaugurated the system, notwithstanding a largo amount of
appropriations made since the war may have been improperly expended.
Commerce, trade, and maufacturcs have been promoted and multiplied, population

has largely increased, and the value of real estate enhanced over one hundred millions
of dollars.

The reduction of the debt has been effected under an act permitting
the railroad companies to x>ay their debts to the State in State bonds
and coupons.
The governor says :

" Bonds to over eight millions of dollars have been
retired and canceled, nearly all of which are bonds issued since the war.
Other roads have purchased, and are now purchasing, bonds with which
to cancel their liabilities to the State. " While the present administra-
tion does not produce the means to reduce the debt, it is entitled to the
credit of applying the resources of the State wisely.

The value of property is $287,905,020. Gain since the war, $66,517,990.
The governor estimates the true value of property over all exemptions is

not less than $300,000,000. The census valuation is $497,311,851. In-
crease since 1800, $275,951,821. It is admitted that assessments are in-

adequate, and this,with the low rate of taxation, prevents the State from
resuming the payment of interest on her bounded indebtedness.
The Comptroller says:

Our rate of taxation is wholly inadequate for any practical purpose. It would bo a
more commendable forecast that iirovided even enough for State expenses, but our
present laws do not even this.

First, we should have no exemptions except such as the constitution of the State
may designate. It is to the interest of every man within our borders to see our credit
restored, and this can bo accommodated by taxation alone. We have no other re-
Bources.

Illinois, with a debt not one fifth as large as ours, has a tax of 6|- mills on the hun-
dred dollars. In the State of Maine, two years ago, her tax was 15 mills; it is now 5
mills, with an addition of 2 mills for a sinking fund.
Indiana has a tax for current expenses—one for school purposes, one for sinking fund,

and one for interest account—all aggregating quadruple what ours is.

Many other States could be named whose debt is smaller, and whose revenue is

larger.

With a proper assessment in Tennessee our bonds would soon take position in price
with lliose of other States whoso laws look to the meeting of every obligation at
maturity, and our warrants when issued would mean payment at once."
For our purjtoso wo need a tax of at least 7r> cents, while $1 on the hundred would

do better. It lias to come to this finally, and the men who see what is needed and
apply the remedy are tlioso who, when the danger is passed, will bo applauded as
faithful to the duty committed to them.
Low taxes and g(;n(!ral exemptions do not bring capital or emigration into a State.

Some of the States mentioned hcretojore, who levy a much heavier tax thau wo do,
receive twenty-live emigrants to where wo receive one, Avhilo low taxes and exemption
have never yet started a manufacturing enterprise. Let us once get our finances
regulated and a system of free schools fostered and emigration will find us of its own
accord.
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But to malce valnatiou and taxation of all taxable property more uniform and just
VTG must make a radical change in our method cflistiuf.

In looking about for a different plan, it will be a source of consolation to feel that a
worse one could not be adopted. As a general proposition I may assert that our
assessors are incompetent. Three-fourths of them know nothing, and care less, about
the importance of the work, or the value of real estate. Mauy'are guilty of making
assessments in the interest of their districts. Duriug the la'st i'ou'r mouths I have
taken some trouble to i»quire into the working of our present method. In some 7t)
cases ascertained the property was assessed at less than one-third of its value.
A few instances only are given. The trustee of Green County informed mo that a

place of his was assessed at S:575 ; it was worth $1,500. His neighbor had a §6,000 fiirm,
on which he paid taxes at $1,600. So with other property in his couutv. In Wilson
County a place recently sold for $6,000 that has for years paid taxes at $1,G00. In
ilarshall County a $15,000 farm is assessed at $3,000, while in Rutherford one worth
$60,000 is assessed at $15,000,
The same disproportion exists in every county in the State, ex cept in towns and

cities where the wants of corporations have forced the employment of intelligent
iissessors.

By the United States marshal's books the real estate of Davidson County is set
down at over $22,000,000, while on our books it is only, iu round numbers, $8,000,000.
The present way of assessing is, in the broadest acceptation of the term, a perfect

farce. In more than one couuty I have been informed that the entire assessments w<is
made iu one day, at the couuty court-house, by cojiying from old lists.

Again he says

:

When once we get our property assessed at its value we need then two kinds of laws.
First to enforce the collection thereof. This cannot be done without the penalty sys-
tem. Our present plan is a voluntary system—voluntary because men pay or neglect
to pay—just as they choose.

In Sheiljy County some of the wealthiest men neither pay State, county, nor corpora-
tion taxes. Why? Because there is no law to compel them. There is a farce enacted
every year, to the infinite damage of tha State, called selling lands for State tax.
When sold what does it amount to ? Who ever knew in Tennessee a case of this

kind that stood the test of a judicial investigation? Therefore, these parties, well
kpowing that such sales convey no title, make no haste to pay, and, as a rule, never
do pay or redeem such lands sold for taxes and bid off in the name of the State.

Quite recently Shelby County sold lands for State and county taxes of over $100,000,
until the costs alone amounted to over $13,000. For this outlay the State will never
be reimbursed to the extent of one hundred dollars. In some localities this system of

swindling has been reduced to a science. For example, they will take a tract of land
of forty acres and lay it oft' into perhaps eightj^ beautiful-sized lots, aud sell it iu that
way. In this way the collector adds materially to his own fees, as well as to the
printer's and clerk's and sheriff's. It is a gift enterprise equal to anything that ever
origiuated at Washington or elsewhere, and calls for most stringent legislation.

An inspection of these tax-sales and of the delinquent tax-payers of each county will

show that of the whole number almost 90 per cent, are men of means, who could pay,
but who do not. This assertion will be corroborated by the personal knowledge of

each member of your honorable body.
Secondly. Having once got our property properly assessed and the taxes collected,

then comes one other trouble, namely, that of getting the taxes out of the hands of the

collectors.

That is not a humorous remark by any means. The list of defaulting and delinquent

tax collectors, amounting to $1,283,115 81, is a striking proof that severe laws are ne-

cessary to govern them. In many counties, on the tax of 1870, we have not received a

dollar, although collections have'been made. In some instances this money, which is

BO badly needed here, is held for jirivate speculation by collectors and their sureties.

Other collectors pay in nothing but Tennessee money. It is impossible for any one
to collect the taxes of a couuty without gettiug at least thirty-three per cent, of cur-

rency. Some collectors, I am informed, carry with them a convenient tool, who sells

Tennessee money to tax-payers, aud divides the profit. As the law now stands, we
cannot possibly get collectors to do their duty. In the couuty of Davidson men are

permitted to stand at the collector's door with Tennessee money in hand to sell to the

tax-pavers; we get but little currency from the Davidson County collector. The tax

collector for Shelby County has paid into the treasury $26,000 since June last, and out

of this sum he has paid $500 iu currency, the balance in Tennessee money. This is a

remarkable feat. This collector is one of the few whom it would be to the interest ol

the State to look after. There are others of the same type, equally as deserving, that

should be noticed. I will, however, mention only a few of the many. In iiedford

County the collector permits speculators in Tennessee money to cull froiii his t-as-

books the best citizens, and pay their taxes in Tennessee money ;
whereas, if the par-

8 K K
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ties paid their own taxes, tho State would receive a much larger proportion in United
States currency, so much needed at this time.

The county court clerk of Davidson, an honest man, pays 65 per cent, of moneys
collected in his office iu currency. The street brokers are so busily engaged elsewhere
that they do not have time to watch his doors, I suppose.

We need tho enactment of a law requiring every collector to forward a sworn state-

ment of (h(^ amount of Tennessee money received, and the name of the party who pays,

and the dates. This should bo done monthly, and his comn^jssions to be jiaid out of
the exact money collected.

I would also urge upon your honorable body the great importance of making each
connty pay the cost of its own crimhial prosecutions. This could be done for less than
half of what it costs the State, and place the responsibility of providing for this class of
claims where it properly belongs. Counties regard the State as a lit subject for all

kinds of swindles, and the attempt is every week nnblushingly made to effect them.
Judges and attorneys general rely upon clerks to make out and correct l)ills, and, as a
rule, certify without examination. If I allude to any one county in these remarks
more frcquentlj' than another it is simply because it affords a finer illustration of my
points.

Now, the claims of Shelby County alone, for bills of cost, jail fees, &g., would ex-

haust every dollar of United States currency wo will get this j'ear, if they were allowed
without examination; while lam satisfied that wereitthelawthateachcountyshould
pay her own costs, manyfrivolous prosecutions would never be brought, and her citizens

would hold the otiicials to a stricter regard of official duties.

As it is, the counties are a positive burden to the State, and the present method does
not, in any way, promote public morality, but, by openiug up such a vast tield for en-
terprising men of a bad sort, has the opposite tendency. When each county is forced
to foot the bills, my word for it, jiublic opinion will see that they are all small.

One other item of expense I beg to call the attention of your honorable body to.

Since October 1, 1869, the item of public printing alone has cost the State in excess of
$60,000. The wagon-loads of documents thrown about as waste-paper would indicate
that too much printing had probably been done. Having next to no income, it is pro-
per that our expenses should bo curtailed as much as possible.

Another leak that should be stopped is this thing called " indexing laud grants ;
" a

work that under some law passed some two years ago, and which, by oversight of your
honorable body, was not repealed, has already cost the State some |;7,36".5 10, and, as it

is still going on, calls for an immediate arrest. Dr. Gattinger is the fortunate recipient
of the State's liberality in this jjarticular, and has done his work well, no doubt, but
has been elegantly paid.

I ask of you gentlemen, a careful consideration of the facts embraced in the foregoing
report.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

ED. E. PENNEBAKER,
Comptroller of the Treasury, •

The.se statements of the Comptroller show a condition of thiujis which
certainly required remedy; whether any has been a])i)lied, we have not
been iiilorme«l. In 1870 there were 1,4*^0 miles of railway in operation.
The receipts for 18G0-'7O were $1,924,428 07; the disbursements,
$l,33o,o;;.0 22. Taxes levied in 1870 were':

State $.'il4,364

County 1 , :«)2, 83G
Towns and cities I, 022, 482

Total 2, 8:59, (582

Expended for common schools in the fiscal year 18G8-'G9, $753,795;
children ofstiliool age, 410,000; at school, 185,845.
The State does not now provide for common schools, the law having

be^n changed, and the burden thrown back on the counties, from which
we have no returns. The governoi-, iu his last message, says:

COMMOX SCHOOLS.

The la.«t general assembly, actuated by a commendablo desire to promote learning,
authorized tho several counties to establish and sni)port common .scliools.

And whether, a-s an original jjroposition, that system meets onr approbation, yet,
inasmuch us it has proven eminently successful in^he counties adopting it, it would,
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perhaps, be unwise to disturb it until a fair experiment demonstrates what changes, if

any, are necessary.
We cannot, if wo would, disguise the lamentable fact that there are a large number

of children in the State deprived of instruction iu the ordinary principles of au English
education.

Intelligence is a large element in the enterprise, prosperity, and happiness of every
community, and, so far as facilities can be aflbrded, the education of the people should
be aided and advanced; and if legislation can be devised by which the present system
could be more generally and eftectually tested, great good might result therefrom, and
future legislation, if need be, more iutelligeutly directed toward the perfection of this,
or the adoption of some other system, by which the educational necessities of the State
would be fully met.

This question will, of course, receive at your hands the careful consideration its great
importance demands.

The agricultural products of 1870 were valued at $SG,472,947. The
valuatioQ of real estate was $22.3,035,375. This iucluded towu and city
property, estimated at about $50,000,000, leaving for farming lands and
wild lands 8173,035,375, upon which the value of products is about 50
per cent. The taxes, State and county, were $1,817,200. The governor
estimates the value of taxable property at $300,000,000, and says:
Tennessee has all the natural elements necessary to make her the wealthiest among

the States of America.
She has room for millions more of population, and capital without limit could find a

rich return to its investraeut iu mining and manufacturing.

There are 1,520 miles of railway, which cost $50,841,781, and mileage
in construction will increase the total to 2,057 miles.

The agricultural productions siuoe the war were valued and estimated,
excluding cotton and sugar, for 1866 to 1869, and including all for
1870 and 1871, at $390,146,940 00

The estimated value of cotton, from 1865 to 1870, was • 110,000,000 00

Total 500,146,940 00

SOUTH CAEOLi:ty A.

BUMMAKY.

1860.

Debt $4,046,540 16

Contingent liabilities, railroads 3,722,000 00
Contingent liabilities, banli bills 1, 258, 550 00
Prospective liabilities 3,000,000 00

Total 12,027,090 16

1865.

Old debt $5,058,414 10

Rebel debt 2,853,982 20

Contingent liabilities 4,980,550 00

Prospective liabilities 3,000,000 00

Total 15,892,946 30

1860 12,027,090 16

Increase 3, 865, 856 14

1868.

Debt $6,915,490 10

Contingent liabilities 4,980,550 00

Prospective liabilities 3,000,000 00

Total 14,896,040 10

Increase of old debt 1, 857, 076 00

Rebel debt repudiated 2,853,982 20

Decrease of total since 1805 996,906 20

Increase of old debt since 1860 2,868,949 94
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1871.

Debt $15,763,306 27

Coatingent liabilities 6,71-2,603 20

Total 22,430,914 47

lucrease since 1863 7, 534, 874 37

PROPERTY.

1860.

Assessed value of property $489,319,128 GO
Estimated value of slaves 211,203,000 00

Balance 273,116,123 00

1866.

Assessed value property $90,888,436 00
Loss 333,430,692 00

Loss, less slaves 177, 227, 692 00
Balance trust fund and assets lost 7, 151, 422 09
Increase of debt 3,365, 356 14

Total loss, less slaves 133, 244, 970 23

1370.

Assessed valuation property $133,913, 337 00
Increase since 1>66 ".

93, 024, 901 GO
Property by census 207, 642, 571 00
Gain since 1366 116, 7.o4, i:^ 00

Estimated value of agricultural products^ince the war : Indian com,
wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, and hay,

1366, 1367, 1303, 1369, as per agricultural reports, and of all farm pro-

ducts for 1370, aspercensus $99,113,624 00
Estimated value of all products, 1371 40, 000, 000 00

Total 139,113,624 00
Estimated value cotton for 1365-'66 to 1863-'69 100, 000, 000 00

Total 239,113,624 00

We have received conflictinjj statements from South Carolina, but we
believe the following outline will furnish facts sufiQcient for the purposes
of this inquiry, and the papers we submit will enable all to form opin-

ions for themselves.

1360.

In 1860, South Carolina had a direct debt, contracted chiefly for banks,
railroads, relief of Charleston, and a State-house, of .$4, 046, ,'S40 16

Contingent liabilities for railroads 3, 722, 000 00
For bank bills 1,253,550 00
Total contingent and prospective liabilities for further aid to the Blue
Kidge Kaiiroad, in stock 1,000,000 00

In bonds to be indorsed 2, 000, 000 00

Total debt and liabilities, contingent and prospective 12, 027, 090 16

The balance in the treasury was $100,000 00
The State held United States suqilus fund 1 , 051 , 422 09
Bank and railroad stocks valued at 6, 000, 000 00

Total assets and funds 7,151,422 09
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The continirent liabilities on railroad bonds v^ere eecnxed by liens on the
roads. The bank of South Carolioa yielded the State annually $350,000

In November, 18G0, the banks had, capital l! 14, 952j487
Undivided profit 2,013,109
Specie 2,324,121
Circulation 11, 475, 634
There were 987 miles of railway, which cost 22, 385, 287
The property in the State was assessed at , 4'^9, 319, 128
Slaves estimated at 211,203,000
Assessed value of property, exclusive of slaves 278, IIG, 128

The taxes for 1859 were upon 393,305 slaves, 95 cents each $373, 639 00
On 3,225 free negroes, $2 75 each 8,868 00
On sales of merchandise 50,291 00
On iaculties, professions, &c 13, 980 00
On bank and other stocks 44, 501 00
On insurance premiums 5, 809 00
On town lots 52, 126 21
On 17,603,533 acres of land, valued at 810,227,241, 58 cents per acre, 82, 840 00
Tax per acre under 5 mills, (some minor items) 3, 470 79

Total.... 635,525 00

The appropriations for free schools, in 1859, was 874,000.

The taxes levied in ISGO, were

—

State $518,799 00

Counties 55,506 00

Towns and cities 706,081 00

Total - 1,270,386 00

18G5.

In 1865 the old debt was 85,058,414 10 5 debt contracted in rebellion,

$2,853,982 20 ; the contingent liabilities, 84,930,550 ; the prospective

liabilities, $3,000,000. Total del)t and liabihties, $15,892,940 30. In-

crease since 18G0, $3,865,856 14. The treasury was empty. The loss oY

balance, $100,000; of surplus revenue, $1,051,422 09; of bank stock

and other assets, $6,000,000. Total, $7,151,422 09. Annual income

from bank lost, $350,000. There were 1,007 miles of railway, much worn
and almost without rolling-stock. The assessment of property in 1866

was $90,888,436. Loss in value of property since ISUO, $187,227,692.

Total loss since 1860, exclusive of slaves, $188,244,970 23.

1868.

The reconstructed government was inaugurated in 1868. The rebel

debt had been repudiated. The recognized bonded and floating debt

was $6,915,490 10; the contingent liabilities were $4,980,550 ;
prospect

live liabilities, $3,000,000. Total, $14,890,040 10. Increase since 1860,

$2,868,949 94.

1871.

The debt proper in 1871 is controverted. The documents before

us tend to establish that the amount outstanding on the 20th day of

December, 1871, was $15,768,306 27. This includes $3,773,000 bonds

held as collateral for a floating debt, alleged to be about $900,000. The

old bonded debt outstanding in 1868 was $6,454,306 27. Bonds have

since been issued and delivered to the financial agent amountmg to

$9,514,000. Total, $15,968,306 27. There are bonds held as smkmg
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fund $200,000, Tvliicli leaves bonds outstanding 815,708,306 27. This
includes $3,773,000 bonds held as collateral for the floating debt, esti-

mated at $900,000. It is claimed that these hypothecated bonds should
be deducted and the floating debt added, which would make the debt

$12,895,300 27. If the State were able to meet her obligations as they
mature, there could be no reasonable objection to this deduction, but it

is admitted that these bonds are pledged, on the street, in Xew York City

at 25 cents on the dollar, to secure a floating debt nearly equal to their

value at that rate; that the credit of the State is and has long been so

depressed as to place her bonds at the mercy of usurers ; that her Finan-

cial Agent has been accustomed, under authority of law, to pledge her
securities at such rates ; and that her bonds have been repeatedly sacri-

ficed for want of means to redeem them. Hence we include these hypo-
thecated bonds in our estimate of the debt.

There are bonds in the State treasury, known as "the sterling loan,"

amounting to 80,000,000; of these, $3,500,000 have been executed,

and $2,500,000 are unsigned. It is claimed that these bonds should be
added to the outstanding debt. If the officials who have them in charge
were men of acknowledged trustworthiness, such a claim would seem
absurd. Certainly no financier would ask that bonds of the United
States, printed but unsigned, or executed but unissued, in the vaults of

the Treasury of the United States, the property of the Government,
should be included in the national debt. But when ofQcers of a State
have concealed the truth and made false or grossly erroneous statements

;

when they have speculated on the expiring credit of the State, and
grown rich while she has become bankrupt ; when they are charged with
corruption ou probable proofs, and do not attempt, having opportunity,

tx) meet the charges, prudent men may question the safety of funds in

their hands. The risk is greater of executed than of unexecuted bonds,
as a single officer might use tlie one, while misapplication of the other
would require concert. If the $3,500,000 executed bonds were added,
the amount would be $19,208,306 27. If to this the $2,500,000 unexe-
auted were added, the total would be $21,708,306 27. Having presented
the facts and alternate results, w^e deem it due the State to say that,

however well grounded apprehensions as to unissued bonds may be, they
relate not to the past or the ])resent, but to the future ; not to the amount
of debt now, or on any day past, but to what it may become ; and be-

fore allowing such fears to control our judgment, even as to the future,

we should consider the efliect of recent and current events in South
Carolina.

The extent of injury done and of danger impending has been discov-
ered. Those officially responsible have been arraigned before the legis-

lature, and at the bar of public opinion. The movement for reform is so
strong as to bear with it some of those who have heretofore been con-
sidered obstacles to good government; and it is hoped that all in

authority will hereafter deal faithfully with their trusts, and that meas-
ures will be taken in South Carolina, as they have been in another place,

to secure this result. We do not include the "sterling loan" bonds,
because they are not outstanding against the State.
The contingent liabilities for railroads are $6,712,008 20 ; total debt

and liabilities, $22,480,914 47 ; $2,712,608 of the contingent liabilities

are well secured by first liens on roads ; $4,000,000 are in bonds in aid
of the Llue liidge Kailroad. These have not been sold, and if the com-
l)any consults its own interests, it will hold them until the credit of the
State shall have been restored.
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INCREASE OF DEBT.

It is clear and confessed that there have been issued since the recon-
structed government was inaugurated, bonds amounting to 80,514,000,
and that only 8-00,000 have been redeemed—leaving outstanding
89,314,000. The treasurer reports that 83,200,000 had been issued prior
to October 31, 1870, and the remainder between that date and October
31, 1871. Whether in the statement for October, 1870, he includes
bonds pledged as collateral, does not appear. There was a floating debt
of nearly 83,000,000 existing when the new government was inaugu-
rated, consisting of bills and claims against the State, and interest on
the debt. Acts \Tere passed August 26, 18GS, and February 17, 1809, to
pay these debts and relieve the treasury. These acts provided for

83^500,000 of bonds, 8i-',949,000 of which were delivered to the tiuancial

agent, and now form part of the debt. We have heard no complaint of
either of these measures. They were supported by men of both parties,

and acknowledged to be proper. There were outstanding,when the new
government came in, notes of the Bank of South Carolina, which the
State was bound to redeem, 81,258,550, with interest, and an act was
passed September 15, 18G8, for the redemption of these notes, under
which bonds were issued, 81,590,000, of which 81,259,000 are outstand-
ing, and 8331,000 are in the treasury. Members of both parties voted
for this measure, which appeared to be one of justice to public creditors;

but it is now alleged, and there is evidence before the joint committee
to sustain the charge, that notes had been purchased at nominal rates,

and were held in large quantities by State officers, members of the legis-

lature, and influential citizens of both parties, and that the act enabled
them to make a speculation on the credit of the State.

It has also been charged that the notes redeemed were not destroyed,

but the documents before us refute this charge.

The policy of those who controlled South Carolina before the war
was to discourage small land-holders, mechanics, and tradesmen, and
keep the soil and the power in few hands ; this kept the masses landless

and poor, and dependent on land-holders, who were slave-owners.

An act was passed March 27, 1SG9, and amended March 1, 1870, to

establish a land commission, to purchase lands to be sold as homesteads.

Under these acts bonds were issued, and are outstanding, amounting to

$700,000, and 8547,329 85 have been expended, and 104,078 acres of

land have been purchased, at an average cost of 85 25 per acre, which

was probably below the intrinsic value, though above the market price

at which the same or better lands might have been obtained when these

were purchased. Part of the lauds have been divided among settlers,

and the market price of real estate has risen so that what the State

holds are valued at 81,000,000.

No complaint has reached us of the policy of these acts, and, if prop-

erly appHed, it would have been beneflcial to the people and profitable

to the State. But it is charged, and the documents before us and evi-

dence before the joint committee tend to estabhsh, that abuses

were practiced. Lands were purchased not adapted to the purpose,

fictitious prices charged the State, while owners received less and the

difl'erence was divided between the vendors and the officers or inter-

mediates. The names of public offlcers not connected with the commis-

sion, and of members of the legislature, appear in some sales. These

practices have deprived the people of benefits and the State of a source

of profit and prosperity, and brought the system into disrepute. The

governor recomyieuds that the commission be abolished and the lands



120 REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

sold. Those measures account for $3,400,329 <S5 of the bonded debt.

The additional iucrease lias not been explained except by the general

statement that bonds issued under the foregoing and sundry other acts,

and delivered to the tinancial agent, have been used as collateral in

raising money in New York City to meet the necessities of the State,

and to pay the debts already mentioned, on such terms as have cost the

State about three dollars in bonds for one in money. The governor, in

his special message of January 0, 1872, says:

In the fall of 1868 I visited New York city for tLo purpose of borrowing money on
tbo credit of the Stjite on coupon bonds, under the provisions of the acts of August 26,

1H68. I had the assistance of Mr. H. 11. Kimptou, United States Senator F. A. Sawyer,
and Mr. George S. Cameron. I called at several of the most prominent banking-houses
to effect the negotiation of the required loan, and they refused to advance any money
upon our State securities, for those securities had been already branded with the threat

of a speedy repudiation by the political opponents of the administration, wlio have
ever since howled the same cry against the State credit. As the persons who made
this threat controlled the ])res3 of the State, they were enabled to impress capitalists

abroad with the false idea of a speedy reaction that would soon place them again in

authority.

As the capitalists well knew that these persons, when in iiower in 1862, did repudiati^

their debt>s duo Northern creditors, their distrust of our bonds was very natural and
apparently well founded. It soon became evident to every man familiar with onv
financial standing in New York that, to negotiate the loan authorized, the questio!..

was not u'lint ivc would take for the homh, but what we could get for fltcni. After mucA
effort, and the most judicious management, I succeeded in borrowing money, through
Mr. Cameron, at the rate of four dollars in bonds for one dollars in currency, the bonds
being rated at 75 per cent, below their par value, or at 25 cents on the dollar. This
loan, however, Avas only effected at the extravagant rate of li per cent, per month, or

18 per cent, a year—a rate only demanded on the most doubtful paper, to cover what
18 deemed a great risk—for the money loaned.

Subsequent loaus were ell'ected at a higher valuation of the bonds, but at rates of
interest varying from 15 to 20 per cent., in addition to commissions necessarily to

be paid the linancial agent. If, then, .'$3,200,000 in money have cost the State $9,514,000
in bonds, it docs not, therefore, follow that the tinaucial board have criminally con-
spired against the. ei'edit of the State, and, still less, that any one member of the board
can justly be held up to public execration or stigmatized by au accusation of "high
crimes and misdemeanors" for the assumed results of its action. It is proper that I

should add that the armed violence which has prevailed in this State for the past
three years has had npou our bonds the same eflect as actual war, in lessening their
purchasing-value, as nsoncy is dearer in war than in peace. Ku-Kluxism made capital-

ists shrink from touching the bonds of this State, as a man would shrink from touching
a pestilenlial body.
Those who complain of the low jirice at which our bonds have sold in the markets of

the coundy, aiul that it has cost nine millions of bonds to buy less than three and a
half mill ions of dollars in currency, have only to examine the testimony being developed
before the United States court, now in session in the eapitol of the State, to iind au
easy solution for every linancial evil that has aiHicted the people.

This may explainthe increase of debt, and it is probable that money
could not liave been otherwise i)rocured. Yet we cannot agree that it

was proper to submit to such disastrous and degrading terms continu-
ally for three years. Had the credit of the State been unsullied up to
18GS, it might have been expedient to make light loans on almost any
conditions to preserve her good name, or a great emergency might have
Justilied such terms temporarily for limited amounts, but lor n State to

go u])on tlie "street" as a mendicant borrower and remain there buf-

lettnl i'roin broker to broker I'or three years, raising money to pay old
and dishonored debts at a cost of three dollars in renewed obligations
for every (h)llar i)aid, seems to us indefensible. It is not justiiled by
showing that it was legal, nor by the iact that citizens of the State con-
spired to (lestroy her credit in order to nndermino the government. A
l)ublic f)lii('er should take such a (;ourse only on legal compulsion or to
preserve the existence of a State, and there was no such necessity in

this case, which was mainly that of borrowing money to pay old debts
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and damaging the credit of the State and weakening the government
by every loan. It would have been better to have levied increased taxes
to meet actual necessities. But taxation seems to have been avoided
as if to conciliate, and that levied was hardly sufficient to pay the
ordinary expenses of the State economically administered.
The following statement from the message of the governor for 1871

shows the amonut assessed and collected since reconstruction, the
amount in arrears, with the appropriations and deficiencies.

TAX LEVY, TAXES COLLECTED, AND DELINQUENT TAXES.

Miiny and extravagant statements have been made regarding the assessment and
collection of taxes, and those not lamiluir with the actuaffacts, when compared with
collection of revenue for the same purposes in other States, are doubtless frequently leil

to believe that taxation is extravagant and unusual. I undertake to say that not a
State in the Union has collected less tax in the same length of time in proportion to its

population and resources. The following is a correct exhibit of the appropriation of
moneys, the levy of tax, collection of revenue per annum, and the delinquent list for
the years 1868, 1869, and 1870

:

Statement of a)7iount of taxes levied, amount collected, and apjn-opriations made, duriiin yeari,

1868, 1869, and 1870.

Total taxation for 1868 (rate of taxation, State, 7^ mills). $1, 338, 742 19
Total amount collected '. 1,163,053 28

Delinquent $175,688 91
Total appro])riati()ns for the year 1868, exclusive of inter-

est on public debt, for which no appropriation was
made 817,968 28

Total taxation for 1869 (rate, State, 5 mills) $1, 014, 901 83
Total amount collected 766, 736 08

Delinquent 248,165 7i»

Total ajsjiropriations for the year 1869, including interest
on iniblic debt 1,191,805 09

Total taxation for 1870 (State, 9 mills) $1, 670, 063 m
Total amount collected 1, 146, 037 06

Delinquent 524,026 60
Total ajjpropriations for the year 1870 1, 604, 053 54

Total delinquent taxes , 947,881 26
Twenty jjer cent, penalty 189, .576 25

Tc/tal 1,137,457 51

If the taxes, as shown in the foregoing statement, had been paid, as they should have
been, it would have saved the State at least two millions and a half of bonded debt.

The sums collected are not much larger than those expended before

the war, and if expenses had been kei)t within receipts there would
have been little ground of complaint. The arrears, if paid, would en-

able the State to redeem the hypothecated bonds and save $3,773,000.

Eesistance to the government by the conspiracy known as the Ku-
Klux Klan, repeatedly breaking out into open rebellion, has required

heavy expenditures. The increased expenses of the public schools and
of the elections, and, generally, of a government representing the whole

people, would have justified moderate increase, and that occurring nnder

an honest, economical government would have justified taxation.
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CORRUPTION.

It is generally admitted tliat the legislature lias been extravagant,

and bas made unnecessary and, in some cases, corrupt appropriations,

some of wbicb bave been vetoed by tlie governor and defeated, and
otbers passed over bis veto. And wbere extraordinary expenses were
necessary for tbe safety of tbe State, as to supply arms and ammunition
to suppress violence, advantage bas been taken by individuals to secure

exorbitant gains.

Even tbe recent in vestigation by a joint committee of tb.e legislature to

detect corruption is followed by cbarges, sustained by proofs, tbat mem-
bers of tbe committee, and men connected witb it, were more anxious to

make illegitimate prolits to tbemselves tban to perform tbeir duty. It is

cbarged, and in evidence, tbat tbere bas been corruption in tbe legis-

lature in connection witb acts conferring or extending corporate privi-

leges, and tbat bribery bas prevailed to sucb an extent tbat legislation

lias been controlled by a band composed of members of botb political

parties and of botb colors, commonly called tbe " forty tbieves," wbo
would not poirmit sucb measures to pass until tliey were satisfied. Tbis
legislation does not generally affect tbe State, but in several cases tbe

contingent liabilities were involved in extending aid to railroads, or

cbanging tbe terms of laws granting sucb aid. We bave beard no
complaint of tbis i)olicy, wdiicb was tbat establisbed before tbe war,

but it is claimed, and in evidence, tbat tbere was a speculation in the

stock of tbe Greenville and Columbia Eailroad similar to tbat in tbe

notes of tbe Bank of South Carolina. The form of security held by the
State for aid to the Blue Ilidge Railroad was changed, and the statutory

lien converted into a mortgage. This places the security in the first

instance in the control of the holders of the bonds guaranteed by the
State. Ordinarily it might be safer for a State to retain control of the
])roperty pledged to secure advances, but while the affairs of South Car-

olina are managed as at present it may be as well to let the creditors

control the security, they being answerable to the State for tbe value of

the property, and the State having the right and tbe legal remedy to

compel its application to the debt.

The worst feature of corruption in South Carolina is that members of

both parties and men of all classes are involved in it, and that public

abhorrence of corruption which is the safeguard of popular govern-
ment seems wanting or dormant. Even the old aristocratic class, to

whom we bad been taught to attribute sentiments of chivalrie honor,
have not scrupled to bribe officials. In the operations of the land
commission, the vendors were generally old citizens of the planting
class, who held more land than they could utilize, and the frauds com-
mitted in the sale of their lands were with their consent and to their

advantage by bribery of the officers by the land-holders. On this sub-
ject the governor, in his special message of January 0, 1872, says, (see

pp. 20 and 21
:)

Many of thn y)nrcliase.s of land having been sevoroly criticised, and }]jravo charj^cs of
irrc<^nlariti('.s ill (lie administration of tlio oHico of land coiiinii.ssioncr bciiii^ current,
I applied, in tlio month of May, l.-iTO, to an eminent lawyer of this city, Colonel J. D.
Pope, to initiate legal proceedings for the puri)o,se of bringing tho alleged IVandiilcnt
transactions of tho land coinmissioncr under review in tho courts. Colonel Popo
stated, in a written opinion, which he furnished me, (hat after a thorough investiga-
tion of the law, and tho i'acts in tho premises, ho was satislied that great irregularities

had been practiced to the injury of (he .Stat(>, but that the necessary legal i)roofs of
tlio nialfeasaJico alleged could bo furnished only by those who sold the lands, and by
others interested in elfecting such sales, and who prolited by them, and they were not
likely to app.ear as witnesses and crimiuato themselves.
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General M. C. Butler, who was the democratic candidate for lieutenant
governor in 1870, a native of the State, was a major general of the rebel
army, a large planter, a lawyer, and a leading citizen of high standing,
stated under oath before the sub-committee, sitting in South Carolina,
that if he had laud to sell and could sell it by buying a State senator
for $500' he would do so.

Dr. E. M. Smith, of Spartanburgh County, an old citizen, democratic
member of the legislature, testified before the said sub-committee that
he could see no wrong in bribing a public officer, and compared the
transaction to the X)urcbase of a mule. In the tax-})ayera' convention,
held at Columbia, South Carolina, Mr. F. F. Warley, of Darlington
County, an old citizen of high standing, spoke as follows:

< As I said on yesterday, public frauds would not exist were it not for private individ-
uals -who act the part of corruptorst Were none of these engaged in bribing members
of the legislature, we would Lear notliiug of such frauds as the one I have endeavored
to expose.
Mr. President, one prominent feature iu this transaction is the part which native

Carolinians have played in it; and it is to this featui-e that I ask to be allowed to
address myself in closing. I say, sir, and I say it in sorrow, that some of our own
household, men who the State iu the past has delighted to honor, but whose honors
have been withered by the atmosphere of corruption that they breathe, are involved in
this swindle. I cannot conceive how these men, thoroughly acquainted as they are
with the negro character, and with the circumstances which, up to a recent date, sur-
rounded the negroes then in slavery—knowing, as they well know, that iu mature man-
hood tbe negro is mentally a child, and that morally he never passes the stature of
infancy, could reconcile it to themselves to appi'oach them, when by force of law they
were suddenly raised to political power, and by appealing to their cupidity and ava-
rice make them their instruments to eftect the robbery of their impoverished white
brethren. The highwayman spares the idiot, the pirate has mercy on the fool, but
these, our own people, use idiot and fool alike to consummate their schemes of spolia-

tion and plunder. A legislature, composed chiefly of our former slaves, has been bribed
by these men—to do what? To give them the privilege, by law, of plundering the
property-holders of the State, now almost bankrujtt by reason of the burden of taxa-
tion under which they labor.

It is difficult for citizens of other States to realize such prevalent cor-

ruption, afl'ecting all classes of society, bringing to the same level i)atriot

and rebel, white and black, the old citizen and the new. Probably one
cause contribitting to produce this result is the condition of civil war
which has prevailed iu the State, in which the power has been almost
exclusively in the hands of one class and the property in the hands of

the other. While open hostilities have not generally and continually

existed there has been mutual enmity more bitter than usually accom-

l)anies flagrant warfare. Hence, some of the men in office may have
regarded what was taken from the treasury as taken from the property-

holders, enemies of the Government, and therefore spoils of war; and,

on the other hand, some property-holders have come to consider what
they procure by bribery and corruption as a right of which they are

wrongfully deprived, and which they.are justified in recovering by any
means. Another cause seems to be the contempt which the old prop-

erty-holding class manifest and feel for freedmen and all who cooperate

with them politically. This gives to bribery of such persons, in the eyes

of the old native class, the semblance of the purchase of a slave. It is

hoped that these two causes will disappear when equality before the

law shall have been acknowledged and peace permanently restored.

VIOLENCE.

Having thus considered what we deem the chief points in the financial

history of South Carolina, we ask attention to the dates and some

facts in order to see how far, if at all, extravagance, mismanagement,

and corruption have affected the public peace and the enforcement of the

laws. The most casual reader of the foregoing statements will remem-
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ber that there was little or nothing known in the financial management
of the State of which complaint was or could have been made until after

October, 1870 ; the increase of the debt since that date was not pub-
licly known until October, 1871. In the tax-payers' convention in 1871,

the debt was reported to be as the governor had stated it. Yet the
fact is clearly shown by documents before us, oflBcial reports and the testi-

mony before the committee, that the conspiracy known as the Ku-Klux
Klan was in full existence in the spring and summer of ISGS, and active

and efficient in the presidential election of that year, controlling, by
intimidation and violence, about one-third of the State. It was in

operation before the new administrator had begun to receive taxes
or the burdens of government had been felt in any way. These dates
negative the allegation that financial mismanagement or corrnptioh
bred the Ku-Klux, and show that the conspiracy preceded as it contrib-

uted to cause the financial troubles. While there are, and have contin-

ually been, persons in the State, and in various parts of it, generally
believed to be corrupt and the authors of the monetary misfortunes of
the State, and State officers, commonly believed to be venal, have freely

traversed the State, yet no such person, official or unofficial, has, to our
knowledge, been molested by the Ku-Klux on account of his corrupt
conduct. It might have been supposed that the worst outlaws, though
organized for other ends, would have taken special pleasure in punish-
ing such offenders, if it were only to salve their own consciences and
the security enjoyed by bad men, while the humble, innocent, and
helpless have been outraged and assassinated, shows not only that to
X^unish or prevent corruption is no part of the object of the Ku-Klux,
but that they tolerate those who rob the State. This may be be-

cause among the robbers are members of both political parties,
including some who direct and others who control and might easily
suppress the Klan, and if the Ku-Klux were to ])unish corruption im-
partally they would strike men in sympathy with themselves, even their
own members. Another reason for the indulgence of public robbers bj'"

Ku-KUix is, that the doings of both tend to the same result—the over-
throw of the State government. The one assaults while the other under-
mines. It is a branch of Ku-Klux operations to defraud the United
States by covering and protecting illicit manufactures of si)irits and
tobacco, and they could scarcely- keep up such practices and i)reserve
a high moral tone. But if it were any part of their plan to correct
financial abuses the fact should appear iii evidence.
The documents and testimony are voluminous, containing " prescript"

"constitution," "by-laws," and "regulations" of several orders of Ku-
Klux, the confessions of members of Klaus in different localities, and
many accounts of their acts and words Avhile proceeding as Klaus, both
in councils and on raids, but it nowhere appears in print, manuscript,
word, or d(?ed that any ])art of their object is to deter or ])unish or
avenge corrui)tion, or that they take any cognizance of linaucial affairs.
We, tlicrcfore, conclude that the financial condition of South Carolina
cannot he. assigned as a cause or a provocation of the Ku-Klux Klan or
the bloody proceerliugs of that order. It is, however, pro])er to add
that the malfeasance and corruption of republican officials must hare
indirectly tended to turn society and the State over to violence by
bringing the State goveriunent, the party in power, and the, national
aulhorily into contempt, and by increasing the reluctance of well-dis-
posed Houth<'rn men to identify themselves with the republicau party,
or even to interfere against such an organization to i)rolect repub-
licans, and l)y giving lo tlu! oppoiu'nts of reconstruction on impartial
suffrage, argument and illustration against them, and it is equally evi-
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dent that the corruption, malpractice, and speculations of officials, tend-
ing to divert them from and weaken them in the performance of their
public duties, have opened the way for the prevalence of violence. It
is, therefore, clear that thus, indirectly, corruption and malfeasance have
promoted, though they have not caused nor provoked, the lawlessness
which has prevailed in South Carolina.

PROPERTY.

In 1870 the assessed value of property in the State was

—

Real estate $119,494,675
Persoual estate 04^ 418 p£2

Total 1S3, 9i;'>, 337
lucreasc since 1866 :

^ij-.^ Q24 901

The true value by the census was $207,642,571; gain since ISGG,
8116,754,135.

7
J J *= ,

There were 1,133 miles of railway, which had cost about 825,719,100.
The agricultural productions of the State for 1870 were valued at

$41,900,402, being 35 per cent, on assessed value of real estate.
Amount expended for education, $150,000 ; children of school age,

206,210 ; children at school, 66,050.

PRODUCTION.
The estimated value of all farm products except cotton, rice, and

sugar, for 1860, 1867, 1868, and 1869, and of all products for 1870 and
1871, was $139,113,624. Estimated value of cotton from 1865 to 1870
inclusive, $100,000,000. Total, $230,113,624.
We were instructed to extend our inquiries to the cities of Charleston

and New Orleans.
CHARLESTON.

The city debt of Charleston in January, 1S61, was $3, GSO, 245
In August, 1865 4, 715, 058
In August, 1868 5,187,244
In October, 1871 5,292,536

Increase from 1860 to 18G3 1,506,999
Increase from 1868 to 1871 105, 192

The value of real estate in 18G0was 25,690,000
In 1866 18,121,200
In 1871 18,652,585

Decrease from 1860 to 1868 7,568,800
Increase from 1866 to 1871 531, 385

GEORGIA.

SUMMARY.

1860.

Debt - $2,670,750 00

Liabilities, railroad 500,000 00

Total ?--- 3,170,750 00

1865.

Debt §5,706,500 00

Rebel debt 15,104,726 50

Total 20,811,226 50

Increase since 1860 17,640,476 50

Increase less rebel debt 2,535.750 00
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18G8.

Debt -_
$6,544,500 00

Increase siuco 1865 838, 000 00

Increase since IbCU -' 3, 873, 750 00

1872.

Debt $8,618,750 00

Increase since. 1863 2,074,250 00

Contiugeut liahilities, railroad 7, 083, 400 00

Prospective contingent liability forrailroads 22,916,600 00

Total contingent and prospective liabilities for railroads commenced.. 9,533,900 00

Total estimated coutiuyent and prospective liabilities for railroads 30, 000, 000 00

ASSETS.

1860.

Railroad, &c $7,565,720 54

18G5.

Railroad, «S:c $4,565,720 54

Loss, cbiclly on railroad, (damage) 3,000,000 00

PKOPERTY.

1860.

Assessed value $672,322,447 00

Slaves 302,694,855 00

Balance 369,627,592 00

1865.

Assessed value, (1866) $207,051,677 00

Loss since 1860 464,270,770 00

Lossless slaves 161,575,915 00

Total loss in debt and assets, excluding slaves 182, 716, 641 00

1871.

Estimated value $240,000,000 00

Increase since 1866 32,948,323 00

Census valuation 268,169,143 00

Increase since 1866 61, 117,466 00

Estimated value of agricultural products since the war—Indian corn,

wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, and hay

—

1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, as per agricultural reports, and of all farm
products for 1870, as per census $218,638,801 00

Estimated value all products, 1871 80,000,000 00

Total 298,638,801 00
Est iniated value cotton for 1865-'66 to 1868-'69 160, 000, 000 00

Total 458,638,801 00

1860.

At the close of the fiscal year 18G0, the debt of Georgia was
$2,()70,75(), contracted chiefly in constrncting railroads.

The State was pledged to further railroad subscription $500,000. Debt
and contigent liabilities, $,'{,170,750. The balance in the treasury was
$274,820 54, including $] 00,000 of the school fund in bank on interest.

There was bank stock pledged to education amounting to $290,000, and
yielding 10 ])er cent. i)er annum, and projx'rty in railroads which cost
$4,7il,5;52—the Western and Atlantic iJailroad, yielding the State
$450,000 i)cr annum. This road was valued at" about $7,000,000.
There were 1,420 miles of railway, which cost $29,057,742.
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The banks had $10,689,560 capital, $3,211,974 specie, and $8,798,100.
circulation.

The assessed value of property, in 18G0, was $672,322,447, as follows

:

Land ,ijlGl,7G4,9o5
Slaves 302, ()94, 855
City aud town property 35, 139, 415
Moiiey and solvent debts 107, 336, 258
Merchandise 15, 577, 193
S]iippin<^ and tonnage 943, 940
Stocks, manufactories, &c 4,034,252
Household and kitchen furniture 2, 374, 284
Other property not mentioned 42, 427, 295

Making a total of 672, 292, 447
The value of slaves 302,694,855

Valuation of the taxable property in 1860, exclusive of slaves 369, 597, 592

The school fund was $440,900 ; annual income $29,090 ; the appro-
priations for schools in 1859 were $150,000; white children of school
age, 117,670 ; number taught, 79,922 ; the State tax was 6J cents on
the $100.

The taxes levied in 1860 were

—

State $381,687
Counties 283, 365

Towns, cities, &c 132,833

Total 807,885

During the year ending October, 1860, the State expended $42,801 73

for arms.

1865.

In 1865 the old debt had increased to $5,706,500; the debt contracted

in rebellion, $15,104,726 50; total, $20,811,226 50; increase since 1860,

$17,640,476 50 ; damage to State railroads, $3,000,000 ; the assessed

value of taxable property, $207,051,677; loss since 1860, $464,270,770;

loss exclusive of slaves, $161,575,915; total loss of property, excluding

slaves and assets and increase of debt, since 1860, $182,716,641; the

total loss, including railroads, banks, and public buildings, estimated by

State authorities on basis of true valuation for 1860, was $786,254,876.

There were 1,420 miles of railway, the same as in 1860, in bad order.

The losses of the companies were estimated at $15,000,000. The banks
were broken, and their losses estimated at $30,000,000.

The population had decreased from 1,057,286, in 1860, to 869,201.

1868.

In 1868, when the reconstructed government was inaugurated, the

rebel debt had been repudiated, and the recognized debt was $6,544,500.

The following is the report of the treasurer, Mr. K L. Angler, of De-

cember 31, 1870

:
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Table C.—Consolidated siaicmoit of the jmhlic dcht of Hie State of Georgia on the 1st day

of January, 1871, showinr/ date of issue and 7naturitij of outstanding boyids, annual interest

on each issue, total interest due each year, and total annual j^oymcnis.

TTheu issned.

'—'3 S °

1849
1S52

1848 and 1849 ,

1849
1855
184S
1S44
1840
1641;
1842!
18421
1844 1

1858.
1859
18C0.
18C1 .

18CC.
1868.

and laCC

.

! and 1852

.

I and 1843

.

1 and 1848

.

Total debt.

18.-)9
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Goveruor Conley says that on December 2, 1871, roads bad complied
with and -nere entitled to indorsement and loans of bonds amounting,
Avhen the roads are completed, to $7,029,500. The governor says:

If aU roads building under the law December 2, 1871, be completed, the entire in-
dorsemcut will be $9,533,900.
Additional aid has been promised roads, a list of which is appended from the report

of the treasurer.

Xame of railroad. Amount of State aid.

Albany and Columbus Eailroad '.

§12,000 per mile.
Albany, Mobile and New Orleans Railroad 12, 000 do.
Americus and Florence Railroad 1-2, 000 do.
Americus and Hawkiusville Railroad 1-^. Oi )U do.
Americus and Isabella Railroad 12, 000 do.
Athens and Claji:on Railroad 15, 000 do.
Atlanta and Blue Ridcje Railroad 15, 000 do.
Atlanta and Lookout Railroad 15, 000 per 8 miles.
Augusta and Hart well Railroad 15, 000 x^er mile.
Camilla and Cuthbert Railroad 1-2. 000 do.
Chattahoochee Raih-oad '

1-2^ 000 do.
Columbus and Atlanta Air-Line Railroad 12, 000 do.
Dalton and Morgautou Railroad 15, 000 do.
Fort Valley and Hawkiusville Railroad 12, 000 do.
Georgia Seaboard and Northwestern Eailroad 12, 000 do.
Grand Trunk Raili-oad 12,000 do.
Great Southern Railroad _ 12,000 do.

Griffin, Monticello and Madison Railroad 15, OuO do.
Lookout Mountain Railroad 15, 000 do.

!Macon and Brunswick Railroad 3, 000 additional per mile.

Marietta, Canton and Ellijay Railroad 15, 000 ijer mile.

McDonongh Western Railroad 12, 000 do.

Memphis Branch Railroad. 15,000 do.

Newnan and Americus Railroad 12, 000 do.

Northand South Railroad 12,000 do.

North Georgia and North Carolina Railroad. 12, 000 do.

Ocmulgee and North Georgia Railroad 15, 000 do.

Polk Slate Quarry Raih-oad 15,000 do.

Savannah, Griffin and North Alabama Railroad 12, GOO do.

Saint Mary's and Western Railroad 15, 000 do.

The treasurer estimates the full amount of railroad liabilities in-

curred since reconstruction, including all the aid that ail the roads may
be entitled to if all are completed, at 830,000,000, and the length of lines

at 2,000 miles, -which Tvould make $22,910,000 prospective liabilities.

The State reserves the first lien, with power to seize and sell the

road on failure to pay interest or principal.

The aid is granted on completed sections of twenty miles, but in no
case to exceed one-half the actual cost of the road invested by the

company.
Governor Conley, in his letter of December 2, 1871, says:

4th. The contingent liability of the State is as indorser of the bonds of certain rail-

roads. This liability has been contracted since 1S08, and the State, by her legislation,

may be said to have adopted a general system of internal improvements by granting

the loan of her indorsement to railroachj m the course of constraction and after they

had built and equipped a certain number of miles. This indorsement of railroad

bonds isrestricted by article 3, section 6, paragraph 5, clause 3, of the constitution of the

State, viz: •' The general assembly shall pass no law making the State a stockholder

in any corporate company, nor shall the credit of the State be granted or loaned to aid

any company without a 'provision that the whole property of the company shall be

bound for the security of the State prior to any other debt or lien, except toTaborers

;

nor to any company in which there is not already an equal amount invested by private

persons
;

'nor for any other object than a work 'of public improvement." In aU in-

dorsements of bonds of raikoads by the State, the roads seeking the indorsement have

first placed themselves within this provision of the constitution, and in no case has

the indorsement of the State been granted for a greater amount than one-half tho

estimated cost per mile of tho road when completed and equipped.

9kk
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It is banlly possible from tlio data in the executive olBco to form anything like a
positive estimate of the value of the roads for which the State has indorsed, but it is

supposed they arc Avorth at least the full value for which the State is liable.

These acts were passed by votes of members of both political parties,

and the State is considered secure agaiust loss if the law be properly

enforced.

The terms on which indorsements are made are so stringent that the
Georgia Air-Line Company, which had begun to receive indorsed bonds,

and Avould have been entitled, as completed, to an amount equal to

$12,000 per mile, the first installment of bonds on twenty miles having
been completed, the company relinquishes its claim and cancels the

bonds received.

We find the following in the report of the superintendent of public

works for ] 871

:

GEORGIA AIIl-LINE.

Atlanta, Georcjia, October 16, 1871.

Dear Sir : Yonr letter of inquiry of this date received, and coutents noted, and I

have the pleasure of statiucj to you that iu the building and completion of the Atlanta
and Richmond Air-Line Railroad Ave will not want the indorsement of the State on our
bonds, having lifted, marked, aiul cancelled all that the State has indorsed for us,

amouuting to $240,000. The bouds are in my vault, subject to the order of the proper
authorities.

Very respectfully, yours,
ALFRED AUSTELL,

Vice President A. cf- E. A. L. B. B.
Colonel B. W. Frobel, Svperintcndent Pithlic Worlcs,

Governor Conley says these bonds are now in the treasury. The fol-

lowing table from the report of the superintendent of public works for

1871 shows that this road was needed, and that it has benefited the
property along its line.

GEORGIA AIRLINE.

Ag(/re(iatc value ofpro])erty in the counties through which the road jmsscs, and the increase

thereon during the past year.

Counties.



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONAEY STATES. 131

railroads, if the laws be observed. The largest risk which has been
taken is that on the Macon and Brunswick Eailroad,to which aid ]jas been
promised at the rate of 823,000 per mile, on lines 202 miles long, amount-
ing to 85,500,000.

The following extracts are made from the report of the company to
the superintendent of public works.

IVIACON AND BRUNSWICK.

To the superintendent of puhUc works, State of Georgia:

The aunexed report Las been prepared, in obedience to the joint resolution of the
legislature of Georgia, approved September 21, 18C8, and in conformity with vour cir-

cular, dated May 26, 1871.

GEORGE H. HAZLEHURST, President.

«

State of Georgia, Bibh County, ss

:

I, George II. Hazlehurst, president of the Macon and Brunswick Railroad Company,
depose and says that the statements made in the annexed report are true.and correct,
according to the best of my knowledge and belief.

TABLE A.—STOCK AXD DEBTS.

1. Amount of capital stock, as by charter, not to exceed ^5, 000, 000
2. Amount subscribed 3, 334, 118
3. Amount paid in by last report, (this is the first report made.)
4. Amount now jjaid in 3,334,118

INDOESED BONDS.

1. Act under which State aid by indorsement is au- ^ Act approved December , 1866.

thorized. { Act approved October 27, 1870.

2. Amount of said indorsement per mile $13,000
3. Number of miles completed and equipped under provisions of the acts.. 198
4. "Whole amount of bonds issued and indorsed under authority of the acts. . $8, .5.'')0, 000
5. Aggregate amount of interest payable on said bonds annually §178,500
6. Amount of interest now due and remaining unpaid None.
7. The amount; of interest paid by the State on these bonds None.

BONDED OK FUNDED DEBT.

Under authority of act granting "State aid," first mortgage indorsed hy the State.

1. Amount $2,550,090

2. Date of issue From 18G7 to 1870

3. Dat-e of payment 20 or 30 years after date.

4. Annual rate of interest Seven per cent.

5. Interest, when payable January and July, and May and November.
6. Interest, where payable At Macon and at New York.

7. Realized from sale of bonds in cash.

In payment for work and debts.

8. Average rate of discount at which the bonds were sold.

9. Amount of sinking-fund.

TABLE B.—COST OF CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT.

Total cost of road and equipment to January 1, 1871 $7,087,425 08

TABLE C— CILUiACTERLSTICS.

1. Length of the main line of road between termini, that is, from Macon
to Brunswick and Hawkinsville Branch 198 miles.

2. Length of road laid 193 miles.

3. Length of branches laid 4 miles.

4. Length ofdouble track laid 6 miles.

5. \\'(igLt of rail per yard on main track 50 pounds.

6. N amber of engine-houses and shops None.

7. Number of engines ^'\

8. Number of first-class passenger cars, (rated as eight-wheel cars) ^>

9. Number of second-class cars ^
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10. Xuniber of baggage, mail, and express cars

.

11. Number of Ixeight cars
3

170

TAULE E.—EXPENSES OF ilAINTArSIN'G ROADWAY AXD RE-VL ESTATE FOR THE YEAR
ENDING JA>"UARY 1, 1871.

Total §104,668 37

TABLE F.—COST OF REPAIRS OF MACHIXERY FOR THE YE-IR EXDESG JAXl'AJ^Y 1, 1871.

Total $87,639 12

TABLE G.—COST OF OPERATING THE ROAD FOR THE YE.Ul E>T>ING J.OCrAEY 1, 1671.

Total $101,363 36

EECAPTTULATIOX OF EXPENSES.

1. Maintaining road-way and real estate $104, 668 37

2. Eepairs of machinery 67, 689 12

3. Operating 101,363 36

Total 29.3,720 85

1. Whole number of persons employed by the company, 1S70, -^vas as follows, viz

:

Roadway—depot 429
Transportation 69
Machinery 80

2. Average number of persons employed during the year 578

A statement of the amount charged to construction during the year, with a distribu-

tion thereof among the several objects to which it was applied

:

Total amoimt charged $12G, 240 46

Applied to the following objects, viz

:

To equipment , §26, 375 76
To depot btiildings 6,572 06
To grading and trestles 78,006 47
To building telegraph line and completing wharf at Brunswick 15, 286 17

The gross earnings were -^28, 429 04
The expenses 293,720 85

Net revenue 134,708 19

The following- table from tbe report of tlie superinteudeDt of public
works sbows tbat tbe i)rojectiou of tbis road bas eubaneed property
aioug it.s Hue:

MACOX AXD ERIINSWICK r^XLROAD.

Table showing the aggregate talue of property in the counties through tchich the road passes.

Cotmtv. 1666.

Appling.
Coffee. ..

Bibb....
Glynn ..

Pnlaski .

Telfair ..

Twiggs .

Wayno..

$597, W9
478, 612

8. 443, 231
1, 524, 027
1, 724, 3H

412, et3
l,4ei.005

403, 324

1863.

$674, 476
513, 910

7, C49, 195
1,147. 4^2
1,482,090
301,443

1,303,761
SJS, 776

$550,601
433,503

7, 490, 700
992,206

1,410,130
364.656
928,457
274.695

$564, 003
474, 246

7, 275, 030
1,209,237
1, 464, 970
425,025
985,223
28-J, ItO

1870.

$658. 016
AOO. SCO

7, .=3^1. 339
1, GIO, 5.34

1, C2!?, 164

465, 450
1,047.611

305, 113

Total 15,004,455
1

13,564,033 1 12.445,173! 12,688,114 14, 054, 092
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It appears iiom the foregoing table that the increas* of taxable property during the
past year along the line of this road has been Sl.365.iJ78, and that the total increase
since the completion of the road is §1,608,914. In 1869 the average value of land in
these counties was $2 50 per acre

; in iSTO it was ^2 7Si—showing an increase of 38^
cents per acre for the entire landed property of the whole section'throngh which the
road passes, and an advance upon real estate of something over 15 per cent.

The following- is the statement of Poor's " Eailroacl Manual" for 1871

:

MACOX A:S"D BRUNSWICK EAILKOAD.

Line of Eoad.—Macon, Georgia, to Brunswick, Georgia 185 miles.
Branch line; Cochran, (39 miles south of Macon,) Georgia, to H.awkinsville,

Georgia 10 miles.

Total length of main and branch lines owned and operated 195 miles.

Sidings and other tracks, 5 miles. Gauge, 5 feet. Rail, .50 ijoundsto yard.
EoUing-stock.—Locomotive-engines. 15 ; cars, passenger, 10: baggage^ maU and ex-

press, 5; freight, (box, 90; and jjlatform, 90,) 160; total, 195.

Operations for the year ending December 31, 1870.—Trains run, 348,922 miles. Gross
earnings—passenger, $85,052 98 ; treight, .8.333^76 06 ; mail, 89,800—total, §428,429 04.

Operating expenses, .$2-80,366 16. Net revenue, §148,082 88 ; fiom which cost of new
work and equipments, §126,240 46, leaving §21,822 42.

Gatei-al balances.—Capital stock, common, §1,834,118 : preferred 7 per cent, §1,500,000

;

total, §3,334,118 ; funded debt—first mortgage State indorsed 7 per cent bonds, dated
(various) 1867-1870, interest January and July, and principal in 20 years, §1,950,000:
second mortgage 7 per cent bonds, dated 1869, interest April and October, and principal
in 20 years, §1,100,000 ; State indorsed 7 per cent bonds under the amended act dated
1870, interest May and November, and principal in 20 years, §600,000; equipment
bonds, §150,000—§3,800,000; fare-bills, §85,172; floating debt and amount due roads
and agents, §90,175 42. Per contra : Railroad and appurtenances, §6.422,615 67 ; equip-
ment, §539,956 49; telegraph, §16,233 53; real estate, §71,433 87 ; buildings, §37,175 52;
available assets and amounts due from roads and agents, §217,^24 11 ; cash. §4,816 23

;

total, $7,309,465 42.

It has been charged that Ex-Governor Bullock executed and probably
issued indorsed bonds in advance of what the law authorized, but we
have no definite information to that effect, and are not advised that

any overissue is outstanding. . The subject is under investigation by
the State legislature, in connection with that of the debt proper, which,

is alleged to have been illegally increased. Of this we shall speak
hereafter.

It cannot be doubted that the completion of the railroad system of

the State will benefit the people and the State treasury by enhancing
the value of lands and bringing products and property into market.

The following additional tables show the value of property in counties

along the lines of several roads, before and after they were authorized.

Some of them give assessments from 18G6 inclusive, though the roads

were not authorized until 18G8. Part of the decrease, from 18G6 to 1SG8,

was due to bad crops and to disorders in the State ; and part of the in-

crease since 1868 is due to good crops and the partial restoration of or-

der. A considerable share is caused by the construction or projection

of these roads. The statements are taken from the report of the super-

intendent of public works for 1871.
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ST. MAKY'S and WESTEIiX.

J{jip-cgafc value of projycTtij in the coitntics ihroiigh vhich the road icill jiuss, as located hij

charter.

County.

Cnniden . .

.

Charlton ..

W.'iro

Clinch
Echols
Lowndes .

.

Total

1SG9.

$532, 530
232, 794

239, 991

525, 272
248, 9G3

1, 200, 244

3, 029, 794

1870.

$593, 474
234, 850
362, 398
.575, 331
234, 976

1, 350, 404

3, 351, 433

Then; has beeu an iHcrcase'in these counties of §321,639, the increase being princi-

pally upon property other than real estate. In 1868 the average value of land was 89

cents per acre ; iu 1869, 88 cents per acre—a decrease of ouo cent per acre; in 1870,

$114 per acre—an increase of '26 cents per acre upon the assessment of the previous

year.
MARIETTA AKD WESTERN.

Aggregate value of 'propci'ty in the counties through which the road is located.

County.
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CAMILLA AND CUTHBERT.

Tahle showing counties through whicli, the road passes, xcith aggregate value ofproperty.

Co;intic8.
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nients marte and promised torailronds which were commeuced and enti-

tled to aid on December 2, 1S71, j'et it is evident from the low valna-

tion of hauls that the benefits have but began. The following state-

ment shows the progress of railroads in Georgia :

There were in 1800, 1,401 miles; in 18G5, 1,420 miles; in 1868, 1,575

miles ; in 1871, 2,157 miles, which cost $53,475,532 ; and w^heu all that

are in construction shall have been completed there will be 3,087 miles.

The aggregate of roads completed and in construction may seem largo

to persons unaccustomed to railroad facilities, but when all are done the

State will be far behind other States of the same size ; indeed she will

not stand then where they are now.

1872.

The amount of the present debt is in dispute.

On the lirst of Jauuarj^, 1871, the ascertained bonded debt was stated

as follows

:

Consolidated statement of tlicimhlic debt of the State of Georgia on tlie \st day of January,

1871, showing date of insue and matnritij of outstanding bonds, annual interest on each issue,

total interest due each year, and total annual jiayments.

"Wheu issued. '3

-

I si

c: o p

1849
185->

lS-18 aud 1840 ,

1840
1855
1S-I8 .

1844 .

1840
1841 anil ie(!6 ,

1842 -MuX 1852 ,

1842 and 1843 .

1844 .and 1848 .

1858
1859
18G0 .

18C1 .

18CG.
1868.

1859
18U2
1803
18G4
1805
18G8
1809
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1878
1879
1880
J^<8I

I8&G

/

SG, 000

15, 000

3, 500

9, 50O

3, 000
20, 500
53,(00
CI, 000

154, 250
730, 250
137, 000
251,5011

100, 000
200, 000
20), 000
100, 000

3,.900, ono
coo, 000

(*)

{")

n
(*)

(*)

(*)

(*)

{*)

$9, 485
44,815
8,220

IG. 855
6, 000
12,000
12, 000
G, 000

270, 000
42, 000

(*)

(*)

(*)

(*)

(n
(*)

(*)

(*)

S427, 375
417,890
373, 075
304, 855
348. 000
342, 00)
330, 000
318, 000
312,000
42, 000

SO, 000

15, 000
3,500
9, 500
3, 000

20, 500
53, 000
Gl, 000

581, 025
1,148,140

510, 075
CIG, 3.55

448,000
542, 000
530, 000
418,000

4,212,000
G42, 000

Total debt. G, 544, 500 427, 375

* Nono, lionds liein;; past duo.
Thoro tell diu) in l.-^C8, £1.'), 000 storling bond.s, all held in Eiirnpc, none of which have been paid.

£3, 000 iutt;io.st ou sanio is still unpaid.

Ex-Governor Bullock, in his letter of Jnly 5, 1871, says:

Bonds of tlic. Stat(5 wore antliorizecl and issued duriii.ij tho adniinistration of my pre-
decessor—Governor Jenkins—to tlio amount of $4,.^)U0,0U0; so tliat the lioiuled debt of
tbo State upon my coiniug into ollicc, in 18G8, was represented by §(),!3'!4,50U, and this

Wcos tho amount January 1, 1871.

The treasurer, N. L. Angier, in his letter of June 1, 1871, says the
$000,000 State bonds issued in 1808 were not used until 187(). Ex-
Governor Conley, in his letter of November 0, 1871, says of the debt:

On tliiJ 1st of July, 1H(;7, it was .fnr),y.')f.,03r), and on the. lilst December, 18G9, it was
?r),014,.'')(l0 ; on llic Ist day of Januiiry, 1871, it was ,'5;(>,rj44,r)UO.

The treasurer, Mr. Angier, in his report for 1872, dated January 12.

1872, tabulates the ascertained bonded debt as follows

:
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Table C—Consolidated statement of the pnMic debt of the State of Gcorfjia on the first day
of January, 1872, shoiving date of issue and maturiti/ of outstandinfj loiids, annual intercut
on each issue, total inta-est due each year, and total annual amounts due each year,
{principal and interest.)

THien issued.
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Of this issue Ex-Governor Bollock, in his letter of July 5, 1871, says:

Under the authority of an act of tlio general assembly authorizing the governor te

issiie bonds to pay the interest on the public debt, and to meet bonds that have fallen

due, and as they fall due, which covers bonds issued before the war that have fallen

due since the war and will fall due during this and the next year, (page 4 of pamphlet

laws, 1870, inclosed.) three millions of dollars of gold bonds have been executed and
registered, and have been, and will be, sold from time to time, as it has become, and

may hereafter become, necessary for the purposes authorized by law.

It will be observed that he admits the execution and registry of

$3,000,000 of these bonds—the amount stated by the treasiu^er—and
that part of them have been sold, but he does not give the amount sold,

the price received, nor the amount of debt paid from their proceeds.

Such laxity in a paper purporting to be a financial statement for public

purposes is unusual, and seems to indicate that there may have been

something to conceal.

The Comptroller, in his report for 1871, says:

I am required by law to show, in my annual report, a. statement of the public debt of

the State, the amount of interest paid, and the fund from which paid, but it is w'ell

known to all familiar with the operations of this and the treasury department, and
the duties pertaining to each, thatfit is necessary, before complying with this require-

ment, for me to obtain the data from the treasurer ; and with that view, on the 16th

of December last I addressed him a letter, to which he replietl on the 11th Februarj-,

stating that the amount of interest paid in 1870 was $-110,461. He also states that the

amount of new State bonds issued last year is not known to him. I know nothing offi-

cially of any bonds having been issued last year, not having been required by law to

register them in this- office. I have, however, registered the bonds issued under and
by virtue of the acts of 1.5th September and 17th October, 1870, and these are the only

bonds that are required by law to bo count(.'rsigned and registered by me. I have ap-

proved bonds issued under the act of the 15th September, 1870, up to the 1st January,

1871, bearing the numbers from No. 1 to No. 2000 inclusive, for one thousand dollars

each, making, in the aggregate, under this act, two millions of dollars. And under the

act of the 17th October, 1870, up to 1st January last, I have approved bouds from No.

1 to No. 1200 inclusive, for one thousand dollars each, making in the aggregate, under
this act, one million two hundred thousand dollars.

This comprises all my ofticial acts connected with bonds up to the 1st day of January
Inst.

The treasurer says the issue of two millions currency bonds was to

meet a debt of less than one sixth of the amount, say $350,000.

This would leave an excess on the $1,500,000 of those bonds outstanding of. $1, 150, 000

He says the issue of four million gold bonds, ^3,000,000 were sold to meet a

debt less than say $750,000, which would leave an excess on this issue of. 2, 250, 000

Total excess on both issues of o, 400, 000

Add bonds of 1868 used in 1870 600,000

4, 000, 000

The treasurer seems to doubt whether the bonds have been really sold.

In his report for 1872 he says

:

I liavo no faith in their reported sale of gold bonds. Tlie probabilities are their at-

tempt to cover advances to Governor IJuUoek and his superintendent.

There is said to be an account current against the State in favor of

Messrs. Henry Clews & Co. Bankers of New York City have been the
financial agents of the State, but we have no statement of the amount.
The treasurer says

:

Tlic account of Henry Ch'ws &, Co. (b'lnands close scrutiny. Besides the amouiits re-

ported advanced on Bullock's l)onds and Blodgett's drafts, the conmiissions and int'Crost

charged are full double tlu; usual rates on so latge amounts.

We attach the account of Henry Clews & Co.
The treasurer attributes the increase of debt to the management of
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the Western Atlantic Eailroad, which is owned by the State. In his
report lor 1872 he says:

These bonds, being issued so greatly in excess of the honest demands against the State,
seemed to indicate that they were in anticipation, and mntual understanding of frauds
upon the State railroad, as well as to supply for executive plunderiugs and private
schemes for speculation on the crec^it of the State.

The probable object of uo net income from the Western and Atlantic Railroa'M and
involving it in a debt of a million of dollars or more, was a grand swindle, and, outside
of enriching those who had the management, designed to effect a transfer of the road
under a fraudulent sale to a ring; thus, besides pocketing the income and a million of
dollars extra over the ^net earnings, virtually robbing the State of this main trunk
read. *

.

The income of the road and the governor's sale or hjT;)othecation of illegal bonds not
meeting all their wants, the superindendent of said road, Foster Blodgett, enters the
market as a borrower of money, and Clews &. Co. now appear at the State treasury
demanding payment on account of large amounts advanced on Blodgett's drafts as
superindendent of the Western and x\tlautic Railroad, otherwise State road. Clews &
Co. should know there is no law authorizing said superintendent to borrow money-^
making such transactions invalid, and in no way binding upon the State. They well
knew the standing of both these men; and if .said Clews & Co. have, or anybody else

has, advanced or loaned them money which has not reached the State treasm-y, or been
applied to the legitimate indebtedness of the State, they should find their sole redress
in the men upon whom they staked their hazard.

This raih^oad was built by the State before the rebellion, and was val-

ued at $7,000^000. It came out of the war much damaged, and the pro-

visional State government spent large sums, estimated at $3,030,000, in

repairing it and restoring the equipment. It had been before the war
a source of profit to the State, yielding 8450,000 per year.

From August 11, 1868, to January 1, 1870, the State received from this

road, net earnings, $95,000.
Eeceived in 1870

—

January, net earnings for the month of December, 1868 825, 000

February, net earnings for the month of January, 1869 23, 000

March, net earnings for the mouth of February, 1869 25, 000

April, net earnings for the month of March, 1869 25, 000

May^ net earnings for the month of April, 1869 25, 000

.June, net earnings for the month of May, 1869 25, 000

July, net earnings for the mouth of June, 1869 25, 000

August, net earnings for the month of July, 18a9 25, 000

September, net earnings for the month if August, 1869 25, 000

October, net earnings tor the month of September, 1869 25, 000

250, 00§

For the year ending January 1, 1871 45, 000

Total 390,000

In 1871 th^road went into the hands of lessees who have leased it

from the State for twenty years at $25,000 per month, and for the year

ending January 1, 187;^, the State received as rent $285,399 79. Total

receipts since August 11, 18GS, $025,399 79. There is nothing apparent

in this statement to justify an increase of debt for this road.

The expenses were paid from the gross receipts, and the 8025,399 79

was paid the State as for net earnings; but we call attention to the sin-

gular regularity of net earnings ($25,000) per month for ten consecutive

mouths, and to the fact that these earnings were not paid until the year

after they purport to have been earned, and to the coincidence of amount

witli the rental of the road under the lease.

The treasurer, in his report for 1870, December 31, says:

The same report estimated the annual net earnings of the Western and Altantio

Railroad (the property of the State, of which the governor was president,) at i^obO, UOO.



140 REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

Only $45, 000 was paid iuto the State treasury, while the road is reported to have accu-

mulated a floating debt of over $700, 000, part due couuecting roads, balauco for supplies

and uiouthly pay-rolls; making a diifereuco against the State of $l,Oir),000. This is a
subject that calls for thorough investigation, as it is a matter of great wonder that a
main trunk road, besides a heavy way freight, receiving at one end the stock, j)roduce,

and manufactures of the North and the great West, poured in by river and rail con-
nections ; and at the other, distributed by three different railroads in immediate con-

nection, all of which are paying fine dividends to the stockholders—the people are

amazed that this great receiver and distributor, one hundred and thirty-eight miles
long, fully equipped, should be so badly managed as not to pay expenses, but saddle

a large debt upon the State. The inquiry is, " What has become of the money ?
"

We find the foliowing statement in Poor's Eailroad IManiial for 1871:

WESTERN AND ATLAN^TIC RAILROAD.

(Constructed and owned by the State of Georgia.)

Line of road.—Atlanta, Georgia, to Chattanooga, Tennessee, 133 miles. Sidings and
other tracks, 13.8 miles. Gauge, 5 feet. Rail, 5t) pounds to yard.

This road and its equiiimentriiave been leased by the State for 20 years, to a company
formed under an act approved October 24, 1870, and entitled the Western and Atlantic

Railroad Company, composed of the officers of connecting railroads ; Thomas A. Scott,

of Pennsylvania; William 13. Dinsmore, of New York; Thomas Allen, of St. Louis;
William T. Walters, of Baltimore ; and others. They contract to pay into the treasury

of the State .$25,000 monthv, and have given bonds for the performance of the lease to

the amount of $8,000,000.
Eolling-stock.—Locomotive engines, 52. Cars, passenger, 1st class, 9 ; and 2d class,

6; baggage, mail, and express, 10; and freight, (box, 403; platform, 09; stock, 28;
and coal, 73,) 573; total revenue cars, 598. Also, 2 wrecking-cars.
For several years tlie road has earned nearly .$1,000,000 per annum, and paid into

the State treasury between $250,000 and $300,000. It has cost the State about
$5,000,000.

Joseph E. Brown, President Atlanta, Ga.
Treasurer—Robert W. Shith.. Atlanta, Ga. I Gen'l ticket agent—B. W.Wren. Atlanta, Ga.
Gen'l sni/t—E. W. Cole.. .Nashville, Teuu.

|
General agent—F. C. Bullock.. Atlanta, Ga.

Auditor—E. J. Cabiness Atlanta, Ga. I Supervisor—M. H. Dooley Atlanta, Ga.
Master transp''n—E.B.Walker. Atlanta, Ga.

|
Master macliinist—J. II. Flynn. Atlanta, Ga.

Principal office and address, Atlanta, Fulton County, Ga.

This estimate of cost does not include repairs after the war, which are

$3,003,000. The original cost of the road was about $4,500,000; it is

valued at $7,000,000.
Complaint is made of the lease; bitt if what the treasurer says be

true, it would seem well for the State to be quit of its management. It

is alleged that there was fraud and corruption in the procurement of

the lease, but we have no evidence to sustain charges except tlie forego-

ing statement ofthe treasurer and the account for 18G8-'G9. The treasurer
concludes

:

The real, valid increased indebtedness of the State, by reason of the issue of so large
an amount of nev,' bonds in 1870, I have not the means of knowing, h\^ am satished it

cannot be more than one-fourth the amount of the now bonds issued. So that thi«

amount, added to tlic previous indebti^dness, cannot make the sum total of the State's
indebtedness (iude])cndent of subsidy to railroads) over eight millions of dollars, which
is an amount not beyond the ability of the State to easily make good by a prompt
payment of the coupon interest and liuiuls wheu due.

Having given what has been officially said against Ex-Governor Bul-
lock, and what he has fnrnislied us in exi)]anation, we deem it proper
to in.sert his own account of himself and his appointees and official

associates. In his letter of July 5, 1871, lie says:

In this State there is, so far as I know, not more than a dozen men in office, (and
those of an unimportant character,) either elected by tlio people or appointed by me,
who were not eituornatives of the Souther resident citizens here before and during
the war.
The officers appointed by the governor are three judges of the supreme couit,
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twenty judges of the superior courts, one attorney general, twenty solicitors general,
State school commissioner, superinteudeut, treasurer, aud auditor of the State railroad,
sis trustees of the public institutions, &c. In this number there was but one gentle-
man who was not either a native of the South or a citizen of Georgia before and during
the war. The one referred to was eminently fitted for the position to which he was
appointed, and, as a man of worth and good character, is not surpassed by any in the
State. The gentlemen appointed who were natives or old citizens are men against
whom no ill was ever said previous to their "accepting the situation," under the
reconstruction acts, by their " departure" in 1867—men who would have been
universally recognized as leaders of the " wealth, worth, and intelligence of the
country" if they had opposed those acts. These gentlemen possess as much jiroperty
and pay as much tax as persons occupying similar positions under the State govern-
ment ever did. There are some hundreds of officials of less importance appointed by
me, but the same rule will hold good in their case ; and I trust that I will be excused
the apparent egotism of saying of myself that I was a citizen and slave-holder in
Georgia long before the war, and up to the time of my election was actively and
successfully engaged in business pursuits. I resigned the position of president of
the Macon and Augusta Railroad Company to accept the office that I now hold.

* It seems due other State officers to say that we have no evidence
against any whose names are not hereinbefore mentioned :

ASSETS.

The comi)troller general, in his report for 1871, says

:

ASSETS BELOXGING TO THE STATE.

The assets of the State of Georgia, which the law requires me to rei^ort, arc as fol-

lows, to wit

:

Shares.

In the Bank of the State of Georgia 1, 833
In the Bank of Augusta 890
In the Georgia Railroad and Banking Comx^any 186
In the Atlantic and Gulf Railroad „ 10,000

The State owns the Western and Atlantic Railroad, extending from Atlanta to Chat-
tanooga, but that having been leased out for a term of years to a number of gentlemen
for $25, 000 i^er month, no further reference to it here is deemed necessary. The
stocks of the Bank of the State of Georgia and Bank of Augusta are worthless.

Thd Georgia Railroad stocks are worth $100 per share, and those of the Atlantic and
Gulf road are worth $30 per share. One hundred and eighty-six shares Georgia Rail-

road stock are therefore valued at $18,600, and 10,000 shares Atlantic and Gulf Railroad
stock are valued at $300,000, making in the aggregate $318,600. Since my last report

the value of these stocks has depreciated, they now being valued at $101,110 less than
they were then.

Ex-Governor Couley, in his letter of December 2, 1871, says

:

She owns the Western aud Atlantic Railroad, extending from Atlanta to Chattanooga,

a distance of 138 miles, which is paying an annual rental of $300,000. Should this road

be put upon the market, it is safe to sny that it would bring at least $7,000,000. The
State owns $1,000,000 in paid-up stock of the Savannah, Albany and Gnlf Railroad,

besides stock in the Georgia Railroad and Banking Company amounting to about

$18,000. The State also owns a fine capital building and grounds, and an executive

mansion and grounds, in Milledgeville ; also, a fine capital building, executive mansion
and grounds, in Atlanta, besides other real estate worth at least $500,000.

Having just received the last message of Ex-Governor Conley, which
gives a full and what seems a fair statement of the debt and its increase

under the administration of his predecessor, Ex-Governor Bullock, we
present what Ex-Governor Couley says on that subject in full

:

Message of his excellency Benjamin Conley, governor, Atlanta, Georgia, January 11, 1872.

. # # # * » *

In this connection, I have the honor to transmit herewith to your honorable body a

full and complete statement of the amount and character of the bonds issued during

the administration of my predecessor. This statement is made from the records of this
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departmetit, and from the best sources of information at its command, and may be
relied niion as beini; entirely correct.

Under the authority of acts of the legislature, passed in 1868, there were issued by
Governor Bullock, to pay otf the members of the general assembly, and other expenses
of th:.'» body, and to meet the interest due and unpaid, and the interest maturing on
the bonds of this State up to February 1, 1869, §600,000 of seven per cent, currency
bonds. These bonds -were never intended for sale, but were only to be used as security

for temporary loans made to the State until such loans could be met by payments from
the treasury. The amount borrowed upon them has long since been refunded, as the

books of the treasurer will probably show, and these currency bonds, with the excep-
tion of two hundred and sixty-eight, which were deposited in the treasury to secure

the school fund that has been used by the State for general i)urposes, have all been
canceled and returned to the treasurer's office.

Under authority of acts of the general assembly, approved August 27, 1870, Septem-
ber 15, 1870, and October 5, 1870, $2,000,000 of seven per cent, currency bonds were is-

sued by Governor Bullock for the purpose of being used as collateral security upon
which to procure temporary loans for immediate use, which loans were to be applied to

the objects mentioned in those acts.

These bonds were never intended, and were never offered, for sale. They were Issued,

for the simple reason that it required some time for the preparation of the steel-en-

graved gold bonds. The distinct imderstanding with the parties to whom they were
delivered was that they were not to be placed upon the market at all, but were to be
held simply as temporary collateral for any advances they might make to the State
until the gold bonds provided for in the act of September 15, 1870, could be prepared
and substituted for them, and that as soon as such gold bonds were substituted, the
currency bonds were to be canceled and returned to this department.
The gold bonds were subsequently pre])ared, and were intended to be substituted for

these currencies, and to be used for the purposes jirovided for by the act under which
they were issued.

In pursuance of the understanding above mentioned, there have been can-

celed and returned to this office of these currency bonds $500, 000

The balance of these bonds are now held by the folloAving parties

:

Messrs. Clews & Co., of New York, have 800,000
Jlessrs. J. Boorman. Johnston & Co., of New York, have 120, 000
Eussell Sage, of New York, has 530, 000
The Fulton Bank of Brooklyn has 50,000

2, 000, 000

None of tlicse currency bonds can be considered as being in any way a claim against

the State, because they were canceleil by the substitution of the gold bonds in their

stetul. I have written to the various parties who now hold them informing them of
this fact, but they decline to return them on the ground that it is not customary to

surrender any securities until the account is closed.

Under tlui authority of the act of September 15, 1870, there were prepared and issued

§3,000,000 of gold bonds of the State, having twenty years to rUn, with interest at 7 per
cent., payable quarterly, in gold coin. These bonds were issued for _the i>urpose, as

stated in the act, of meeting and redeeming all bonds of this State, and the coupons
thereon now due, or when the same shall have fallen due, and for such other purposes
as the general assembly may direct, and to take the place of the currency bonds that
had been issued for temporary purposes.

Of these gold bonds there were placed in the hands of Messrs. Henry Clews
«& Co., of New York, for sale and to secure advances made by them upon
the currencies and otherwise $1,750,000

There were placed in the hands of liussell Sage, of Now York, for the same
purpose 500,000

There were deposited in the Fourth National Bank of New York 300, 000
There were placed in the liands of A. S. Wliiton, of New York 100, 000
There were given to Mr. H. I. Kimball for the purchase of the capitol build-

ing 250,000
There were given to Mr. John H. James for the purchase of the executive
mansion i 100,000

3, 000, 000

These figures account for the whole issue of these gold bonis. The st.itement of
the account of Messrs. Henry Clows & Co. with the State is in the treasurer's office,

and is open to iusijcctiou. The detailed statements of the other parties have not boeu
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forwarded to this office, Lnt I have written to obtain tliem, and tliey will probably be
transmitted at an early day.
According to the treasurer's report for the year ending December 31, 1870, there fell

due during the years 1870 and 1871, bonds of the State amounting to $215,000. The
larger portion of this amount, together with a part of the interest upon other bonds
of the State as it fell due, has been met from the proceeds of these gold bonds, as also
the £15,000 sterling of bonds which fell due in 1808, and the £3,000 interest due
thereon. Large advances have also been made upon these bonds to pay the claims
passed upon by the board of commissioners appointed to audit claims 'against the
Western and xVtkmtic Railroad, and to pay tlic liquidated claims provided iur in the
act. Notes of the Western and Atlantic Railroad for large amounts, given for the
yjurchase of cars, engines, &c., and falling due in 1870 and 1871, have also been paid
from the proceeds of these gold bonds. An investigating committee of your honorable
body can readily ascertain what has become of every dollar that has been realized
from the sale of these gold bonds. These gold bonds have all been prepared in strict

conformity with the law authorizing their issue, have been duly registered by the
comptroller general in a book kei)t for that purpose, and by him reported to the treas-
urer in precisely the manner the act prescribes.

Under the authoritj' of an act of the general assembly, approved October 17, 1870,
temporary lithographed gold bonds to the amount of $880,000 were prepared and issued
and placed in the hands of the officers of the Brunswick and Albany Railroad Com-
pany, to be used for their temperary requirements until the regular steel-engraved
gold bonds of the State authorized by that act to be issued to the company could l)e

prepared. These regular steel-engraved gold bonds were soon after issued, and the
$880,000 lithographed gold bonds have all been canceled and are now in the treasurers
office.

The act of October 17, 1870, above referred to, authorizes and directs the governor
of the State to receive from the president or other officer authorized by the board of

directors of the Brunswick and Albany Railroad Company the whole issue of the
second mortgage bonds of said company, amounting to ^10,000 per mile upon said com-
pany's road, and amounting in the aggregate to the sum of 1$2,350,000, and to pay said

comj)any for the same in the bonds of the State of Georgia at par, bearing 7 per cent,

interest, payable semi-annually on the 1st day of June and December in each year, at

the rate of $8,000 per mile, and in the aggregate amounting to $1,880,000, the principal

sum of said bonds to be payable in tweuty-tive years, from the 1st day of December,
A. D. 1860, aud his excellency the governor is authorized and directed to cause said

bonds to be executed in due and legal form, and paid over to said company as aforesaid.

Under the provision above recited, there have been issued and delivered to the

officers of the Brunswick aud Albany Railroad Company one thousand eight hundred
steel-engraved bonds of the State for'$l,000"each, having twenty-five years to run, with
interest, at 7 per cent., payable semi-annually, principal and interest payable in gold.

These bouds have been duly registered in the office of the comptroller general, and
reported to the treasurer. All of the second mortgage bonds of the Brunswick and
Albany Railroad Company, for which these gold bonds were given in exchange, have
been forwarded to the -treasurer's office as required by law, except one hundred and
sLxty-two, which the company stUl hold, and which they will continue to hold, I sup-

pose, until they have completed their road and received the remaining eighty State

bouds to which they will then be entitled. These eighty bonds have been pa'rtially

executed, aud are now in the executive office.

The foregoing statement covers every description and character of bonds that Ijave

been issued during the administration of my predecessor, and from it your honorable

body will see that the only kind of bonds issued by him that are now outstanding, and
that are a claim against the State, are the $3,000,000 ofgold bonds issued under authority

of the act of September 15, 1870, and the $1,800,000 of gold bonds issued to the Bruns-

wick and Albany Railroad Company in accordance with the act of October 17, 1870. The
actual liability of the State, therefore, incurred during his administration, is repre-

sented by the'sum of $4,800,000. It should not be forgotten that a largo pi-rtiou ot

this sum has been devoted to the redemption of bouds falling due in 1870 aud 1871, and

in years previous thereto, and to the payment of interest on them and on others stiil

to fall due. The debt of the State is not, therefore, actually increased by that amount.

The contingent liability of the State, incurred by the jjcueral assembly during the

time that my predecessor was in office, is represented by the indorsement of the State

upon the bonds of railroad companies.
The railroads upon whose bonds the indorsement of the State has been placed during

the administration of Governor Bullock, and the amount of such indorsement as they

appear from the records of this department, and from the books in the offices ot the

secretary of state and treasurer; are as follows

:

Alabama and Chattanooga
^'^fj> f^^

Brunswick and Albanv '''r~-'rnn
Cartersville and Van Wert 2/o,000
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Cherokee Railroad $300,000

Macou and Brunswick 2,150,000

Georgia Air-Line 240,000

South Georgia and Florida 464, 000

Total 6,923,400

At the last session of the legislature, the charter of the Cartersville and Van Wert
road -was so amended as to change the name of. that road to the Cherokee Railroad,

and the indorsement of the State was placed upon the bonds of the road under its new
name.
The bonds of the Georgia Air-Line road, uxion which the indorsement of the State

was placed, have been canceled by the officers of that road, and returned to this depart-

ment, and are now in the treasurer's office. This indorsement amounts to $240,000,

and should be deducted from the total amount above stated. The sum of $6,683,400

then remains, which represents the total amount of contingent liability of the State,

now outstanding, incurred during the administration of Governor Uullock.

It has been ascertained from the officers of the Macon and Brunswick Railroad Com-
pany that $400,000 of the bonds of that company were indorsed liy Governor Charles

J. Jenkins, no record of which indorsement is found on the books of this department.
If we add tliis sum to that last above stated, wo have an amount of $7,083,400, which
represents the whole amount of contingent liability incurred by the State since the
adoption of the policy known as " State aid." The conditions upon which this aid is

granted are familiar to your honorable body. As the State does not indorse the bouds
of any road until n specified portion of that road has been actually completed, and
then only for a sum equal to half the cost of construction, and as she has a prior lien

upon the property of the road, in the event the conditions upon which her indorse-

ment is given are not complied with, it is not believed that she will ever be the loser

to any great extent, and this contingent liability should not by any moans be put
down as actual indebtedness.
The above statement covers the whole period that my predecessor was in office, and

is a complete and accurate summary of his official action in the matter of which it

treats.
« » )f jf # # #

Since the adjournment of the legislature in December last, the holders of the bonds
issued by the Cartersville and Van Wert, now the Cherokee Railroad Company, and in-

dorsed Ijy the State, have informed me that the company have failed to pay the inter-

est, and they have claimed payment from the State. On looking into the charter of

the company, and the law on that subject, I was convinced that it was my duty to

seize the road for the benefit of the State and the security of the bondholders. I

therefore ordered the road taken possession of in behalf of the State, and appointed
Colonel Daniel S. Printnp, a gentleman of financial ability and good standing, to act

as receiver. Colonel Printrup holds a high position in connection with the Selma,
Rome and Dalton road, with which the Cherokee Railroad is to connect at its western
terminus. He was also the attorney for Messrs. Henry Clews & Co., who advanced the
money with which the road was built, as far as completed ; and as it is very desirable

that il^bo completed its entire length, I thought it advisable to place Colonel Printup,
who is every way well qualified, iu the position, as ho might bo able to influence the
same parties to advance capital to complete the work.

Since my order was granted, I am informed that Colonel Printnp went to Cartersville

for the ))urpose of taking possession of tlio road in behalf of the State, when he
found, it being sale day, that it had been levied upon by one or more small fi. fas.

against the company for the wages of employ6s. But the sheriff informed him that an
injunction had been granted by his honor judge Purrott, restraining the sale upon a
bill filed by certain members of the comi)any against Henry Clews & Co., to which it

was ordered that the plaintifi's in fi.fa. and Colonel Printup, as receiver, be made par-
ties. The same statement was made to Coloucl Printup, as ho reports, by the attorney
of the plaintifi's in the bill. Uikiu the faith of these assurances Colonel Printup left

the town for liis home, aud in a few hours afterward the road was exposed to sale by
the sheriff and bid off by said attorney, who had made the statement that an injunc-
tion had been granted, and there would be no sale, when it brought only $15,500. I

am now informed that the ])ureliascr claims the roa(l under the sale, and the parties in
possi;ssion refuse to deliver it up to the receiver appointed in behalf of the State, aud
for the l)cncfit of the bondlioUhirs.

I have felt it my duty to bring these facts to the attention of the general assembly
that you may take such action as may be deemed best for the protection of the State
and the parties who advanced tlie money with which the road was built.

BENJAJIIN CONLEY,
Governor
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The following shows the receipts for 1870

:

General tax of 1869 $175,971 32
General tax of 1868 7^ 884 87
General tax of 1867 2,301 79
Poll-tax for 1868 .

,

'

192 30
Poll-tax for 1869 ],598 65
Fees of secretary state's oflSce 33O 00
Fees of executive department 8 00
Fees of comptroller general's office 14 75
Liquor-tax of 18G9 14^ 328 57
Liquor-tax of 1870 21, 595 76
Circus and show tax* 5^ 043 50
Insurance tax of 1868 on premiums $814 78
Insurance tax of 1869 on premiums 8,003 41
Sjiecial reciprocity tax on insurance comiiauies 2, 675 M
Total amount insurance tax received in 1S70 11, 993 19
Tax on railroads 6,883 61
Convention tax 1, 079 01
Tax on patent-medicine venders 135 00
Tax on -wild lauds 1, 306 00
From Western & Atlantic Railroad, net earnings 45, 000 00
Overcharge on legislative pay-rolls . - .• 904 00
Interest on State deposits, school fund 5, 533 11
Dividends from railroad shares 4, 617 45
Scrip dividends on insurance 141 80
Tax on banks 2,235 56
Defaulting agents Western & Atlantic Railroad 6'.30 00
Tax on express companies 332 55
Poll-tax of 1870 177 14

Temporary loans 310,000 00
General tax of 1870 543,465 95

1,164,303 79

For 1871

:

Cash on hand at date of last report 6165, 744 55
Received from general tax, 1871 514, 085 01

Received from temporary loans 324, 882 00
Received from rent of Western and Atlantic Railroad 285, 399 79
Received from general tax, 1870 214, 712 77
Received from poll-tax, 1871 37, 107 15

Received from liquor tax 30, 698 43
Received from tax on insurance companies 12, 150 70
Received from railroad, bank, and express taxes 11, 849 29
Received from general tax, 1869 8, 654 83

Received from tax on wild lands 5, 673 58
Received from tax ou circuses 4,765 28
Received from restitution of money 3,950 00

Received from rents of capitol 3, 697 88

Received from special reciprocity tax on insurance 3,100 00

Received from convention tax 1, 543 13

Received from Western & Atlantic Railroad ticket agent on final settle-

ment 1,182 37

Received from sale of abandoned freight Western & Atlantic Railroad.. 1, 004 61

Received from general tax, 1867 577 50

Received from overpayment from contingent fund on ex. warrant 350 00

Received from general tax, 1868 324 35

Received from fees of comptroller general's office 96 80

Received from fees of executive de[)artment 40 00

Received from tax on patent-mcdiciuc venders 700

1, 631, 596 48

DISBURSEMENTS.

Ex-Governor Conley in his letter of Kovember 9, 1871, gives the fol-

lowing items:
"Disbursements, $1,179,110 24; inclucling payments on public debt,

10 K K
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$32,5G0 aiul $117,000—$149,560; and arras purchased for State,

$42,801 73." The cost of conducting the State government in 1858 was
$745,480 64; in 1859, $874,405 92; in 1860, $1,179,110 24; being an
average per annum of $933,018 93.

Expense of conducting the State government in year ending 1865,

$11,573,605 01, (chieliy in confederate money.) Expense for 1866,

$1,884,995 ; $190,000 for indigent poor
; $134,000 Atlantic and Georgia

Eaih'oad ; $383,724 Western and Athmtic Kailroad. Expenses for

186-7, $2,689,363 85, inchidiug for public debt $1,290,263 84. The cost

of conducting the State government in 1868 was $702,103 33; in 1869,

$1,857,825 98; in 1870, $1,444,816 73. Average per annum, $1,334,915 34.

The disbursements for 1871 were $1,444,829 47.

Balance in the treasury January 1, 1872, $186,767 01.

ITEMS OF DISBUBSEMENT.

1871, paid ou special appropriations, 1870 $783, 958 99

1871, paid ou public debt 358, 234 50

1871, paid ou civil establislinieut 103, 139 38

1871, paid ou legislative pay-rolls 101,239 00

1871, paid ou priutiug fuud, 1871 20,000 50

1871, paid ou special appropriations, 1871 19,766 24

1871, paid ou contingent faud, 1871. 18,684 65
187 1, paid ou contiugeut fund, 1870 15, 142 21

1871, paid on contingent fund, 1872 9,915 47

1871, paid on edncational fund 8,831 06

1871, paid on overpayment of taxes 2, 729 22
1871, paid ou printing fuud, 1870, 2,688 25

1871, paid on special approiiriations, 1866 500 00

Total payments , 1,444,829 47
Cash ou hand January 1, 1872, to balance 186, 767 01

1,631,596 48

Ex-Governor Conley says

:

The cost of conducting the State government in 1858 was $745,480 64 ; in 1859 it

was $874,465 92; in 1800, $1,179,110 24—beiug an average per annum of $933,018 93.

The cost of conducting the State government in 1868 was $702,103 33 ; in 1869 it

was $1,857,825 98; in 1870, $1,444,816 73—beiug an average per aunum of $1,334,915 34.

Tho increase in tlio expense of the government from 18tJ0 to 1870 is attributable to
various causes. First, to the increase of the public debt and the consequent increase

of the interest payable annually thereon, amouuting to yearly $200,000; second, to tho
increase in the per diem pay and mileage of tho members of the legislatuEc, the mileage
in 1860 being $4 for every twenty miles and tho i)cr diem $6.

In 1865 the mileage was increased to $5 for every twenty miles and tho per diem to

$9, which is contiuued to this time. This increase was made by a legislature which
was entirely democratic.

TAXES.

The rate of general tax for State purposes is 40 cents on $100, and
produces annually about $500,000. Special taxes increase tho amoimt.
The total taxes levied for 1870

:

State $875,154
Counties 904,800
Towns, cities, «fcc 775, 365

Total 2,555,319

The cost of conducting the State for 1870 was $1,444,826 73. Average
cost for 1868, 1869, and 1870, $1,334,915 34. In 1871 there were expended
on account of public schools $200,000, raised by poll-tax. There were
425,000 children of school age, of whom 80,035 had schooling.
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The disorders culminating in 18G8, wben violence prevailed over one
third of the State, have affected the value of property.
The assessed value of land iu 18G7 was 887,117,010; in 1808 it

was $79,727,584—loss, 87,390,032; in 1809 it was $84,577,100—gain,
$4,849,582 ; in 1870 it was $95,000,074. Increase on assessed valuation
from 1800 to 1870, 832,948,323. Increase on assessed valuation from
1808 to 1870, $01,812,084. The true census valuation in 1870 was
$208,109,143—gain on assessment of 1800, $01,117,400. It will appear
from the statement of the agricultural jiroductious of the State that
lands are greatly undervalued.

In 1870, according to the census, the value of agricultural production
was $80,390,228, while the assessed value of lands improved and wild in

the same year was but $95,000,074.
The following table shows the valuation of property for taxation for

that year

:

Aggregate value of land - $95,600,674
City and town property 47,922, 544
National bank shares 985, 900
Money and solvent debts 26, 646, 995
Mercbaudise 12,884,118
Shipping 214,775
Stocks and bonds 5, 482, 765
Cotton manufactories 2, 975, 498
Iron-works, &c 658, 026
Mining 33, 140
Value of household and kitchen furniture 1,519,857
Plantation and mechanical tools 162, 859
Value of all other property 30, 933, 568

Making a total value of all property of 226, 119, 529

The following tables show the assessment of land, so far as we have
ascertained it, with the quantity, character, and aggregate and average
valuation for 1800, and for each year since the war to 1870

:

Tear.

TOTAL LANDS.

Acres. Valne. Average,

1860
1866
1867
18G8
1869
1870

WILD LANDS.

1869
1870

DIPROVED LANDS.

1869
1870

33, 345, 289
30, 116, 929
30, 816, 025
32, 007, 714
32, 552, 399
33, 187, 788

6, 199, 336

6, 301, 229

26, 353, 054

27, 147, 003

$161, 764, 955
103, 112, 254
87,117,016
79, 727, 166
84, 577, 584

95, 600, 074

2, 338, 091

2, 319, 746

82, 238, 475
93, 135, 855

$4.S5
3.42
2.83
2. 49
2.60
2.80

0.37
0.37

3.08
3.43

Thie following table shows the assessment of town and city real estate

for the same dates

:

I860, town and city property $35, 139, 41o

1866, town and city property 39, 396, 181

1867, town and city property 38, 473, JOo

1868, town and city property '**^'
, u'nn^

1869, town and city property
'*^'qoo r^^

1870, town and city property 47,9i.i,o45
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Tliis exhibit shows what might be expected iu Georgia with peace and
order.

The following letter from the city of Savannah shows what has been
done in a single city

:

Mayoualtv of Savannah, Dcceniicr 13, 1871.

Sir : I return the following answers to the iuquiries contaiuecl in your commuuica-
tiou of the 28th ultimo

:

Ist. The city debt before the vrar ?—Answer. $1,872, 840.

2(1. The city debt after the war?—Answer. $1,811,840,

3d. The city debt in 18G8 ?—Answer. $-2,048,740.

4th. The city debt now ?—Answer. 2,817,140.

The ihcreaso of the city debt since 1865 has been incurred from the following
causes

:

First. By the payment of interest on the municipal funded debt accruing and un-
called for during the war.

Secondly. By an issue of bonds to the amount of upward of $200,000 for the pur-
pose of cleaning out and improving the Savannah Harbor, which, though properly
devolving on the National Government, has been borne by the city government.

Thirdly. For paving and for an extensive system of sewerage, and for other large
public improvements.

4th. The war debt repudiated ?—Answer. No Avar debt inc&rred by the city

;

therefore none repudiated.
6th. The appraised value of property before the war

;
just after; now?—Answer.

Appraised value of real estate, i860, $10, 247, 841 ; appraised value of real estate, 1860,

$10, COO, 072 ; appraised value of real estate, 1871, $15, 579, 100.

The resources of the city in public domain, personal and real estate, exclusive of
taxable property, is appraised at $4,048,000.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN SEVERN,
Manor.

Hon. Job E. Sevenson,
Menibcr of Congress, WasMngion, D. C.

We have received the following from Atlanta

:

Atlanta, Geoegia, February 10, 1872.

Dear Sik : Yours of ."^d to hand. I cannot give you the information in full. In
1860 the town had about 10,000. No debt. In 1805 nearly destroyed, and about
20,000 inhabitants and no debt. It now has 30,000 ; debt, $1,000,000. Taxable property
is about $12,000,000. We need a custom-bouse, United States court-room, and post-
office. Please assist.

Yours, respectfully,

J. W. JAMES,
Mayor.

Hon. Job E. Stevenson.

The assessment of taxable property was in

—

1866 $207,051,787
1867 206,952,61)3
186H 178,187,316
1H6'J 188,87.3,247
1870 226,119,519

From $15,0()(),000 to $30,000,000 of property is exempt from taxation
and not included iu these statements.

Tlie Comptroller estimates the taxable value $240,000,000; 27,000,000
acres of improved land was the average since the war; valued on an
annunl average at less than $00,000,000, showing that lands are assessed
greatly below llieir value.
The fanning lands of Georgia would be a good investment at double the

assessment of J.STO. Allowing one half the i)roduct for labor would leave
over $10,0()0,0()()i()r farm products alone, which would be 20 per cent, on
$2U(),000,()()0 ; and if annual production equal to that of 1870 could
1)0 secured it would Justify the assessment of lands at four times their
present valuation. Valuing landsentered for taxation at an average rate



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 149

ol about $12 per acre, an aggregate of land $400,000,000 would give
an aggregate valuation of all property over 8500,000,000.

The estimated value of agricultural products since the war: Indian
corn, wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, and
hay, 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, as i^er agricultural reports, and of all

farm products for 1870, as per census $218, 638, 801
Estimated value of all products, 1871 80, 000, 000

Total .- 298,639,801
Estimated value of cotton for 1865-'66 to 1868-'69 160, 000, 000

Total 458,638,801
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FLORIDA.

SUMJURY.

Debt.

i860.

Debt $221,000
Contingent liabilities, railroad 1, 000, 000

Total 1,221,000

1865.

Debt tmd liabilities $1,370,617 00
Increased siuco 1860 149,617 00
Rebel debt, (estimated) 500,000 00

Total 1,870 617 00

Total increase since 1860 649,617 00

1868.

Debt and contingCTit liabilities $1, 523, 856 95
Increase since 1865 153, 239 95
Increase since 1860 302, 856 95

1S72.

Debts and old railroad liabilities ! S2, 556, 072 13
Increase since 1868 1,032,215 18
Contingent liabilities for railroad, {secured) 4, 000, 000 00
Prospective contingent liabilities, (to be secured) 10, 000, 000 00

ASSETS.

1800.

Balance in treasury $100,000 00

1865.

None.

PROPERTY.

1860.

Assessert value $68 929,085 00
Slaves 21,610,750 00

A'aluo less slaves 47, 318, 9:J5 00

1805.

Assessed value $25, 000, 000 00
Loss since 1860 43,929,685100
Loss li'ss slaves 22, 368, 935 00
Total loss in prnptTty, (exclu<ling slaves,) assets, and debts 23,0.58 552 00

1871.

Assessed value !|34,673,753 00
Incn;aso si uce li^()5 9, ()7;?, 7."3 00
(Jensus valuation, (lH7(t) 44, H;:!,(;55 00
Increase since 1865 19, 163, 655 00
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Pi'oducis.

Estimated value of agricultural products since the war—ludiau coru,
wbeat. rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, aud hay—
1-iGG, 18G7, 1868, 18C9, as per agricultural reports, aud of all farm pro-
ducts for 1870, as per ceusus «;05 54g gJ4 qq

Estimated value of all products for 1871 '..'.'.. "o'oOo'oOO 00

I'^'tal 34,548 814 00

Estimated value of cotton for 1865,-'66 to 1868-'69 20,000 000 00

Total 54,548,814 00

1860.

In 1S60 tlie recognized debt of Florida was $221,000. Balance in
treasury, $100,000. There was, and still is, an unrecognized debt
contracted by the Territory for the establishment of banks which has
never been provided for or acknowledged. This affects the credit of the
State. Of the recognized debt all but $64,000 was contracted in the
Indian wars, and the State claims that the United States should repay
her expenses in that service.

The State had contingent liabilities for railroads amounting to several
million dollars, but we have no statement of the items or estimate
of the amount. The roads have since been sold, and the State is

bound for a balance of interest on their account, estimated at $1,000,000.
Stating the contingent liabilities in 1860 at that amount, we have

—

Debt in 1860 $221,000
Contingent liabilities 1,000,000

Total 1,221,000

The contingent liabilities were considered well secured. For several
years before the war the annual receipts were about $90,000, and the
expenses about $70,000. There was in 1860 a balance in the treasurv
of over $100,000. The banks had a capital of $300,000 ; specie, $32,870,
and circulation, $183,640. There were 401 miles of railway, which cost

$8,628,000. There were school and seminary funds yielding about
$50,000 per annum, and the expenditures for education were about
$25,000. The number of white children of school age was over 20,000

;

ex])enditure, $1 25 for each child. The assessed value of property in

1860 was—

Real estate $21,722,810
Personal estate 47,206,87-5

Total 68,929,685

Estimated value of slaves w $21,610,750
Vaiao, excluding slaves 47, 318, 935

State taxation in 1860 was $80,938
County 74,425
Town, city, &c 3, 758

Total 159,121

11 K K
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18(55.

The debt, esclndiug war debt $370,017 00

Coutingeut liabilities 1,000,000 00

Increase since 1860 149,617 00

The debt contracted in rebellion in not stated. The secession conven-

tion began by issuing scrip—$500,000 ; and we understand other issues

were made from time to time, but we state the rebel debt at $500,000.

The value of railroads was so reduced that the State loses over $1,000,-

000 on her guarantees made before the war. There were 41G miles of

railroads in bad condition, some of which made weekly and some tri-

weekly trips. The treasury was empty. Loss of balance, $100,000.

The assessed value of property in the State was $25,000,000. Loss in

value of property, $43,929,085. Loss, excluding slaves, $22,318,935.

Total loss in assets, property, and increase of debt, excluding slaves,

$23,058,552.

1SG8.

The reconstructed State government was inaugurated in 1868. The
rebel debt had been repudiated, and the recognized debt and liabilities

were $1,523,856 95. Increase since 1865, $153,239 95; since 1860,

$302,856 95.

1872.

On the 1st day of January, 1872, the comptroller states the ,debt as

follows

:

Total inincipal and interest of bonded debt $848, 973 33

Ikmdsof 18G8and 18C9 421,000 00

Floating debt , 286,098 80

1,556,072 13

There are $421,000 bonds included in above, pledged as collateral for

a floating debt of $115, 322 16.

If this debt were added and the bonds deducted the debt would stand
$2,250,394 29; but including the hypothecated bonds, it is as above—
$2,556,072 13. Increase since 1868, $1,032,215 18. In 1870 $4,000,000
of l)onds were issued in aid of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile
llaih'oad Company. These bonds were issued under acts passed iu 1870,

which provide for aid to that railroad at the rate of $16,000 per mile

for the line from Jacksonville to the west line of the State, and for aid

at the rate of $14,000 per mile to a line of road to extend from Amelia
Island, on the Atlantic, to Tampa Bay, In West Florida, a distance esti-

mated at 190 miles—$2,(>60,000 ; and other acts have been passed prom-
ising aid, $10,000 per mile, to a line from Waldo to Tampa Bav—distance

estimated at55 miles—$550,000; and $14,000 per mile to the West Florida
Kailroad—distance estimated at 60 miles—$840,000 ; and $16,000 per
mile lo thci Florida Kailroad, from Waldo to Tampa Bay and Charlotte
Harbor—distance estimated at 240 miles—$3,840,000. 'it is estimated
thiit if all these roads, including Jacksonville, Pensacola and IMobile

Kailroad, are made and the companies comply with the terms of the
laws, so as to receive the full amount of bonds to which they will be
entitled, tlie whole amount will be about $14,000,000. The acts provide
for liens on tlie roads to secure the State against loss, and the lines will

be about 1,000 miles long and will cost the companies $25,000,000.
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The governorj in bis last message, says

:

SOUTH FLORIDA RAILWAY.

In November last the Florida Railroad Company disposed of its franchise to extend
its road to Tampa and Charlotte Harbor to a new company, who have nndertaken to
construct the road to Ocala immediately, and from thence' to -Tauipa early thereafter.
I have received advices from the State engineer in Boston thjrt 1,000 tons of iron are
now being shipped, and will be in Fernandina, with spikes, chains, &c., sufficient for
ten miles of the road, during the present mouth.
The company has advised me of their purpose to avail themselves of the benefit of

the law granting State aid as fast as they proceed with the completion of the road, aiid
we may reasonably hope that within the year this important thoroughfare will be
opened to Tampa Bay.

It is charged that the governor issued the $4,000,000 in bonds to the
Jacksonvibe, Pensacola and Mobile Eailroad Company improvidently,
and when the company was not entitled to so large a s\im. Tbe law "is

not ck^ar, being loosely drawn, apparently in the interest of the railroad
company. The governor has not favored us with any explanation, but
in his message for 1871 he says

:

RAILROAD BONDS.

Under the constitutional provision authorizing the issue of State bonds in aid of the
" public works of the State," the last legislature authorized the issue of 8 per cent,
bonds to the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad to the amount of $16,000
per mile for the entire line from Jacksonville to the west line of the State, in exchange
for the first-mortgage bonds of the railroad of the same amount. These bonds were
to be deliverd as fast as the road was completed and in running order*.

Four millions of bonds were jirepared and executed, and three millions of them con-
ditionally delivered to the company, and it was expected the work would rapidly pro-
gress so as to reach Marianna by the 1st day of January, instant.

The breaking out of the foreign war is urged by the company as the reason for the
suspension of the work, and in August I proposed to the company a recall of the bonds,
to which, in December, it finally consented, and passed resolutions accordingly.

Matters are now being brought to a focus, and the parties holding the bonds are

daily expected here, when I shall take occasion to communicate more fully, and until

then I ask that no decisive measures be taken on the subjeet.

And in his last message, January 4, 1872, he says

:

In 1870, under act of the legislature, $4,000,000 of bonds were issued to the Jackson-
ville, Mobile and Pensacola Railroad Company in exchange for the same amount of

bonds of the company, bearing the same date and rate of interest.

I have no report of the company in relation to their condition and purposes, but
they have not complied with the law in the extension of their road to the Chatta-

hoochie by 1st July, though I am unofdcially informed that its completion to that point

is now rapidly progressing, and will soon be consummated.
It appears tliat the bonds were intrusted by the company to one of the firms of swin-

dlers who abpund in New York, which, by fraud and villany, have diverted much of

the proceeds from the work for which they were issued, and there remains but

$1,200,000 for the purposes of extending the road beyond the river.

The last million of the four were delivered, and are held in trust to be disposed of

when the amount ot $30;) 000, balance due the internal improvement fund, is paid.

This sum is still unpaid, and remains a lien upon that portion of the road between

Lake City and Quincv.
The losses of the company in uo way involve loss to the State, as the securities held

bv the State can at any time be converted for sufficient to redeem the State bonds.

'l am advised that the interest on the bonds has been paid by the company up to and

including January, 1872, but the coupons have not been delivered at the treasury,

and the coupons upon the railroad bonds held by the State therefor remain uncan-

celed.

Now the State holds an equal amount of first-mortgage bonds of $16,000 a mile ou a

completed road which has sufficient business to pay its running expenses, the interest

on the bonds, and enough to constitute a sinking fund sufficient to discharge the bonds

when due. This being the fact, it is unjust to the people of the State to seek to convey

a difierent impression abroad, and it can only be excused on the ground assumed by the

writer above quoted from the Floridian, that their "only hope is in the utter financial

bankruptcy of the State."
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Oil the railroad policy of the State generally, old and new, lie says

:

KAILROAD POLICY.

In 1855 tho State entered npon a plan for the construction of a system of railroads

that was couipreliensive and highly creditable to the intelligence and sagacity of its

projectors, but which in its results has been ingeniously and almost impercex>tibly

expensive.
Few of the j)eople understand that, besides the United States lands granted, these

roads have cost the State over three miUion of dollars, and have never paid one cent of tax

either on their lands, their property, or their income; yet, so far as can be ascertained,

from the records and sources of information left by the old government, such is the
fact.

The Central Road, (from Jacksonville to Lake City,) sixty miles, sold by the hoard,

in 1868, for .flll,000, or nearly $1,850 per mile, leaving an iudehuite amount of unpaid
interest for the State to meet.
The Pensacola and Georgia, and the Tallahasse Roads, forfeited and liable to be sold

1>y the l)oard, with Sl.4'J4,".'>il() l)onds outstanding, upon which interest was accumulating
against the State of iij(99,7U0 per annum.
"These roads were immediately sold by tho present board for nearly the par value of

the bonds and sufdcieut to discharge them and leave no incumbrance to the State,

except for unpaid interest.

Thus we lind that the railroads cost the State, through the iuternal-im^jrovement
fund and the counties

—

Lands conveved for interest, 1,000,000 acres, at $1 25 $1, 250, 000
Proceeds of lands sold since 1850 to 1868 750, 000
Accumulated interest and indebtedness now existing, probably 1, 000, 000
Amount of bonds given by counties 500, 000

3, 500, 000

The legislature of 1869 changed the plan for the completion of the roads, and ofi'ered

bonds to the amount of $16,000 per mile in exchange for first-mortgage bouds of the
roads. While, individually, I was opposed to further involving the State in connection
with tlie roads, yet the almost unauimous voice of the legislature favoring State
aid, as in most of the other States, I sanctioned the plan; and there would exist no
valid objection had the issue Ijeen confined to the extension of the lines, instead of

feeing issued on tho road already built.

Under the new policy the State holds the roads as security for the payment of interest

and principal, and will derive from §20,000 to $i30,000 annual revenue from taxation of
the lands and property, and income of the road.
Under the old it had to pay from $100,000 to $150,000 annnal interest, after donating

all the State lands within six miles on each side of the road, and both lands and road
were exempt from taxation.
The advantage to the State in a financial point of view, therefore, is from $150,000 to

$175,000 per annum, or sntBcient to pay an aimual interest on a public debt of

$2,-500,000.

The increase of the direct debt is caused by annual deficiencies from
excess of expenditures. This arises in ])art from non-payment of taxes.

There are now due the State for unpaid tivxes, $004,072 45.

The jjiovernor claims, in his messages for 1809, 1870, and 1871, that
extraonlinai-y expenses luive been caused by conspiracies in several
counties, indudnig Jackson, Columbia, and Hamilton, where lawless
men liave overawed the authorities and committed crimes with impunity.
The cost (f criminal prosecutions for 1870 was $58,408 59. The gov-
ernor, in his last message, says:

The, organizatif)n of what were called " democratic clubs"—secret societies, designed
to 8eiz<- tlie (Jovttriimcnt by violence in the event of the assurance of tho election of
Seymour and JMair

—

wliich elul)s ))ccame afterwards flic Ku-KIux of infamous notoriety
for liiood and cruelty, conipelled the i>urcliase, in IMOH, of 2,000 stands of arms, with
equipments and ammunition, at a cost of $28,000 in bonds.

Tlicse and otiicr extraordinary expenditures amounted to more than $300,000, viz:

The opening and maintenance of a State i>enitentiary, and adniiui8tra,tion of
ciimiual law $150,000

Repairs of State capitol 20,000
Code and digest of laws ;;>5, OOO
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Extra legislative expenses in attempts to corrnpt men to impeach the gov-
ernor and judge ^ (C;30 000

Payment of scrip issued by constitutional convention *25' 000
Engraving and printing bonds and scrip, and purchase of safe for comptrol-

ler's ofHce 8 doo
Purchase of arms and ammunition, and organization of militia 40,000
Organization and maintenance of emigration bureau lo' 000

Total J^OS, (lOO

These causes have increased expenses, while the same element lias
labored to depress the credit of the State. In the same message the
governor says

:

The objects and purposes of these opponents of just and equal laws and the succe.'^s-
ful administration is candidly admitted by one of the ablest and most candid of tlie

legal representatives of the opposition, iii tlie leading democratic paper at the seat uf
government. He says

:

" No greater calamity could befall the State of Florida, while under the rule of its
present carpet-bag, scallawag officials, than to be placed in good financial credit. *
"* * Our only hope is in the State's utter financial bankruptcy ; and Heaven
grant that that may speedily come. On the other hand, establish for the State finan-
cial credit on Wall Street, so that Florida bonds can be sold by Reed & Co. as fast as
issued, and you give these foul harpies a life-tenure of these offlces. * i. *

The temporal salvation of tlie tax payers is in having scrip low, so that they can Imy
it to pay taxes with, and in having the State's financial credit low, so that Reed & Co.
can't sell State lionds so as to raise money with which to perjietuate their hold on ofiice."

Floridian, August 1, 1871.

These causes have compelled the State to carry a floating debt at high
interest, while her credit is depressed, and her warrants are a subject
of speculation at heavy discount.

The population of Florida has increased since 1860 over thirty-three
per cent.

The total taxation levied in 1870 was

:

State 1^234,672
Counties 168, 387
Cities and towns 79, 009

Total 482,070

The valuation of property in 1871 was , $34, 673, 753
Increase since 1865 of 9, 673, 753
Census valuation 44, 163,,655

Increase 19, 1G3, 655

In 1870 the State had lands unsold estimated at 10,718,437 acres,

and the governor claimed that there were 5,000,000 acres more due the

State umler existing acts of Congress. It is said that since 1870 lauds

have been granted to railroads, but we have not the fticts. There are

401 miles of railway, which cost $15,245,000.

The agricultural products were valued in 1870 at $8,909,746. Im-

proved lauds were valued for taxation at $2 14 per acre. The value

of the product exceeds the value of the land cultivated.

The receipts for the year 1870 were $192,488 60. The exjienses of the

State government for 1870 were $295,078 50, of which over $70,000 was
for courts and prosecutions; $16,000 for the penitentiary; $15,000 for

repairing the State capitol, and $17,000 for schools and seminaries;

leaving $177,000 for all other purposes.

The taxes assessed for 1871, bv the State, $219,052 85, o which

$159,653 49 was for State purposes, $29,699 98 for schools, and the

same sum for sinking-fund.
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RATE OF TAXES.

There is required, under the operation of the existing revenue laws, to l)e

levied on every $100 value of property foi- State taxes proper, (by this

is meant tJie actual expenses of carying on the government) 87 cents.
General sinking-fiuid and interest 80 "

Special sinking-fund ; 10 "

General school-fund 10 "

Making the rate $1 :^7

There was expended for schools in 1871, 838, 289 01, 12,032 chikben
attending. Whole nnniber of school-age, 00,045.

The expenses for 1871 were $410,491 19 ; the receipts from all sources,

$275,005 59.

The following is the comptroller's statement for Jauuaiy, 1872

:

RECEIPTS AND DISCUKSEMENTS.

The receipts at the Treasury during the liscal year ending
December 31, 1871, amount to $275, 005 50

For school-fund tax $15,742 63
For sinking-fund tax 29, 126 76
For revenue, 1867 515 03

For revenue, 1868 526 44

For revenue, 1869 1,141 70
For revenue, 1870 74, 411 14

For revenue, 1871 J 49,440 65
For license tax 11,686 88

For convention tax 632 46
For common school fund, (from tines) 558 23
For school fund, (from sale of lands) 7, 288 41

For seminary fund, (from sale of land) 8, 752 88
For penitentiary fund 2, 724 29
For commissions account 190 00

For circuit court seals 7 00
For interest on State debt, (school fund) 57, 330 52
For interest on State debt, (seminary fund) 11, 182 44

For special sinking-fund and internal tax 3, 748 13
275, 005 59

The warrants issued during the year amount to 410, 491 19
Criminal j)rosecutions $4,423 17

J uwu's and Avitnesses 30, 874 23
Contingent expenses circuit court 904 82
Conthigent expenses supreme court 705 50
Contingent expenses State 75 00
Conti7ig(!nt expenses governor 11,000 00
"West Florida Seminary fund, interest 2, 777 43
lia.-'t Florida Seminary fund, interest 3, 407 50
Mainlcnance of lunatics 3,101 (55

I'ost-niortcni cxaiiiinat-ions 20 00
Salaries, executive di']i;ntment 21, 09() 64
Salaries, judical dei)artment 37,294 09
Salaries, military department 1, 875 00
Repairs of capit'ol 999 97

"

Interest State debt, (school and seminary fund) G8, 512 96
Fund for clerk supreme court . .

.'
-• 375 00

Printing 12,782 m
Common scliools ! 70,547 82
Ex])iiiHcs of penitentiary 51, 856 24
Expenses collection of revenue 1,374 19
Exj)en8e8 bureau of immigration 3, 880 00
Expenses lt;gislature, (extra session 1868) 10 00
Exi)ense8 adjutant general's department 1, 225 81
Revenue refunded 44 17

Expenses preparing digest laws of Florida 500 00
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Expenses printino; digest laws of Florida $7, 8.S8 00
Act for relief of Geo. W. Driggs 1, 200 00
Approjiriatioii to A. I^. Woodward 100 00
Appropiiatiou to L. W. Rowley 200 00
Appropriation to J. W. Yearty"^ 124 00
Expenses of iuipeachmeut 1, S'30 12
Expenses boards of registration and judges of election 45 00
Expenses safe for comptroller's office , 1,500 00
Expenses of election 561 87
Appropriation to Dennis &, Barnes 590 25
Expenses first session sixteenth legislature 62, 256 78
Expenses printing bonds 2, 081 30
Expenses j)rinting supreme court report 2, 500 00

.$410,491 19

The agTicultural productions were valued and e.stimated, excluding
cotton, sugar, and rice, for 18G5 to 1SG9, and including all for 1870 and
1871, at $34,548,814. Cotton from 1865 to 18(30, 820,000,000. Total,

854,548,814. More than double the total assessed value of property in

1865.



168 REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

^5

c--^
^ o



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 169

ALABAMA.
SUMMARY.

Deif.

ISCO.

Debt $5,939,054 87

18G5.

Old debt .• $0,221,186 45
Rebel debt i:!, 094,732 95

Total 19,:U5,919 40
Increase since 1860 13, :'.76, 264 53
Increase, exclusive of rebel debt 281,.531 58

1868.

Debt $7,904,398 92
Rebel debt repudiated
Increase since 1865 633, 212 47
Increase since 1860 1, 964, 744 05
Prospective liabilities for railroatls, under general acts 1867, granting

aid at tbe rate of $12,000 per miles, (estimated) 17, 705, 000 00
Total debt and liabilities • 25,609,398 92
Increase since 1860 19, C)Gd. 744 05

1872.

Debt, (estimated) , $9,306,907 37
Increase since 1868 1, 402,568 45
Prospective and contingent liabilities, (estimated) 29, 620, 000 00

Existing contingent liabilities September 30, 1871—raih'oad 15, 420, 000 00

Estimated prospective liabilities for roads commenced 14,200, OUO 00

ASSETS.

1860.

Balance in treasury $604, 657 04

Loans to and stock in railroad

1865.

Balance gone
Railroad dexireciated

PKOrERTY.

1860.

As.ses.sed value 432,198,762 00

Slaves 152,278,000 00

Balance 279,920,762 00

1805.

Assessed value $123,946,475 00

Loss since 1860 k 308,252,287 00

Loss, excluding .slaves 155,974,287 00

Total loss of debt and assets, excluding slaves 169, 955, 208 57

1870. I

As-sessed value $156,770,387 00

Gain since 1865 32,823,912 00

Ccn.sus valuation 201-, 8.55, 841 00

Gain since 1865 77,909,366 00

Estimated value of agricultural products since tbe war : Indian corn,

wheat, rve, oats, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, and hay,

1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, as per agricultural reports, and of all farm
products for 1870, as per census 206,310,011 00

Estimated value all products 1871 66, 000, OOOJK)

Total 272,310,011 00

Estimated value cotton for 1865-'66 to 1868-'69 140, OOP, 000 00

Total ~ll2,310,011 00
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1860.

The debt of Alabama iu 1860 was 85,939,651 81, composed as follows:

Bonded dobt $3,445,000 00
Sixteeath-sectiou fund 1,524,087 00
ValiieU'ss sixteeuth-sectiou fund 97, 091 '21

Duo three per cent, fund under act approved February 18, 1860 204, 389 80

Total '- 5,939,654 87

The bonded debt was what remained of the indebtedness contracted
by the State in 1828 to 1837 iu establishing and aiding banks. The
amount other liabilities on that account amounted, in 1811, to $15,400,000,

as aijpears by letter of the Secretary of the Treasury to the llouse

of Representatives, Twenty-seventh Congress, second session, Ex. Doc.
Ko. L'51, the banks failed, and the State paid the interest and
gradually reduced the j)riucipal until 18G0, when it was $3,415,000.

The. remainder of the debt, being $1,825,508 07, consisted of trust-funds,

principally derived from grants of the National Government in aid of

education, the proceeds of which had been used by the State, whereby
slie had become responsible for the amount which she has assumed as
debt in perpetuity, binding herself to pay interest for educational pur-

poses. But this is done by taxation, and therefore the fund affords no
real relief to the people. Exactly when this fund was lost we do not
find. Mr. Joel Riggs, the comptroller of the State treasury in 1851,

said: " Perhaps of all trust-funds none has been so greatly mismanaged
as the school-fund of Alabama." These funds run through all the state-

ments and form part of the present debt.

The State had made large loans to railroads, fi-om which she was
receiving interest and payments annually.
She owned $662,000 in Virginia and North Carolina stocks. The

balance in the treasury was $601,657 05.

There was expended for common schools in 1860, $272,211 94.

The State taxation was $530,107 00
County 309,474 00
Towns, cities, &c 11,590 1,0

Total 851,171 00

The average cost of conducting the State government for 1858, 1859,
and 1860 was $800,969.
The banks had $4,901,000 capital and $2,747,174 specie.

There were 743 miles of railway, which cost $17,591,188.
The assessed value of property was

:

Real estate $155,034,080 00
Personal estate 277, 164, 073 00

Total 432,198,762 00

Estimated value of slaves $152, 278, 000 00
Value, exclusive of slaves 279,920,762 00

1865.

In May, 186.5, the old debt was $6,221,186 45
That contracted in rebellion 13,094,732 95

Total 19,315,919 40

Increase since 18G0 $13,376,264 53
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The triist-finids and balauce were gone; the banks broken; the rail-

roads in bad condition. On the first api)raisenient of projierty since
the w ar the valuation was 8123,040,475. Loss from 1860, 8o08,2o2,287.

Loss, exchiding slaves, $155,974,287 ; total loss in property, balance
and debt, excluding slaves, $160,955,208 57.

1SG8.

The reconstructed government was established in 1808. The rebel
debt had been repudiated. The old debt was $7,904,398 02. Increase
since 1865, $688,212 47 ; since 1800, $1,064,744 05. The State had prom-
ised by act of the provisional legislature of 1807, aid to railroads to be
built, at the rate of $12,000 per mile. The prosjjective liabilities of the
State under this act, at the rate of $12,000 per mile, on roads which have
since been built, and which may be built, so as to obtain aid, Avere al:)out

$17,705,000.
Total debt and liabilities. $25,000,308 02 ; increase of debt and liabil-

ties siuce 1800, $10,009,744 05.

1872.

At the close of the fiscal year 1871 the debt was $8,484,010 78. It is

estimated now, by increase from the Alabama and Chattanooga Kail-

road and other debts, at $0,300,007 37. Increase since 1870, $1,402,-

508 45. Estimated contingent and prospective liabilities, $20,020,000.

The contingent liabilities for railroads were increased by amendments
to the general act of 1807 so as to make the aid $10,000 instead of

$12,000 per mile, and by special acts granting aid to several roads
amounting to $0,000,000. .

The increase of liabilities caused by increasing the aid under the gen-

eral act from $12,000 per mile to $10',000per mile, being $4,000 per mile

on all roads which have been or may be built under the general act,

has added to exivSting contingent liabilities $2,355,000, and to prospective

liabilities $3,550,000. Total increase of liabilities under the general

act bv increase of rate per mile, $5,005,000. Increase bv special acts,

$0,000,000. Total increase by legislation of 1868 and 1870, $11,005,000.

The benefits of the general act are limited to roads which shall have
had 20 miles constructed on the 1st day of November, 1871, and the

law provides that the bonds shall not be sold for less than 00 per cen-

tum.
The bonds are to be indorsed as the road is completed in sections.

On proof that the section has been built by the company from its own
resources, other than those derived from the bonds, and not to be replaced

from their proceeds, the company is bound to provide for the interest on

the bonds, and at the end of five years from the first indorsement to set

apart from the earnings of the road two per cent, on the bonds indorsed,

to be invested in State securities, as a sinking-fund for the payment of

the bonds at maturity.
The State reserves' a first lieu, with the right to take possession and

sell the roads on default. Under these acts there had been bonds in-

dorsed to September 30, 1871, to the amount of $15,420,000, and we un-

derstand that roads have been commenced which, if completed, will be

entitled to additional bonds, estimated at $14,200,000. The contingent

liabilities of the State for railroads on September 30, 1871, as per au-

ditor's report, was as follows

:
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Contingent liaiilities under acts approved in 18G7 and 1870.

INDORSEMENT OF KAILROAD BONDS, &C., TO SErTEMBEE 30, 1871.

Name of road.

Alabama and Chattanooga i

Alabama and Chattanooga, reported excess issued.

E:ist Alabama and Cincinnati
iliibilc uud Alabama Grand Trunk
MoliiU- and ^bmtgomery
Montgomery and Eufaiila
Selma and Gulf
Selma, Marion and Memphis
South and North
Savannah and Memphis

STATE BONDS FOK EAILKOAD PURPOSES.

Alabama and Chattanooga.
•Montgomery and Eufaula..

Total contingent liabilities.

Miles.

60
30
45

100
20

Amount.

84, 720, 000 00
5^0,000 00

320, iOO 00
320, 0':0 00

2, 500, 000 00

960, 000 00
4&0, OU^) 00
7-20, 000 00

2, 200, 00 J 00
320, 000 00

2, 000, 000 00

300, 000 00

813, 120, 000 00

2, 300, 000 00

15, 420, 000 00

The railroad acts were adopted by votes of meu of both parties—that

of 1867 by the provisional legislature, which was democratic, and those

of 1808 and 1870 by the legislatures having republican majorities
;
but

iu no instance, to our knowledge, were party lines drawn on these ques-

tions. We have heard no complaint of the general policy ;
but the ad-

ditional aid of $2,000,000 granted, in 1870, to the Alabama and Chatta-

nooga Eailroad was opposed and is complained of as making the

amount of the liability too great for the security, and charges of cor-

ruption were made against members of the legislature voting for it.

It is also alleged, and appears from official statements before us, that

Ex-Governor Smith issued bonds to this company iu excess of what it

was entitled to receive at the time, amounting to $580,000. The present

governor has refused to recognize these bonds as binding on the State,

and has taken measures to secure their return. We have not ascer-

tained whether the amount issued is greater than what the road will be
entitled to when completed, but it is charged that it is about $80,000 in

excess of the full sum to be granted.
This road having made default of interest the State has paid $545,000,

increasing the debt by that sum. This makes the entire debt of the

road to the State, including excessive bonds which the governor de-

clines to recognize, $7,845,000, to which must be added interest accruing
on $7,300,000 bonds, including excess, or $0,720,000, excluding them.
The State has commenced j^)roceeding to secure this debt bj' taking
Ijossession of the road.

On September 30, 1871, the line was 244 miles long, with 5 miles of

sidings. The road was assessed for taxation, in 1871, as follows.

Valuation of railroads as fixed hy the State Board of Equalization for the year 1871,

Railroads
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for January 13, 1872, (The Commercial and Financial Chronicle,) as
follows: Miles complete, 1,G97; cost, with equipments, $00,856,392;
bein.cj an average cost per mile for roads and equipments of $35,801,
which would give foi' the main line, $8,759,040, and including the side-
track, 88,959,870.

We find the following statement in Poor's Eailway Manual for 1871

:

ALABAMA AND CHATTAXOOGA RAILROAD.

(Consolidation of the northeast and southwest Alabama and the Wells Valley railroad.)

Line of road.—Chattanooga, Tennessee, to Meridian, Mississippi, 296 miles ; sidings
and other tracks, 14. 8 miles

;
gauge, five feet ; rail, fifty-six pounds to yard.

lioUlnfj stock.—Locomotive engines, 20 ; cars, passenger, 20 ; baggage, mail, and ex-
press, 5 : and freight, (box, x^latform, «fcc.,) 400—total revenue cars, 425.

Financial statement.—(June 1,1871.) Capital stock authorized, $7,500,000; paid in,

$2,700,000 ; funded debt, first-mortgage 8 per cent, bonds, dated January 1, 1869, guar-
anteed by the State of Alabama to the extent of .$16,000 ^er mile of comxileted railroad
and sidings, and payable in coin, interest January 1 and July l,and principal Januarj-
1, 1899, $5,220,000 ; and second-mortgage 8 per cent, bonds, dated January 1,1869, (not
guaranteed,) to the extent of .*i9,000 per mile of road, and payable in currency, in-

terest January 1 and July 1, and principal January 1, 1889, .$2,673,000 ; total funded
debt, $7,893,000. The floating debt is reported at about $2,500,000. The company, on
the first day of January, 1371, made default on the interest on its bonds, as well as
those guaranteed for it by the State of Alabama. This State has since paid this inter-

est under an act of its legislature passed February, 1871. The guarantee of the State
was in currency, and the interest was paid in the same ; the company agreed to pay
gold interest. Cost of road and equipment to date, $10,500,000. The company have a
land grant from the United States of six sections per mile of road for all that part
lying within the State of Alabama, in all amounting to about 1,000,000 acres.

There may be some loss to the State, probably not greater than the

difference between the debt, $7,845,000, and assessment of the road for

taxation, $6,120,995, which is $1,724,005. This would cover excessive

bonds, 8580,000; excluding these it would be $1,144,005. The highest

sum the State can lose by this road cannot exceed the trust-funds

misapplied before the war.

The loans and aid to other roads are secured by first liens on the roads,

and if the State be liable actually and prospectively for $21,975,000, the

outside estimate, exclusive of the Alabama and Chattanooga Eailroad,

she will have liens on over 1,400 miles of railroads, which, with equip-

ment, will have cost more than double tlie debt, while the productive-

ness and prosperity of the State will have been -greatly increased and
the treasury directly benefited by the increased basis of taxation. Of
course this result must depend on the faithful enforcement of the law,

but there is no present reason to doubt that every safeguard w^U be
rigidly applied, and if this be done we do not see how the State can

lose. Certainly the investment of her credit in this way is more safe

and expedient than was that made from 1828 to 1837, when the State

became liable on account of bonds issued for subscriptions to banks

in the sum of $15,400,000, as shown by the letter of Hon. W. Forward.

The Secretary of the Treasury of the United States transmitted to the

House of Eepresentatives, June 25, 1842, exhibiting the indebtedness of

the States. That of Alabama for September 2, 1841. (See exhibit at-

tached.)

These bonds were issued in aid and relief of banks wiiich subse-

quently failed. The State met the interest as it accrued, and made pay-

ments on the principal until, in 1800, the amount had been reduced to

$3,445,000. This amount is still outstanding, and part of the present

debt of the State. We have not ascertained what the loss of the State

was by these transactions, but it appears that, after the banks were dis-
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covered to be in a failing condition, measures were taken to suspend the
transfer of State bonds, whereby several millions were saved.

We would not reflect upon the integrity or the prudence of the men
of Alabama of that time. Doubtless the commercial emergency seemed
to them to justify their action; and when disaster came they met it

firmly, and maintained the credit of the State. But the " situation "

after the war, in 18G7, '08, and '70, (the need of internal improvements to

develop the State and bring to market the productions of her soil,) pre-

sented an emergency even greater than tbat on which the former gener-

ation acted, and it must be admitted this generation has acted more
wisely than that, in taking security generally ample for the liabilities

incurred.

The following figures show the progress of railroads in Alabama: 1860,

743 miles; 18G5, 805 miles; 18CG, 839 miles; 1807, 851 miles; 1868, 953
miles; 1869,1,081 miles; 1870,1,396 miles; 1871-'2, 1,697 miles com-
pleted, with lines in construction, which, when finished, will make the
whole number of miles 3,452. Cost of miles completed, with equipment,
860,856,392. The length of lines projected may seem extravagant, but
it must be remembered that Alabama occupies, among the Gulf States,

a central i)osition, which requires through lines to pass across her terri-

tory, somewhat as lines between the northwestern and northeastern
States must pass across Ohio. Alabama is larger than Ohio, yet Ohio
has built 3,859 miles of railway, and projects lines which will increase

the length to 5,491. Iowa has over 3,000 miles, and projects 1,000 more.
Michigan has 2,638, and proposes to make the length 4,177. Missouri
lias 2,864, and is constructing enougb to make her lines 5,103. Indiana
has 3,709, and is building lines which will increase her mileage to 5,542.

Illinois has 6,304, and is making lines which will bring her total to

9,017 miles.

Receipts and disbursanenis for 1870.

RECEIPTS.

From general taxes ou iiroperty, (net revenue) , $9T5, 000 00
From tax on licenses VZO, 000 00
From all other sources 15, 000 00

Total 1,110,000 00

DISBURSEMENTS.

Total SI, 023,706 25
Including

—

For interest on bonded debt, (one year) 307, 354 00
Fur exi^'iiHes in ])aymeut of interest on bonded debt, sterling exchange,

conniiissions, Ac 40,000 00
For interest on trust-funds 2'22, 122 05
For oue-tifth of aggregate revenue received during iiscal year ISGt) 137, 290 20

Total
, 700,766 25

Leaving for otlier purposes 417, 000 00

Disbureementa and receiptsfor 1871.

Balance in the treasury Octol)er 1, 1870 $44, 325 82
Total receipts dining Iiscal year 1871 1,378, 108 85

Total 1,422,494 07
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Total disbursements $1,040,116 99
Includiug

—

Interest on bonded debt I^lf). :U6 00
Interest on university fund -j^, "298 95
Aj^ricultural eollege inud 50, 400 00
Educational fund 6^1,988 22

Total 1,077,033 17

Leaving for other expenses 5G3, 083 72

E.sibnatcs Jor 1872.

The auditor, in his report for 1871, estimates the receipts for 1872.

EECEIPTS.

From general taxes on x>roperty, (net revenue ) •S/'SO, 000 00
From itax on licenses ...: 110.000 00
From tax on railroad companies 10.'), 000 00
From all other soorces 10, 000 00

Total ."
07.'>,000 00

Estimated expenditures ,$1, 219, 156 00
Including

—

Interest on educational and tru.st funds 203, 000 00
One-fifth annual aggregate revenue of 1871, (for schools) 25G, 950 00
Interest on bonded debt, (one year) 521, lOG CO

Total ., 801,0.56 00

Balance of expenses for other purposes 418, 100 00

The auditor, in his report for 1871, states the taxes in 1870, aud we
extract the following- items:
On lands, 4,501,103 acres improved and 13,018,390 acres unimproved;

total, 19,739,532, valued at 881,109,102 03; tax, $007,979 52. Town
property valued at 830,005,780 50; taxes, 8268,865 89. Cattle over six

months old, 109,626 ; value, 81,180,106; tax, 88,851 36. Mules over six

months old, 38,331; value, 84,845,736; tax, 836,042 08. Horses over
six months old, 20,685; value, 82,214,376; tax, 816.599 83. Sheep and-

goats over six months old, 58,409; value, $111,001 ; tax, 8832 50. Hogs
over six months old, 92,858; value, 8277,735 50; tax, $2,083 02. Wagons,
carriages, and other vehicles, value, 81,131,235; tax, $8,480 81. Tools of

all descrii)tion, value, $237,534 50; tax, $1,769 96. Farming implements,
value, 8235,600; tax, 81,744 71. Household furniture, value, $1,691,807;

tax. $12,731 98. Cotton presses and pickers, value, $41,360; tax, $310 30.

Poll-tax: persons, 102,485; tax, $153,727 50. Insurance, foreign com-
panies, tax, $11,869. Domestic companies, tax, $5,716 74.

TAXES.

Assessed on real estate for 1870 $876, 845

Assessed on personal property 1870 - 448, 398

Total 1, :325,244

The taxes levied were

:

By the State '- $1,477,014

By counties ^'^'^~'^J^
By towns aud cities ^'^-^j

'•^'^''

Total 3,003,922
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The amount expended for common schools for 1871 was $590,605 54.

There were 387,057 chiklreu of school age taught.

Treasurers report, 1870.

DISCURSEMEXTS FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES.

Forl866-'67 $51,827 48

Forl867-'G8 123,814 07

Forl8()8-'69 159,130 28
Forl869-'70 294,724 80

Total amount 647,402 52

Disbursement iu 1870-71 590,005 54

Total.--....-: 1,238,008 06

The average cost of conducting the State government for 1868, 1869,

and 1870, was $1,107,080.

There are, in 1872, 1,607 miles of railway, which cost 860,856,392.

The assessed value of property in 1870 was $150,770,387 ; increase

since 1865, $32,823,912. Census valuation, $201,855,841 ; increase since

1805, $77,909,360.
In 1870 the value of agricultural products was $66,532,810.

Estimated value of agricultural products since the war : Indian corn,

wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, and hay,
1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, as per agricultural reports, and of all farm
products of 1870, as per census $206,310,011 00

Estimated value of all products for 1871 6(i, 000, 000 00

Total 272,310,011 00
Estimated value of cotton for 1865-'66 to 1868-'69 140, 000, 000 00

Total 412,310,011 00
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MISSISSIPPI.

StlMMARY.

Dtbt

18G0.
No debt.

18G5.

Debt for ordinary purposes $919, 767 63
Rebel debt, (estimated) 3, 82d' 688 15

Total 4,748,455 78

1870.

Debt $1,177,339 46
lucrease since 1865 257, 571 83

Rebel debt repudiated.

1871.

Debt $2,284,216 40
School-fuDd, (included) 1, 138, 491 21

Balance outstanding 1, 145, 725 19

Increase since 1870 •. . 1, 106. 876 94

Asuets.

1860,

Assets '$2,000,000 00
Seminary fund 88, 000 00

Total 2,088,000 00

1865.

None.

PROPERTY.

1860.

Assessed value $509,472,902 00

Slaves i. 218,315,500 00

Balance .- .---. 291,157,402 00

1865.

Assessed value $134, 131„ 128 00

Loss since 1860 375,341,774 00

Loss, less slaves 157, 026, 274 (;()

Total loss in debts and assets, excluding slaves 163, 862, 729 7.s

1870.

Assessed value $177,268,892 CO

Gain since 1865 ,-
43,157,764 00

Census valuation 207,451,114 00

Gain since 1865 73,319,98b 00
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Estimated value of aj:fricultural products siuco the war: Indian corn,

v.heat, vyo, oats, barley, buekwlaeat, pototoes, tobacco, and bay,

l-;u{), 1867, 1368, 1869, ks i)er agricultural reports ; and of all farm
products for 1870, as per census l|180, 831, 417 00

Estiuiated value all products, 1871 73, 000, 000 00

Total 253,831,417 00
Estimated value cotton for 1865-'66 to 1868-'69 175, 000, 000 00

Total 428,831,417 00

18G0.

In 18G0, Mississippi having repudiated her old debt of $7,000,000, con-

tracted prior to 1840, ior the establishment of banks, had no recoguized
debt. We append ii statement of the old debt. She had assets val-

ned at 8l',0()0,0()0. There was no State school-fund, but the couuties
had funds derived from lands granted by the United States. There was
a seminary fund of $88,000. There were 872 miles of railway, which
cost $24,100,109. The assessed value of property in the State was
$r>()0,472,902. The estimated value of slaves, $218,315,500. Value of

l»roperty, excluding slaves, $291,157,402.

Taxes levied : / ]

State $398,821
County 384,908
Town, city, &c 171,077

Total 954,80(i

The cost of conducting the State government for 1858 was $410,843 GO

;

for 1859, $424,943 31 ; for 18G0, $517,491 94.
f

18G5.

In 18G5 the debt contracted for ordinary purposes was $919,707 93.

We have no olhcial statement of the debt contracted in rebellion ; but
bonds were authorized amounting to $5,000,000, to secure loaus of cot-

ton ; and warrants were issued secured by the bonds. There were, in
18G5, of these bonds unpaid, $3,828,088 15. The rebel debt may have
been greater, but we a<lopt this as the amount. Total debt, $4,748,455 78;

The assets and seminary funds were lost. The poi)ulation had declined,
GG,591. At the first assessment of property after the war the valua-
tion was $134,131,128.

Loss in value of property $375, 341, 774 00

Excluding slaves 156.926,274 0()

In assists 2,088,000 00
By increase of debt 4, 748, 455 78

Ttotal, excluding slaves 1()3,862,729 78

1870.

The reconstructed State government was inaugnratcd in 1870.

$1,471,017 18 of the rebel cotton warrants issued in aid of rebellion
were redeemed i)rior to 1870, and the remainder, $2,357,070 97, were
iini>aid aiul have been j-<'pn'bated. The recognized debt was $1,177,-
339 40. lOxpenses for 1808, $438,113 74; for 180!), $352,881 05; for

1870, $942,()02 42. llic expenses for 1870 were largely increased by



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 181

repairs of the State capitol, lunatic asylum, aud executive mansioTi,
and tlie special executive contiagent fund; amounting in the aggregate
to $401,914 18, leaving for ordinary ])nrposes .$540,748 24. Tlie recerpts
in 1870 were 81,066,002 15, of which 8423,408 was from taxes due in
18GS and 1869, leaving 8642,684 15 collected for 1870. The taxes levied
iu 1870 were

:

By the State i^l,l]8, n."7
By counties "2'

2d'j] CiiK)

By towus aDd cities ' i2j] (r/y

Total 3.544.rt:<I

Of the State tax, $400,000 was for school purposes, and the greater
part of county taxes was for building school-houses aud for schools.
The general State tax is one-half of one per cent, on all property. There
is a poll-tax of $2 on each adult person for school purposes, and a variety
of special taxes are levied. Tbe county taxes on property average about
1 per cent., but iu many counties it has reached 2 per cent., aud in sev-
eral 3 per cent, on the State taxation ; that is, J to 1^ per cent, on t?je

valuation. Exceptional rates were caused by"couuty debts and the
necessity of erecting or repairing county buildings. On December 1,

1870, the debt was stated at $1,791,971 30, of which $1,138,493 21
was due the school-fund, $100,000 was in bonds, and the remaiiider.
$553,480 09, in outstanding warrants aud certificates. On the 1st day
of December, 1871, the floating debt in warrants had increased to
$1,045,723 19. If tbe school-fund and bonded debt stood as on Janu-
ary 1, 1871, the total debt is $2,284,216 40; balance outstanding,
$1,145,725 19. Increase since 1870, $1,106,876 95. There are 985 miles
of railway, which cost $31,993,737. The property in the State was
valued at $177,288,892 ; iucrea>i;e since 1865 of $43,157,764. Census,
$207,642,571; increase since 1865, $73,319,986. The value of agricul-

tural productions in 1870 Avas $73,137,953. The number of free schools
established in 1871 was 3,000; teachers employed, 3,300; pupils in

attendance, 98,600 ; children of school-age, 304,762 ; amount expended,
$900,000. The agricultural productions, excluding»cotton, sugar, and
rice, for 1866 to 1869, and including all products for 1870 and 1871,
were valued aud estimated at $253,831,417 ; cotton for 1865 to 1869 at

$175,000,000 ; total, $428,831,417.
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ARKANSAS.

SUMMAHV.

1860.

Dsbt $4,036,9o'> 87

1&'65.

OM debt. ,fl,.527, S79 87
Itcbel debt, estimated '2, 000, 000 00

Total 6,527,879 87
lucreaso since 1860 2, 490, 927 00
Increase of old debt 490, 927 00

1863.

Old debt $4,820,630 87
Increase since 1665 292, 751 00
Increase since 1860 783, 678 00

1871.

Debt, November 14 $5,361,265 62
Increase since 1868 540, 624 75

Contingent liabilities, railroads and levees, secnred 6, 512, 694 92
Prospective coutiugeut liabilities, railroad and levees 7, 877, 306 00

Total contingent and prospective liabilities secnred 14, 390,000 92

18C0.

Assets

:

Balance in treasury in specie 8331, 523 63

1865.

None.
. 1860.

Property :

Assessed value ". .$180,211,330 00

Slaves 45,075,417 OO

Value less slaves 135,135,913 00

1865.

Assessed value ,«;38, 723, 449 00

Loss since 1860 141,487,881 00

Loss less slaves 9(>,412,464 00

Loss less slaves and increase of debt - 98, 903, 391 00

1870.

Assessed value ! $94,168,843 00

Gain since 1865 55,445,394 00

Census valuation 156,394,091 00

Gain 117,671,242 00

Estimated value of agricultural products since the war : Indian corn,

wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, and hay,

1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, as per agricultural reports, and of all farm
products for 1870, as per census $125, 553, 937 Of)

Estimated value of all products, 1871 40, 000, 000 00

Total 165,-553,937 00

Estimated value cotton for 1865-'66 to 1868-'69 1'20, 000, 000 00

285,553,937 00
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18G0.

The debt of Arkansas in 18G0 Nvas $4,030,952 87 ; 83,002,022 50 were
for banks, secured by 187,710 acres of lands valued at 83,380,172 38.

The balance in the treasury '.vas $331,523 03 in specie. There were 38

miles of railway which cost $1,155,000. The assessed value of i^roperty

was $180,211,330, That of slaves $15,075,4:17. Value of property, ex-

cluding slaves, $135,135 013. The taxes h^vied were :

State $241,633
'bounties 285, 775
Towns, cities, & c 107, 987

Total 635,393

The cost of the State government in 1800 was $108,394 98.

1805.

In 1805 the old debt was $1,527,879 87; that contracted in rebellion

estimated at $2,000,000; total, $0,527,879 87. Increase since 1800,

$2,190,927 00.

The appraisement of property in 1805 was $38,723,449. Loss since

1800, $141,487,881. Loss since'l800. less slaves, $90,412,464. Loss in

property and increase of debt, $98,903,;>91.

1808.

The reconstructed government was inaugurated in 1808: the debt
was $4,820,030 87.

187L

In 1871, ^^ovember 14, the debt was $5,361,205 02. The State had
incurred contingent liabilities for railroads and levees on bonds issued
$0,512,(594 92 and prospective liabilities for bonds awarded to rail-

roads, $7,877,300. Total liabilities, contingent and prospective, $14,-

390.000 92.

Liabilities for railroads and levees are limited to the amount now
reached. The railroad bonds are secured by statutory i)rovision for a
tax to pay interest and form a sinking fund to pay the i)rincipal when
due. They are granted at the rate of $10,000 per mile to land-grant
roads, and $15.0(H) to others. The question of granting aid t^) railroads
wa^ submitted to the people in 1808, and 'was carried by a majority of
21,211. The levee bonds are to be paid from the proceeds of swam^)
lands, which are considered sufficient. On the 1st day of Deceniber,
1871, there had Ihhmi 52 miles of levees built, at a cost of $1,532,238 51,
an»l works amounting to 00 miles more were in construction, which had
cost $is;>.973 41. Kailroad companies had built levees under the law,
whith cost $l(t,(KK),(HH», for which the State had granted them $414,174 93
in levee bonds. The taxes levied in 1870 were:

By Stat<" gQ50,S94
Comities l l,73tf, 760
Town», cit ic«, ktc 177, '£i6

Totol 2 , ?6G , b1>0
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We have the followiug statement from tbe auditor:

— "^-— .' """""'if ^, i^.*,.

The average rate of taxes levied for county antl local purposes is two per cen
Amouut of such taxes is ^1^1,832,803 34, Tlic amouut of suck taxes collected cauuot I

SxATr; OF Arkansas,
Auditor's Ojjicc, Jauuanj 11, 1872.

t.

be
given.
Rates for State purposes: Onliiiary revenue, 5 mills ; school tax, 2 mills; sinking-

fund tax, 2i mills and $1 ;/<>>• cajjito tax for shool purposes. The foregoing rates ami
amounts are for the year 1S70. For 1671 uo reports have been received from the sev-
eral counties.

Very respectfully, &c.,

J. R. BERRY,
Atidiior of State.

The auditor estimates as follows:

Estimated receipts of ordUmry revenue and expenditures, under existing laics, foi- trvo years,
from Juhj 1, 1871, to June :W, 1873, and for balances due front the State, and auditor's war-
rants and treasurer's certificates outstandimj, October 1, 1870.

RECEIPTS.

To be paid into the State treasury, from all sources, for general revenue,
first year $450,000

To be paid into the State treasury, froin all sources, for general revenue,
second year *\\ Sf^O, 000

Total $1,000,000

EDUCATIOX.

The necessity for education was shown by the governor in his first

message in 1808, in which he said :

From reliable statistics obtained from the lists of registered voters, made last fall, it

is shown that 30 per cent, of the white and 50 per cent, of the entire voting popula-
tion were unable to -write their own names. Nothing but a due sense of my constitu-
tional obligations, and an earnest desire to promote the educational interests of the
State, induces me to make this shameful distlosure.

Number of children of school age, 18G9 17(i, 910
Number of children of school age, 1870 1~U, 274

Increase 3, 304

Number of children attending school in 1869 07, 412
Number of children attending school in 1870 107, 908

Number of .school-houses built prior to 1869 632
Number of school-houses built during 1869 and 1670 057

Total 1,289

Number of persons subject to per capita tax, 1808 ?... 71, 891
Number of persons subject to i)er capita tax, 1809 79, 454

Increase , , 7, 563

Amount of tax collected from this source in 1868 652, 090

Amount of tax collected from this source in 1869 01, 4t»5

Increase 9, 365

Apportionment of school tax in 1868 $190, 492 86

ApjKirtionmeut of school tax in 1869 187, 427 08

District tax in 1868 105,2:55 00

District tax in 1869 :320, 583 79-

lucrease 215,348 79
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111 1S71 tliere were children of school age, 182,874. Total cost,

$045,004 59.

Of the school population in 18G9, 130,432 were white and 40,478 col-

ored; of that of 1870, 141,590 were white and 38,084 colored. Of those

attending' school in 1809, 57,117 were white and 10,884 colored; in 1870,

88,583 white and 19,280 colored.

The assessed value of property in 1870 was $94,108,843 ;
gain since

1805, $55,445,394; census valuation, $150,394,091; gain since 1805,

$117,071,242. It is evidcvut that the property is undervalued for taxation.

Arkansas is considered the best cotton State ; the crop of 1808 was
298,000 bales, worth $30,000,000. The agricultural productions of 1808,

includinu- cotton, were estimated at $50,000,000; those of 1809 at

$50,000,(100; those of 1870 were valued at $40,051,943; those of 1871
were probably of not less than $50,000,000. This is over $190,000,000
in four years, double the assessed value of property' in 1870, and nearly
live times that of 1805.

The following statement shows the valuation of proi)erty at several

periods

:

State of Arkansas,
Auditor^s Office, Dcccmhcr 8, 1871.

Respectfully returned. Tlie value of taxable property iu the State for each year
siuce the war is as follows : 1865, $38,723,449 ; 1866 and 1867, no report—estimated at

$48,000,000; 1868, $68,699,716 ; 1869, $69,320,426 ; 1870, $94,873,661 ; 1871, no report iu

yet. In 1860, value of taxable property was $120,475,236, which includes slaves

—

$45,07.5,417.

Very respectfully, &c.,
J. R. BERRY,

Auditor of State.

The expenses of the* State for two years ending July 1, 1870, were
$1,221,703; average, $010,881 50. Extraordinary expenses have been
incurred in suppressing conspiracy and violence.

Documents furnished by the governor sbow that an organization
known as the Ku-Klux Klan existed in various parts of the State iu

1808, and committed many acts of open violence, esijecially just before
and at presidental election of that year. We have pajiers from four-

teen counties, and these are said to be but samples of what are on lile

at the State capital. It appears that the organization was secret and
sworn, jiolitical in its objects, and military in form, having its precinct,
county, congressional district, and State organization and otlicers. It

co-operated with tlie same order in other States, especially in Tennessee
and Louisiana. Its means were intimidation, violence, outrage, and
murder. The cost of suppressing this conspiracj' and of preserving order
was $300,000. It is alleged that the debt has been unjustly increased
by fun<lin.:» certain bonds which were held in England, known as the
"Jlolford bonds," being 500 bonds for $1,000 eacb, with interest from
date, January 1, 1840. These bonds were part of those loaned by the
State to the Keal Estate Bank ; the law jirohibited their sale below par.

It ai)pears that on Septendjer 7, 1840, the Eeal Estate Bank transferred
tJKMn to the-iS'orth American Trust an<l Banking Comjiany, with indorse-
ment in thes(i words, " For value received," as collateral to secure adebt
of $121,330 59, which was appropriated by theBeal Estate Bank. The
trust company afterward, about 1S57, transferred them toHolford &Co.
of Enghind, lor $350,000. The State had never ])aid any interest on
the bonds nor acknowledged the debt. She held mortgages on real
estato to secure it, not, however, considered suilicient to cover the bonds
with interest. The (luestion was whether these bonds should be funded
at their face with interest, or whether bonds should be issued for the
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amount paid upon them by Holforcl & Co., 8350,000, with interest from
trausfer to tliem, or for the amount paid by the :North American Trust
and Banking Compajiy, 8121,330 09, with interest from date of transfer
to them.

In the debate Avhich has been furnished us, Hon. Joseph Brooks, who
seems to have taken the h.-ading part in favor of funding the bonds at
their face, with interest from date, said :

The " hypothecated" bonds, as they are called, are honds numbered from 1 to 500, in-
clusive, letter " C," and were negotiated or hypothecated by the Real Estate Bank of
this State some years ago, in New York City, for a less amount than their face. The
question is asked whether these bonds are included in this bill ? I answer, they are.
I may say this question was before the committee, and it has, doubtless, been before
the mind of every financial man in the general assembly, as to what disposition should
be made of these bonds. The law required that these bonds should not be negotiated
for less than their face value ; but they were negotiated contrarv to the provisions of
the law, and fell into the hands of a Mr. Holford, a British bankeV, to whom the Amer-
ican Trust Company bank owed nearly §400,000. He received these bonds on that
claim, amounting to, say, s.350,000.

Hon. Daniel I. Smith said :

A little more about these Holford bonds, and then I am done with them. They be-
long entirely to Englishmen, not to Americans at all. But the Holford heirs have an
agent in Little Rock. I have talked with him, and he has told me what his instruc-
tions have been with relation to the Holford bonds. He told me more about it, too—

a

good many other things that I really would not tell. I would not tell everything he
told me unless I was obliged to do it. He says that the Holfords have been willing to
take fifty cents on the dollar in the new bonds, for they look upon their claim as a dis-
jnited debt. We propose to give them a hundred cents in the dollar, whether they
w ant it or not

!

We find no denial of this statement.
The supreme court of the State had hehlthat if the Eeal Estate Bank

had .sold the bonds below jiar, it would have been in violation of law,
and the transfer would have been void, and would consequently have
passed no title ; and, without assuming to determine this question, we
are unable to reconcile the action of the legislature in funding these
bonds at par with the rights of the State. It .seems to us, upon the facts

before us, the Holfords were entitled onlj- to the amount paid by the
Trust Company, with interest ; and it woukl have been liberal to have
given them the amount they paid with interest, but when the legislature

allowed them the face of the bonds with interest, being nearly double
what they had paid for them, such action seems to justify the charge of

extravagance, and to provoke, if not justify, those of corruption, which
are freely made against the leaders in that business and those who sup-

ported tiiera. It is proper to add that the measure was not carried on
a party vote.

There are reported 490 miles of railway in the State,which have cost

810,122,000.*

The value of agricultural productions since the war, as returned

and estimated, is, excluding cotton, sugar, and rice, for 1865 to 1869,

and including all for 1870 and 1871, 8165,553,937. The estimated

value of cotton for 1865 to 1869, 8120,000,000. Total, 8285,553,937.

LITTLE ROCK.
^

Those who complain of taxation refer to the city of Little Eock for

illustration. We hsive no official statement of taxes levied, but un-

derstand heavy rates are laid for local purposes and that the city is

being put upon a new basis. It is charged, and, though we have no

* See Railway Monitor, in Financial and Commercial Chronicle, January 13, 1872, p. 51.
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])roofs, we deem it probable tliat there has been some extravagance and,
it may be, corruption in expending fuuds in public improvements, but it

is admitted that the city never before was so prosperous. We annex
the followiug statement of the valuation of property, which shows
almost unprecedented increase

:

St.dement of the assessed value of real and personal property in the city of Little Hockfor the

several years stated.

Tear.
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louisia:n^a.

SUIIMARY.

Debt.

1860.

Debt and liabilities ^10, 099, 074 32

1365.

Old debt, (stated in 1--;T)6) $13,357,999 05
I-.icrea.sed 3, '258, 924 73
L'ebeldebt ., 13,562,500 00
Total debt and liabilities 26, 920, 499 05
Increase 16, 821, 424 73

1868.

Old debt, (ascertained) $14,347,051 02
Total, (estimated) ^ 17, 347, 051 02
Increase since 1860 . ; 7, 247, 976 70
Increase since 1865 3, 990, 051 97

1872.

Debt and liabilities .- $29,619,473 91
Increase since 1863 12, 272, 421 89
Prospective liabilities, (June 1, 187

1
) 12, 245, 000 00

Total debt and contingent ^nd prospective liabilities 41, 864, 437 91

ASSETS.

1860.

Trust funds and balances $2,866,815 31

PKOPERTY.

1860.

Assessed value $435,787,265 00

Slaves 170,333,919 00

Value less slaves 265,453,346 00

1865.

Estimated valne $200,000,000 00

Loss sin«e 1860 23.5,787,265 00

Loss less slaves 65, 453, 346 00

1870.

Assessed value $251,296,017 02

Gain since 1865 51,296,017 02

Census valuation 323,125,666 00

Gain since 1865 123,125,606 00

Estimated value of agricultural products since the war : Indian corn,

wheat, rye,oats, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, and hay—1866,

1867, 1868, 1869, as per agricultural reports, and of all farm products

for 1870, as per census $107,056,463 00

Estimated value all products, 1871 52,000 000 00

Total 159,0.56 463 00

Estimated value cotton for i865-'66 to 1868-'69 160, 000, 000 00

319,0.56,463 00

3860.

In 18G0 the debt proper and tlie liabilities of Louisiana were

.$10,099,074 32, We have no separate statement of liabilities for 1800;

but from tlie American Almanac for 18G1 we find that in 1859 they

were

—
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For property banks $5, 398, 533 33

The secoiul immicipaUty of New Orleans 198, 240 0(J

Total liabilities 5,596,773 33

The indebtedness for banks was incurred from 1824 to 1839, and
amounted in 1841 to $22,200,000, the total debt and Habilities beini?

then $23,375,000. (The statement of the Secretary of the Treasury in

his letter to the House of Ilepresentatives of the 25th day of June,

1842, a copy of which is attached to this report.) This indebtedness for

banks was in bonds, and was secured by real estate. Of the bonds
$4,811,111 10 were still in the hands of the banks unsold; we are not

advised that any loss lias occurred from it. The part now remaining-

unpaid is stated, under the head of present contingent liabilities, at

$4,803,683 33. There had also been issued in 1859 State bonds, in-

cluded in the debt, to the New Orleans and Nashville Railroad Com-
pany, $483,000; the Mexican Gulf Ilailroad Company, $100,000; to the

New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western, $031,000; to the New
Orleans, Jackson, and Great Northern, $884,000; to the Vicksburgli,

Shreveport and Texas, $203,000; to the Baton Rouge, Grosse-Tete and
Opelousas, $01,000. In 18G0, the United States surplus revenue and
tlie school fund?? were about $1,500,000; the balance in the treasury was
$1,148,314 81; the sinking fund, $218,500 50; the banks had $24,496,800

capital, $12,115,431 specie, and $19,777,812 circulation; there were 334
miles of railway, which cost $12,020,204; the property in the State was
assessed at $435,787,265; the estimated value of slaves was $170,333,919;
value, excluding slaves, $205,453,340.

The taxes levied in 1860 were:

State $2,486,932 00
Counties 440,138 00
Towns, cities, &c 2,033,710 00

Total 4,900,780 00

The taxes for general purposes were 29} cents on the $100; the re-

ceipts for 1859 were $2,538,703 19; the disbursements, $2,396,135 40;
the receipts to December 31, 1860, $2,378,793 44; expended for* public
schools in 1860, $650,000.

1865.

The first statement of the debt after the war is for 1866 ; the old debt
and liabilities were $13,357,999 05; increase since 1860, $3,358,924 73;
the debt contracted in rebellion, $13,502,500 ; total debt and liabilities,

$26,920,499 05; increase, $16,821,424 73; the valuation of property was
$200,000,000; loss in value since 1860, $235,787,265; loss, excluding
slaves, $65,453,346.

1868.

The reconstructed government was inaugurated in 1868; the rebel debt
had Ix-eii repudiated and the recognized debt and liabilities, so far as
tlien ascertained, were $14,347,051 02. IJut the governor in his message
of January 1, 1872, in si»eaking of the increase of debt, says:

Tills incrcasf! cou.sists in $3,000,000 employed for tlio repair of levees, $3,000,000 to
take np tlie lloatin;; debt wliicli bad been incurred ])ri()r to the inauguration of tbo
present f;overnnicut

; §2,500,000 subscribed for stock of the New Orleans, Mobile, and
Texas liailroad Couipany, $750,000 subsidy f^ranted to (be same company. The present
iidminiHtration is not i)roperly chargealde with the $3,000,000 for floating debt, because
.t was mostly, if not entirely, created before its incoming.

According to this statement, the bonded and floating debt and liabil-

ities in 1868, at the inauguration of the reconstructed government, were
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$17,347,051 02. Increase since 1800, $7,217,07« 70. Increase since
1805, $3,090,051 97. Part of the increase, I'roin 1805 to 1808, was
$4,000,000 bonds, issued to repair the levees under the act of 1807.
An annual tax is provided to pay the interest and form a sinking fund

to redeem the bonds when due.

1872.

We have no detailed statement of the debt and liabilities since tho
followinp-, of June 10, 1871, by the State Auditor, which shows how they
stood June 1, 1871.

Official statement of the dchts and Uahiliiks of the State of LouMana on the Ist June, 1871

OUTSTANDING BONDS Ol^ THE STATE.

650 bonds of $1,000 each, issued to the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great
Western Railroad Company, iu payment ol stock, (acts Nos. 176 aud
231, of 1853) $650, 000 00

884 bonds of §1,000 each, issued to the New Orleans, Jackson aud Great
Northern Railroad Company, iu payment for stock, (acts Nos. 177 and
231, of 1853) : ...., 884,000 00

298 bonds of $1,000 each, issued to the Vicksburgh, Shreveport aud Texas
Railroad Company, in payment for stock, (acts Nos. 228 aud 231, of
1853)

.' ".

298,000 00
160 bonds of 1,000 each, issued to the Baton Rouge, Grosse Tete and
Opelousas Railroad Company, in payment for stock, (act No. 231, of
1853) r 160,000 OC

1,500 bonds of ^500 each, issued for the relief of the State treasurer,

(act No. 277, of 1853) 750, 000 01

136 bonds of ,$1,00U each, issued to tho seminary fund, in payment of
amount due to said fund on the 30th June, 1857, under act No. 182 of
1847..... 130,000 00

529 bonds of .$1,000 each, issued to the free school fund, in payment
of amount due to said fund, June 30, 18.57, act No. 182, of 1857 529,000 00

80 bonds of $1,000 each, issued to the Charity Hopital for the purchase
of ground, (act approved February 27, 1832) 80. 000 00

46 bouds of $1,000 each, issued to the Mexican GulfRailroad Company,
(act No. 83, of 1828) $46,000
Less 10 bonds of the same company, paid since last audi-

tor's report ." 10,000
36, 000 00

457 bonds of $1,000 each, issued to the New Orleans and Nashville Rail-

road Company, (act No. Ill, of 1837) $457, 000
Less 3 bonds of the same company, paid since last aud-

itor's report 3, 000
454,000 00

1,000 bonds of $1,000 each, issued to defray expenses of building levees,

(act No. 35, of 1865) .... 1,000,000 00
500 bonds of $1,000 each, issued for purposes of the State penitentiary,

under act No. 55, of 186$ 500,000 00

80 bonds of $1,000 each, issued to the Bc?utf aud Crocodile Navigatiou
Company, under act No. 146, of 1869, approved March 5, 1869 80, 000 00

bonds and coupons
5, of 1866 997,300 Od

435 bonds of |1 000 each, ) j^^^^^^ .^^ .settleu.ent of boi
9/ / bonds o |uO^ each, ^

^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^_ 1
738 bonds ot $100 each, )

' '

6,000 bonds of $500 each, issued under act No. 32, of 1870, to provide

for the payment of work done or to be done on the levees of the State. 3, 000, 000 00

134 bouds of $1,000 each, issued for the relief of P. J. Kennedy, act No.

105, of 1870 134,000 00

3,000 bouds of $1,000 each, issued to provide for the payment or funding f

of the floating debt of the State, by the issue and sale or exchange
of State bonds, under act No. 69, of 1870 3, 000, 000 00

4,000 bonds of si.000 each, to defray the expenses ofbuilding levees, under
actNo. 115, of 1867 4,000,000 00
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2.500 bonds of 1,000 cac-li, issucfl to the New Orleans, Mobile and Texas
'

Kailioiid C'uui])any, under the 5th ehinse of the 4thseetion of aet No.

31. of ls7(), which bonds w(;ie, on the 21st day of Ainil, 1«71, ex-

chan;;ed for .stock of .said com[)any, under act No. t).') of 1871, ap-

proved April 20, 1871 $2, .'SOO, 000 00

Total oiitstandin<' bonds of the State lU, ISS, 300 (W

Of the abovc-enninerated bonds, the following arc held in trust by the State, and
belong to the funds .specili(,'d as follows:

To the redemption fund $246,000

To the seniinaiv fund 137, OW
To tho free-school fund 974,00iJ

Total 1,357,000

BONDS FOK WHICH THE .STATE I.S CONTINGENTLY LIABLE.

lAahUUij vf the Slate upDii honth loaned to the Citheun' and Consolidated Banks.

To the Citizens' Bank, due February 1, 187C $;l,2r)5,777 77

To the Citizens' Bank, diu; February 1, 1877 1, 2()4, HSH 89

To the Citizens' Bank, due February 1, 18d4 500, UOO 00

To the Citizens' Bank, due February 1, 188(5 1, 21)1), (JGti ()7

To the Consolid.ated Bank 50,'), 3.50 00

546 bonds of $1,000 each, issued to the North Louisiana
and Texas Railroad Company ; being for ninety-one
(Ul) miles of said road, at !!p6,000 per mile, aet 108 of

1868 546,000 00

474 bonds of $1,000 each, issued to the Mississippi nnd
Mexican Gulf ShipCaual Company, under aet 116, of

1869 474,000 00

7W bonds of tho New Orleans, Mobile and Texas Kail-

road C'omiiany, guaranteed to the said (•ompany, being
for the lir.st six sections of ten (lU) mik'S each, ((iO

miles,) at !ijl2,5U0 per mile, under aet No. 2(>, of 18()0.. 750, 000 00

$4,80.3,683 33

1,770,000 00

Total bonded debt for which the State is contingently liable 6, 573, 683 33

Total bonded debt, (outstanding and contingent) $25, 761 , 983 33

IJECAI'ITULATIO.N' OF THE BONDED DEBT.

Out.standing bonds of the State .$19,183,300 00
Bonds for which the State is (^ontiugently lia))le, and upon wliich the

obligation to pay interest primarily devolves on the corporations to

which the i.ssucs were made \ 6, 673, 683 33

Total amount of the boiuled debt of the State to this ffiito 25, 7()1,983 33

MISCELL.\NEOU.S DEBT.S.

Due Citizen.s' Bank, for money borrowed to pay interest; '

*

]>ayment of which is secured by a jjlcdge of 2.50 bonds of
jl,0(M» eacli, issued Feliruary 6, 1871, underact 5, of 1866,
amended Ijy joint resolulion No. 10 of extra 8essn>n of
1 870 $125, 000 00

Total amount of warrants of all descriptions outstanding
on tlie 3llt May, (inclusive,) 1871 1,7.35,854 67

Total amount of certiricari's of indebtedness outstanding
on the 31st (hiy of May, (iiiciusive,) 1871 251,925 77

Outstanding certitieates of indebtedness, ((;omniouly known
as State notes,) issui'd under act No. 5, of l^OO..' 33,075 00

Balance due to vacant estates 14, 367 12
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Dae noknown owners, proceed gales of runaway Elares
priortol^60 §3,781 GO

Ihie purciia5<;rs of lands for redemption of same 15, 159 77
Dae tLe G-r^eral Government nnder dei)0£it act, (act No.

•200, of Ir-'^T, of the United States) 479,919 14
Amount due the free-school accumularing fimd, the saire
having been borrowed from said fond, under act Xo. 45.
of 1663 : 200.000 W

Amount due the pnbUc land fund, under act Xo. 49, of 1863 117, 275 77
Amount of interest due the several townships, under act
Xo. 152. of 15-57, and act Xo. 4S, ofIcoc, supplementary to
the la&i-mentioned act I... 211, 131 74

Total amount of miscellaneous debts $3,167,490 58

Total debt for which the State is absolutely andcontir^ctly liable 28, 949, 473 91

ACTS OF TlfE GEXEI:aL A5SEi£BI.Y GBjLXTISG STATB AT "- CORPOEaTIOXS,
BOSl>S SOT TET IS5CEI'

Eemaining bonds of the State to be issued to the Mi»5L=.=ippi anti
Mexican Gulf Ship-Canal Company, under act Iso. liG, of 1869:
$474.'X'0 of ~ ^ ' ' ' jU issued to the eaid company and
included in

-
fl26,000 00

Eemainir :
' _.^ ._ .^ ...j issn--! *- ;' v —' t .- .= ^-. ^aid.

Texas I :iy, the entire 1 out
190 mil - : mile, and 91 : _ for.

which L» iacluiicd in the contingent debt, (act "To., l^-i, 01 Ic*jO} 594, 000 00
Bonds of the New Orleans, Mobile and Texas Railroad
Compc-: "' _r of which the " -3

under : i act No. 26, c

:

. e

length L - .^^ 226 miles, at -„ . ^? =2-' TfiO

Less the first six sections of 10 miles ti. ^^) for

which bonds have been guaranteed a: ^ in the
contingent debt of the State .-..-.. T.>j, UO

2, 075, 000 00
Bor; ;

' ^' ^tate to be : ~— ^ " "he New Orleans, Mobile and Texas
E _panr. in with the provisions of the seventh
(T;_ :-— of actNo. _^. ,: .::j 3,000,000 00

Bonds 01 the New Orleans.Baton Eouge and Yichsbnrgh EaUroad Com-
pany, guaranteed by the State to an amount not excer^lzi^ ^12.5C'<J

per mile of said road and its branches, act No. 143, of 1 - ".ted

number of miles, 500.) [The right of the company to t is

disputed bv the r -eral, who has given the o^^— - _ t-^-t it

is only entitled t ] 6,250,000 00
Bonds of the State : . . _ rd to establish the Charity Hospital at
the city of Shreveport, under act 149, of 1569 .-:—-. 100,000 00

Obligations to subscribe for l.'XK) shares of the stock of the ilississippi

Yallev Navigation Company of South and West, as per act No. 84, of
1670.1 100,000 00

Total amount of bonds or aid granted by acts of the general assembly,
to various corporations, prior to 1571. and which bonds are not yet
issued 12,245,iX<> 00

Total bonded and miscellaneous debts of the State and bonds or aid

granted by the general assembly, &c §41,194,473 91

EECAPITULATIOX.

Ont=+*tT?diii?St3+A bonds- i.- -.. $19,1=3,300 00

^ State is contingentlv liable - 6,573,6=3 33

r....! 3,157, 4;^J 53

^.„..^ . . ...^ ^.„„ .cd by acts of general assembly priorto 1571 12,245, GcO OO

41,194,473 91

13 KK
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I, James Graham, auditor of public accounts, State of Louisiana, do hereby certify

that the foregoing is a complete and correct statement of the debt, present and event-

ual, of the State of Louisiana.
JAS. GRAHAM, Auditor.

New OelE/VNS, June 10, 1S71.

From this statement it appears that the direct debt on June 1, 1871,

Tras:

Bonded $19,188,300 OC
Miscellaneous 3,187,490 88-

Total direct debt June 1, 1871 22,375,790 58

The governor, in his message of Janua]?y 1, 1872, says the debt is now
about $23,045,790 59

Add existing contingent liabilities, June 1, 1871 6, 573. 683 33
Total debt and existing contingent liabilities 29, 619, 473 91

Increase since 1868 12,272,421 89

Prospective contingent liabilities for aid by bonds to internal improve-
ments, for which bonds are not yet issued, (June 1, 1871,) $12,245,000;
total debt bonded and miscellaneous and existing contingent liabilities,

and prospective contingent liabilities, $41,804,437 91. If we deduct
from the existing contingent liabilities those for banks, which are well

secured, the amount of existing debt proper and contingent liabilities,

excluding those for banks, will be

—

Debt proper ..j $23,045,790 58
Contingent liabilities for railroads, &c 1, 770, 000 00

Total 24,815,790,58

Of the debt proper, the State holds in trust ^1, 337, 000 00
Which leaves (a debt outstanding and to he provided for by the State) 23, 458, 790 58

The governor, in his last message for 1872, says :

The bonded debt on Tvhich interest is being paid is $19,858,300, the annual interest
on -which amounts to $1,403,820. Of this debt, $1,357,000 in State bonds have been pur-
chased, and are held by certain trust funds in the treasury, which, if cancelled, would
reduce our interest-paying debt to $18,501,300, and the annual interest to $1,322,400.
Tbecouditiou of our State iinances demands your most serious attention. There-

port of the State auditor will show a deficit for the past year of nearly two millions of
dollars. Tliis has been caused by the inethciency of tax collectors and the enormous
appropriations made at the last session of the general assembly in excess of the reve-
nue. To meet this deficiency, two things are necessary : lirst, a reduction to the mini-
mum of all the expenses of the government; and, second, a vigorous and efficient col-
lectio)! of the reveuue. This is practicable, and the best solution of the problem I
have b(;cn able to advise.
The amount necessary to pay salaries of officers need not exceed $320,000 ; that for

mileage and per diem of moiuijers and the contingent expenses of the general assem-
bly, iict'd not exceed $125,000 ; while all other exiieuses, payable from the general fund,
including tliose necessary for support of the militia, of public institutions of a charita-
ble character, such as institutions for the deaf, dumb, and blind, the insane asylum,
and tlie charity hospital of New Orleaus, and for rent of i)ublic buildings, «S:c., need
not exceed $120,650.
The intert'Ht on our State debt amounts to $1,403,820 per annum. It requires $400,000

to maintain our public-school system.
Tlio hinr mills assessed for the general fund is believed to be sufficient to pay the

salaries of oliiccrs and tlie current expenses of tiie machinery of government.
1 dcsiri! to call your particular att<!ntion to the decision of the supremo court in tho

case of The State ex jc7. Salomon and Simpson rs. James Graham, State auditor, in
which the doctrine relative (o a])pro])ria(ions is laid down in tho following language :

"But it ia coutcuded by tho relators that tho approjtriatiou does not create a debt,
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'because the money is presutned to be in tbe treasury.' This raises the very serious
question, -whether or not the legislature can make appropriations unless there be
money to meet the warrants authorized thereby, either actually in the treasury or pro-
vided for by the revenue bill. The power of appropriation 'is the right to apply to
public punioses money in the treasury. Article 104 of the coustitutiou declares, ' No
money shall be drawn from the treasury but in pursuance of specihc appropriations
made by law.' An appropriation is an authorization to the auditor to check upon the
treasury for moneys then deposited. If, therefore, the revenues be inadequate to meet
the interest of the public debt, and the current expenses of the necessary State ao-en-
cies to preserve the Government, an appropriation (whereby the liabilities of tlie State
are increased) for any other purpose than for the support and maintenance of the
machinery of. government, is a debt within the meaning of the constitutional amend-
ment, which declares * that, prior to the first day of January, 1690, the debt of the State
shall not bo increased so as to exceed twenty-live millions of dollars.' "

From this it will be seen that the legislature has no power to make any appropria-
tion for any purpose whatever, "unless there be money to meet the warrants author-
ized thereby, either actually in the treasury or provided for by the revenue bill." In
other words, when an appropriation is made, its payment must also be provided for
by the assessment* of an additional tax, or the act will be obnoxious to the constitu-
tional amendment limiting the State debt to $;25,000,000 prior to 1890.

Nor do I believe that, under this decision of the supreme court, the State auditor has
authority to issue any warrant upon the general fund for other than the necessary
current expenses of the government, until it is ascertained that the j^ortion of the rev-
enue which is set apart for the general fund will be in excess of the total amount re-

quired for such legitimate oxj)ense8 of government.

The decision of the supreme court, mentioned in the foregoing ex-

tract, annuls certain appropriations made by the legislature of 1870-'71,

hy which the debt "would otherwise have been largely increased. An
amendment to the State constitution, adopted in 1870, provides that
the debt shall not be increased beyond $25,000,000 prior to 1890, except
to meet interest on the public debt and current expenses of necessary
State agencies to preserve the government.
The effort of the legislature seems to have been to avoid this amend-

ment, by making appropriations in excess of the funds in the treasury
and of current receipts, without providing means to pay them ; but the
decision of the court has defeated this i^lan.

If existing contingent liabilities be considered as debt, the constitu-

tional limit was passed before it was fixed, and no new debt can be
contracted beyond what is necessary for current expenses. If such
liabilities be not included, the annual deficiencies for current ex-

penses and interest will soon bring the debt i)roper, which was
$23,045,790 58 on January 1, 1872, and increasing at the rate of over

$1,000,000 a year by deficiencies, to the constitutional limit of

$25,000,000. We may therefore assume that no additional debt, save
for current expenses, can be created under the coustitutiou prior to

1890. It is not understood, however, that the amendment affects the

prospective contingent liabilities of the State arising under acts passed

prior to its adoption, and therefore these will stand, as stated by the

auditor June 1, 1871, and may become actual contingent liabilities, if

the companies comply with the terms of the laws.

Of the increase of the debt since 1868, the governor in his message
of January 1, 1872, says

:

This increase consists in three million dollars, employed for the repair of levees.
# » » # q'^^.Q jj„^l a, i^ajf millions subscribed for stock of the New Orleans, Mobile

and Texas Railroad Company and seven hundred and filty thousand dollars subsidy

granted to the same company. » » * * And the wisdom of the several acts involv-

ing the increase is generally conceded and almost nuiversally approved.

We have heard no complaint of the policy of the acts granting aid to

and taking stock in the Xew Orleans, Mobile and Texas Itaih'oad

Company. The road will be of reat advantage to the State, and the
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Btock may not be wholly lost to the treasury. We take the following

statement of the condition of the road from Poor's Eailroad Manual, 1871:

NEW ORLEANS, MOBILE AND TEXAS RAILROAD.

(Chartered iu Alabama, November 24, 1866; in IVIississippi, February 7, 1867; in Lou-
isiana, August 19, 1869 ; and in Texas, January 19, 1869. An act of Congress ap-

l)roved March, 1868, empowers the company to Ijuild and maintain bridges over and
across the navigable waters of the United States upon the line of their road; and
declares said road and bridges a post-road.)

Main line

:

Mil«8.

Mobile, Alabama, to New Orleans, Louisiana 140

New Orleaus, Louisiana, to Sabine River, (Texas line) 227

Sabine River (Louisiana line) to Houston, Texas 108
475

Branch lino

:

Vermilionville, Louisiana, to Shrevoport, Louisiana 195
• -;

Total length of track as projected 670

In operation :

Mobile, Alabama, to New Orleans, Louisiana ' 140

New Orleans, Louisiana, westward, (1st section) 85
225

Old load, (being reconstructed,) Sabine River to Houston 1 108

The whole line between the present terminus to Houston is in rapid progress, and
is expected to be opened for traffic within a period of two years. The division between
New Orleans and Mobile is operated tem]Jorarily in connection with the Mobile and
Ohio Railroad. .

State and municipal aid has been liberally advanced for the prosecution of this
enterprise, which is being carried on by an association of capitalists. The State of
Louisiana, in aid of the i)art of the road within its boundaries, has made an absolute
donation of $3,000,000 in 8 per cent, bonds, subscribed to the company's stock to the
extent of $2,500,000 in like bonds, and indorses tlie company's second mortgage bonds
to the extent of $12,500 per mile of road. The city of Ncat Orleans has granted to the
compauy the perpetual use of depot grounds in said city, Avorth about $1,000,000. And,
by special laws, the States of Alabama and Mississippi have exempted the company
from all taxes, of whatever kind or nature, in those States, except a tax of 3 per cent,
on all dividends paid to stockholders.

FINANCIAL STATEftlEKT.

The parties who constructed the line from Mobile to New Orleans, and secured the
line from the Sabine to Houston, furnished all the means necessaiy for the construc-
tion, equipment, and operations of those two divisions. The expenditure and valua-
tion on the work already done amounts to $10,740,000, distributed as follows

:

Mobile and New Orleans division, 140 miles $5, 000, 000
Work d(mo and paid for on New Orleans and Sabine division, 227 miles 2, 500, 000
Texas division, (valuation,) 108 miles 3,240,000

The resources of the comiiany for the New Orleans and Sabine division (227 miles)
are as follows

:

Donation by the State of Louisiana $3,000,000
Capital stock, ($2,500,000 subscribed by the State of Louisiana,) $25,000 per
mile 5,675,000

First mortgage, 8 per cent., currency, 7 per cent, sterling, $12,500 per mile. . 2, 837, 500
Second mortgage, 8 per cent., indorsed by the State of Louisiana, $12,500

per milo 2,837,500

14, 350, 000

The funded debt of the company for the road west of the Mississippi consists of two
Bories of bonds, viz, fust mortgage sinking fund (1 per cent, on and after July 1, 1876)
bonds, secured on road and brajichcs west of Mississippi River, in denominations of
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$1,000 or £200, dated May 1, 1871 ; interest, 8 per ceut. cnrreucy, or 7 per cent, ster-
ling, January 1 and July 1, and principal, January 1, 1915, payable in New York or
London ; at the rate of $12,500 per mile on the lino in Louisiana, from New Orleans
to the Sabine Eiver, (227 miles;) $25,000 per mile on all branch lines in Louisiana
west of the Mississippi River, (195 miles,) and $25,000 on the main line in Texas, (108
miles;) estimated amount issued and to be issued, $7,575,000. Second mortga<Te 8
per cent, curreucy bonds, dated May 1, 1871, secured by second lien on 227 miles of
road and the indorsement of the State of Louisiana ; interest payable in New York,
January 1 and July 1, and principal, January 1, 1915, $12,500 per mile, or a total of
$2,837,500.

Both, bonds may be registered at option of holder.

The governor, in his message of January 1, 1872, says

:

I am encouraged that your faith in the New Orleans, Mobile and Texas Railroad
Company is about to be most liberally rewarded, and that we are to have speedily
constructed a railroad from New Orleans to Houston, in Texas, and another to Shreve-
port, in our own State.

The wisdom of your legislation on the subject will be fully vindicated, and the aid
at 6ue time believed to be extravagant will be approved by our whole population.

As to prospective contingent liability to railroads, he says

:

It is contingent in that its becoming actual debt is entirely dependent—iirst, upon
the construction of certain railroads, for which the State has agreed to indorse second-
mortgage bonds for $12,500 per mile, the companies having the right to issue first-

mortgage bonds for the same amount ; and second, upon the foolish presumption that
these roads, with all their franchises, rolling-stock, fixtures, trade, «&c., will not be
worth $25,000 per mile, the aggregate of the first and second mortgage bonds.
In the first place, there is not the slightest probability that any of these roads, except

theNew Orleans, Mobile and Texas Railroad will be constructed; and, in the second place,

if every one of them should be built, the State would be amply secured from ever
having to pay the indorsement, for the reason that the roads chartered, if constructed,
would be worth four times the amount guaranteed.

As to one of the railroads to which the State is bound contingently,

we have the following letter from Mr. Morey, a Representative in Con-
gress from Louisiana

:

Forty-second Coxgrhs.s United States, House op Representatives,
Washington, D. C, Jamianj 26, 1872.

Hon. Job E. Stevenson, M. C. :

Dear Sir : On the authority of the President of the company, as well as of other

directors, I can state that the N. O. & B. R. N. R. R. Co. are before the Louisiana legisla-

ture asking that their act of incorporation of this comj^any be so amended that by the
consent of"the company the State be released from the " contingent debt" of $6,250,000

to be incurred by the indorsement of the second-mortgage bonds of said company.
(See paragraph marked A, in acqompanying list.)

Yours truly,
FRANK MOREY.

We have received from the executive department of Louisiana a

pamphlet by Mr. O. D. Bragdon, private secretary to the governor, from
which we make some extracts, not affecting the amount of debt, but
illustrating the policy of the State and her condition, past and present.

We do not quote this pamphlet as official, although it purports to have
been compiled from the State records 5 but we assume it is sufficiently

accurate for purposes of illustration. We make the following extract

bearing on the railroad policy of the State before the war:

In 1837 the general assembly granted bonds of the State to the amount of $500,000

to the New Orleans and Nashville Railroad Company. That such a railroad was pro-

jected has several times been reported, but all must acknowledge their iua,bility to

discover any other evidence of its having existed than that the State of Louisiana is

not only paying $30,000 annual interest on the bonds, but that she has the unpleasant

prospect of paying the $500,000 principal. Again, in March of the following year the

Mexican Gulf Railroad Company was granted State, bonds to the amount of $100,000,

the principal and interest of sixty-four of which bonds have already been paid, and our

statement shows still outstanding, in favor of the company, the remaining $38,000.

The railroad, to aid in whose construction these bonds were granted, was built un-
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doiibteclly tliroush the same territory as the New Orleans and Nashville Railroad, nor

does a single rail or sleeper remain to mark the lino of its projection.

The general assemhly of 1853 authorized bonds of the State to he issued to railroad

enterprises as follows:

To the New Orleans, Opelonsas and Great Western Railroad Company $1,200, 000

To the New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad Company 1,600,000

To the Vicksbnrgh, Shreveport and Texas Railroad Comjiany 800, 000

To the Baton Rouge, Gross-Tete and Opelousas Railroad Company 160, 000

Making a total of 3,760,000

In 1854 the legislature invited the city of New Orleans also to indulge in railroad

grants. It authorized the city to grant its bonds in aid as follows :

To the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western Raih'oad Company $1, 500, 000

To the New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad Comi^any 2,000,000

To the Pontchartrain Railroad Company 1,500,000

Total 5,000,000

This amount, added to the $500, 000 that had been previously granted by the city to

the New Orleans and Nashville Railroad Company, made a total indebtedness incurred

by the city of New Orleans, for railroad purposes, of $5, 500, 000.

We have thus an aggregate of $9, 860, 000 of State and city bonds that were author-
ized to be issued to railroad enterprises. Of this amount were actually issued, on which
interest has been and is being paid

—

By the State

:

To the New Orleans and Nashville Railroad Company ^500, 000
To the Mexican Gulf Railroad Company 100, 000
To the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western Railroad
Company 650,000

To theNew Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad Com-
pany 884,000

To the Vicksbnrgh, Shreveport and Texas RaQroad Company.

.

298, 000
To the Baton Rouge, Gross-TSte and Opelousas Railroad Com-
pany 160,000

$2, 592, 000
By the city ofNew Orleans

:

To the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western Railroad
Company §1,500,000

To the New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Raihoad
Company 2,000,000

To the New Orleans and Nashville Railroad Company 500, 000
To the Pontchartrain Railroad Company 500, 000

4,500,000

Total 7,092,000

Now, what has been accomplished by this immense increase of State and city indebt-
edness ? Wbat number of miles of railroad constructed by these several companies
can be counted in the State of Louisiana

:

Built by the New Orleans and Nashville Railroad Company None.
Boilt by the Mexican Gulf Railroad Company None.
Built by tlie New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western Railroad Company 80
Built by II le New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad Company 85
Bailt by Ihe Vicksburgh, Shreveport and Texas Railroad Company 91
Built by the Baton Rouge, Gross-Tete and Opelousas Railroad Comiiany 20
Bnilt by the Pontchartrain Railroad Company 5

Total 281

At a <f.st to the State jind city of $7, 092, 000, or at the rate of $25, 238 43 per mile, and
neither Slate nor city h:i« a penny's worth of direct pecuniary interest in any one of
the roads.

, LEVEES.

Wf have liciird no objection to the policy of ropairinj]: the levees, nor
any (loi)inl ol" the necessity of expending 'the $3,000,000 appropriated
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for that purpose by the present government-; but it is charged that
the money was not faithfully applied to the work. We have no evidence
on this point, though it is generally conceded that the levees are not
in good condition, whether from neglect or from extraordinary floods
and breaks or from inherent defects in the general plan, we have not
the facts to determine.
The governor, in his message January 1, 1870, says

:

On this most important subject I have much, to say. Upon these -works depend the
prosperity of our State in her agricultural and railroad interests. Possibly Ne-w
Orleans might exist upon the commerce passing between the great Northwest and the
outer -world, because of her position on the Mississippi River; ijut the wealth of the
State is dependent upon the completeness and safety of our levee system, and it de-
serves and should have, as it has heretofore, your most earnest consideration. For the
first time in the history of Louisiana, one comprehensive plan has been adopted, and
let us hope it will be effective.

You will find a condensed and comprehensive view of the magnitude and importance
of the levee system in the report of the board of engineers. You will see that Engineer
Van Pelt estimates that over four millions of cubic yards are required to repair the
levees from Red River to Fort Jackson. You will find that Generals Humphreys and
Abbott estimate that over sis millions of yards will be requii-ed to raise the levees to
their old grade, and over thirty-five millions of cubic yards to the new grade. You
will find that there has been built under the board of "public works 6,380,000 cubic
yards. You will find that over eight millions of cubic yards have been built in the
parishes of Carroll, Madison, Tensas, Concordia, and Pointe Coupee since the war, and
that over fourteen millions of cubic yards have been built in the State during this time.
You will also find the cause of this vast increase in quantity over the estimates of
former years.

We have not the report referred to, but find the following reference
to it in the pamphlet of Mr. Bragdon

:

The following extract from the report of the State engineer for the year 1870 pre-
sents an estimate of the contents of all the levees in the State in 1860 ; of the number
of cubic yards of the same built by the respective boards during the ten following
years ; of the number of cubic yards required to complete the levees to their grade of
1870 ; and the percentage of wear and tear for ten years

:

Cubic yards.

From Arkansas line to Red River. 250 miles 15,000,000
From Red River to Fort JacksonJ 290 miles 15,000,000
From Baton Rouge to Fort Saint Philip, 2U0 miles 9, 000, 000

Total on the Mississippi 39,000,000

On the Lafourche, both sides for 70 miles .3,-500,000

On the Atchafalaya 3,500,000
On the Red, Black, Ouachita, and others 5,000,000

Making a total for the State 51,000,000

Amount of work done since 1865 is as follows :

Cabic yards.

By the Duralde board, cash contracts - 4,674,414
By the Duralde board, time contracts 2,495,800
By the Oglesby board 362,350

By the board of public works 4, 736, 265

Total 12,268,829

Still required to complete them to present grade 5, 111,300

Wear and tear for ten years 17, 380, 129

The chief State engineer furnishes the following statement, giving the length of the

leveee of Louisiana as estimated up to the present time

:

Miles. Cubic yards.

On the Mississippi, above Red River 250 15, 000, 000

On the Mississippi, below Red River .' 490 24, 000, 000



200 EEPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

Miles. Cubic yards.

OntheLafonrcbe 150 3,500,000
On the Atchafalaya 70 3,500,000
On the Eed River 300^

On the Black and Ouachita 160 (

s^qOO.OOOOn the Bayou De Glaize oO f ' >

On the Bayou Courtableau 50 J

Total 1,500 51,000,000

Taking the estimate of the number of cubic yards in the levees of the State at

51,000,000, and reckoning their cost at the average ijrice of thirty-three and one-third
cents per yard, we hajre the cost value of the levees at §17,000,000.

The law provides for annual taxes to pay tlie interest on the levee

bonds and form a sinking fund to meet the principal when due. If the
money has been misspent, the loss will not fall directly upon the State
treasury, but on the tax-payers.

Though the situation in Louisiana is admirable for trade, and her
soil is well adapted to agriculture, yet she has great disadvantages.

Lying on the Lower Mississippi, and at its mouths, with a large part
of her most fertile lands and the site of New Orleans exposed to over-

flow at every rise of the river, an extensive system of levees, well main-
tained, is vital to the agriculture of the State and the commerce of the
city.

iie\7 Orleans must have railrpad connections with the interior in order
to draw produce from and send goods to regions away from water-lines;

and even where rivers run, travel and transportation of lighter freights

require quicker passage than can be secured on circuitous courses.

Water routes can be much improved and shortened, and new ones
made almost everywhere.
Understanding these things, the people of the State have been long

accustomed to extend aid to internal improvements—levees, canals, and
railroads—and to commerce.
The extent to which the State has incurred liabilities for such pur-

poses is illustrated by the following table, from the pamphlet of Mr.
Bragdon, purporting to give the debt of Louisiana for a series of
years.

[Extract.]

Public debt for the year 1840 ^23,309,246 43
Public debt for the year 1844 21,433,523 03
Public debt for the year 1845 >.. 18,940,046 76
Public debt for the year 1846 16,609,022 70
Public debt for the year 1847 15,287,013 87
Public debt for the year 1848 14,874,021 49
Public debt for the year 1850 11,593,699 12
Public debt for the year 1851 11,593,699 12
Public debt for the year 18.V2 11,766,407 44
Public debt for the year 1853 9,841,937 41
Public debt for the year ie.'.4 12,459,349 93
Public debt for the year 1855 12,768,736 35
Public debt for the year 1856 10,703,142 05
Public debt for the year 1857 10,600,779 93
Public debt lor the year l.S")8 10,701,641 75

I Public debt for the year 1H.7J 10,023,903 58

I
Public debt for the year 1800 10,099,074 32

I Public debt for the year 1601 10,158,182 12
' Public debt for tiio yeas 1864 12,000,000 00
Publicdebt for the year 1860 11,182,377 14
Public debt for the year 1867 13, 357,999 05
Public debt for the year 1868 14,347,051 02
Publicdebt for liio year 1870 23,427,952 29
Public debt for the year 1871 22,357,999 05
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186S $228,224,186 95
1869 245,985,629 85
1870 251,296,017 02
1871 250,594,417 59

We add debt of 1872, $23,045,790. From this tlie debt woukl seem
to be still below that of 1840 ; but Mr. Bragdoii has omitted to state a
material fact as to the " debt for 1840," which is that it was chiefly contin-
gent liability—created to establish banks, and secured by mortgage
on real estate. (See exhibit hereto attached.)
We refer to this matter only to show that the State has heretofore

incurred heavy liabilities, and has not suffered from tbem, but had been
materially relieved from their burden and the danger of loss when the
war began. We see no reason to doubt that, if she can have peace and
honest government, she can bear her existing indebtedness even if all

contingent and prospective liabilities become actual; and gradually
relieve herself from debt and enter upon a new career of agricultural
and commercial prosperity ; and the first requisite is peace, for without
peace a State can rarely have go od government and never prosperity.
In our report on New Orleans we show the estimated value of com-

merce of that great city to have been in 1870 more than $500,000,000,
but we also show how sensitive the prosperity ofthe city is to every shock
of violence, as indicated in the rise and fall of property. The same thing
affects the whole State.

The following official table shows the valuation of property in the
State for 1800, and since the war

:

1860 1435,000,000 00
1861 469,250,000 00
1865 200,000,000 00
1866 225,000,000 00
1867 242,806,581 00

The marked decline in the value of property from 1867 to 1868 was
caused by violence in the summer and autumn of 1868, which extended
over about half the State, including the city of New Orleans. The
decline from 1870 to 1871 was caused by agitations in New Orleans.

The decline in values in the city is $1,434,622, while that in the

State is only $701,599 43, showing an increase in value outside of

New Orleans of $733,022 57.

EXTRAVAGANCE AND FRAUD.

Generally, legislation increasing the debt and incurring contingent

and prospective liabilities for railroads and canals has not been by party

vote ; but such measures have been supported by members of both par-

ties, often introduced by democrats, and sometimes passed under sus-

pension of the rules by three-fourths votes. And the same practices

have prevailed in legislation in favor of corporations not affecting the

State directly, but granting monopolies and unjust advantages.

It is admitted that the legislature has been lavish in appropriating

the money and the credit of the State, and there are charges of corrup-

tion in matters affecting corporations. On this subject we submit the

following statement, published in the American Annual Encyclopsedia

of 1870. We inquired of the governot whether the account given of the

interview was correct, and received an answer from him, by his secretary,

indorsing it as substantially correct. We do not give it as proof of the

allegations contained, but as indicating the condition of the community

and government

:

At the beginning of tlie session of tlio legislatui'e, much dissatisfaction was apparent

among the people on account of the various schemes for appropriating the pubhc

money, and many charges of corruption were made against that body. A call was

issued, inviting '' all citizens opposed to the financial schemes now pending before the

legislature calculated to increase the burdens of the people, depreciate the bonds, and

ruin the credit of the State, to create monopolies, eat out the substance of the people,
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and cripple commerce," to assemble in mass-meeting, in New Orleans, on the 28th of

January. At this meeting it was stated that the city debt was $17,000,000 and the

State debt $^S,000,000. Instead of efforts to reduce this amount, schemes were on foot

in the logishiture which, if carried out, would increase-the State debt to $54,000,000.

Resolutions were adopted condemning the extravagant measures before the legislature,

and a committee appointed to wait on Governor Warmoth and solicit his co-operatiou

in arresting the alleged corrupt schemes of the legislature. In response to the address

of the committee, Governor Warmoth made the following remarkable statements :

" Gkntlkmen : I am very glad to see you personally. I desire to say something,
however, relative to liiat meeting whose delegation you are. I do so in justice to my-
self and to the government which I re])rcseut. It is a fact, which is palpable to all of

you, that I have, as governor of this State, vetoed a great many bills, a very great

many, making subsidies and grants to individuals and to companies. Those bills, in a
few instances, have been passed over my veto by the legislature. For these acts, of

course, I am personally not responsible ; neither do I believe that the legislature, taken
as a body, are responsible for them. It is true that, in a general sense, they are re-

sponsible for their acts, but it is unfortunately the case that there are a great many
men in our legislature who are ignorant of the manipulations of lobbyists ; men, many
of whom have been only recently enfranchised. They, of course, have to be taken
care of; nay, have to be nursed. They have to be taught and instructed ; and I think,

gentlemen, that, if you will give me the assurance of your support, if you will only
give me the assistance which you ought to give from your standing in this commu-
nity, .we shall be able to restrain these people from running into the excesses com-
plained of in the resolutions which I have already read.

" Let me make one complaint against you, gentlemen, as the representatives of those

in whose behalf you appear. You charge the legislature with passing corruptly many
bills looking to the personal aggrandizement of individuals and corporations. Let me
suggest to you that those individuals and corporations are your very best people. For
instance, this bank bill that is being lobbied through the legislature now. By the
hardest kind of work we have been able to defeat that bill twice in the house, and now
it is up again to be passed. Who are doing it ? Your bank presidents. The best peo-
ple of the city of New Orleans are crowding the lobbies of the legislature, continually
whispering into these men's ears bribes to pass this measure. How are we to defend
the State against the interposition of these people, who are potent in their iniluonce

in this community?
" Take another instance : the five million bond bill, passed through the legislature at

its first session, providing for the issue of bonds, the principle and interest of which
were to be paid in gold, to take up the city notes. That bill I vetoed. By whom waa
it lobbied through? By your Carondelet street-brokers, who crowded the halls of the
legislature and thronged the avenues leading to the capitol, taking out member after

member and suggesting bribes. That bill, as I said, I vetoed, and the very next day
the house of representatives, possibly through the influences of which I have spoken,
l)assed it over my head. The bill went to the senate. I walked into the senate cham-
l)er and saw nearly every prominent broker of the city engaged in lobbying that bill

through the senate ; and it was only by exposing the fact that one of their emissaries
had come into this very chamber and laid upon the desk of my secretary an order for

$50,000 that I was able to defeat it. Sir. Conway, the mayor of your city, came here
and oflcrcd me any consideration to induce mo to sign this bill.

" Look again at this Nicolson-pavement bill, taking $:;J00,000 out of the State treasury
for the benefit of a private company. A gentleman of your city offered mo a bribe of
>i50,000 and one-sixth of the net profits to sign that bill. I told him I could not sign
the bill. Some of the most respectable men in the city are among the directors."

We (.loem it proper to add that leading bankers subsequently denied
tlie diar^^cs against them, and other i^ersons indicated by the governor,
wliile admitting their attempts to bribe him, allege that ho was interested
against them, or tliat ho was not satisQed with the prices offered.

We liave no means of testing thfe truth of these charges. The select
committee now in ISIew Orleans may ascertain how much foundation
they had, but society and government must be in bad condition when
the chief executive and the legislature can be approached with bribes,

and the governor can make and i)ublish such charges against citizens

and tli(! legislature, and admit that he liiraself has been repeatedly ap-
proached with bribes.

BANKS, RAILROAD PRODUCTION, &iC.

In 1871 the banks had a capital of $3,000,000, and held bonds of the
United States amounting to $2,858,000. The amount expended for
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public schools in 1871 was $782,800. Number of children of school age,
264,270. Number taught, 91,500.
There were 522 miles of railway, which cost -^521,789,560, and the total

mileage finished and in construction is 806. The progress of railroads
in the State has been as follows : In i860, 335 miles : 1865, 335 : 1868,
335

; 1869, 375; 1870, 479 ; 1871, 522. The assessed value of property
in the State was, in 1871, $250,594,417 59. Gain since 1865, $50,945,-
417 59. Gain since 1868, $22,370,230 64. The census valuation for 1870
was $323,125,666. Gain since 1865, $123,125,666. Gain since 1868,
$94,901,479 05. The valuation of property in 1870 was $251,296,017 02.
The taxes levied in 1870 were

:

State $2,100,999 00
Counties 4,109,999 00
Towns and cities 279,030 00

Total 6,490,028 00

The county taxes include those levied in the city of New Orleans,
which is included in the parish of Orleans.
These estimated (at 2 per cent.) would be $2,796,964, which, de-

ducted from the county or parish taxes, leaves $1,313,035—the amount
levied in parishes outside of New Orleans. The State taxes levied on
the counties or parishes out of Orleans were about $761,989. Taxes
levied outside of Orleans, including other towns and cities, $2,075,024.
The valuation of property, excluding all towns and cities, was alDout

$90,000,000. This includes what may be termed agricultural property,
and of course some property not employed in agriculture, but, for the pur-
pose of illustration, the $90,000,000 may be taken as the valuation of
property employed in agriculture in 1870, includiug all lands cultivated

and wild, live-stock, implements, provisions, capital, &c. The agricul-

tural productions of 1870 were valued at $51,707,524, being 57 per cent,

of the value of the property producing them. From this it appears
that the taxes on agricultural property were about one twenty-fifth part
of the value of the products for one year.

If we allow one-half the products for labor, and deduct the tax from
the remainder, we have $24,540,727 as the net gain of the property hold-

ers. Such an income from i^roperty valued at $90,000,000 shows either

that the property is undervalued or that it is exceedingly profitable.

We believe the assessment is low, and that such property is not appre-

ciated ; and this is due chiefly to the want of that degree of security

and stability, without which capital will not venture, however tempted.

Since the war the ag-ricultural productions have been as follows, ex-

cluding cotton, sugar, and rice: For 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869. Includ-

ing cotton, rice, and sugar: For 1870, 1871, $159,056,463.

The value of products of rice, and sugar, for 1866, 1867, 1868, and
1869, has not been ascertained. That of cotton for those years is esti-

mated at $160,000,000. Total, $319,056,463.
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Statement of asscssinent and taxes.

1. Total assessed, value of taxable property of the State of Louisiana for the year 1871

:

City $158,214,364 00
Parishes 92,380,053 50

250, 594, 417 50

2. Total amouut of taxes collected during the year 1871, $4,605,475 02.

3. Actual amount of State taxes for the year 1871 collectable this year, to wit

:

City I|2,294,108 27
State , 1,339,510 40

3,63:1,618 67

NEW ORLEANS.

It would be difficult to understand the condition of the State of Louis-
iana "without considering that of the city of New Orleans.
In 1870 the assessed value of property in the whole State was

$254,371,890, while the assessed value of property in New Orleans was
$138,973,915, leaving $llo,307,845 for the State, excluding New Orleans.

The city was under democratic city government until April 4, 1870,
when republican city officers were inaugurated.
The only abatement of civil authority was during the war, and until

1868, pending reconstruction, when the military commanders intervened

to preserve order or to prevent disease. After reconstruction the State
legislature provided for a metropolitan police for the city, and whatever
increase of expenditures arose from this should be attributed to those

who caused it. The reason assigned for this measure is that it was
necessary to maintain order after the national forces were withdrawn.
We derive the following statement of debt, property, expenses, and

taxation chiefly from the messages of the mayor and accompanying
papers and exhibits.

The city debt was: In 1860, $11,258,847 56; in 1865, $13,380,247 68;

in 1868, $16,275,383 66; in 1870, April 4, $18,387,313 SiJ; in 1871, No-
vember 21, $20,066,000, including the floating debt.

Increase from 1865 to 1870, $4,997,066 18 ; increase from 1860 to 1870,

$7,128,466 30; increase from April 4, 1870, to November 21, 1871,

$1,078,686 14. Of the debt, $400,000 is for levees, $1,393,400 for wa-

ter-works, $3,622,000 for railroads, and a part is from consolidation of

adjoining corx)orations.

The mayor estimates a deficiency for this current fiscal year, arising

from ordinary expenses provided for in the budget, of $1,146,250.

The receipts and expenditures of the city, from ordinary sources, from

1860 to 1869, are stated as follows

:

Date. Receipts. Expenditures.

1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869

Total

|2, 245,

2, 689,

3, 585,

2,518,
2,441,

2,724,
3, 494,

6, 019,

6, 309,

4, 460,

396 97
170 83
377 40
456 59
842 03
643 29
470 85
080 23
376 13
874 55

$2,

2,

3>

2,

2,

2,

3,

6,

6,

4,

177,754 60
448, 626 81

051, 983 61

343, 748 56
440, 662 32
731,287 73
442, 484 39
356,821 35
458, 849 48
247, 352 76

36,488,087 87 35, 699, 571 61
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Total expenses for 18G5, 18G0, 1867, 18G8, and 1869, $23,236,795 71

;

average per year, $4,647,359 14. The expenses for 1871 were estimated

at $4,537,860. The largest item of expense is interest on the debt,

$1,373,628. The cost of police appears in the following table :

"

18G5 $421,475 97
186G 494,510 41

1867 561,950 55
18G8 523,904 74
October 1, 18G8, to October 1, 1869 930,809 09
October 1, 1869, to October 1, 1870 725,357 73

1871, (estimate) 805,000 00

The highest cost in any one year before the organization of the Metropolitan Police

Board was $561,950—for the year 1867. Under the metroj)olitan system the cost has been
$800,000 a year ; annual increase about $300,000.

The excess for the year from October, 1868, to October, 1869, when
the police cost $930,809 09, was caused by riots in the autumn of 1868,

and subsequent i^recautions to prevent outbreaks.

TAXATION.

Taxation for general purposes is limited by the charter to one and
three quarters of one per cent. And the total taxation for all purposes
is limited to 2 per cent. We have no statement of the rates actually

levied, but the mayor estimates that the full rate of 2 per cent, will

not pay expenses, which were estimated equal to 2| per cent., and we
presume the full 2 per cent, was levied. The amount of taxes levied

in 1869, and collected during 1870, is stated at $2,943,948 69.

The amount levied in 1870 and collected in 1871, up to December 31,

62,374,830 94. The taxes from 1856 to 1869, were IJ cent, per annum.
In 1855, about the same. In 1854, about 2|. In 1853, If, and in 1852, 2^
per cent. So that though the present taxes of 2 per cent, are high,
they are ^ per cent, less than they were in 1852 and 1854.

PROPERTY.

Valuation of property was as follows

:

In I860 $121,030,6.50
Less slaves .• 6, 595, 550

$114,435,100
In 1865 98,788,325
Ial8G7 - 139,022,129
In 1868 130,873,446
In 1869 127,942,781
In 1870 139,848,204
In 1871 138,413,582
Loss from 1800 to 1865, exchidiug slaves 15, G46, 775
Loss from 1860 to 1805, including slaves 22,242,325
Gain from 1865 to 1870 41,059,879
Loss from 1870 to 1871 1,434,622
Gain from 1865 to 1871 39,025,257
Gain from i860 to 1871, excluding slaves 23,978,482
Gain from 1860 to 1871, including slaves 17, 382, 932

From 1867 to 1868 there was a decline of value from $139,022,129 to
$130,873,446 ; loss $8,148,683. This was caused by the bloody riots of
1868 in the city and various sections of the State. Values rose in 1869
to §127,942,781, and in 1870 to $139,848,204

;
gain from 1869, $11,905,-

423; but in 1871, they had declined to $138,413,580; loss since 1870,
$1,434,622. This decline is due to the political distractions and turbu-
lence which have prevailed, and seem to threaten renewal of violence
and bloodshed which have twice occuiTed in the city since the war.
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The census valuation for 1870 was

—

Orleans Parish $185,625,187 00
Jefferson 17,0-27,306 00

Total $203,352,403 00

Gain on all property of 18G0, $64,594,537
;
gain since 1805, $86,830,802.

' The following table shows the valuation for taxation and taxes laid
and collected

:

Assessed value of property and taxes collected in New Orleans, Louisiana.

TAXES COLLECTED.

l^'ew Orleans Park $147,191 52
Iteal estate 245,980 28
Personal property 150, 432 80
P^ilroad 195,326 54
Million loan 612,115 94
ConsoUdated loan 634,954 86
Metropolitan police 887, 946 75

Total for 1869, collected in 1870.. 2, 943, 948 69

New Orleans Park $27,875 18
Eeal estate* 785,509 59
Eailroads 215,912 91
Million loan 302,202 13
Consolidated loan 614,684 40
Metropolitan police 428, 646 73

Total for 1870, collected up to De-
cember 31,1871 2,374,830 04

* Personal property included in real estate.

ASSESSED VALUB OF PKOPERTT.

1871.
I

1870.

Real estate $114,637,722 Eeal estate 1116,056,581
Personal property 23, 775, 8C0

[
Personal property 26, 791, 623

Total 139,843,204Total 138,413,528

COMMERCE.

The following statement appears in the American Annual Cyclopaedia

for 1870

:

The receipts of cotton at the port of New Orleans for the year ending September 1,

1870, were 1,208,000 bales, valued at $120,000,000 against 841,216 bales for 18G9, valued

at $98,826,055 ; the receipts of rice amouuted to 57,956 barrels. The gross receipts of

produce from the interior exceeded $200,000,000 in value, while the receipts of manu-
factured articles from the North amouuted to §50,000,000. The exports to foreign ports for

the fiscal year ending June 30, 1870, amounted to $107,657,042, against $75,883,790 for the

previous year ; the imports were valued at $14,993,754, agaiust $11,775,553 for the pre-

vious year. The entire value of the commerce of the city for the year was upward of

$500,000,000; 4,406 vessels were entered and cleared at the custom-house, with an

aggregate tonnage of 3,126,319 tons. The arrivals of steamboats for the year were

3,650, against 3,259 for the previous year, embracing about 3,000,000 tons of river trade.

The exports coastwise amounted to almost $60,000,000. A large number of sugar-

refineries were in operation during the year, and the manufacture ofcotton-seed oil, oil-

cake, &c., was extensively pursued. Two extensive cotton-mills were also in success-

ful operation in the city.

The value of exports

—

*.„^„^,-«,.
In 1868 : $58,538,524

In 1869 75,131,704

In 1870 107,658,042

In 1871 93,953,081

The following statement shows the foreign trade for 1871

:

Statement of value of commerce of the city of Xcio Orleans during the calendar year 1871,

ended Deccniher 31.

TmTiorts - $18,333,530

Sorts 1" ::: 93032.792

Bureau of Statistics, February 1, 1873.

EDWARD YOUNG,
Chief of JSureau.
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TEXAS.

DEBT.

1860.

No debt.
1865.

Debt $328,866

Rebel debt • 8,000,000

Total 8, 328, 866

1870.

Debt $362,866 17

(Rebel debt repudiated.)

Increase of old debt since 1865 34,000 17

1871.

Debt, (October 1) $1,454,887 13

State holds in trust, (bonds) 537,008 21

Debt outstanding 917,878 92

Increased since 1870 1,092,020 96

Increased since 1865 * 1,126,021 13

Prospective liabilities i 11,500,000 00

ASSETS.

1860.

Assets and funds $1,016,000

1865.

None.

PnOPERTY.

1800.

Assessed value $267,792,335
Slaves i 63,898,100

«r *. -
Value less slaves 203,894,235

1865.

Assessed value, (1866) $120,793,673
Loss since 18G0 .* 146,998,662
Loss less slaves • 83,100,562
Total loss, including assets and debt 93,045,428

1871.

Assessed value $220,000,000
Gain since 1865 99,206,327

Estimated value of agricultural products since the -war: Indian com,
wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, tobacco, and hay, 1SG6,

1867, 1608, 1669, as per agiicultural reports, and of aU farm inoducts
for 1870, as per census $127,674,293

Estimated value of all products, 1871 50,000,000

Total 177,074,293
Estimated value of cotton for 1865-'66 to 1868-'69 70, 000, 000

Total 247,674,293

18G0.

In 18Gd Texas was freo from debt, and had $1,400,000 in productive
property, $350,000 of which was in United States bonds, and the
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school fund had $210,641 08, and 2,054,590 acres of land. The univer-
sity and other public institutions were well endowed with i.inds. The
State held about 100,000,000 acres of public lauds. There were 307
miles of railway, which cost $11,232,345. The property in the State
was valued at $207,702,335, including slaves estimated at $03,898,100.
Value, excluding slaves, $203,894,230.

The State taxes in I860 were $298, 859
County taxes 208, 053
Town, City, &c 26,353

Total 533,265

1865.

In 1865 the debt contracted for ordinary purposes was $328,866
The debt contracted in rebellion was about 8, 000, 000

Total 8,328,866

The school fund and United Sfates bonds and other assets were gone.
Suits are pending to recover the United States bonds.
The valuation of property in 1800 was $120,793,073. Loss in value

of property, $140,998,062. Loss, exclusive of slaves, since 1800,
$83,100,502. Total loss in value of propertf^', exclusive of slaves, in as-

sets and funds, and by increase of debt, $93,045,428,

1870.

The reconstructed State government was inaugurated in 1870. The
rebel debt had been repudiated, and the recognized debt was
$302,800 17. Taxation for the year 1870 was—
State $589,363 00
County - 311,480 00
Towns and cities «. 227, 876 00

Total 1,128,719 00

Uxpensesfrom 1858 to 1870.

Statement of warrants drawn by the comptroller on the treasurer

for the following years :

Appropriations for 1858 $549,994 53
Appropriations for 1859 157, 577 30
Appropriations for 1860 •. . 703, 714 87
Appropriations for 1861 251, 380 15

Appropriations from September 1, 1863, to June 8, 1865 1, 635, 233 81
Appropriations from October 13, 1865, to June 30, 1866 195, 851 79'

Appropriations for 1868 352,292 27
Appropriations for 1869 * 462,063 53
Appropriations for 1870 590,345 28

1871.

In 1871, October 1, the debt was $1,454,887 13, including bonds issued

for the defense of the frontier against Indians. The following is the

treasurer's statement

:

State indebtedness.

Outstanding warrants $451, 169 01

Frontier bonds sold 377,000 00'

5 per cent. State bonds 216,641 08

6 per cent. State bonds 320,367 13

Comptroller's certificates of indebtedness 81), 709 91

Total 1,454,887 13

14 K K
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The above statement is made up to October 1, 1871.

It would be proper to remark that the 5 i)er cent, and G jier ceut.

bonds, 6537,008 21, are held by the State. Deducting these bonds
leaves outstandino- $917,878 92.

Expenses have been increased by maintaining a State police force, the

operations of which are summed up in a paper signed by the secretary of

state, the acljutant general, and the superintendent of public schools,

sent us hj the governor and indorsed by him as true.

THE STATE POLICE LAW.

Tli(! law calliug iuto esisteuce a State coustabnlary force has come in for a sbaro of

your coiulemuation. It provides for the eniploymcut of 256 State police, ofticers and
men, under the control of the adjutant general, who is ex-officio chit^f of police. They
are invested with the same authority as other peace officei's, and no more ; their juris-

diction is coextensive with the limits of the State, and when in the pursuit of a
criminal they are not compelled to wait the issuance of a process in every county, as

under the old law, but they pass througli; they are intended as auxiliaries to the
sheriffs and constables, who are generally tied down to their respective localities; and
the law also places all sheriffs and their deputies, as well as constables and city police,

under the control of the vState authorities, thus making them more efficient in arresting

otienders. It is well known that formerly, and up to the time of the inauguration of

the State police, many criminals were at large in every county of the State, evading or

defying arrest; that sheriffs and local police vrere unable or unwilling to undertake the
bringing to justice of these desperate men who, in some sections, existed in organized
bands. "The police are a selected body of resolute men, and at the command of a single

vigorous head. The official record, as compiled by the military and civil officers for

fourteen months prior to the inauguration of the i)resent administration, (the record
was not complete.) told a fearful tale of blood—928 men nuirdered, besides lesser crimes
almost too numerous to be T)elieved. Crime ran riot over the State, and most of the
killing had been for iiolitical reasons and upon a helpless portion of our population.

Life and property were everywhere insecure, and the tirst great task of the adminis-
tration was to put down the bad men and protect the good citizen. The chief of police

required the different clerks of courts and sheriffs to return to his office a list of crimi-

nals evading arrest, and an incomplete showing exhibited 702 murderers, 413 for assault

with intent: to kill; for robbery, burglary, and theft, 683; and for other crimes, 992;
amounting, in all, to 2,790, with twenty-nine counties to hear from. This was work
enough for the little baud of police, but they set to work vigorously, and during the
thirteen months since the police organization commenced theie has been a grand clear-

ing out of villains. The records of the office of chief of i)olice show as arrested by the
force 301 murderers ; 418 for attempt to kill ; 471 for assault and battery ; 288 for theft

of horses; 206 theft of cattle; 32 for killing cattle; 486 for theft; for miscellaneous
offenses ui)ward of 2,000 ; and a recovery of stolen property valued at over $200,000.
This was done by the said police force alone. Besides these criminals arrested, hun-
dreds of bad men have fled our State for fear of certain arrest and consequent punish-
ment, as our courts have proven more efficient than formerly; our penitentiary is too
small to hold the convicted, there l)eing twice as many confined therein as at any
period ])revious to the inauguration of the present government, and the State is com-
pelled to farm out its convicts.

The defense of the frontier against Indian depredations required
extraordinary expense. To meet this, the State issued $750,000 in

bonds ; $400,000 were sold. This measure was called for by all parties,

and is universally approved.
Tlicre have been heavy expenditures for common schools. The con-

stitution requires the building of school-houses an<l the establishment
of .scliools. The reconstructed government found the State without
either schools or school-houses. It wasestinnited that the exi)enditures
for this puri)ose in 1871 would be from one to two million dollars. The
first public Iree school ever held in the State was opened September 4,

1871. The following extract Irom the pai)er already referred to shows
the need of schools, and the ])rogress made

:

Before the nrbellion the school fund was divided uj) betwotui private schools, and
even the poor whites were deprived of its benefits unless they w(;r(> entered ivs paupers,
I'ublic free schools before the rebellion, or previous to theopeningof liie public schools

September 1, of this year, were unknown.



AFFAIRS IN TOE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 211

Our constitution contains a number of stringent provisions in relation to the estab-
lishment of public schools, peremptorily ordering the legislature to provide them and
to put upon the people such tax as might be necessary for that i)urpose. The closing
section of the article in the constitution on that subject declares it to be "the impera-
tive duty of the legislature is to see to it that all the children in' the State within
the scholastic age are without delay provided v.ith ample means of education." The
constitution also makes education compulsory, which we believe is a step beyond any
other Southern State. The act of the United States Congress admitting the State to rej)-
resentation in Congress makes it one of the gnarautees, "" that the constitution of Texas
shall never be so amended or changed as to deprive auy citizsn or class of citizens of
the United States of the school rights and privileges secured by the constitution of
said State."

The legislature has, however, only been able to do half the work laid out by the con-
stitution. We should have 5,000 teachers at work and '2,000 school-houses. "

If every
cent is collected that is levied for school purposes, added to our reveime from the per-
manent school fund, it. will not reach the necessities of half our children now out of
school.

At the first session of the legislature after the admission of the State, the legislature
passed a school law, leaving its enforcement to the county courts. It was a failure ; the
necessary taxes were not levied, and no schools were established.

At the last session of the legislature, $504,500 was appropriated for school purposes
and the establishment of the school bureau. Without a school-house or public school,
and with 235,000 children, according to school census, of whom only some 25,000 were
receiving education in private schools, you can readily see the justification for the levy
of the district school tax of one per cent., which is set down in the estimate as yielding
§2,000,000, if all is collected. This amount would not build the school-houses necessary
to accommodate this army ot children growing up in ignorance, and the appropriation
by the legislature and the district school tax, as much as it is complained of, is evidently
entirely inadequate to meet the necessities of the State.

Already thousands of children are attending State schools. So bitter are a large class

of the whites to public educatiou, that they carry their hatred to the ostracism ofnorth-
ern teachers coming among us, and refuse them hospitality beneath their roofs, and in

many localities it is yet impossible to secure a home for lady teacher's.

In Texas, as in other States, the Ku-Klux are a living reality. In some localities it

is kuown as the •' Blue Lodge," and just before the election, within thirty miles of the
capital, a baud of disguised men rode though the settlements, took a school-teacher

and an old negro from their homes, and Avhipped them almost to death, burued a church
and a school-house, and threatened whole neighborhoods.

lu Lis letter of November 1, 1871, tlie governor says

:

We now have 1,000 schools open, and about 50,000 scholars in them. Before the

end of the year we hope to double that number. The school fund is valued at

§2,575,000.

The governor says

:

The present rate of taxation for support of the State government and the public

school system looks to an income altogether of about |3,000,000, of which sum more
than two-thirds, or .$2,250,000, is to beWpended in building or renting school-houses

and maintaining public schools, and paying the employes. All other expenses are

provided for by a tax of 37i cents on the' $100, which is expected to yield $750,000.

Included ia this are $200,000 for State police.

The taxes levied in 1870 were

:

State $589,363

County 311,480

Cities, towns, «&c 227,879

Total 1,128,722

The following is a statement of the amount of taxes which were

authorized by law in 1871, based upon the old valuation of property at

$200,000,000.' The full amount of the school tax need not be levied

unless it be necessary, and the discretion is with the district school

boards

:

Direct State tax, of which one-fourth is appropriated among the public

ocbnnl^ $1,000,000 00

PoiitS " 150,00000

Frontier defense tax ^«.<^f"-* ^'*^
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District school tax, if entire levy is collected $2, 000, 000 00

County taxes cauuot be arrived at ; may safely be set down at 400, 000 00

Occupation taxes 150,000 00

Total 3,750,000 00

The amount actually levied was about $3,000,000, ou a valuation of

$200,000,000, 1^ per cent. These taxes appear heavy
;
yet, when com-

])ared with tlie Value of agricultural products of the State for 1870,

$49,187,170, they do not seem out of proportion, and it appears that

property is greatly undervalued.
And in this counection it should be noted that the increase in value

of live stock and the amount sold from- the State does not appear.

Grazing being the principal business of the State, this item is important.

Nor is the wool-clip included, and the profits from these sources

may be estimated at $10,000,000, showing total production for 1870,

$59,187,170, If we deduct from the total assessment for 1870 the

estimate for property not agricultural, say $40,000,000, we have
$100,000,000, agricultural, upon which the gain of $59,187,170 is nearly

forty-seven per cent.

RAILROADS.

The State has incurred prospective contingent liabilities for aid to

the Southern Pacific and International Railroads, to an extent estimated

at $11,500,000, no bonds having been issued.

The governor says

:

The legislature has also, by two acts, passed resi^ectively August 5, 1870, and May
24, 1871, authorized the issue of bonds to the extent of $10,000 to the mile, in aid of the
r^Tfilroads known as the International, and Southerly Pacific and Trans-continental.
The whole amount that may prospectively be issued under these acts cannot exceed
$11,500,000, but no portion of it has yet been issued, and it can only be issued propor-
tionately ou completed sections of the roads.

The State owns lands estimated at 83,433,316 acres, and the subsidies

are promised to roads running through the lands. The constitution of

the State forbids granting lands, but it is i^roposed to submit an amend-
ment to the i^eople allowing the State to substitute lands for bonds,
which is provided for in the law, if authorized by the people. If this be
done, it will relieve the State of subsidies to the amount of about
$5,000,000.
The following extract states the railroad matter more in detail, and

how the laws were passed :

They have subsidized tAvo railroads; the International Railroad to the extent of
about §5,000,000, in consideration that it is linishcd across our State, from Fulton to
the Rio Grande, within four or five years, (this is in the shape of bonds, and if that
road is completed it is thought to bo a good investment ; the increase in value of our
cattle interest Avill alone exceed the amount of this subsidy;) and, at the last session,
tho Texas I'acific and Trans-Continental w«;re subsidized together to the amount of
$6,0110,000. An act was also ])assed siibmitting an amendment to tho constitution,
which will allow tli(! substitution of land donations instead of State bonds to these
roads, the lands l)eing now tied up^by constitutional provision. None of these bonds
liavo becin issued, and can onhj be indued upon completed road. It must further be noted,
as regards theso two railroad subsidii^s, that while the republicans in tho legislature
wore (livid(!d for and against tlieni, tin* democrats were nearly unanimous in their
favor, (jiovcrnor Davis vetoed tin; subsidy of six millions to the Southern Pacific and
Trans-Continental, giving stiong reasons iiierefor, but his veto was Jiot sustained, be-
cause /Air/i/ out of thirty-three d(Mnocratie representatives voted against the veto, tho
three democratic representatives from the Dallas district, whence your " tliirty-two"
date their Ic^tter, being among these opposers. D(»es not thie charge show considerable
fnipndence on the part of your correspondents?
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In 1871 there were 797 miles of railway completed, which had cost
$25,090,000. The total made and in construction was 3,797.

In 1871 the assessed value of property -was §220, 000, 000
Gain since 1865 99,206,327

The value of agricultural productions since the war, as returned and
estimated, is as follows :

1866 to 1869, excluding cotton, rice, and sugar, and 1870 and 1871 for
aU products |177,674,293 00

Cotton for 1865 to 1870 70,000,000 00

Total 247,674,293 00

This does not include rice or sugar before 1870, nor increase of live-

stock for any year. These items, for the six years since the war, must
exceed $30,000,000, which gives total production $$277,674,293.

GENERAL FINANCIAL VIEW AND CONCLUSIONS.

SUMMARY FOR ELEVEN STATES.

DEBTS.

1860.

Debts and UabiHties $102,516,777 88

1865.

State debts and liabilities 222,848,132 90

Increase since 1860 120,331,355 02

Rebel State debts cantracted in aid of rebellion $89, 567, 957 43

Debts and liabilities, not including rebel debts 133, 280, 174 47

Increase since 1860, not including rebel State debts 30, 763, 396 59
Debt of confederate States 2,34.5,297,823 00

Total confederate and State debts 2,568,145,955 90
Total increase since 1860 2,465,629,178 02

Loss of assets, trust funds, add balances in treasuries 37, 146, 458 19

Total loss by increase of debts and liabilities, and loss of assets, trust

funds, &c $2, .502, 775, 636 21

Add loss of property 2,759,527,918 08

Totalloss 5,262.303,554 29

At reconstruction.

Rebel State and confederate debts repudiated
Recognized debts and liabilities ,--- 8156,436,253 49

Prospective railroad liabilities of Alabama, not included above, esti-

mated -• 17,705,000 (to

Total 174,141,253 49

Increase of debt and existing liabilities since 1865, excluding rebel

debts of 1865 023, 156, 079 02

Increase of debts and existing liabilities since I860 $53, 919, 475 61

Add loss of assets, trust funds, and balances since 1660 37, 146, 458 19

Total loss by increase of debts and existing liabilities and loss
_

of assets, trust funds, and balances since I860 91, 065, 9o3 bO
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Increase of (leLfc and existing and prospective liabilities since 1805... $40,861,079 02

Increase of debt and existing and prospective liabilities since 1860. .. ij;?!, 624, 475 61

Add loss of assets, trnst funds, and balances from 1860 37, 146, 458 19

Total loss by increase of debt and liabilities and loss of assets,

trnst fnnds, and balances 108, 770, 933 80
— .J

1871 and 1872, (\a>it returns.)

Debts and liabilities $194,105,030 38

Increase of debts and existing liabilities since reconstruction 37, 668, 776 89
Contingent liabilities of Georgia, Alabama, Arkansas, and Florida, not
included above, generally well secured 33, 016, 094 92

Total debt and existing contingent liabilities §227, 121, 125 30

Estimated prospective contingent liabilities, not included above, of
Louisiana, partially secured, Georgia, Alabama, Arkansas, and
Florida, secured, and Texas $11,500,000 subsidy' to railroads run-
ning through State lands to which no railroad lands are granted. . . 78, 733, 906 00

Total debt and contingent and prosj)ective liabilities 305, 859, 031 30

Increase of debt and all existing and contingent liabilities since re-

construction . $70,684,871 81

Increase of debt and all liabilities, contingent and prospective, since

reconstruction 131,717,777 81

STATE ASSETS.

1860.

Balance in treasuries, trust funds, &c $70, 147, 747 73

1865.

Assets and trust funds, &.c 33,001,289 .54

Loss 37,146,458 19

PROPERTY.

1860.

Assessed value $4,363,030,347 05
Slaves 1,634,105,341 00
Value less slaves 2, 728 825, 006 05

186^.
Assessed value $1, 603, 402, 429 00
Loss since 1860 2, 759, 527, 918 05
Loss less slaves 1, 125, 522, 577 05
Total loss in property, assets, and debt 2, 917, 005. 731 26
Total loss, less slaves 1,272,900,390 26

1870.
Assessed value $2, 141, 834, 788 02
Increase since 1865 537, 432, 359 02
Census valuation of 1870 2, 735, 545, 451 00
Increase since 1865 1,132,143,022 00
Gain since 1800, excluding slaves 6, 720, 244 95

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIONS.

Estimated value of agricultural products since the war : Indian corn,
wheat, ry(!, oats, l)arl(;y, l)uckwhcat, ])otatoes, tobacco, and
hay—1866, 1«()7, 1868, 1869, as per agricultural reports,and of all

farm i)n)(hi<;ts for, 1870, as per census, and estimated value of all

l)rodu(ts for 1871 ; and estimated value of cotton for 1865 to 1869
inclusive $3,931,781,643 57

Note.—This estimate omits farm products, cxcejit cotton, for 18t)5: sugar and rice
for 1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, and 1869, and vegetables, fruits, «&c., and iiu;re,ase, sale, and
slaugliter of live stock for the whole period. These numt have been worth several
hundred million dollars.



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 215

GENERAL VIEW.

Thus it appears that when the late insurrectionary States entered the
rebellion their debts and contingent liabilities were 8102,510,777 88.

They held trust funds, assets and balances, $70,147,747 73. These
funds and assets were on deposit or in stocks of banks, railroads, and
other internal improvements.

Their contingent liabilities were secured by mortgages on lands in

stocks, banks, and interests in liens or on turnpikes, raih^oads and canals.

The banks had capital, over 801,000,000; coin, over 818,000,000 ; circu-

lation, over $51,000,000. There were 8,944 miles of railway, which cost

8237,370,097. The assessed value of property was 84,303,030,347 05.

Estimated or assessed value of slaves, 81,034,105,341; value of prop-
erty excluding slaves, $2,728,825,000 05.

1805.

When these States surrendered, their debts and liabilities, excluding
rebel State debts, had been increased to $133,280,175 47 ; ascertained

debts contracted in aid of rebellion, were 889,507,957 43. Total exist-

ing debts and liabilities. 8222,848,132 90 ; increase since 1800,

8120,331,355 02; increase of valid debt 'since 1800, 830,703,390 59.

The assets and trust funds were reduced $37,140,458 19. Loss since

1800, by loss of assets, &c., and increase of debt, 8157,477,813 21. The
%a]ue of their stocks and securities, liens, &c., for contingent liabilities

were greatly reduced. Banks were broken and overwhelmed with debt,

and their circukation lost to the people or the States. Personal property

had been scattered, consumed, or destroyed, and even real estate was
damaged by neglect of buildings, fences, fields, levees, and drains, so

that the assessed value of property was reduced to $1,003,402,429.

Loss since 1800, $2,759,527,918 05 ;
excluding slaves, 81,125,522,577 05.

Total loss in property, funds, assets, and increase of debt,

$2,917. 005,731 20 ; excluding slaves, 81,272,900,390 20.

CONFEDERATE DEBT.

The debt contracted by the States in confederacy was variously esti-

mated, and we have not the data to fixthe amount exactly. Probably the

confusion which followed the fall of Petersburgh prevented a final state-

ment. The amount was stated for October i, 1804, at 81,087,310,329.

The war continued six months after that date, and expenses were esti-

mated at the rate of 81,427,448,778. The receipts from taxes had

become nominal, and the debt at the end is estimated at $2,345,297,823,

as the following letter shows :

Waix Department,
Wasliingion City, February 7, 1872.

Sir : In replj- to your inquiry of the 2d instant, I luive the honor to state that the

debt of the so-called Confederate States government, April 1, 18fi4, vi'as $1,029,322,773,

and October 1, 1864, |il,G87,310,298, as appears from reports of the rebel secretary ol

the treasury. Estimating the increase of the debt at the same rate, as shown by com-

parison of these amounts, it would have stood $2,345,297,823 on the 1st April, 1865.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
•* ^ WM. W. BELKNAP,

Secretary of War.

Hon. J. E. Stevenson, M. C.

Total ascertained loss by the rebellion in property, assets, and debts,

State and confederate, $5,202,303,554 20.



216 REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

CO:MJiIEECIAL, DEBTS.

There were debts due tlie merchants •f the North from those of the

Sonth, for goods purchased and consumed and uioue.v loaned, estimated

when the war began at 8300,000,000, (American Annual Encyclope-

dia, 18(J1, page 313.) Add interest to 18G6 and the sum Avould be

$408,000,000. Total wState debt and liabilities existing, and prospective

and confederate debt and commercial debt, 82,970,14:5,950 90.

nere was a burden which must have crashed the people of the South

and reduced them to general bankruptcy. It was 8202,909,782 21 greater

than the national debt at its maximum; 8247,320,919 So more than the

assessed value of all proi)erty in the States in 18«j0, less slaves; and
81,372,743,326 90 more than the assessed value of all property in the

eleven States in 1865. They had neither money nor credit, nor sufficient

means of subsistence. If the Government had left the people of the

South to their own devices they must have fallen into anarchy and ruin.

But before the war ended the Government had begun to feed and clothe,

shelter and care for the destitute of both colors, and millions were dis-

tributed in supjilies ; in 1865 a bureau was organized for this pupose,

and expended in relief, education, and aid to people of both colors and
all conditions 813,230,277 40. Millions more were donated by charitable

association'; and citizens of the North.

Some conception of the want and the relief given may be formed from
Governor Patton's address to the people of Alabama, July 10, 1868.

He says

:

*

THE DESTITUTE.

We all kuovf of the great destitution in our State •which follo^ved the close of the
war. The crop of 1865, from -well-known causes, was laiucntably short, and this natu-
rally, prolonged the destitution through the year 186G. There was so much sutteriug

that it became a matter of absolute necessity to adopt some plan of relief. It is but
simple justice to say that in our extreme destitution we found most timely relief at

the hands of the General Government. In the course of the years 1800 and 181)7 sup-
plies were furnished from that source to the value of more than a million of dollars.

In addition to this relief, large and generous donations in money and provisions were
made by individuals and charitable associations. These donations were placed at the
disposal of the governor, and distributed according to his best discretion.

luasnuu-h as relief to large numbers of our people was a matter of absolute necessity,

to prevent wide-spread suffering, we cannot t)ut feel grateful for the bountiful assist-

ance extended from the sources mentioned. Relief having come in this way, we were
saved the necessity of drawing upon the State treasury or employing the State's credit

for that ])urpos{'. Such a resort would have been a lu-avy burden in the embarrassed
condition of our State and people. We have now hapjiily reached a point at which
there is little, if any, need for any further systematic distribution of supplies.

The Government sold thousands of farm animals in the South at low
rates, which went into agriculture ; and large quantities of clothing and
supplies were distributee! at nominal prices.

The railroads of the South were worn out by the war. In 186^> they
were described as "on the point of giving out;" the rate of speed was
reduced to a maximum of ten miles an hour; the wood-work was rotted,

the rails worn, the machinery worn out; neither the com])anies nor
the conlcdeiacy nor the States could re[)air them. The Government, as
our armies adviineed, captured the lines, repaired the tracks, rebuilt

the bridges, and restored and renewed the rolling-stock. When the
war closed we might have held all these lines, but they were turned
over to the stockholders, and the rolling-stock sold to them at low rates,

on long time. Thus the Governmenl iidvanced to southern railroiuls

87,295,488 8.3, and on tiie 1st of July, 187J, 84,724,350 5;>reuKuneduni);iid.
The ( Jovernment relieved the southern ])eo])U> of the burdens ot con-

federate and State war debts, of a sum greater than the present national
debt. The merchants of the North compounded with their southern
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creditors, abating more than half their dues and extending- time for
payment of the remainder. A bankrupt act was passed, enabling those
hopelessly involved to begin business anew. Sound institutions took
the place of the old broken banks, and national currency replaced con-
federate notes. Capital flowed from the jSTorth to the South, refilling

the channels of trade. It is estimated that since the war tiie S(mth Jjas
absorbed national currency at the rate of 8-0,000,000 [)er annum;
northern people settled in the South to engage in agriculture, commerce,
and works of internal improvement, and give activity and energy to
business and value to property.

The Government and the northern people treated the people of the
South as citizens, and fellow-citizens, neighbors, and friends in misfor-

tune. The onlj" drawback on this policj' was the movement toward

CONFISCATION.

There has been much exaggeration of the action of the Government
in confiscating rebel property. The proposition to seize the lauds of
leading rebels and divide them among the landless poor had at one
time some support, and there is no doubt that in 18(55 a general impres-

sion existed at the South that such a policy might be adopted. This
arose from the order of General Sherman relative to the lands of the
" Sea Islands " and the coast within tide-water, and from the statements of

rebel leaders and newspapers, as the war drew to a close, that it was
the purpose of the United States Government to divide lands and goods
among the negroes. These statements were made to stimulate the

flagging spirit of the people. The negroes heard and were inclined to

beUeve them, by their sense of justice, which suggested that as their

labor had produccid the greater part of the property, they should have
a portion. Hence the idea was wide spread and common among them
that each head of a family would have "forty acres and a mule."

When the policy of the Government became settled, and the whites

saw that their property was not taken, but many estates which had been

abandoned by their owners and seized by the Goveriunent were returned

in better condition than they would have been liad they been left Avild

and uncultivated, the subject becatne a jest, and the freedmen werejoked

out of their fancy, and this the more readily after sharpers had swindled

some of them by selling tokens—"pre-emption rights"—for their home-

steads, in the form of tricolored stakes, to stake them ofl' with. Ex-Gen-

eral Wade Hampton, in his testimony, says:

Answer. Yes, sir ; we thought we had been the subjects of the most tremendous con-

fiscation that had ever taken place in the workl.

Question. That is, in the vahio of slave property ?

Answer. Not only that, but all property.

Question. Was there any other property confiscated ?

Ansiver. General Sherman carried away in silver enough to have paid the debt of

South Carolina, or in horses, or any other article you choose to name.

Question. What v.-as the debt of South Carolina ?

Answer. In the neighborhood of between three and four millions of dollars.

Qucs^iion. Do you think that much plate was carried out of the State ?

Ansxeer. I do not kuow.
Question. How wide a belt did Sherman traverse ?

Answer. All the way from Savannah River diagonally to the upper portion sf the

State.
Question. Where did he strike the State ?

Answer. Opposite Savannah.
Question. Where did he leave it ?

Anstcer. I think in Lancaster district.

Question. How wide a region did his army cover?
, t i »i

Answer. It covered a space, I should say at a guess—from here to SavauiKili 1 sbouiu

suppose was one hundred and twenty to one hundred and fifty miles
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Queslloii. I do uot ask for the length but the width of that region ?

Answer. Fifty or sixty miles, I suppose—that is, in some jjlaces. Of course at times

the columns would move in separate columns, and at other times were concentrated
;

but the utmost space and width was in the neighborhood of fifty miles. Take this very
Ijoint ; they destroyed the railroad thirty miles below here and went in the neighbor-
hood of Newbury, Avhicli was forfy-live miles above.

Q^esfion. Your information is that the United States Army extended more than fifty

miles ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. You think that in that territory was found and carried away silver plate

enough to pay two millions ?

Answer. I do not know. They took all they could lay their hands on.

Question. Judge Van Trump asked you whether you liad ever known, in your reading
in history, that there was any people more proud and high-toned or high-spirited than
the people of South Carolina ?

Answer. No, sir ; he asked me whether I had ever known a people as proud and high-
toned who had submitted as quietly, &c.

Question. I mean then to ask the question in another furm—whether you have known
a jieople as proud and high-toned as the white people of South Carolina ?

Answer. I do not know. I think they have great pride of country and race, and very
justly so. I think they have given to the Union as many men that the country might
be proud of as any other State has ever done.

Question. I only judge by the immense amount of silver.

Answer I do not know as to the silver. I could not judge of it in that way now, for

all that was here is gone.
Question. To come back to my question ; it never occurred to your mind that in leav-

ing the white i)eople, or the rebel element, as wo call them, in possession of the lands
and property, the Government was indulgent and kind ?

Ansicer. Did it leavens in possession of lands and propertj^? Was uot that order of

General Sherman's enforced by which all that country down there was given to the
negroes ?

Question. Some of the islands off the coast ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and land some distance up from the coast—the verj"^ finest jiortious

of South Carolina.
Question. How many acres did they cover?
Answer. I do not know ; but it was the richest and most productive part of the

State.

Question. Do you know how many white people lived there ?

Answer. I have not the slightest idea.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. White people owned it?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; every bit of it.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You have no idea how much territory it covered ?

Answa: No, sir ; except that my recollection is that the order gave fifty or sixty
miles from the coast.

Question. It permitted it to come in that far?
Answer. Yes, sir.

By the Chairman :

Question. Were not all those lauds abandoned property during the occupancy ?

yl^isu'tr. No, sir; the title was not abandoned. Tiie people went away during the
war.

Question. They were abandoned by the planters and occupied by the negroes during
the war—the lands to which Sherman's ord<.'r applied?

Ansirer. I do not knoAV. I know many persons came away that were obliged to do
.so. They wenj under the lii-e of the fleet, and, of course, had to leave; but there is a

very grave mistake that yon gcnthMuen in tlie Nnrth make in talcing it for granted
that every wiiitc man in the South was a rrlicl, and cvciy iicgio loyal. I only want to

state one little instance in my own knowledge. Alter (icnerat Slicrnian passed through
here, when the negroes were practically free, General Ihigood, who lives in 15arnwell.

and was then .serving with the army in Virginia, came to one of his plantations t lirongh
which General Sliermau's troops Inid ])assed. Th(( conftulerate government ha<l then
authorized the enlistment of negro trooi)s, and General Ilagood calkul for enlistments
ou his plantation, and evc^ry man who was caijalileof hearing arms, on that plantation,
enlisted to go and serve in th(^ confecU'rate army. They v.anted to make llio condition
that they should serve under liiiii. ll<^sai(l, ' 1 cannot make that condilion, because I

am not authorized to do so ; but 1 will try to secure it." Yet every one of them, now,
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I will venture to say, are members of the Loyal League, ami regarded a.stlie most loyal
citizens of the South.

By Jlr. Van Trump :

Question. If, of the negroes of the South, only those who fought as loyal persons in
the Federal Army were enfranchised, there would not be many thousand Votes in South
Carolina ?

Answer. No, sir; I think very few went from this State; very few black troops;
some may have gone from the coast, but they went chiefly from Mississippi.

Passing the absurd exaggeration as to silver, and the gross blunder
about the State debt, which was more than twice or even three times
the sum stated, we exhibit the Ibllovvaug tables, showing the amount of
lands seized, and what had been returned in 1865 and in ISGS. (See re-

ports of Secretary of War.)

Tcibular statement of propcri]) in ilic possession of and restored hy the Bureau of Eefagees,
Frcedmen, ifc.
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The following letter shows that no rebel lands, save "Arlington," are

now held by the Government

:

War Department,
Washington City, Fchruary 12, 1872.

Sir : Reforrins to your note ou the subject, I beg to inform you that the Commis-
sioner of the Freeclmeu's Bureau reports that no abandoned hinds remain under the

control of his Bureau, except a part of the Arliugt(jn estate, in Alexandria County, Vir-

ginia, which is reported to contain about nine hundred acres.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. W. BELKNAP,

Secretary of War.

Hon. J. E. Stevenson, M. C.

Other methods of confiscation were abandoned. The x>olicy was
carried furthest in New Orleans, and it was said, in 1865, that the net

proceeds there had not exceeded $50,000.

1866-'67.

From the surrender to 1868 there was gradual improvement, though
the partial failure of two crops retarded the recovery. The people

had been reduced by war to extreme poverty, and all they made seemed
to come and disappear as rain upon a land parched by long-protracted

drought, when every shower is drunken up and the earth asks more.

Prosperity was checked in many localities, and in a degree over the

whole South, by the rise and prevalence of violence and lawlessness,

and the uncertainty and confusion arising from the political condition

of the States and the country.

AT RECONSTRUCTION.

At the reconstruction of these States, the rehel debt
having been repudiated, the recognized debts and
contingent habilities were $156,436,253 49

Increase since 1800 ".
- - . 53,919,475 61

The prospective liabilities were 17,705,000 00

Total debt and liabilities 174,141,253 49

Decrease on total debt of 1865 48,700,879 00

Decrease, excluding prospective liabilities - 00,411,879 41

Total increase from 1800 . 71,624,475 01

Decrease since 1805, including rebel State and confed-

erate debt ' 2,394,004,701 41
Decrease, including one-half commercial debt 2,598,004,701 41

1871-72.

The aggregate of debts and fixed liabilities at last statement for each
State, was |194, 105,030 38

Increase since reconstruction 37, ()68, 776 89
Other existing contingent liabilities deemed secure 33, 016, 094 92
Total debt and existing liabilities 2-27,121,125 30
Prospective contingent liabilities 78,738,906 00
Total debt and existing and prospective liabilities 305, 859, 031 30
Increase of all debts and liabilities, contingent and prospective, con-

tingent, how<',ver secured, since reconstruction 131 , 717, 877 81

Increase since 1805 83,010,893 40

The new contingent liabilities arc generally well secured, and x)rovis-

ion is nuulc for security of prospective contingent liabilities.

The assets of the States have increased in value.

The Natif)iial banks in these States have capital I|iil7, 468, 835
United States bonds 15,994,300
Circulation 15,413,910
They have 12,.576 miles of railway, which have cost 369, 278, 080
Increase since 1865 in miles, 4,002, and increased investment 172, 473, 583



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 221

The mileage and value have beeu largely increased within the year
past, and are increasing more rapidly than ever before.
The following tables show the growth of railroads in the country and

in the South

:

No. 1.

states.
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RAJLEOADS TN THE UNITED STATES.*

The following tabulation shows the distribution of mileage and cost of railroads and
equipments to the several geographical sections, States, and Territories of the Union
in construction and completed :

Sections, States, and Territories.

Maine
New Hampshire.
Vermont
Massacliusetts- .

.

Rhode Island
Connecticut

Total.

New York
New Jersey
Pennsylvania
Delaware
Maryland, (including District of Columbia)
"West Yirginia

Total.

Virginia
North Carolina.
South Carolina .

Georgia
Florida

Total.

Alabama . .

.

Mississippi

.

Louisiana .

.

Texas
Arkansas .

.

Tennessee.

.

Kentucky .

.

Total.

Ohio
Michigan .

.

Indiana
Illinois

Wisconsin.

Total.

Minneflota
Dakota Territory
Montana and Idaho Territories
Iowa
Nebraska
Wjoming Territory
Missouri
Kansas
Colorado Territory
Indian Territory

Total.

California . .

.

Nevada
Utah
Oregon
Wa.shington

.

Total 7,922.fc0 2, 239. :50 109,322,000

Length in mUes.

Total. Complete.

923. 8G

1, 021. 75
881.31

1, 810. 90
139. 46
9SG. 48

872. 86
797. 32
711.31

,
641. 96
139. 46
821. 74

5, 763. 62 4, 984. 65

6, 196. 28
1, 3.14. 61

6, 682. 80
227. 69

1,203.53
725. 34

16, 390. 25

2,167.49
1, 740. 88
1, 594. 69
3, 087. 89

764. 20

4, 252. 93
1, 049. 31

5, 520. 92
207. 09
813.18
477. 91

12,321.94

1, 478. 29
1, 2G0. 50

1, 209. 69
2, 157. 39

461. 20

9, 355. 15 6, 557 07

Cost of.road
and equip-
ment.

3, 452. 00
1, 900. 90

806. 50
3, 797. 50

1, 810. 00
2, 057. 84
2, 021. 42

15, 846. 76

5, 491. 85
4, 177. 88
5, 542. GO
9, 017. 74

3, 513. 70

27, 743. 77

3, 443. 50
930. 00
700. 00

4,201.77
1,801.50

498. 00
5, 103. 50
3,271.40

616.00
1,400.00

21. 905. 67

2, 085. 30
1, 467. 00

336. 00
2,77(1.50

655. 00

1, 697. GO
984. 90
522. 50
797. 00
490. 50

1, 520. 84
1, 018. 18

7, 031. 52

3, 859. 52

2, 638. 38

3, 709. 10

6, 304. 44

1,652.70

18, 164. 14

1,553.00
61.00

3, 162. 27
' 906. 00
498. 00

2, 8G4. 50
1,703.40

442. 00
148. 00

11,338.17

1,111.30
5(i7. 00
312. 00
199. 00
50.00

' Sec Hallway Monitor in Tho Commercial and Financial Chronicle, January 13, 1872, p. 51.
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GEl!rEEAL RECAPITULATION.

Sections.

Northeastern States
Middle States
Southeasteru States
Gulf and Sonthwcstern States
Interior, east
Interior, west
Pacific slope

Grand total

Length in mUes.

Total. Complete.

5, 763. 82
IG, oOO. 25
9, 3',j. 15

15,840.76
27, 743. 77

21, 905. 67
7, 972. 80

104, 988. 22

4, 984. 65
12, .321. 94
6, 507. 07
7, 031. 52

18, 164. 14
11, 33K 17
2, 239. 20

62, C4C. 79

Cost of road
and equip-
ment.

6233, 632, 236
783,001,503
189, 584, 4:!0

245, 737, 434
813, 650, 70c!

515, 470, 059
169, 3^. 000

2, 950, 458. 436

lu the followiug exhibit is given a statement of the increase of mileage and cost in
the year 1871

:

Sections.

Lensrth in miles.

Total. Complete.

Cost of road
and equip-
ment.

Northeastern States
Middle States .

Southeastern States
Gulf and Southwestern States
Interior, east
Interior, west
Pacific slope

Total increase

293. 42
1,311.52
1, 108. 60
3, 147. 47
3, 129. 09

2, 303. 00
1, 663. 70

478. 50

1, 021. 32
411.37
830. 27

2, 016. 79
2, 726. 79

226. 20

11,017.40 8, 168. 30

§33, 974, 146
102, 471, 533
14,964 848
28, 388, 748
111,9^0,739
101, 684, 895
13, 598, COO

376, 932, 327

No jirevious annual period has been so active in construction, or so successful in

bringing into use long lines of track, as the year 1871. At the commencement of that
year there were in the whole Union 54,435.49 miles of track, and at the close 62,646.79

miles, showing an increase in the year of 8,211.30 miles. Tins length is exclusive of city

passenger railroads, and also of a second track, sidings, &c. As great a mileage was
built in 1871 as existed in all the Union in 1851.

The progress of railroad construction in the United States since 1827, in which year
the Granite Railroad at Quincy, Massachusetts, was inaugurated, to the j)resent time

is shown in the following table

:

Year.
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The slight increase in the South during the war was mainly from
construction for war purposes. Since the war the increase in the coun-
try has been rapid, and the South has not kept up in proj)ortion either

to population or territory.

INCREASE OF PEOPERTT.

At the last valuation furnished for each State

—

The aggregate assessed value of property was $2,141,834,788 02
Increase since the war 537,432,359 02
The true value by the census of 1870, was 2,735,545,451 00
Increase since the war 1,132,143,022 00
Increase on assessed value of property in 1860, less

slaves 6,720,244 95

Being an increase over 00 per cent, in five years—equal to a gain of
more than 12 per cent, i^er annum on all the property in these States,

exclusive of annual receipts. This latter sum of $1,132,143,022, increase
by the census, may be taken as the true increase, or even less, because
the census valuation of 1870 was made on the basis of currency much less

inflated than that of 1865-'G0, when the first assessments after the war
were made, on the basis of the currency then. From August, 1865, to
18G6j the premium on gold ranged between 483 and 40-4 t:ents on the
dollar. In June, 1870, when the census was taken, tlie premium on
gold was only 14g to 10^, a decline of about 32 per cent., or nearly one-
third of the dollar. It is certainly encouraging to find the census valu-

ation $6,720,244 95 greater than the assessment of 1860, excluding
slaves.

The census valuation is at the market price, and the condition
of the South since the war, esjiecially in agricultural regions remote
from cities and railroads, keeps the market price of lands low, so
that the annual agricultural products of some States are worth more
than half the valuation of all improved and wild lands listed for tax-

ation, leaving to the land owner, after giving half the product for labor,

25 per cent, fur the use of his lands a year. The value of agricul-

tural products of these States since the war is more than three times
the assessed valuation of the lands producing them. It cannot be doubted
that the "market value" of southern lands is far below their intrinsic

value. They yield, as managed now, more than 10 per cent, per
annum on double their census value, and nothing is wanting but
peace and order to bring the price up in proportion to their i)roducts.
The following tables, from the Census Bureau, show the true value of

property in 1870, and the value of agricultural products:

Table slioicing Hie true valuation of real and personal jivoperty in the late

insurrectionary States, as returned to the Census Officefor June 1, 1870.

States.
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Gross value of all farm products.
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states.
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OTHER STATES.

Table slioicing the value of agrictiltural products in certain States for the

year ending June 1, 1870, as returned to the Census Office.

State.
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roads, streets, public buildings, gas, water, and all those conveniences
to which other civilized communities devote such large proportions of
the fruits of taxation, and in which they find their advantage in the
welfare and comfort, prosperity and happiness of the people, and the
increased productiveness and value of property. It is not high, in com-
parison with taxes levied in other States. Let us compare it with that
of some JSTortheru States. As we have seen the total of taxes levied in
eleven late insurrectionary States for 1870, $32,227,539. The assessed
value of property was $2,026,440,971. Total taxation, 15 mills on
$1. In the State of New York taxes were levied in 1870 amounting to
$48,550,308. Assessed value of property, $1,907,001,185, per cent. 2.4/^
on $1. In Ohio the taxes levied in 1870, $23,526,548, on assessed, prop-
erty $1,167,731,607 ; rate 2.01 per cent.

Illinois.—Taxation, $21,825,008; property, $482,800,575; per cent,
4.5. (This assessment is far below the true value by the census.)

Indiana.—Taxation, $10,791,121; assessment, $663,455,044; percent.,

1.0,V
Iowa.—Taxation, $9,055,614; assessment, $302,515,418; per cent.,

2.9-^-.

Massachusetts.—Taxes, $24,922,900; assessment, $1,591,983,112; per
cent., 1.5 j9g.

Michigan.—Taxes, $5,412,957; assessment, $272,242,917; per cent.,

1.9.

Pennsylvania.—Taxes, $24,531,397; assessment, $1,313,236,042; per
cent., LSj^Q.

Missouri.—Taxes, $13,908,498; assessment, $556,129,969; per cent.,

2.5.

It will be seen that all these States exceed, and some double, those

of the South in per cent, of taxation. The average rate is 2.1^^^.

TAXATION.

States.
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age of $1,173,905 per State, and of $1 35 to tlie inhabitant. For the

same year, (1870,) the State tax in New York was $8,720,150—$2
per capita; in Ohio, $5,800,172; in Massachnsetts $7,408,902—$5 08.2

per capita. The county taxation in the eleven Southern States was, in

1870, (excluding- taxes of New Orleans included in census of counties,)

$11,000,000 for over eight hundred counties. Total taxation in eleven

Southern States, per capita, $3 39.8; in New Yovk^iper capita, $11 70.6.

The assessment of property in all the States is low. Comi)etent au-

thorities say it is not over forty per cent, of the true value in some
Northern States, but in the South the diiference between the assessed

and tiie real value must be greater.

The real estate of the South never was rated at its true value. Be-

fore the war it was an incident to slave property, and since the war it

has not found its true level because quiet, security, and coufidence have
not been restored.

The inadequate valuation of southern jiroperty appears when we con-

sider that upon an assessment of agricultural property not exceeding
$1,200,000,000, the agricultural productions for 1870 were valued at

$G07,9-40,404, over 50 per cent, of the valuation of property.

The increase of taxation since 1800—when taxes were nominal—is

generally accounted for by the increased expenses incident to free

government, in which nearly four millions more people participate; by
the change of policy giving increased attention to public interests and
improvement of towns and cities, in streets, water, gas, &c., and by
the establishment and maintenance of common schools. Thousands of

school-houses have been built, 869,507 children having been brought
under instruction at- an annual expense of more than $5,000,000. The
following table shows the condition of education in the South at

the last return, and all will agree that, though mucli has been done,
more remains to be done before the children of these States are
properly schooled.

Statement of the school population, inihlic scliool enrollment, and ^nihlw scliool expenditure, in

the late insurrcciionary States, compiled from the most recent information in the possession

of the United States Bureau of Education. {January 12, 1872.)
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Some of the soutbern white people complain of taxes for schools,
and especially of expenditures for colored schools. They forget that
the fieedmen pay a large proportion of the taxes, in poll-tax ; and they
overlook the more important consideration that though the freedman as
yet owns but little property, yet he by his labor creates property, and
that more rapidly than any other agricultural laborers in the country.
Compare the expenses for schools in the South with those in the North.
These eleven States, with 9,483,520, and 3,220,449 children of school age,
expend $5,710,338 40, (much of it in building new houses,) while Ohio
raised from taxation for school purposes, in 1870, $8,495,145 ; New York,
18,385,330; Pennsylvania, $0,048,711; Missouri, $3,007,700; Illinois,

$5,857,499 ; Massachusetts, $3,317,991 ; and all States save the eleven
Southern States raised in 1870 by taxation for school purpose alone
$55,431,901, being $23,000,000 more than was levied in the eleven
Southern States for all purposes, and probably double the full amount
collected in them.
Heavy expenses have been incurred in suppressing violence and dis-

order, amounting to several million dollars.

EXTRAVAGANCE AND CORRUPTION.

That there have been extravagance and frauds is admitted. Neither
party is responsible for them, but individual members of both, and non-
partisans, who care only for their own gains, regardless of the interests

of their party.

PRODUCTION.

There has been a steady increase in all the States, and where quiet

and order have prevailed the increase has been marked, in some places

unprecedented, except in the new States of the Northwest.
The following tables show the estimated value of agricultural produc-

tions since the war: The first table is prepared from the agricultural re-

ports for 18G6, 1867, 1808, 1809, and the census returns for 1870-1871

estimated equal to 1870. The second table is prepared from Hunt's
Year Book for 1871. The calculation of the value of cotton is made at

current rates in New Orleans for each season.

'

We believe these estimates fall far short of the true sums. They omit

sugar and rice for four years. They omit many small crops of consider-

able value for the whole time—such as fruits, vegetables, &c. They
omit the wool-clip, and they omit the increase of live stock and value

of those slaughtered or sold, which in Texas alone would be near

$50,000,000. They omit the value of all products except cotton for 1865,

which at the prices then ruling must have been worth several hundred
million dollars; and yet, with all these omissions, we have an aggregate

agricultural production since the war valued at $3,931,781,043 57.
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Value of farm products, viz : Indian corn, wheat, rye, oats, laj-Iey, huclcwhcat, potatoes, tolacoo,

and hay for the years from 186G to 1870, inclusive, and of all other farm products for 1870.

State.

Virginia
Nortli Carolina.
Sonth Carolina.
Georgia
Florida
Alabama
Mississippi
Louisiana
Texas
Arkansas
Tennessee

1806.

^55, 266,

45, 551,

14. 110,

30, 007,

3, 213,

30, 732,

20, 630,

9, 879,

23, 295,

15,043,

60, 109,

m, 511, 920
38, 332, 710
13, 578, 690
30, 375, 600

3, 87.3, 03; I

.32, 837, 750
23, 168, 730
11,919,110
18, .371, 600
19,405,840
62, 024, 800

Total 314, .5.^1,913 300,399,980 297,035,443 1332,524,584 ,607,920,403

Add total estimate for 1871

1868.

§45, 944, 040
37, 339, 097
13, 829, 120

32, 070, 730
4,541,300

31,334,730
28, 374, 708
14, 289, 200
15, 810, 700
23, 748, 046
.50,341,112

18C9. 1870.

432, 510
138, 770
6S5, 510

099, 039
010, 930
872, 200
519, 350
2G0, 75f)

002,740
704, 425
198, 300

§51, 774, 801

57, 845, 940
41,909,402
80, 390, 228

8, 909, 746
60,532,810
73, 137, 953
51,707,524
49, 187, 170

40, 051, 942
86, 472, 947

Total

.

Total.

1245,930,110
212, 207, 973
99, 1 13, 624

218, 638, 801

25. 546, 814
206,310,011
180,831,417
107,050,463
127, 674, 293
125, 553, 937
304, 146, 940

1,853,012,389
607, 920, 463

2, 460, 932, 652

Cotton crops of the United States, i^-c.
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siderations, and strikes its victims in their persons and property, as
may seem expedient ; that the effect of this conspiracy and its opera-
tions has not been to improve the financial condition of the States in
which it has operated ; but that, on the contrary, it has inllicted ahnost
incalcaUible injury upon those States by compelling increased expenses,
while diminishing their resources and depressing their credit; by pre-
venting immigration to and compelling migration from them ; by keep-
ing capital from flowing in and sending out part of what was there; by
preventing the cultivation and improvement of lauds, and lowering their

value ; by retarding internal improvement and the development of
natural resources ; b^' harrassiug property-holders and outraging indus-

trious freedmen, the most productive laborers, and by killing able-bodied
men, colored and white. We deem it safe to say that if the tide of cap-

ital and immigration which tjct southward at the close of the war had
not been checked, but allowed to flow on to its full, the aggregate pop-
ulation of these eleven States would have been five hundred thousand
more, and the aggregate value of property five hundred million dollars

greater. The organizers and managers of the conspiracy, known as the
Ku-Klux Klan, or Invisible Empire of the South, which has produced
these effects, must have anticipated them before they occurred, and
understood them while they were transpiring.

These leaders are men of high intelligence, and they must have in-

tended the results they have produced. Their piir^wse must have been
to close the South against northern men and capital ; to hold the freed-

men helpless and dependent; to govern the States and finally the

country, and thus recover what they valued more than all else—property

in slaves and political power.
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TABLES.

The following tables show the increase of live stock in these States

for three years, from February, 18G7, to February, 1871, as per agricul-

tural reports:

February, 1867.

States.

Virginia
Kortli Carolina
Sontb Carolina.
Georgia
I'lorida
Alabama
Mississippi
Louisiana
Texas
Arkansas
Tennessee

Total....

172, 547
il9, 436
43, 808
71, 024
7,080

82, 501

69, 355
3f), 208

2(J9, 080
89, 502

254, 111

1, 190, 842

>^

28, 710
32, 5G0
32, 372
03, 005
7,2IC

81, 754
71,310
57, 920
CO, 183

42, 467
09, 489

553, 178

700, 006
339, 258
210, 704
340,017

0,031
270, 507
253, 895
87. 908

940, 195
113,783
201, 427

3, 542, 300

200, 098
203, 555
148, 144
245, 033
81,958

170, 271

100, 580
74, 930

653,410
100, 103
183, 535

2, 298, 217

282, 424
292, 921
ICO, 057
338, 378
174, 101

233, GG3
240, 860
152, 120

, 458, 005
132, 094
198, 830

4, 070, 773

f^

1, 055, 945
1,160.810

299, 392
1, 590, 536

94, SOS
819, 226
717, 884
218,376

1, 312, 5.56

4S0, 804
1,317,310

9, 073, 373

Fehrnarij, 1871.

States.

Vir{;iiiia

Korth Carolina
Soutli Carolina.
Georgia
Florida
Alabama
Mississippi
Louisiana
Texas
Arkan.sa8
Tennessee

Total....

178, 500
120, 700
53, 800

112,800
16, 200

103,C;,0

82, 600
70, 800

C1.5, 700
138, 100

280, 000

1, 778, 800

29, 400
44, 400
42, 300
88, 300

9, 900
98, 700
90, 300
75, 500
82, 000
07, 900
94, 000

730, 200

^

394, 800
31,5,200

150, 700
209, ,500

30, 600
200, 200
200, 000
00, 000

,137,300
135, 000
400, 000

3, 329, 500

220, 500
203, 400

147, 500
252, 500
73, 500

177, 200
182, 000
90, 000

.590, 500
132, 000
233, 000

2, 318, 300

O.S

307, 800
298, 400
174,400
409, 500
412,000
3J4, 900
333, 500
172, 000

3, 220, 000
221,900
338, 100

6, 303, 100

757. 500
841,500
317, 200

1, 428, 900
180,000
900, 000
850, 000
300, 000

1,200,000
803, 000 \

1,520,000

9, 158, 100

Value of live stock in the South for the year 1870.

Hor.scs $125,494,609
Mules 80,157,898
Oxou, &c 64,490,393
Mil(;li cow.s 48, 575, 764
SlR't'l) 5,760,014
Hogs :58,216,397

262, 695, 076
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Statistics of puMic sclwols in the non-insurrectionary States for the year mdedJune 1, 1870.
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VAI-UE OF PROPERTY IN COUNTIES CONTAINING CITIES AND TOWNS.

Statement showing the assessed value of real and personal propa'iy i7i certain counties in some

of the late insurrectionary States, in 1860 and 1870, ivith true value for 1870, according to

file Ninth Census, June 1, 1870.

States and counties.

Assessed value of real
estate.

1870.

Assessed value of personal
estate.

18C0. 1870.

Calhoun t

Dallas
Limestone
Madison
Mobile
Montgomery J

.

Total six counties

.

ARKAXS^VS.

Crawford.
Phillips .

.

Pnla.ski .

.

Sebastian

Total four counties.

Dnval
Leon
Nassau
Saint John's.

Total four counties.

Baldwin ..,

Bartow 5 ..

Bibb
Chatham ..

Cobb
Floyd
rultnu
Muscogee .

iiichuioud

Total nine counties.

I.OUISI.\NA.

Concordia
East Baton Eouge.
Iberville
Jefferson
Orleans

Total five counties.

$3, 190, 110

15, 75-1, 332

4, 12."), 013

9, 899, 177
10, 803, 030

19, 049, 995

$1, 407, 530
7,011,900
2, 195,921

6, G58, 949
17. 570, 934

8, 839, 940

86, CG2, 501
33,911,309
9, 175,097

21, 323, 708
24, G67, 845
32, 294, COO

1294, 728

2, 707, Gil
497, 135

1,.31 1,720
0, 100, 785

4, 094, 941

69, 481, 057 4.3, 691, 240 128, 034, 520 15, 132, 920

1, 425, 900

8, 700, 722

7, 071, 007

1, 933, 189

080, 930
4, 097, 375

7, IGO, 907

9, 010, Oil

2, 331, 052
9, 508, 405
5, 800, 799

2, 037, 479

538, 753
881, 101

2, 742, 357
894, 538

19, 791, 424

937, 205

3, 222, 194
839, 603
631, 826

14, 249, 283 19, 078, 395 5, 050, 754

2, 612, 245
2, 051, 237

042, G3G
590,735

5, 030, 888 5, 890, 85;{

49, 801, 508

909, 153

2, 401, 404

5, 142, 144

14, 272, 103

1, 745, 074

3, 252, 270
10, 004, 120

4, 054, 205
7, 201, 254

49, 101,8,''>3

C, 160, G8G

4, 103, 050

17, 749, 800

7, 028, \:>o

02, 081, 212

2, 535, 895

2, .333, 745

3, G43, 543

9, 770, 920

110, 710, 945

97, 783, 558 128, 995, 048

1, 901, 990

7, 587, 581

1, 770, 708

1, 285, 470

701, 404
945, G23
204, 997
1.54, 470

12, 545, 749 2, 126, 494

8, 388, 435

5, 903, 030
10, 507, .523

19, 953, G44
5, 193, 713

0, 399, 497

11974, 085

9, 920, 0*71

17, 987, 459

515, 099
923, 282

2, 697, 195

8, 477, 219
1, 040, 330

1, 50G, 827

3, 704, 841

3, 558, 4711

0,814,301

91, 234, 057 29, 237, 724

703, 420

9, 080, 803

1, 537, 433
5, 037, 700

42, 494, 330

404, 830
339, 683
300, 415

3, 449, 500
30, 007, 943"

59, 459, 091 40, 598, 437

* True valuation of real and personal estate for 1860 not given.
tParts of Clrburno and Etowah Counties taken from Calhoun betwoen 1800 and 1870.

,

t Parts (if linUdck and Elmore Couutie.s taken from Montgomery betwoen 1800 and 1870.
5.Ca,'<s ('ciMiity in 1800.

II
Without Ailauta.
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Assessed and true value of slaves in 1860.

24:

states.
Number of

slaves.
Assessed value
at S350 eafih.

True value by
census, 1860,

1500.

Alabama
Arkansas
Floritla
Georgia
Louisiana
Mississippi
2vorth Carolina
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia

435, 080
111,115
CI, 745

462, 198
3.31, 7-26

436, 631
331, 059
402, 406
275, 719
182, 566
472, 494

$152, 278, 000
3S, 890, 250
21, 610, 750

161,769,300
116, 104, 100
152, 820, 850
115, 870, 650
140, 842, 100
96, 501, 650
03, 808, 100

165, 372, 900

S217,
55,

30,

231,

16.5,

218,

165,

201,

137,

91,

236,

540, 000
567, 500
872, 500
099, 000
863, COO
315, .500

529, 500
203, 000
859, 5(i0

283, 000
247, 000

3, 502, 739 1, 225, 958, 650 1, 751, 369, 500

The following table sliows tlie population of the several States and
of tlie Union at the several periods.

It appears that the gain since 1860 was almost entirely in the States

adhering to the Union. Indeed, during the war the insurrectionary

States lost population and have hardly regained it since.
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ELECTION LAWS OF THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES.

We have examined the election laws of the late insurrectionary States
and communications, documents, and testimony relating to tbe'ir opera-
tion, in order to ascertain what changes have been made since the war,
and how far they have contributed to lawlessness and violence. Import-
ant changes are common to all the States.
We give them in general terms, omitting minor matters, such asquali-

fications of residence, sanity, &c., and disqualifications for crimes other
than those committed in rebellion.

1. Before the war only white males of twenty-one years and over were
voters.

'Now all male citizens of twenty-one years and over, having the
qualifications of residence, sanity, &c., have the right of suffrage. The
only exception to this rule is in Arkansas, and the governor of that
State recommends the removal.

2. Before the war voting was viva voce ; now it is by ballot.
3. Before the war there was no registry of voters j now all electors

are required to register before voting.
4. Before the war the returning officers and those issuing commis-

sions were bound by the arithmetical results of the polls, and required
to give the commission or certificate of election to the person having
the highest number of votes. Now there are boards of canvassers, Avho,
in several of the States, are required not only to count the returns, but
to pass upon questions of violence and fraud, and to exclude returns
from precincts where they find the elections to have been controlled by
such means.

5. Before the war the basis of representation was, property or prop-
erty and slaves; or slaves, by enumerating three-fifths or all. In^ow it

is all inhabitants.

G. Before the war white male citizens only, and, in some of the States,

property-holders only were eligible to ofiice. Now all male citizens

having general qualification, save those under disabilities by the Consti-
tution of the United States or disfranchised in Arkansas, are eligible.

These changes were made against the will of the old ruling class.

The most important—that seeming impartial suffrage without regard
to race, color, or previous condition—was proposed by the national
Government, and accepted by the States as a condition of their re-

admission to the Union. The other changes were consequent upon and
deemed requisite to protect impartial suffrage, though some of them
may have been carried further than was necessary.

Complaints have been made by people, who have not become recon-

ciled to the results of the war, against all these changes. They complain
of equal suffrage because it elevates the freedmen, their former slaves,

to equality with themselves, and enables a few of the poorer classes of

white citizens, and citizens from the North, to combine with the enfran-

chised freedmen electors, and thus form a majorityover the greater I'lim-

ber of old white citizens of the State; and thus the control of the State is

taken from the class who have been accustomed to rule, and given to

those whom they ruled over. This complaint goes to the foundation of

reconstruction and of republican government. It is that the minority,

differing in opinion from the majority, are not permitted, on questions

affecting the majority, to govern according to their own will. Such an
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objection may seem strange to those used to the rule of majorities ; hiit

\ve shoukl not be surprised to hear it from those who have been
accustomed to govern by minority.

It was not expected that the old ruling class would be soon reconciled

to the loss of power they had so long enjoyed, nor to the transfer of that

power to classes whom they hate as enemies and despise as shives. This
complaint seems, to those who make it, strengthened by the fVict that

they hold nearly all the j^rojierty in the State, and are the majority of

citizens of intelligence and of experience in puljlic affairs. They do not
appear to consider that the abandonment and loss of their rights by
rebellion should have shaken their prestige, or diminished their weight;
nor do they admit that their influence as property holders should be
afiected by the fact that their titles, were lost by treason and restored

by the Governraont.

Mr. Wade Hampton, ex-lieutenant general in the rebel army, in his

testimony before the sub-committee in South Carolina, says

:

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Is it not true that, at the tinio this appeal was made to the Senate of the
United States, the bulk of the property—almost the entire property of the State—was
in the hands of the old white citizens of the State, who were then democrats?

Ansivcr. Yes, altogether, with the exception of a few free iiersous of color who had
a good deal of property. You are aware that a lai'ge number of them were large
property owners.

Question. In Charleston ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and all over the State. Some were very large owners of slaves.

Question. Then the inconvenience of which you were complaining was that there was
a class ofpeople—freedmen—without jiroperty, who were in the majority in the State,

and were ruling over you?
Answer. Yes, sir; and, as one of those addresses makes it, not only freedmen without

j)roperty, but vagrant whites without character, who came and took possession of the
government. Almost all the influential men—indeed, the class that represented cer-

tainly all the intelligence and all the capital of the State—was virtually excluded.
Question. The majority without i^roperty were ruling the miuoiity who had nearly

all the property ?

Answer. That was the state of things.
Question. Did it never occur to yourself, and to gentlemen of your class in this State,

that the fact that they held all the iiroperty in the State at that time was due to the
generosity aud indulgence of the Government ?

Answer. Not at all. It never struck us in that way in the slightest degree, because
the GoveiTimeut had not decided that we Avere fit subjects for iniuishment. We never
dreaded any investigation ; on the contrary, we were extremely solicitous that the
Govorinncnt should press the issue

;
press the trial of Mr. Davis, aud determine whether

wc were traitors or not.

Question. Whether the rebellion involved treason ?

Answer. Yes. sir.

Hon. IMatthew Calbraith Butler, ex-confederate general, and demo-
cratic candidate lor lieutenant governor in 1870, testifies

:

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. What is your business now, general ?

Ansicer. I am an insurance agent—the common refuge.
Qiieslion. You are not planting?
Answer. Yes, sir, I am planting.
Question. You have some landed, estate still?

Answn: Yes, sir.

Question. How much?
Ansn-er. Oni> Ihonsand six liundred and forty-two acres in one tract, and five hun-

dred in anotlicr, and lil'ty in anollier, and my residence in Edgefield.
Question. You seem to think the Govi^-nnicnt would liave been more kind to you if

it h:ul expatriated you. Do you really mean to bo so understood ?

Ansivcr. I do not know as to my individual instance. I think if they had put up a
guillotine, and clio])ped oft some lie.ids, and expatriated others, the rest would have
gut olf better. I think tlie course pursued has been the refinement of cruelty.

Question. You mean you have snfi'ered mentally, not physically?
Answer. Yes, which is far worse.
Question. None of your property was confiscated?
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Ansiccr. Yes, by my creditors.

Question. But not by the Government ?

Aiisiver. No, but by my creditors. I have not yet paid for all of it.

Question. You arc now a voter in this Skite for State officers?

Anstccr. Yes, sir.

Question. And national officers?

Answer. I do not know that I have voted ; but I have tlie right. My disabilities
have been removed.

Question. Your disabilities do not prevent your voting ?

Ansicer. No, sir.

Question. You are entitled to hold office also ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

(^ttcs/(on. You are, therefore, a full-fledged citizen?
Answer. Yes, sir, a legal citizen of the United States.

Question. Still, you thinli it would have been better to have been expatriated ?

Answer. Yes. I do not think it is fair to sjiecify my particular instance, because I
may have got along better than other men. I may have that facility in adapting myself
to the new order of things that many have not ; but I believe if there had been an expa-
triation to some extent, and executions upon the guillotine or scaffold, it would have
been mildness compared to the way that many of us in the South have been treated.

Question. You think the people of the South would have i^referred that ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and many expected it.

Question. It was according to the old precedent to banish and confiscate ?

AnstvcT. Yes, sir.

Question. After the Revolution, I believe this State did confiscate some two hundred
and forty estates of tories ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And banish some ?

Anstver. Yes, sir ; but there were no rebels. We were all rebels at that time.

Question. The peoj)le treated them as rebels against themselves ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I think the course ijursued, more particularly by the State govern-
ment, has resulted in the death of numbers of our very best people.

Question. How?
Answer. I think the course pursued in elevating a race, whose character is recog-

nized at the North as well as at the South, over them ; the practical confiscation of

their property by excessive taxation ; the loss of ijroperty ; the permanent exclusion

from all voice in the affairs of the government they have here ; the disappointment in

the results of the war; the utter destruction of all their hopes; and the unrelenting

course followed, so far as disabilities were concerned, have been the causes of the

death of many men, some advanced in years.

Question. Of broken heart?
Answe)'. Ye§, sir; disappointment.
Question. I do not speak lightly, but ask the question, for I believe that men do die

of broken hearts.

Answer. I don't know of pgople dying by a broken heart, but getting low-spirited.

I know of many instances where men have died from incarceration by Sickle's orders,^

and now he gets credit for having administered government with mildness. I know of

the cases of twenty-two of the best people in Edgefield who suffered for no cause, like

that case which Mr. Thurman offered in the Senate, in considering the Ku-Klux act.

Two of these twentv-two men died from the effects of that imprisonment. I thiuk if

he had put np a scaifold and hung that many, it would have been milduess compared

to his actual course.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. I see an unusual number of lunatics reported as in your State asylum.

Has insanity increased ?

Answer. I am not prepared to answer that question ; my attention has not been

directed to it.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Is it not true that the great mass of property-holdei-s, land-holders, were

en<raged in the rebellion, either personally or by their aid and sympathy ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think it is almost universal. I know of scarcely an mstance in

this State, unless it be Mr. Pettigru, and he was not a land-holder.

Question. How many men are there in South Carolina who are under disabilities ;

Answer. I have never estimated it. There are quite a number.

Question. Yon have no idesil

Ansivm-. No, sir ; by thinking for a time I might tell.

Owesiiow. How many are therein your own county?
, t v i , ^+

Answer. I do not know. I know a man came down the other day, "^ho 1 (i^^^ox,

dream was under disabilities, but I found that he was ; he had been a sheriff, there

must be, I should say, at the least estimate, forty or fifty.
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Qucsiion. In your countj^?

Answer. Yes, sir. General Bonliam was one, General Diinnovant another, and others.

However extravagant sucli sentiment may seem to those who love

the National Government and consider themselves fortunate in living

under it, the fact is well known that many prominent southern men
after their defeat abandoned or sacrificed their property and voluntarily

expatriated themselves and their families, taking refuge in foreign lauds.

The majority of these mistaken citizens, if not all, have returned, some
indebted to the Government for homeward passage. Thus, while other

nations banish men for rebellion, the United States brings the self-ban-

ished home. All other substantial complaints grow out of this. The bal-

lot is complained of because it puts the illiterate and the poor man on an
equality at the polls with the cultivated, wealthy, and powerful, who
might otherwise intimidate or influence him to vote against hisjudgment.
The registry is complained of because it fixes the right of every elector

before the election and precludes contest at the polls, in which the poor
and the humble might not be able to withstand their more intelligent and
powerful neighbors.

The powers vested in the registrar, and those conferred upon the board
of canvassers and other officers who certify elections and issue com-
missions, are complained of as arbitrary, and so far as these powers
enable such officers to reject qualified voters applying for registration,

or to reverse the rightful results of lawful elections, the complaints
appear well founded; but it should be remembered that these laws were
made for extraordinary emergencies. Eegistrars were to make their

lists among a people many of whom were hostile to the State govern-

ment, and some of whom, if disqualified, would make any statement
necessary to circumvent the law.

Eeturning-officers w^ere to hold elections in many j)recincts where the
lihysical force, and the superior intelligence and experience 'in politics,

were in the hands of men who were ready for any exploit which would
carry a majority, whether by fraud or violence. It was to meet such
cases as these that extraordinary powers w^ere given. Whether the
emergency justified the precautions will appear by reference to the
results in the last election of electors for President and Vice-President
of the Untied States.

"We have not, in all cases, official returns; but, for illustration, we
state the results as given in the "Tribune Almanac," and other records
believed to be authentic.

In the elections held in the spring of 18G8 for the adoption of the
new constitution and the election of State officers, and in the fall of the
same year for presidential electors, the republican vote in Georgia,
Louisiana, Tennessee, and South Carolina was as folloAvs:

State.



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 249

In North Caroliua, in 1SG8, Holdeu carried the State by 18,041 ; in the
fall, Grant's majority was only 12,13G ; loss, from spring, of G,505. In
1870, the democrats carried the State by 4,088 : loss from State election
of 1868, 23,729.

In Texas, in 1869, the lowest republican majority for State officers

was 11,579. In 1871, on the vote for congressmen, iucludiug rejected
votes, was 24,279 5 loss, 35,858.

In Tennessee, in the spring, the majority for Brownlow over Ether-
idge was 51,936 ; in the fall the majority for Grant and Colfax was
30,446; change, 21,490.

In South Carolina, in the spriug, the majority for the new constitu-
tion was 43,470; in the fall the majority lor Grant and Colfax was
17,064; change, 26,406.

In Georgia the majority in the spring for Bullock was 7,047 ; in the
fall the majority for Seymour and Blair over Grant and Colfax was
45,688 ; a change of 52,135 votes.

In Louisiana, in the spriug, the majority for Warmoth over all others
was 23,265 ; in the fall the majority for Seymour and Blair over Grant
and Colfax was 56,962 ; a change of 70,227 votes. Total change in four

States from the spring of 1808 to the presidential election of that year,

230,445 votes, reiireseuting more than a million and a half of people.

The following table shows how the change was made in Georgia

:

GEORGIA.

Table sliowing registered colored voters and repuljlkan vote for governor and
Fresident in 20 counties.

Counties.
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The most notable results of the year are exhibited by the following

table, showing- the registered vote, white and colored ; the vote for gov-

ernor in the spring of 18CS, that for President in the fall of 18G8, and
that for State officers in 1870 in Louisiana

:

LOUISIANA-
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KECAPITULATIOX.
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KECAPITULATION OF GENERAL HATCH'S REPORT.

Parishes.

Caddo and Bossier

.

Caldwell
Catalioula
Claiborne
De Soto
East Baton Eougo
East Feliciana
Jefferson
La Fayette
La F^ettc and Vermillion
Madison
Natchitoches, Sabine, and Winn.
Ouachita and Jackson
Orleans.
Orleans, Jefferson, and Plaquemines.
Point Coup6e and West Feliciana . .

.

Eapidcs
St. I5eruard and Plaquemines
St. Landry
St. Laudry and Calcasieu
St. Martin's
St. Mary's
Tensas and Concordia
Union and Morehouse

Total

20G

— 2

13

^

217
5
11
25
6
1
14
2
1

11
1

14
8

11
20
1

1
84
3

30
2
9
3
3

489

FINAL SUMMARY.
Reports of committee

:

Killed 784
Wounded by gunshot .' 85
Maltreated 365

Total 1,234

Report of Brevet Major General Hatch, assistant commissioner of the Frecd-
men's Bureau

:

Killed 297 •

Wounded by gunshot 50
Maltreated 142

Total 4S9

Appendix

:

Killed, ^vouudcd, and maltreated 1G4

Grand total 1,867

It is not denied, however, that tliese powers liave been abused.
Tliere is evidence tending to prove that in several of the States stoss
frauds have been cominittcd in refusing registration, and in miscount-
ing ballots; and certifying ofticers liave arbitrarily reversed results

—

l)ractices as often affecting republicans as democrats, because they
arc the weapons by wJiich factions of parties light each other, and iu
which members of the opposing party join the weaker faction. But of
these matters the Houses have each taken cognizance, and wo deem
it proper not to assume to pass upon the facts. In some States the
law permits returning oiliccrs to hold the ballot-boxes several day.s
before returning the result. This opens a door for fraud, and governors
of States have jecommeuded the repeal of such provisions. In several
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States tbe law, after proYiding for registration, forbids tlie challenging
of a registered voter at tbe polls. At first Aiew tbis "would seem extraor-

dinary, but explanations are made wbieb show tbat voting has been
interrupted and i)revented, and tbe public peace disturbed by frequent
and persistent cballenging of all voters differing from tbe cballcngers.

Crowds of armed men, surrounding tbe polls and enforcing sucbaplan,
migbt prevent a fair election, under color of a legal rigbt to cballenge
for cause.

AUKANSAS.

The only exception to tbe rule of impartial suffrage is in Arkansas,
"wbere tbe State constitution contains tbese provisions.

We give tbe provisions

:

Article VIII.

Sec. 3. TLe following classes shall not be i)ermitted to register, or vote, or hold
office, viz

:

1. Those who during rebellion took the oath of allegiance, or gave bonds for loyalty

and good behavior to the United States Government, and afterward gave aid, comfort,

or countenance to those engaged in armed hostility to the Government of the United
States, either by becoming a soldier in the rebel army, or by entering the lines of said

army, or adhering in any way to the cause of rebellion, or by accompanying any armed
force belonging to the rebel army, or by furnishing supplies of any kind to the same.

2. Those who are disqualified as electors, or ftom holding office in the State or States

from which thej' came.
3. Those persons who, during the late rebellion, violated the rules of civilized war-

fare.

4. Those who may be disqualified by the proposed amendment to the Constitution of

the United States known as Article XIV, and those who have been disqualified from
registering to vote for delegates to the convention to frame a constitution for the State

of'^Arkansas, under the act of CongTcss entitled "An act to provide for the more effi-

cient government of the rebel States," passed March 2, 1867, and the acts snpplement-

arv thereto.
'5. Proridecl, That all persons included in the 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th subdivisions of this

section, who have openly advocated, or who have voted for the reconstruction pro-

posed by Congress, and accept the equality of all men before the law, shall be deemed
qualified electors under this constitution.

Sec. 4. The general assembly shall have the power, by a two-thirds vote of each

house, approved by the governor, to remove the disabilities included in the 1st, 2d, 3d,

and 4th subdivisions of section tlu-ec of this article, when it appears that such person

applying for relief from such, disabilities has in good faith returned to his allegiance

to the Government of the United States : Provided, The general assembly shall have no

power to remove the disabilities of anv person embraced in the aforesaid subdivisions,

who, after the adoption of this constitution by this convention, persists in opposing

the acts of Congress and reconstruction thereunder.

Sec 5. All persons, before registering or voting, must take and subscribe the follow-

ino- oath : " I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and maintain

the Constitution and laws of the United States and the constitution and laws of the

State of Arkansas ; that I am not excluded from registering or voting by any of the

clauses in the 1st, 2d, 3d, or 4th subdivisions of Article VIII of the constitution of the

State of Ai-kansas ; that I will never countenance or aid in the secession of this State

from the United States; that I accept the civil and political equality of all men, and

a"-ree not to attempt to deprive any person or persons, on account of race, color, or

previous condition, of anv political or civil right, privilege, or immunity enjoyed by

any other class of men ; and, furthermore, that I will not m any way injure, or coun-

tenance in others any attempt to injure, any person or persons on account of past or

any political party:" ProricZef?, That it any person sUan icnowmgiy ana nuseiy

take .any oath in this constitution prescribed, so person so offending, and Ijemg thereof

duly convicted, shall be subject to the pains, penalties, and disabilities which by law

are provided for the pimishment of the crime of willful and corrupt perjury.

Section 2, Article YIII, is as follows

:

Sec 2 Every male person born in ^he United States, and every male person who has

been naturalized or has legally declared his intention to become a citizen ot the Unitca
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States, wlio is twenty-one years old or upward, and who shall have resided iu the State

six months next i)receding the election, and who at the time is an actual resident of the

county iu which he oilers to vote, except as hereinafter provided, shall be deemed an
eleetoV: Frovidcd, No soldier, or sailor, or marine, iu the military or naval service of

the Uuited States, shall acquire a residence by reason of being stationed on duly iu

this State.

The priucipal disqualifications are :

1st. Having taken the oath of allegiance or given bond of loyalty,

and afterward broken oath or bond.

2d. Having violated the rules of civilized warfare.

All i)ersons are saved from these who advocated and voted for re-

construction and accepted equality before the law, and those disquali-

fied may have their disabilities removed by the legislature, unless they
'^ persisted iu opposing the acts of Congress and reconstruction there-

under." We have no statement of the number of j^ersons now subject

to these constitutional provisions; it is variously estimated at from
7,000 to 10,000 ; but complaints are made that registrars abuse their

power to exclude persons who are not disqualified, and there is evidence
tending to show that this has been done, but to what extent we cannot
learn.

The number of male inhabitants of twenty-one years and over, in

1870, was 102,350; the number of registered voters, 71,885; number
not registered, 30,474. It does not follow that all not registered were
disqualified by the disfranchising clauses. Many may not have resided

in the State long enough, or in the county ; and many may not have de-

sired to register, though qualified. That manj- neglected to register,

appears i)roba])le from the fact that of the 71,885 registered, only 53,800

voted. Such indifference to voting could hardly have existed without
indifference to registration ; but supposing all non-registered to be dis-

qualified, we have the extent of disfranchisement for rebellion or any
offense connected with it in the whole country fixed at 30,474.

That the disfranchisement of this number of persons in Arkansas does
not give the State over to the control of the colored voters or northern
men, or both combined, appears by the fact that while the white popula-

tion is 484,471, the colored is only 122,109, the whites being nearly four

to one, and having a large majority of tlie registered vote.

We append the following table, showing the population, registration,

and vote in 1870

:

ARKANSAS.

The legislative districts—their representation— the franchise'-^—Governor Clatjton''s election to

the Senate, <)'-c.

FinST DISTKICT.

Jackson
("r;ii;;li<a(l

I'oinsftt
Croes
Mississippi

Total

o a
f. '-^

P o

1, f>:a

fi:t

nor.

4,574

1, 083
445
250
(iHG

Oo4

2, lt98

879
257
li)9

547
378

2,260

^«X O o

57:i

4211

127
371

l,eC9

774
COS
130
2r>e

2,314

rOl'ULATIOX.

5, 050
4, 324
1,494
2, 02G
2, GG2

10,762

1,012
253

1, 2^9
974

4,353

7,208
4, 577
1,710
3, 915

3, 053

21,103

m

r 4
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The legislative districts—their representatives, cj-c—Continued.
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The IcgisJaiiie districts—their representatives, <^'C.—Continued.
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be misundoratood ; and no person's name sLall be registered as a qualified voter unb^ss
be appear before tbe registrar and take and subscribe said oatb provided foV under tbo
eigbtb article and section live of tbe ownstitution.

Sec. 9. Eacb registrar sball bave power to examine, under oatb, any person applj'^-

ing for registration, as to bis qualifications as a voter ; and be sball, 'before entering
the name ot any person on tbe registry of qualified voters, diligently inc^iire and as-
certain tbat he bas not done any of tbe acts specified in tbe constitution as causes of
disqualification

; and if, from tbeir own knowledge or evidence brought before them,
they shall be satisfied that any person seeking registration is disqualified under any
provisions of the constitution, they shall not enter his name on the list of qualified
voters, though he may have taken and subscribed before them the oath aforesaid.
Each or all of tbe registrars sball have power to administer oaths to all persons appear-
ing before them for registration or as witnesses. The registrars shall issue a certificate
to every person who is found to be a qualified elector, showing tbat said elector is en-
titled to vote until bis certificate is revoked by the board of review.

Sec. 10. The registrar shall enter in theregister of qualified voters the name of every
person who shall satisfy bim tbat, though not entitled to such registration at the timf
ke applies therefor, be will become so on or before the date of the next ensuing elec-
tion.

Sec. 11. That no person shall be registered who, during tbe late rebellion, took the
oatb of allegiance to the United States, or gave bond of loyalty or for good behavior,
unless he sball show, by satisfactory evidence, that be has ever kept this said oath or
bond inviolate, or that be bas openly advocated or voted for the reccnstruction njea,surei
of Congress, or voted for tbe constitution at the civil polls at tbe constitutional elec
tion of 1868.

Sec. 12. During tbe six secular days next preceding tbe tenth day before eacb gen
eral election, the president and registrars of tbe board of registration sball meet at
tbe court-house of eacb county as a board of review, and each ofiicer of registration
shall bave a vote, and a majority of said registrars may decide any question, and shall
constitute a quorum to do business. Tbe said board of review shall pass upon the
claims of all persons who have been unable to appear before the registrars of their
respective precincts, districts, or wards, upon claims of pei-sons who consider that in-

justice bas been done them by tbe registrar refusing to record them as qualified voters
and also any objections made to persons registered as voters. If such board of review
sball be satisfied cbat any person applying to be placed on the list of voters could not
have appeared before the registrar in bis precinct, district, or ward, without great
inconvenience, they sball so place bis name, if entitled to be registered as a voter, on
tbe list of the election precinct, district, or ward in which be resides. If the board
shall be fully satisfied, from testimony brought before them, tbat any person bas been
rejected by tbe registrar wrongfully and without sufficient cause, they shall place tbe
name of such person on the list of voters of the election i)recinct, district, or ward in

which be resides, and issue him a certificate of tbe fact ; or, if it satisfactorily appears
to tbe board from their own knowledge, or testimony brought before them, that any
person bas been placed on the list of any election precinct, district, or ward of said

county who bas been guilty of any of the acts nametl in the constitution as disqualify-

ing a person to be a voter, they shall strike from tbe list of voters the name of such
person. Any person feeling aggrieved upon the decision of the board, can, upon appli

cation, have tbe testimony applying to the case and the decision thereon certified to

tbe supreme court of the State upon the same terms and conditions as ai)peal3 from tbe

circuit court.

This law seems to vest large discretion in the registrars and thereby

open the door to abuse. The voter is at the mercy of the board and
without remedy save by the disqualifications.

The governor in his message for 1871, said

:

5. To so much of Article VIII as imposes political disabilities upon a ijortion of that

class of our citizens who participated in the late rebellion. I hope no one will under-

stand tbat I am disposed to doubt the wisdom of the constitutional convention, in

tbeir action respecting the elective franchise. Upon the contrary, I regard it as having

been absolutely demanded by tbe exigencies of the times, and necessaiy to the estab-

lishment and maintenance of the State government, founded upon the equality of

men, and in harmony with tbe General Government, against which the people of tu»

State bad lately exercised all ot tbeir powers of resistance.

In a healthy condition of tbo body politic, when all its members act in harmony, to

apply disfranchisement for political purposes, would be in violation of the principles

of pure republicanism. It was only the unhealthy condition which characterized it at

tbo time that our coustitution was framed, vt'bicb justified such otherwise harsh and

extreme measures. The surgeon will not hesitate to apply the caustic to the most

Bensitive wound, if its unsound condition demands it ; but to continue tbe appli eation

17 K K
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after tbe necessity jeases to exist, will defeat the original intention and only tend to
keep up an irritating and festering sore.

I Iiavc always regarded disfranchisement as temporary in its nature, and have anx-
iously looked forward to tbe day when a sounder and healthier condition would justify
its removal. More than one year ago I took occasion to publicly express myself upon
this question. I then foreshadowed the course that I should pursue, provided the then
peaceful and healthy condition of affairs in the State should continue, and give evidences
of permanency. The time which has intervened has only strengthened the convictions
I then expressed, and I am now most happy to say that the present encouraging condi-
tion of atiairs throughout the State, in my opinion, fully warrants me in carrying out the
pledge I then made. I therefore invoke your careful and dispassionate consideration
of this important question, aud earnestly recommend that you take the necessary steps
by proposing an amendment to the constitution, Avhereby the people may tinally de-
termine whether or not these disfranchising measures shall contiimo as they are, or
cease to exist.

Should you adopt this course, I earnestly hope and believe that you will take the
initial step that will ultimately lead to permanent political tranquility and the restor-

ation of those relations of comity and good feeling that should characterize citizens of

the same commonwealth.
I would also call your attention to the provisions of the constitution by which the

disabilities may be removed from many individuals by a two-third vote of the general
assembly, aud I recommend that your honorable body take such action in all meritori-
ous cases that may be brought before you.

THE REGISTRATION LAW

This law has been in operation since the 15th of July, 18G8, and two general elections

have been conducted under it. On account of the disfranchising measures, Avhich it is

intended to enforce, it has necessarily been unpopular with that class of the community
which have l)een opposed to these measures. The duties of registrar have been conse-
quently in most instances unpleasant, and the position a thankless one. For these
reasons I have, in some cases, found it difficult to obtain suitable persons to conduct
the registration. In most instances, however, I believe the registrars have tried to do
their duty faithfully and honestly. For myself, I have no hesitation in saying that,

although the duties that have devolved upon me under this law have been unpleasant,
and such as frequently to subject mo to unjust censure, and oftentimes from men of

my own political faith, I have never shrank from their iierformance, aud am conscious
of having done my duty to the best of my abilitJ^ As a matter of economy, 1 would
suggest that the county assessors in each county, while making their assessments,
could be required to perform the additional duties of registration. This will not only
be a measure of economy, but one of convenience.

EFFECTS.

Having stated these general changes, it remains to consider how far

they have contributed to violence.

We (U'ein it obvious that these changes must have excited deep and bit-

ter opposition among the old ruling class. It is not in human nature to be
content Vv ith loss of power. But when the love of power has been long
indulged, not only by the exercise of political authority but by absolute
mastery over men, and then slaves are suddenly and forcibly rescued
from their masters and elevtted to equal-ty witli them, so that, being
in majority, or combining to form one, they become the lawful rulers ot

the State, we must expect that such reversal of the position of classes
will excite intense animosities, whi(;h only time and experience can
allay. So far as the disorders in ti.e States have arisen from causes
connected "vvith State affairs, they spring from opposition to the liber-

ation and enlranchisement of tbeslaves.
It is not within our province to consider the merits of the policy of

impartial suffrage now imbedded iu the national Constitution, but we
may icmark that the history of recoiistrnctiou shows that if the whit«
people of tjic Sonth had been willing to allow the freedmen equal rights
befor(5 the law, wilhont suhVage, the franchise might not have been
extended to them; and whether, jC reconstruction had been concluded
without imi)artial suflVage, the condition of the Union would have been
better than it is, or whether we should have had an Union at all, may
oe conjectured but cannot be known.
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If we mny judge them by their persistent opposition to equal rights
before the hiw—other than snfirnge—it seems p.obable that the same
leaders who oppose impartial suffrage would have opposed the exer-
cise of every other right by freedmen. Indeed, none of the common
rights of citizens are yet fully conceded to freedmen by that class in
any State : and Vvhere they have the power these rights are denied by
State laws enforced in violation of acts of Congress, and of the Consti-
tution of the United States, as in Kentucky, w^liere the right to testify
in courts is still 'abridged. We therefore deem it highly probable that
if equal suffrage had been abandoned its opponents would have con-
tested other rights, and would not have paused until, by State law or
national power, they had returned the freedmau to what they deem his

:'" normal condition" of subjection to the white man, if not to absolute
slavery. Perhaps the best example of the plan of reconstruction which
would have been followed by the southern leaders is that of their model
State.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

The convention elected under the proclamation of President Johnson
assembled in Columbia, South Carolina, September 1.3, 1865, and
adopted a new constitution for the State. Article IV of that constitu-
tion provides that no person shall vote unless

—

He shall be a free white man who has attained the age of twenty-oue years, and.
is not a })auper. He shall, for two years next jireceding the day of election, have
heeu a citizen of this State. Ho shall have resided in this State at least two ye;ii6
next preceding the day of election.

Under this only white men, not paupers, could vote; and only such
white men as had been citizens of the State and had actually resided
in the State for two years before the election next preceding the elec-

tion. The first election under this constitution was held on the third
Wednesday in October, 18CG. Therefore, no man voted at that first

election for State officers and legislators except white men not ]>aupers,

who were citizens and actual residents of the State in October, 1804, and
had so continued until the election. A pauper by the common law was
one who had not five pounds sterling.

Section 5, article I, provides that

—

The honse of representatives shall consist of one hundred and twenty-four members,
to be apportioned among the several election districts of the State, according to th^
number of white inhabitants contained in each, and the amount of all taxes raised bj'^

the general assembly—paid in each—deducting taxes paid in property in other dis-

tricts.

This ajyportionment was to be made on the enumeration of 1859 until

another should have been made in 1809, saving, however, until after the

new apportionment, the old "parish" system, which gave great advan-
tages to the coast region over the other parts of the State; taxes were
to be levietl only on j)roperty.

Section 11, Article I, provides that

—

The senate was to be composed of one member from each old election district, and
two from Charleston. The districts were so arranged as to give greater representation

to the coast region than their numbers of white people would have entitled them to.

These two sections (basing representation partly on white population,

but chiefly on property) gave control of the legislature to the coast

region ; and the property basis, the ])arish system and arrangements of

districts, practically secured to the while men of the low country the

right to vote for the freedmen of that region—as before the war they

had voted on account of their slaves—both for State and JSTational

officers.
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liad voted on account of their slaves^both for State and Kational

officers.

Section 13, Article I, provides that

—

No person shall be eligible to or take or retain a seat in the Lonse of representatives

uuloss he is a free white man who hath attained the ago of twenty-one years, and hath
been a citizen and resident of thiS State for three years next preceding the day of

election.

Under this section no person was eligible at the first election who was
not a citizen and resident in October, 1863, and from then until the day
of election.

Section 14, A^rticle I, provides that

—

No person shall be eligible to or take or retain a seat in the senate unless he is a free

white man who hath attained the age of thirty years, and hath been a citizen and res-

ident of this State five years next preceding the election.

Under this section no person could be elected senator in 1865 unless

he had been a citizen and resident of the State in October, 1861, and
from then until the election.

Section 3, Article II, provides that

—

No person shall be eligible to the office of governor unless he hath attained the age
of thirty years, and hath been a citizen and resident of this State for the ten years
next preceding the day of election.

Under this section no man could be elected governor in October, 1865,

UHless he had been a citizen and resident in October, 1855, and until

the election.

Article VIII provides that

—

All laws of this State in force at the adoption of this constitution, and not repugnant
hereto, shall so continue until altered or repealed by the general assembly.

Section 11, Article IX, provides that

—

The slaves in South Carolina having been emancipated by the action of the United
States authorities, neither slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for

crime, whereof tho.party shall have been duly convicted, shall ever be re-established

in this State.

Under^these two sections all laws passed prior to the constitution,

save such as applied to slaves, remained in full force, and the conven-
tion by ordinance so provided. This left the code relative to " free

negroes" and paupers in full force. Subsequently the law prohibiting
colored seamen from landing in the State Avas repealed, but in other
respects the freedmen were committed to the old system. Other States
adopted constitutions with the same general features, and all proceeded
to enforce them by legislation, civil and criminal, discriminating against
freedmen. Could a i)lan have been better calculated to secure and per-

petuate power in the hands of men who ruled the State before the Avar
and led her into rebellion, or to make the freedmen dependent upon
their old masters for all the rights of men and citizens, as they already
were for means of support 1

FREE PERSONS OF COLOR.

Under this constitution all provisions of the old "negro code" ap-
plicable to free persons of color were continued in force, though a majority
of the ]MH)ple Avcre colored, and then free. Let us consider under what
kind ot laws they must have lived. It would be diflicult to determine
I)r('cisely what laws were in force in 1860, for it was said by Mr. Justice
Burke in 1780

:

The laws of this country, on which depend the lives and property of the people,
now lio concealed from tlieir eyes, mingled in confused chaos under a stupenduous
pile of old and new law rubbish, past all probability of being known, only to law pro-
iessoro.
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And by Judge Brevard in 1814 :

The evils ard multiplied, and more inveterate by the acc-nmiilation of new laws
and the lapse of time.

The laws were not collected until 1836 to 1841, and there has been no
general revision or collection since, so that only skillful and experienced
lawyers familiar with the statutes could have discovered the rights or
limited the disabilities of colored persons.
But from this confusion some things stand out clearly enough, and

show that before the law of South Carolina a free person of color was
only a little lower than a slave. No such person could enter the State
either from a foreign land or from any other part of the Union. A
native of the State leaving it was forbidden to return. Those who
remained were heavily taxed ; as late as 1820 the tax was $50 jier annum.
They were forbidden to carry or have arms.
They w^ere forbidden to assemble, either with each other or with white

people, for mental instruction, unless their doors were left open and
free to all comers and goers.

They were forbidden to teach each other to read and write on penalty
of scourging; and it was forbidden even for white persons to employ
any free person of color as a clerk, salesman, or tradesman.
The following statute provided for iiunishiug one who should pre-

sume to assault a white man

:

Act 0/1722, Section XIX.—(See South Carolina Statutes at Large, Vol. VII, p. 377.

And he it further enacted hj the authority/ aforesaid. That if any negro or slave whatso-
ever shall strike any white person, such negro or other slave, for his or her first offense,

by information, given upon oath to any two justices of the peace, shall be severely

whipped afld have his or her right ear cnt off; and for the second oifense of that kind,

if he or she hath been con-victed of the first, it shall be left to the two justices and three

freeholders to inflict any punishment according to their discretion, death excepted.

And in case any negro or slave shall so assault and beat any white person, by which
the said white person is bruised, wounded, maimed or disabled, in such case the said

slave shall be punished with death : Provided altoays, That such striking, conflict, or

maimed be not by command of, or in lawful defense of, their master, mistress, manager,

or owner of their families, or of their goods.

This was applicable even to cases of the highest provocation and
self-defense. The substance if not the letter of this act continued in

force.

ALABA]\IA.

As we have the Alabama constitution of 1865, let us examine it also.

The convention of 1865 assembled on September 12th. The constitu-

tion vested the right of suffrage iu all white male citizens of the United

States twenty-one years of age who had resided in the State one year

before the election.

The first election was held :N'ovember 1, 1865, so that to vote at the

first election a man must have been a resident of the State November 1,

1864.

Eepreseutatives must be "white men, twenty-one years old, residents

of the State two years and of the county one year." So that to be

chosen at the first election they must have been residents of the State

November 1, 1863, and of tlie county November 1, 1864; senators,

" white men, twentv-seven years old, residents of the State two years

and of the county' one year." They also must have been residents

November 1, 1863. The governor must " be thirty years old, a native

of the United States, and resident of the State four years," so that he

must have resided in the State since November 1, 1801.
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How carefully did this convention provide for the retention of power
in the hands of the old wliite rebel element ! In the declaration of rights

they proclaim

—

That no man, and no set of men, are entitled to exclusive sei^arato emoluments or
privilegos but in consideration of iiublic services.

And thereupon they confer exclusive privileges on the white men of
Alabama, whose only "i)ublic services" were as rebels. They declare:

That all political power is inherent in the people, and all free governments are founded
on their authority and instituted for their benefit.

And tbereupon they proceed to vest all power and authority in a class

representing little over half the people, disfranchising, disabling, and
subjecting hundreds of thousands of citizens, and leaving them under
unequal and unjust laws, which made them serfs and drove them
from the State. They made the following singular provision

:

BILL OF RIGHTS.

Section 9. Tliat no person shall, for any indictable offense, be itroceeded against
criminally by information ; except in cases arising in the laud and naval forces, or in

the militia when in actual service, or, by leave of the court, for oppression or misde-
meanor iu office : Provided, That in cases of petit larceny, assault and battery, aflray,

imlawful assemblies, vagrancy, and other misdemeanors, the general assembly may by
Itiw dispense with a grand jury, and authorize such prosecutions before justices of the
peace, or such other inferior courts as may be by law established ; and the proceedings
in such cases shall be regulated by law.

The word " vagrancy" was a trap for freedmen, as their legislation after-

ward showed, and in Article IV they provided :

Section 36. It shall be the duty of the general assembly, at its next session, and
from time to time thereafter, to enact such laws as will protect the fi-eedyien of this

State in the full enjoyment of all their rights of person and property, and guard them
and the State against any evils that may arise from their duddeu emancipation.

Having i)ossession of the State and mastery by law over the freed-

men, they, as a parting salute, on the 30th of September, 18G5, adopted
the following

:

A EESOLTJTION requesting tlio Prosident of the TJiiiteil States to remove tbo United States forces
from this State, except the garrison of tbo coast.

"Whereas the people of the State of Alabama Lave taken and subscribed the oath
of amnesty, as prescribed in the President's proclamation of May 29th, 1805, and have
given other and unmistakable evidence of loyalty ; and this convention having complied
with the conditions and re(xnircmeuts necessary to restore the said State to its consti-
tutional relations to the Federal Governnieut : Tliereibre,

Be it resolved bi/ the people of the Slate of Alahama in convention asscmlled, That his ex-
cellency, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, bo respectfully requested
to direct the removal from this State of all United States forces, except the garrison of
the coast.

JOe it further resolved, That the president of this convention bo instructed to transmit
a co])y of this resolution to his excellency the President of the United States.
Adopted 30th September, 1865.

How much foundation there was for the premise on which their request
was based will iippcar hereafter.

PRACTICE AS TO RIGHTS OF COLORED PERSONS.

Having seen the spirit of the constitutions and laws passed by the old
rulers of the South in 18G5-'00, let us look at the record of the treatment
of the freedmen by the wliites.

Senate Ex. Doc. No. U7, Thirty-ninth Congress, first session, contains
a description of the general condition of the South in 18G5, from ofBcers
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of the Army serving under General O. O. Howard; their accounts come
ti-om all parts simultaneously, and show the same general condition and
sentiment, and simikir manifestations in act, difiering only in degree.
It appears from these reports that the whites were bitterly opposed to
the liberty of the freedraen, and only conceded their rights upon compul-
sion. The opposition arose from a desire to hold on tothem as i^-operty,
or at least control them as serfs, and from prejudice against every
advance toward equal rights. This feeling was almost universal, and
was exhibited by acts of violence and outrage^ •

We open the book and take the States as they come:

Kentucky, (pp. 9, 10, 11, 12.)

Bureau Refugees, Fkeedmjen and Abandoned Lands
States: OF Kentucky and Tennessee,

Assistant Covimissiontr's Office, NasJiville, Tennessee, February 14, 1866.

General : Kentucloj.—I regret that I am uuable to report the Bureau affairs progress-
ing as smoothly in Kentucky as in Tennessee.
The frefidmen of the State are very generally disposed to enter into labor contracts

for wages, or a share of the crop, and most of them prefer remaining in their own State
to euiigration elsewhere. On the part of a large majority of the whites, I believe there
is au honest desire to adjust on a iair basis the new relations arising from the abolition
of slavery, but the Bureau is not a popular institijtion with them. They regard its

its presence among them as nnauthorizcd, denounce its officials as usurpers and des-
pots, and clamor for its immediate removal trom the State.

lu obedience to orders iuimcdiately upon the ratification of the constitutional
amendment forever abolishing and prohibiting slavery, I extended over the more thau
200,000 freedmeu of Keutuclvy the supervision of this Bureau, and appointed agents in

a few counties only. SuxJ^'i'i^itendents were selected from the citizens, and appointed
upon the recommendation of the best men I could coHsult. The Kentucky legislature

has, by numerous resolutions, called upon Government to remove the Bureau from the
State ;' propositions to forever disqualify any citizen from holding an office in the State
who might act as an agent of this Bureau were introduced and discussed. The'ofticial

State pa])er (Louisville Democrat) has declared that by the ratification of the constitu-

tional amendment the slavery question has become more unsettled than ever, and
many of its readers believing its doctrines, practice accordingly, and still hold freed-

meu as slaves. These influences in opposition to freedom have rendered it difficult to

conduct the Bureau affairs in Kentucky with that harmony and efficiency which have
elsewhere produced good results.

More thau twenty-five thousand colored men of Kentucky have been soldiers in the

Army of the Union. Many of them were enlisted against the wishes of their masters,

and now, after having faithfully served their country, and beeu honorably mustered out
.of its service, and return to their old homes, they are not met with joyous welcome, and
grateful words for their devotion to the Union, but in many instances are seourged-,

healen, shot at, and driven from their homes and families. Their arms are taken from
them by the civil authorities, and confiscated for the benefit of the commonwealth.
The Uiiiou soldier isfuicd for bearing arms. Thus the right of the people to keep and
bear arms as provided in the Constitution is infringed, and the Government for whose
protection and preservation these soldiers have fought is denounced as meddlesome
and despotic w^hen through its agents it undertakes to protect its citizens in a constitu-

iioval right. Kentuckians who followed the fortunes of John Morgan, and did all in

their power to destroy the nation, go loaded down with pistols and knives, and are

selected as candidates for high positions of honor and trust in the State. The loyal

soldier is arrested and pimished for bringing into the State the arms he has borne in

battle for his country.

That you may have a bird's-eye view of the protection afforded the freedmen of Ken-

tucky by the civil law and authorities, I have the honor to invite your attention to

the following extracts from communications received from our correspondents in that

States.

C. P. Oyler, of Covington, writes as follows

:

"Jordan Finney and family (freedmen) lived in Walton, Kentucky; they owned a

comfortable home. Two of the daughters were Avivcs of colored soldiers, and lived

with him. Returned rebel soldiers hereinafter named combined to drive this family

from the State. They attacked the house three times, abused the women and cbil-

dren, destroyed all their clothing, bedding, and furniture to the value of $500, and

finally drove them from their homes. The names of the perpetrators, so far as known,
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are Allen Arnold, Jolan Arnold, Franklin Yowell, Woodford Fry, L. Snow, and Robert
Edwards ; all live in Walton, Kentucky, An attempt -was made to bring these par-

fie« to justice, but it failed, as colored testiviony could not be received. This same man
Finney has a daughter held as a slave by Mr. Wideu Sheet, «of Boone County, whom
he values at $1,000. Sixteen armed men resisted Mr. Finney and an expressman whi'.u

they went for the girl, and beat them cruelly with clubs and stones."

"An old colored man named Baxter was shot and killed by James Roberts, for refu'?-

ing to let Roberts in his house. The civil authorities will neither arrest nor punish said

Robert*!, as there is no testimony except of colorotl persons." (Reported by Thomas
Rice, Richmond, Kentucky.)
"I«ndsley Taylor, of Richmond, stabbed a negro on the 30th of January, for no cause

save that the negro did not wish said Lindslcy to search his house. ' The civil authori-

ties tried Taylor and acquitted him." (Reported by Thomas Rice, superintendent.)
L. L. Pinkerton, superintendent of Fayette county, at Lexington, reports that, " in

his and the opinion of all whom he has consulted, the freedmen cannot receive their

just rights without a considerable military force."

C. P. Oyler, Covington, writes :
" The civil officers, after the late action of the Ken-

tucky legislature in regard to the Freedmen's Bureau, refused to co-operate with me,
and manifest a disposition to drive the Bureau out of the State. It will be impossible
to secure to freedmen their just rights without the aid of a military force. Colored
people are driven from their homes and their houses burn«',d."

William Goodloe writes: "The counties of Boyle, Lincoln, and Mercer 'are infested

with guerrilla bands. Outrages are mostly committed upon colored persons. The evi-

dence of colored persons is not taken in court. I am powerless to accomiilish anything
without soldiers."

" Peter Branford, a returned colored soldier, in Mercer County, was shot by James
Poore, a white man, without cause or provocation."
Judge Samuel A. Spencer, of Green County, writes :

" A great many colored men are
beaten, their lives threatened, and they refused the privilege of returning home because
they luive been in. the Army. I cannot accept the agency on account of the action of the
Kentucky legislature."

E. P. Ashcraft, of Meade County, writes.: " Richard, William, Jesse, and John Shack-
lett, and Martin Taylor, returned rebel soldiers, have on different occasions attacked
negroes with fire-arms, and say they intend no d—d niggers shall live on this side of
the Ohio." " The civil authorities are powerless."

R. W. Thing, of Warren County, writes: "An old negro was killed by gun-shot
while attempting to run from a white boy eighteen years of age, to escape a whip-
ping."
"A freedman was attacked in his cabin and shot. He and his wife ran to the woods,

with bullets Hying thick and fast around them from five or six revolvers, the woman
escaping with her life by tearing off her chemise while running, thei'eby presenting a
darker-colored mark."

" A woman was stabbed by a white woman in the neck, the knife penetrating the
windwipe, for giving water to a Union soldier in a tumbler."

" A woman and her son were horribly cut and inangled with the la8h,and^then hung
by the neck until so nearly dead that water had to bo thrown in their faces to revive
them, to make them acknowledge that th(!y bad set a house on fire."

" A woman recteived a severe cut in the head from a club in the hands of a man, who
dro've her from lier home because her husband had joined the Ai'my."

There aresevc'ral cases of robbery of colonel jx-rsons by returned rebels in uniform,
in Russellville, Kentucky. The town marslial takes all arms from returned colored
soldiers, and is very promi)t in shooting the blacks whenever an opportunity occurs."

" I have a case in hand to-day, where a white man knocked down an old man eighty
years of age, liecause he asked for and urged the necessity of his pay for cutting eight
cords of wood."

" There has been a large number of eases of women and children being driven from
h</me on account of their husbands enlisting."
"It is dangerous for colored people to go into Logan, Todd, Barren, and the north

part of Wiirn II Counties, after their childreu."
"A Ireediiiau's wife left her former master, and came to live with him, (her hus-

band.) She was followed and shot at."
" A furloughed soldier of the Twc-lfth United States Colored Artillery was murdered

at Auburn, Kentucky, while sitting on his bed. Tlie civil authorities do nothing in the
ciuje."

" An old freedman in Allen County was shot and killed, because ho would not allow
himself to be whipp(ul by a young man."

" Major Lawrence, of tlu! Seventeenth Ktintucky Cavalry, rc])orts that ai negro was
shot in one of the streets of Russellville last night. No cause wliatover for it. Several
negroes came to me to know what they should do, saying they had been robbed by a
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party of men wearing the Confederate States uniform. The judges and justices of the
peace, in almost every instance, are rebels of very strong prejudices, wbo will not even
take notice of the most hideous outrages, and if a case is turned over to them they will
not administer justice. The action of the courts in Southern Kentucky indicates that
the day is, far distant when a negro can secure justice at the hauds'of civil law."

" In Grant County a band of outlaws, styling themselves ' moderators,' made an
attack upon the colored citizens for the purpose of driving them from the State. They
went late in the night to their homes, took them from tlieir beds, stripped and whinped
them until they were unable to walk."

Colonel William P. Thomasson, of St. Louisville, Kentucky, writes that "outrages
and wrongs upon freedmen are numerous, especially upon returned colored soldiers.
A few nights since a colored soldier just mustered out, with his money in his pocket and a
new suit of clothes on his back, was waiting for the cars at Deposit"Statiou,a few miles
from Louisville; four or five young rowdies of tlie place set upon him to rob him. He
was a light-colored man, and one of the robbers said to his fellows : ' He is a y^Mte
man ; let him alone.' A dispute arose as to his color, and he was taken into a grocery,
a lamp was lit, and the question of his color settled. He was then robbed of his
money, arms, and clothing, was stripped to tbe shirt, and told to run. He did run,
and was shot at while escaping, and the shot took eftect in his hand."

I am in daily receipt of similar reports from our superintendents, judges, sheriffs,

and military officers. Some of the writers dare not be known as giving this informa-
tion, fearing assassination as the consequence.
For narrating at a freedmen's commission anniversary meeting in Cincinnati, on the

18th ultimo, what I had myself seen of brutalities in the "Blue Gniss," I have been
denounced in the Kentucky legislature as a liar and slanderer. A committee has been
apjiointed to investigate the matter. I have furnished them the names of witnesses,
and requested that their powers be enlarged, and they authorized to investigate the
condition of the freedmen throughout the State ; but I have good reason for believing
that the committee will simply make a report that General Fisk is a great liar, and
should be removed from office, &c. It is well to remember that a more select number
of vindictive, pro-slavery, rebellious legislators cannot be found than a majority of the
Kentucky legislature. The President of the United States was denounced in the senate
as a worse traitor than Jefferson Davis, and that, too, before the Bureau tempest had
reached them.
The entire opposition is political, a warfare waged against loyalt;/, freedom, and justice.

I have endeavored to administer the affairs ot the Bureau in Kentucky precisely as

in Tennessee ; have studied to be conciliatory in every particular, and not to interfere

in the least with the civil affairs of the State, except my duties and orders imperatively
demanded it. As yet, the legislature have enacted no laws securiug impartial lib-

erty and right, and I very much fear they will not at this 'session. The late letter of
Major General Palmer, on Kentucky affairs, is truthful aud candid. I wish her good
people would heed his counsel, and her lawmakers follow his wise suggestions.

There are many old, infirm, and sick, and orphans in Kentucky, who have been
thrown upon the Government for support. Rations were issiied to this class in Decem-
ber at a cost of $4,993 5(>—eightfold the cost of sustaining the same class of persons in

Tennessee the same month. In the latter State the people have much more generously
treated the unfortunate freedmen, especially the families of fallen soldiers, than have
the Kentuckians ; hence the cause of the increased expense to the Government of pro-

viding for the destitute freedmen. Every effort is being made to secure homes for the

widows and orphans in other States. A "large number have been kindly received and
provided for in Ohio and Indiana. The " Western Freedmen's Aid Commission " have
rendered mo valuable service in locating this class in comfortable permanent homes.

In making this extended report of Kentucky afiairs I wish nothing to "extenuate
or aught set down in malice." It is best that you understand the case fully. I rejoice

that there are so many persons in the State who treat the freedmen justly and gener-

ously. Outlaws in different sections of the State, encouraged by the pro-slavery press,

Avhich daily denounces the Government and its officials, make brutal attacks and raids

upon the freedmen, who are defenseless, for the civil law-officers disarm the colored

man and hand him over to armed marauders. In neither Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama,
Mississippi, nor Arkansas, where I have had an opportunity of observation, does there

such a fiendish spirit prevail as in some portions of Kentucky. I trust that ere long

the better portion of the peoiile will rise in their indignation, and demand that justice

be done to all the citizens of the State.

It has fallen to my lot to officially stand by the death-bed of slavery in the United

States. Kentucky's throes are but the expiring agonies of the great barbarism.

I trust the Government will insist upon strict justice for every man, woman, and

child who through the Red Sea of civil strife has marched from slavery to freedom.

I will try to do my whole duty, regardless of denunciations, jeers, and threats of

assassination. I will give cheerful heed to your admonitions and counsels.
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While I remain in this positiou I desire the power to protect the poor, the weak, and
the ignorant, who coniidently look to this Borean for the protection which the State,

made rich by their unrequited toil, yet fails to afl'ord them.
Very respectfally, your obedient servant,

CLINTON B. FISK.
Brevet Major General, and Ansisiant Commissioner

Major General Howard,
Commissioner, i)'-«., Washington, D. C.

South Oakolina, (pp. 21 autl 22.)

Anderson District.—Here, in July last, a planter proposed to his hands that they
should siijn a contract to work for him daring their life-time. They refnsinji;, the planter
drove them away without food or compensation for labor done. Four of them, three
men and oue womau, went toward Columbia, but before reaching there they were over-

taken by two white men, mounted and armed, whom the phxnter had sent in iiursuifc
;

asking the frcedmen where they were going, and being told, they seized them, and
taking them to the adjacent woods, tied two of the men by their hands and feet to

trees, leaving the third man to hold their horses. The whites then each fired a shot
at each of their two victims, killing them instantly. The third escaped by running to

and jumping into a creek near by, the whites firing at but not hitting him. They then
stripped the womau naked, gave her fifty lashes on the bare bade, and compelled her
to walk back to the plantation. She was then put at the plow by day aud confined by
night for a week without anything to eat. At this time an officer happened at the
place, to whom the womau told her situation. The officer took her and her children to

the place where her husband and the other man had been killed, found remnants of
the bodies and buried them, then sent the womau and her children to Charleston. On
her arrival she gave birth to a dead infant, her sickness preventing her from telling

her story until this time. The planter paid the two murderers for their services with
twenty yards of cloth, three bushels of rice, two bushels of salt, aud a Government
wagon. The case has been referred to the department commander with the request
that the murderers be brought to justice.

Cltarlcston District.—A freedman reports that his employer beat him violently, and
then, being irritatcid against the freedman because the court decreed $75 damages for

the assault, refused to give him any portion of the crop. The owner was in the rebel
army, aud returned to the place some months after the working of the crop had been
commenced by the freedmen. In another part of the district a young woman, big with
child, was, without any provocation thereto, tied up by the thumbs, an'd Avliile in that
positiou was brutally kicked by the overseer, the family of the woman being then all

ordered off the place. From another part of the district a planter took his old hands
into North Carolina, and after working them nearly all the year, sent them with little

or no compeusation to make their way to their old home as best they might. On
another place two of the hands (a man and woman) were stripped naked and brutally
whipped ; and another who left on that account was deprived of a horse (his personal
property) and refused any share of the crop. In another part a planter had one hun-
dred people on his place who have made for him a good crop, of which he refuses to
give them any part, even for their immediate use and support.
Besides those cases s))ecilied in the report, where freedmen have been driven away

by their employers without pay for labor done, a report has been received from one
of the agents ou the coast, giving a list of seven planters who have thus defrauded
their cmployds out of pay to the amount of over .^1,700.

Arkansas, (p. 27.)

Mr. Gantt, in his report just received, says: "I .im pressing the point vigorously
OX)on our j)eo[)l(! that Ijodili/ coercion fell as an incident of slavery. I\Iany of our best
faiTners confess that I am right; others growl and wish to be allowed to enforce their
contracts, the simple English of which is to ^whip the nif/ger,' and that I tell them they
can't do. » # * * *

" I He(; by the act of Congress organizing the Bureau that its existence is limited to
one year after the war. If it should not be extended there is no hope for tlio freed-
men of Arkansas, Texas, and tliat i»ortion of the South remote from railroads and
telegraphs. They will be starved, murdiired, or forced into a condition more horrible
than the worst stages of slavery. Our j)eople's wrath over defeat Avould ))e ])onr(Hl

upon the heads of the lielpless ones once their slaves. I say this sorrowfully of our
people, yet 1 know it ia but too true—their prejudices give way slowly."

Mississipn, (p. 45.)

The condition of the whiti; ])(H)ple is not so encouraging. I cannot explain the seem-
ing coutradiction, yet the feeling against "Yankees" aud the General Government
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is strouser than ever before. It was impossible for me to expose mv uniform to view
anywhere, on the cars or on the streets, without heariuij such remarks as " That's a
damned Yankee;" "What does he want here?" " He had better not stay long,'^ &c..,
&c. They are not disposed to treat any person representing the Gov<>rnment, who is
unsupported by a military force, with any respect or even common decencv. Of course
it is the lowest class of the community who talk in this way, and swagger around in
such a style

;
yet it is a bad state of society in which such an element is so much on

the surface as to seem to rule tlie whole. White men are murdered by this class and
no notice taken of it ; robbing and plundering are of nightly occurrence in most ofthe
towns in the State

;
yet the citizens and the authorities seem powerless to arrest it.

There is a lack of efficiency in the State government everywhere; it is not vigorous,
and does not secure the lives and property of the citizens.

(See p. 3:3.)

That upon a certain lot iu Shongalo there stood an old dwclling-house,*containing
four or five rooms ; also two smalh>r buildings, the property belonging to a Mr. Bin-
ford, who had at different times rented theVhole to colored families for dwellings;
and at the time of the fire there were nine or ten different families occupying the
buildings, and paying rent from time to time. Mr. Binford had never desired them to
quit his premises, or expressed dissatisfaction with them as tenants. On the evening
of November 25th the colored people were having a party, and about 11 o'clock, while
they were enjoying themselves very pleasantly, a company of about twenty white men
came up suddenly, set fire to all tlui buildings, and surrounding them, began to dis-
charge fire-arms ; also refusing to let the people come out at the doors ; a few escaped
through the doors, the rest through the windows, taking such things as they were able
to carry. The whites drove the colored people away, and went round picking up bun-
dles and other articles of property, throwing them all into the fire; they caught the
poultry and threw them into the fire ; they also shot a hog in the pen. One man, a
stranger in the place, stoi)piug in the neighborhood that night, hearing of the party,
had gone to it, and when about to make his escape, spoke to a woman near him, say-
ing, " Come on ; follow me; there is no danger out here:" when some one replied to
him, saying, *.'D—u you, I'll show you whether there is danger or not;" then several
shots were lired at him ; he fell, and his body was lifted up and thrown into the fire,

and was burned so, that when the inquest was held the jury was unable to distinguish,

either the race or sex, and called in a surgeon to decide. The colored peojile say they
were afraid to tell all they knew about the matter before the magistrate for fear of

being killed.

An old abandoned meeting-house, a half mile north of this place, in which colored

families were living, was burned on the night of November 27 ; other houses occupied
by colored people have also been burned. Thinks these outrages were luenieditated

and generally acquiesced in.

Florida, (pages 48 and 49.)

The people at large show a spirit of dislike or hatred to the freedmen tliat is hard to

account for

The great majority of the members of the legislature, now iu session, are opposed to

the equal or semi-equal rights of the freedmen.

The legislature refused to have the United States flag raised over the

State-house.
(Page 128.)

Near Tallahassee I met an intelligent freedman, who, in answer to my questions, dis-

closed the fact that he had received for the labor of the past year, 15 bushels of cora,

100 pounds of pork, and a small measure of peas. He had, as in former times, with the

help of his family, cultivated a small garden of his own ; but the products of this had
been taken from him.

Alabama, (p. 65.)

It seems, in certain neighborhoods a company of men, on the Taight before Christmas,

under alleged orders from the colonel of the county militia, went from place to place,_

broke open negro houses, and searched their trunks, boxes, &c., under pretense of

taking away fii-e-arms, fearing, as they said, an insurrection. Strange to say, that

these so-calied militiamen took the darkest nights for their purpose ; often demanded

money of the negroes, anrl took not only fire-arms, but whatever their fancy*or avarice

desired.
' In two instances negroes were taken as guides from one plantation to another,

and when the party reached the woods the guides were most cruelly beaten.

I really believe the true object of these nightly raids was not the fear of an insuiTec-
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tion, but to intimidato and compel the lilacks to eiit«r into contract. For this same
pnipose I found men who drove the freedmen from their houses on Christmas day,

l)ecause they would not contract, thinking they would prefer to remain on any terms
than to be driven out, with their wives and little children, into the storm to seek new
homes. Some plant<n's attempted to make it as difficult as possible for freedraen to

change their homes, by declaring that a negro should not hire again within ten miles

of his former home.

General Wager Swayne says, (p. 66 :)

Office Assistant CoMJnssiONEn,
Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands,

Montgoviefy, Alahama, December 26, 18C5.

GENERAt: My usual weekly report was not forwai'ded last week in consequence of
my feeling it necessary to go to Mobile immediately upon the adjournment of the legis-

lature. I however telegraphed you a summary of the action of that body, and i"e-

quested Colonel Cadle to send you copies of the bills with an apology for myself. I

returned from Mobile on Saturday, having been four days en route in consequence of
attempting to come u}! the river in a boat which met with an accident. I send you in-

closed two slips from the Mobile Register and Advertiser, containing letters to that
paper, which give the best account I have seen of the legislative action last week. It

is j)roper, however, to observe that I have studiously avoided interfering with that
body, and have not been in either house except on occasion of the inauguration. On
Friday the governor sent for me. I found in the executive office Governor Pattou,
Governor Parsons, the president of the Senate, and other gentlemen. They submitted.

to me three bills, the approval of which was under consideration : 1st. The apprentice
bill, which I could only pronounce the revival ofslavery, so far as concerned persons under
age. 2d. The contract bill, which I was obliged to pronounce the revivalof slavery for

all others, except as to sale of persons. 3d. A bill to revive those parts of the slave code
which refer to free negroes. I simply opened the statute-book and pointed out pro-

visions which required all free negroes to leave the State within thirtj'^ days, and others
of the same or worse tenor. I moreover advised them that the fact that 10,000 copies

of all these bills had been ordered "for immediate distribution," showed that the status

of the courts here was not understood, and that I had been obliged to issue my circular

No. 3, which has been sent you.
Thereupon, Mr. Crenshaw, the president of the senate, drew the bill which was pre-

sented, to abolish the distinction of color in the administration of the laws. It was a.

time of profound feeling, but I am assured that the bill will pass next month. Mean-
while I hope and trust Congress will save them the trouble. From first to last I have
asserted, with deepening conviction, that on this condition, and this only, is it just, or
wise, or safe, to allow civil justice to have exclusive power among this people, and from
this condition, while I have the power, I will not swerve an inch. But there will be
a continual fight about it until they see the line of strict equality laid down by Con-
gress.

I wrote you some time since that I was not satisfied with the working of the courts
here, and that the difficulty arose not so much from :i denial of justice as from failure

to use its ordinary nu^ans. Several eaues of outrages luivc come to my knowledge, pei^pe-

irated by men in dinguisc, and in the night.

This shows that outrages in disguise had commenced in 1865.

Texas, (pp. 78, 79-83.)

I can also report that instances of shooting, cruel abuse, and violent assaults upon
freedmen are perceptibly on the decline, though still not uufrequeut, especially in the
less accessible portions of the State ; for the wrongs increase just in proportion to their
(listauce from the* United States authorities.
No instance of this kind, coming to the attention of this Bureau, is permitted to pass

without (rial and puiiiHliiiK^nt. 'i'licse ca»scs almost defy any attempt to record them,
and are reckoned liy liuiidrc ds, ranging i'roni downriglit nnuder, savage beatings, mer-
ciless wl)i]ipings, bunthig men with trained bloodhounds, througli all the lesser degrees
of crucify and crime.
The cnfire (moj* laisfsd in Texas—cotton, corn, sugar, and Avhcat—was gathered and

saved by th(! 1st of December. Most assuredly no white num in Texas had anything
to do witii gathering the croi)s, exc(!pt perhaps to look on and give orders. Who did
the work ? Tht; freedmen, I am well convinced, had something to do Avith it ; and yet
there is a fiercie murmur of comphiint against them everywhere that they are lazy and
insolent, and tliat tiien^ is no liope for a better condition of afi'airs unless they can be
permitted to resort to the overseer, whip, and hounds.
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Two-thirds of the freedmen in the section of country which I traveled over have
never received one cent of wages since they were declared free. A few of theui were
promised something at the end of the year", but instances of prompt payment of wages
are very rare.

°

I saw freedmen east of the Trinity River who did not know that they were free until
I told them. There had been vague rumors circulated among them that they were to
be free on Chi-istmas day, and that on New Year's there was to be a grand division of
all the property, and that one-half was to be given to the black people.
The report circulated so extensively among the freedmen with regard to the division

of the property on or about the holidays, and which was believed by many of them,
was taught them by the citizens during the war.

Public speakers in different portions of the State declared and insisted that the only
object the Yankees had in continuing the war was to free the negroes, and that if the
southern people were beaten, all the lands and property would be taken from them and I

giveii to the blacks, and that the poor whites and rich people alike would be enslaved.
It is not strange that the freedmen hearing this matter talked ofpublicly for four years
by men of influence and standing should finally believe there was some truth in
it. Nearl.v all the freedmen I met preferred to wait till after Kew Year's before making
contracts for the year 1866.

In the vicinity of Mounts Jordan and Jasper, on the Neches River, and San Augus-
tine, and in all that section of country situated and being between the Neches and
Sabine Rivers, and as far north as Henderson, I was credibly informed, and firmly
believe, that the freedmen are still held in a state of slavery, and are being treated with
the most intense cruelty by their former masters ; and I am well satisfied that the
freedmen will be kept in ignoraiict^ of their true status, and will be forced to work
without wages in these isolated <li.stricts until troops can be sent to occupy, for a time
at least, this portion of the State, and until a few wholesome lessons have been admin-
istered the natives.

Geoegia, (p. 97.)

In almost every case, as heretofore reported, the withdrawal of troops has lieeu

followed by outrages on the freed people ; their school-houses have been burned, their

teachers driven oft or threatened with death, and the freed people by fraud, and even
by violence, made to enter into unjust and fraudulent contracts. The responsible and
educated classes are ashamed of these outrages, and loudly and justly claim that they
should not all be judged by the j)eople who are mean and cruel enough to T)ractice

• these wrongs ; but the convictions of the former never take form in action—seldom in

a manly, open protest. It requires the most careful nursing and culture to keep alive

even a show of justice toward the freed people.

Nearly all the females and young men, and all the blacklegs and rowdies, are open
and defiant in their esjtression of hate for Yankees and negroes. The simple truth is,

that the only public opinion which makes itself felt is as bitter and malignant as ever.

These are the facts, and any theory or policy which disregards or ignores them is of
little account, no matter by whom advocated or sustained. Unless we keep a firm,

just, kind hand upon these people, all our past labor will be thrown away.
A large number of troops is not required ; but the State is one of the largest, and

unless small garrisons are kept at many points, most unfortunate results will certainly

follow ; labor will be insecure and untrustworthy, and industrial operations will be
sadly interfered Avith. Some of the unpleasant consequences to be anticipated are

already exhibiting themselves; as, for instance, the recent attack on the garrison at

Brunswick.

« Louisiana, (p. 112.)

Much opposition has been encountered from those who do not believe in the eleva-

tion of the negro—the more, perhaps, as, by the labor order of General Banks, to obtain

his services they were ohlujed to help pay for his education. A multitude of facts

might be given.

ViRGiNiA, (pp. 152 and 157.)

A military officer, especially if he had anything to do with the negro, was found to

be peculiarly abhorrent in sections of the surrounding country. Indeed, rebels had

not altogether laid down their arms. Here and there a desperado or two still stealthily

continued the straggle, shooting a Union man, or officer, or soldier; or, not daring to

do that, the unarmed and defenseless negro, especially if he dared, in anything, to

claim his proper liberty. On this line the old spirit of slavery remained. r>aths, am-

nesties, special pardons, the dower of peace, the demands of self-interesi, -with some

were not enough ; a negro still was the proper object of their warfare.
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At Alexandria, Captain Hambrick's provost court for freedmen, established at your

request by Major General Augur, has been eminently serviceable in securing justice.
_

A strong disposition has been shown on the i)art oC the local judges and city magis-

trates to consider as still binding the old judicial rules in reference to uegro testimony

and suits.

Efl'oits to punish by whipping were revived, but were checked by the prompt order

of General Augur.

JlAUYLAND, (pp. 157, 158.)

Lieutenant S. N. Clark, my efiQcient acting assistant adjutant general, made repeated

examinations in Maryland, in answer to complaints, taking afildavits, and gathering

trustworthy testimony. These reveal an antagonism between capital and labor hardly

to be expected in a St;tte where emancipation came by the voice of the people, and
where the greatest present complaint is scarcity of labor. A lingering feeling of dis-

loyalty to the Government led many otherwise respectable people to countenance the

misdeeds of those prompted to personal abuse of the negro, by their ignorant prejudices,

and his jiowerlessness to secure legal redress. Cases of personal' assault were numerous ;

the punishment of any assailant, if white, by the law, was unknown.
The same statute which debars the negro the right to testify where his person is im-

periled, applies also where his rights of property are invaded. He can by no means
compel the good faith of his white employer.
The law in Marylaiid by which, as interpreted, colored children maybe apprenticed

without the consent of their parents, and th(» abuse of it, bad as it is, operate to re-

move all those who would escape the forced separation of families, which formed so

ead a feature of slavery.

Even written contracts to labor, including the names of each member of a family,

have proved insuiiicient to protect fron) apprenticeship those whose age alone brought
them within the scope of the law ; and it has often happened that the children taken
were the mnin-stay of aged parents, whose best years had been spent in unrequited
toil for their mas*^ers.

The fruits of these abuses have been not alone discouragement and hardship for the
laborer, but uncultivated fields, short crops, and consequent iJecuuiary loss to the

employer.

North Carolina, (p. 101, 1803.)

Some were tied uj-* and whipped without trial, some were driven from their homes
without pay for their labor, without clothing or means of support, otlicrs were for-

bidden to leave on pain of death, and a few were shot, or otherwise murdered.

A nnmber of cases follow, including' one in Gates County, where a
wcaltliy man lield twenty-three persons, his former slaves on his farm,

and drove them by a colored overseer, by the lash, as in slavery, punish-

ing all resistance with great cruelty. The report says, after this and
other cases of outrage and wrong

:

A hundred pages of similar reports might bo co])ied, showing, on the one side, that
many freedmen need the jjresence of some authority to enforce upon Ihem their new
duties ; and on the other, that so far from being true that " there is no county in which
a freedman can bo imposed upon," [speech of .Tudge Reed in constitutional conven-
tion,] there is no county in which he is not oi'tener wronged ; and these wrongs in-

crease just in proportion to their distance from United States authorities.

Thus we see, from Maryland to Mexico, th(^ same general spirit of spit«

against the freedn)an, and determination to keej) him down and use his

hibor without compensation. Had this been allowed it must have led

to a renewal of the substance if not the ibrm and name of slavery.

Indeed, it was but an effort to cling on to the body of that institution

though (lead in law.
Had the n;ition i)ermitted the enforeenunit of this plan of government,

we slionld have said to his former master, " take back your slave and
do with him as you will, only call him not a slave, but call him a freed-

man, paupei', appr<Mitice, or what else you ])lease, and treat him ac{M)rd-

ingly. Touch liim in ])roperty, liberty, ami life—bind liim by any sys-

teu} of laws you deem best lor yourself, but do not call them slaves."

We would not be understood as doubting the wisdom of the righteous
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policy of impartial suffrage. In all the States, save one or perhaps two,
its benefits are so plain that they begin to be acknowledged by all. In
Virginia its advantages are confessed by the governor—who says in his
last message, December G, 1871

:

Wc hcavo now bad the benefit of ne.arly two years' experience under the new order
of things, resulting- from the ahnost unanimous action of the people in 1HG9. We were
the tirst voluntarily to inaugurate the experlmeut of universal suffrage, and equality
before the law. Perhaps nowhere else could that experiment have been so siu;cessfully
tested—certainly nowhere else has it been so faithfully and so impartially tried. Rad-
ically opposed to preconceived and- well considered opinions—fraught, as thoughtful
men well knew, with the gravest possibilities—nevertheless, our experience has demon-
strated that uuder favorable circumstances it may be rendered not only not autag-
onistic, but rather couducive to good and stable republican goverunient.

Certain it is, that since the restoration of civil government in our State, we have
enjoyed a degree of peace and good order, of obedience to law and respect for authority,
equalled by few and excelled by none of our sister States. While it is true that this is

due in a very large measure to the law-abiding character and high moral sentiment of
our people, it cannot be denied that, to a certain extent, it is due to the fact that every
citizen of the State, no matter what his race, or present, or previous condition is, or
may have been, has been fulh^ protected in all the rights and immunities of citizen-
ship.

Progress and prosperity, the natural and, in this country, almost inevitable sequence
of peace and good order, also obtain. «

Our report upon the financial condition of the Stqites shows unexam-
pled prosperity, especiall}^ in States and cities where order ha's pre
vailed.

It is the general testimony of old citizens of the South that, notwith-
standing the conspiracy known as the Ku Klux Klan, there is more
general order and peace in the South than before the war; while
this may surprise those familiar with the recent disorders, and un-
familiar with southern society before the war, we deem the statement
not extravagant, for the conspiracy appears to us an attempt to exer-

cise in localities, in despite of law, that tyranny and lawlessness which
was, before the war, open and unrestrained, and more general, if not so
cruel. We should remember how common it was to scourge colored

men, andhow i)erilous for northern citizens or southern emancipation-
ists to be found in the Gulf States. How freely the revolver and the
knife were used in the rcuconter or the duel.

It is admitted that in Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas the general
condition of society is better than ever before.

Our report on finance shows what advances have been made in inter-

nal imi^rovements and in education. There have been thousands of

school-houses built, and there are more than three-quartos of a milUon
chihhen at school in these States, being doable the number before the

war; and education is not confined to the children of freedineu; there

are more white than colored children at school.

LOUISIANA.

There are but two States where impartial suffrage seems yet on trial,

Louisiana, and South Carolina. But in Louisiana the present troubles

do not arise from the exercise of suffrage by freedmen ; all classes in

that State profess and seem to be satisfied with equal rights. The
struggle is between politicians, chiefly white men, for possession of the

State government. The factions are both republican, both contain white

and cdored men, both are sustained by democrats, and the majority of

democrats seem to sympathize with the faction containing the majority

of ireedmeu.
The white people of Louisiana are not ruled by the colored people,
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because the white people are in a practical if not an actual majority.

There are no citizens disfranchised. In- 1870 the white population was
302,065, and the colored 364,210—majority of colored inhabitants, 2,145,

If voters were in proportion to population the colored majority of

voters was not above four hundred. The increase by immigration is

chiefly white, and the decrease b}' emigration, colored ; and it is proba-

ble the white voters are now a majority, but if the colored voters be a
majority of four hundred, the boasted superiority of intelligent property-

holding white men must be vain if, on questions of common interest,

they cannot control enough colored electors to preserve the common-
wealth.

SOUTH CAKOLINA.

In South Carolina, however, the case is different. There the colored

element has a large majority. By the census of 1870 it appears there

were 289,607 w^hite to 415,814 colored; colored electors, 120,147. No
citizens are disfranchised, and the majority of colored electors should be
in proportion to the i^opulation—about 30,000. In this State the institu-

tion of slavery was most fully developed ; here it was not a domestic insti-

tution as in some other Sttttes, but it was, from its introduction by the
colonists, a speculation in the labor and life of the slave—an arithmet-

ical calculation of the greatest value to be obtained from his labor in

the shortest time and at the least cost. Beginning on this basis it

grew more selfish as more profitable until the theory was promulgated
that the Creator had made the black man for the white man's use, and
that African slavery was a " Divine institution."

The first operative grant emanated from Charles the Second, and
passed the dominion over to a party of his favorites, who were styled

the " Lords Proprietors." The spirit of the proprietors may be seen in

Davidson's History of South Carolina, a school-book written by a south-

ern man for southern use, (on page 24
:)

These eight noblemen Avcre called the lords proprietors of the colony they founded
in America. They pretended to wish to convert the Indians into Christians; but their

real object was no doubt to make money. They obtained their charter in 1663—seven
years before they made the actual settlement. They did not mean to come to settle in

America themselves ; but they got people to come over and settle the country, w^ho
were to pay them money for the lands.

They were a companj^ of non-resident speculators, who ruled the
colony as their })roperty.

In 1072 Sir John Yetimans was sent over from the Barbadoes to gov-
ern the colony. Mr. Davidson says

:

The new governor had been a jilanter iu Barbadoes, and brought with him to Caro-
lina a number of slaves, for the purpose of cultivating an extensive farm which ho got
upon the Ashley River. These were the lirst negro slaves ever iu Carolina.

Then commenced the speculation in slavery, which ended only with
the late rebellion. Mr. Davidson says

:

Governor Yeamans was very unpo])ular with the Carolini.ans, because ho treated
them liarshly; taxed them heavily; sent away, in his trading-shiits, the ju-ovisions
that wen- n((;ded in the colony, because prices were higher in the West Indits; and
pursued tlie l)UsincHS of trade, ofteu to the detriment of his own jjcojile, trying iu every
posKil)le way to make a fortune ibr hiiiiscif

Mr. Davidson tells us, that in the winter of 1086, James Colleton, who had been
apjiointed, commissioned, and sent by the lords proprietors to be governor of the
Carolina province, "arrived."
Governor Colleton took the part of the lords proprietors against the people; and

there was a great wrangling ])etweeii the peoi)le and the govenu)r, in various w:iys,

for several years. Governor Colleton was very harsh and disagreeable to the people
;

and wa8 in favor of making them pay heavy tuxee and not letting them take much
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part in makiug tlicir laws. At one time, when tbe people bad become very obstinate*
be declared martial law all over tbe colony, altbougb tbere was no fear of any invasiua.
He did tbis to Avorry tbe people into doing wbat be wanted tbcm to do. Ho tried to
prevent tbeir trading witb tbe Indians also. At last, in 1C90, tbe people banished their
governor.
While tbis wranrfing between Governor Colleton and tbe people was going on, one

Setb Sotbel came from North Carolina to tbis colony, and claimed to be above Gov-
ernor Colleton, because be was a lord proprietor, having bought the share of tbe Earl
of Clarendon. In tbis be was partly right ; and as the people wanted somebody else
than they bad, they took his part and banished Colleton, and Sotbel acted as governor
for a Avbile. But be abused bis power so much worse than even Colleton had done,
that the people were very soon glad to get rid of him. His main aim, like a great
many others in those days, was to make money for himself. For tbis purpose he
seized ships trading witb the port of Charles Town, pretending that they were inrates;
and would liberate them only after their owners bad paid him immense sums of money.
He would also let off criminals convicted of crimes by the courts, if they would i^ay
him money.

SLAVERY IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

Slavery began as a custom by eiislavinc,- Indian captives. Tbe first

negro slaves were brongbt from tbe Barbadoes by Sir Jobn Yeamans,
who became governor in,lG72. They increased very rapidly, so that
in 1708 the colony consisted of 9,580 persons. Of these, 4,080 were white,

120 of these being servants ; 1,400 Indians, all slaves; and 4,100 negroes,

also slaves, a majority of slaves. And in 1737 there were 50,000 inhab-

itants, 37,500 being negro slaves, and the number continued to increase

while slavery lasted. Before 1708 the laws had taken cognizance of

slavery by restraining the masters from indulging their slaves in the

liberty of going about, and afterward general regulations were adopted.

The character of the institution may be best judged by reading some
sections of the statutes enacted from time to time, "for the better order-

ing and governing of negroes and slaves." They are found collected in

the Statutes at Large, Vol. VII, page 341 to 474 inclusive. They extend

in time from 1690 to 1835 ; other statutes, since adopted, were in the

same vein. It was repeatedly enacted under the proprietary govern-

ment that

—

Whereas tbe plantations, estates, &c., cannot be well and sufBciently managed and
brought into use without tbe labor of negroes and other slaves, &c.
Therefore all negroes, mulattoes, mezotints, or Indians, which at any time heretofore

have been sold and now are held and taken to be or hereafter shall be bought and sold

for slaves, are hereby declared slaves, and they and their children are hereby made and
declared slaves to all intents and purposes, excepting such as are set fi-ee by law for

merit.

Any one claiming freedom must jirove the right, the burden being

against the claim.

In 1740 it was said, in a preamble, "Slavery has been introduced and
allowed,. and the people commonly called negroes, Indians, mulattoes,

and mestizoes have been deemed absolute slaves and the subjects of

property in the hands of particular persons;" and thereupon the statute

proceeds to declare all such persons held and sold as such to be deemed

slaves, excepting such as can show themselves free.

Under these acts, passed from time to time, all captures were confirmed.

The children followed the condition of the mother though the father

were free, whomsoever he might be. The laws were very strict, restrain-

ing the slave on the plantation, forbidding him on severe penalties to

leave it without a "ticket," regulating the master in giving tickets, and

punishing him for indulging the slave in the liberty of going about or

working for wages. It was natural to seek escape from such bondage,

and, as the country was new, flight was possible. To meet this, the tol-

ls K K
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lowiiii? provisions were made A. D. 1712, aucl contiaued in substance

and renewed from time to time. (See Vol. VIII, p.,357, sec. XV.)

And he it fitrtJier enacied Inj Ihe anthoriiij aforesaid, That in case any negi'o or slave

Rliall inn from bis master or mistress, with intent to go off from this province, in order

to deprive his master or mistress of his service, snch negro or slave, being declared

guilty of the same by two justices and three freeholders, as aforesaid, shall suffer the

pains of death ; and in case any negro or slave shall be gnilty of enticing or persuading
any other negro or slave to run from his master or mistress' service, in order to go off

front this province, and being convicted of the Lsame before two justices and three free-

holders, he shall bo severely whipped, not exceeding forty lashers, and shall also bo
branded in the forehead with a hot iron, that the mark thereof may remain. But if

any negro or other slave shall so temi>t and practice with any negro, or negi'oes^ or

other slave or slaves, and him or them so tempted, actually convey away, or send off

from this province, or be taken in the very act of taking or carrying him or them
away, in order to carry him or them off and from this province, such negro or slave,

80 tempting and persuading the other negro or slave, as aforesaid, being found gnilty

of the fact by two justices and three freeholders, a8 before directed in this act, shall

suffer the pains of death ; and the negro or negroes, or other slave or slaves, so con-

senting to the persuasion and enticemejit of the other negro, and shall go oft' from this

province, or be taken in the vorj^ act of running from his or their master or mistress,

in order to go from this province, and being adjudged guilty of the same by two jus-

tices.aud three freeholders, as aforesaid, they, the said two justices and three fi-ee-

holders, shall give sentence of death, or other punishment, as they shall think fitting,

against the criminal or criminals, and by their warrant cause execution to be done ac-

cordingly.

Id., p. 359, sec. XIX

:

And he it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid, That every slave above sixteen

years of age that shall run away from his master, mistress, or overseer, and shall so

continue for the space of twenty days at one lime, shall, by his master, mistress, over-

seer, or head of the family's procurement, for the first offense be publicly and severely

Vp^hipped, not exceeding forty lashes. And in case such negro or slave shall run away
a second time, and shall so continue for the space of twenty days, he or she so offend-

ing shall be Inandcd with the letter R on the right cheek. And in case snch negro or

slave shall run away the third time, and shall so continue for the space of thirty days,

he or she so olfending, for the third offense, shall be severely whipped, not exceeding
forty lashes, and sliall have one of his ears cut off. And in case such male, negro or

slave shall run away the fourth time, and shall so contiune for the space of thirty

days, he so offending, for the fourth offense, by order of procurement of the master,

mistress, overseer, or head fW" the family, shall be gelt. And if a female slave shall

run away the fourth time, then she shall, by order of her master, mistress, or overseer,

be severely whi])ped, and bo branded on the left check with the letter R, and her left

car cut off. And in case any negro or slave shall run away the fifth time, and shall so

continue by the space of thirty (hijs at one time, such slave shall be tried before two
justices of the peace and freeholders, as before directed by this act in case of murder,
and being by them declared guilty of the offense, it shall be lawful for them to order
the cord of one of the slave's legs to be cut off above the heel, or else to ]ironounce
sentence of death upon the slave, at the discretion of the said justices; and any judg-
ment given after the first oft'ense shall be sul'licient conviction to bring tho otleuders

within tlie penalty for the second offense ; and after the second, within the penalty of
the third, and so for the infiicting the rest of the punishments.

(Id., p. 380, sec. XXVIII.)
And he it further enacied hy the authority aforesaid, Tliat in case any negro or other

slave shall harbor, conct^al, entertain, and give victuals to any runaway slave, know-
ing liim or her to be such, upon complaint made thereof to any justice of the peace,
such negro or slave, by order of the justice, shall be severely whipped—not exceeding
forty lashes.

In 1835 it wn.s enacted, (p. 380, sec. XV :)

That whereas divers evil-disposed persons have heretofore attempted to allure and
steal away slaves with the specious jiretenses, and inomising them freedom in another
couutry, " any person so offeudiug should suffer death as a felon."

If a ncfrro or a slave struck a white person, his right ear was to be
cut oft"; for the second oftense, any penalty save death. If the white
person was injured, the penalty was death, provided the striking were
not on behalf of the master, or his family or property.
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In lSi2 it was provided that

—

Whereas negroes and other slaves, under pretense of hunger, do frequently lirc;ik
open corn-houses and rice-bouses, and steal from thence corn and rice, " therefore, for
the lirst otFense they should be punished by branding on the right cheek and wiii|.-

ping—not exceeding thirty-nine lashes—and for the second by branding on the Iclt
cheek and whipping, and for the third olfeuse death."'

It was the duty of all ofiBcers of militia and patrolmen to pursue run-
aways, and they were rewarded for taking them alive or dead and, if

vrounded iu the attempt, they were pensioned from the i)ublic treasury.
Ofiicers were rewarded for inflicting punishment, and punished for
neglecting or refusing to do so. Persons refusing to testify against
slaves were punished. Masters neglecting or refusing to prosecute
their slaves were themselves punished, and their slaves given to inform-
ers. Thus the laws were more cruel than their masters, but after a time
the operation of these laws hardened the masters, and they became more
cruel than the laws; and in 1822 it was provided that whereas there is

sometimes reason to suspect thjit slaves do run away for want of suffi-

cient allowance of provisions, therefore the master suspected should be
required to answer at the next session of the peace; but no provision is

made for feeding the slave pending litigation.

When slaves were executed, or died under punishment, the value was
paid the master from the ]iublic treasury, but so frequent were the
executions, that these payments became a very heavy burden, and trans-

portation was substituted, and the slaves were sold away; but soon the
slaves found that a privilege, and the law was repealed, and provision

made that the county where the offense was committed should pay for

the slave executed. Slaves were tried by summary proceeding before

one justice and two freeholders.

The spirit of the government and people is displayed l)y Judge
Brevard, iu his review of the legislation. He makes some remarkable
statements. He says of the proprietary government, even of the con-

stitution which Locke was employed to frame:

The stamp of the proprietors is evident on the face of the iystrument in the aristo-

cratical form of government, and the complexity and extravagance of its details. The
genius of Shaftsbury rather than that of Locke is displayed iu the composition.

He speaks of the discontent of the people, and says that, in part of

the colony, " discord and distraction reigned without control." He speaks

of continued exactions and troubles.

The imposts raised to pay expense of the government in 1725 were
22.22G pounds sterling—more than twelve hundred thousand dollars

then ; equal to five millions now. In 1731 the amount was but 11,511

pounds, but in 1750 it was 150,000 pounds, equal to nine hundred thou-

sand dollars. Judge Brevard tells us of cruelties, oppressions, and dis-

orders, and violent measures taken by "Regulators," and of efforts by
the Government to suppress them, and says

:

The instruments employed by the Government to subdue the spirit of rebell'ou and
enforce the existing system were men of little or no character or respectability, the

obsequious control of men iu power, who abused their authority, and fattened on the

general distress.
' Amid the tumult of civil strife the laws were silent, and their place was not always

supplied by those of humanity. .

The government was founded on slavery as its " corner-stone;" prop-

erty iu slaves was a qualification to hold office. The power was iu the

hands of the slaveholders, and they used it to prevent the division of

lauds, and retain control, not only of the government, but of society.

A man had honor and authority in the State in proportion to the roll

of his slaves and the breadth of his domain.
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By the census returns for ISGO, it appears that there were then in the
eleven States only 048,559 improved farms, and they contained 59,710,090
acres, while there were about 100,000,000 acres unimproved, a great
])art of which was owned by the planters, and left uncultivated for fresh

land when their improved lands were exhausted. In South Carolina the
number of forms was 33,171, containing improved lands, 4,072,551 acres

;

average per farm, 1,378 acres ; while 11,023,859 acres lay uncultivated,

chiefly attached to the plantations

To show how lands and slaA'es were aggregated, Ave refer to the testi-

mony of Hoii. James Chestnut, ex-United States Senator from South
Carolina, and Hon. Wade Hampton, ex-lieutenant general in the confed-

erate army, before the sub-committee, in South Carolina

:

Mr. Chestnut says

:

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Do you know, as a general fact, bow the real estate is held in this State
;

in what quantities?
Answer. Do you mean under what tenure ?

Qvestion. No, sir ; but whether in large or small tracts ?

Answer. Generally in large tracts. There are some small tracts. I cat up one farm
and niadc nineteen for small purchasers, some to negroes and some to whites.

Question. What do you mean by large tracts ?

Ansu-ei: Ranging from three thousand acres to six thousand acres. I sold ten thou-
sand acres in one mouth.

Question. Are these lands generally held by those who held them before the war

—

these large tracts ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I may say they generally are. There have been a great many
instances of compulsory sale, and some by the State, that have been bought and divided
up.

Question. What part did the land-owners take generally as a class ?

Answer. They were in the war.
Question. On the southern side ?

Answer. Assuredly ; certainly.

QueMion. You took part ?

Anaicer. Yes, sir. I was in the war from the firing of the first guu until the moment
of the surrender.

Question. How much landed estate have you ?

Ansiver. Now? •

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. I do not think I have a solitary acre.

Question. You have sold it all ?

Ansiver. All of my own. I am representing, though, a very largo interest in my
father's estate. I am holding my father's estate for others.

Question. To wliat amount ?

Jtnsivei: Well, sir, I should say to the extent of five thousand acres—about that. A
good many of my colored fellow-citizens have bought tracts under mo—some of my
ncigli1)or8 known to me.

By Mr. Van Trump :

'

Question. You were better than this land commission ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I took the trouble to get it up. I had my lands resnrveyed and
marked, and spent weeks in the woods ; had the lands neatly j)latted^ and I found
l.iirchasers to a considerable extent.

Mr. Hampton says

:

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Was any of your property confiscated, general ?

Answer. Noue, except my negroes and the burning of my house and all that was
in it.

Question. I ask as to confiscation according to law?
Answer. No, sir; I do not know that there Las been any confiscation according to

law.
Question. There ]ias been none by legal proceedings in your case?
Answer. No, sir; n<)n(; at all.

Question. What landed estates have you f

Answer, -l have noue at all now, sir.
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Question. What had you at tbo close of tho war ?

Answer. I had about twelve thousand acres and nine hundred negroes at the close of
the war. Of course I did not have the ut-groes, because they had been freed. I had
upward of nine hundred at the beginning of the war.

Such a goverumeut in such hands \yas the rule of the iniuority. The
goverumeut of South CaroUiia Avas not a repubhc ; it was an aris-

tocracy based on property, chieHy in slaves, with the advantages of sta-

bility and economy, but the disadvantages of tyranny, elevating and
enriching a few, while condemning the masses to poverty and ignorance.
Poor white men, small property-owners, mechanics and tradesmen,

and even professional men and merchants, to a less extent, were depend-
ent on the good will of the planters. That this government was cheap
has been shown in our financial report.

The chief receipts came from banks and business.
That it was honest cannot be denied, ifindeed a government can be hon-

est w^hich oppresses the masses for the benefit of the few. Those who
administered ife were dealing with their own interests. It was a close
corporation; they taxed themselves for their own uses, and expended
the resources of the State tor their own ends. But what has this aris-

tocracy, founded on slavery, cost the people of South Carolina and her
lordly rulers at last ? Kas it been the cheapest or the best in the end 'i

Governments are not for a day or a century; they are intended to endure,
and should grow better with time. Under this government, the favored
few grew rich, proud, and arrogant, while the masses became poor, igno-

rant, and servile. Such a community was the nest in which to hatch
State-rights into secession, and m t;me the monster was brought forth.

The leaders having supreme i)ower at home, could not bear to lose con-

trol of the National Government. They rebelled, and drew the masses
with them.
The common people tell us they did not.want to fight, but were obliged

to follow their leaders. The same ruhng classes in other States having
produced a similar condition of society, though none so bad, were for

secession ; the people held back until South Carolina precipitated war.

Then the leaders in other States urged the i)eople not to abandon a '' sister

State," and State after State was hurled into the confiict, the people

knowing not how. Plain men all over the South tell us they did not desire

disunion nor war, but were compelled to follow their '• great leaders,"

and go " with their States" and with " the South." It was the system

of government which prevailed in these States, but most perfectly in

South Carolina, based on slavery, with authority in the hands of a few,

whigh caused the war, with all its losses of blood and treasure. The
State of South Carolina entered that war in 18G0 with 291,800 white

people, and at the end of a decade she had 289,607. If peace had con-

tinued, she would have had over 320,000. When she seceded, the prop-

erty in the State was assessed at over 8100,000,000 ; when she surren-

dered, it was reduced to less than 8100,000,000. Could any form of gov-

ernment have been more costly 1 But the loss to herself was light com-

pared to that she inflicted on the South and the country.

The seceding States began the war with over five billions of propeity.

They came out with less than two, when, if peace had continued, they

should have had over seven billions. Hon. Gabriel Cannon, of Spar-

tanburgh County, South CaroKna, ex-State senator, ex-lieutenant gover-

"nor, and member of the legislature at secession, testifies as follows

:

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. You have instituted a comparison between the expenses of this State prior

to the war and since, and have shown that there was a remarkably cheap State gov-

ernment hexe 1
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Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is it true that the State goveiument before the war was iu the hands
priucijially of iiieu of property ?

Ansiar. No uiau could be a member of either house unless he was a i:)roperty-holder.

By Mr. Vax Thump :

Question. To what extent ?

Aiisicer. One hundred and fifty pounds, if a member of the house. It came down
from old times.

By Mr, Stevensox :

Question. In real estate ?

A)!S!cir. There was a provision that if a man owned a certain number of negroes he
was e]i.<j;ible.

(^iiesiion. He must haye real estate or a certain number of negroes ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir] and a senator must have double that amount ; that is my recollec-

tion—double the amount for the senate that was required for the house; but every
free white man twenty-one years of age, except*paupers, &c., could vote.

Question. For ]iersous who were eligible ?

Answer. Yes, sir
;
jiaupers were not.

Question. The State of South Carolina has the distinction of having led off in seces-

sion ?

Answer. I bclive it was the first one.
Question. "Were you in the legislature?
Answer. 1 was in the senate.
Question. You have some knowledge of the fact ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Have you ever made an estimate of what the war for secession cost the
State of South Carolina ?

Ansicer. No, sir ; I do not know that I have. I have seen rough estimates. I do not
know that I have made any myself.

Qutsiion. What were they ?

Answer. For instance, in the loss of slave property. The property of South Carolina,
Ijefore the war, I think, was variously estimated at from four hundred and fifty to five

hundred millions of dollars. The slave property and the banks, the moneyed interest,

and everything of the kind, were all swc^pt away, as you are aware.
Question. About what amount I

Answer. I think since the war—and perhaps that will come very near to covering tho
question a.skitl a while ago—that the jiroperty of the State is now estimated at a little

h^ss than |;'200,000,000.

By Mr. Van Tkump:
Question. Is it $184,000,000?
Avswcr. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Then it cost the State from two hundred and fifty to three hundred millions
of dollars, according to that ?

Avsieer. There would be that difl:erence.

Question. Do you know what was expended by the State during the war ?

Answer. The war debt I could tell if I had the documents.
(,>Hr>:tion. But do you know what was expended ; something was aiipropriatcd" and

expended, was it not ?

Answer. Yvs, su' ; and bonds wore issued, which are repudiated.
Question. Do you know how much was expended ?

Avtwer. No, sir.

Qurstion. You never made any calculation of that ?

Answer. No, sir.

Qrestion. Do you know what the war cost tho country, or Avhat it cost the whole
South ?

Answer. No, sir, it would bo very hard to tell, I presume. I have seen statements of
Hk", f)ubli(! debt, but I pnvsiimn you' know much better than I do .-ibout that. I cannot
answer tlie ()ue.stion. I think it is very dout)tfiil whether any living man knows.

(,>ii(Sliou. Do you not tiiink that, that little aristocratic, cheap government you had
rtsnltvd ratliei- expcnsivoly in tho end 1

An-twer. Ccr(.ainly the war h.-w been a very expensive thing.

The war heiuy; over the National Government first attempted to rc-

eonstriu-t the Htates witliout shivery tlironj^li tlic wliite citizen.s. It was
vain. The disease wan too deep. The wltite leaders were incapable of



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 279

doing justice to their former slaves. The masses of white people were
more helpless in the hands of their old leaders than before the war.
Those leaders met in convention and revised and remodeled constitu-
tions and enacted laws which disfranchised and disqualified more than
three and one-half millions of citizens, and under pretense of regulating
their labor bound them to involuntary servitude in the name of appren-
ticeship—a form of slavery which would have had many of the evils of
the old system without its compensations. Kot one of these millions of
American citizens was to have any voice in the Government they con-
tributed to support and defend ; not one could hold the lowest otiice or
vote for any officer, even in localities where they were a majority of tlie

people. This attempt to perpetuate the rule of the minority was with-
out excuse. It cannot be justitied as conlerring yuffrage on intelligence,

because it permitted white men to vote, however illiterate, and there
were in those States, in 18G0, 059,44-1 illiterate white adults, and doubtless
more in 1800 5 apd it excluded all colored men, however intelligent, and
thei'e were in those States in 18G0 over 50,000 colored adults who could
read and write, and many more in 1800. In South Carolina and Georgia,
in October, 1805, there were 9,500 children at school, with bitter opposi-

tion to the schools and cruelty to freedmeu.

EDUOATIOK

The followipg table shows the condition of education among the

freedmeu in 1805

:

Educational statistics October 31, 1665.

Departments.
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study, Tvc shall liave at least one hundred and ticcntii-fire thousand as the entire educational

censiis of this laiehj emancipated people. This is a wonderful state of things. We havo
just eiiRTgcd from a terrilic war; peace is uot jet declared. There is scarcely the
begiuuiug of reorganized society at the South, and yet here is a peojile long imbruted
Tiy slavery, and the most despised of any on earth, whose chains are no sooner broken
than they spring to their feet and start up an exceeding great army, clothinfj themselves

with intelligence. What other people on earth have even shown, while iu their ignor-

ance, such a passiou for education ?

It is also seen that the children of the poor whites of the South are very ready to

receive instruction, and that already considerable has been done for them.
The conclusions forced upon us from the above fiicta are :

1. The experiment of educating the frcedmeii proves to he successful, and the ignorant
whites may be greatly benehted.

Were tbe old leaders who were formiDj:^ State coustitutious ignorant
of this great movement ? No; but they feared its effects. Having- pre-

vented the slave and the free negroes from coming to the light of knowl-
edge by penal statutes, and having seen many learning to read and
write m spite of their prohibitions, sometimes at the risk of life and
limb, for in some States persistence iu learning to read and write has
cost the slave his thumb, while in others he has pursued knowledge
even unto death; and seeing this great movement of thousands of

freedmen, women, and children alarmed them, and shocked their ])re-

judices, they feared it would destroy" the value of negro labor. From
Georgia it was reported, in ISGo, that most of the white residents of

this section took ground against schools for the education of the freed

people, not only as labor lost, but some held that it was injurious to iall

working classes to be taught from books.
From Louisiana, Kew" Orleans, we have the following incident, (see

Senate Ex. Doc. l^o. 1, Thirty ninth Congress, first session, p. 112
:)

It is the testimony of the superiutendent that if the military power should be with-
drawn, and the State once more resume all her functions, our schools would cease to
exist, and the whole moral and political influence of the people of Louisiana be brought
to bear against them. The constitution of 1864 makes it incumbent on the legislature
to provide for the education of colored children, but that constitution is not yet regarded
as the law of the land, and the dominant party demands that it be set aside as not
expressing the will of the people. A member vt the legislature, in session while I

was at New Orleans, was passing one of the schools with me, having, at the time, its

recess, the grounds aljout the building being tilled witli children. He stopped and looked
intently, then earnestly inciuired, "Is this a school f" "Yes," I replied. " What! of
niggers?" "These are colored childi'en, evidently,"I answered, " Jl'cll! rcell .'" said he
and raising his hands, "I have seen many an absurdity iu my lifetime, but this is

the climax of ahsnrdilies >" I was sure ho did not speak for effect, but as he felt. He
darted from me like an arrow, and turned the next corner to take his seat withlegisla-
tois similarly prejudiced.

In many places the education of the freedman was forcibly resisted,

even to burning school-houses ami liilliiig teachers.

General Alvord says, on page 117:

:5. The uhitc population of ihc South feels the power of these schools. Assent, if not the
favor, of the bettor men is being gradually obtained. Tlie major part are indignant,
indeed, that negroes should have learning. All sorts of evil is predicted as theVonse-
(juence. I'.ut a jiortion of this enmity is jirovoked by the rivalry which their own
children must now stiiiggle with.
The " poor whites" are excited by hearing negroes read while they arc; ignoiant; and

it ]*i my belief that they will now receive selnuds, if fiirnislKMl Ihmi, as never before.
The educated cliiss are not slow to ]iereeiv(* that their schools must Ix; ie'-oj)enod, or

f;ill behind, liumiliated, and that new scliools must jiow be organized on a more popular
jdan than lierctofore. I'overty, and )ierliaps pride, with the want of teachers, as the
public feeling now is, are the present diflicnlties in carrying tint \\\e^L\ convielions.

The attempt, iu the face of these facts, to discpialify, disi'ranchise,

disable, and ])aui)(>rize iour million citizens was such a deliberate
disregard <»f human lights as would scarcely have been proposed by an
absolute conqueror administering au empire, but here it was made by
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conquered rebels, who, by the clemency of a victorious Government, were
afforded an opportunity to propose such forms of reconstruction as
they preferred.

VIRTUE.

It could not' stand as a discrimination in favor of virtue, for vicious
white men were admitted and the best colored men excluded.

PROPERTY HOLDERS.

It could not be justified as confiding the government to property-
holders, for it admitted all white men, a majority of whom were poor,
and excluded all colored men, many of whom held property^ and nearly
all of whom had capacity to acquire it. '

The Government was compelled to reconstruct the States on impar-
tial suffrage or hold them by the sword. The principle of equal rights
was accepted. The circumstances were most adverse in South Carolina;
there the policy involved the necessity of intrusting the State government
to a people, the great majority of whom were but recently set free from the
most abject slavery, and without education or knowledge of aflairs. The
intelligent white leaders were bitterly opposed to the plan, and at deadly
enmity with'all who favored it, and have resorted to every means to

defeat it. At first they refused to participate in public aft'airs, even re-

jecting the offers of colored j)eople to elect them to office. When they
found the State government going on without them, they conspired

against it, and brought violence, scourging, and assassination into the

contest. They have even degraded themselves by corrupting and bribing

colored men, their former slaves, not only for gain, but in order to bring the

State governmentinto contempt, rot its foundations, and overthrow it, that

they may come into power. Under all these trials the State suffers, but it

has the life of liberty. It is a government by the majority, and the major-

ity is such as the minority have made it. Southern white men, formerly

slaveholders, have taught their former slaves to rob the State ; new-

comers and old hands have joined in the pillage. Violence .has driven

the colored majority into a compact mass, determined to sustain the
" friends of freedom "and equal rights" against what they call the " Ku-
Klux party,*' without inquiring into the iutegi'ity of the men they fol-

low ; and 'thus corruption shares authority with ignorance, while imbe-

cility lea\ es innocence a prey to violence. The State credit is pros-

trate, the treasury empty, the debt increased and increasing, somewhat
from necessity, but more from extravagance, misgovernment, and

fraud, and still the State struggles on like some bewildered traveler

followed by wolves and overshadowed by vultures, growing stronger

and gaining ground at every step. Wherever there is peace there is

prosperity, and generally where colored people are in a large majority

there is peace. Education is advancing, morality prevails, content in-

creases, and the masses of the people are gaining in property, intelli-

gence, and independence. The property in the State has risen rapidly in

value. The agricultural productions, chiefly fruit of freedmen's free

labor, have, since the war, exceeded the valuation of all property in the

State.

May we not expect that, when peace shall have been fully restored, re-

form will follow, and South Carolina, as other States, will have a free

government well administered^ If the white people of South Carolma

desire this, the remedy is in their own hands. They have only to aban-

don such political issues as antagonize the rights and interests of the

Ireedmen and threaten the stability of reconstruction. It is not enmity
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to the wliites, but the instinct of self-preservatiou, which keeps the

freedmen toii^ether; and if political results did not affect their rights,

liberties, and lives, they might be more easily led on other questions by
old and prominent citizens, and honest men enough would be found of

both colors to secure reform.

Xotwithstanding the prevalent corruption, there are some true men of

both parties, and in public life, who have the public contideuce, and
whose reputations have never been dimmed by the breath of sus-

l)icion. Such men only bide their time, and will be ready to join, and,

if need be, to lead the movement ibr reform when existing corrupt com-

binations shall have been broken up.

COLORED VOTERS.

There is an erroneous impression that the colored people outnumber
the whites in these States generally. In Louisiana, as we have shown,

the majority is nominal, being only 2,145 of inhabitants in 1870. The
majority in IMississippi was but (]1,305 inhabitants.

The Ibllowiug table shows that the whites are in the majority in all

the States but three, Mississippi, Louisiana, and South Carolina:

Tahlc of iwimlation hy color.

state.

Alabama
Arkansas
Ilorida
Geortiiu
Lotii;-iuna

ilississippi

Korth Caioliua .

South Carolina.
Teiniosst'e

Toxxu
Vii"mia

Total.

Total wliit* majority.

White.

521,

3()2,

'JG,

C3S,

362,

382,

67«,

289,

5C4,

712,

384
115

0^7
920
0G5
6!)C

170
0G7
119
700
089

5, 544, 488

Colored.

475,

122,

91,

545,
3<i4.

444,

391,

415,

322,

253,

512,

3, 939, 032

Majority.

White. Colored.

45,874
239, 9-iG

4, .368

93, 764

613, 78f<

311,225
199, 248

, 795, 053
189, 597

1, G05, 45G

2, 145

61, 305

126, 147

169,597

In all the other States the white people are largely in majority. The
only disfranchisement is in Arkansas, and there the whites have a large

uiitjority of registered voters. These facts show that apprehensions of

evils to come from misrule by the colored voters of the South are un-

founded.
BASIS OF REPRESENTATION.

Before the war the basis of representation was, in some States, prop-

erty or taxes ; in others it was what was called federal po])ulation, which
included with the iiiuiiber of white people three-tifths of the jslaves, and
ill otlicr States, while only the white men voted, representation was ap-

].()! t ioned noon the entire population. All these plans gave great advan-

tages to Ihose sections of State's where slaves were numerous, as, Avhether

they wen' valued or counte«l, they gave prepondiTance to the regions

wherci they wen' held. ]Sow the basis of representation is the number
of all the' people. The unequal representation was one of the levers

used by the slaveholding sections of States to control the State govern-

ments against the sentiments of the majority of white people and to

pix'cipitate the States into disunion. Now all classes of all the people

are equally represented.
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ELIGIBILITY.

Before the war eligibility to office was limited in all the States to
white men, and in some States to freeholders or property-holders. lu
South Carolina, for members of the house of representatives, the con-
stitution i)rovided, in Article I

:

6. No person shall be eligible to a seat in the house of representatives unless he is a
free white man of the age of twenty-one years, and hath been a citizen and resident
in this State three years previous to his election. If a resident in the election district,
he shall not be eligible to a seat in the house of representatives iiiilrss he he legally
seized (unl possessed, in his own. right, of a settled freehold estate offee hundred acres of land,
and ten negroes; or of a real estate of the value of one hundred and fifty pounds sta-Ung,
clear of debt. If a non-resident, he shall be legally seized and jiossessed of a settled freehold
estate therein of the value of five hundred pounds sterling, clear of debt.

And for senators, in section 8

:

8. No person shall be eligible to a seat in the senate unless ho is a free white mau, of
the age of thirty years, and hath been a citizen and resident in this State five years pre-
vious to his election. If a resident in the election district, he shall not be eligible un-
less he be legally seized and possessed, in his oxvn right, of a settled freehold estate of the
value of three hundred j)ounds sterling, clear of debt. If a non-resident in the election dis-

trict, he shall not be eligible unless he be legally seized and possessed, in his own right, of a
settledfreehold estate, in the said district, of the value of one thousand pounds sterling, clear of
debt.

And for governor, in Article II, section

—

2. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor unless he hath attained the
age of thirty years, and hath resided within this State and been a citizen thereof ten
years, and unless he be seized and possessed of a settled estate within the same, in his
own right, of the value of fifteen hundred pounds sterling, clear of debt.

Voter

:

4. Every free "white man of the age of twenty-one years, being a citizen of this State,

and having resided therein two years x^revious to the day of election, and who hath a
freehold offifty acres of land, or a tenon lot, of which he hath been legally seized and xfosscssed

at least six months before such election, or, not having such freehold or town lot, hath been a
resident in the election district in which he oifers to give his vote six months before

the said election, and hath paid a tax the preceding year of three shillings sterling toward
the support of this government, shall have a right to vote for a member or members, to

serve in either branch of the legislature, for the election district in which he holds

such proi)erty or is so resident.

A mendment

:

A BILL to alter the fourth section of the first article of the constitution of the State of South Caro-
lina.

Be it enacted by the honorable the senate and house of representatives, now viet and sifting

in general assembly, and by the authority of the same, That t^e fourth section of the tirst

article of the constitution of this State be altered and amended to read as follows

:

Every free white man, of the age of twenty-one years, paupers, and non-commissioned
ofBcers and private soldiers of the Army of the United States excepted, being a citizen

of this State, and having resided therein two years previous to the day of election, and
who hath a freehold of fifty acres of land, or a town lot, of xvhich he hath been legally seized

and possessed at least six m/)nths before sucJi election, or, not having such freehold or town
lot, hath been a resident in the election district in which he offers to give his vote six

mouths before the said election, shall have a right to vote for a member or members,
to serve in either branch of the legislature, for the election district in which ho holds

such iiroperty or is so resident.

]Sfo7-th Carolina.

The constitution provided

—

Member of house

:

>^

. -der
6. That each member of the house of commons shall have usually resided '

pj|.j_
county in which he is chosen for one year immediately preceding his electior J'

.

six months shall have possessed, and continue to possess, in the county ^ylli^Pl' t'llS

resents, not less than one hundred acres of land in fee, or for the term of 'tO USG his
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Senator

:

5. That each member of the senate shall have usually resided iu the county in whicli
he is ehoseu for one year immediately preceding his election, and for the same time
shall have ])ossessed, and continue to possess, iu the county which, be represents, uot
less than three hundred acres of land in fee.

Governor

:

Rec. 15. No person under thirty years of age, and v^'ho has not heen a resident of
this State above five years, and having in the State a freehold in lands and tenement
above the value of one thousand pounds, shall be eligible as governor.

Voter

:

7. That all freemen of the ago of twenty-one years, who have been inhabitants of
any one county within the State twelve months immediately preceding the day of any
election, and possessed of a freehold, within the same county, of lifty acres of laud,

for six mouths next before and at the day of election, shall be entitled to vote for a
member of the senate.

y. That all freemen of the age of twenty-one years, who have been inhabitants of
any one county within the State twelve months immediately preceding the day of any
election, and shall have paid public taxes, shall be entitled to vote for members of the
house of commons, for the county in which ho resides.

if. That all persons possessed of a freehold in auy town iu this State having a right

of representation, and also all freemen who have been inhabitants of any such town
twelve months next before and at the day of election, and shall liave paid public
taxes, shall be entitled to vote for a member to rexu'cseut such town in the house of
commons.

Amendment—183G :
'.

Section 3.

^ 1. Each member of the senate shall have usually resided in the district for which
he is chosen for one year immediately preceding his election, and for the same time
shall have posfeessed and continue to possess in the district which he reiu'escuts not
less than three hundred acres of land in fee.

2. All freemen of the age of twenty-one yeafs, (except as is hereinafter declared,)

who luive been inhabitants of any one district within the State twelve months imme-
diately preceding the day of any election, and possessed of a freehold within the same
district of 11 fty acres of laud, for six months next before aud at the day of election,

shall bo entitled to vote for a member of the senate.

3. No free negro, free mulatto, or free person of mixed blood, descended from negro
ancestors to the fourth generation inclusive, (though one ancestor of each generation
may have been a white person,) shall vote for members of the senate or house of com-
mons.

Georgia constitution.

Representative

:

Article 1.

Sec. 8. No person shall be a representative who shall uot have attained to the age of
twenty-one years, aud have been seven years a citizen of the United States, three
years an inhabitant of this State, and have usually resided iu.tlie county in which ho
shall be chosen n«e year imuKMliately preceding his election, (unless he sliall have
been absent on ]»uldic luisiness of this State or of the United States,) aud shall be possessed
in his ownrifilit of a scfUcd freehold estalo of the value of tiro hiiudrrd and Jiftii dollars, or

of taxable ]>roijerl!/ to the amount of fire hundred dollars ivilhin the eounlij for one year pre-
tedhuj his elivtinn ; and whn.se es(at<_' shall, on a reasonable estimation, be competeut to
the discharge of his just debts over aud above that sum.

Senator

:

^^ AEncLE 1.

01 •''^.c. 4. No person shall be a senator wlio shall not have attained to tlie ago of
U.SCd V-V-five years, and liave l)een nine years a cilizf n of the United States, aud three

ment.S a'"''"'''^''"'^ *'* ^'"'^ state, and siiall iiavt; ii.sually resided witliiu the county for

Itn'cinitat?''"'"
''•''i'*'''"'""'^ -it h'ast one year immediately preeeiling Ins eleclion, (ex-

' 1 ',, •who may have beeu absent on public busiuess of this Static or of the
are rqually i

.

^
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United States,) and is and sludl have hecn jwsse-^scil, hi his own rif/ht, of a settled freehold
estate of the value of five Inindred dollars, or of ia.rahU jiropirt;/ to the amount of one thou-
sand dollars within the eounty,or for oneyear jireeedinc/ his eleetion, and ivhose estate shall,

on a rensonahle estimation, he fully eonqwtent to the discharge of his just debts over and ahove
that sum.

Governor:

Article 2.

Sec. 3. No person shall be eligible to tbe office of frovernor wlio sball not have been
a citizen of tbe United States twelve years, and an inhabitant of this State six years,
and who hath not attained to the age of tltirty years, and who does not xiossess five hundred
acres of land, in his own right, ivithin. this State, and other jyroperty to the amount of four
thousand dollars, and whose estate shall not, on a reasonable estimation, be competent
to the discharge of his debts over and above that sum.

Yoter

:

Article 4.

Sec. 1. The electors of members of the general assembly shall be citizens and inhab-
itants of this State, and shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, and have paid
all taxes whieh may hai'c heen rerpeired of them, and which they may have had an opportu-
nity of paying, agreeably to law for the year preceding the election, and shall have
resided -six mouths within the county.

Under tliis provision a poll-tax mi^lit be used to keep out voters.

Now, in these and other Southern States, all electors are eligible who
have the requirements ot age and residence, save such as are dis-

abled by the Constitution of the United States. (In Arkansas such
as are disfranchised by the State constitution are ineligible to office.)

• DISABILITIES.

In conclusion, we deem it proper to touch a question which is in-

volved in the subject of eligibility—that of "disabilities" under the

der the Constitution of the United States. As we have seen, that in-

strument only, save in Arkansas, disables citizens.

The disabilities imposed i^revent the people of the South, if they
choose, from electing to office persons subject to " disability." This nar-

rows the choice, and sometimes causes the election of inferior officers; but
a more imjDortant consideration is, that prominent men, who, by experi-

ence in affairs and general good conduct, save in rebellion, in which they

erred in common with the mass of their fellow-citizens, are singled out for

banishment from office and honor. It may be a light punishment for their

crime to put them under ban, but it must tend to alienate them and their

friends, and make them opponents if not enemies of the Government.
Prudence dictates that when we make an enemy we should disarm him

;

but we have left these men, whom we pronounce unworthy to hold office,

in possession oflands and goods,with our firmest friends landless and poor,

in their power—and we have armed them with the ballot, b}' which they

can elect and control officers ; we permit them to command, but will not

allow them to serve. This is inconsistent with the first principle of our

Government, that the citizen is sovereign and the officer subordinate.

The natural effect is to make political martyrs ofmen under disability,and

increase their authority over their old followers ; and whenever a promi-

nent man is found under disabilities, his influence can be felt and seen,

blighting the growth of loyalty and order, and yet, whatever goes wrong

m iiis neighborhood, he has only to turn his back and say, "I am under

disabilities ; the Government does not regard me as a trustworthy citi-

zen ; I am not responsible for public affairs." We do not accept this

apology as an excuse for such conduct ; every man is bound to use his
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influence for good, yet it is limnan nature to retaliate, and this form is

the least active and safest for them, and therefore the most common.

Not as a measure of justice, nor yet in mercy, but for the public good in

the interest of peace and order, we would suggest the general removal

of disabilities, so that citizens shall share equally in the government,

and be held legally and morally responsible for the duties of citizenship.

Had some of the most guilty been punished for treason, as the laws pro-

vide, and other leaders banished, and overgrown estates confiscated and

divided into homesteads for the masses, and a list of prominent names
stricken from the roll of citizenship, so that they could not be called to

the ballot-box, such a policy would have been approved by precedent,

and might have resulted in good. But we remitted all substantial

penalties, left them their lives and property, and remade them citizens.

They command, but need not obey.

It was supposed that, if the people were prevented from electing their

old leaders to office, the leadership would be lost, but we find it strength-

ened by sympathy and protected from jealousy. In America, office-

holders do not lead ; they follow the people. Here they do not, as in

other lands, rule; they serve. Among our most powerful citizens are

those who have intelligeuce and experience and enjoy the public confi-

dence without holding or seeking office. To such citizens the people

look for disinterested counsel. They control that public sentiment

which makes and unmakes officials, and governs the country. They are

the real rulers of America. Their organs are the press, the platform,

the pulpit, the college, the school ; they control business and society.

Ill America government is not, as in other lands, a monopoly of human
{iffairs ; it is but a subordinate part, the use of wHich is to minister to

the general good. Here, more than anywhere else, the post of honor is

the private station. To this position men under disabilities are assigned.

They are placed among non-office-holding uon-office-seeking citizens

—

the post which many of our best citizens voluntarily take, and which

no allurements of honor, no promptings of duty, can induce them to

surrender. Occupying this position, the old leaders have more influence

over the southern people than they would have if not under disabilities.

They advise without responsibility. If, in the event, their advice appears

erroneous, they can say, "We could not execute; if we had been free to

act as to advise, tlie result might have been different," and thus their

credit for wisdom is saved the test of exi)eriment ; and their followers

after every defeat return for fresh counsels. Barred from seelving office,

they are independent of pviblic opinion ; indiflerent to the value of that

unit of power—a vote ; relieved of the necessity which binds political

asi)irants to consult the people, study their opinions, wishes, and
J'-clings, and render due respect to every citizen. Tluis these men
become more and more the leaders of a class which agrees and sympa-
thizes witli them, upon which their influence is, with few exceptions,

injurious not only to the South, but to the whole country.

The ex-president of the late southern confederacy still lives ; he is an
American citizen, a (jualified elector for all officers, municipal, county,

State, and national, elected by the people amongwhom heresides; he enjoys
every i)rivik'ge and immunity ofan "American citizen," except that of hold-

ing oflice. We would not be understood as suggesting any further leniency

to iiini, but use his case as the strongest in favor of disabilities to con-

sider the elfect of their removal. To be out of oflice, must be a great

grievance to him ; he is popular in the circle in which lie moves, though
that circle grows sm:dlei' e\ cry day ; he is regiiidcd as tlieir " president;"

he makes his "progress" through the South, receiving ovations, ;iud, as is
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natural, be and his admirers imagine tlie only obstacle to bis return to
puljbc life is tbe "bar sinister" of tbe Constitution. If tbat were re-

moved, tbis man would be placed on a level witb otbers ; bis followers
would propose bim for office. Should be decline nomination, tbe people,
knowing- bim of old as a chronic oflice-seeker, would consider bis retire-

ment a confession of unwortbiness or an exhibition of ill-temper; such
a step would be an abandonment of leadership, followed by rapid decline
of popularity. Should he accept candidacy, he would be compelled to
popularize his opinions, and conform them to the common sense and
average views of tbe people. Tbe desire for success, keen in such men,
as the spirit of the racer on the course, would constrain him, or his

friends, to court tbe votes of the humblest electors, even the freedmen.
If nominated and defeated, his prestige would be broken, and repeated
failures would lay bim aside as useless. If elected, his first act would
be to take tbe oath of allegiance to tbe United States of America, under
the Constitution as it is. Then be would be on trial, as every public officer

is, with a jealous people watchful of bis errors, and every act and word
recorded against him and his constituency. Should be attempt any in-

jury to bis country, be would weaken bis party and bis class, and
strengthen loyalty and law ; should be do bis duty as a citizen in office,

be would give an example to his followers of submission to the Consti-

tution and the laws, which, thus far, he has failed to set; should bis con-

duct be indifferent, the people would become indifferent to bim.

Let us take another example : Tbe vice-president of the late soutberu
confederacy is a citizen of tbe United States and of the State of Geor-
gia, with full privileges and immunities, including the right to vote, but
under disabilities which prevent bim holding office. He seems more bit-

ter in bis opposition to tbe national Government than he was during

tbe rebellion, and yet so lenient are our institutions that this man is

permitted, without let or binderance, or any control, to edit and publish

a leading political journal, in which he gives expression to his opinions,

and through which be wiekls great and wide-spread influence. Were
bis disabilities removed and he chosen to office, even as a Senator or

Representative in Congress, would bis power be greater or more injuri-

ous than it is '? Were his disabilities removed, and be not elected to any
office, would bis journal be more nifluential 1 It would cease to be tbe

organ to tbe disabled, and thereby lose much of its weight.

It may be said tbat we should perpetuate disabilities to preserve tbe

memory of tbe rebellion stamped with condemnation. This were better

done by naming men to be disabled ; but have we not a more enduring

memorial of tbe rebellion of Slavery, and tbe victory of Liberty in the

emancipation and enfranchisement of a race ?

JOB E. STEVEXSON.
JOHN POOL.





Mr. Blair subiintted tlie following as the views of tlie iniiiority

MINORITY REPORT

The majority of the Committee on Alleged Outrages in the Southern
States having resolved to make their report to the two Houses of Con-
gress before the testimony taken by the sub-committees sent to those
States has been printed, and having sent their report to the Public
Printer without giving the nndersigned opportunity properly to ascer-
tain its contents, or the conclusoins of the majority, it becomes neces-
sary that the undersigned, members of the committee, should submit
their views of the testimony which has been taken, and of all the
matters committed to their charge.
The evidence taken in Georgia and Florida and iu Alabama and Missis-

sippi, cover many of the transactions touched in the testimony previ-
ously taken, and no one cau form any just opinion of those transactions
without reading all the testimony as well that which was taken by
the sub committees visiting the States named, as that which was taken
before the committee in Washington, and yet the majority of the com-
mittee have chosen to make their report without waiting to have the
whole testimony printed, and we are compelled to believe that they have
couie to their conclusions upon partial, imperfect, and prejudiced state-

ments, furnished by witnesses examined in Washington, who vrere re-

futed, and, iu many instances, shown to be utterly unworthy of belief,

by the testimony of their neighbors who subsequently testified before
the sub-committees.
As these witnesses testified as to the most important matters which

have been laid to the charge of the white people of the South, it is pos-

sible that their testimony may be paraded by the majority of the com-
niittee, and relied upon as throwing upon them the responsibility of the

disorders which have unhappily aitlicted these States. It will be neces-

sary, therefore, to expose these men, so that no one cau be deceived who
desires to know the truth, and to show also the character of this pro-

ceeding by which whole communities are sought to be calumniated and
defamed for political objects. The atrocious measures by which mil-

lions of white people have been put at the mercy of the semi-barbarous

negroes of the South, and the vilest of the white people, both from the

2>forth and South, who have been constituted the leaders of this black

horde, are r.ow sought to be justified and defended by defaming the peo-

ple upon whom this unspeakable outrage had been committed.

Before presenting the facts on which their conclusions are based, they

deem it best to refer briefly to the action of the committee, as explan-

atory of many of the facts they propose to rely on.

The joint resolution under which the committee was appointed reads

thus

:

Resolved pi/ the Senate of the United States, {the House of licprcsentatives concurriiiff,)

Thfit a joint committee, consisting of seven Senators and fourteen Eepresentatives, be

appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire into the condition of the late insurrec-

tionary States, so for as regards the execution of the laws and the safety of the lives

and property of the citizens of the United States, with leave to report at any time

during the next or any subsequent session of Congress, the result of their investigation

to either or both Houses of Congress, with such recommendations as they may deem

expedient; that said committee be authorized to employ clerks and stenographers, to

)9KK
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Kit during tlic rocusj;, to Kinul for persons and papers, io adiniuister oaths and take tes

tiuioiiy, and to visit, at tlieir discretion, through sub-committees, any i^ortions of said

States' during the recess of Congress ; and the expenses of said committee shall be ]taid

out of the contingent fund of the Senate, upon vouchers appi'oved by the eJiairman of

said connnittee.

Passed the House of Representatives March 20, 1871.

Attest

:

I'.DWARD ]McPHERSON,
CIcrl:

Passed Senate April 7, 1871.

Attest

:

GEORGE 0. GORIIAM,
Seentary.

The committee met in Wasliiiigtou, on tlic ITtli day of May, and ou
the I'Jtli the following rcsolntion was adopted, as sliown by the journal

of the committee

:

Ih'sohrd, That, for the present, a sub-committee of eight members be appointed, to

proceed at once with the investigation, and to continue the same so long a-s they deem
expedient, with authority to take testimony Avherever they consider it advisable, by a
sub-committee of their own number, and to report all testimony by them obtained to

the full committee, at a meeting to be held ou the 20th day of Sejiteuiber next, or at

such earlier time as the sub-committee shall notify the joint select committee to
meet.

llesoJvcd, That the chairman of the joint select committee bo authorized to appoint
said sub-couuuittee, of which the chairmen of the Senate and House committees shall

1)6 members, and that said two chairmen be authorized to iill any vacancy in said sub-
committee.
On the question, ''Will the committte agree to the amendment ? " a motion was

made by Mr. lilair to amend the amendment by adding at the end of the first resolu-

tion the following: " At which time sub-committees shall visit such localities in the
South as tlie committee lirst-named shall report to be in a disturbed condition, and
such -other localities as the joint committee may deem necessary ; which was agreed to.

And the amendment, as amended, was agreed to.

And the resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

On the same day Mr. Bayard submitted the following resolution:

Ik'bolvcd, That in the examination of Avitnesses by this committee, or any sub-cora-
niittee, the investigation shall be governed by tlie legal rules of evidence in courts of
justice of the United States.

Mr. Van Trunjp submitted the following resolution :

Her.olvril, That in making the investigation proposed, and in taking the testimony in

tliat beluilf, mere rumors and what is known in the courts as hearsay testimony shall

oe exchuUHl.

Mr. Bayard submitted the following resolution :

liCKoIrcJ, That the testimony of witnesses before the committee, or any sub-commit-
tee thereof, shall relate to facts existing at the time of the examination, or wiiich shall
have o<('urred subsequent to t\ui passage of the law i^ititlcd " An act to enforce the
fourteenth umendment, approved April 20, 1871."

Tl»(^ I'csoliitions of IMessrs. Bayard and Van Trum[) were rejected or
imU'liuitely ])()stp()ned by the majority, and in the " so-called " investiga-
tion which followed', all sorts of rumors which had reac'hcd the ears of
the jicrsoiis called, wen; received, though in many instances they related
to matteis whi(;h had occurred two, three, oi- even six years since, and
the same rumors are oft(Mi rei)eat(M], varying so as to be liardly recogni/-
abU' as the, same, according to tlie- intelligi^nce, good or bad memory, or
the bias, one way or the other, of the relator. This account^^ for the
thousands of pages of printed testimony— if such it can be called—now
laid before Congress and the country, and renders anything like a con-
nected review of it in arei)ort of reasonable length an tibsolute impossi-
bility.

The very unwieldiness of the mass of printed matter, however, gives
the niajority the opportunity to select sucli fragments as suit their pur-
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poses, j'.nd assert them to be facts, knowing-, as tliey do, that no mem-
ber of Congress, even, can possibly investigate the matter and ascertain
the truth for himself ; the very pile of volumes would deter the most
indefatigable from making the attem])t. It is because of that fact, that
we consider the history of the action of the committee so important ; we
regard it an unqualified admission on the part of the majority, that
there are no disorders, no outrages on the i)art of the people, whatever
there may have been on the part of the radical rulers in the States of
Virginia, Tennessee, Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana, and a qualified
;;dmission to the same effect as to the States of Georgia, Ahibama, Mis-
sissippi, and Florida, as well as to })ortions of North and South Caro-
lina.

The sub-committee of eight met on the 1st day of June last, and, as
the journal shows, examined a number of intelligent wicnesses on both
sides as to the condition of the States of Georgia, Alabama, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Mississippi, until the 2Gth of June. On
that day the following resolution was adoi)ted :

BesoJvcd, That a sub-committee of three he appointed to proceed at ouce to llie

troubled regions of the State.s of South Carolina, North Caroliua, aud Alabama, to in-

vestigate the condition of affairs in such regions, and report to this sub-committee

;

which was agreed to.

The question recurring on the motion of }.Ir. Poland, to amend the resolution by
striking out "Alabama," it was agreed to.

By which it will be seen that up to that time, at least, nothing had
beeu developed which made it necessary, in the opinion even of the
majority for a sub-committee, to visit any other portions of the South-
ern States, except the "troubled regions" of North aud South Carolina.

It will be remembered that, after the a])pointment of the sub-commit-
tee of eight, ou the lOtli of May, the Vvhole committee adjourned, to

meet Sei)tember 20. On the 21st of September, Senator Blair moved
that a sub-committee be sent to the States of Texas, Louisiana, and
Arkansas, and it was rejected by a strict party vote ; every Democrat
Toting for it, and every republican against it.

Again ou the same day

:

Mr. Blair submitted the following resolution :

Resohed, That a sub-committee of live members bo appointed to visit the St-ates oi

Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, and Virginia, and make report—Virginia having been
inserted at the instance of Mr. Stevenson.
On the question, ''Will the committee agree to the resolution ?" the yeas and nays

were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas : Messrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Cox, Rice, Van Trump, Voorhees, and Waddell—8.

Nays : Messrs. Buckley, Chandler, Coburn, Lansing, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Pratt,

Scoiield, Stevenson, and Scott, (chairman)—II.

So,the question was determined in the negative.

Mr. Bayard submitted the following resolution :

Vvhereas it is notorious that during the -present sunmier there has been military ^in

terference with the citizens of Louisiana at the cjty of New Orleans : Therefore,

liesolved, That the sub-committee Avhich has been appointed to examine into the

atiairs of the States of Mississippi, Alabama, :ind Tennessee make inquiry and report

upon the alleged interference by the militaiy at New Orleans, visiting New Orleans for

that purpose.
On the question, " Will the conunittee agree to the resolution?" the yeas and nays

were required, and Avere as follows
;

1;j::a,s : Msssrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Cox, Vau Trump, Voorhees, and Vs'addell—7.

I,
Avs : Messrs. Buckley, Chandler, Cobury, Lansing, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Pratt,

Rice, Scoiield, Stevenson^ aud Scott, (chairman)—12.

So ihc question was determined in the negative.

Although Tennessee was for some reason embraced among the States

assigned to one of the subcommittees, no evidence was attempted to be

taken showing anv lawlessness there. It follows, therefore, that five at

least of the eleven Southern States, to wit: Virginia, Tennessee, Ar-
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kaiisas, Lonisiann, and Texas, are free from even the suspicion of law-

lesncss on the vart of their people, v.liatevcr may he the fact as to their

rulers. The republican members of the committee have so decided, by
their combined and repeated votes, and by their refusal to hear testi-

mony to prove the tacts, vvdu'u urjied a.£fain and again to do so by the

jnembers of the minority. That beinpj so, the charge so often repeated

is disproved, that tliero are unlawful com!>inations of disguised men
organized in all the late insurrectionary States, either to resist law, con-

trol elections, intimidate negroes, or for any purpose whatever, because

in five out of the eleven States even the radical members of the com-
mittee admit no such organization exists, and that lawandor<ler prevail

throughout all of theu).

These five States embrace greatly moie than half the territory and
nearly half the i)opulation of the eleven Southern States, having, as the

census shows, 4,.'>13,GJ:8 inhabitants; and it is hard to conceive how, if

political or other combinations existed for any general purpose, they
should be left out, Avhile the other six States, or any part of them, w^ere

in combination for any such general objects.

While we do not rntend to deny that bodies of disguised men have, in

several of the States of the South, been guilty of the most tlagrant

crimes, crimes which w^e neither seek to palliate nor excuse, ibr the com-
mission of wiiich the wrongdoers should, when ascertained and duly
convicted, suffer speedy and condign punishment, vre deny that these

men have any general organization, or any political significance, or tliat

their conduct is indorsed by any respectable number of the white peo-

ple in any State; on the contrary, the men and the bands by which
such outrages are perpetrated are almost universally regarded by the

intelligent people of the several States as the worst enemies of the South,
as they furnish the men now in x>ower at V/ashington the only excuse
left to maintain war npon them, and to continue the system of robbery
and oppression which they have inaugurated—a system which is de-

structive not only of their jieace and prosperity, but is intended to

blacken and malign their character as men before the country and the

world. We will show, by testimony incontrovertible, that in no one
of the six States of North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama,
Mississippi, and Florida, has there, at any time, existed combinations of

lawless men in one-tenth i^art of any one of said States.

These six States have, in the aggregate, a population of 4,973,738,

:;nd the total number ot their counties exceeds 420. We do not fear suc-

cessful contradiction when we say that there never was a disguised band
in one-tenth part of them, or in over 40 of these 420 counties, simply in

Ji county here and there, or at most in one or two counties together ii»

several of these States have such bands committed depredations; and
we will show to all men not ))linded by prejudice or passion, that the
]Cu-K!ux bill, and the proceedings thereunder are the grossest outrage,
the foulest calumny, ever perpetrated or circulated ni)on or against a

helpless ])eople by their rulers—who ought, for that reason if ibr m,
•other, to b(! their friends instead of being their relentless enemies and
calumniators. I

To make oui- reiK)rt clear ami intcjlligible to the mass of llie Ameri(,j,n

])eople, on whose innate honesty and sense of justice we\ rely—for \.e

lear no facts will have any effect on the ])artizan majority in (Congress,

wIm) have already shown by the passage of the Ku-Klux bill against
Mu'ir will and judgment that they dare not disobey the (U'ilers of their

imperious, not to say imperial President, it will be necessary to statx^
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briefly the legislation of Cougress and the acts of the Executive rela-
tive to the States of tlie South for the last tive years. When that is
done, t)teir ])resent couditiou and the political opinions and feelings of
that people will be readily understood; and much that, without a recol-
lection of these things, would appear strange to a western or northern
uian living- in a well ordered community, with all his rights properly
jjrotected by officers duly elected, and equally interested with himself
in the maintenance of knv and order, and in the just and equal protec-
tion of the lives, liberty, and property of all men of all ])olitical parties,
will be readily comprehended.

It is shown that, when the war ended, the people of the South, rely-
in;^ on the promises made by the Federal generals while their commands
were in the field, on the negotiations preceding the surrender, on the
proclamation of the President, and the utterances of both the press and
the public men of the North, as well as upon the terms actually agreed on
between Generals Grant and Sherman, and Generals Lee and Johnston,
at the time of the capitulation of the armies of the latter, were induced
to believe, and did believe, that when resistance to Federal authority
ceased, and the supremacy of the Constitution of the United States was
i-ecognized in the seceded States, and especially after the ordinances ot

secession were repealed and an amendment to the Constitution abolishing
slaver^" everywhere wms ratified by their legislatures, that a full and
complete restoration of the Southern States, and the people thereof, to

their former position of coecpial States in the Union would at once take
place; and after the exhaustion of such a terrible war, they hailed the
return of peace upon sucli terms not only with satisfaction, but with
delight. They acknowledged defeat, accepted the situation, went to

work earnestly to build up their waste places, retrieve their lost for-

tunes, and were determined honest!,\' and earnestly to support, deifend,

and maintain the Union and the Constitution. Large numbers of the

southern people in the seceded States had never felt any hostility to

the General Government, and liad only followed the fortunes of their

States and people during the \var, when they were impotent to resist,

and when it was folly to oppose the action of those in authority.

It was not to be expected that such a mass of men as composed the

confederate army, and were connected with its administration, could

at once return to the ordinary avocations of civil life without confusion

or disturbance. The men who composed the Federal Army, when the

war closed, found, on their return to their homes, a healthy, prosperous,

peaceful^ and well-organized society, into which they were not only re-

ceived and welcomed, but were properly made the recipients of what-

ever it v.-as in the power of the people to bestow ; while the Government
of the United States with a lavish hand provided, through the medium of

pay, pensions, and bounties, for tlieir wants and sufferings. It was not

«o in the South.
There society was greatly disorganized ; the strain upon the people

to supply the \irmies in the lield had exhausted their resources ; the

regions which had been the scene of active military operations were

laid waste ; starvation stared the people in the face ; labor was abso-

lutely demoralized; the negro population, which, as slaves, had

furnished the great bulk of their labor, being- liberated; in their poverty,

ignorance, and incapacity to appreciate the effect of their altered con-

dition, were slow to realize the^ necessity for constant and continued

labor on their part, so that the confederate soldier, and all others who
h;ui, jluring the years of war, d(;voted themir.elves to that cause, found,

on the return of'peace, nothing- but poverty and ruin in all their land,
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and themselves absolutely beggars among a people v.ho had nothing to

give.

Under such circumstances it was, as before stated, impossible to re-

store harmony in civil government withoiit some contusion; yet, yo

earnestly did ithat people struggle to r«-turu to their allegiance, and thus

entitle themselves to the protection which had been promised to them,

that, from the day of the surrender of their armies, no hostile arm has

ever been raised against the authority of the United iStates.

TJefore even breathing-time was allowed them, a set of harpies, most
of whom Imd shirked the dangers of the battle-field, camp-followers,

horse-holders, " cow-boys," plunderers from botli sides during all the

years of strife, rushed down singly and in squads on that people, thus

prostrate and defenseless, and for their own private gain seized and
carried off whatever could be found worth seizing in that country. All

remonstrance or resistance was stilled and crushed out by the cry of

disloyalty and treason they raised against the southern people, and by
the pretense that the plunderers were persecuted because of their

loyalty and devotion to the Union, and especially to the republican

party and its continued supremacy.
An investigation was instituted, and, among others, the present

President, then General of the Army, went to portions of the South to

examine for himself. We know of no better way to set forth the true

state of facts existing in those States than to quote from his report and
testimony.

General Grant said :

Headquarters Arjiiks ov tiiI': lIxiTii:D States,
Washington, D. C, December 18, 186.5.

To liis Excflleucy Andkkw Jorrxsox,
Fresideut of the United States :

Sir : lu reply to your note of the ICth iustant, re(iuestiii<; a report from lue giyiiifj

such informatiou as I may be iiossessecl of, coming within the scope of the iuquirics

uiade by the Senate of the Uuited States iu their resohition of the 12th instaut, I have
the honor to submit the following :

With your ap])roval, aud also that of the bonorable Secretary of War, I left Wash-
ington City on the 27th of last month for the purpose of making a tour of inspection

through some of the Southern States, or States lately iu rebellion, and to see what
changes were necessary to be made iu the disi>ositi(>n of the military forces of the

country; how these forces could be reduced and expenses curtailed, &c., &c., aud to

learn, as far as possible, the feelings aud intentions of the citizens of those States to-

ward the General Government.
*. j» # f # * #

Both in traveling and wbile stopping I saw much aud conversed freely -with the

citizens of those States, as well as with officers of the Army who have been stationed

among tlKjm.

The following ar<» the conclusions come to by nu':

I am satisfi<Ml that tlie mass of the thinking men of the South accept the present sit-

uation of allairs in good faith. The questions wliich have heretofore divided the senti-

ment of the peo])lo of the two sections—slavery and State-rights, or the right of a

State ti> se(;ed<' from the Union—they regard as having been settled forever by the

highest tribunal—arms—that man can resort to.

I was pleased to learn fioin the leading men whom I mot that they not only accepted

the decision arrived at as final, but, now the smoke of battle has cleared away, and
time has been given for reflection, that this decision has been a fortunate one for thc^

whole country, tl)(!y receiving like benelits from it witli those who opposed them iu the

field and iu couiuul.
# y. K * 1* t~ ^

The presence of blaek troops, lately slaves, demoralizes labor, both by their advice

and by furnishing in their (;amps a resort for the freedmeu for long distauc(^s around.

White tr()0])s generally excite no op))osition, ami therefore a small number of them
can maintain order in a given district. Colored troops must bo kept in bodies suffi-

cient to defend themselves. It is not the thinking ukui who would u.so violence

toward any cla.ss of troops s<;nt among tliem by th(» General Government, but the
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ignoraut in some places might ; aud the late slave seems to be imbued uitli the idea
that the property of his late master should by right belong to him, or at least should
liave no protection from the col(?)red soldier. There is danger of collisions being brought
on by such causes. •

My observations lead me to the conclusion that the citizens of the Southern States
are anxious to return to self-government within the Union as soon as possible ; that
while reconstructing they want and require protection from the Government ; that
they arc in earnest in wishing to do what they think is required by the Government,
not humiliating to them as citizens; and that if such a course were pointed out they
would pu.rsue it in good faith. It is to be regretted that there cannot be a greater
commingling at this time between the citizens of the two sections, and particularly'- of
those intrusted with the law-making power.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant General.

On tlie IStli day of July, 1807, when Geuenil Grant was examined
before a committee of Congress, lie said :

I know that immediately after the close of the rebellion there was a very line feeling
numifested in the South, and I thought we ought to take advantage of it as soon as
possible.

All impartial men tneii agreed that the statement of General Qrant
was true.

If jDunishments bad been deemed politic or possible, then was the
time to have inflicted them. The Federal courts Vvcre open everywhere

;

the judges aud officers vrere in full accord aud sympathy with the ad-
ministration ; nearly all the great leaders of the rebellion were at their

homes and subject to be arrested ; Mr. Davis, the president of the Con-
federate States, was in jail, demanding a trial and ready to abide the
result ; he was, for causes satisfactory to the administration, discharged,
and all in-oceedings looking to personal i)unishment were everywhere
abandoned. The people of the South, of course, thought the war was
ended; Congress so declared ; the President so })roclaimed ; the people
of the iSTorth, as well as of the South, so understood ; all believed that
the war, professedly waged to maintain and preserve the Constitution
and the Union of coequal States, had proved a success, and that the old
representative s.ystem of government—a government, as Mr. Lincoln
said, " of the people, for the people, bv the people "—would go on as ol'

old.

The men of the South, under the i)rogramme laid down for them, re-

organized their State governments, elected Itcpresentati ves and Senators
to Congress, ratified the thirteenth amendment to the Constitution of the
United States by their State legislatures, conferred by law all civil

rights on their emancipated slaves, in short, did all that they thought
the Federal Government wanted them to do.

But they were mistakeu ; they had failed to elect men to Congress
who AvorJd blindly obey the orders of the leaders who then dictated
and were determined to continue to dictate the legislation of the
country. A system had grown \\\) v\hereby great, protected, and
moneyed monopolies were fostered and enriched at the expense of labor,

and especially of agricultural labor, which it was not believed the rep-

resentatives of southern constituencies would sustain. The doors of
Congress were closed upon them (of course not avowedly for the true
reason) and, so far as they were concerned, taxation without represent-
ation was their fate from that time forward, and has so continued with
some exceptions substantially until now. When they had not a llepre-

sentative in Congress a t;ix of three cents a pound was levied upon all

cotton exported, that being their great staple pro.duct, while every other
portion of the country could export its products duty free.
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Tlie Freedmen's Bureau bill and the eivil-rights bill were next in!])Osed

upon them by the other States. (We perhaps ought to say that Ten-

nessee had, in the mean time, sent men to Congress willing to obey all

orders of their party leaders, and they had been admitted, of course.)

Then followed the series of reconstruction measures, with the four-

teeuth and tifteenth amendments, which they were required to accept,

indorse, and ap]>rove, as a condition precedent to being; allowed to liave

any civil government at all ; because, until that vras done, the liberty

and property of every man, woman, and child, loyal and disloyal, white
and black, were held at the mercy of any soldier wlio might l)e placed

over them.
Men in the Xorthevn and Western States have but a faint idea of the

oppressions wantonly heaped upon the people of the South; of the in-

solence of the adventurers who vvcrc made tlieir masters; of the strife

they stirred up by their appeals to the worst ])assions of the ignorant

negroes, inciting them to crimes, and deceiving them by false j^romises

of conferring upon them the property of their iormer n)asters, in order

that they, by the votes of the negroes, might ride into power ami place,

which they never v.'ould have thought of at home, and thus be enabled to

rob and plunder ai)cople whose most intelligent men ami largest property-

holders were disfranchised by Congress, the more surely to enable the

Freedmen's Bureau agents, and otlier adventurers, to obtain and hold

undisputed i)ossession of all the functions (if government. State and
Federal.

A careful reading of the testimony taken by the committee—for on
these points there is no dispute and no conflict—would conviuce every
impartial man that the endurance and long-suifering of that peop e 1ms

beeu such as no people ever before exhibited.

We have not the space to set forth one-tenth i)art of the proof taken,

illustrating, we might say demonstrating, the truth of our assertions;

but we feel it to be incumbent upou us, as the testimony is too volumi-

nous to be read, to give some extracts from a few of the many intelli-

gent witnesses examined, es})ecially as to tlie kind of meu }nit in au-

thority by Congress, and their management of the negro.

We' hardly knov/ where to begin, as the statements are so similar

from gentlemen in every State. General James 11. Clanton, of Ala-

bama, in his testimony, (see Alabama testimony, page 233,) gives, per-

haps, as good an idea as any other witiu\ss of the feelings of the people

of the South toward northern meu generally, and of the class of people

who have come to be generally known as "carpet-baggers" and "scala-

wags," which we may as well quote in advance:

Quculion. Is tbcrc any so.ntinicnt in your State uniong the -white jieople against set-

ller.s from other paits ol" the country ;

Aii>iu-er. No, sir; we are very niiieli in need of good men from all ])artsof the world;

we offer every indncement to "get tlieni, an<l when one comes in we take liini hy the

liaixl and encourage him—treat him well. I liave never heard of one in the county of

Montgomery lieing interferred with Ity a neiglihor. We n(!(!d popnlation and ca]>ital,

and or.r ped])]!; are trying to form copartnerships witii i)eople at tlu; North wiio liave

capital. liist(;a(l of heiiig ])rcjiidiced against their coming we are in favor of it.

(Jitcstioii. How in the epitiiet carpet-bagger, wiiich is so odions, aiiplied, and to wliom

do you a[)]ily it
'1

Ahuwci: If a. man sliould come there and invest §100,000, and in the next year should

m&k the highest ofliees, by appealing to tUn basest i)rejudiees of art ignorant race, we
would call him a ])olitir:il carpet-bagger. 15ut if he followed Ills legitimate business,

took his clnniceHv.itli the rest, behaved himself, and did not s'.ir up strile, w<' would call

him a genlicman. (ieneral Warn('r bought land ; 1 fixed some titles for luni, and 1 as-

sured him that when men cann; there to takt; their chances witli ns for life, we would

take them by the hand. I'.ut we found out his designs. J5eforo his seat in (^liio had
'ot c(dd he was running the negro machini! aHu>ng us to put himself in ollice. llenco
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vre call that carpet-bag.i>iii<r, where a person coui.es amoDpc ns and tries to ilo sometbiuf^
Avliich be coukl not do in the North before the war. If I had <>oue to the North and
set myself up as a candidate for United States Senator, I would have been ridiculed.
I could not have attained that position iu twenty years. It is worth the eflbrt of
twenty years to attain, But lie came just after, if not before, his senatorial term in
Ohio expired, and, by ringing iu with the negroes, attained that position. Our present
governor, Lindsay, is from Scotland, and has been among us about twenty years.- He
married Governor Winston's sister. .Judge Goldthwaite was born in ]>oston, and his
wife is a near relative of Mr. Wallach, of this city ; his mother was Ihiglish, and hi.s-

brothers and sisters are Northerners. We long ago mads him supreme court judge, anU
now we have made him senator.

Question. Does the term carpet-bagger apply to a man coming from Georgia to Ala-
bama ?

Aiisivo: Yes, he would be a Georgia carpet-bagger, if he came in the same way. We
set down our own people who act that way as the meanest.

Question. You call them scalawags?
JnsH-er. Yes, sir; we have less coutidence in them than in carpet-baggers.
Question. If a nutn should come from Georgia and act badly, would'you call him ;i

scalawag o» carpet-bagger ?

Ansircr. Scalawag; southern men we call scalawags. The name originated in a fel-

low being kicked by a sheep so that he died. He said he didn't mind being killed, but
he hated the idea of being kicked to death by the meanest wetlier in the whole flock

—

the seal}" sheep. We mean by scalawag a meaner man than a carpet-bagger.

We may as well say just here, to avoid repetition, that the testimony
shows, in one unbroken chain, that gentlemen, regardless of i)olitics^

who go South from the Northern or Western States, and in good faith

settle among that people, are as kindly treated and as likely to be pro-
moted to oftieial positions after they are known as they would be if they
moved from one northern State to another. Judge Pettus, of Alabama,
(see page 390,) states these facts fairly. He says:

.Insicrr. Individuals come to Alabama—some of them honest men and well esteemed
\vher<; they Ciune from; others of a very different character; a large proportion of
them, so lar as I have had any personal knowledge or information, of the latter class

;

neither of them, however, showing to the community iu which they settle any indica-
tion or evidence of their standing among their neighbors at home ; and although a man
may conduct himself, for the time he is there, fairly and honestly and uprightly, no
man in the community knows by any correct information who he is ; and he is not
received into society. This has been inade a great charge against us, though I have
never seen any regulated society on earth that would receive any man into it unless he
showed iu some waj' that ho was considered an honest man at home. It has been
assumed, so far as our social treatment of strangers and immigrants has been concerned,,
(hat the fact of a man belonging to the coufjuering element ought to be a sufficient
voucher for his character ; and such men have not thought it necessarj^, as a general
thing, to produce any other voucher iu the new hojue that they have selected for them-
selves. Wh<-re a man has come to our country and conducted himself with propriety,
a.nd has shown to tlie people by any evidence worthy of credence that he was an honest
eitizen where ho came from, ho has been received, so far as I know, with a certain
degree of hospitality. It has not been as cordial as it would be toward one coming
trom another direction ; but it has certainly been respectful, courteous, and kind,
whether the man was a republican or a democrat. I Icnow numbers of gentlemen who
have come down there and held office—high office. They were gentlemen at home and
they made it known there ^ and although they were decided republicans, they were
received in society almost as well as any of our citizens. We do not discountenance a
man merely because ho is a republican; but there is a prejudice against that class of
])eople coming there, because of the numerous vicious men who have settled among us,
and ojjpressed us under the forms of laAV. I could name several distinguished repub-
lican gentlemen residing in Alabama, who were gentlemen at home, and are recognized
and treated as gentlemen there—honest, direct men, attending to their own business,
discharging their official duties, and not pro.stituting their places for the purpose of
manufacturing political capital, as is done iu numbers of other instances.

On page 37G, Judge Pettus says :

Question. And this antagonism of race has been aggravated by the measures of the
iovernment f

Ansirer. Yes, sir, aggravated very much by the measures of the Government, but
aggravated much more by the character of the men who have charge of our local gov-
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Qiieaiioii. Tlio State and county officers ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sir.

(Jucsiio)i. State, if yon i)lease, the cliaracter of these persons and the manner in

Avhich they have brou^fht about this condition of affairs.

jH.s!(Tr.'As to the character of the persons who have charge there, I never knew
anything of them ])rior to their coming, except those who were citizens of the State.

There are among them some few men of irreproachable character, so far us honesty is

concerned. Some of them, I have no doubt, are honest men. Tliey came there, how-
ever, or seemed to come, with the idea that wo were an inferior race of i)eople, uofc fit

to govern ovrselves ; and I thinli that some of these men honestly btdieve we are unfit

to be trusted in any matter of importance to the Government. I have no doubt that

that is their opinion. They liave acted on it, and they have taught the negroes (who
are for the most part men of little information) to think the same thing of us. They liav(;

bred suspicion and distrust. They have taught these negroes to believe that wo wen;
there worst enemies ; that we would put them back into slavery if we had a chance to

do so; that we would defraud them of tlieir rights, civil and political, as well as their

individtuil rights of property; would swindle them in business transactions. That
has been the general character of the teachings of men among us (even those who are

considered men of lionest character) who have come down there as politfcal mission-

aries, I might say. Added to those there are a number of very vicious men who have
made use of the negro population for the purpose of ol)taining position, I presume, and
making money. They have gathered thenegroes together in large numbers privately in

the night-time, and have talked to them in such a way as to create this kind of distrust.

Then there are very bad men among our own people who have joined in that thing.

In addition to that there are very bad men acting with the white people there, who
have given cause for that kind of sentiment towaixl tiie people generally; I mean
given a handle on which to build that kind of an accusation.

Mr. Sayre, of Alabama, tells, perhaps, as succinctly as any one else, how
the negroes ^vere deluded and their votes secured by tiie Freed men's
Bureau agents, and how they made themselves masters of the Southern
States and so-(jalled Representatives in Congress: •

Ansivcr. Well, when the agents first came there, after the occupation of the country
Ly General Smitii's army, I think it was, they established a Freednian's Bureau. They
notified everybody that'they must employ their freedmen, and that all their contracts

must be submitted to the inspection of tlae Fi-ccdmcn's liurcau ; that no man would be

allowed to eni]doy freedmen unless their conti-acts were submitted to and approved
by that Bureau. Well, they listened to every sort of tale that any dissatisfied negro
might choose to tell ; tliey would send out and arrest white men, bring them in under
guard, try them, and put them in jail. They got iiold of jjlantations there, what
they call refuges for freedmen. It was announced that if the freedmen g<it dissatisfied

they could enter there, and be fed and clothed, and taken care of. In that way alarge
number of negroes were enticed away from plantations where they had been living,

and they flocked to these places. Hundreds of tliem died from neglect. The iinpras-

eion was produced upon the negro that the white man who had been his master was
his enemy, and that these men were his peculiar friends; that they had nothing to

expect from and throngli their old masters. They then connnenced the cstablisliment

of these Loyal Leagues, into v/hich they got almost every negro in the country. Thoy'
would send their agents all through there, from plantation to phuitation, until I expect

there was hardly a negro in the whole country w ho did not belong to tho League. In

that way a want of coufideneo was produced bctw(,'en the negro ami the white man,
and a feeling of confidence between the negro and tiie agents of this Bureau. It has

been a vei'y troublesome thing to counteract that ; but it has been so far counteracted

now that the negro has confidence in the white man in everything but jjolitics ; I <lo

not flunk he has nnieh confidence in the while man about politics yet, but I think

that feeling is dono away with to a great extent. They would tell all sorts of tales

before elections ; 1 hey wonhl send regnlar orders to the League members on the plan-

tations to go and vote. 1 have b(H'u told that order extended to negroes from filteon

years and upwards. N(>groes tluimselvi^s have told me that they voted the repul)lican

ticket for the nsason that they were informed by tliose men that, if they did not do it,

they would hi; put back into slavery, and their wives made to work on the road. It

had su(;h an eli'eet that a gentleman in jMoiit v.oiuery told me that souio of his own
former slaves came back to him after the <'leefi()n and said, '' Well, massa, what house

must I go int(» ? I undenstand that the deniderats have snceeeded, and that we are

slaves again."
QuchUoii. Give us an account of the manner in Viiiicli this organization was used as

an instrument to electioneer for the republican party, and l)ring it into power.

Answer. I once saw a ('opy of what was said to bo a constitution of the orginizaticui

of the Loyal League. Then; was in that an oath which they all had to take, and in
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wliicTi tbdv s'.vore that they would vote for the. uoniinecs of tlie League. That has been
tho cliiel' iiii-arument by which that vote has been coutrolled. The nepro has got the
idea into his head that if he does not vote that way some terrible punishment will b(>,

visited upon him.

General Wright, of Augusta, Georgia, (page 272,) says

:

Qnesiion. When these negroes were first given the right to vote, what class of men
took possession of them ?

AiiKwcr. They were taken possession of by a class of men rt'ho went down there con-
nected in some way with the Freedmen's Bureau ; they swarmed all over the couiitry.

The white people were sore, inteusel.v sore, at the results of the war, at losing their
slaves, and they shrank back and had nothing to say to the negroes. That course of
conduct on their part enabled these men to go on and obtain the confidence of tho
negroes; they made tho negroes believe that unless they banded themselves together
and stood up for their rights, the white ])eopl6 would put them back into slavery. But
tlie reign of that class of people in our State is over—past and gone. These men camo
there and fastened themselves upon every community, and when the election for mem-
bers of tho legislature came on they were themselves elected. I can give you an
instance right there, within a stone's throw of where I live, of a man Ijy the name of
Captain Richardson, who v.-ent down there in the Bureau. He lived in Augusta, and
was elected a member of the legislature from the county of Hancock, way up in the
interior of the State ; ho perhaps never was in that county in his life. There was a
man by the name of J. Mason Rice, who caTueout in the Bureau, and lived in Augusta

;

ho was elected a representative of the county of Columbia. A man of the name of
Shcrnian came down there,, not in the Bureau, but as a developer. Ha bought a piece
«f land near Augusta, and worked it for a while, and then had to give it up. He ran
for tho jjlace of senator in the district composed of Wilkes, Jackson, and Columbia.
Wilkes is the county in which Toombs lives. This man ran for senator, and was elected
there. There was Rice, elected as a member from Columbia County, and never was in
it ; Richardson was elected as a mendjer from Hancock County, and he never was in

that county ; and Sherman was elected as senator from Wilkes, Lincoln, and Cohunbia
Counties, and, so far as I know, he has never been in either one of them. A man by
the name of Claiborn, a Baltimore negro, came down to Augusta with the Bureau, and
v.-as elected a member of the legislature from Burke County. He served until a few
months befoi'e the close of the legislature, Vv'hen ho was killed by a negro in the capital.

(jHestioii. Does your law require the representative to live in the county he claims to

rci>resent.*
'

Aiiimev. Yes, sir ; but the republicans had a majority there, and they permitted anj-

one to take his seat who had tteo returns ; and when they reallj' did not get a majority
of tho votes, Mr. Ilurlburt, who was tho head man of the registration, fixed up the
votes, cooked them up for them, and they were admitted. We were entirely powerless
there.

QuesUon. That class of men control the votes of the colored jieoijle?

Aiiswer. Implicitly.

Qutstion. Was any such thing as promises of land and other property ever made to
I he negro?

Ansive)\ The negroes said so. Up to tho latter part of 18138 the negroes believed that
by voting they were going to get a division of the land and stock of tho country.
These carpet-baggers would go down there and actually sell stakes to them. That is

almost too improbable lor belief; but these rascals would go down there and sell

painted stakes to these negroes, and tell them that all they had to do was to put down
the stakes on their owner.s' fai'ms, and forty acresof land would be theirs after election.

You could see them all over the country. The negroes said they gave a dollar apieco
for those stakes. They were very ignorant, or they would not have believed such
things ; but they did believe it, and, I. have no doiibt, implicitly.

Question. That belief has passed away?
Aiisive): Yes, sir.

Qucslivii. And the scepter has departf'd froiu them '!

Answer. Yes, sir ; tho colored peoY)le understand this thing now ; the negroes and the
whites are in thorough understanding with each other. The negroes vote now with
their old owners; they did so at the last election. Their owners would fix np their
teams and wagons, haul them to the place of election, and supply them with tickets to
\ ote. The negroes are now tired of the cai'X)et-baggers.

Jobu G. Pierce, of Alabama, testifies as to tlic promises made to the
uegroes, aud the frauds practiced upon them, as follows, (see page 314 :)

Qticstioi). State anything you know in regard to promises of land and mules.
Antiu-tr. I can tell you from what I know and have seen myself, and also from what

negroes have told me, that they have been promised lands and mules— fortj' acres of
laud and a mule—on divers occasion.s. Many an old negro has come to me and asked
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me about thiit'lbiuft-. 1 can illustrate it by oue little tiling that I saw on a Yisifc onco
to Gainesville, kSuuiter Countj^ At a barbecue there I saw a man who was making a
speech to the negroes, telling theui what good he had done for them ; that ho had
been to Washington City and had procured from one of the Departments here certain
pegs. T saw the pegs. He had about two dozen on his arm ; they were painted red ami
blue. He said that those pegs ho had obtained from here at a great expense to himself;
that they had been made by the Government for the purpose of staking out the negroes'
ibrty acres. He told the negroes that all he wanted was to have the expenses paid to

liim, which was about a dollar a peg. He told them that they could stick one peg down
at a corner, then walk so far one way and stick another down, then wallv so far another
way and stick another down, till they had got the four pegs down ; and that, when the
four pegs were down, the negroes' forty acres would be included in that area ; and all

he had to say to them was, tliat they could stick those pegs anywhere they i)leased

—

on anybody's land they wanted to, but not to interfere with each other; .and he would
advise them, in selecting the forty acres, to t.ake half woodland and half clear; that
nobody would dare to interfere with those pegs.

To men wlio liavo only seen the negro in the IVee or border slave States,

and consequently judge of the intelligence of the Avbole race by what
they have there seen, these statements might seem like exaggeration^
but \Yhen tlie gross ignorance and superstition of the negroes of the
extreme South is understood, they will be readily appreciated.

Judge Carpenter, of South Carolina, thus speaks of their iutelligencey

or rather want of it, page 238 :

QuesCton. Of course you have been <][uite familiar with the negro population of South
Caroliua. How do they compare in intelligence with the colored population of the
border States, such ns the colored population of Maryland and Kentucky '{ I know
you are familiar with the colored population of Kentucky, as well as myself. How
does the colored ])opulatiou of South Carolina compare in iiatellig<',uce with the colored
population in these States ; and, if they are less intelligent, what, iii your opinion, is

the cause of it ?

Answer. If you except a portion of the col'.ired po])u]a!iou of tlie city of Charles-
ton

Queaiion. I mean outside of cities ?

A)mioer. Except a portion of the old colored population there, that have been free for

a long period of years, a great many of whom are people of intelligence, good character,
reputation for probity and honesty, and even men ofj)roperty— if you except them,
the rest are very much less enlightened than the colored people of the border States.

However, the farther you move north in the State, the nearer you approach the
mountains, and in the mountains themselves, they are more intelligent than on the
sea-coast, or on the rivers. The colored population upon the sea-coast and upon the
rivers, in point of intelligence is just as slightly removed from the animal creation as
it is conceivable for a man to be. I venture to say that no gentleman here woiild be
able to understand one of them upon the witness-stand, or would Ijts able to know
what he rueaut. I have had to exercise more i)atienco aud more ingenuity in that
particular, to have more explanations and interpretations, to fnid out what a witness,

meant to say, who had witnessed a murder, for instance, than to uudcrsta-iid anything
«;lse in my life. They talk a very outlandish i<liom, utterly unlcuown to me. They
arc vei'y ignorant, and still have very stroug passiojis, and these bad men lead them
just as a man would dri\'e or lead a llock of sheep.

Question. 'J'hat brings nu3 to the question whi(;h I desired to ask, whetlier or not that
<;haracter of population, ignorant and d(^grad(;d as you have desciiljcd them, an^ not
very easily controlled an(l led by persons who acfpure their conlideneef
Answer. Very easily. They bcdieve anything they are told, no matter how ridicu-

lous. As an instance of that I will say that two of the most serious charges made
against me by the colored population wlien I was a candidate for govcirnor were, lirst,

that if I was elected I woidd rt'duce them again to slavery; aud second, failing to do
that, I would not allow their wives and daughters to wear hoop-skirt.s.

(Jueslion. How did they get the latter idea ?

AnsHwr. It does not u)atter how ridiculous a thing is ; they beli(>ve anything. They
are a very ci-edulous set. Those men have as al)soluto control over (hem ;ts any slave-

hold(!r ever had over liis slaves balbre slavery was abolished.

Question. In what way did they oI>tain and maintain that sort of control?
Answer. They oI)taine(l the eoiitroloriginally l)y tlie wliite ])e()ple of South Carolina

i-(.'fusing to take any part in tho elections in tlie organization of tll(^ State. These
men Ihen W(;nt to the colored ])eoplo and said, " Wr an-, your frit^nds ; we are going
into this thing ami li.ive you educate your cliildn-n, and make «;verj'thing better for

you," and all that sort of thiiig. They got their conlidenee and control. Tho white
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people did not go among them. The colored people iu that way were made iuimical
to the white r)eoplc, and led to think that their interests were antagonistic to the
interests of the white people. The white people held the property and what little

money there was. The colored people were taught by these men to believe that the
lands jiroperly belonged to them and not to their former masters ; that the dwelliug-
lionses and gin-houses and everything else belonged to them. I heard that repeatedly
stated on the stump last summer, not only by colored men but by white men. Senator
Beverly Nash, a colored man, at Columbia, a very shrewd, sharp, keen man, in a pub-
lic speech to six or eight thousand n)en, .said to them: '-The reformers complain of
taxes being too high. I tell you that they are not high enough. I want them taxed
until they i>at these lands back where ihey belong, into the liauds of those who
worked for them. You toiled for them, you labored for them, and were sold to pay
for them, and you ought to have them." That was the key-note of the whole stumping
from the sea-coast to the mountains. Some of the people did not say anything about
it; but it was a fierce contest from beginning t^ end, to array race against race. Our
•eflbi'ts were directed to harmonize the two races for political purposes and legal pur-
poses.

Mr, Alrici!, of South Carolina, ou page 174, says:

The negroes iu our country are a very ignorant and a very superstitions class of peo-
ple. Nov*' and then you see a mau down there among the negroes, like the colored peo-
]de here in Washington, tliose who have been house-servants, or gentlemen's body-
servants, men of intelligence ; but the great mass of our plantation hands are ex-
tremely ignorant. They love excitement ; they love amusement ; they will walk ten
miles after a hard day's work to go to a funeral.

Queniion. Do they consider that an amusement ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; they consider that the greatest sport they can have. Apolitical
.-j.eeeh is looked forward to for days and weeks ahead. They are of a very religious
turn of mind ; they are a superstitious iieople, and believe strongly in the spiritual
world. They are organized into leagues, and they have si^eakers in those leagues once
a week, oralors of the party who speak to the people assembled there. Tliey flock
there in crowds; it is great enjoyment to them. Those leagues are opened by prayer,
for the preachers are generally there, and they are counseled as they lo^•e their immor-
tal souls, to vote no other than the straight republican ticket.

General John B. Gordon, of Georgia, on page 30G, says

:

Those negroes upon the coast are veiy different from the negroes in Middle and Upper
vTLorgia ; they are almost an entirelj^ different race of peo])le. They are excessively
ignorant. The intelligence of tiie negro in the middle and upper counties of Georgia
is very mtich the same as the intelligence of the negro here or anywhere over the
country. But in the southern iiortiou of the Staie, vhere there is a large negro belt,

as we call it, the negroes have absolutely a language of their own. If a negro from
Washington were to talk with a negro from Atlanta, or the upper portion of Georgia,
their language would be the same ; they would use about the same words to express
the same ideas. But it is uot so on the coast. If a negro were transported from this

city to the coast of Georgia, he would not understand at all a great deal that many of
ihe negroes of that coast would say. Their old masters, who grew up with them, do

iderstand their language ; but it is a peculiar language. It is different from the lan-
' lage of the negroes iu any other portion of our State, or any other portion of the South.
:;eept along the Atlantic belt.

(Question. Is that class of negroes still there ;

Aiiswtr. They are there now, and in very large iitmibers, itpon the Sea Islands and
upon the rice plantations.

Qvestic'i. They are as ig-aorant, I presume, as thej'' were at first ?

.Inswcr. Quito so. They have also a peculiar religion. I have attended what they
'all their religious meetings; and they have what they call ''shouting." They say,
•' We are going to have a shouting to-night." If you staid outside when that shouting
was going on, it would remind you very much of the accounts that we read of the
worship of the howling dervishes. They sing, shout, take hold of hands, and go round
<lanciug and jumping until one faints ; then he is considered as " having religion."

That is the style of worship not only in that portion of Georgia, but it is now extend-
ing up the State. I had a large plantation in Dougherty Cottuty, Georgia, which I sold

last fall. On that plantation three years ago there was no such religion as this known.
The negroes belonged to various churches ; mainly the Baptist and Methodist. Those
were the most popular churcTaes among tlie negroes of Georgia. But now this particular
religion, which they call " shouting," has been imported up there, and ingrafted ui)ou
then- style of worship. It is extending higher up in the State, and is gradually getting
possession of all the negroes there, '^o carry on these exercises, th(\v will sit up all

night long, and sometimes many nights in .snccession ; so that it is a source of very
great iinno\ ance to iho planter wlio depends on their labor for his ciops. 1 do not want
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to say that it is a •roncral thing in the State. It is a general thing on the coast, ami is

l)eing introduced into tlio counties in Southwest Georgia, the cotton-growing counties
of tlic State. Before I sokl the x»lantatiou I have just sjioken of, this style of w()r^^hip

had heeu inaugurated on that plantation.

Qucslion. Do they think the Spirit strikes them when they fall down in that wa> ?

Answer. They say they are " happy ; " they are taken to one side, and the exercise is

continued until another and another is exhausted and laid aside as " happy " men or
A^onien. Tliat is their style of religion which they call '" shouting."

Question. In other words, thc^y are extremely ignoi'ant and superstitious?

Jns^cer. They are very ignorant. They are entirely diti'crent i'rom the negroe*
from the middle section of the State upward. The latter are much more intelligeiifc

than those along the sea-coast.

Qitestio)!. As to those negroes along the black belt, whom yov\ have describ(?d as hav-
ing their own peculiar language and religious superstitions, with what sort of intelli-

gencB do they seem to exercise the right of suffrage? How are they controlled an<l

managed ?

Ans^iver. Well, sir, they had just began voting when I left there; they Avere at that

time, and are still, so far as my knowledge of the State extends—I know it is true of a
large portion t)f the State—controlled almost entirely by the League organizations.

The negroes were introduced very early into what they called the Union Leagues ; and
they were controlled hy those Leagues. They seemed to be under the impression that

by voting they Avcre to acquire some sort of property, and were influenced mainly by
ideas of that sort, wliicli had been instilled into them by tliese people who had gone
there among them. I, liowever, know less about the particular inlluence brought to
bear now, in that part of the State, with vcgard to voting, than in any other part, be-

cause I have been in that portion of the State less since they have been voting. When
I left there they had just commenced voting. But they were then, as they are now
generally throughout the State, under the control of men who have gone in our midst
since the war—men who, I am sorry to say, are, as a general rule, without any charac-

ter at home, so far as wo have been able to learn ; men who, as a rule, were not in tho
Army ; for I want to say very distinctly that our people have not entertained animos-
ity and bitterness toward the troops, the men who were in the Army ; our feelings ari>

directed towards these camp-followers and men wlio have come in our midst since the
•v\Tar—men Avithout character and without intelligence, except a Certain sort of

shrewdness by which they liave been enabled to impose themselves ujion the negro
and acquire gain, some of them very much gain, out of the pittances they were able

to get out of the negro one way and another. Some of them have gotten into office

from counties where they never v>ere but once or twice during the whole canvass. In

some cases they have gone into a county only a few days before the election ; their

names have been sent to the League, and their election has been fixed up in advance.

I knoAV of one or two members of the legislature who never resided at all in the counties

from which they were sent,, except a few days belbro the election.

Jt follo\A^s logically and would bo i)eifectly nndeistood, even if it

was not proved—as it is overwhelmingly—that such men as poured
down from the jSTorth upon that people with such materials in their

hands as the negroes there are shown to be, made themselves complete

masters of the situation, baclced as they were by the Freedmen's Bureau
in every village and supported by all the power of the Federal Govern-
ment, Avith a soldiery scattered everywhere ready to do their bidding and
enforce their orders, with uo appeal from their edi(;ts ; for the courts were
all closed, and Congress had declared that there were no civil govern-

ments in all those States. With the great mass of the intelligent white

men disfranchised and subject to seizure and imprisonment, withoutcause
shown, if they dared even so nuu;h as murmur ; with negro militia every-

where, and the arms taken lioiii the whites, it would ha,v(^ shown a virtue

in carpet-baggers, which it is not even ])retended they ])0ssessed, had
they not becoiiK; o})pressors.

The elections pretended to be held were mere farces ; all tlu^ registrars,

judges, l)all()t-counters, i)olic(>, militia and other machinery were in their

own hands, and the oflicials were often candi<lates at polls held by them-

selves; where t lie negroes could not be inspired with suflicient hatred to

their former masters to vote for these loyal leaguers and carpet-baggers

they were forced to do so, their ballots were taken, examined and
changed when they did not suit, and the recusant negro who dared to-
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disobey was ostracized, denounced, and often beaten to compel obedience.
The testimony taken is full of incontrovertible proof of all these tliinus :

we can only give a few specimens.

Mr. Pettus, of Alabama, on page 381, says

:

Quc^^Hon. What is yonr knowledgo or informatiou iu iv^gard to ]ief;roos who have
belonged to your Leagues, or who have been taking an active part as republicans, es-
auiining at the polls the ballots of negroes offering to vote, and especially of those of-

fering to vote the democratic ticket ?

Annwcr. Well, sir, there is a regular system on that subject, so far as my observation
goes.

Qucsiioii. Explain it to the committee.
Ansiva: The system is to make a door, either by men, or rails, or pailings, through

which all the voters are rcquii'ed to go. Ordinarily, I have seen these elections con-
ducted at court-houses, and they are inclosed. A crowd stands usually at the paling
fence, on both sides, and the voters, white and black, have to pass, because generally
there is but one place of entrance ; and if there are two, they generally station two
men. Any white man is allowed to pass through without question, whether ho I)elongs

to one party or the other. The colored man, when he comes to this jioint of entrance,
hands his vote, or it is taken, and it in inspected by another colored man stationed
there for that purpose. Ho inspects the vote, and tlie man passes on, or he changes the
ticket. That is the general system of voting in Alabama, so far as my observation
goes, in reference to The colored people. If the negro has a democratic ticket, it is ob-
jected to by the man in command of the entrance; and sometimes I have seen contro-
versies on the subject, but never any difliculty. There has never been any mob, except
in one instance, and that did not grow exactly out of that kind of thing. But the vote
is inspected, and, so far as my observation goes, there is always an effort to change it,

if it does not suit the man in charge of the gate. Sometimes it is changed, and some-
times it is not.

Question. This organization Ihat is formed at the gate is generally composed of colored
men 1

Answer. Almost always.
(Juesiiov. And republicans ?

Answer. O, yes, sir.

Question. They are the active controllers of these secret League organizations, I sup-
pose ?

Answer. They are called League organizations. They are secret societies, meeting
for ijolitical purposes; that is my information; and these men who stand at the gate
are, for the most part, l)old men of that organization.

Question. Is not this organization acting entirely in violation of law?
Ansiiwr. Well, sir, I cannot say that. The attempt to intimidate a voter is a breach

of the law, so far as they do that ; but I do not know any law against a body of men
meeting secretly for political purposes.

Question. I mean when they stop the voter and take his ticket away from him?
Ansice): Yes, sir; whenever that is done in a style which tends to intimidate the

^ (iter, it is a direct breach of the law.
Qnestion. Is it not done in such a way that the voter cannot very well resist, or does

not generally resist ?

Answer. I have seen it resisted, but it is not generally done. My information is that
most of the negroes have belonged to that League in one form or another, and have
been sworn in some way to obey certain orders coming from certain sources; and that
when these orders are received they do not question them at all, but obey them, as a,

general thing, though I have seen this proceeding not only questioned, but disiiuted
with decided rudeness and indignation; I have seen it done by eeveral colored men.

Queslion. Do you give it as your opinion that the great bulk of the intimidation that
has been practiced upon voters in the elections iu Alabanui has been by organized
bodies of the colored League upon their own race, v.'ho seemed to be diileriug with
them in politics^

Answer. It has been by the leading men—the bold men—of these secret organiza-
tions; the colored men, I mean. I do not believe a white man would engage in that
sort of business in Alabama, in the presence of the nndtitude, but th<;se bold negroes aro
put forward for that purpose; and really all the intimidation that I have ever seen,
and all that I have ever heard of being exercised at the polls, has been by black men
on black men, for desiring to vote " against their race," as it is called.

Again, (pagc.384 :)

Question. You have spoken of the advice that their leaders give them iu those
• Leagues. Have you ever known any republican leat!er in your State to argue (o meu

that they ought to do any violence to the white people or to deprive the v/hite people
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of any right that belon,s;s to Uiom? Have you ever known any republican leader to

udvise the colored people that they should do anything more than assert their rights,

and to argue to theni that tliey ought to go with the republican party because they
were their friends politically?

Ansiccr. I have heard several speeches, the direct tendency of which, while they did
not profess to advise violence on the part of the negroes, was to produce acts of ag-

gression on their part against the white people. I will explain that in this way : Tlie

former masters of those who had been slaves were abused; the negroes were told of
their sufferings in slavery ; they were told, "All this property that you see here, these

lands, Avere cleared by you
;
you made all these fences

;
you dug all these ditches ; and

you arc the men they belong to." That was the style of speaking. Such speakers
have told the negroes that it was the purpose of themselves, and they thought they
could induce the Cuvernnient of the United States to carry it out, to have a division

of those lands. I have heard such things said by their leaders ; I say their leaders,

but they are very insignificant men—men Avhom you would never invite to your house
if you knew who they were : Irat still they are the controlling men who have charge
of these negroes in the special localities ; and they base their speeches on the text of a
bill which was introduced into Congress by Mr. Stevens. I cannot remember the pro-

visions of the bill ; but you, perhaps, will.

Question. The Stevens confiscation bill f

Ansitrr. Yes, sir. It jsroposed to divide up the lands in small parcels and appro-
priate them. The negroes were taught to believe that this would be done ; that all

those immense farms would be hashed up into small pieces and divided among them,
provided they would sui)port the republicans, and keep down these bad men called
*' rebels " and '' secessionists."

Mr. Suber, of South Carolina, on page 140, says

:

Question. You have alluded several times to the arming of tiie militia ; I want your
to tell US what was the general arrangement about the arming of the militia ; how-

were they organized and armed ; were they generally white or black ; and how did

they behave when they were acting in their organized capacity I State fully all about
that, without any further (jucytioning, so far as your information and knowledge will

enable you to do so.

Ansn'ci: Well, sir, without any public call being made, the first intimation wo had
in our community that there was to be any organization of the militia, a colored officer

came to Newberry and was met there by tlie colored people from all parts of the county

;

that was the firs't intimation wo had of it. They immediately organized companies
and appointed or elected officers ; I think they had as many as six companies in our

<;ounty.; I know that in town there wert; three mustered in, all commanded Ijy colored

officers.

Question. Vv'ere all the men colored ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Soon after tliey Avere organized they drilled for some time without

arms.
Question. When was that ?

Answer. Last summer; about the mouth of .June, I think.

Question. Was that after the Ciuivass had begun between Governor Scott and liis

opponent ?

Answer. It was just about the tin)e, or a little before, Iho conventions met
;
.just at

the beginning of the canvass. They were drilli'd at first witliout arms, at night and
in the day-time. Soon after that arms were furnished to theui, and arms of the most
improved pattern, and ainiminitiou iu abundance ; and they never had any political

gatherings or any celebrations, except these companies appeared with tlieir arms.

They Avere drilling and mustering through our streets there, day and night, all the
Hummer and fall.

Question. State the relative proportion of the blacks and whites in the population of

NeAvlici ly County.
Answer. I think the proportion is about five-eighths black to three-eighths Avhitc

Their majority in the election has been l,uOO or 1,4U0 over the Avhites.

Question. Were any white companies iu the county of NcAvberry allowed to organize

and to be furnished Avith arms'i?

Answer. No, sir ; one white; comi)any organized iu town and tendered themselves to

the governor, under the act of tll<^ legislature authorizing the organization of tha
militia; but he declined to receive the company or to furnish them with arms.

Question. About that same time, or at some other tinn;
.'

Answer. Just at the same time. After the colored companies Avere organized, a Avhito

company was organized, and their services tendered to the goA'crnor, i)ut he declined

to accept th(!m.

Question. So that the only armed organizations you have; had in the county of New-
berry have l)een colored ?

Av^wcr. Yes, sir.
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Question. You think you had six companies of them ?

Ansjcer. I think there were six in the county ; there were three at the court-house.
Question. What was their assumed object in attending political gatherings in an

organized military form, with arms in their hands?
Aiifuca: I suppose it was to please and to dazzle their own people, and at the same

time to resist any disturbance that might occur, if any should come iu their "vwiy; I

cannot imagine what else they went armed for. They had their cartridges and their
bayonets, and I suppose it was for that ; I do not know what it was for.

Qncsiion. Did they attempt in any way to intimidate the whites?
Ansicei: They marched through our streets frequently, aud shoved everybody off the

sidewalks who came in contact with them. Indeed, nobody cared to go into the streets
when they were parading ; it was unsafe for ladies to walk the streets when they were
out. Their celebrations generally occurred in a grove not far from the town ; and the.v

generally closed their celebrations by marching into the court-house square and occu-
pying the court-house porch or steps, from which harangues were delivered to them.
The companies would be formed in front of the court-house, and they would occupy
the whole square ; the square is rather small.

Question. What was the character of the harangues delivered to them ?

Ansiccr. I was compelled to hear them, because my office was within hearing and I

could not do otherwise thkn hear them. I have heard some of a very incendiary char-
acter, the tenor of which was to persuade those colored people that the white men
were their enemies; to look upon them as their former masters and as tyrants, and not
to trust them in anything. They would dwell with peculiar unction upon the miseries
of their former servitude ; they would talk to them about the lashes that had been put
on their backs by their masters, and the manacles on their hands that had been taken
off" by their friends, the republicans. They would tell them that they must not trust
their former masters, for they were only seeking to get into position where they could
re-enslave them. All sorts of appeals were made to their passions, aud everything was
said to intlame them against the white people.

Question. Were those speeches made by wliite men ?

Ansicer. By white aud by colored men ; I think the most moderate speeches were
made by colored men.

Question. Did you ever hear a man by the name of Worthingtou make au address
to them ?

Ansicer. I heard Worthington speak from the court-house steps. He was of that
class of orators; I do not think he was so incendiary as .some of the others, but he dealt
more in innuendo than iu direct appeals to their passions.

Question. Were appeals made to them at any time to apply the torch ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have heard that Joe Crews, a memljcr of the legislature, a white
man, from Laurens County, marched through that county with those armed companies
last summer, during the campaign, and that he said iu his public speeches that matches
were worth only five cents a box, and that that was the remedy for their grievance*.

Colonel Carpenter, of South Carolina, on page 241, says :

Question. What do you know, or what information have you, of the character of the
speeches made by Crews, aud men of that sort, to the negroes during the canvass ?

Answer. Well, I heard some of them. I did not hear Crews in public—I mean upon
the stump ; but I heard him talk to a crowd of men standing about. The general talk
of all such men as Crews was, that the negroes owned all the land and property in the
country ; that they had a right to all they wanted ; that if the white folks did not let
them have it, "aud did not behave themselves," as he called it, they would burn their
houses and kill them. I do not think more incendiary speeches could be made than
Crews made iu that country. In Laurens—where Crews was a commissioner and also a
candidate for the legislature at the same time the other two commissionei-s were, one,
a mau by the uame of Owens, and a senator, a very weak man, perfectly under the
dominion of Crews, and the other a negro, also under his dominion—they returned a
thousand majority in that county for Scott and Wallace. I am as certain that I re-
ceived a thousand majority in that county as I am of my existence.

Question. How was the vote against you returned ?

Ansucr. It was a round thousand against everybody on our ticket, and a thousand
in favor of everybody on the other ticket. I do not think they ever couuted the bal-
lots. His speeches were of the most incendiary character ; aud so were they all, for
that matter. The most accomplished, the most able man of their party in South Caro-
lina, General Chamberlain, in the joint debate at Chester, which I spoke of, made a
speech that was equallj^ well calculated to stir up the worst passions 'of the colored
Mien there. He did it very adroitly, to be sure. He said ho was very glad he could
meet them aud address them ; the time had been when he could not have done it, for
they would have been over in j'onder field with marks of the lash on their backs, and
more to the same effect. I think it was very well calculated to stir up the colored pop-
ulation. I am astonished, and have been ever since I have been in the State of Soutb

20 K K
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Carolina, at tlie generally peaceable condition of the State; that more crimes have not
been committed ; for these men have exercised control over tlio colored men, and have
made appeals of that sort to them ; appeals to the worst passions of humanity.

Question. Sucli speeches as you have indicated, that Crews made, were made to
crowds of ignorant negroes 1

Ansivei\ Anj^ quantity of them. As I said before, it was the key-note of the cam-
paign, that the negroes owned all the property, but that it Avas in the wrong hands;
that the white people had it by a trick, and that the negroes ought to have it back
again ; that the way they jiroposed to do it was by taxation ; to drive the white people
out of the State by means of high taxes ; aud I think they are succeeding very well in
their method.

Mr. Aldrich, on page 175, says :

Question. Is that what yon spoke of when you said they were obliged to vote one way ?

Atisiccr. That is one thing. At the last election in my county I was run by the reform
party for the legislature. On the day of election, at a place called Red Oak Grove—

I

heard this from my brother—some colored men went up to the ballot-box to vote.
Tickets were dealt out away from the ballot-box. The managers of election were all

republicans, and colored men. They asked for tickets, and tickets were given to them,
and they were instructed to put them immediately into the box. One or two of them
said, " I don't care to do that just now ; I want to read it first." The managers said to
them, " You cannot carry the tickets away from this table." The man replied, " I desire
to carry it away to look at it." The managers replied to them, " You will not be per-
mitted to do so." Eut some of the people, who knew better, took the republican tickets
and carried them off. They were those who wanted to vote for me aud for another
man nominated by the reform party. They scratched out the names that were on the
ticket and put ours down. When they carried their tickets back these managers said,

"Let us see your tickets ;" and they showed them. After looking at them the man-
agers said, " The law does not allow you to scratch your tickets." One of the men said,
" K I cannot vote in the way I want to vote, I will not vote at all ;" and turned around
to go off. When he had got two or three hundred yards off a party of men—there was
a military company there under arms—one of them, a corporal or a sergeant, went after

him and brought him back, aud told him that if ho did not go and vote the republican
ticket, as the law required, he would be punished to the full extent of the law. What
law he referred to I do not know ; but the man understood that it was as terrible as
the law of the Medes aud Persians.

A. J. Flavers, a colored representative from Chattanooga, page 50,
miscellaneous, says:

Qnestioii. Have your people never interfered with any of yotir colored brethren when
thev wanted to vote the democratic ticket ? Did they never object to their voting
that ticket ?

Answci\ Do you mean me ?

Question. No, the League?
Ansiver. 0, yes, sir ; some of them would talk to them, and tell them about it.

Question. Have they not sometimes cuffed tiiem about it pretty smartly?
Answer. I don't know but there were some fights round the polls about voting;

there might have been ; I never had anything to do with it. I don't believe I ever
knew an election to be held there without som(! little scuflle with some of tli(>m, I sup-
pose, about voting the democratic ticket.

Question. Was it not a rather hard thing for a colored man to get a chance to vote
the democrat ticket when any of his colored brethren were about '?

Answer. I expect it was.
Question. They would talk to him pretty roughly ?

Anstver. They would talk to him about it, of course ; refer him back to the days pre-
vious to these. I have talked to a good many of them. I never had any fnss with
th('m about it. I have told them to vote as tliey pleased. I have had them reconsider
and vote the right sort of a ticket. I have seen them fooled by having the wrong
ticket handed to them. Some have brought me their tickets to read for them, and I

would tell them they were the wrong tickets. There is generally a contest about such
things as that.

Question. Have you not known colored men to be abused and beaten by other colored
men for trying to vote the democrat ticket?

Ansiver. It seems to me I have known some men have a tight about such things, but
I could not say for certain when and where; but I have seeu tliem have some contest

about it.

We might multi})ly tlie.se statements almost indefinitely, but as the
majority will hardly venture to deny the truth of our assertion on this
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subject, it would, peiiiaps, be improper to exteucl this report by furtber
quotations from the testimony. Wbeu we come to speak of the regis-

tration and election laws passed by tbese carpet-bag rulers, tbe charge
that their whole system of elections was and is a farce, and a fraud
will scarcely be denied.

Let it be borne in mind that we are, at this stage of our report, only
giving, with as little detail as is consistent with a correct understanding
of the true situation, the facts and circumstances which have produced
the present state of things at the South, which have paralyzed that peo-
ple by making them feel that they are looked upon by the administra-
tion and the authorities at Washington as degraded and untrustworthy,
with whom no faith need be kept and in whom no dej)endence can be
placed.

Take for example the case of Alabama, and when the treatment that
people received from Congress is understood, the only matter for sur-

prise will be that they are and always have been as orderly and law-
abiding as the testimonj' shows them to be. It will be remembered
that the reconstruction acts provided that unless a majority of all the
registered voters voted for or against the constitution submitted to the
l)eople for ratification, it, and consequently all officers elected under it,

should be considered by Congress as defeated and rejected.

The bad faith of Congress toward the people of that State, and the
effect of that bad faith on the feelings of the people toward the men
and the party who perpetrated and indorsed the act, are spoken of by
many witnesses.

We will only quote from one or two : first from General James H.
Clauton, now no more, a man of honor, intelligence, and integrity, whose
death is mourned with unfeigned sorrow by all classes of people in the
State whose interest, welfare, and honor were the end and aim of his

life. He says, (see page 227 :)

Confrress provided tbat if a majority of the registered voters voted for it it was ac-
cepted; if thej' failed to vote for it it was rejected. Well, the last democratic State
couventiou which met left the question as to policy entirely in the hands of the execu-
tive committee, of which I was president. This question had to be met, and it was a
grave one, involving more responsibility than I wished to take. So I called together a
council of about one hundred leading men in the State, embracing every ex-member
of Congress and ex-judge in the State. We met and deliberated, and we concluded
to vote against the constitution, with the hope of rejecting it. But for fear it

might be adopted, we were at the same time to take care of ourselves by electing
officers tinder it. Having agreed npon this, we were about to adjourn, when we
received a dispatch fi'om Governor Parsons, who was the accredited agent of the dem-
ocratic party here in Yv'^ashington, saying, " I am on my way to Montgomery ; will be
there to-night. Don't adjourn j'our convention ; don't act till I get there." He came.
Some few of our men had left. He made a speech in which he used this language :

" So far as the reconstruction measures are concerned and this constitution, touch not,
taste not, handle not, the unclean thing." He frequently used that language after-

ward in his democratic addresses throughout the State. Governor Parsons, Alexander
White, then a leading democrat, who prepared the address on that occasion, but now
a leading radical, and Samuel Rice, a man who has been a secessionist for thirty years,
as he boasts, and with whom I have had many a passage at arras—these three men
caused the council to reverse its action. They are now three leaders on the other side
in Alabama. At this time the negroes were very much excited. The right of suffrage
had been forced on them by Congress. They were all armed. They had half a dozen
league rooms, I suppose, in our city—several at least—and they were under the control
of very bad men—adventurers. A great many had got hold of muskets, and had organ-
ized in companies and battalions. This was another reason urged for not going to the
polls, that it might lead to a war of races. The election came on. The white people did
not go to the polls, or passed resolutions not to go. The consequence was there was but
one democratic senator elected in the State, and he ran contrary to our policy. There
is but one now in the State senate. We knew we could defeat the coustitutiou without
voting, and we thought if we defeated the constitution Congress would not go back on
itself and force it on us. Hence the intimidation was aU a myth. The democratic
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l»arty resolved not to go to the polls, and we did not go. But the negroes marched to
the polls by battalions, armed with muskets and stepping to the beat of drums. They
stacked their arms around the iiolls, some standing guard. There was great confusion,
and in the evening, in Montgomery, they got on the rampage and commenced firing

tlieir guns, the balls whistliug through the houses and lots. They continued it in the
uight until Colonel Crittenden, the Federal commander, beiug afraid of the results,

disarmed them as far as ho could reach them. But many remained in the outskirts

of the town firing their guns. The balls flew around my house pretty thickly.
General Meade apiioiuted the managers of the election. They were all radicals, or
nearly so. He received their returns and counted the vote. He reported tliat the
constitution, according to the form of law prescribed by Congress, had fallen short a
good many thousand votes of the majority of the registered vote. Wo thought then
that we would continue on under our own otficers elected by the people. In that we
were wiistaken. Every one of those officers, so far as I know, was removed, and the
jneu who had been voted for by the negroes under the constitution which General
Meade said was rejected were installed in the places of those elected hy law—installed

by the bayonet. They are in office to-day, with few exceptions, having held oyer six

years, instead of four as prescribed by the constitution. We have been ever since under
officers that we never voted for, except those we elected at the last election and
where there have been removals. It has been very galling, but we have borne it.

The first legislature after the war imposed a tax on our people of one-fourth of one
per cent, for State purposes, which was sufficient. The very next legislature, which
was radical and came in under the jiresent constitution—a legislature composed of men
elected from districts where they never lived—treble the taxes, raising the rate from
one-fourth to three-fourths of one per cent. ; and now the funds are insufficient for the
State government. The school-fund is in arrears about $150,000 and the public schools

are in danger of stoiiping for want of money, as I am informed by the sui)erintendeut.

He might have added, what the proof before the committee shows,
that the debt of the Slate has been increased by these usurpers from
$5,079,395 G5 in November, 1S6G, to $24,181,907 37, and that laws have
been already i^assed under which it must necessarily be increased about
$14,200,000 more, or to a total of $38,381,907 37 ; that the grossest

frauds had been perpetrated, especially in the issuing of the State bonds
to the Alabama and Chattanooga Kailroad Company ; that the legisla-

ture was utterly corrupt ; that decisions in the courts were paid for,

almost without disguise—in short, that the rights and property of tiie

people were subjects of everyday traffic to enrich these congressional
emissaries ; and he might have said, what is equally true, that it is be-

cause Alabama is throwing off the shackles wliich have so far bound
her, and is exposing the villainy of her congressional rulers, that this

new persecution in the form of Ku-Klux legislation is being imposed
upon them.

General Clanton does say, however, on page 237

:

If we felt that we enjoyed all the rights and innnunities of Massachusetts wo would
vie with tliat State in devotion to the Go^'ernnuMit. liut when we are slaves we. can-
not love the Government. We cannot love a maladministration which measures a
man's j)olitical rights by his political opinions. I believe this is the only Government
that does so. For instance, Judge Rice has been a secessionist; I have fouglit him on
it again and again. Now he finds m(» a democrat and I find liim a radical. He is a
citizen ; I am imt. He did all he could to break up the Government ; I to save it. It

just amounts to this : It is the only country in the world where a man's rights as a
citizen depend upon his ])olitical opinions. If I say I am a ri'pnhliean my shacicles tall

from njy limbs very soon. He said he was a republican and thciy fell from his limbs.

We cannot l)o ('X])ected to love an administration that treats us thus ; tliat puts ignorant
negroes over us iind traui]»l(.'S under foot virtue, intelligence, and morality; that forc(;8

on us a constitution and law-makers. Very few of those who are over us have a mili-

tary rei»iitation, ))ut tln-y are the oti'scouring of creation—political and military S(piaw8
from all parts of the habitalde globe, including the Canadian negroes.

Qucilioii. What would be the effect of such a ])olicy ?

Answer. Wlien General Grant nnule his soutliern trip both parties were speaking of
him for tlie I'residency. lb.- went as far as Ab'm))his, reported all quiet, and advisc^d

mild nu'asures. That waked a very cordial res])onse in onr hearts. And when General
Slierman wrote his letter the other day, men whosi; houses had been burned by his sol-

diers said, "Let us U'l for Slierman; he will carry the Government back to the old

track, and do justice. Li" a generous policy was pursued these foreign iutermcddlers
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would leave us, and the two races would get along very well. It is a mistake that tbe
negro would be oi^pressed. It is to our interest to keep bis confidence. We have no
other labor. If you do not pay him this year for his work, he will not work for you
another year, and he will prejudice every other negro against you. Our interest is

mutual. They need our superior guidance and direction, and we need their labor.

We would get along well if we were let alone. But there are a few^ men who say
to him, " Now you watch these conservatives; they will put you back into slavery if

they can ; they are only doing you kindnesses to get your votes." That influence
renders us powerless, exasperates the negro, keeps up strife, and perpetuates antago-
nism, which is against our wishes and interest. The disabilities are very galling to oup
lieople. Not that our leading men want office ; very few of them do. There was no
scramble of our leading men after the war. We want to build uj) our waste places,

and retrieve our lost fortunes. But the people demand the services of our best men,
and cannot get them. It not only makes the men who are under disabilities, but those
who are not-, complain and chafe that they cannot send good men to the legislature or
Congress.

Judge Pettus, on the same subject, says ou page 377 :

Question, The white people of Alabama made no effort to elect ofGcers under that
constitution?

Avstcer. No sir. We agreed to abstain from voting, and also to abstain from the
election of any officers, with the hope that the constitution would be defeated and
that thereby we would get rid of the obnoxious provisions in the constitution; that
Congress would simply order another constitution to be made by another couveutiou.
That was our anticipation ; and we relied on the act of Congress itself.

Question. Your constitution was formed by delegates, many of whom, as I understand,
were not citizens of your State?
Answer. That is my information ; and I have no doubt it is true. The delegates to

the convention embraced officers of the Armj" of the United States, officers of the Freed-
men's Bureau, and many persons who were not citizens of the State, or had only be-
come such within a few days. The order under which the election was held preveuted
a large class of the people of Alabama from voting. The election was held under a
military order.

Question. In pursuance of the reconstruction acts ?

Answer. In pursuance of the reconstruction acts, and carried out by the military au-
thorities.

Question. And by those acts a large portion of the people were disfranchised ?

Ansicer. Y'es, sir ; they were denied the right to vote. These things have irritated

the people considerably. But if you are seeking the source of our irritation and the
condition of affairs down there, it lies further back than that. One of the main things
of which we complain and have always complained is the breach of the contract made
by the soldiers in the field. I have what I call a contract—an individual one v.ith

myself—made by General Sherman in the name of the Government of the United
States, in which I was required to conduct myself after that time in obedience to the
laws, and was promised that I should not be disturbed in any way if I did so. The
soldiers went home, and as a body have been as obedient to the laws of the United
States (whether they believed them to be just or unjust) as any people I ever saw. I

speak of them as a body ; some of them have been lawless. We have been denied the
beuelits of that contract which was made when we had arms in our hands.

Question. And you look upon that as perfidy ?

Answer. Well, I do not like to use so strong an expression as that toward the Gov-
ernment of the United States at this time ; but we look upon it as a direct breach of a
contract which we had made with the Government itself.

Question. And the subsequent acts of the Government enforcing upon you a lot of
officers whom you had repudiated, and an organic law for the State which had been
rejected by the people, have been regarded by you as in pursuance of the same policy ?

Answer. Y'es, sir. After that contract had been ignored by the Government of the
United States these reconstruction measures followed ; and the Congress of the United
States ( I say it to the committee with the ittmost deference ) has seemed all the while
to have acted on the idea that we were an inferior race of people, imworthy to be
trusted; and whether we were in the rebellion or out of the rebellion, not entitled to
the same rights that the same men would have if they would remove from Alabama to

New York, for instance. Our local place of habitation was made a degradation in the
eyes of the Government. That was the great trouble with its.

Question. Notwithstanding this dissatisfaction with the administration of the Gov-
ernment of the United States, have the people of Alabama any hostility to the princi-

ples of the Government ?

Answer. 1 do not think that the people of Alabama as a mass have any hostility to
tlie principles of the Government of the United States. But I would not have the com-
mittee understand me to say that they have no hostility of feeling toward the Gov-
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ernment, as acliiiinistered against tliem. It would be trifling with the committee to

Bay that we could live as we do and not feel unkindly toward the particular men
\vho have j)ut these hardships upon us. It is impossible, in my judgment, that any
man of a fair degree of spirit should feel kindly toward any class of men who, with
power in their hands, proclaim through official sources and without interruption that
They are a degraded people—substantially that, either iu words or in acts. Men will

not submit to be so considered, and at the same time feel kindly toward the men who
thus denounce them. There is that kind of hostility against the administration of the
Government as at present conducted.

' Take the case of Georgia, aud the testimony as to the treatment of

that ])eople by the administration at Washington is worse perhaps
than that of Alabama, because it was done by the President and his

military subordinates, not only without authority of law, but in flagrant

viohxtion of every principle of civil liberty. Georgia, as is shown, had
obeyed all orders, ratified the fourteenth amendment, adopted such
a constitution as Congress approved, elected State officers and a
legislature which General Meade, till then military district commander,
indorsed and swore into oftice in the summer of 1868, but Georgia
failed to cast her electoral vote for General Grant in November, 1808,

aud the first public movement against her was when Senator Wade
aiunounced in the hall of the House of Kepresentatives, when presiding

over the convention of the House aud Senate which counted and declared

the electoral vote in February, 1809, that he was instructed by his party
to receive the vote of Georgia if it did not change the result, and not to

receive it if it did.

The iiext was when the President, in his message to Congress in

December, 1809, suggested that something ought to be done in regard
to.that State, which was followed by the act of December, 1809, remodel-
ing the legislature, but refusing nny further interference, and refusing

to give the President any further authority, except as provided in sec-

tion 7, to aid the governor if called on to prevent disturbances in the
execution of the other sections of the act.

The conduct of the President and his officers immediately after the

passage of this act was regarded by the people of Georgia as a wanton
disregard of all their rights. Not only were citizens arrested by the
military and imprisoned without warrant or known charge, but a legis-

lature was manipulated and manufactured by the exclusion of demo-
crats who had been elected, and were in every way eligible, and by the

substitution of negroes and carpet-baggers who had been defeated, for

no other purpose tluit the people of Georgia can see except to enable
the legislature thus created to rob and plunder the State, and to pass
laws, nearly always procured by open bribery and corrui)tion, whereby
Georgia, from being the richest and freest from taxation of all the

Southern States, is reduced to the very verge of bankruptcy. Of course
that ])eople do not feel kindly toward a President or a party by whom
they liave been thus treated.

Wlien Judge A. P. Wright, of Pome, who had struggled to preserve
the Union as long as there was a hope lelt, was being examined by the
committee relative to these military arrests by General Terry, he said:

Question. Was General TeiTy pretending, under any authority given him by the Pi'es-

idcnt of the United States, to be authorized to arrest persons in Georgia, without giv-

ing any cause for it, but for anything ho pleased, aa tlie military commander of that
district ?

Ansivcr. I did not so undei'stand it. I have reason to know that tliere was no process

of the court tbat could not liave been executed in the ciise witiiout the least dilliculty.

I am sure tliat the sheriff could have sumnionc^l a dozen good and true men to execute
process iu his han<ls if iinybody hadrcisisted. 1 i'eel t lie responsibility of what I am swear-
ing to, and I say that at the time I looked upon it asa most unmitigated actof military

power, without any pretext or adequate excuse. I felt so ; I may have been mistaken
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but it was my honest feeling, and it is so yet. I do not think any justification can
be made for it.

Quc'iiion. Do you know that on the 4th of January, 1870, an order was issued from
Washington, in the following words :

"[General Orders No. l.J

"Headquarters of the Army,
"Adjutajst General's Office,

" Washingion, January 4, 1870.

"By direction of the President of the United States, so much of General Orders No.
103, dated headquarters third military district, (department of Georgia, Florida, and
Alabama,) Atlanta, Georgia, July 22, 1SG8; and so much of General Orders No. 55,
dated headquarters of the Army, Adjutant General's Office, Wasliingtou, July 28, 1868,
as refers to the State of Georgia, is hereby countermanded. Brevet Major General
Terry will, until further orders, exercise within that State the powers of the com-
mander of a military district, as provided by the act of March 2, 1867, and the acts
supplementary thereto, under his assignment by General Orders No. 83, dated head-
quarters of the Army, Adjutant General's Office, 'Washington, December 24, 1869.
"By order of General Sherman:

"E. D. TOWNSEND,
'^Adjutant General."

On the 2d of January, 1870, General Terry sent the following telegram to General
Sherman

:

"ITelegram.]

"Atlanta, Georglv, Januartj 2, 1870.
"General W. T. Sherman,

''Commanding Armies of the United States:

"I have assumed command of Georgia as a district. Since my last telegram I have
become convinced that my assigumeut as a district commander was necessarj-, and I
think I should be clothed with the powers given by the reconstruction acts. 1 would
suggest that the orders i>ropo8ed in my report of August 14 be issued. I think that the
knowledge that I have those powers would go far to obviate the necessity for their use

"A. H. TEERY,
^'Brevet Major General."

On the 12th of January, 1870, General Sherman telegraphed to General Terry as
follows

:

" [Telegram.]

" Headquarters of the Army,
^'Washington, January 12, 1870.

" General A. H. Terry, Commanding Dcjyariment of the South, Atlanta, Georgia

:

" I answej ed your disi^atch this day, and am assured it was sent. I will sustain you
in the exercise of any authority that will maintain substantial good order until the
State of Georgia is recognized by the Executive and by Congress. Even then some
lawful means will be found whereby we can defend our own friends from the Ku-Klux
or band of assassins. I think the use of our soldiers should be limited to maiutainino-
the peace, while you, personally, are vested with executive authority over governor
and legislature till the State is fully admitted. You, on the spot, must be the judo-e of
how far it is politic or wise to interfere with the comxionent parts of the legislature-
elect, or with their prox^osed legislation.

" W. T. SHERMAN, General."

Now, I want to ask whether or not you consider that the attempt of the President
or his general, to make a military commander and his soldiers superior it) the laws aud
the constitution of Georgia, and all your courts, was in itself a gross violation of every
principle of constitutional law, and the arrest of that man under it was also a violation
of law ?

Ansiver. Well, I have just stated that I felt as indignant as a man Avell could feel at
that action of the Government, because I thought it vv-as not only a usurpation of
power, but it was unjust ; and to tell the truth, I viewed it as tho'last extremest act
of despotism. I know of nothing that could more vitally affect the citizen than to
permit the military to arrest him without giving him reasons for that arrest. If there
is anything worse, it has not occurred to my mind. Therefore I felt mortified, hurt,
chagrined, indignant, as much as any man could. I will tell the whole truth. I have
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iintbinsi; to conceal. Wbeu I beard that the Ku-Klux had released the man—Judge
Kirby is luy personal friend, related to me by nuuriage—wbeu I beard tbafc the Ku-
Klnx bad released tbe man, I said that I rejoiced that Judge Kirloy bad received no
]iivsonal injury, but I did uot see how it was possible for me to condemn the act, for I

knew no other way of wresting a citizen from the hands of power. I said that in the

honest impulse of iny heart ; it may have been improper for me to have said it, proba-

bly it was in our peculiar condition ; but surely before the war it w-ould not have been

improper to have said it.

Qticsiion. Were your courts open at that time ?

Aimwcr. They w'ere ; and if the process- of the law had been resisted at any time I

have never heard of it.

Quesiion. Had any public notice been given in any form. Indicating that any necessity

existed for a departure from the ordinary proceedings in courts of justice to bring men
to trial

?

Avswer. None that ever came under my observation.

Question. There was no public proclamation declaring these counties, or thatparticu-

lar'^county, in a state of insurrection or rebellion, or anything of the sort?

Axswer. N\)ne that I ever heard of or saw.

Question. Was there anything, in fact, in the attitude of that county that authotized

or required any such extraordinary proceedings on the part of either the President or

his military officers I

Answer. Well, I think not.

Question. Do you remember whether during that same time General Terry removed
from his office li man by the name of Wetmore, who was an ordinary, I believe you call

it, a judge of probate ?

Avsu-er. Either judge of probate or ordinary, he is known as either, and he had both

titles. Well, I could not answer that question ; there was so much said about the

arbitrary acts of the military at the time, and so much complaint made of one sort and
another'in other sections of 'the State, that I positively ceased to pay much attention

to it; I just concluded that it was the duty of the people to submit to it, no matter

what it was, that we would have to submit to it. Therefore I could not say what hap-

pened out of my immediate section.

Question. Did or not those illegal acts of usurpation, on the part of the military

power, convince your people that they were outside tbe ordinary pale of the law to a

great extent, as it was administered to other people and in other States, and that they

were the victims of vengeance ?

Answer. Well, sir, I have felt, and I have felt honestly, that the white race at the

South were pretty much without a friend or protector in the world. Whether that

was a jnst sentiment or not, it was an honest one.

General Wright, of Augusta, speaking on that subject, said, on page

270, &c.

:

Question. Have you any idea of the total amount of the State debt and liabilities at

this time ?

Answer. No, sir, and no one else; because, I suppose, they have no check or other

means of information. The law requires that when the bonds of the State are issued

they shall be signed by tlie governor and treasurer, and that the treasurer shall keep

a regular bond-book. ' Up to the administration of Bullock, we knew every bond that

had been issued, when it was issued, where it was issued, and the amount. But, since

the last session of the legislature especially, Bullock has issued these bonds without

any reference to the treasur(;r at all, and the treasurer has no record of them at all.

[t "is said that a number of these bonds have the treasurer's name to them ; (hat Bul-

lock had some of them lithographed in New York, and the name of tbe treasurer put

on them. I do uot know what the State debt is ; but it is thought to Iw about five or

six millions of dollars, since the last session of the legislature, that these bonds have
been issued for.

Question. You mean it has been increased that amount since then V

Answer. Yes, sir. The pros])ectivo indebtedness of the State is immense; I mean by
that, tbe indebtedness wbicb the last legislature has incurred by tbe indorsement of

railroad T)uii(Ls. If these raiir(»a(l Ijonds are called for by these I'ailroads, and are issuinl,

it will increase our indebtedness between thirty and tifty millions of dollars. They
gave to (piite a numbcsr of the railroads the indorsement of the State for from twelve

to fifteen thousand dollars a mile. I believe there are but two of the roads that havo

as yet called upon the governor for the indorsement of bonds, but they are all eutitletl

to them when they organize and go to work.
Quesiion. The legislature that you had after your re-reconstruction was made repub-

lican, was it uot?
Answer. Yes, sir ; it was very decidedly republican in the senate, immensely so ; I

think there were eleven, perhaps twelve, democrats out of forty-four senators.
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Question. How does it stand now, or how did it stand in your last legislature ; was ic

the same senate ?

Answer. No, sir ; the term of one-half of the senators expired, and we elected twenty-
two senators at the last election. The senate, as it will stand upon its organization,

will be from twenty-eight to thirty democrats, and the balance republican. In the
twenty-two senatorial districts wc elected all democrats but three, I believe.

Question. That legislature has not yet met ?

Answer. It was to have met, by law, last January ; but, just before they adjourned,
the last legislature postponed the meeting of the next legislature until next Novem-
ber, in order to give them a year longer in their operations upon the treasury.

Question. So that all the legislation which has taken place up to this time has been
by a reijublican legislature ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; all of it.

Question. Was not its republican strength very considerably increased by the action
of General Terry and Governor Bullock, under pretense of authority given them by
Congress ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; they put in men and turned out men. I was there as a member of
the democratic executive committee, and employed counsel, and assisted in raising
money to employ counsel, to represent those cases that were brought up before General
Terry's commissioners. General Euger, I believe, was the chairman of the board to
examine into the qualifications of the members of the legislature, and a very clever
gentleman he was, too. But it was a very extraordinary spectacle to see a superin-
tendent of railroad transportation presiding over the session of the house of represen-
tatives.

Question. What is his name ?

Avsicer. He is known as " Fatty Harris ;" I believe his initials are A. L. He is known
as " Fatty Harris," but I am not acquainted with him.

• Question. How was that managed ?

Answer. That board made an examination into the qualifications of the members of
the legislature. They would tiu'u out men who they said were disqualified under the
fourteenth amendment. If a mail had been a road commissioner or a notary public
before the war, they would turn him out. A notary public at that time had no authority
in Georgia as a justice of the peace; he was not an oflicer, except to attest papers; to
that extent he was a judicial officer. Wherever they charged a man with holding an
office before the war, they turned him out, and in one case they actually put a man in
the place of a dead man, who had served up to the dissolution of the last senate. A
man by the name of McCutcheon was elected over a man by the name of Henry by a
very large majority. McCutcheon served in the legislature until he took sick and died.

When we went through the last throe of reconstruction under General Terry, Henry
presented himself there and was admitted by the military board to take the seat in
place of McCutcheon, although ho was the defeated candidate.

Question. And he served ?

Answer. Yes, sir, and he is ser\nng yet. The member elected in his district drew the
long term of four years. I have no idea that the democratic senate at the next session
will allow Henry to retain his seat.

Question. If they do not, they will be reconstructed again ?

Answer. I expect we will have to go through with another reconstruction.
Question. How many men who had been defeated in the elections were put in place

of those turned out ? Were the minority men, the defeated men, put in, when the men
who were elected were declared disqualified?
Answa: Yes, sir.

Question. Do you remember about how many ?

Anstver. I cannot give you the number, a considerable number.
Question. As many as sixteen ?

Answer. Probably more, perhaiJS as many as twenty ; it has escaped me now. I did
know the number, but it has passed out of my mind.

Question. By that process the lower house was made republican ?

Answer. The lower house was made decidedly republican.
Question. And the senate was very largely so ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. That is the legislature which has indorsed these railroad bonds ?

Answer. Yes, sir, and given the governor autbority to issue these bonds without the
check of the treasurer or any oue else upon that issue.

Question. Did any of you in Georgia ever find out by what authority of Congress all

that was done ? Was there any acA of Congress that ever authorized Harris to take
his seat, &c. ?

j
Answer. We looked in vain to f^nd that authority. We found it was impossible to

contest and argue the case with General Terry ; he had bayonets at his command.
But we employed counsel and arglied the matter before General Euger. We contested
the authority, but we were jjowerless.
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Question. They still would do it?

Answer. They said they had the authoi'ity, and I presume they thought so.

Question. Was there auy authority except the military orders of the President ? You
saw them, I presume ?

Answer. There was no authority except the orders of the President to General Terry.
Question. They did not even pretend that Congress had given them the authority ?

Answer. I think not.

Question. Was it not regarded by all, republicans and democrats—I mean those who
were lawyers—as just a case of executive usurpation by the President and his military
officers ?

Answer. We considered it a military usurpation, and contested it as far as we could
by argument, but it amounted to nothing.

Question. It was by that sort of usurpation of authority that that legislature was
made up that has passed the laws which are now taxing you to death ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. I believe that a large number of your people are still under disabilities, and
cannot hold office ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the very best i)eople in the State are disqualified from holding
office under the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution.

Question. You have had a great many special cases relieved ?

Answer. A few ; I do not think there have been a great many from that State. Those
that were necessary to hold office under republican administration there have had
their disabilities removed. Outside of that 1 think there are very few who have had
their disabilities removed.

Question. I think Governor Bullock is still resisting all demands of that sort, for in

his letter to us he speaks of the " hyi)ocritical howls for universal amnesty."
Answer. My imiiressiou is this, from a careful consideration of affairs there, if that

ban v/as takt;n from our people there, we would have no cause of comxjlaiut, and there
would be none thei"e.

Question. Have you had serious discontents in the State of Georgia, growing out of
the management of your raikoad affairs?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Give us, as briefly as you can, a statement of that management.
Answer. The people there ieel hopeless in relation to our public debt. The last legis-

lature and Governor Bullock have involved them in such a heavy debt that it will be
imi)Ossible for the people ever to i^ay it. Our taxes have not been materially increased,
and perhaps we are in that respect better off than many of the Southern States; but
we have been involved in debt by the issue of millions of State bonds, which will have
to be paid or repudiated. The State road, which before the war was a source of income,
and indeed paid the ordinary expenses of the State government, has been so managed
that we have lost the entirerevenue of that State road, under the administration of
Governor Bullock. We have not only lost the revenue from it, but, under Blodgett's
administration of it, we have got in debt for more than .§700,000, for about fourteen
months that he had it. The gross earnings of the road were from $120,000 to §135,000
a month. He made two payments into the treasury, one of $25,000 and one of §20,000;
and he has received on au average about !Ji!r25,000 a month of gross earnings. The
State has been run into debt upward of $700,000 in that i^iece of property alone.

Question. Did he do it by improving and repairing it ?

Ansrver. No, sir; according to his own report to the legislature, and the report of
Bullock to the legislature at the last session, the road was represented to bo in a
wretched condition, and that it would take hundreds of thousands of dollars to put it

in good condition again. The road was in good condition when he got it. It was
destroyed during the war, and we incurred a tlebt of over $800,000, for which we issued
bonds, after the close of the war, for the reconstruction and re-equipment of that road.

It was then under the management of Campbell Wallace and Hurlhurt, up to the
time it went into tins hands of Blodgett. When Blodgett got it, it was in good condi-
tion, but he has paid only $45,000 in the treasury, the average gross earnings of the
road being $125,000 a month ; and he has left it $700,000 in debt; and Governor Bul-
lock has asked an appropriation of $500,000 to put it in running condition again. The
peo])le think strange of that nianageuKMit, and are very restless under it.

Question. AJ)out the general expenditures for tho'executivo departments, what do
you know about them V

Answer. They have been enormous, unprecedented.

The official stiitement of Mr. Augier, the treasurer, himself a northern
man and a lepnblicau, which we will set forth in another connection in

this report, makes the robbery of the people of Georgia appear more
flagrant, than either of the above-named witnesses.
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But for tlie wish to avoid comment as much as possible in this part

of our report, we think we coukl show, but will only ask, whether it is

believed that the people of any Northern or Western State would have
tolerated such usurpation and robbery as have been imposed upon Geor-
gia; whether such vampires as her officials have been could have lived

in any of those States; and whether an administration which imposed
and sustained them could have received support from any considerable
portion of the people ?

We might show in detail the same general character of oppression
practiced toward each of the other States, but to avoid repetition, we
may as well just here state the financial condition of each of the South-
ern States, their debts, taxation, expenses, and the general management
of their afitairs as developed before the sub-committee, and j^roved by
the witnesses who were examined on that subject, and we will give in

a few instances at least, as specimens, tbe operations of tbeir registra-

tion and election laws ; The exact state of facts could not be arrived
at in several of the States, because of the unwillingness of the officials

to let the truth be known. In South Carolina, for example, all sorts of

false official reports, concealing the enormous frauds which were being
perpetrated, have been from time to time laid before the country. When
the governor of Florida was called on for information, instead of giving
it-he wrote the following letter

:

Executive Office, Tallahassee, Florida,
November 24, 1871.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant,
calling my attention to a circular of your committee asking a detailed financial history
of Florida since 1863. It would give me gr^at pleasure, personally, to furnish any and
all information upon this or any other subject involving the interests of our beautiful
and thriving State. It would, however, hardly comport with ofiScial propriety and
the deference due from the executive to the constituted representatives of the State at
Washington, for me to furnish information, proi)erly within the scope of their official

duties, unless through them and at their request.
I will refer your letter to Senators Osborn and Gilbert from Florida, now at Wash-

ington, and to them I will leave the honor and responsibility of furnishing the informa-
tion you seek, and thus vindicating the State against the " damaging informiition"
which you say has already been laid before you.

With high resi^ect, I remain, Senator, your obedient servant,

HARRISON REED,
Governor of Florida,

Hon. Jorrs Pool,
United States Senator and CTiairman of Sul- Committee, 4'c.

Governor Bullock, of Georgia, in his response, delivered the commit-
tee a lecture on State-rights, quoting Thomas Jefferson and the fathers
of the Constitution. If we had not been advised that the devil some-
times quoted scripture, we might have supposed the then governor of
Georgia really withheld the statement from patriotic motives. Others
refused to answer altogether, while the responses of the subordinates
were often tinged with the bias of their own minds, so that the different
officials of the same State frequently made statements more or less con-
flicting with each other. All that made the work of the committee
both tedious and troublesome, and compelled them to look to other
sources of information in order to arrive at an approximation to the
truth. We have endeavored to sift the various statements so as to pre-
sent the substance of the facts as to each State separately, and, at the
risk of being tedious, we propose to give the facts and figures, so that
the accuracy of our reijort may be fairly canvassed by Congress and
the country.
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Taking the States in their alphabetical order, Alabama will be first

presented.
There is an apparent discrepancy in the statements of the treasurer

and auditor as to the debt of Alabama in 18G0 and 1870, growing out
of the fact that the auditor's statement embraces liabilities of the State

to its school and other funds at each period, which are not set forth in

the statement of the treasurer.

The exhibit made by the treasurer is as follows

:

State of Ai^abablv, Treasury Department,
Monifjomery, Isovemhcr 10, 1871.

Sir : I submit below answers to the questions contained in circular sent by you to

tMs department, so far as those questions apply to facts known to me, aod substantiate

my answers by the documents herewith forwarded.
In answer to first question, I have to say, that the bonded debt of this State on the

11th January, 1861, was $3,445,000.

(See message of Governor Parsons and address of Governor Patton herewith sub-

mitted.)
The State is and was bound to pay in perpetuity for annual interest on the school

fund the sum of $134,367 80. Interest unpaid during the war, accrued up to and includ-

ing January 1, 1867, was then funded, and new bonds. issued for the sum of $621,000,

which made the total bonded debt on the 1st January, 1867, $4,066,000. I take no
note of the war debt, which was repudiated by act of the convention, 28th September,
1867, amounting to $12,094,731 95. Eeight per cent, bonds sold in 1867-'68, $659,100 ; 8pcr
cent, bonds sold in 1869-'70, $657,700 ; total bonded debt January 1, 1871, $5,382,800.

Cause of increase—sale of bonds to carry on the government.
To the second question, I reply, that the State had no responsibility of that kind;

and this answers question three.

Fourth question is answered in reply to first question, so far as to accrued interest.

The State lost no trust fund by reason of the war, except the diminished value of

North Carolina and Virginia bonds, in which the three per cent, fund was invested
prior to the war.

There is a prospective liability for an indefinite amount growing out of the passage
of an act, approved February 19, 1867, and amended August, 1868, whereby the State

is required to indorse railroad bonds to the amount of $12,000 per mile, which .act

was further amended in March, 1870, so as to increase the indorsement to $16,000
per mile.

The same legislature, in March, 1870, made a loan to the Alabama and Chattanooga
Eailroad Company of $2,000,000 in Alabama 8 jjer cent, bonds, over and above the
indorsement of $16,000 per mile for the entire length of the road, thereby adding to

the direct and collateral liability of the State for this one road the sum of $6,700,000.

In addition to this, the republican governor, W. H. Smith, issued to the road bonds to

the amount of $500,000 above what the road could ever by any ]K)ssibility claim under
the law. For i)roof of this statement, see circular address of Governor Lindsay here-

with submitted.
The said road made default in payment of January and July, 1871, interest, which

the State paid as its owner and creditor, $508,000; and there is almost a certainty that
the State will have to pay the interest falling due January 1, 1872, $268,000 ; making
in all a liability for this one road to .January, 1872, of $7,476,000.

There are eight or ten other roads for which the State, under the law above referred

to, is liable as iudorser, so that it is impossible to state with ap^jroach to accuracy the
total prosi)(!ctive liability of the State.
The legislature of 1867, that enacted the original indorsement law, was mainly con-

Bervative; the legislature of 1868 and 1870, (the same body,) was madi^ up of one dcmo-
cr.aticand thirty-two republican senators, and fifteen democratic and eiglity-fivo repub-
lican representatives.
The average cost of State government for 18.59 and 1860, was $813,000 ;

for 1868, 1869,

1870, was $1,514,000 ; and the incnsaso is partly duo to increase of bonded debt, but and
mainly to ignorant and corrupt legislators.

There were no changes in election laws from 1861 to the surrender, nor from that

time to reconstruction d.ays. But the present election laws are radically diilVrt^nt from
any ever known before in this country, and such as no Northern or Western State is

cursed with. They bear on their fac(!, in their wording, the evidence of fraud and the
intention to secure office and power to the most corrui)t. (See Election Laws, acts of
1868.) The frauds conimitt(Hl under these laws were exposed before the last legisla-

ture in the contested cases of Davis vs. Forester, Bradford vs. Woodward, llilclicock rs.

Bradall. Sec report of committee on elections, which state that all illegal and fraud-
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ulent votes were on the republican side, and that not one illegal deraocratic vote was
l^roven.

1 am unable to say what was county taxation, either in 1860 or now.
Respectfully submitted.

I. F. GRANT,
State Ti-casurer.

By O. R. BLUE,
Chkf Clerk.

Hon. John Pool,
Chairman Sub-Committee.

One of the best-informed citizens of the State furnished us with the
following statement, which we believe to be substantially^ correct

:

The direct bonded indebtedness of Alabama is $5, 442, 30C 00
Her indebtedness on account of the school fund is 2, 795, 995 05
She is further indebted for outstanding certificates, auditor's warrants,
and temporary loan of Lehman, Durr & Co 623, 672 32

The total is 8,761,967 37

To this must be added the amount borrowed by Governor Lindsay to joay

the interest on the Alabama and Chattanooga bonds 545, 000 00

Altogether these items foot up 9, 306, 967 37

The present contingent liabilities of the State consist of bonds to the following
roads, viz

:

Alabama and Chattanooga $7,300,000
East Alabama and Cincinnati 320, 000
Grand Trunk , 320,000
Mobile and Montgomery 2,500, 0(H)

Montgomery and Eufaula 1. 260, 000
Selma and Gulf '480,000

Selma, Marion and Memphis 720, 000
South and North 2,200,000
Savannah and Memphis 320, 000

The total present contingent debt is therefore 15, 420, 000

Of this, the §7,300,000 of Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad bonds has already
virtually become a part of the direct indebtedness of the State, so far as they shall be
recognized as legal and valid claims against the State. Altogether, the present direct

and contingent liabilities of the State, are $24,726,967, 37.

Alarming as these figures are, they do not tell the whole truth. Under the State-aid
law, each of the roads in progress in the State, which had twenty miles done and
accepted by the State on the 1st of November last, is entitled to the State indorsement
of its bonds to the amount of |;16,000 a mile, as each builds five-mile sections ; and as
all these roads will probably be pushed to completion, we must add to the lial)ilities of
the State the amount of these future indorsements. We are unable to give exact
figures, but the following estimate of the amount to which each of these roads will be
entitled is not far from correct

:

South and North, ($22,000 a mile) ^2,200,000
East Alabama and Cincinnati 2. 000, 000
Grand Trunk 4,000,000
Selma and Gulf 1 1, 000, 000
Selma, Marion and Memphis 1, 000, 000
Selma and New Orleans 2, 000, 000
Savannah and Memphis 2, 000, 000

Total 14,200,000

Here, then, we have the liabilities of the State summed up :

Present direct indebtedness . .

.

'. §9, 306, 967 37

Present contingent liabilities 15, 420, 000 00
Future contingent liabilities 14,200,000 00

Altogether 38,926,967 37
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The auditor states that the liability of the State, on the 30th day of

September, 1871, on account of railroad bonds then actually indorsed,

iucluding- the State bonds loaned, amounted in the aggregate to

$15,420,000. He says the total indebtedness of the State, iucluding aJl

liabilities, was, on the 1st day of July, 1801, $5,939,654 87 ; on the

24th day of May, 1865, $6,221,186 45 ; on the — day of July, 1868,

87,904,396 92; on the 1st day of January, 1871, $8,484,010 75; and in

his last report he makes it $8,761,967 37, so that the present indebted-

ness of the State may be stated thus

:

Direct indebtedness $8,761,967 37

Present conditional indebtedness 15, 420, 000 00

Conditional indebtedness provided by law 14, 200, 000 00

Total, say 38, 381,967 37

The report of the present Superintendent of the Census shows the fol-

lowing facts

:

Assessed valnation of property in Alabama, including slaves, in ISGO $432,198,762

Assessed valuation in 1870 156, 770, 387

State taxation in 1860 530,107

State taxation in 1870 1, 477, 414

County taxation in 1860 309,474

County taxation in 1870 1,122,471

The increased taxation, when the value of the property is considered,

will be readily understood by the figures above set forth.

It became notorious that these immense grants to railroads were pro-

cured by improper means, and when the fraudulent conduct of the late

governor in issuing at least half a million of dollars of bonds to the xila-

bama and Chattauooga Eailroad more than it could by possibility be
entitled to under the law came to light, a committee of investigation

was ordered by the legislature, which demonstrated the fact that these

grants had been obtained by open bribery and corruption. We will give

a few quotations from the report and the testimony, illustrating what we
say. The committee state

—

The two millions of State bonds wliicli the law authorized the governor to issue in

aid of said company in sums sufficient to pay olf the cost of having constructed a cer-

tain amount of road in excess of the State indorsement of sixteen thousand dollars per

mile, were issued in bulk, with reckless haste, and were hurried away to the money
marts of Europe.
There has been no record kept by any officer of the State of the number and amount

of the bonds issued or indorsed by the State in favor of the various railroads entitled

by law to the aid of tlie State, excc]it as to the loan of bonds to the Montgoiuery and
Eufaula Eailroad Company, three hundred thousand dollars in amount, and the iu-

dorsement of bonds in favor of the Mobile and Montgomery Railroad Company. This

fact has prevented your connnittee from ascertaining the extent of the liabity of the

State under the laws authorizing the use of her name in aid of railroad companies.

Not even an approximate estimate of the contingent indebtedness of the State can bo
made, because of the sedulous care with which the late administration of the State

veiled its transactions in railroad boiuls ; but enough, however, is known to <;ouvinco

the cojrmiittee that that indebtedness is alarnungly largo, and threatens bankruptcy
and ruin to the State.

The testimony on which the committee have acted has been taken down in writing

as well as it has been possible, under the circumstances, to do, and is submitted in con-

nection with this report. The late treasurer of the State, Irom whom the connnittee

expected to get important information concerning the indorsement of railroad iwnds
under the general law on that subject, claimed, and was allowed, his constitutional

privilege of refusing to testily as to the illegal indorsement of the bonds of any other

company than the Alabama and Chattanooga Railroad, as his testimony would tend to

criminate himself, and thereby the committee wci'o disappointed in getting the desired

information from him.

Hon. E. M. Patton was one of the witnesses. He testified that,
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altliougl) lie bad accepted tlie presidency of the Alabama and Cliatta-

nooga Eailroad, be was ignored because be opposed tbe loan bill. D.
N. Stanton, of Boston, was elected iiresident, and Governor Patton
" was not invited or expected at tbe consultation of the friends of tbe
road." He adds

:

On the 1st January, 1870, there were 128 or 130 miles of the Alabama and Chatta-
nooga Railroad completed, which entitled the comxiany to an indorsement of about
two million and eighty thousand dollars of bonds (§2,080,000,) whereas the company
had then received an indorsement of two million eight hundred thousand dollars worth
of bonds, being an excess or overissue of about seven hundred and twenty thousand
dollars of bonds.

I do not think the stockholders ever paid in any of the capital stock of the company.

Speaking of tbe roads generally, be says :

I think the ability of all the roads in the State to pay their liabilities is overesti-

mated, and that., when completed, they will not then be able to pay their interest and
expenses.

January 28.

Arthur Bingham, being sworn, says

:

I held the office of State treasurer from the 27th July, 1868, to 10th December, 1870.*******
Question by Mr. Bradford : Do you know any fact or circumstance showing, or tend-

ing to show, any fraud or illegality in the issue or indorsement of any bond by the
State of Alabama, in favor of any railroad in this State other than the Alabama and
Chattanooga Railroad Company ?

Which tlie witness declined to answer upon the ground that by so doing he would
criminate himself.

Mt. Holmes's evidence sbows bow tbese bills were passed

:

Testimony of Mr. Holmes.

I was residing in the city of Montgomery at the last session. I do not know Mr
Stanton. I knew presidents of other roads ; they were here at the time. On the last

day of the session of 18G9 and 1870, Mr. Gilmer, president of the North and South road,
came to see me, and asked me to loan him $25,000 for twenty-four to forty-eight hours,
no longer. He told me he wanted to use it at the caj)itol. I did not care to give it to

him at first. He told me it was a favor, and he would give me a check on New York.
I declined doing so, and asked him to go to the banker of the road. His reply was
that he had been there, but that he asked him too much for it. I then advised him to
go to Mr. Farley. He saw Mr. Farley, who declined to furnish him the money. He
insisted on me, and I made the proposition that if Mr. Farley would advance one-half
I would advance the other half. He again went to Farley, who gave him $12,500,
which he showed me on his return to my ofifice. I then advanced him the other $12,.500.

He then left, I do not know where he went to. He came to my office next day, and I

congratulated him on the passage of his bill. His answer was yes, but it cost me ten
thousand more. He abused Mr. Hardy, the chairman of the committee. He said Mr.
Hardy had acted shabbilj- ; that he had agreed to pass the bill for him for $25,000, but
that on the eleventh hour he had gone back on him and made him pay ten thousand
more, making $35,000. He stated that he received the other $10,000 from Mr. Josiah
Morris. Mr. Hardy was a member of the legislature at that time. I am positive that
Mr. Gilmer borrowed the money from me at the last day of the session. I saw Mr.
Gilmer that same night at the capitol.

Jere Haralson, a negro representative, did not fare quite so well. He
was not wortb as mucb as Mr. Hardy, tbe cbairman of the committee,
but still be got a nibble.

Testimony of Jere Haralson.

I was in Montgomery a day or two before Stanton's bill passed the House, and after
it passed the Senate ; was not here while iiending in Senate ; I didn't see Stanton
nor his agents use anything ; I saw a good many members in Stanton's room, at the
Exchange Hotel; I heard his agents tctUcing mth them; I didn't knov/ their names;
there was a young light-haired man acting for Stanton ; he told members present it

Avas an important road; he didn't think it would be embarrassed; I heard many
rumors about improper means ; I heard Caraway say there was money in it ; he
wouldn't vote for Stanton's bill without he was paid $500 ; Caraway was a member
from Mobile ; Stanton had about four rooms at the Exchange Hotel, and had about all
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the legislature down there ; Bon. Johnson, a member from Dallas County, and I went
down to the Exchange : Carlyle pnt signs to me ; I couldn't uiulerstand, and didn't
get anything myself; lie would carry members out of the room, one at a time, down u
gangway, and stay a little, and the member would go oil"; he would return; I went
and saw Ben. Johnson; he told me there was not money in it; I went down next
evening; he (Stanton's agent) told me he would loan me $50; I told him I was a
member from Bullock ; he said he knew me, that I was a democrat ; I told him I had
quit that party ; he handed me the money and I took it ; I was hero opposing the bill,

and had the resolutious from the Dallas meeting opposing Stanton's bill, and told the
Dallas members if they voted l\>r it they couldn't get back again ; I heard Joe Draun,
a member from Dallas, say he expected to get money to Aote for the bill ; I didn't see

any one get any money, and don't know of auy one getting any money but the §50
above, which he oliered to mo as a loau, and which 1 took and went homo.

The registration and election law of Alabama enacted by the repub-
lican State government for the purpose of securing complete control ot

elections expressly provides, as per abstract below.

—

That all persons are strictly prohibited from challenging voters on
heavy penalties of line and imprisonment. Under this law there are
no restrictions on repeated voting. A child ten years old could be
brought up and voted without challenge, and a negro or ignorant white
man could vote under as many different names as he chose to assume.
The law gave into the hands of the republican party all the Judges, su-

perintendents, and oflicers of election, together with the books of regis-

tration and ballot-boxes. There was not a single check or supervision

allowed or provided for. They held and controlled the entire machinery,
scarcel}^ a single democrat being i^ermitted to act as an officer of

election.

In many cases the officers superintending and controlling the election

were candidates for office at said election.

Copy of section 34 of an act of the State ofAlabama to regulate elections in that State, (Act
of 1668, p. 276.)

That there shall be no challenging of electors offering to vote at any election here-
after held in this State; and any registered voter ottering to vote at any election in
this State shall be allowed to do so without question, challenge, or objection by auy
person ; and auy person who questions, clialleugcs, or objects, or who nnlawfullj- hin-
ders or delays any person ottering to vote, shall bo guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on
convict iou, shall l)e fined live hundred dollars, and, on failure to pay the same, shall
be imprisoned in the county jail for six moutlis.

Several witnesses examined before the committee (lawyers) spoke of
the effects of that law.

Mr. Sayre said, (page 358:)

Question. "Was there anything on the subject of election laws embraced in this con-
stitution?

Answer. No, sir; the election laws were passed by the legislature of 1S6S. Those
laws rejiealed the old election law, which existed anterior to that time, and, to my
mind, left it in a A-ery singular condition. Under the registration law the books are
kept open all the time, and a man can go into the judge of probate's ollieo at auy time
and register; and there is nobody there to challenge liim and ask him whether lie is a
legal or an illegal voter, or anything of the sort. He takes a certain oath, it is true.
That registry is open on the day of electiou, and it is the duty of the oflicers of elec-

tion to keep it within a certaiu distance of the jxdls, so that anybody can register who
chooses; and under fht^ constnu'tion given to that law, after luwegisters there is no
punishment for illegal votiug. A man may vote forty times, and there is no law iu
the State whereby lie may be pninshed.

Question. No power to challenge his vote?
Answer. No, sir; it is an indictable otFense to challenge a vote iu the State of

Alabama.

General Clanton said, (page 239 :^

Question, Whatever may be the law of Alabama as to the right of a man to challengo
a voter, what is the practical effect of it ! Does anybody dare to challenge a man 1
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Answer. I never have seen one challenged. It is $500 fine and imjjrisonment, I think,
for interfering in the elections, and ayc have negro juries, radical sheriffs, and clerk.s.

I addressed one jury of eleven ignorant negi'oes and one white man. If that jmrty
could get any hold upon a man for violation of the election law, they would certainly
convict him.

Question. The practical operation of the law is, as I understand it, that a man dare
not open his mouth, and the vote goes vmchallenged.

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; it does go unchallenged.
Question. Have you any security at all in your elections from a man voting just as

often as he pleases ?

Ansiccr. No, sir ; it is even held by the best lawyers of our State that if you catch a
man voting four times or more, you cannot convict him. In Mobile thej' stuck fish-

hooks in the coat of every negro that voted, and when he came to another poll with
the fish-hook in his clothes, tliere was a fellow to recognize him and threaten to nab
him. The negro would see that he was known, and expect some puuishment. But
after an examination of the law, it is the opinion of the best lawyers that it was
framed purposely so that you cannot convict.

It must not be forgotten that all this fraud and corruption, and tliis

increase of over $30,000,000 in tLe liabilities of tlie State sinc^ 18G8,

was perpetrated and imposed by a truly loyal governor and legislature,

none of whom were elected by the people of Alabama, but were all im-
posed on the State by Congress, after they and the constitution had
been defeated by the people in strict accordance with the reconstruction
acts. As the military commander certified, as Mr. Stevens on the floor

of Congress declared, and as Congress itself, in February, 1868, on the
ioint motion of Mr. Stevens and Judge Poland at first determined, by
refusing to admit the State, still it was flushed through in June, 1808,
in the omnibus bills, and these creatures of Congress have had full

license to rob and plunder Alabama for three years. Not content with
what they have done the so-called senate of Alabama, in which there
is but one man who is not an avowed radical, in defiance even of the
constitution, which limits the terms of senators to four years, have by
their own edict continued their term of ofiice two years longer, and are
now in power, determined to remain ; doubtless their right is as good
for the next two as it has been for the last four. They are and have
been the mere creatures and tools of Congress, and will doubtless be
protected by their masters here as long as they obey orders and only
rob democrats and rebels.

ARKANSAS.

Arkansas was comparatively free from debt up to the time of her
reconstruction in 1868 ; her only d-ebt, direct or indirect, grew out of her
indebtedness or liability for the State Bank and Eeal Estate Bank,
two banking institutions chartered by the legislature of the State in
1836-37. For the bonds issued to the' State Bank the State was liable

directly as principal ; for those issued to the Eeal Estate Bank she
was liable as surety or indorser.

The total principal of the State bank debt was $441,000. Interest on
this from the 1st of July, 1841, gives the State's liability for this bank-
in 1861, 1865, and 1868.

The total principal and interest in July, 1868, being $1, 149, 270 00
Liability for the Real Estate Bank, July 1, 1868, after deducting good

assets on hand, was 1,815,981 19

2,965,251 19

See report of Auditor Berry, of November, 1868, made to Governor
Clayton, page 4. The same report shows that the State was secured for

its liability on account of the Eeal Estate Bank by mortgages on lands,

21 K K
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appraised by commissioners at $3,380,762 78. Two highly intelligent

witnesses, Thos. C. Peak and John Kirkwood, in their sworn state-

ment, lurnished to the committee, saj"

:

" Suits had been instituted by the State for the foreclosure of these
mortgages, and were in a fair way for speedy determination, when the
funding bill was passed, which, in the opinion of our best lawyers, in-

validates or releases the State's lien upon the mortgaged lands."

Henry Page, the State treasurer, states the debt of Arkansas on the
1st day of January, 1870, thus

:

Bonded and funded debt '

$5, 051, 265 62
Floating debt 190.000 00
Bonds issued to railroads 2, 7G0, 000 00

7,991,265 62

He states it on the 14th of November, 1871, thus :

Total indebtedness, January 1, 1871 p, 991, 265 62
Railroad bonds issued since January 1, 1871 1, 150, 000 00

Due for money borrowed to pay Interest on debt 120, 000 00

Levee bonds, issued under act of March 23, 1871 2, 262, 694 92

Total 11,523,960 54

Governor O. A. Hadley, in his reply to the committee, dated Decem-
ber 4, 1871, says

:

The railroad companies having received the award of aid, in pursuance of said act,

to aid in the construction of railroads, are

—

Memphis and Little Rock, 120 miles, $10,000 per mile $1 , 200, 000

Little Rock and Fort Smith, 150 miles, ,|10,000 i)er mile 1, 500, 000

Little Rock, Pine Bluff, &c., 100 miles, $15,000 per mile 2, 400, 000

Mississippi, Ouachita, &c., 170 miles, $15,000 per mile ; 2, 550, 000

Arkansas Central, &c., 150 miles, $15,000 per mile 2,250,000
100 miles, $15,000 per mile 1,500,000

850 miles. 11, 400, 000

The papers and documents have been filed, as required by section 5, and bonds have
been issued, in compliance with section 6 of said act, as follows :

Mempliis and Little Rock, 120 miles $1,200,000
Little Rock and Fort Smith, 90 miles 900, 000

Little Rock and Pine Bluff, &c., 80 miles 1, 200, 000

Mississippi, Ouachita, &c., 40 miles ' 601,000
Arkansas Central, &c., 30 miles. 450,000

Total bonds issued --^ 4,350,000

According to tlie evidence before the committee, the i)resent debt and
.liabilities of the State of Arkansas may be stated thus

:

Bonded .and funded debt $5,051,265 62

Floating debt 190,000 00

Due for interest 120,000^00
Amounts awarded to railroads 11, 40U, OOO'OO

Lcvco bonds 3,000,000 00

19,761,265 62

According to the sworn statements of Messrs. Pealc & Kirlcwood,

above referred to, there is a discrepancy between the statements of the

treasurer and the auditor of $350,000 in the amount of the funded debt,

the treasurer making it $2,050,000, and the auditor $3,000,000. Our
statement above is based on the treasurer's statement. If the auditor is

correct, the present debt and liabihty of Arkansas is over $20,000,000,
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and we have very little doubt of tlie truth of the statement of the auditor.
The present auditor, assuming that the funding bill lately passed is right,

and that all the sums embraced in it, including the whole amount of the
"Holford bonds," were just debts,which is evidentlv not the fact, makes
the debt of the State in 1861 \ 64,036,952 87
Debt in 1865 , 4,527,879 87
Debt in 1868 4.820,630 87
Debt in 1871 5^361,265 62

The real debt in 1861 and 1865 are evidently overstated, as we will

show presently.

The census report shows that in 1860 the assessed value
of taxable property in Arkansas amounted to $180, 211, 330

In 1870 it amounted to 44, 168, 843
In 1860 the State taxation was 241, 633
In 1870 it was. 950, 894
In 1860 the county taxation was 285, 773
In 1870 the county taxation was 1, 738, 760

We do not see how we can better present the true condition of aifairs

in Arkansas than by incorporating into this report the statements of

Thomas C. Peak, esq., and Dr. John Kirkwood, which were sent to the
sub-committee, at the request of one of the members of it, because up
to that time the State officials had failed to furnish the desired inform-
ation.

The State of Arkansas, to tcit

:

Ansivers to interrogatories propounded ly the siih-committee of three of the "joint select conv-

mittee of Congress to inquire into the condition of the late insurrectionary States," as fol-
lows, to icit :

Question 1. What was the actual iudebtedness of the State (of Arkansas) in July,
1861 ; what at the date of surrender, July, 18G5 ; what at the inauguration of the
present State government, July, 1868; what on the 1st January, 1871 ?

Answer. The actual indebtedness of the State of Arkansas at the times specified was
as follows : July, 1861, $965,200 ; July, 1865, $1,070,640; July, 1868,^1,149,270 ; January,
1871, $7,991,265. Prior to the rebelliou and prior to the inauguration of the ])resent

State government, (1868,) organized under the provisions of the reconstruction acts of
Congress, the only indebtedness of the State of Arkansas, of any kind, character, or
description, for which the State was liable or responsible, either directly as principal
or indirectly as surety or iudorser, or otherwise, was that growing out of the indebtedness
or liabilities of the State Bank and Real Estate Bank two banking institutious char-
tered by the legislature of the State in 1836-37. For the bonds issued to the State
Bank, the State was liable and responsible directly as principal. For the bonds issued
by the Real Estate Bank, the State was responsible or liable only indirectly as surety
or indorser. The following statement of the condition of the iudebtedness or liabil-

ities of the State on account of bonds issued to the State Bank is taken from the
official report of Hon. J. R. Berry, auditor of the State, made to Governor Clay-
ton in iXovember, 1868, on page 5 of said report, a printed copy of which is hereto
appended in pamphlet form, marked Exhibit A.

STATEMENT,

Liability on bonds issued by the State to the State Bank, viz :

Number outstanding, 441, viz, 25 five per cent, bonds $25. 000 DO
416 six per cent, bonds 416,000 00

Total principal 441,000 00

No interest has been paid ui)on the bonds since the 1st of July, 1841.

The interest added to said principal gives the amount of the State's liability on
account of said debt at the several dates above specified, viz, 1861-'65-'68.
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The iudobteduess of the State, as above stated, on the 1st of Jamiary, 1871, is taken
from the statement of Hon. Henry Page, State treasurer, in his manuscript report
hereto attached, marlced Exhibit B, estimated at $7,991,265 G2, made up of the folio w-
iug item, viz :

Bonded debt .- $2,401,265 62
Funded debt 2,650,000 00
Floating debt 190,000 00
Eailroad aid bonds 2,750,000 00

Total 7,991,265 62

There is a very considerable discrepancy in amount of the " funded debt" on the
1st of January, 1871, as stated by the treasurer in his said manuscript report B, hereto
attached, and the amount on the 1st day of October, 1870, (three months anterior,) as

stated by the auditor (Hon. J. E. Berry) in statement P of his oflicial report, made to

the governor October, 1870, at page 177, in pamphlet of reports of State officers to

the legislature of Arkansas for the session of 1871, a copy of which is herewith trans-

mitted. The auditor in said report states IJiat " the number of bonds issued under
sections 4 and 5 of an act of the general assembly, entitled 'An act to provide for the
funding of the public debt,' approved April 6, 1869, before October 1, 1870, amounted
to $3,000,000." As the auditor, in that statement, gives in detail tlio number of bonds
issued seriatim, date of registration, &c., it is to be presumed that his statement is

correct, and that consequently the treasurer's later statement is incorrect. Such being
the case, the real amount of the State's indebtedness on the 1st of January, 1871,

should be stated as at least $350,000 greater than the amount estimated by the treas-

urer in his aforesaid manuscri])t report.

Question 2. For what amount was the State responsible, collaterally, as indorser, or

otherwise, in 1861 ?

Answer. A statement of the condition of the liabilities and assets of the Eeal Estate
Bank will be a full and complete answer to this question. There is no official inform-

ation within our reach that will enable us to give the exact sum of the net liabilities

of the said Eeal Estate Bank on the 1st of January, 1861 ; but the amount may be ap-

proximately estimated (in round numbers) at $1,500,000, from the following statement
of the condition of the liabilities and assets of said bank on the 1st of January, 1868,

made by Mr. Auditor Berry, in his aforesaid report of November, 1868, made to Gov-
ernor Clayton, at page 4, Exhibit A, hereto annexed, viz :

STATEMENT.

Number of bonds issued by the State to the Eeal Estate Bank, not including

the hyj)othecated bonds 1, 530

Deduct number redeemed 644

Total outstanding and unredeemed 886

Principal of said 886 bonds $886,000 00

Balance of interest due on same to January 1, 1868 1, 129, 570 00

Principal of amount received upon the 500 bonds hypothecated to the
North American Trust and Banking Company 121, 336 59

Interest thereon li'om September 7, 1840, to January 1, 1868 .. 198, 850 51

Total principal and interest January 1, 1868 2, 335, 757 10

From this sum deduct " good assets " on hand 519, 775 91

Total amount of liabilities over assets January 1, 1868 1, 815, 981 19

NOTK.—The security to the State for this liability consisted of mortgages executed
by the stockholders to the bank ujjou lands appraised by the commissioners at

$3,380,762 78. (See same report of auditor.)

Suits had been instituted by the State for the foreclosure of those mortgages, and were
in a fair v/ay for speedy determination, when the "funding bill" was passed, which,

in the opinion of our best lawyers, invalidates or releases the State's lien upon the mort-

gaged lands.

Question 3. For what was the State prospectively liable in 1861, conthifjent upon the

performance of conditions by corporations or others, or for the completion of works
begun or ordered ?

Answer. Nothing.
Qticstion 4. What part of the increase of the indebtedness since 1865 arose from the
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collateral responsibility of 1861, as intlorser or otherwise; what from contingent or
])rospective liability of 1861; Avbat from accrued interest uni^aid upon the old debt

;

what from the necessities created by the loss, diu-ing the rebellion, of public funds
dedicated to specific purposes, and of which the State, or its authorized agents, had
the management ?

Answer. First. That part of the increase of the State's indebtedness since 1865, which
arose from " collateral responsibility " of 1861, is the amount of the indebtedness or
liabilities of the Real Estate Bank, estimated on the 1st of January, 1870, at .$1,922,-

301 19, which was assumed by the State, and ordered to be funded by act of the gen-
eral assembly, approved April 6, 1869.

Second. No increase from " contingent " or " prospective" liability of 1861.

Third. The increase of the indebtedness since 1865, from or on account of accrued
interest unpaid on the old debt, consists only of the accrued interest impaid on the
principal of the State Bank debt, which, from January, 1865, to January, 1871, amounts
to $157,260.
Fourth. No increase from loss during the rebellion.

Recapitulation of anstvers to question 4.

1. Increase from collateral responsibility, 1861 $1, 922, 301 19
2. Increase from contingent resfiousibility, 1861
3. Increase from accrued unpaid interest, old debt 1.57, 260 00
4. Increase from losses during the rebellion

Question 5. Give the items separately which make up the increase, with a reference
to the laws authorizing the same ; and state what number of those voting for the laws
belonged, respectively, to each of the two leading political parties in the legislature.

Give, also, the main reasons which were supx:)osed to render necessary the i^assage of
the laws.

Ansiver. From answers to the foregoing questions it will be seen that the actual or
direct indebtedness of the State on the 1st day of July, 1865, amounted to only
$1,070,640 ; and that, according to the ofBcial statement of the State treasurer, hereto
annexed, marked Exhibit B, the indebtedness of the State on the 1st of January, 1871,
amounted to ,$7,991,265 62, showing an increase from July, 1865, to January, 1871, to
the amount of $6,920,625 62.

The following is a statement of some of the items which in part make up this in-

crease, with a reference to the laws authorizing the same, and the political status of
those voting for the laws :

First.' The sum of $3,983,665 62, by reason of the State assuming the absolute respon-
sibility for, and authorizing the issuance of its bonds for that amount, on account of
assumed or alleged liabilities of the Real Estate Bank.
The law authorizing this transaction is known as the " funding act," passed by the

legislature of 1868-69, and aj)proved 6th April, 1869, an ofticial copy of which act isl

incorporated in official pami)hlet of debates on the funding bill, at pages 3, 4, 5, and 6,

a copy of which is herev/ith transmited, marked Exhibit C.

By the provisions of this act the State authorities were authorized to issue new bonds
of the State, to the amount and in lieu of all the outstanding bonds issued to the said
Real Estate Bank, with accrued interest thereon. Of the bonds originally issued to
the said Real Estate Bank, there were 500 for $1,000 each, numbered from 1 to 500
inclusive, lettered " C," issued at different times, from the 26th August, 1836, to 24th
February, 1838, bearing six per cent, interest. Concerning these said 500 bonds, the
Hon. J. R. Berry, then as now auditor of the State, to wit, on the day of Novem-
ber, 1868, in his official report to Powell Clayton, governor of the State, hereinbefore
alluded to and herewith transmitted in pamphlet, marked Exhibit A, made the fol-

lowing remarks

:

"The bonds last described [said 500 bonds] were hypothecated to the North Ameri-
can Trust and Banking Company, on the 7th day of September, 1840, for a loan of
$121,336 59, then obtained upon them by the commissioner, and Avere afterward trans-
ferred or sold by this bank (North American Trust and Banking Company) to Holford
«fc Co., bankers, of London, in violation of their agreement with the commissioner.
The Real Estate Bank does not recognize any demand ar/ainst her on account of these
bonds, except for the amount actually received upon them by the commissioner, and
interest thereon from the 7th day of September, 1 840."

The question as to whether the Real Estate Bank or its surety, the State, was legally
responsible for the j)ayment of said bonds, or that either w^as liable or responsible to
the North American Trust and Banking Company, or their assigns, the Holfords, of
London, for any amount over and above the amount actually received on them, and
for which they were hypothecated, as aforesaid, has been twice decided by the supreme
court of the State in the negative.

First, directly in the case of Whitney vs. Peay, as receiver, &c., (4th Arkansas Re-
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ports;) and secondly, indirectly in the case of Platcnius, administrator, «fec., vs. The
State, (17th Arkansas Reports.)
A full review of these decisions, and a more circumstantial and detailed statement

of the case involved, is embodied in a paper prepared by the Hon. Gordon N. Pcay,
receiver in chancery of said Real Estate Bank, and hereto annexed as exhibit marked
E, and asked to be taken as part of these answers.
The legislature of 1868-69, which iiassed this funding act, was composed, with one

solitary exception, of republican members ; that is to say, members belonging to and
acting with the republican party.

The bill was fully discussed through a period of several weeks, and especially that
feature which authorized the funding of the whole of the said live hundred (Hol-
Jbrd) bonds with accrued interest. There was a minority of the republican members
of the legislature who joined with the solitary democratic member iu opposing and de-
nouncing the gross injustice and monstrous iniquity of the measure ; but it was iiassed

by a decisive majority, and j)romptly approved by Governor Clayton. An otjdcial

stenographic report of the debates on this bill was made and published by authority
in pamphlet form,^ copy of which is herewith transmitted. In part proof of the ex-
istence of a fraudulent and corrupt intent npon the part of those who aided and abet-
ted in the passage of this almost universally execrated funding bill, esx^ecial reference
is here made to the following remarks of Hon. D. J. Smith, a leading republican mem-
ber of the house, iirinted on page C9 of said pamphlet report of debates on said bill.

Said Mv. Smith : "A little more about these Holford bonds, and then I am done with
them. They belong entirely to Englishmen, and not to Americans at all. But the
Holford heirs have an agent in Little Rock. I have tallced with him, and he has told
me what his instructions have been with relation to the Holford bonds. * * * He
says that the Holfords have been willing to take fifty cents on the dollar in the new
bonds, for they look upon their claim as a disputed debt. We proiiose to give them
a hundred cents in the dollar, whether they want it or not."

The "disputed" part of said debt, or Holford claim, with interest thereon calculated
to 1st October, 1870, amounts to the aggregate sum of .$1,032,528 53. It may bo proper
here to remark that the Little Rock Republican, oQicial organ of the republican party
of the State, has, within the x)ast few weeks, publicly charged Mr. Brooks, who Avas

the leading republican member of the legislature of 1868-'69, and late United States col-

lector of the revenue, with having corru])tly received a fee or bribe of |;25,000 for aiding
in the passage of that bill. It is generally believed that Governor (now United States
Senator) Clayton received a large amount of money out of this funding operation. It

is at least suggestive of a fraud, that, while the provisions of this bill require the pro-

cess of receiving and canceling the old bonds and the issuing of new ones in lieu there-

of to be carried on here, at the seat of goverimient, iu the presence and under the

sui^ervision of a special commission appointed for that purpose, as a guard agaiust or

a check to any possible fraud, the whole operation of " funding " was carried on by a
" financial agent " of the State, iu the city of New York, appointed by the gov-
ernor for that iiurpose, without the least authority of law or semblance of justice and
propriety.

It is a notorious fact, and one easily susceptible of proof before any tribunal having
authority to send for persons and examine witnesses, that a large amount of the new
bonds of the State, issued in lieu of the said five luindred Holford bonds and interest,

are owned by sundry persons in this State—an irresistible inference that fraud and
corruption were used iu obtaining them, in view of the fact that the Holford heirs,

who live in England, could have had no other kind of dealings with citizens of

Ai-kansas except those connected with the funding of their claim. Aiaother significant

and suggestive fact is, that some of these Holford bonds are yet outstanding and
unredeemed. But again : assuming that the State was justly and legiilly responsible

for the payment of the whole of said five hundred bonds; and then assuuung that the

residue of the State's indebtedness on acttount of the liabilities of the said real estate

bank is correctly estimated by Mr. Auditor Berry in his aforesaid report to Governor
Clayton, November, 1808; and calculating accrued interest on the whole amount of
liabilities thus ascertaiued, we find the entire debt, indebtedness, or liability of the

State, on account of the entire liabilities of both of said banks, principal and interest,

to be, on 1st October, 1870, $4,250,534 51, to wit

:

On account of State Bank $1,204,912 00

On account of Real Estate Bank, (including Holford bonds, &c.) 3,051,022 51

Now according to the official statements of the auditor and treasurer, in their reg-

ular biennial rei)orts, Oetoljcr, 1870, printed in " Rcjiorts of OfBcers to the General
Assembly, Session 1871," a cojiy of which is herewith transmitted, the condition of the

public debt, funded and bonded, on account of tin; liabilities of said two banks, is

estimated to be, on the Ist October, 1870, as follows, viz

:
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Number of new bonds issued under provisions of the fundinc; act up
to the 1st October, 1870, (see statement P, auditor's report, 1870) |3, 000, 000 00

Number of old bank bonds outstanding and unfunded 1st October,

1870, principal and interest, to wit : 5 per cent. State Bank bonds, 8, 062 50
Letter A, Real Estate Bank bonds 1,311,890 00
Six per cent. State Bank bonds 758, 055 00
Letter C, Real Estate Bank bonds 313,065 00

(See statements 13, 14, 15, and 16, treasurer's report, 1870.)

Total amount of bonds of both of said banks, with accrued interest to

October, 1870, funded and outstanding, and unfunded on the 1st Octo-
ber, 1870 5,391,072 50

Showing an excess of $1, 134, 537 99 over and above the true and actual amount of the
total indebtedness of said two banks ; that is to say, the government has funded and
recognized as fundable, on account of the alleged liabilities of the State and Real Es-
tate Banks, an amount of ^1,134,537 99 in excess of the actual indebtedness or lia-

bilities of said two banks according to the offlcial statements of the two principal
financial officers of the State—the auditor and treasurer.

Add to this amount the "disputed" part of the Holford bonds, with interest calcu-
lated to October 1, 1870, and we have an aggregate of $;2,167,066 12 unjustly, fraudu-
lently, and corruptly funded and tacked on to the public debt of the State, under the
operations of the funding act, manipulated and controlled by Governor Clayton and
other officials of the State—all belonging, of course, to the republican party.

Third. The next item that goes to make up the increase of the public debt since
1865 is the " floating debt," estimated by the State treasurer in his nuxnuscript report,
hereto appended, as Exhibit B, on the 1st of January, 1871, at $190,000. This floating

debt was created by the issuance of auditor's warrants and treasurer's certiticates for

current expenses of the government, over and above the receipts of the treasury. Or,
in other words, that amount represents the excess of expenditures over receipts from
taxation, and may be put down to the account of willful and reckless extravagance
generally, inasmuch as the revenues derived from taxation are amply sufficient to
carry on the government on anything like reasonably frugal and economical principles.

Fourth. The next item of increase in the public indebtedness is the amount of

$2,750,000 of bonds issued by the State to railroad corpprations, for the nominal purpose
of aiding in the construction of railroads. The law authorizing the issuance of these
bonds was passed by the legislature of 1868-69, composed, as before said, with one
solitary exception, of republican members. The law was intended, and specifically

provided, that these bonds should be given and used for the sole and exclusive purpose
of aiding in the purchase of iron rails, at the rates of $10,000, and in some instances
of $15,000, per mile, and not to be awarded until the beneficiaries had prepared their

road-beds for the reception of the rails. But this wise and discreet provision of the
law has been grossly violated in almost every instance in which the State-aid bonds
have been issued. For instance, bonds were issued to the Memphis and Little Rock
Raih'oad Company, at the rates of $10,000 per mile for the entire length of their road,
at a time when two-thirds of their road had long since been constructed and equipped,
and the remaining third nearly comxfleted. In that case the bonds certainly did not
aid in the construction of a road, for it was already built, and the spirit as well as the
letter of the law was grossly violated and perverted. But it is said, and generally be-
lieved, that that corporation bought this aid by a heavj^ bonus paid to the officials of
the State who had the bestowal of it. And again, in the award of these bonds to the
Mississippi, Ouachita, and Red River, and the Little Rock, Pine Bluff, and New Or-
leans Railroad Companies, managed by certain State officials and influential republican
politicians, bonds to the amount of $900,000, according to the report of Treasurer Page
hereto annexed, were issued to those two companies before the 1st January, 1871, being
a sufficient sum, according to the plain intent and meaning of the law, to aid in the
purchase of irou rails for ninety miles, whereas it is a notorious fact that both of those
companies combined have not built as much as twenty miles of road, while the money
derived fiom the sale of those bonds has been applied to private and partisan \n\r-

poses. It is notorious among intelligent men in this State that these State-aid railroad
bonds have been and are now being most shamefully and corruptly squandered to the
neglect of meritorious companies that might have used them to the benefit of them-
selves and in promoting the general prosperity. A thorough investigation into these
abuses and perversions of the public funds, by competent authority to ferret out the
facts, would reveal a mass of corruption revolting in the extreme. It has been fre-

quently charged in the newspapers of the State that the present and late governors
and other State officials, together with their *' ring" associates, have levied enormous
black-mail from the Little Rock and Memx^his, and the Cairo and Fulton, and Little

Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Companies, in consideration of the State-aid bonds
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awarded to those companies ; and it is believed that a faithful judicial inquiry into
the facts of the case would confirm the trutli of these charges.

Question 6. State whether any public funds dedicated to specific purposes, and of
which the State or its agents had the management, were lost during the rebellion, and
how lost ; whether the State is bound for it, &c.

Ansiver. There were no such lands lost divriug the rebellion. At the breaking out
of the war there were certain funds in the treasury set aside for the special purpose of
internal improvement to aid in the construction of levees, »fcc., amounting in all on the
1st January, 1861, according to the statement of the treasurer hereto annexed, to the
sum of .$96,018 01), which were, during the rebellion, transferred to the general fund and
used for the purpose of carrying on the government, and applied principally to the
charitable and benevolent purpose of providing clothing and medicines for the desti-

tnte poor of the State.

Question 7. Have there been any considerable losses sustained by the State from
defalcation, fraud, or mismanagement of public moneys or bonds of the State since
1865? How, when, and under whose responsibility were such losses sustained? Doea
the culpability rest on members of only one political party, or otherwise?

Answer. A full and complete answer to these questions would fill volumes. It would
involve almost the entire history of the present administration, and of the republican
party iu this State, from the day they went into power, under the provisions of tho
reconstruction acts of Congress, iu July, 18G8, to the present moment, as well in respect
to the administration of the State government as of counties and towus of which they
have had the entire and exclusive control. So multitudinous have been the wrongs,
frauds, and mismanagements of public moneys by this party in State, county, and
municipal governments, that to specify them iu detail would be a work too hurculean
for this present uudertaking; their name is legion, scarcely a solitary official of the
government, from governor down to the lowest township officer, being free from well-
grounded charges of frauds, robljeries, or peculations of some kind.
The biggest steals, however, and those that entail the most serious burdens ui^on the

people, are those connected with, and likely to grow out of

—

First. The funding of the so-called public debt, by which upward of two millions of
dollars were fraudulently funded, or ordered to be funded, and by which tlic State has
probably lost the ample security it held, in the mortgaged lands of the bank, against
any possibility of loss on account of the liabilities of the Real Estate Bauk.

Second. In the award and distribution of State bonds, to aid in tho construction of
railroads, by which tho State will ultimately lose, and the people have to pay, a debt
of till milVwns of dollars, with accumulating interest thereon, without the benefit of
having added one hundred miles of railroad to the State. The law authorizing the
grant of State bonds to railroad companies authorizes the issuance ofbonds to the extent
of $10,000,000, and was passed by the legislature of 1868, composed entirely of rexmb-
licaus. The privilege of awarding and issuing these bonds is confined exclusively to
certain officials of the State government, all of whom are republicans, and upon whom
rests all the responsibility for the shamefully corrupt and partisan manner iu which
this aid has lieeu bestowed.

Third. The unconstitutional creation of a State bonded debt of $3,000,000, ostensibly
for the purpose of aiding iu the construction of levees, but iu reality for the purpose of
benclitiug and enrichiug a "ring "of ])lunderers, closely connected with the admin-
istration. The grossly corrupt manner in which this public i^luuder has been parceled
out to the friends and favorites of the administration is a matter of common scandal
iu the State. Within the last few days a republican newspaper of the city of Little
Rock, that makes some professions of honesty, has charged the State commissioner of
public works with having fraudulently issued, in ou(! case alone, certilicatt« for

.|87,000 of th(;se levee l)oii(ls. The paper makiug this charge is the Daily Arkansas
State Journal, of the 1st of December, copy of which is herewith transmitted. As a
proof of the public estinuition of the people of this State, concerning the man-
agement of this fund, it may be remarked that these levee bonds, which are os-

tensibly much better secured, both as to paynieut of interest and principal, than any
other character of bonds issued by tho Stati;, are, nevertheless, (juoted at only ^") cents
on the dollar, and ])0(ir sale at that. So foully tainted arc they with suspicions of fraud
and corruption that honest men dare not touch theui.

Question H. "What was the county taxation of the State in 1860, and what iu 1870?
Answer. Haven't the official data at hand to enable us to give accurately the aiuount

of county taxation for 18()0. lint, referring to the tables of the ceu.sus reports for that
year, we find that, for 1860, the aniouut is there stated to be, iu round numbers, §283,000,
which we I)elieve to he substantially correct. From the ol'licial statement of the amlitor
of the State, hereto annexed, in manuscript report marked Exhibit F, it appears that the
amount of county taxation I'or the year 1870 amounts to (iu round numbers) $1,760,000;
showing an increase of 1870 over 1860 of the sum of $1,477,000.

Question i). What was the average cost of conducting the State government for the
years 1858, 185U, and IbOO; and what for the years 1868, 1869, and 1870?
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Avsu-er. The averat^e cost of conducting the State government in the years 1853,

1859, and 1860 was $200,000 per annum ; the average cost of conducting the State gov-
ernment in the years 1868, 1869, and 1870 was $800,000 per annum.
[Note.—Mr. Auditor Berry, in his statement in manuscript report hereto annexed,

marked F, estimates the expenditures of the State government for the two years end-
ing September 30, 1860, at $408,394 98, which is a correct abstract from the auditoi^'s

printed official report for 1860, and whicli is a fair representation of the average ex-
penditures of the government for the decade preceding 1861.]

But his estimate, in same report, of the expenditures of the present State government
for the two years ending Julj", 1870, at $1,221,763, though, relatively speaking, enor-
mously large, is not a fair representation of the average expenditures of the government
from the date of its inauguration, July, 1868, to the present time. It may be true, as
stated by the auditor, that the amount of only $1,221,763 was actually expended or
drawn from the treasuiy during the said two years ; but the appropriations made by
the legislature at the sessions of 1868, 1869, and 1871, for carrying on the government
for the five years ending July, 1873, would indicate a much larger average annual ex-
penditure than the auditor's statement of the expenditures for the two years from
July, 1868, to July, 1870.

For instance, the auditor in his biennial report, October, 1870, statement L, esti-

mates the amount of appropriations made by the legislature of 1868-'69, for carrying
on the government from July, 1868, to January. 1870, at $2,034,547, while the amounts
drawn on those appropriations from July, 18GH, to October, 1870, a period of two years
and three months, foot up $1,805,137 ; showing an average annual expenditure during
that period of $802,505. (See Appendix A., post, supplemental answer to this question.)
The appropriations made by the legislature of 1871, to supply deficits for 1870, and

for carrying on the government from January, 1871, to January, 1873, are on a much
larger scale ; while appropriations for maintaining several of the most expensive
branches or departments of the government, and those affording the best opportunities
and strongest temptations for abuse of discretionary powers are made unlimited—that
is to say, " sufficient sums" in general terms are appropriated for the purposes indi-

cated. As, for instance, that for maintaining the State penitentiary, a perfect " tub-
mill" of official plunder and robbery; and that for paying the expenses of the "adju-
tant geueriil's otiice, " which may involve the exj)enditure of millions for organizing
and maintaining an active militia force—already being organized and equipped to war
upon an unolfending and helpless j)eople, for the purpose of maintaining the republi-
can party, or the plunderers and despots who represent that party, in power, over the
will of the people.

To give some idea of how this unlimited grant of money and power is being abused,
and how advantage is being taken of this loose kind of legislation to rob and oppress
the i^eople, besides referring to the fact that the militia is being organized and equipped
in a time of profound peace and quietude, we refer to the additional fact stated by the
auditor in a letter hereto appended of date November 21, 1871, addressed to Dr.
John Kirkwoood, marked exhibit G, that "the amount drawn from the treasury for

the support of the penitentiiiry siuce the present superintendent has been in office

—

a period of about eight months—" foots up the enormous sum of $112,845 06."

The enormity of this expenditure, and the unblushing robbery involved, can be easily
imagined when it is known that the auditor in his report of October, 1870, in statement
Y, estimating the probable expenditures of the government for the two years end-
ing July, 1873, estimates the amount necessary to support and maintain the peniteu-
tiarj" at $20,000 iier annum, a reasonable estimate.
But again, many of the approi)riations for specified and limited amounts are likely

to be overdrawn. Some we know have been up to this time. As, for instance, in the
general appropriation bill of the late legislature for carrying on the government for
the years 1871-72 there is appro^jriated for public printing a sum not to exceed $50,000
per annum.

It will be seen, by reference to the letter of Mr. Auditor Berry, addressed to Dr.
John ELirkwood, and above referred to, (hereto apiiended,) that there has been drawn
from the treasury, on account of the public printing, siuce October, lb70, a period of
little over one year, the sum of $131,219 70— considerably over the maximum amount
appropriated for two years.
From these observations some faint idea may be gleaned of the reckless extravagance

of this administration in the hands of men who are strangers to our people, and have
no other interest in the prosperity of the land than what will subserve their own selfish

interests, merest adventurers who have been thrown to the surface and wafted into
power by the fearful deluge of reconstruction.

Question. 10. K there is any considerable increase in such cost give the reasons why
such increase was necessary.

Answer. The only good and valid reason that can be assigned for any necessary in-

crease in the cost of conducting the government siuce 1865 is that for raising addi-
tional revenue to jirovide for the public education of the colored children who were
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before uot entitled by law to the benefits and. privileges of the common schools ; and,
secondly, to provide for the payment of the accruing interest of the public debt.
These items, however, constitute but a small proportion of the increased expenditures
of the government.
But many causes can be assigned for the increased cost of conducting the govern-

ment, the reasonableness and propriety of which are denied bj^ at least a large majority
of the people and tax-payers of this State.

We will cite some of these causes. First. The calling out and maintaining of a large
mUitia force in active service in 1868, which involved an actual expenditure of \ip-

ward of $300,000, besides resulting in damage to and loss of the people's property to
an additional extent of at least half a million of dollars, for which the State will have,
eventually, to pay. The friends and supporters of the administration claim great
credit for the results of this militia campaign in 1868 : claiming that it broke up im-
maginary Ku-Klux organizations and restored peace, quiet, and good order to the State.

But the justice of this claim may be inferred from the fact that this militia, although
marching over nearly the whole extent of the State, fobbing and destroying private
I)roperty, and murdering many citizens against whom no criminal charge had ever
been made, did not arrest one solitary individual who was afterward put upon his

trial before the civil tribunals or courts of justice of the State, although every sheriff,

marshal, constable, justice of the peace, and judge, in the State, at that time, belonged
to the i-epublican party.

Secondly. Another cause for the increased cost of conducting the goverbment may
be attributed to the greatly, but needlessly, increased cost of maintaining the public
institutions of the State ; such, for instauce, as the penitentiary, institutes for the
blind, deaf, and dumb, «Ssc. Under anything like a careful and frugal management of
the penitentiary, that institution might, as in other States, be made a source of revenue
to the State, or, at the Avorst, involve an expenditure of only a few thousands per an-
num. But as at present managed, judging from the expenditures of the past eight
months, ($11<J,845,) it will cost not less than $150,000 per annum, or nearly as much as
the entire expenditures of the State government from April, 1864, to October, 1866.

Thirdly. The greatly increased cost of the public printing, another tub-mill of the
administration " ring," is another fruitful cause for the increased cost of conducting the
State government.

The cost of the public printing under the administration of Governor
, Murphy, (loyal government,) for two and a half years, from April, 1864,

to October, 1806, amounted to oul j^ $1, 077 00
From October, 1858, to October, 1860, the last two years preceding the re-

bellion, the cost of the public printing amounted to 17, 637 92
For the first two years of the present administration it cost upward of.. 115, 000 00
And from October, 1870, to November, 1871 131,219 70

exclusive of an enormous amount charged up to the account of special appropriations,
such as for registrations, elections, public schools, aud for the use of the various offices

of the difi'erent departments of the government, under the convenient item of " con-
tingent expenses."

It may help somewhat to inspire a duo appreciation of the iirivate virtues aud offi-

cial integrity of our rulers to mention incidcutly that the two largest reputed stock-
holders of the Little Rock Eepublioau newspaper office, that docs the public printing,
are the late Governor (now United States Senator) Clayton and Mr. McClure, ijresid-

ing judge of the supreme court.

Fourthly. Another and still more fruitful cause for the increase of the public expen-
ditures may be attributed to the creation of many new and high-salaried officers, and
the increasing of the salaries of all the other State officers. The following list embraces
a few of the new offices that have been created since the inauguration of the present
government, together with the amounts appropriated by the late legislature for their
support for two years, (1871-'72 :)

Names of officers, and amounts approimated for sujyport.

Appropriation.

Two judges supremo court $16, 000
Commissioner public works 10, 000
Commissioner immigration 15. 000
Superintcnident public instruction 12,000
Ten district school superintendents 70,000
Superintendent penitentiary 3, 000

Total ,126,000

In order to present this subject in a still more striking form, and give a more com-
prehensive and intelligible idea of the wonderful progress of radical improvement in

the art of economical government that the rexjublicau party have made in our State
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government since the evil days of reconstruction have dawned upon lis, we present the
following tables, showing the aggregate and average annual cost of conducting the
State government during three several periods.

1. During the last two years preceding the rebellion, 1858 to 1860.

2. During the four years of Governor Murphy's administration, (loyal,) from 1864 to
1808.

.3. During the existence of the present reconstructed government, from July, 1868,
the xieriod of its inauguration.
And also a table showing the comparative cost of maintaining certain offices and

departments of the government during the same pei'iods. Also tables of comparative
rates of taxation in Pulaski County and city of Little Rock for 1860 and 1870.

Table 1. -Comparative statement of the cost of conducting the State government during the

jycriods herein named.

Period.
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Note.—The three iieriods selected in this table are

—

1. The last two years preceding the rebellion.

2. The lirst two years of Governor Murphy's administration, (loyal.)

3. The lirst two years of Governor Clayton's administration, (reconstruction.)

The authorities upon which these statements are made are taken from the auditor's

official reports for 1860, 186G, and 1870.

Table 3.

—

Comparative statement of the rates of taxation for State and county purposes in

Pulaski County, in which the city of Little Rock is situated, for the years 1860 and 1870.

1860.

Total State tax 1t^ mills.

Total county tax 4-iio- mills.

Total State and county tax for 1860 5f^ mills.

1870.

Total State tax Ot^u mills.

Total county tax 31 mills.

Total State and county tax for 1870 40-,% mills.

Difference in the rates of taxation between 1860 and 1870 34-nj mills.

Table 4.

—

Comparative stateinent of the rates of taxation for all purposes in the city of Little

Bock, for the years 1860 and 1870.

1860.

For all purposes, including State and county tax „. 10^ mills.

1870.

For all purposes, including State and county tax 54 mills.

Difference between 1860 and 1870 43-/\y mills.

The data upon which the statements in foregoing tables 3 and 4 are made up, are

taken from from the tax-books on lile in the clerk's office of the county court of Pulaski
County.
Wo have not the means at hand upon which to make up similar tables concerning

the rates of taxation in other counties of the State ; but we know that Pulaski County
presents about a fair representation of the average rates of taxation in all the counties of
the State, as well in 1870 as in 1860.

But not only have the rates of taxation thus increased sevenfold since 1861, but the
assessed value of the taxable ^iroperty of the State has increased almost in the same
proportion, while the real value of at least the landed property of the State (which
constitutes the ])rincipal source of revenue) has decreased in au almost equal inverse

ratio. The special reason for this last-named fact, besides the general reason which
pervades the entire financial policy of the party in power, to grind all the money they
can from the people, is, that the assessors, under existing laws, enacted of course by the
partj^ in powei', are allowed a fixed commission of a certain percentage upon the value
of the property they assess. Under such a law as this, administered by strangers and
adventurers, it is not to be wondcired at that the taxable property of the people is

assessed so often far above its real and marketable value.

The practical workings of this sort of thing, and the terrible increase of the burdens
of taxation by this double-acting system of oppression, may bo faintly imagined by
reading the following exhibit of the amount of taxes levied on a piece of laud in

Pulaski County, about six miles from the city of Little Kock, and which, during the period

embraced, has uudcrgoue no change or improvement at all, and which is taken at
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random from the tax-books of the county, and selected as an illustration, simply be-

cause it is familiar to us, and known to be about a fair average representation, viz :

Taxes levied on said land for 1866 $8 10

Taxes levied on said land for 1H67 18 36
Taxes levied on said laud for 1868 112 82
Taxes levied on said land for 1869 146 48

Taxes levied on said land for 1870 210 60

When it is known, as we know, that the material i^rosperity of the State has under-
gone but a slight if any change for the better since 1866, and that the average price

of land in the State generally is lower now than it was in 1866, the facts set forth in

the foregoing exhibit arc just simply aiipalling.

Question 11. AVhat material changes in the manner of conducting elections were
made from 1861 to the surrender in 1865 ; what from surrender to inauguration of
present government ; what since ?

Answer. No material changes in the manner of conducting elections in this State
were made from 1861 to the date of surrender in 1865, and none from the surrender to

the inauguration of the present (reconstructed) government, and consequently up to

the last-named period, and during the whole of Governor Murphy's administration of
the government organized on the 18th of A]iril, 1864, under the counsel and auspices

of President Lincoln and his administration, all elections were fairly and honorably
conducted, the voice of the qualified electors allowed a full and free expression at the
ballot-box, and correct returns speedily made and published. But very material and
radical changes have been made in conducting elections in this State since the inaugu-
ration of the present government. These changes consist of the introduction of a
system of registration previously unknown to the laws of the State. This registra-

tion law, besides disfranchising numerous " classes " of citizens, in such general, vague,
and comprehensive terms as to put it in the power of registrars, by a convenient in-

terpretation, to exclude almost every citizen who was in the rebel lines during the
war, also imposes odious test-oaths, of such a character as to make it almost impossible
for any southern man to take them without committing perjury. But, again, this regis-

tration law invests the registrars not only with judicial powers, but Avith the discre-

tionary power of rejecting, at will, any apiilicant they may choose to reject, although
the applicant is willing to take all the oaths prescribed by law, thus practically invest-

ing registrars with the despotic and unlimited power of disfranchising citizens and
qualified electors ad libitum ! But bad, extraordinarily bad and odious as the pro-

visions of this registration law are, they are made still more odious and oppressive by
being committed to the execution of bad men and corrupt ftartisaus, whose sole rule

of action has been how best to secure the success of their party. Before the inaugu-
ration of the fjresent government, it was the usual and invariable custom, in this State,

for the government or the party in i^ower to give the minority party a representation
in all boards of judges of election. But the invariable custom of the present govern-
ment and party, in power has been to appoint their own partisans exclusively, not only
on all boards of* registration and judges of election, but every other officer in any man-
ner connected with registration or election.

Question 12. If any changes have been made since the inauguration of the present
government^ (in the manner of conducting elections,) state what causes were supposed
to render them necessary or advisable.
Answer. The only cause known or supposed by us to render necessary or advisable

the aforemeutioued changes in the manner of conducting elections in this State, since

the inauguration of the present government, has been to secure the success of the
radical (republican) party, and perpetuate the reign of that jiower over the wishes of
the well-known conservative majority of the people.

Question 13. If such changes have given rise to unfairness or frauds in elections,

state how, and whether it has been confined to one political party or otherwise.
Answer. These changes in the manner of conducting elections in this State since the

inauguration of the present government, under the auspices of the men and party in

power, have given rise to unfairness, and resulted in wrongs, frauds, outrages, and
oppressions unparalleled in the history of any j)eople of whom we have any knowledge,
and in comparison with which the infamous Tammany frauds of New York are but as

ant-hills to mountains. As to the effects and practical workings of this new system of
registration, and method of conducting elections in this State, introduced by the lead-

ers, managers, and controllers of the republican party since the inauguration of the
present government, we refer to the reports and the accompanying evidence taken by
the house and senate committees in the famous, or rather infamous "Hot Springs"
and " Pulasld district" contested-election cases before the late legislature, (oflicial printed

copies of which are herewith transmitted,) which show up a mass of wrong, fraud, and
corruption revolting in the highest degree to any man possessing the least regard for

good government and the rights of the j)eople. By an investigation of the
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testimony taken in these cases, it will be seen that not only hundreds of qualified
votets were wrongfully and unjustly deprived of their votes, but that ballot-

boxes were stuffed ad nauscum with fictitious names, whose votes were counted to put
usurpers in high and responsible offices. The committees appointed by both the house
and senate of the late legislature, to investigate the charges of fraud in said contested
election cases, were composed of a majority of republican members, the chaij-man of
each, respectively, making the report, being a republican. The unusual spectacle of
republicans thus ventilating the frauds and outrages of their own party, is attributa-
ble only to the fact that at that time the republican party in this State was divided
into two hostile factions, bitterly opposed to each other, and it so happened that the
frauds in one district were perpetrated by one faction, and in the other by the other
faction ; and as the senate happened to be controlled by one of these factions, and the
house by the other, they mutually " blowed " on each other, and the result verified

the trutii of the old saying, " When rogues fall out, honest men get their dues." The
testimony taken in the Hot Springs contested case, and published at length in the re-

port of the committee, shows that in the general elections of 1870, in the election of
members of the general assembly, in the little county of Hot Springs, that ordinarily
cast only four or five hundred votes, there were ^W fraudulent votes, or the votes of that
many fictitious jiersons, cast for the contestees, (republican candidates,) and that about
forty legal voters who were registered, had their names erased from the registration books,
and were refused permission to vote.

" So much fraud," says the chairman of the committee, " is shown by the testimony
before the committee. What more could have been developed by investigation, must
be left for the conjecture of natural sequence flowing from the evidence of fraud, in

the entire management of the election in said county throughout; as the contestors,

and the majority of the committee positively refused to allow any more testimony to
be introduced, or the investigation pushed any further."

That these infamous and outrageous frauds in Hot Springs County were the result
of a willful, deliberate, and premeditated outrage perpetrated upon the rights of the
peojile and the sanctity of the ballot-box, by the officers connected with the registra-

tion of voters and the conducting of the election, under the connivance, if not direct
authority of governor, now United States Senator, Clayton, special reference is made
to the affidavit of Andrew J. Williams, printed on pages 69, 70, 71, 72, of the report of
the house committee before referred to.

The report of the senate committee in relation to election frauds in Pulaski County
exhibits disclosures equally if not more revolting than the frauds in Hot Springs, all

of which were i^erpetrated by members of the republican party, and in which no dem-
ocrat or conservative had the slightest part or complicity.

It only remains for us to say that what was proven by positive testimony to have
been done in Hot Springs and Pulaski Counties, was done to a greater or less extent in
nine-tenths of the election districts of the State in the general elections of 1868 and
1870. All the parties imiilicatcd in the fraud of Hot Spring, including Governor Clay-
ton, were indicted by the grand jury of the United States district court, at the city of
Little Rock, about a year ago, and all of them were discharged on the veriest techni-
calities. Indictments were made in our State courts against registration and election
officers for similar frauds in other counties, as, for instance, in Ouachita County,
and those indictments were nolle prosequied by prosecuting attoi'uey, appointee
of Governor Clayton. To sum up in one comprehensive sentence the amount of
frauds and outrages jiracticed by the Government and the party in power in the
dections of 1870, it is enough to say that the State was nominalhi carried by the re-

publican party by an aggregate majority of about 10,000 votes, while in point of fact
the actual majority of the qualified voters of the democratic conservative party is not
less than 20,000, and may be as much as 30,000. Our estimate of the strength of the
democratic conservative party in this State is based upon our knowledge of the ])eople,

acquired by an active exj)erience of u})ward of fifteen years iu political life in tliis

State, and by the data of the military registration and vote on the constitution of 1868.

GElSn:RAL REMARKS

At the close of the rebellion, in 1865, the peo]de of Arkansas found themselves under
a constitution and form of civil government that had been organized in the State since
the 18tli day of A])ril, 1864. Tliat government was organized under the auspices of
President, Liucolu, and loyal men i)ut} at, its liijad, and intrusted witli the administra-
tion of all its departments. The constitution of 1861 was re])ubliean in form and liberal

in its provisions, modelled after the most lib(^ral and enlightened constitutions of the
old loyal States. It was honestly, faithfully, and iin])artially, frugally and economic-
ally administered in all its departnumts, and on returning to their homes, after the w;ir
was over, even confe(h!rate soldier's, and tiiose who had conmntted themselves to the
fortunes of the rebellion, were j)erfectly willing to live peaceably and quietly under
the protection and patronage of the then existing government. Peace and tranquillity
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reigned, and tlie jieople went to work with a cheerful and hearty good-will to Imild

up their broken fortunes, and contribute to the general prosperity. During the whole
period of Governor Murphy's administration, from April, 1864, to July, 1868, tho
amount of taxation for the support of the State government did not exceed two hun-
dred thousand dollars per annum, and county taxation proportionately low ; so that
the burdens of taxation were light and easily and cheerfully borne by the people. All

elections were fairly conducted, and the result of this, the rapid dying out of all the
prejudices and animosities engendered by the war.
But in 1868 all this bright, beautiful, and hopeful aspect of our social and political

condition was blotted out by the pernicious advent of reconstruction, which has
jiroved a perfect Pandora's box of evils to our oppressed and unhappy people. The
hrst effect of this great evil was to destroy the freedom and fairness of elections and the
sanctity of the ballot-box ; the second, to put a government over the people obnox-
ious to a large majority, and cruelly oppressive to a large minority ; the nest, to i>ut

adventurers and incompetent and corrupt men into all the highest as well as lowest
offices of the government. Then came a Hood of laws, creating new offices, increasing
the salaries of officials, multiplying the cost and expenditures of the government, and
correspondingly increasing the burdeus of taxation. Then carne martial law, militia

campaigns, robbery and murder of the people, and a reign of terror and intimidation,
to make way for the easy perpetration of the most monstrous and unjjaralleled wrongs,
frauds, and outrages, that soon followed in the manner of conducting so-called,

popular elections. During the last year of Governor Murphy's administration, the
average annual expenditures for the cost of conducting the State government did
not much exceed $200, 000. During the last tiscal year of the present administration,
which has just recently closed, the expenditures will foot u^) at least, if not more, than
$•2,000,000. (See Appendix A, post.)

At the end of Governor Murphy's administration, the public debt of the State
scarcely exceeded $1,000,000. At the end of the present administration it will foot up
at least $20,000,000, as foUows :

Funded debt $5,-500,000
Railroad bonds K), 000, 000
Levee bonds 3,000,000
Bonds to raise money to pay interest on funded debt 300, 000
Floating debt 1,200,000

20, 000, 000

Has the condition of the people been benefited by the change ? We answer, No.
How is it possible that any benefit could result from such a change of condition?

Virtual disfranchisement of all political rights and privileges, accomjianied by al-

most intolerable burdeus of taxation, are not calculated to make a people any better or
any happier.

THOS. C. PEAK.
JOHN KIRKWOOD.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of December, A. D. 1871.

[SEAL.]
'

FRANK E. WRIGHT,
Clerk United States Circuit Court, Eastern District Arkansas.

Appendix A.

—

Supplemental answer to question 9 concerning the cost of conducting the

State government for the past fiscal year, viz, from Octoier, 1870, to Octoher, 1871.

The foregoing answers have been kept open for several days, waiting for an answer
to a communication addressed to the State auditor, asking for the aggregate amount
of auditors' warrants drawn on the treasurer for conducting the State government
for the fiscal year ending October 1, 1871.

The auditor refuses to give that information, upon the shallow and baseless plea or
pretext that it would take him and his large corps of clerks three months to give the
desii'ed information. Any one who knows anything about the manner of conducting
official business in a governnient auditor's office, knows very well that, if his books are
properly kept, the information desired could have been given in a few hours, if not in

a few minutes. But the auditor has good reason for withholding this information.
It would make a most damaging showing against the administration, and convict it

of appalling i)rofligacy and extravagance.
And now, as the auditor has refused to give this information, we nmst make it up as

best we can, by approximating the amount from the data of other official information
in our possession. And first : both the auditor and treasui'er, in their regular biennial
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reports, 1870, (herewith transmitted,) certify to the followinpj balances in the State
treasury on the 1st day of October, 1870, and credited to the following funds, to wit

:

General revenue $782,706 37
School fund 58,994 95
Military fund 69,331 HG
Sinkiuu; fund 98, 602 29
Excess'fund 8, 524 99
County tax sales, forfeited lands, &c 14, 903 73
International improvement fund 3, 617 19
Seminary fund 500 91

Total balances in treasury on 1st October, 1870, subject to auditor's
warrants.... 1,037,181 79

It may bo here remarked that these large balances were carried over for the fourth
quarter of 1870, in order to make a more favorable but deceptive showing of the ex-
penditures of the preceding two years, for it is apparent that appropriations for the
third (piarter were kept back, in order to make this favorable showing of large
balances. This fact will be made more apparent in the further elucidation of tliis

subject.

In his statement, (manuscript report hereto appended, marked B,) Mr. Treasurer
Page estimates the floating debt of the State—that is to say, outstanding auditor's
warrants and treasurer's certificates, which there was no money in the treasury to
pay—on the 1st day of January, 1871, at the sum of $190,000. Now the question
arises, What had become of the large balances of upward of a million of dollars that
were in the treasury just three months before, viz, on the 1st of October, 1870?
Expended, of course, to meet " kept back" appropriations and pay current expenses

;

and the $1190,000 floating debt, on the 1st of January, 1871, represents the excess of
auditor's warrants over the amount in the treasury on 1st of October, 1870, and the
revenues received in the fourth quarter of 1870. Add these sums together, as follows:

Balances on hand 1st of October, 1870 $1,037,181 79
Receipts for the fourth quarter, 1870, (based ui)ou receipts for the same

quarter, 1869) 215,000 00
Floating debt, January 1,1871 190,000 00

Making a grand total of 1,442, 181 79

expended to carry on the government for the first three months of the last fiscal

year. To this amount add the probable cost of conducting the government for the
remaining three quarters, based upon the amounts appropriated by the legislature

at the moderately estimated sum of $600,000, and it gives us, as the probable ex-
penditures incurred for conducting the State government for one year, from October,
1870, to October, 1871—
The sura of $2,442,181 79
Deducting for j)0S8ible errors 442, 181 79

And it leaves the amount of 2,000,000 00

as the most reasonable minimum limit of the probable cost of conducting the State
government for the last fiscal year of the present administration.

THOMAS C. PEAK.
JOHN KIRKWOOD.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 5th day of December, A. D. 1871.

[SEAL.] FRANK E.WRIGHT,
Cleric U. S. Circuit Court Easto-n District, Arkaneas.

We do not know that it is necessary to make further proof of the
corrnptioii and fraud practiced in Arkansas by the men Avho, under the
reconstnKjtion acts of Congress, are constituted lier rulers. Yet, as the
gentleiuou Avho made the statement above set forth are not in accord
with the dominant party, brief extracts from the report of th(i repub-
lican senate committee, and from the report of tlie chainnan of the
house committee charged with the duty of investigating tlie frauds
committed in Pulaski and Hot Springs Counties, at the November
election, in 1870, together with extracts from the testimony talcen

before them, may uot be oat of place, showing, as they do, that bribery,
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perjury, fraud, aud corruption, iu their worst forms, are tbe instruuDents
used by these men to accomplish their purposes.
The senate committee says, (see page 18 of their report

:)

# * * • * * * #

Your coniniittee are bound to confess that they do not comprehend the workings of
the enforcement act as administered at the late election. In the First aud Third wards
of the city of Little Rock, the enforcement act and the United States marshals seem
to have been employed in attempting to break up the legal polls after they were
organized; wliile in the townships of Ashley, Badgett, and Campbell, it and the United
States marshals was used to vote a hundi-ed aud seventy-six more votes in said town-
ships than there are votes in them.

" Por ways that are dark
And tricks that are vain
The enforcement act ia pecnliar."

It is barely possible that the enforcement act authorizes the deputy United States
marshals to do what was done by Pugh, in Eastman ; by Withall, in Badgett ; by
Reed, in the Third ward; by White, in Gray; by Perkins, in Campbell; and by
Hodges, in Ashley ; but your committee does not so understand it.

In conclusion, your committee desire to call special attention to the testimony of
Fitch, the registrar, and Mr. Chamberlain. Fitch swears positively that Hodges »]>-

proached him, aud desired him to issue two thousand fraudulent certificates of regis-
tration, aud to allow him (Hodges) to name the judges of election ; for which Hodges
said he would have Fitch elected clerk of the house of representatives, and would
insure the position to be worth $.5,000.

Your conmiittee have patiently pursued their invesiigations, and the report and tes-

timony, as will be seen, is voluminous. More testimony might have been elicited,

tending to show the same criminal acts, but your committee have thought proper to
suspend the work of piling up infamy aud the evidence of it, and submit the result of
their labors to this body for their information and guidance. The heart grows sick,
and our confidence iu the integrity of mankind sickens and grows legs day by day, as
we probe the acts of coiruptiou perpetrated in this county at the late election. The
ambition of Hodges, Green, aud Hartmau, "overleaped itself and fell on the other
side." These three men were candidates for a seat iu the house of representatives, on
the republican ticket, but an All-wise Providence, for some good and to us unknown
reason, has spared the people of the tenth district from being represented by such men.
Our sympathies are with the cause under whose banner these unblushing and bare-
faced frauds were committed ; but we feel that republicanism cannot prosper, nor does
it deserve to prosper, by the use of the means employed in Pulaski County. "The re-

ceiver is as bad as the thief;'' and an indorsement of the acts of these men, in the late
election, would place us in the light of "receivers."
Your conmiittee have no doubt that a cousi^iracy was formed to carry the election

by fraud, and that the men who executed it, in most instances, were mere jjuppets
that were moved by the direction of other men, whose names do not appear in the evi-
dence. If yonr body will take the evidence of Hodges and Hartmau, and note their
answers, aud compare them with the evidence of men of spotless reputations for truth
and veracity, senators will at once see the reason why the moving minds of this great
wrong cannot be ascertained. Whenever men fail to recognize the sanctity of an oath,
it becomes useless on our part to push further inquiries.

One of the leading witnesses, James V. Fitch, deposes as follows

:

lam president of the board of registration in and for said county, (Pulaski,) and made
the registration in and for said county, &C. * « ^ While the board of
review were in session a great pressure was brought to bear on the board to induce them
to increase the registration, by a large number of persons, lu'ominent among.whom
were William S. Oliver, George W. McDiarmid. and others, by bringing men forward
who had already been registered. During the session of the said board oi review, on
Thursday, I was approached by W. S. Oliver, saying that he came from those parties,
who, he gave me to understand, was Brooks, Hodges & Co., saying that they were
pleading for mercy. I told him I had no mercy to give. He then said, " y<m can have
the city ;" I said, " The city is all right." (Little Rock.) He then said, " The ticket
must be elected ;" referring to the Brooks ticket. I said, " The registration would
elect him, if White County did their duty. He said, " They did not think so, and to
make it sure they must have two thousand extra registration certilicates, and the
selection of the judges of election, and if they could get them they would give up the'

city to me, and insure my electi'on as clerk of the House. of Ripresc'ntatives, which
v.oul(l be worth (^5,000) live thousand dollars to me." I replied, 1 was not for sale. A
list of UHUies was handed to me to be placed upon the registration as extra, by W. S.

22 KK
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Oliver, and other lists were sent iu to me by others, through colored men, whose names
I do not now recollect.

The foi (Agoing is only a specimen of tihe evidence, which makes a
pamphlet of 71 jiriuted pages.
Frank M. Thompson, chairman of the committee of election, in his

rei)ort to the house, after setting forth the most stupendous and bare-

faced frauds, such as could only be practiced in a State whose people
were ground down to the dust by oppression, and who knew that no
])rotest of theirs would be listened to, or believed, but would only be
used as another evidence of that rebellious spirit and temper which
caused them to slander their loyal task-masters, uses the following lan-

guage. Being a leading republican i)erhaps he will be believed :

I therefore present this report of the most palpable and scandalous election fraud and
outrage upon the ballot-box of which it has been my misfortune to have ever heard or

read, and in consideration of the length of time the contestants have been waiting for

the action of the committee, in vindication of this house, its honor, and legality of

composition, and iu defense of the ballot-box as the sheet-anchor of our free institu-

tions, I move, &c.

The pamphlet containing the evidence and report to the house in

these cases makes 77 ininted pages. We will give only the testimony of

one witness as a specimen :

And at said time and place* appeared Andrew J. Williams, who, after being duly
sworn, dejioses and says

:

I am a citizen of Hot Spring County, State of Arkansas; was the judge of an elec-

tion held at Eockport, Hot Springs County, State of Arkansas, on the 8th day of No-
vember, A. D. 1870, in Fenter Township. I was ai^pointed judge by Mr. Cotton, presi-

dent of registration of said county. 1 was instructed as judge, as I was tirst judge,
by Mr. Cotton afid others, not to allow any person who did not vote to come within
thirty yards of the window of the room iu which the election was to be held. For the
])ur]>osc of putting iu votes for the purjiose of beating Sumi^ter, I was asked by Mr.
Beldin, candidate for Senator from this district, if I would vote 30 votes from this poll.

I told him no, for they were watching me too close. And Mr. Cotton came up to him
(Belden) and told him that I would rather put iu 150 in Antioch than ten iu here.

Beldeu asked me if I would vote all the names that appeared on the registration-book
and were absent. I told him I would not. He then told me if we do not put in 800

we are beat. He (Beldin) said tliere was no use to have anythiug iu a man's hands
unless he used it. He said he banked his election on registration. I told him, then,
not bank it on judges. I told him that I would not (lo anything only that I was
sworn to do. He tlien said he would have another judge appointed. I told him ho
could do so ; that I would not violate my oath to ])l(iiRe any man. Then Cotton told

him that he was president of the board ; that he would ajjpoint who he phrased. Cot-
ton said right precise the; order he had was to juit in only 4U0. Belden said that was
not the latest order; that he (IJeldiu) had later orders to put in 800, and ])ulled out
the order and handed it lo Cotton. Beldin stated his older was fjom (jovcrnor Clay-
ton. I did not read the ordei-, but 1 saw Powell Clayton's name on it, to the best of
my recollection. He (Belden) stated to me that it was understood Ihrough the district

for all of the judges to do the same thing. I told him I would not doit. 1 asked him if

that was lepublicani.sm. Ho answered that it was radicalism.

Signed

:

ANDREW J. WILLIAMS.
,

Benj. H. Rigsby, J. P.
John W. Nokton, J P.

r>efore .leaving Arkansas wt would call attention specially to the tes-

timony of William 0. Whipple, esq., United States district attorney for

the easteiii district of Arkansas, who was removed from ofrice in June,
1871, by the President of the United States, because he was olhcially

prosecuting one Powell Clayton, governor of Arkansas, I'or participation

in the frauds in the (ilections, to which we have just been calling atten-

tion. His testihiony will be found from pages 02 to 87 of the volume
marked " ]\Iiscellaneous." We do not propose to notice any portion of it

just now, except that which bears on the liuaiicial management of the
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affairs of the State, and will confine ourselves to soniucli of it as speaks
of the grants of bonds to railroads, and the frauds perpetrated therein.
The witness, in speaking of Governor Clayton's management of affairs,

is questioned on page 73 as follows :

Question. Now that brings us to a point that I want to know something about.
What liuiticular transaction in the records of his administration was there that lie did
not care to have disclosed ?

AiisKcr. Well, sir, for instance, I think there was a great deal in connection with his
manageuieut of the State aid to railroads.

Question. The legislature of the State had voted subsidies to certain railroads ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What was the manner, or supposed to be the manner, inwhich the governor
gave out those subsidies ?

Answer. The State aid to railroads was generally awarded to personal frieuda of
Governor Clayton, who were connected with railroads.

Question. Was it, in any instances, given to companies who had not complied with
the requirements of the law ?

Answer. That is understood to have been the case in several instances.
Question. In what instances iu particular?
Answer. Well, sir, in the case of the Memphis and Little Rock Railroad, State aid for

one hundred and twenty miles was awarded, when only forty-five miles remained to
be built and have since been built.

Question. He paid to the company the amount of aid they would have been entitled
to had they built one hundred and twentj^ miles of road ?

Answer: Yes, sir; $1,200,000.
Question. And they have built only forty-odd miles, for"which they are entitled to

the State aid ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And it is believed he has violated the law in this issue of State bonds over
and above Avhat the law authorized to be issued ?

Answer. Yes sir.

Question. Are there any other instances of similar violations of the law on the part
of the governor ?

Answer. Well, sir, in the case of what is known as the Little Rock, Pine Bluff" and
New Orleans Railroad, the president of which is James M. Lewis, commissioner of im-
migration for the State ot Arkansas, and couspicnously known as an intimate personal
Mend of Governor Clayton, I think there has been |750,000 of State aid awarded to
the road, besides $320,000 in levee bonds. For that there has been built about twelve
miles of road, and I understand that the iron for those twelve miles has, for the most
part, been since removed and put on other roads. I have reason to believe, and do be-
lieve, that Mr. Lewis has not spent more than $100,000 on the road.

Question. Was the issue of subsidy to that road in excess of what the law authorized
the governor to issue ?

Answer. So I understand.
Question. What amount did the law authorize to be issued for the twelve miles of

finished road ?

Ansiver. Fifteen thousand dollars a mile for the twelve miles.
Question. You spoke of the issue of levee bonds to that road. Under what law was

the road allowed to have those levee bonds °?

Ansicer. Well, sir, an act of the legislature authorized the issue of levee bonds to the
amount of $3,000,000 for the erection of levees, and this road-bed is claimed for a levee.
It is said that the actual cost of grading was not to exceed $2,500 a mile. Aid was
allowed by the State to the amount of $10,000 a mile to roads endowed with a land
grant, and $15,000 a mile to roads that had no congressional aid.

Question. Did that road get bonds for their embankment under the railroad law, and
additional bondslmder the levee law ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. It was, then, paid twice, for the same embankment ?

Answer. In that way, yes, sir. The road was the road known as the Mississii)pi,
Ouachita and Red River Railroad, of which Thomas M. Bowen was president until re-
cently. He was associate justice of the supreme co-iirt at the time, and is one of the
managing men of the Clayton party.

Question. What is the jiresent debt of the State of Arkansas ?

Ansicer. The statutes authorize the increase of the debt to about $18,000,000. I think
the funtled debt is abouf $2,600,000. Then there is a debt in the sliapeof old outstaml-
ing bonds, which, with the principal and interest up to the first of last January, is

about $1,600,000. Then aid to railroads is authorized to the amount of about $11,250,000,
and levee bonds to the amount of $3,000,000.
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The CiiAiUMAN. As we have a sub-committee cliarged with the investigation of that
subject, is it desirable that we shouhlgo into the matter now ?

Mr. Blaih. No; I do not know that I want to ask aujthing further about that.

It is bardly necessary to add, after setting forth these facts, that in

the State of Arkansas elections by the people are the merest farces.

Under the constitution and laws the registrars can and do disfran-

chise just as many as they please. The great speech of Senator Schurz,
of Missouri, giving an account of how the registrars lorded it over the

peoi>le in his State, gives only a faint idea of how the thing is managed
in Arkansas. All the great offices are bought and sold, Eailroad
bonds and levee bonds, as well as positions in which official robbery
may be perpetrated, are granted and awarded to political partisans,

until it is the merest mockery to say that reconstrncted Arkansas has a
republican form of government. And all these wrongs and outrages
are sustained and indorsed by the dominant party at Washington, to

retain men in the Senate and lower House of Congress ^vho will do their

biddings, and to coerce the State to cast its electoral vote to continue the
present President in power. We would set forth the registration and
election laws in this connection, but for the fact that they are similar

in most of their leading features to those of Louisiana, which we have
given in full in connection with our report on that State, and as they
apply to Arkansas as well, we refer to them instead of repeating their

provisions in detail ; but it is safe to say that they are infamous in all

their provisions, and intended to destroy anything like an expression of

the will of the people at the ballot-box.

FLOEIDA.
We have had great difficulty in getting information relative to the

debts and taxation of the State of Florida. Iler governor refused to

give it, as his letter heretofore set forth shows, and as there is neither
a democratic lepresentative nor senator from the State we have only
to rely on such information as could be otherwise obtained. Enough is

known, however, to make the governor's reason for declining to answer
the searching interrogations propounded to him very apparent, and by
no means so high-toned and patriotic as is assumed by him.
The comptroller gives the debt of the State

—

Debt in I860, at $221,000 00
Debt in 1865, at 370,000 00
Debt Junes, 1868 523,856 95
Debt November 1, 1871 1,343,447 .59

Add State bonds hypothecated 421, 000 00

1,763,447 54

Bonds issued to Jacksonville, Mobile and Pensacola Railroad $4,000,000 00

Other bonds, for an amount not definitely ascertained, must be issued
to the Jacksonville, Mobile and Pensacola Railroad ; to the Santa Ivosa
Railroad, Banking and Insurance Company, &c., while large land-
grants have been made to a number of roads, the quantity and value of
which we have no means of stating with accuracy. (See acts of third
session of 1870, for a list of grants of bonds, lands, &c.)
On the 2L>d of November, 1871, Kon. C. ll Dyke, mayor of Talla-

hassee, wrote to a nujmber of the sub-committee charged with the
duty of obtaining information ou these subjects, as follows :

Tallaiiassick, Novemher 22; 1871.

Eon. Jab. B. Bjxk, Washington:

Your letter of the 17th is received. The comptroller jiromised mo to-day that he
would at ouco mail to you an otlicial statement of the liuancial condition of Florida.
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It is impossible to obtain information as to the rate of taxation on the several counties
and cities for county and municipal purposes. The comptroller will also feend you the
acts of 1870, in which you will find the laws under which Littlefield obtained $4,000,000
of State bonds, and under which he expected to get $3,000,000 more. The same acts
authorize the issue of over $7,000,000 more State bonds to wild-cat roads. I will
state here that $3,000,000 of the bonds issued to Littlefield weye issued on nineteen
and one-half miles of road which had not been graded. S. W. Hopkins & Co., of
New York, are having trouble with Littlefield about the proceeds of the $4,000^000 of
bonds. I have seen asworn bill of theirs, in which they set forth a good deal you ought
to know. I have not got a copy, or I would send it to you, but you can obtain a copy
through their lawyers, Sevv'all & Peiice.

Very respectfully,

C. E. DYKE.
*

We have been unable to learn the exact facts relative to the pre-

tended or real purchase of these bonds by Hopkins & Co. We hear
that they bought $2,800,000 of thern, and that not exceeding twenty
miles of the road is finished. What Littlefield and the governor did
with the money is not fidly develope<l. The wikl-cat roads referred

to by Mr. Dyke, to which he says $7,000,000 of State bonds are author-
ized to be issued, as far as we can ascertain by the acts of the general
assembly, and from information as to the length of their lines, are as
follows :

Florida Railroad from Waldo to Tampa Bay and Charlotte Harbor,
two hundred and forty miles, State bonds, at $16,000 per mile $3, 840, 000 00

Santa Rosa Railroad from Milton to State line, limited to fifty-five miles,

at $10,000 per mile. State bonds 550, 000 00
West Florida Railroad from Mariana to St. Andrew's Bay, sixty miles, at

$14,000 per mile 840,000,00

5,230,000 00
Upper St. John's, MellonVille, and Tampa Railroad, with extension to

Charlotte Harbor, one hundred and ninety miles, $14,000 per mile.

State bonds 2,660,000 00

Total 7,890 000 00

These roads are already chartered and organized, and some of them
have commenced construction. Of course they will get their bonds as
Littlefield got his.

We have but little doubt, judging from the number of road^ to which
bonds are authorized to be issued, as we find them in the acts, that the
sum of $14,000,000, as stated by Mr. Dyke, will be issued to these roads,

and we i^resume all the land grants to the various roads are in addition
to the bonds authorized.
The fact that Governor Eeed issued to Littlefield $3,000,000 of the

bonds of the State in palpable violation of law, is an evidence of what
he will do with the balance of them when the proper parties apply.

Who the proper parties are or may be, can only be judged by what is

l>roved and known in regard to Littlefield. He has been indicted for

swindling oirerations x)erpetrated in North Carolina, and is charged with
trying to compromise indictments in that State, by the transfer to

parties there of the bonds of Florida, wbich he had obtained from the
governor, instead of using them to build the railroads of the State.

Perhaps the governor's virtuous indignation at the i7n2}ertinant questious
put to him by the committee may be accounted for by his connection in

this bond transaction with Littlefield. When he is transferred to the

United States Senate, perhaps he will explain j he seems to think it the
special duty of Senators to do so.

On the Gth day of September, 1871, the tax-payers of the State of

Florida, regardless of party, held a convention in the city of Talla-
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Lassee to consider how tlieir burdens could best be relieved. It issued
an address to the people and a memorial to the governor, from which we
take the following extracts :

The couvention have carefully examined the financial condition of the State, and
the taxable resources of the peo])le, aud submit that the taxes are oppressively, even
ruinously, high ; that the taxable resources of the State are entirely inadequate to

meet the present amount of taxation; the system for the collection of the revenue is

very imperfect and inadequate, and oppressively harsh in its operation ; that the agents
em])loyed are, in many instances, improper persons, and the security required for the
faithful and honest discharge of their duties entirely inadequate; that the number of
otiicers employed in the State government is much greater than is requisite, aud the
compensation paid them more than a just requital for their services; that the financial

condition of tht^State, through no fault of the tax-payers, is desperate in the extreme.
To instance particulars in evidence of these general statements, the convention sub-
mits to the people of the State that the bonded and floating debt, including interest,

and cxdudivg the four millions already issued to a railroad corporation, as near as they
can ascertain, is about $1,550,000, having increased over one million of dollars since
July, 16G8. They find that the taxable property of the people has been arbitrarily as-

sumed, for purposes of revenue only, to be $it)4,439,053, and that upon this arbitrary
valuation there has been assessed a sum amounting in the aggregate to $471,811 51,

exceeding $2 50 jjw caiMa of our entire population ; that the greater jjortion of the
above-stated uomiual valuation of property represents real estate which is not con-
vertible into money, leaving the entire amount of the tax of one million of dollars
annually to be paid out of the personal property, which amounts to the sum of
$11,721,521, being nearly one-eleventh part of all the personal property in the State.

* # J' ' # * * #

From their knowledge of the condition of the producing interests, the delegates here
assembled give it as their deliberate opinion that after deducting the actual cost of
production there will not remain in the hands of producers a sufficient amount to pay
the taxes upon their property, thus leaving them without the means of support for

their families aud employee's for the ensuing year. » * *

The grievances which oppress the people may be thus summarily stated:
First. A law which places the immense power of taxation in the hands ©fa few men

unacquainted with the character aud value of property except in their own immediate
locality.

Second. A rate of taxation imposed upon an assumed valuation of property which is

without a parallel in any other State, and which cannot be borne without great dis-

tress and peril to the bt'st interests of the people.
Third. Forcing the people to pay taxes to meet appropriations which are not neces-

sary aud may be dispensed with w ithout injury to the public service.

Fourth. Paying out to the people two descriptions of obligations or scrip, one char-
acter of which is received by the State, while the other is repudiated for public dues,
thus making a large class of the paper of the Commonwealth, bfesed u^ion the property
of all, worthless for the only purpose for which it can have any value to the tax-payer.

Fifth. In leaving nothing exempt from sale for taxes, neither the agricultural imple-
ments, nor the horse of the laboring man, nor the bed upon which his family rest after
their day's toil, nor the food on which they make their daily meal.

Sixth. In the provision of the law which permits the collection of the entire tax from
the peisonal property of the citizen.

Seventh. In exacting this large amount of tax at a time when it is unnecessary f^r

tlie due administration of the State government, aud when it can servo no other pur-
I>ose than to enrich the oflicersof th(; governiuent- and those charged with its collection.

These grievances call for prompt redress, aud this convention respectfully requests
the governor to take such sti'ps as will afford relief to thc^ peoj)le, the delegates here
assembled assuring him that the good people of theConinionwealth will sustain him iu

all just measures having for their accomi)lishment this end.

The Floridiau, a leading newspaper in the State, furnishes us with
the following:

WHAT HAS BECOME OF THE PROCEEDS?

It is now pretty generally understood that the larger portion of the proceeds of
the four millions of State bonds issued to the Jacksonville, Peusacola and Mobile Eail-

road Company iu 1H70, liave been squandeied or niisapi)licd. 'y\w bonds weie issued
ostensibly to enable that company " to complete, maintain, and etjuip its road," but no
such ]>nrpose has be(!n sul)serve(l, except to a limited extt^ut. Out of tho proceeds of
$2,fc0O,00U of tho bonds, there have been partially graded aud prepared for the iron
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nineteen and a half miles of road-bed, all of -which is not yet paid for, and an alleged
purchase of in^n for a like distance, of which some ten miles only have been received
and laid. Not au euoine or a car has been piircluised, or anything done, except in the
particulars mentioned, toward completing or extending the road. For a better under-
standing of the use to which the proceeds have been apiilied, we ajipend hereto an
exhibit made by S. W. Hopkins & Co., contained in a sworn bill tiled in a New York
court asking that the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Company be re-

strained from prosecuting S. W. Hopkins & Co., on account of their agency in the sale

of the bonds and the disposition of the proceeds. The bill sets forth their contraut
with General Littletield, as president of the road, which contract secured to them the
exclusive right to sell the four millions of bonds already issued, as well as three mil-

lions more yet to be issued. The bill also alleges that two thousand eight hundred of
the bonds for S1,0U0 each, making $2,800,000, were sold for £138 1 10 each, and that in

order that the agents might be reimbursed their expenses attending the negotiation
and sale of the bonds, they were offered to S. W. Hopkins & Co. by General Littlefield

for one hundred pouuds sterling eacli, after General Littlefield had been informed of

the price at which they had been previously negotiated. The following letter from
General Littlefield making the offer is set forth in the bill

:

" 58 Old Broad Street, London, November 14, 1870.

"Gentlemen : I herewith offer you four thousand (4,000) Florida State 8 per cent,

gold bonds, in aid of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Company, for

one thousand (1,000) dollars gold each, at the price of one hundred (£100) pounds
sterling for each bcjjid in the city of Loudon, subject to the commission agreed as i>er

contract dated 13th day of April, 1870, with your good selves.
" I remain, gentlemen, yours faithfully,

"M. S. LITTLEFIELD,
"President Jaclcsonville, Pensacola and Mobile Pailroud Company.

" Messrs. S. W. Hopkins &, Co., London."

On the 28th of the same month, S. W. Hopkins & Co. accepted this oifer and thus
became the luirchasers of the whole four millions at the price mentioned. The bill

further alleges that the proceeds were disposed of as directed by General Littlefield
;

that .S~00,UUO of the four millions were directed and agreed to be turned over to North
Carolina, which direction was subsequently disavowed by the directors of The Jack-
sonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad, and this disavowal was the origin of the suit

by the commissioners of North Carolina against S. W. Hopkins & Co. ; that, prior to

the contract with S. W. Hopkins & Co. to sell the bonds, General Littlefield had con-

tracted with L. P. Bayne & Co. (the parties who now hold some $400,000 of Florida 6

per cents, for a large loan to General Littlefield) to negotiate their sale, and that
Bayne & Co. claim commissions under their contract, which S. W. Hopkins & Co. have
been instructed to allow and pay. There are many other allegations in the bill which
it is not now necessary to refer to. The most interesting portion of the eipof<6 is

" Schedule F," which accounts for the disposition of the moneys received for 2,800 of
the bonds.

It will be seen from this astounding "balance-sheet" that only $308,938 of the pro-

ceeds of $2,800,000 of bonds have been applied to the purpose for which they were
issued, viz, completing, equipping and extending the road. It seems that the bonds
were sold by Hopkius & Co. for about 6Gf cents mi the dollar in gold ; that they were .

subsequently sold by Littlefield to H. & Co. for about 48| cents ; and that after

commissions and a year and a half of interest had been deducted, there remained
applicable to the use of the company about 32^ cents on the dollar in currency. We
know very little of the accuracy of the exhibit, but it is apparent that no inconsider-

able portion of the money has gone to parties who had no legitimate claims on tho
road. We may remark here that some of the alleged payments and acceptances were
for legal services and for stock in the Central road, (as is the case, we are informed,

with the Hon. M. D. Papy and R. H. Gamble,) which road could not be bonded until

parties holding the stock could be Settled with, they refusing their consent to a heavy
lien being created so long as they remained stoikliolders. ,

Taking this exhibit all in all, it is a remarkable exposure for the people of this State,

who are expected to pay the bonds at maturity, to ponder. For the present, we leave

'the matter to their consideration. There is much not yet told in connection with these

and the bonds yet to be issued, which in due time will be made known.

lu another article that paper says

:

On the 8th day of June, 1868, the radicals came into power under " congressional

reconstruction." On the 8th of July following, Governor Reed, who had been elected
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in the previous May, sent his iirst messaijijo to tlie new legislature, in which he stated
the debt of the State to be $523,866 95. This debt was made np as follows :

Bonded $466,364 63
Floating 57,492 32

Total when republicans took charge $523, 856 95
On the 1st of January, 1871, the bonded debt proper was

reported to be ' 747,367 24
Bonds issued in 1870 to Littlefield ostensibly for railroad
purposes 4,000,000 00

Floating debt September 1, 1871 490,220 55

Total debt exclusive of unpaid interest 5, 237, 587 79

Increased debt created by republicans 4,713, 730 84

This is the State debt as far as known. A party in New York holds some $400,000
in bonds hypothecated for a loan of $100,000 in 1869. It is reported that a further ad-
vance has been made on these bonds, but there has been no report of It made to the
treasury by the governor.
The $4,000,000 of bonds issued to Littlefield in 1870 were authorized under " An act

to perfect the public works." Under its provisions, $3,200,000 additional are author-
ized, and it is said will soon be issued. This will mak(3 $7,200,000 delivered to the
Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad. Tlie same act authorizes $7,360,000 more
to be issued to other railroad enterprises mentioned in the 31st section, which is as
follows

:

"Sec. 31. All the rights, franchises, privileges, and conditions granted and prescribed
in this act are hereby granted and applied to any company that is now or hereafter
may be organized for the purpose of building a railroad from the waters of Tampa Bay
and Charlotte Harbor, on the Gulf, by tlie way of Ocala, and ending at Gainesville, on the
Florida Railroad, and from Marianna, in the county of Jackson, to the waters of Saint
Andrew's Bay, in West Florida, and also to the waters of the Apalachicola Bay, in West
Florida, and to a point on the Choctawhatchie Bay, between the Choctawhatchic
River and Boggy Bayou, and from Pilatka to Melonville, on the Saint John's River,

to the nearest practicable point on the lino of railway from Tampa Bay or Charlotte
Harbor to Gainesville, as far as the same can be constitutionally granted."
Each one of these so-called "public works" is entitled, xinder this section, to $16,000

per mile of State bonds. But we must add also the road from Jacksonville to Saint
Augustine, for a provision in its charter gives it a right to the same amount per mile.

When the bonds are issued the account will stand thus :

Jacksonville, Pensacola, and Mobile Railroad, already issued $4, 000, 000
Jacksonville, Pensacola, and Mobile Railroad, to be issued 3, 200, 000
Tampa to Gainesville. 200 miles 3,200,000
Apalachicola Bay, 60 miles 9()0,(RK)

Choctawhatchie Bay, 30 miles 480,000
Pilatka to Gainesville, 80 miles ' 1,280,000
Marianna to Saint Andrew's Bay, 50 miles 800, 000

Jacksonville and Saint Augustine, 40 miles 640, 000

Amount of bonds authorized for railroad jiurposes 14, .560, 000

Add the debt of the State proper, and there will appear a present and prospective
indebtedness of $15,797,587.

The telegraph announces within the hist few days that Governor Reed
has been impeached by his legishiture. The New York Times, in com-
menting on Governor Eeed's impeachment, says

:

Under his rerjime the taxes of the State have been enormous, the legislation has
been scandalous, the public credit has been substantially ruined, and the treasury has
been literally emptied, so that at last accounts the comptroller did not command pub-
lic funds suflicient to purchase a j)08tage stamp.

GEORGIA.

Georgia was not only the ri(5hest and most prosperous of the Sorthern
States when the war began, but was almost free from both debi; and
taxation. She owned the railroad, one hundred and thirty-eight miles
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long, from Atlanta to Dalton, tlie earnings of wbich almost paid the
animal expenses of tlie State government ; it is fed by the net-work of
roads concentrating at its northern terminus, and also by a net-work of
roads radiating from Atlanta southwardly. Her financial condition and
resources in 1860 are set forth in the answer of Madison Bell, esq.,

conjptroller general, to the committee, dated May 29, 1871, which reads
as follows

:

Comptroller General's Office,
Atlanta, Geonjia, May 29, 1871.

Sir : In compliance with request in your circular letter of 24tli inst., I have the honor
to state that the value of taxable property in this State for 1860 was as follows, to wit

:

Laud, $161,764,955; slaves, $302,694,855; city and town property, $35,139,415; mouej
and solvent debts, $107,336,258; merchandise, $15,577,193; snipping and tonnage,
$943,940; stocks, manufactories, &c., $4,034,252; household and kitchen furniture,

$2,374,284; other property not meutioned, $42,427,295. The public debt of the State in
1860, as stated in the comptroller general's report, was $2,670,750. The balance of the
infoi'mation you desire will be found, as nearly as it is in my power to furnish it, in
the followiug-uamed documents, which I send you by mail, to wit : first, a copy of my
last published report; second, a copy of the statutes or public laws of the State passed
in 1870 ; third, a pamphlet containing a digest of tax laws and instructions now in
force. I will send you a copy of my report, now in the hands of the printer, when
jjublished.

Respectfully,

MADISON BELL,
Comptroller General.

Hon. John Scott,
Chairman, ^c, Washington City, D. C.

P. S.—The rate of taxation for 1860, ad valorem, was 6^ cents on the $100. In Janu-
ary, 1861, the 18th day, I believe, the ordinance of secession was passed by the conven-
tion of this State. The rate of taxation, ad valorem, at the present time is 4-10 of 1 per
centum, and the same rate has beefii levied since 1868, when the new constitution went
into operation. M. B.

We do not think it necessary to c?)py the extracts from the books re-

ferred to. The substance of them is given in the testimony, which we
propose to notice.

Mr. Angler's (the State treasurer's) response is substantially a copy of
a paper filed by him, and made part of his testimony, when examined
here on the 14tli of July, 1871 ; and as the latter is in a condensed form,
and answers quite fully as to the matters inquired of, and moreover was
submitted under the sanction of his oath as being true, we have thought
it best to make the treasurer's sworn statement part of this report. (See
testimony as to Georgia affairs, pages 153, 154, 155.) Mr. Angier said

:

As regards the fintinces of the State, it is impossible to give testimony precisely
without putting it in figures on paper. I have prepared a statement in that form, com-
plying, as I understand, with the instrnctions which I received from the circular of the
chairman of the committee, Mr. Scott. In this statement I have tried to present, as
clearly as possible, the details in regard to the management of the State finances, and
the contrast between different iioriods.

This statement I certify to be correct

:

1857. Ordinary expenses of Georgia $275,6.32 43
1858. Ordinary expenses of Georgia 304,037 59
1859. Ordinary expenses of Georgia 369, 653 53
1860. Ordinary expenses of Georgia 325, 600 00

Total ordinary expenses of Georgia for four years immediately
preceding the war ^ 1,275,523 55

1863. Less than six months' ordinary expenses of Georgia $401, 865 08
1869. One year's ordinary expenses of Georgia 848, 298 23
1870. One year's ordinary expenses of Georgia 924, 413 27
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Total ordinary expenses of Georgia for less than two and a half
years bj- Governor Bui) ock c |2,174,576 58

Subtract total ordinary expenses for four years under Governors
Johnson and Brown 1, 275, 523 55

Leaves against Governor Bullock's administration, for less than
than two and a half years, more than Johnson and Brown for
for four full years 899,053 03

In the above estimates the payments on account of public debt are taken out of both
accounts; also all appropriations to or for repairs of buildings. The payments on ac-
count of school I'uud do not enter into the account of either; as, nnder Governor Bul-
lock's recommendation, the school fund has been taken and used for general purposes.
The payments on account of artificial limbs and schooling maimed soldiers, burial of
confederate dead, removing furniture, library, ofiSce-tixtures, books and papers, from
Milledgeville to Atlanta, are all taken out. Also payments on account of convention
scrip. So each period stands fairly alike on ordinary expenses, which shows Governor
Bullock's administration, for less than two and a half years, to have been eight hun-
dred and ninety-nine thousand fifty-three dollars and three cents more than Governor
Johnson's and Governor Bro\Vn's for four years.

With no deduction from the accounts as officially rej)orted they stand thus :

1857. Total amount paid out of State treasury $511, 789 90
1858. do do do do do 745,47064
1859. do do do do do 874,465 92
1860. do do do do do 662,600 00

2,794,336 46

1868. Less than six months .$430,957 77
1869. Twelve months 1,857,825 98
1870. Twelvemonths. 1,470,021 02

3, 758, 804 77
Deduct four years before the war 2, 794, 336, 46

Leaves an excess of Governor Bullock, for less than two and a half
years, for over four years 964, 468 31

Nine hundred and sixty-four thousand four hundred and sixty-eight
dollars and thirty-one cents.

Total for extra legal services for 1855, 1856, 1857, 18.58, 1859,
and 1860, (six years) $17,000 00

Governor Bullock, for extra legal services, for less than half
the time has paid , 36,000 00

Rewards for fugitives, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, 1859, and 1860,
(six years,) all charged to contingent fund 1, 400 00

Governor Bullock has i)aid by warrants on the treasury,

(not charged to the contingent fund) 51,100 00
Less than half the time, though thirty times as nmch.

Advertising jtroclamations, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, 1859, and
I860, (six years) 5,000 00

Governor Bullock lias paid for less than half the time, by
warrants on the State treasury 98, 300 00

Incidental expenses of executive department, 1850, 18.57,

1858, 18.59, 1860, 1866, and 1867, (seven years.) Under
this head only twenty dollars is charged, but I have in-

clud(;d ''small articles furnisliod executive department,"
and "articles funushed executive mansion," making in
all 2,188 76

Governor Bullock's " incidental expenses " for less than three
years 23,800 00

The section of the ap[)ropriation bill authorizing the governor to draw
warrants on the tn-asury for services or labor authorized by the gen-
eral assembly, for whicli no provision is made for compensation, has
never been used by any governor except Governor [Brown] ? and then
in amount about sevisn thousand dollars, while Governor BuUoek has
used it to the amount of four hundred and sixteen thousand six luin-

dred and twenty dollars and ninety cents 416, 020 90

The annual general tax si'
'^

" —r Bullock's administration has been about
$300,000 annually more thti' he war. Still ho has had engraved six

/
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million ($6,000,000) dollars new State Londs, -while the rate of State taxation now is

over six times as high as it was in 1860.

Taking last year^ds an average, the tax for this year, independent of the
rental of the Western and Atlantic Railroad, will be $1, 280, 756 57

Rental of Western and Atlantic Railroad 300, 000 00

1,580,756 57

Ordinary expenses for 1871 $500,000 00
(Which is considerably over the average before the war,
and more than in 1860.)

One-half rental of Western and Atlantic Railroad for school
purposes 150,000 00

650,000 00

(^his last amount, however, together with all the other funds set apart
by the new constitution specially for common-school purposes, and to

be used for no other, the governor has used, and is using, for ordinary
expenses,) leaves a surplus to meet the public debt of 1871 , 930, 756 57

Matured State bonds before 1870 $173, 000 00
Which should and would all have been hypothecated

•with the 7 per cent, mortgage bonds issued specially for

that purpose, had not Governor Bullock, in violation of ex-

press statute, sold .$265,000 and used a ijortion of the pro-

ceeds on the Kimball Opera House.
State bonds due in 1871 15-1,2.50 00
Interest due in 1871 : 427,375 00

754, 625 00

Leaves a surplus for 1871 176, 131 57

After paying all past due bonds and coupons.
Where the necessity for these six millions $6,000,000 00
new State bonds Governor Bullock has had engraved, or any portion
of them ? With any regard for economy there should be a large sur-

plus in the State treasury. At the close of 1869, I honestly estimated
the surplus for 1870, after paying all liabilities, including the matur-
ing interest, at over four hundred thousand dollars, to be used as a
sinking fund.

These six millions of new State bonds are exclusive of the State aid to
railroads ; for, independent of this amount, the governor has had en-
graved and sent to him State gold l)onds, purporting to be for addi-
tional State aid to the Brunswick and Albany Railroad Company 2,760,000 00

Add to this the amount the governor reported to Henry Clews & Com-
pany the middle of March, as having received the indorsement of the
State, (how much more since I do nob know, as the governor refuses
to answer) 5,923,000 00

The previous bonded indebtedness, including all bonds issued before 1869 6, 554, 450 00

20, 637, .500 00
Deduct new currency bonds returned to State treasurer's office 500, 000 00

And we have present State liabilities 20, 137, 500 00

counting all the bonds engraved, legitimate and in use, the amount of interest on
which will be twice the amount of the annual general State tax. •

But the evil and danger do u<jt stop here. The governor approved bills granting
further State aid, or indorsement, to railroads, to the amount of about thirty millions

($30,000,000) more; and, if I have been correctly informed. State indorsed bonds have
been issued by Governor Bullock before a mile of railroad was completed, or the first

cent of subscription paid. If this recklessness and waste are not speedily sto^iped,

but are followed up with new issues of bonds, the result is inevitable. The State wil'

soon be absorbed, and the toiling farmers, with what Little they can gather up, yfi\^

forced to flee their homes for safety from the tax-gatherers. ^i

N. L. ANGIER, ,^f^^^
Treasurer of^^ ^^^^^^

at his cou-
We suppose the following list of roacls makes up, in great ^he did it he

the roads spoken of by Mr. Angier, when referring to tbf^ issued other

and extravagance with which aid had been given t0j^"j^jJ^"\*^^"^J

^ their governor had



348 EEPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

Bullock's 'administration, wliicb, it "will be observed, he charges will

amount to $30,000,000.

Name of railroad. Ampunt of State aid.

Albany and Columbus Railroad $12, 000 per mile.
Albany, Mobile and New Orleans Railroad 12, 000 do.
Americus and Florence Railroad 12, 000 do.
Americus and Hawkinsville Railroad 12, 000 do.
Americus and Isabella Railroad ' 12,000 do,
Athens and Clayton Railroad 15, 000 da.
Atlanta and Blue Ridge Railroad 15, 000 do.
Atlanta and Lookout Railroad 15, 000 per 8 miles.
Augusta and Hartwell Railroad 15,000 per mile.
Camilla and Cuthbert Railroad , 12,000 do. ,
Cbattalioochee Railroad 12, 000 do.
Columbus and Atlanta Air-Line Railroad 12, 000 do.
Dalton and Morganton Railroad 15, 000 do.
Fort Valley and Hawkinsville Railroad 12, 000 do.
Georgia Seaboard and Northwestern Railroad 12, 000 do.
Grand Trunk Railroad 12,000 do.
Great Southern Railroad 12, 000 do.
Griffin, Monticello and Madison Railroad 15, 000 do.
Lookout Mountain Railroad 15, 000 do.
Macon and Brunswick Railroad '.

3, OOO additional per mile.
Marietta, Canton and Ellijay Railroad 15, 000 per mile.
McDonough Western Railroad 12, 000 do.
Memphis Branch Railroad 15, 000 do.
Newman and Americus Railroad 12, 000 do.
North and South Railroad 12,000 do.

North Georgia and North Carolina Railroad 12, 000 do.

Ocmulgee and North Georgia Railroad 15, 000 do.

Polk Slate Quarry Railroad 15,000 do.

Savannah, Griffin and North Alabama Railroad 12, 000 do.

Saint Mary's and Western Raikoad 15, 000 do.

That statement of Mr. Angier made under oath, he being the treasurer

of the State, a Northern man and a republican, is a fearful exhibit of the
corrui)tion of the radical rulers of Georgia, fortunately for the State,

(and no man did more to bring about the result than Mr. Angier,) the rob-

bery of the treasury was exposed. Governor Bullock fled to avoid im-

l)eachment for high crimes and misdemeanors. His partner Kimball,
who had got to be president of seven of the great railroads of the State,

though a bankrupt in 1868, was shorn of his power. Blodgett, who was
indicted for criminal offenses, was so notoriously corrupt that lie could not
be admitted into the Senate of the United States. A democratic governor
and legislature have obtained i)ower ; the fraudulent bonds are being re-

called ; the State is righting up, and will resume her former position, if

the Government at Washington does not again invade her and put
another gang 'of thieves over her.

The treasurer and the legislature are now in search of the fraudulent
bonds. Mr. Angier has recently sent his report to the legislature, in

which he urges a rigid investigation into the fraudulent issue, and that

body seems determined to do so. "VVe extract the following sentences
from the report

:

An inquiry into what is known to be a fraud against the State is no repudiation,

either is it repudiation to deny and disowji what is null and void from want of cou-

The Oity to law. Tlio.so who have just and legal claims against Georgia have nothing

warraiAD'l I believe they are content. The cry comes from those who have been con-

eral assi^r intriguing with Bullock and Clews.

never been"t <'t honest, legitimate State indebtedness once learned, tlieso defective

in amount ilithograplied coupons, should all be retired, and genuine, valid State bonds

used it to tlie'''t'"fc to meet the State's real liabilities. The credit of the State will

dred and twei.istomary higli standing; but she cannot hope for, and should not have
+hrough her now absconded executive and his agents, she attempts

T^^,^ or,,.,,,,! r,^r.«^;',"""*'rcial world defective bonds, greatly in excess of the wants of

$300,000 annually morl'^ believed, for private ends.
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Two milliou dollars of currency bonds were issued in October, 1870, without tbo
knowledge of the State Treasurer, to meet an indebtedness of less than one-sixth of
the amount of bonds issued. These Governor Bullock, when exposed, claimed were
for only temporary use; still they had twenty years to run, anA one million five hun-
dred thousand dollars are still in the hands of parties in New York, who claim the right
to hold them, though Governor Bullock, when hard pressed, communicated to this

office, over a year ago, that they (these bonds) would be returned canceled in a few
days.
Four million dollars of finely engraved State gold hands were sent to Governor Bullock,

and this office has proof that he intended to put the whole amount on the market, and
would, had not his movements been closely watched and promptly reported. Three
millions were placed on the market to meet the amount falling due on account of
matured bonds and coupons for the year 1871, and other small amounts, which were
less than one-fourth of the amount of new gold bonds thus placed on the market.

These bonds being issued so greatly in excess of the honest demands against the
State, seems to indicate that they were in anticipation and mutual understanding ol

frauds upon, the State railroad, as well as to supply for executive^ plunderings and
private schemes for speculation on the credit of the State.

The probable object of no net income from the Western and Atlantic Railroad, and
involving it in a debt of a million dollars or more, was a grand swindle, and, outside
of enrieliing those who had the management, designed to effect a transfer of the road,
under a fraudulent sale, to a ring; thus, besides pocketing the income, and a million
dollars extra over the net earnings, virtually robbing the State of this main trunk road.
The income of the road and the governor's sale or hypothecation of illegal bonds not

meeting all their wants, the superintendent of said road, Foster Blodgett, enters the mar-
ket as a borrower of money, and Clews & Co. now appear at the State treasury demand-
ing payment on account of large amounts advanced on Blodgett's drafts as superintend-
ent of the Western and Atlantic Railroad, otherwise State road. Clews & Co. should
know there is no law authorizing said superintendent to borrow money—making such
transactions invalid, and in no way binding upon the State. They well knew the
standing of both these men; and if said Clews & Co. have, or anybody else has ad-
vanced or loaned them money which has not reached the State treasury, or been
applied to legitimate indebtedness of the State, they should hnd their sole redress in the
meu upon whom they staked their hazaid.

It is a matter of wonder that a war-devastated, impoverished people, under the
reign of those who govern for plunder, aided by experienced stock aiul bond gamblers,
preying upon the toil of the body-politic, with the ]iolicy o^ the central government
(however well intended) operating to retard industrial energy and material advance-
ment—I say, with all these combinations working for evil and discouragement, the
annals of history furnish no parallel of a people who, in their conmionwealth relations,

have so faithfully and promptly responded to their State obligations, which is an
earnest of what may be relied on under the a>gis of an honest home government,
wisely guaranteed to each State under the federal compact.
Respectfully submitted.

N. L. ANGIER, State Treasurer.

Hon. A. R. Wright, of Eoirie, Trlien examined as to the management
of the aflairs of the State by Bullock, said

:

Question. After men have been convicted, is there any great complaint in the State
concerning the pardons of the governor ?

Anstcer. O heavens! it is hardly necessary for this committee to ask me such a
question as that. Our statistics show that our governor has issued between thros
hundred and four hundred pardons.

Question. Within what period!
A7iswer. Since he has been governor, and he has been governor, I believ^e, only t> o

years and a half. I do not think the like has been known in the history of any gov-
ernment. I do not think there ever was a people on earth cursed with any such ruler
as Georgia is with her governor. I say it with all respect to you ; but here is Augier,
who will testify before you. Tie is a northern man, and an honest man. God Almighty
does not make honest men by parallels of latitude. He is in controversy with his own,
governor; and yet both of them are radicals. Now, why is it ? It is because Buil(;ck
is trying to plunder the State, and it seems to me that he thinks a government is

nothing but a machine with wbich to plunder other people. Angier stood there in the
treasury, like a lion at bay, and resisted him. The result is that the governor sets him
at defiance ; he issues his bonds vv'ithout the signature of the treasurer. He issued
some bonds and had the name of the treasurer engraved upon them without his con-
sent, and proposed to put them upou the market. Angier told him that if he did it he
would have him indicted for forgery, and he did not issue them. But he issued other
bonds, wifh tlie comptroller's name on tlicm ; at least so I am told, and I have no doubt
of it. I could not give you the details of all his acts. I declare that it is my honest
conviction that if the peoi)le of Massachusetts were to discover that their governor had
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robbed tLeir treasury to the extent ihi\b I tliiuk the records show that Governor Bul-
lock has the treasury of Georgia, the "solid men of Boston" would liaus: him in forty-

eight hours. I know how staid their habits; but there are certain things I do not
think they would submit to, that we do.

Question. Were the criminals pardoned by the governor convicted of crimes of the
highest class ?

Answer. I think there were some eighteen or twenty of them who were murderers;
that is my remembrance. I think a large portion of them had been convicted of the
highest offenses known to the law.

Question. Did this course of his make the people feel insecure?
Answer. Why, I have heard it said again and again, "hang him," or, "kill him, for if

you don't Bullock will pardon him after you have sent him to the penitentiary."
Question. Before the war the condition of your State was very sound ?

AiiKwer. It was sound as a mackerel.
Question. The State was not in debt?
Answer. Not to hurt; it had a little debt; it has the most splendid public work in.

the South ; of all the blundering ever seen, I think that about that public work takes
the lead ; Bullock called his right-hand man Friday down there and put him in the
railroad, with Mr. Burnett, who has been before you here; and I suppose eacli of them
knows as nmch about the running of a railroad as the learned pig Ben does about math-
ematics ; but that does not make any difference ; if they had been honest and faithful

men they could have called in those to helj) them who did know about it ; before the
war that railroad paid $600,000 a year over and above expenses.

Question. And owned by the State?
A^isiver. Owned by the State ; every dollar paid out of the treasury of the State; they

took charge of it, and the first month, if I remember correctly, they paid in $25,000;
the second month they paid in $20,000, and from that day to this they have never i:)aid

in one solitary quarter of a dollar.

Question. For wliat length of time?
Answer. I do not remember the jirecise time; it is going on two years.

Question. Had not Campbell Wallace, the former superintendent of the road, been
paying from §25,000 to $40,000 a mouth up to the time Blodgett took possession of the
road ?

Answer. I know he was paying something into the treasury, I will not state the
amount ; I know he had the confidence of the people ; he was regarded as a faithful,

honest man ; I know he paid into the treasury, but I will not state the amount, because
I have not the data before me, and I have not scrutinized them for some time, as I have
the accounts of Blodgett; the people have been compelled to look at them, and try to

stop them if possible.

Question. Has not the business of the road, both of freight and travel, increased dur-
ing the administiation of Blodgett?

Ansiver. Immensely. Governor Brown the other day, trying to vindicate the small-
ness of his rental, and giving the figures, admitted that the income for the month of
March was $128,000. Now, if you will take that and multiply it, I think you will liud

that the income for year will be over one and a half millions of dollars.

Question. Is it not a fact that a floating debt of $700,000 has accumulated on that
road in the mean time?
Answer. The treasurer reported some time ago tliat he had paid some four hundred

and odd thousand dollars of the debt of the road, and he had no knowledge of the
debts behind

;
perhaps those, with the debts that have becu liquidated, amount to

al)out $700,000 ; but where it will stop nobody knows.
Question. And in less than two years, under the administration of Bullock and Blod-

gett, a first-class paying road has been reduced so that it jiays nothing, with a debt of
$700,000 incurred u])on it?

Answer. Yes, sir; and its engines and track and running stock run down.
Question. AVith freight and travel largely increased?
Answer, Yes, sir.

Question. And under that state of facts was it not confidently believed by the people
of (icorgia that they had be^ni robbed bj' their governor?

Answ(r. By heavens! gentlemen, we know it.

Question. And is it not a fact that a body of men, composed in part of Geoi'gians, and
a portion of them being Columbus Delano, Secretary of the Interior; Simon Cameron,
a Senator from IVnnsylvania ; and Mr. Scott, vice-president of a I'ennsylvania railroad,

while your road was in that broken-d«wn condition, obtained a lease of it for twenty
years from your legislature, at $25,000 a month ?

Answer. Tliey did.

Question. Is it not believed to bo far below the true value of the road, except that
the people were glad to get anything, in order to get rid of the robbery that was going
on before ?

Ansiver. Tliat reconciled the peojde to the lease. Before they got nothing, and the
debt was accumulating. Governor Brown is the head of the company, the only man
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who perhaps before the war was guilty of treason, for he captured the public property
before Georgia seceded, and was perhaps the bitterest man, during the war, to Union
men, of whom I was one ; and now I am denounced everywhere by that same class of
men, who come here and get forgiveness fiom the Government ; I am denounced as

disloyal to the Government I tried to save, because I did not stand there and see them
plunder our government.

Qiiesiioii. Those men got your road under those circumstances?
Ansu-er. They did.

Quesficm. And it is believed by your people to be a combination, and while better

thau the Blodgett one, still a fraud upon the people f

Jnswer. Well, they do regard it as a terrible fraud.

Mr. Angler said on liis examination, (page 1571:)

Question. Has Kimball become a man of great reputed wealth ?

Aiistccr. I understood (I do not know that it is so) that he gave in his property
recently at $500,000. When he came there, three or four years ago, he was reported to
be bankrupt for a very large amount. I do not know whether he was or not. He now
pretends to own a hotel which, with furniture and everything in it, I would ijresume
to be worth not less than $600,000. Then he has bought this Brunswick road ; when
he pretended to buy it there had been issued to the road, I supjjose, $*200,000.

Question. Is he one of the lessees of the State road ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir; I think so ; he and Bullock run together in everything. I simply
form my judgment from what I see ; I have never seen the contract, and know nothing
about the matter except from outside appearances. I understand that he owns also a
majority of the stock of the bank there. He has taken stock in all the railroads. He
is president, I believe, of four of these new irailroad schemes gotten up lately.

Question. The Chattanooga and Atlanta Railroad belongs to the State, and is known
as the State road ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Give us, as briefly as you can, a historj^of the management of that road for

the last few years.

Answer. The road, two or three years before the war, paid about $450,000 net earn-
ings annually; sometimes it was over that, and sometimes a little under, I think.
Since the war the freight over that road has vastly increased. Furniture, hollow-ware,
agricultural implements, and everything of that kind, now go over that road from the
West, being manufactured in Cincinnati. That freight used to go generally over other
roads. Thus the business of the road is vastly increased. I understand that during
most of the business season eighteen freight trains a day have been running. Governor
Bullock is president of this road, ex officio. For the months of October, November, and
December, 1869, the road paid in nothing; Mr. Foster Blodget1i,was then treasurer. In
January, 1870, he paid in $25,000, and in February of the same year $20,000, making
$45,000. From that time up to the close of his administration, December,27, 1870, he
did not pay into the treasury one cent. Before I left, the treasurer of Georgia had paid
over $400,000 of outstanding debts against the road, and it was said there was still a
large amount behind.

Question. About how much

?

Ansicer. I do not know; I understood there were several hundred claims that had
not been passed upon.

Question. Was it believed that it would amount in all to $700,000 ?

Answer. It was reported by some of the officers of the road that it would amount to
that. That is simply a report ; I do not know that it is true.

Question. What has become of the money earned by the road ?

Answer. Well, sir, that is the inquiry of the people generally; they believe it has
been fraudulently used by the officers of that road. Nearly every man who had any-
thing to do with it came there poor ; Sir. Bullock, for one, never paid a cent of tax in
Georgia in his life, unless he paid it this year. I have looked at the records myself;
and up to last year, when the investigation of the committee was made, he had never
giveu in a cent of tax. He is now buying plantations and stocking them with line

English stock ; he has the best of everything, and lives very fast.

Question. What is,his salary?
Ansiver. Only $4,000 a year—not a third of his fiimily expenses; I do not believe it is

one-sixth. He remarked to a person that it woukl not feed his horses on oats. Every
one who has had anything to do with that road came there apparently poor ; and now
they are all buOding new houses, and riding in fiue carriages.

Question. In your opinion what ought that road under good honest management to
have i)nid the State ?

Answer. Mr. Jones, who was formerly treasurer o^ the State, and received the funds
of that road for eight years, stated to me that his last estimate, which was in 1867, was
$600,000 net earnings annually. Governor Brown, who was governor eight years, was
in my office a little over a year ago, and stated to me that he knew the business of that
road; that he had run it for eight years; that he kuew what the rate of freight was
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when lie ran it, and. what it was now; that ho had plantations on the road and was
very familiar with its business ; and that the road covild be made to pay, and ought to

pay at that time, $55,000 net earnings monthly. The estimate of Mr. Jones was
$600,000 a year, which would be $50,000 a month.

Question. The road has since been leased to a party of gentlemen?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Who compose that party?
Answer. Mr. Cameron, Mr. Delano, Mr. Thomas A. Scott, Mr. Kimball, Mr. Richard

Peters, Mr. John P. King, Joe Brown, and others.

Question. Do Kimball and Joe Brown hold auy more than one share each ?

Ansiccr. I do not know anything about that ; they keep these things covered up.

Question. The governor is not ostensibly in that lease ?

Answer. No, sir; if he is represented at all, I think it is in some fictitious way.
Question. Has any effort been made to conceal the true state ofthe indebtedness and

liabilities of the State of Georgia ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The law requires the treasurer to make reports of all bonded indebt-

edness—the amount of interest and bonds falling due. The treasurer is sworn to do
this. This thing had been covered up so much in darkness by Governor Bullock, that

I wrote to Mr. Clews, requesting him to give me a statement of the bonds he had
received, the amount hypothecated, the amount sold, at what iirice, and wliat disposi-

tion had been made of the proceeds. My son presented the letter to Mr. Clews. Mr.

Clews immediately telegraphed to Governor Bullock, stating Avhat I wanted. Governor
Bullock telegraphed to Mr. Clews to answer no questions at all, and stated that if I

wanted to know such things I could learn them at his office. I wrote him a letter ask-

ing for that information ; but I got no answer. The day J wrote the letter he was not

there ; but he got there before I left. I wrote a letter to his secretary, requesting a

statement in relation to the bonds of some of the railroads. I got no answer belbre I

left, though the governor had returned and was in his othce. The secretary, when my
son went up, said that he could not answer it, and that he wovild refer it to Governor
Bullock. I got a letter from my soh lately, stating that it has never been answered.

The attempt is to keep all that matter concealed.

Question. The attempt of the governor and his friends who ought to give the infor-

mation ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. They have it and can give it. you think?
Answer. Yes, sir, certainly. I have here the statement of the party who engraved

those bonds, showing that the governor has had four million of gold bonds engraved

—

out-and-out State bonds.

General John B. Gordon, when examined, said, (see page 314
:)

Question. In other words, great discontent has grown up in your State out of

what is believed by the people to be the general plundering of the State by the gov-

ernment ?

Ansioer. Yes, sir ; I think that is the prime source of dissatisfaction now in our

State. I think it absorbs more of the thoughts of the people and annoys them more
than anything else. This magnificent piece of propi'jty, the State road, wliich they

had built, and which had been to them a source of so much pride, has been almost

plucked out of their hands. Hence a very large number of the citi.-^eus of Georgia are

quite reconciled to the present lease of the road, tliougli it pays only $25,000 a month.

They are very glad that the State should get that. In this view, a great many ol our

people are quite satisfied with that lease. They think it is better to get that than to

get nothing, as they would if the recent method of management on the road had been

continued. Under that management, as they believed, the road would have becu

utterly destroyed.
Question, lias your legislature been making large grants and donations in aid of

railroads ?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir. Nearly every road that has been chartered in our State has re-

ceived State aid, as they call it, by the State indorsing the bonds of the road, to the

amount of from $12,000 to $10,000 per mile.

Question. Was this done by a republican legislature ?

Answer-. Yes, sir ; the legislature that did this was largely republican. We have

had no legislature since that one.

Question. All llu; legislation which has been enacted within the last two or three

years, in Gtorgia, has been enacted by a republican lcgislat\ire ?

Answer. Entirely so.

Question. Was it not a legislature. made republican, not by the people, but by the

interference of the F(^deral Government ?

Ansiver. It was u legislature elected partly by the people. It Avould have been dem-

ocratic but for the interference of General Teny and tlie military authorities of the

State, under the last " re-reconstruction" act, as we call it in Georgia.
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But it is imuecessary to elaborate by accumulating further evitleiice.

The country knows that Georgia has been robbed out of uiiJlions on
millions by her radical governor and his minions, mainly through the ,

instrumentality of a legislature elected by the bayonets of General Terry's
soldiers, under the direction and by the order of the President of the
United States. That usurpation has cost Georgia thirty millions of dol-

lars—more than it is pretended IsTew York, with all her wealth, lost by all

the maladministration of her rulers—and she lost it all by the wanton
and flagrant usurpation of the President, who placed General Terry, as
his orders show, over her to turn, out legally elected democratic repre-

sentatives, and install radicals in tlieir places who had been defeated,
by whose votes all tkese schemes of iniquitj^ and plunder Avere ijerpe- *

trated.

ELECTION LAWS.

Previous to the passage of the act entitled "An act to provide for an
election and to alter and amend the laws in relation to the holding of
elections," approved October 3, A. D. 1870, (which act was popularly
known as the Akermau election law,) elections in Georgia were held at
the different precincts in each county on one and the same day. These-
precincts were established l)y the court of ordinary of each county at such
places as would best suit the convenience of voters under the constitu-

tion and laws of the State. These courts alone had the right to " make
orchange election i)recincts." The legislature had no such power. The act
of Octobers, 1870, above referred to, altered the law and provided that the
election for members of Congress, legislature, sheriffs, and other countj'

oiBcers, should commence on the 20th day of December, A. D. 1870, and
continue between the hours fixed by law for three separate days, to wit,

the 20ih, 21st, and 22d days of December, therebj" requiring tlie elec-

tion to be held in each county for three days instead of one day, thus
a.ffordiug an opportunity to the vicious and unprincipled voter to cast
his vote in at least three difierent counties for the same candidate for

y Congress, and for the same candidate for State senator, and for mem-
bers of the legislature and county officers of three different counties.

The charge was very geuerallj" made that it was so framed for.the pur-

pose of aiding fraudulent voting in the interest of the republican party.

That portion of the eighth section of said act which prohibits any jjer-

son from challenging a vote, although the vote may have been known
to be an illegal one, was justly liable to that criticism.

The third section of said act provides that said election shall be man-
aged and superintended at the several court-houses at the county seats,

and at any election precincts that may exist or be established in any
incorporated and organized city or town, by managers chosen as follows,

to wit : The governor of the State, with the advice and consent of the
senate, to appoint three, and the ordinary of each county two, tit and
proper persons to hold the election at tlie precincts above referred to,

and that three of the five persons so apj^ointed should be authorized to
hold said election. This portion of said act changed the old law, at least

so far as related to the i^recincts at the several county seats and all

incorporated cities and towns, thus enabling an unscrupulous, pi^rtisan

executive to exclude fair men and put a majority of his own partisans

as managers of said election, and also to prevent the holding of an
election at any of the said precincts by iaibng or refusing to appoint
the three managers which the law directed he should appoint. This act

failed to make any provision for the holding of the election at the pre-

cincts aforesaid in the event the executive should fail or refuse to appoint
the three managers as aforesaid. Another objection to this portion of

23 K]^
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•said act is tliat it was a deception upon the entire people of the State,

as exhibited by the election returns made to the secretary of state. No
returns were made to said officer except from i)recincts at county seats

and incorporated cities and towns. There were a number of other pre-

cincts in each county at which no election was held, for the reason that

the people believed and acted upon the idea that said precincts had
been abolished by the act of October 3, 1870, and that if an election

liad been held at such precincts the votes there cast would have been
thrown out and not counted, notwithstanding? the constitution of the

State provides that the legislature shall not have the power to " make
or change election precincts." This deceptive outrage upon the people

* caused a great number in each county to go from ten to twenty-odd
miles in cold, winter weather, and over bad roads, to the county seats or

incorporated cities or towns to cast their votes, while the aged, iniirra,

and poor men who lived at a distance from such i^recincts were virtually

prohibited from voting. We incorporate sections four, seven, and eight

of the bill as part of this report

:

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the goveruor of the State, by and with the advice and
consent of the senate, as soon after the passage of this act as possible, to appoint three,

and the ordinary of each county tAvo, fit and proper persons of intelligence and moral
worth, for each election precinct established at the county court-house, or in any city or

incorporate town in this State ; and said live persons, or any three or more of them,
Diay, and shall hold the election at said court-house and precincts in such city or town.

Sec. 7. In addition to the duties now prescribed by law for the managers of elections,

it shall be the duty of said managers to preserve order at and near the polls, but they
shall ihave no power to refuse ballots of any male person of apparent full age, a

resident of the county, who has not previously voted at the said election.

Sec. 8. They shall not permit any person to challango any vote, or hinder, or delay,

or interfere with any other person in the free and speedy casting of his ballot.

The seventh section of said act, it will be observed, i)rovided that said

managers of election should " have no power to refuse ballots of any mate
person of apparent /jt^i age, a resident of the county, who had not pre-

viously voted at the said election." Under this section a minor of appar-

ent full age could have voted, and also foreigners unnaturalized, and all

other persons who had not resided in the State six months and in the

county thirty days prior to the election, provided they were residents

of the co\inty on the day of the election. • The constitution of the State

provides that all voters shall be twenty-one years of age, and, if a

foreigner, naturalized, or has legally declared his intention to become a

citizen of the United States, and resided in the State six months and
in the county thirty days next preceding the election.

The eighth section provides that said manjigersof the election " shall

not pernnt any person to challenge any vote, or hinder, or delay, or in-

tcrfV^re with any other person in the free and speedy casting of his

ballot."

General John B. Gordon, of Atlanta, testified more fully as to the

effect of this law than any one else. He said, (see page 310
:)

QucHtion. Give us a bird's-eye view of the election law of Georgia ; how the elections

are managed and controlled ; what partieshave tiie power to count your ballots, &c., and
sfjeak particularly about the last election in Atlanta ; its fairness or unfah-ness, as we
have had before us a gentleman named Rockafellow, who has undertaken to give us
some information on that point.

Jnmver. The election law of Georgia is a general law passed by the last legislature,

under which our people felt so discouraged immediately after it was passed that

the general feeling was not to attempt to do anything in tlic State at all. We
believed it was x><wsed with the intention of carrying tho State for the republican

party. For instance, one of the provisions of the law was that there should bo no
challenging for any cause whatever. Our people believed that, as there were in the

State a vast number of ignorant young negroes from sixteen to twenty-on<; years, who
did not know their age at all, and who could be imposed on by those people who wca-e

trying to get them to vote through tho Leagues, there was no sort of protection for

:he ballot-box in that direction, in the next place, a negro in many cases could not
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be identified. A mass of negroes in one place are in appearance very much like a mass
of negroes elsewhere. For instance, if you ^vere to meet a negro in the street, unless
you had a personal acquaintance with hiin, you might not distinguish him from another
negro -whom you might meet ^t the next corner. It is well known that negroes are
harder to identify than white men. The idea of not allowing challenges at the polls
was very discouraging to our people. Many of them said, " It. is no use t« attempt to
do anything at the election ; we may jnet as well let the other party have it their own
way; they will import negroes from other States, and from one "county to another,
during the thi-ee days of the election ; and it is idle for us to attempt to do anything."
Another provision of the law was that no one except an officer in charge of the election
should go within thirty feet of the polls, except those who went to vote. Another pro-
vision was, that the governor should appoint for each voting place three commissioners,
and that the ordinaries of the county, who were almost entirely republicans, should
appoint two others ; the result was that when democrats were nominated by the ordi-
naries, they were not confirmed by the senate. There were some exceptions to this
rule ; but for some cause or other the democratic nominees for commissioners did not
appear upon the otBcial list of commissioners for the State. Even if the ordinaries in
every instance had nominated democrats, and the nominees had been confirmed by the
senate, the republicans would still have had a majority of the commissioners; for the
governor appointed three out of every five; but in many instances the officers named
by the ordinaries were republicans ; sometimes, as I have said, when they were demo-
crats, they were not confirmed by the senate, but republicans would be jjut in their
places. Under this state of circumstances, the a^jprehensiou in Georgia was, that if we
should undertake to do anything at the electiou, we would simply waste our efforts,
without being able to accomplish anything, and would only feel a sense of outrage in
the end. Hence there was a general disposition in favor of letting the thing pass
without effort.

Question. Was not the precinct system also broken up?
Anirner. The precinct system was broken up. In a large majority of counties the

votes were all to be polled at the court-house. There may have been a few exceptions
iu some of the counties, but in a large majority of the counties the voting was to be
done at the county seat. Our people felt that that was very antagonistic t« their
interests, for the reason that it was very imx^ortant that white men who lived remote
from the county seat should be at home at the particular season when the election was
to be held, as it was about the time of the Christmas holidays, and at such times there
is a general disorganization of everything. About the end of the year there is a general
breaking up and roaming of the negroes over the count^J^ At that time there is no
work being done ; and it is a time when most of the white people feel that they cannot
very well go away from home. In view of all these difficulties, the white people felt

that it was hardly worth their while to attempt to do anything. That was the feeling
immediately after the law was passed. There was, however, a reaction: and they
determined to make an houest etibrt to try to keep outside of the limits prescribed
around the polls, but to endeavor to prevent, by argnment, solicitation, and protest with
the republican leaders in the particular counties, any gross violation of the general law
of the State, to prevent in that way any man from voting who was not twenty-one
years of age, or who was not a citizen of the State or a citizen of the county iu which
ho offered to vote. In Atlanta, where I was, the contest during the first day of the
election did not wax warm at all. The whites felt discouraged, and they remained
away from the polls almost entirely. In Atlanta the first day was giveu up pretty
much to the blacks. The second day the whites began to go to the polls ; and I think
they were mainly carried there by the information that was disseminated all over the
town, that Foster Blodgett, who had charge at that time of the State road, and whose
son was a candidate for the legislature in that county, contrary, as the people thought,
to all law, (for he was not acitizeu of the county, as we thought and still think,) was
bringing in train-loads of negroes from other counties to vote in Atlanta.

General A. E. Wright, of Augusta, said, (see page 274:)
Question. Under your election laws, as now arranged, would a majority T>f the

appointees of the governor, and of those appointed by the ordinaries, subject tro con-
firmation by the Senate, and generally uncontirnied unless they belong to the republi-
can party, always be republicans ; and would it be possible for the democrats to exer-
cise any frauds in the counting of votes or the receiving of them ?

Anstcer. The law authorizes these managers to take the ballot-boxes home with them
at night, for the three nights tliey have charge of them.

Question. And these managers are republicans, a majority of them?
Ansiuer. They are obliged to be, because the governor appoints three of the five

managers of the county, and they constitute a majority. If tho ordinaries should
appoint their full number of democrats, and they were confirmed, there would only be
two in a county, leaving the apjjointees of the governor in the majority. In tho town
where I live, with four or five thousand votere. there were four managers of elections
there, and they were all four republicans. The first night they proposed that one of
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tlie republican managers sLould take the ballot-box borne with him, while another
rei^ublicau manager put the key in his jiocket. The democrats said that could not be
done. There was no riot, but there was a determination shown that the ballot should
be protected. Finally, it was agreed between the candidates on either side that a
member from each party should be selected to sit up with the box all night, and that

was done. Each party designated a man to stay with the managers of elections, so

careful were we that there should not be frauds. We were satisfied that if there was a
fair election we could carry the State ; and we were determined, if we could prevent
it, that there should be no ballots thrown out. We had nothing to gain by having
ballots thrown out; it vi'as not necessary, as we thought, to resort to frauds, even if we
bad been disposed to do it, because we were confident that we would carry the State.

Question. And you had not the power even if you had been so disposed?
Ansv:-cr. No ; they had the power themselves.

We tliiuk it very clear, from the provisions of tbe Georgia constitu-

tion, that the law i^rohibiting the right of challenge was an uncon-
stitutioDai enactment. Article 2 provides :

Section 1. In all elections by the people, the electors shall vote by ballot.

Sec. 2. Every male person born in the United States, and every male person who
has been naturalized, or who has legally declared his intention to become a citizen of

the United States, twenty-one years old, or upward, who shall have resided in this State

sis months next precediug the election, and shall have resided thirty days in the county-

in which he offers to vote, and shall have paid all taxes which may have been required

of him, and which he may have had an opportunity of paying, agreeably to law, for

the year next preceding the election, (except as hereinafter provided,) shall bo deemed
an elector; and every male citizen of the United States, of the age aforesaid, (except

as hereinafter provided,) who may be a resident of the State at the time of the adoption
of this constitution, shall be deemed an ele3tor, and shall have all the rights of an
elector, as aforesaid : Provided, That no soldier, sailor, or marine in the military or naval
service of the United States shall acquire the rights of an elector by reason of being
stationed on duty in this State; and no jierson shall A'ote, ^^ho, if challenged, shall

refuse to take the following oath :

" I do swear that I have not given or received, nor do I expect to give or receive, any
money, treat, or other thing of value, by which my vote, or any vote, is aifected, or

expected to be affected, at this election, nor have I given or promised any reward, or

made any threat, by M'hich to prevent any person from voting at this election."

It will be observed that the constitution of Georgia assumes as an
undoubted and indisputable fact that the right of challenge exists, just

a^s the Constitution of the United States assumes the existence of the

right to the writ of habeas corpus in the provision that it shall not be
abridged, except in the cases and under the circumstances specified.

LOUISIANA.

The financial condition of Louisiana is very fully set forth in the
official papers accompanying the letter of James Graham, auditor, and
there is no contradiction of them, iiom any quarter, that we are aware
of.

Document A, attached to this report, shows that on the 1st day ot

Jauuarv, 18G1, the State debt and liabilities amounted to $10,099,-

074 34,'and the total tax for 18G1 was 29^. cents on the $100, slaves taxed
as real estate. The auditor states it, in 1808, at $14,317,051 (52. On
the 1st day of June, 1871, the debts and liabilities of the State, exclud-

ing those declared unconstitutional, amounted to $41,194,473 91.

!Phe auditor furnishes a statement, marked B, of esti-

mated receipts of the State for tlie year 1871, and of
expenditures, under acts of the general assembly of

the same year, made up to June, 1871, with a list of

the acts, which shows expenditures amounting to. . . $14, 111, 853 50
Receipts 4, 700, 119 00

Excess of expenditures 9, 345, 733 50

Exhibit B is as follows

:



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 357

OOOOOOOOOOOi-^i-'^000::;:CiOO^OO—•fOOiOOOU'-S

o"o" o" o" o"o"o"o"o"o" cj"oTo ??" cTo" o' z-^ cT t-" o" oo ,-r t-^~
o" o" irf r-

ic c o re lo o o o lo o c>» i- to o rpo '^ o u3 •:;( c< i-* <xj
Ct O Ct C^ C» r-i '^ I- CO 1-. —

*

O O ^J LT

i--:)
1 1
— o o o

(ij I
»-- c:! o o

—r it o'cTo"©"

oo



558 KEPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

In his accomptmying letter lie says

:

Document marked A contains a full statement of the debts of the State, present and
eventual, up to the 1st of June, 1871. This does not include, however, the bonded
obligations, and other debts contracted by the general assembly of this State during
its session of 1671, and which are detailed in document B ; all of which debts, that are

not necessary " to meet the interest on the public debt, and the current expenses of
the necessary State agencies to jireserve the government," having been declared uncon-
stitutional by a recent decision of our sui)reme court.

The auditor has lately sent us the following statements

:

Appropriations made hij the general assemhly, sessions of 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, and 1871.

Tear.

1867
18G8
1869
1870
1870
1871

Bourts.

$7, 050, 000 00
1, 140, 000 00

10, 355, 000 00
8, 634, 000 00
3, 525, 000 00
7, 987, 500 00

Other appro-
priatious.

Total.

$2, 940, 98-2 51

2, 128, 188 03

2, 604, 412 54
87G, 169 70

3, 221, 613 49

8, 107, 822 99

§9, 990, 982 51

3, 268, 188 08
12, 959, 412 54
9, 510, 169 70

6, 746, G;3 49
K;, 185, 322 99

Eemaiks.

Ilegular session.
Extra session.

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct statement of the appropriations made
by the general assembly, sessions of 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, and 1871.

[seal.]
'

JAS. GRAHAM, Auditor.

State of Louisiana, Auditor's Office,
l^"ew Orleans, Nacemher 25, 1871.

The assessed value of all the taxable property in the State, according
to the assessments for 1870, now being collected, (in 1871) $243,870,274 61

Of the above amount there is in the city ofNew Orleans, $143, 592, 937 00
And in the country 100,277,337 61

The aggregate tax is 14| mills on the dollar, or $1 45 on the $100,

or 1.45 per cent., making

For assessing, the assessors in the city and the collectors in the country
are allowexl 5 per cent, on the amount of the tax, making the com-
mission for assessing, (see section 49, acts 1871, No. 42)

243,870,274 61

3,536,118 98

176, 805 94

For collecting, in all the parishes excejjt the parish of Orleans, 10 per
cent, on the amount collected and paid in, making for the country
l)arishes 145, 392 14

For collecting in the first and second districts, 5 per cent., making
amount for collecting in these districts 81, 031 92

In the other districts, in the parish of Orleans, 10 per cent, is allowed
collectors for all collected paid in, making (see section 75, acts 1871,

No. 42) 45,045 91

Total for collectiut

The licenses collected in the State amount to about $600, 000.

The conimi.ssion for collecting is 10 percent, all over the State, except
in the first and second collection districts in New Orleans, in which
about one-half the auiouut is collected, where the connuissions are 5
per cent., making approximately

Add the commissions for collecting the property-tax

Cost of collecting

Add cost of assessing

We have cost of assessing and collecting for the year 1871

.

271,519 97

45,000 00
271,519 00

310, 519 00
176,805 00

493,324 00
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If the plan of taking the assessment made by the city authorities for the State as-

sessment, and having the State taxes in the city collected hj the city collector, there
will be a saving to the State of all it now costs to assess and collect the State taxes iu
the city, which will be

—

For assessing $194,104
For collecting 126,127
For collecting licenses 45, 000

Amount saved in the city 275, 231

This proposes to reduce the percentage for assessing in the country parishes
from 5 to 2 per cent., which is an ample compensation for that service ; the
saving will be 43,621

And reduce the percentage for collecting iu the country from 10 to 6 per cent.
will make a saving of 58, 156

Making the aggregate saving 377, 008

for assessing and collecting the taxes of the State, enough to pay the salaries of any
officer in the State, including the judges of all the courts; leaving ample comj)eu-
sation to the collectors.

The legislature at the last session appropriated $625,000 to pay the expenses of the
general assembly ; this amount has been exhausted, and it is undei'stood the commis-
sion appointed by the court to investigate alleged frauds in the issue of warrants will
report over $200,000 of warrants yet outstanding.

If there was a law jtassed defining the number of employes and making definite all

the expenses that cotild be incurred by the general assembly the sura of $125,000 would
be found to be ample, even more than enough. The largest amount ever appropriated
before the war for this purpose was $100,000, for an ordinary session. Theu, if no more
is paid by the State for the expenses of the last legislature than was appropriated,
$625,000 ; if the expenses of the siibseqttent sessions are reduced to an amount not to
exceed $125,000, wo have a saving, alone in this item of $500,000.
The next item that demands attention is the amount paid for pttblic printing. The

approj)riatiou made for that purpose in 1871 was $390,000. The largest amount ever
appropriated for that purpose before the war, when the laws and journals were printed
in both English and French, was $60,000, generally below $40,000. With a printing
la,w lixiug a fair compensation for public printing, and confining it to tl^e State proper,
as it was done before the war, $50,000 will be an ample amount. This will be a^ saving
of $240,000.

The above items of excessive expenses alone amotmt to the sum of $1,117,000 Besides
these amounts there is an immeuse amount in the general appropriation bill of 1871
of extravagant and unnecessary appropriations; such, for instance, as $150,000, all of
which has been drawn for the arming, equipping, and uuiformiug the State militia. No
part of this appropriation should have been used this year, (1871,) and this amount has
been uselessly expended.
The fourth clatisc of the one hundred and seventy-fifth section of the Revised Statute

Laws of the State of Louisiana, makes it the duty of the auditor of public accounts to
submit to the consideration of the general assembly, at the commencement of each
regular session thereof, " such plans as he may deem expedient for the support of the
public credit, for lessening the public expenses, for promoting frugality and economy
in the public offices, and generally for the better management and more perfect under-
standing of the fiscal aifairs of this State."

Under that provision Le made an elaborate rejiort, from which we
extract the following

:

Something ought to be done to promote the more general payment of the poll-tax-;
or, if this does not admit of remedy, to lessen the expiyises of collecting it. At present
it is i)aid by a comparatively small number of those who are subject to no other State
tax. Except iu comimratively rare cases, it is paid only by property-holders, and the
greater part of the money thus collected is absorbed in compensating assessors and tax
collectors. In the second district of New Orleans, for instance, the assessment for poll-

tax on the roll of 1869 called for 10,146 jjersons

—

Equal to .• $10,146 00
Of which was collected only 1,911 00

Leaving amount not collected 6, 235 00
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Amount collected as aliove "^ $1 911 00
From ^YhicIl deduct assessor's commission on 10,146 names, at 10
percent ,^1,014 CO

Tax collector's commission on ,$1,911, at 5 per cent 95 55

Total commission of assessors and collectors 1,110 15

Net amount in treasury 800 85

Four mills on each dollar, " for the purpose of supporting the goveiTiment of the
State, of ])aying the public debt, and of promoting the public interest thereof,"
in accordance with secticm one of act No. G8, extra session of 1870 4

Tivo mills on each dollar, for the support of the free public schools of the State, to
comply' with the requirements of section thirty-four of act No. 6 of the extra
session of 1870 2

Four and a half mills on each dollar, to provide for the payment of the interest to
become due in 1871, upon all State bonds, except the interest on levee bonds, in
compliance with section nine, act No. G8, extra session of 1870, and known as the
"interest tax fund" 4^

One and a half inills on the dollar, to meet the maturity of the coupons of interest,

to fall due in 1871, for the benefit of the levee bonds, issued under act No. 115, of
1867, and known as the " levee tax fund," and additionally to conform to the re-

quirements of section six of the said act 1^
Two and a half mills on the dollar, as provid(;d for under act No. 32, of 1870, for the
payment of interest and part of the principal of the bonds issued under said act,

which bonds are i>ayable in five years from the date of issue 2^

14i

The wliolo forming an aggregate oi fourteen and a half mills on each dollar.

This is a rate of taxation nearly twice as largo as ever levied before; and when con-
sidered in connection with the taxes imposed on the people by our cities and parishes,
should not be continued a moment longer than necessary. The only way to bring
about their reduction at an early day is by the adoption of, and adherence to, a ]'igid

rule of economy, an avoidance of all unnecessary expenses, and a steady refusal to give
the money or to lend the credit of the State m aid of private enterprises. The consti-
tution (if the Stateof Illinois, adopted in July, 1870, forbids the appi'opriation of money
out of the treasury in any private law or for any but pul)lic purposes. Tlu! supreme
court of Michigan, in the case of The People ex rvl. The Detroit and Howell Railroad
Company, r.s. The .Township Board of Salem, recently pronounced raihoad-aid lasvs

unconstitutional. These are but indicati(ms of a growing sentiment observable every-
where in the nation, that the money raised by taxation should be used solely for the
support of government, and not lent or given away to individuals or corporations. And
seeing that for all the vast sums the State has expended (in aid, for instance, of rail-

roads which are not now in existence) we have not a dullar to show, we shoidd not be
among the last in conforming to a policy which promises to form a new and advanced
epoch in our political history.

The exhibit made by tins officer is certainly a very bad one, especially

tlie last senteuce quoted, to wit: "For all the vast sums the iState has
e.xpeuded (in aid, for iustaiK-e, ol' railroads ^vhich are not now in ex-

istence) we have not a dollar to show," &c., &C., when it is recollected

that the debt had been increased, as he shows, from $-10.01)9,074 32 in

18G1, to 841,194,473 91 on the 1st day of June, 1871, and the excess of
expenditures over receipts, -under acts of the i;eneral assembly of 1871,
is estimated at $9,345,733 oO, and all that under a State eonstitutiou
which jtrohibits the State from incurring liabilities beyond the amount
of $25,000,000.

It did not require the developments which the recent quarrels among
the radical rulers in Louisiana have exhibited to satisfy the country that
fraud, coruiption, bribery, and extortion were the order of the day there

as well as in the other States under radical carpet-bag rule. I'erhaps

the kind of men and their ways of doing things are exposed a little

more sharply than would otherwise have been by reason of the quarrel

now going on ; we have no doubt all they say about Ciich other is true,

and much remains untold.
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A few specimens from tlie 'speeches of Governor Warmoth, when he
and his friends were excluded by the Federal officials and soldiers from
the custom-house convention, v^ill give an idea of the characters now
figuring as the leaders in Louisiana ])olitics.

The governor first takes up his chief antagonist, George W. Carter,
and says

:

This ejeiitlcmnn arraigns me. He says I have done some big things in this State

—

that I have made a big fortune ; that I have created for the State of Louisiana a big
debt, and I forget irhat other big thing he charged me with. How did George W.
Carter become fauiiliar with my bank account? Who of this audience can tell me
how much money I had when I went intOjOffice, and how much money I have now?
How did this apostate angel get his inforuiatiou? [Laughter.] Does he suppose
Lecause in one short session of the legislature he was capable of making enough money
to buy a valuable residence in New Orleans, and to spend in one night seventeen hun-
dred dollars in a gambling-honse, that, therefore, upon his own experience in making
money out of an official position, it follows that I must have made a considerable for-
tune in the Ihree years I have been governor ? It may be that I have made money

;

it may be that I have taken bribes; it may be that I have prostituted the high office

you have given me for my personal aggrandizement. It may be I am guilty of
all these sins of commmission as well as omission that he has charged against me;'but
if this is true, why don't this man arraign me before the legislature and have me turned
out of office I

Mr. Carter says I have created a big debt. Turn to the record of the last session of
the legislature. Look at the number of bills passed making large appro])riations of
bonds and money for various i)urposes. Every one of them had George Yv . Carter's
vote or support. [Applause.] And he got his quid pro quo for his services in every
single case. [Applause.] Does he remember the one million four huudred thousand
dollars intended to be given to the warehouse company ? Or does he remember this
grand levee scheme, fastened upon the i^eople of the State, taking millions out of the
people's pockets I

Next Charles W. Lowell, and speaks of him thus

:

He did indorse and support, in a long-winded argiiment, the celebrated Ship Island
Canal bill, [laughter,] which was to take all the public land of the United States that
they supposed to be lying around loose in the suburbs of the city of New Orleans. He
was to have this great franchise. His lungs were strong and his A'oice was loud Avheu
he stood up to advocate this ini<iuitous measure, which I say to-day has done more to
injure the republican party, in the minds of the people of this city and State, than any
otlier bill that was ever passed. [Applause.] My sin of omission that this gentleman
charges me with was that I would not sign it. [Applause.] I vetoed his bill, notwith-
standing that a gentleman connected with the enterprise was kind enough to offer me
five hundred thousand dollars of their stock.

oSText S. B. Packard, of whom he says

:

There is another sin of omission I committed, [laughter and applause;] but the
thing that turned the whole tide; that destroyed me in his estimation forever; that
made him thiuk that I was going over to the democratic party, was that I refused to
sign the Nicolson pavement bill, which was to take out of the State treasury two hun-
dred and fifty thousand dollars for payiug St. Charles avenue. Now you see if Carter
had been there he would have signed that bill, for in theUrst i>lace he would not have
wanted to incur the enmity of the chairman of the State central committee ; and,iu
the second place, fifty thousand dollars is a magnificent compensation for writing one's
uame. [Cheers and laughter.]

He next disposes of James B. Casey, the brother-in-law of the Presi-
dent, and his friend Felix Herwig, thus

:

My friend Jim Casey is a clever fellow. He hasn't sense enough to be a bad fellow.
[Laughtei-.] A man to bo a bad fellow must have some character—he hasn't any.
[Much laughter.] That little native of Jerusalem, Felix Herwig, [laughter,] leads him
round by the nose and takes him up stairs and down stairs, and puts him first in one
corner and then in another, and Casey doesn't know while Herwig is dc^ug all this

that he is filling the custom-house with his relations. Casey don't know to-day* that
Herwig's brother is chief of the bonded warehouse department ; that another brother
owns bonded warehouse No. 6, class 3; that a brother-in-law is chief weigher; and
Casey doesn't know that Herwig has been scheming and plotting aud i)lanning to get
Ullman, another brothter-iu-law, appointed chief appraiser. [Laughter and cheers.] He
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ilou't know enough to see that -with Herwig chief deputy, one brother chief of bonded
warehouse department, another brother owning the general-order warehouse, a brother-
in-law chief weigher, and another chief appraiser, Felix Herwig could, in twelve
months, steal the United States as poor as a rat! [Loud and long-continued laugliter

and cheers.] It was because I was not in favor of putting all Mr. Herwig's brotliers

and brothers-in-lavr into the custom-house that Herwig conies to the conclusion that
" I am not for Graut ," and he comes to Casey at midnight and early dawn, at break-

fiist, dinner, and supper, and says, " Casey, Warmoth is not sound on the Grant ques-

tion." [Laughter.] He is not sound on the Grant question, because he is not in favor

of putting brother-in-law UUman into the appraiser's office. [Laughter and cheers.]

But even "Herwig has some lucid intervals. There are times when the sun, in all its

force, will break through the dark clouds over the custom-house. Herwig sometimes
says, '• Ui)ou my soul, I do believe Warmoth is in favor of Grant, and is sound on the

negro question. I believe there is a good deal said that is wrong against him, but, by
G—d, he will not let Casey and me make any money ; that is the only objection I have
to him. Why, he had my name—notwithstanding I was State senator—he or his

friends—and he ought to control his friends—had my name stricken out of the levee

bill, and it cost me ten thousand dollars to get an incorporate interest in it." [Laughter.]
Just think of it ! Doesn't this prove I am unsound on the negro question ? Would you
not hesitate after this before sending me to the next national convention, knowing
from all of this evidence that I should vote against Grant ? [Apx)lause and laughter.]

Speaking of Joliu N. Walch, lie says :

I won't tell you the reason that he is indignant with me now, nor how mad he be-

came when Packard and tliat crowd sent him to me to offer me fifty thousand dollars

cash if I would sign the Nicholson pavement bill. I refused, and he made up his mind
immediately thasi was not for Grant. [Laughter and cheers.]

It will be tmderstood from these extracts what sort of men control

the once great State of Louisiana. The other side were equally compli-

mentary in their remarks on the governor and his friends. As we said,

it is highly probably that both sides told the truth as to each other. It

is evidentdiat if the State of Louisiana is not taken out of their clutches

very soon she will be hopelessly bankrupt.

Colonel Carter, in his speech made the other day to the people of IS'ew

Orleans, thus speaks of tlfe governor and his administration

:

Louisiana is affected with worse laws and worse administrators thereof thau can bo

found in any ten States of the Union. Henry Clay Warmoth is the Boss Tweed of

Louisiana, except that that amiable villain, with all his infamies, is a gentleman and a
saint compared with the unscrupulous despot who lills the executive chair of this

State. From the great deep of the popular heart comes up the demand for hona-fide

and radical reform. Who is Henry Clay Warmoth ? I knew him belbre he Avas gov-

ernor. He came in your midst poor and an adveuturei', and ho has been elected to

office, and gradually "by corruption and all the questionable means resorted to by the

political denjagogue, abusing the coutidence of a simple hearted and conliding i)eople,

ho has gradually accxuircd and holds power more despotic than any King in Europe,

and patronage more abundant and potent than any five governors in the Union.

Through the'registration and election laws he makes voters and controls elections.

Through his patronage he poisons public virtue and corrupts public officers; and,

through the Metropolitan police, militia, and constabulary laws, he intimidates and
coerces those whom he cannot corrupt. With executive powers the largest ])Osible ho

has nefariously absorbed, in many instances, judicial i)ower, and manii)u]ated and con-

trolled the leg'islative department of the State, and all this for the per]tetuatiou of his

power and the aggrandizement of his ])artisans, ratlier than for the i)ublie >veal. He
had kingly prerogatives given him, not for .pc^rsonal ends, but |for the benelit of the

people, an'd it was expected, in the exercise therectf, to confer royal benefactions upon
the people who elected him to power and charged liim with the safe keeping of their

interests. What return has he nuvde? This beggar, made a king, has done nothing

ade(iuate to his opportunities and his powers, but made most beggarly return for the

trust put in his hands.

. On the 3()th day of November, 1871, the Democratic Central Commit-

tee issued an address to the people, in which- they make the following

statement

:

The party in power is alone responsible for the increase of taxation beyond all pre-

cedent and'tlui tliree-fold increase of the State debt, resulting mainly from venality and

speculation, and evidently tending to the eventual confiscation of the property of an

impoverished people.
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To illustrate the extent of our finaacial embarrassments and the urgent need of re-

form, consider that the annual interest, alone, on the bonded debt of the State exceeds
the sum of one million dollars. Under the existing revenue laws, fifteen percent, of tho
amount of taxes collected will barely cover the expense necessary to place it into the
vaults ot the treasury. The constantly decreasing value of property, the increasing
deficit in receipts, compared with current expenses ; the annual payment of this enor-
mous interest account ; the impaired credit of the State ; ihe incompetency of our finan-

cial agents, together with the depressed condition of trade, and the unfavorable aspect
of our agricultural interests, present to the intelligent and thoughtful a financial pros-

pect calculated to arouse the most serious apprehensions and to stimulate the most
ai)athetic to earnest and persistent action.

The very warrants of the State, notwithstanding the heavy taxes wrung from the
people, are hawked about the streets at fifty cents on the dollar, as if possibly the State
might be on the verge of bankruptcy. And repudiation—the very idea of which was
once so repulsive—had become a familiar word with a people whose credit and good faith

were proverbial under democratic administrations.

All the elections in Lonisiana have been held and the present rulers

elected under the constitution of 1868. We propose to give the registra-

tion and election laws of this State as a sx)ecimen of those which exist

in Arkansas and elsewhere. •

By article 99 of the constitution of this State adopted in 1868, " the
following ijersons" are "prohibited from voting and from holding any
office."

Those who held office, civil or military, for one year or more, under the organization
styled " the Confederate States of America; " those who registered themselves as ene-
mies of the United States; those who acted as leaders of guerilla bands during the late

rebellion ; those who, in the advocacy of treason, wrote or published newspaper arti-

cles, or preached sermons during the late rebellion ; and those who voted for and
signed an ordinance of secession in any State. No person included in these exceptions
shall either vote or hold office until he shall have relieved himself by voluntarily writ-
ing and signing a certificate setting forth that he acknowledges the late rebellion to
have been morally and politically wrong, and that he regrets any aid and comfort
which he may have given it, and he shall file the certificate in the office of the secre-

tary of state, and it shall be published in the official journal : Provided, That no per-
son who, prior to the first of January, 1868, favored the execution of tiie laws of tho
United States, popularly known as the reconstruction acts of Congress, and openly and
flcfire-?// assisted the loyal men of the State in their efibrts to restore Louisiana to her
Ijosition in the Union, shall be held to be included among those herein excepted.

In relation to which article, a delegate of the conventi<!)n which framed
the constitution, says, in an energetic protest against its adoi)tion, that

:

Article 99, regulating the elective franchise and the right of holding office, is anti-

rejtublican, ill direct conflict with the principles ali'eady established in the "bill of
rights," andidZZ disfranchise a large class of theiKvple of this State, and that class is com-
posed of the very material which past events have proven to us we must draw from,
if we wish competent men to manage the affairs of state. (How wise, in the light of
subsequent events, and the present melancholly condition of that most unfortunate
State, are these words.) The condition upon which they are offered the exercise ofthe
elective franchise, and the capacity to hold office, is unjust, illiberal, ungenerous, and
humiliating, and unworthy of being considered as emanating from an Ajiierican head
and an American heart.

We cannot add force to this most emphatic exhibit of the character
of this coUvStitution. By its provisions, the intellect, the integrity, and
the manhood of the State was ostracized and insulted. We have here
the commencement of that sad drama we are now witnessiug in thaC
State. From this constitution, and a government organized uuder it,

we might naturallj^ look for other scenes and events equally as disgrace-
ful to republican institutions, and in so doing we will not be disap"-

poiuted. A constitution born of malice, conceived in hate aud preju-

dice, must necessarily, if it lives, be enforced by vengeful iiower; and
sueh is its history in Louisiana.

Before referring to the specific laws passed under this constitution in

relation to the exercise of the franchise, let it be remembered that, by
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the military aud police laws of the State of Louisiaua, the Governor of

that State has, and exerts, an amount of autbority aud power possessed

and exercised by no ruler of any people under the sun havingc fixed

laws. His forces are as obedient, as swift, and as faithful as any Swiss

ever were, and, for the same reason, but without the dignity of charac-

ter that belong to this mercenary class of soldiers, and, without being

content with stipendiary pay, .are quartered upon a disfranchised and
helpless people, whom they recklessly plunder.

It appears that prior to March 16, 1870, there existed under this con-

stitution a law providing for the registration of the voters oi' the State,

qualified under said constitution aud law to exercise the elective fran-

chise, wbicb, in its essential features, was the same as 'those 'passed

that day, but which did not confer upon the governor, as it was sup-

posed, so complete a control over the ballot-box, for remedy whereof,

the acts of the legislature to which we now refer were passed.

Under the act entitled " An act to provide for the revision and cor-

rection of the lists otregistered voters of the State, the appointment of

the various officers necessary therefor, and to prescribe the duties,

powers, and compensation of the same. To prescribe certain duties for

the sextons of the cemeteries of New Orleans, to prescribe the penal-

ties for tbe violation of the law, and to provide for a new registration

in certain parishes aud wards," " the governor, by and with the advice

aud consent of the Senate," was authorized upon the passage of this act,

and every two years thereafter, to " appoint a person to be known as

State registrar of voters." " The State registrar shall be the superior

of registration for the parish of New Orleans."

By section 11 of said act it was enacted as follows

:

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, ^-c, That the governor shall, six months previous to

any general election, appoint in each parish of the State, except the parish of Orleans,

one supervisor of registration, who shall hold his office for two years from the date of

his appointment.

It will be observed that the appointment of these supervisors are not

required to be with the consent of the Senate.

Among the duties required of these supervisors of registration, and
the powers conferred upon them, were the following :

Sec. 19. Be it further enacted, ^-c, That it shall bo the duty of the supervisor of regis-

tration for each parish, when he opens his office, to take up the registration book ho

has received from the clerk of the district court, and proceed to an immediate revision of

the same Lij shikiuf/ therefrom the name of every person tcho is kuoivn hy him to have died or

removedfrom his pariah since the last previous regtstraiiun, or whose death or removal from

the same shall bo made known to him, and upon tlie ]ievsonal application of any qual-

ified voter, Avho shall bo known by him to have moved into the parish since the last

previous registration, or whose remaval into flx^ same shall be m- shall liave been made
known to him, to add the names of such voters to the registration book.

* * * » # * *

Sec. 23. Be it further enacted, cj-c, That the supervisor of registration for the parish shall

carefully examine the registration bools, and if, upon due inqiuky and invkstkiation, he

shall find Ihcname or names of any person or 2>ersons ilierein vol eiilillcd to vote in his parish
-' at the next elecliov, he shall strike the name of every such person Iht nfrom, by drawing a line

in red ink through the same; but the name of no person shall be stricken from any
registration Ixjok in his absence, except upon the testinu)uy of at least two reputable

citizens, qualified electors of the parish, whoso nanu'S appear iqion the said registra-

tion books, to be given under oath or ailirmaliou, Ihat such a ju'rson is not a resident

of the precinct or parish, or is otherwise disqualified by law from roling atsaid eleelion; and
the said supervisor of rt;gistration shall also examine and nrise the huok*of registration of

his parish, iUid shall strike therefrom the names of all persons who are not n^siding in

the parish or precinct on the tenth day before the election, and the names remaining

on the saifl book of registration as corrected by the; su[)ervisor of registration as afore-

said, shall eonslilute the registry of citizens qualified to vote in the said parish at the

uext election.
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Sec. 26. * * *
,

*
*

The supervisor of registration for each parish shall require every person, before he is

registered as a voter, to take and subscribe any of the following afiidavits, as the case
may require, and the supervisor of registration is hereby authorized to administer
said oaths:

" I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I am twenty-one
years of age, was born (or naturalized, as the case may be) in the United States, and
am subject to the jurisdiction thereof, and have been a resident of the State of Louisi-
ana since the day of '

, and resident of this parish since the day of ——

,

and that I am not disfranchised for any of the causes stated in the first paragraph of
art-iclc ninety-nine of the constitution of this State.

" And I do further solemly swear (or aftirm, as the case may be) that I did not hold
any office, civil or military, for one year or more, under the organization styled " the
Confederate States of America ;

" that I never registered myself as an enemy of the
United States; that I never acted as leader of guerrilla bauds during the late rebel-

lion ; that I never, in the advocacy of treason, w-rote or published newspaper articles

or preached sermons during the late rebellion ; that I never voted for or signed an
ordinance of secession in any State."

The last paragraph of the above affidavit shall be dispensed -with where the person
applying for registration shall produce and exhibit to the supervisors of registration
the certificate of the secretary of state, showing that he has relieved himself from the
disability contained in the clauses of said affidavit, by voluntarilj- writing and signing
a certificate setting forth that he acknowledges the late rebellion to have been morally
and politically wrong, and that he regrets any aid and comfort he may have given it,

aud-showiug that such certificate has been filed in the office of the secretary of state,

and been ptiblished in the official journal, as is required by article ninety-nine of the
constitution, and the act of the general assembly, prescribing the necessary forms for

such certificate, and the registry and publication thereof.

The taking and subscribing the affidavits required by the preceding part of this sec-

tion shall not prevent the supervisor of registration from receiving other evidence,
showing that the party applying for registration is not entitled to register ; and they
shall have a right to examine, under oath, to be administered by themselves or other
competent authority, any witness to prove any fact pertinent to the right of any one
to register, and shall decide from the evidence whether the party so ajjplying is en-
titled to register. That if any person applying to register claims to be relieved from
the disabilities contained in the second clause of the aforesaid affidavit, under the pro-
viso to article ninety-nine of the constitution, he shall be required to take and sub-
scribe the following affidavit, and thereupon he shall be admitted to registration:

" I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that prior to the
first day of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, I favored the execution of the
laws of the United States popularly known as the reconstruction acts of Congress, and
openly and actively assisted the loyal men of the State in their efiorts to restore
Louisiana to her position in the Union." "^ *

, * * * #

And tlien it is provided by

—

Sec. 24. Be if, further enacted, cfc., That th^said book of registration shall be the only
evidence that the persons w-hose names are found therein have resided for ten days
immediately preceding the said election in said parish.

And then, that there miglit be no appeal from the result of a regis-

tration so manipulated, thongli putrid and rank with vile fraud, it is,

with devilish cunning, enacted by section 33 of said act:

Sec. 83. Be it further enacted, cfc, That the decision of any sujjervisor of registration

ou all questions of erasure from or addition to the registry, and all questions relative

to the registry of A'oters, shall be final, and shall not be subject to any revision or cor-

rection by any parish or district judge. No parisii or district judge shall interfere by
writ of injunction, or mandamus, or other order of court, to compel any supervisor, or
assistant supervisor of registration to register, or prohibiting him from registering any
person. Any judge so interfering shall, upon conviction thereof, be subject to a fine

of not less than five hundred dollars, and imprisonment for not less than six mouths,
and shall be liable to impeachment and removal fi'om office. * « *

And yet, fearful as the wicked always are, that the plans of the gov-
ernor might " gang aglee," it is enacted by section 41 of said act:

Sec. 41. Be it further enacted, t^'c, That it shall be the duty of the supervisor of regis-

tration in every parish of this State to appoint one or more suitable persons to attend
at each i)oll or voting place, whose duty it siuxll be to convey the box to receive the
votes to the place of holding the election, and to deliver the same to the commission-
ers of election, and to attend the commissioners of election during the whole time of
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holding the election, and to obey all legal orders of sucli commissioners in keeping
order at or near the polls, suppressing riots, or disorder of any kind, and to make all

such arrests as may be lawfully ordered by said commissioners. * * •»

In other words, that the ready agents of imperious power, vSboidd, if

necessary, and other schemes had tailed, stuff] cram, or supervise the
ballot-box, and thus defeat the freemen who had grown restless under
arbitrary power.
To make certain and secure of the fidelity of his instruments, and to

prevent anything like conscientiousness upon their part, or if they
halted, or slackened in zeal to their master, a remedy w^as i^rovided in

the thi«»i"3' -seventh section of said act:

Sec. 37. Be it further enacted, 4'C., That the governor shall have power to remove any
supervisor or assistant supervisor of registration for failure, refusal, neglect, or ina-

bility to perform the duties enjoined on him by law.

Cotemporaueous with the act referred to, and whose details we have
pist examined, as if distrustful of its tyrannical efficacy, the legislature

of Louisiaua enacted upon the same day another act, entitled "An
act to regulate the conduct and purity of elections, to prescribe the
mode of making, and designate the officers who shall make, the returns
thereof," &c.
An examination of the provisions of this act show§ that while "each

parish in this State except the parishes of Orleans and Jeiferson" was
fixed as an election precinct, yet

—

The supervisor of registration in each of said parishes shall direct what vumher of polls or

votiiuj-places shall be established in each precinct, fix the places of holding the election, and ap-

point commissioners of election for each ptoll or voting-place. In the city of New Orleans,
each ward shall constitute a precinct, and in the i-emainiug part of the parish of Or-
leans the supervisor of registration for the said parish shall fix both the precincts and voting-

places in each precinct, and in the 2>arish of Jefferson the supervisor of registration shall fix
both the precincts and the voting-places in each precinct ; in the pjarishes of Orleans and Jef-

ferson the supervisor of registration of each parish shall appoint commissioners of election

therefor, as in other parishes. Any duly registered voter may vote -at any poll oi' voting-place

within his precinct.

Thus, by controlling the voting-places, having power to control the
number of votes.

The right of every voter, by challenge, to sue and to have no infringe-

Efient upon his rights and powers, is devised by section 45.

Spx. 4.^j. Be it further enacted, cj-c, That no voter whose name is registered according
to law shall be challenged at the polls on any question of residence, and it sliall be the

duty of the commissioners of elections to require a'cry person whose name appears on the regis-

tration books to prove his identity if required by the commissioners of election. *• * * *

It will be seen that the commissioners, who are the appointees of the
supervisors, alone can challenge.
By section 50 it is seen that other agents of the governor are brought

forward to aid in this vile work of disfranchisement. The "board of

metropolitan police commissioners," creatures of the governor, are di-

rected to "in(piire into and report" to tlie supervisors of registration

in the })arishes of Orleans and Jefferson "the names of all persons falsely,

fraudulently, or im])roperly registered," " who sliall immediately make
publication thereof in the olhcial journal of the State, with notice to

all suck pcr.wtus to ajypcar forthwith * * * * and shoic cause why
their names should not be erased from the registry listJ^ " If any such per-

son shall appear and show, to the satisfaction of the sui)ervisor of regis-

tration, that he has been unjustly reported, * * * * or show other

sufficient cause, * * # jii^ name shall not be erased ;
otherwise

the super-visor shall cause all names so reported to be erased * * *

and no i)erson whose name is so erased shall vote at that election."

The point we make, as the power in this section, is seen in the latter
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clause above quoted ; since by coutrol over the publicatiou, &'C., it is

readily seen that many a well-meaning and qualified voter may be de-

prived of the benefit of his registration.

Skc. 54. It is provided, ^c, That the governor, the lieutenant governor, the secretary of
state, and John Lynch and T. C. Andekson, or a, majority of tbeni, shall be the re-
turning oFFici'RS for all elections in the State, a majority of whom shall constitute a
quorum, and have power to make the returns of all electious.

The power proposed by these retnrnmg officers, so called, will be best
understood by reference to section 29, which enacts

—

That in any parish, precinct, ward, city, or town in which, during the time of registra-

tion, or revision of registration, or on any day of election, there shall he any riot, tumult, acts

of violence, intimidation, armed disturbance, bribery, or corrupt influence at any place within
said parish, or at or near any poll or votiug-iilace or i^lace of registration or revision of
registration, which * ^t * ^ * * » shali prevent or tend topi-e-

vent a iair, free, peaceable, and full vote, ***** j^ shall be the
duty of the commissioners of election, if such riot, tumult, acts of violence, intimida-
tion, armed disturbance, bribery, or corrupt influences, occur ou the day of election, or
of the supervisor of registration, or any assistant supervisor of registration of the jiar-

isli, if they occur during the time of registration or revision of registration, to make in
duplicate, and under oath, a clear and full statement of all the facts relating thereto, and of tlw

effect produced by such riot, tumult, acts of violence, intimidation, armed disturbance,
bribery, or corrupt influences in preventing a iair, free, peaceable and full registration
or election, and of the number of qualified electors deterred by such riot, tumult, acts of
violence, intimidation, armed disturbance, bribery, or corrupt influences, from register-
ing or voting, which statement shall also be corroborated under oath by three respect-
able citizens, qualifled electors of the parish. When such statement is made by a
commissioner of election or assistant supervit^or of registration, he shall forward both
copies to the supervisor of registration immediately on the close of the election. The
supervisor of registratiou shall forward one copy of all such statements, tvhether made by
himself or by a commissioner of election, or by an assistant siqxrvisor of registration, to the

governor, and shall deposit one copy with the clerk of a district court of the jyarish.

Sec. b'3. Ue it further enacted, ^-c, That immediately upon the close of the polls on the
day of the election, the commissiouers of election at each poller voting-place shall seal
the ballot-box by pasting slips of paper over the key-hole and the opening in the top
thereof, and fastening the same with sealing-wax, ou which they shall impress a seal,

and they siiall write the names of the commissioners on the said slips of paper ; they

shall forthwith convey the ballot-box so sealed to the office of, and deliver said ballot-box to, the

snpervisor of registration for the parish, who shall keep his (jffice open for that purpose from
the hour of the close of the election until all the votes from the several polls or voting-
places of the precinct shall have been received and counted.' The siqjervisor of registra-

tion shall immediately itpon the reecijH of said ballot-box note its condition and the state
of the seals and fastenings thereof, and shall then, in the presence of the commissioners
of election and three citizens, /ret/ioWei's of the parish for such poll or voting-place, open
the ballot-box, and count the ballots therein, and make a list of all the nami s ot the persons
and oftices voted lor, the numbtr of votes for each person, the number of ballots in the
box, and the number of ballots rejected, and the reason therefor. Said statement shall
be made in triplicate, and each copy thereof shall be signed and sworn to by the com-
missioner of election of the poll anil by the supervisor of registration. As soon as the
supervisor of registration shall have made the statement above provided for for each
poll in his precinct or parish, and it shall have been sworn to and subscribt^d as above
directed, the supervisor of registration shall inclose in aa envelope of strong paper or
cloth, securely sealed, one copy of such statement Jrom each poll, and one copy of the list of
pei'sons vuiing at each poll, and one copy of any statements as to violence or disturbance,

bribery, or corruption, or other off'aises specified in seeiion ticenty-nine of this act, if any there
be, together with all memoranda and tally-lists used in making the count and state-
ment of the votes, and shall send such package by u)ail, properly and plainly addressed,
to the governor of the State. The supei visor of registration shall send a eopj' of said
statement to the governor of the State by the next most safe and sjteedy mode of convey-
ance, and shall retain the third copy in his own possession.
Section 54. *

.

* * * * " Within ten days after closing the
election, said returning officers shall meet in New Orleans, to canvass and compile the

statement of votes made by the supervisors of registration, and make returns of the election to

the secretary of state. They shall continue in session until such returns have bee)i completed.

The governor shall, at such meeting, open, in the jnxsence of said returning ofjicers, Ihc state-

ments of the supervisors of registration, and the said returning officers shall, Jrom said state-

ments, canvass and complete tlie returns in duplicate. * * *

Sec. 55. * * * * Whenever from any poll or voting-place there shall

be received the statement of any supervisor of registration, assistant supervisor of reg-
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istratiou, or commissioDcr of election, in form as required by section twenty-nine of

this act, on affidavit of three or more citizens, of any riot, tumult, acts of violence,

intimidation, armed disturhance, bribery, or corrupt iniluences', vshicli preventeil or

tended to prevent a fair, free, and peaceable and lull vote of all qiialilied electors enti-

tled to vote at such poll or voting place, such returning officers shall not canvass,

count, or compile the statement of votes from such poll or voting place until the state-

ments from all other polls or voting-places shall have been canvassed and compiled.

The returning officers shall then proeeed to investigate the statements of riot, tumult, acts of
vioUricc, intimidation, armed disturbance, hrihei-'j, or corrupt influences at any such poll or vot-

ing-place, and if from the evidence of such statements tliei/ sJiaU he convinced that such riot,

tumult, acts of violence, intimidation, armed disturhauee, hrihery, or corrupt influences, did not

matcrialhj interfere wHh the purity and freedom of the election at such poll or voting-place,

or did not prevent a sufficient number of <iualilied voters thereat from registering or vot-

ing to materially change the result of the election, then, and not otherwise, said return-

ing officers sbiUl canvass and compile the vote.of such poll or voting-place with those

previously canvassed and compiled; Imt if said returning officers shall not be fully sat-

islied theVeof, it shall be their duty to examine further testimony in regard thereto,

and to this end they shall have j)ower to send for persons and papers.

By sections 30 and 31 it is provided

:

Sec. 30. Be it further enacted, ^-c, That no parish or district judge shall interfere, by
writ of injunction or mandamus, or ordtr of court, to compel any commissioner of

election to do any act or prohibit him Irom doing any act in his official capacity as

commissioner of electifu, or relating in any manner to the conduct of the election.

Any judge so interfering shall be guilty of a misdemeanor in office, and upon convic-

tion thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars and im-

prisonment in the parish prison for not less than three months : I'rovided, That nothing

in this section shall be so construed as to exempt any commissioner from a suit for

damages or prosecution for violation of the law.

Sec. 31. Be it further enacted, cS'C., That it shall he the duty of the governor to cause the

attorney general, or, in case of his failure or refusal, to employ competent counsel to prosecute

any judge who shall violate the provisions of the foregoing section of this act. In the

parish of Orleans such prosecutions shall be before the district court having criminal

jurisdiction.

Yet by section 83 all power is given and conferred upon tlie governor,

in the following language:

Sec. 83. Beit further enacted, 4'C., That the governor shall talceaU necessary steps to secure

a fair, free, and peaceable election, and shall, on the days of election, have paramount

charge and control of the peace and order of the State over all peace and police officers,

and shall have the command and direction in chief of all i)olice officers, by whomsoever
aj)pointed, and of all sherifrs and constables in their capacity as officers of the peace.

It has been remarked, " Ob ! Liberty, what crimes are committed in

thy name ! " Under pretense of securing to the newly-made freeman the

exercise of the elective franchise, whereby he could protect his rights

of person and property, this right, which makes of the American citizen

a sovereign, is taken away from and denied to a large class of men who
with us were joint inheritors of this most glorious privilege—the bequest

of our common fathers. If the gift of it enabled the colored man to

protect himself in his rights of person and property, the (h'uial of it to

the white man took away from him, as it was doubtlessly intended, the

ability to protect himself in either right. l>ut it seems that not content

alone with the disfranchisement of " a large class of the ])eoplc of this

State," and "that class composed of the very material which past

events" had proven to them that they "must draw from it" they wished
" competent men to manage the aflairs of State," yet they went to lower

depths, and by the election and registration laws (irom which we have
liberally (piot'ed to show their character unmistakably) basely sur-

rendered to the control of the governor of the State all power, even

over those who are permitted by said constitution to exercise tlie right

of ballot or of holding office. The governor is the source of all power

;

the governor is the ruler of the people; the governor is an autocrat,

without check save his own will.

The judiciary, the last refuge of the oppressed and the unfortunate,
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is stricken down. The ballot-box—the sanctuary of freedom ; the ballot-

box, the only abiding place and secure retreat of liberty ; the ballot-box,
the arsenal where fi^eemen's weapons were wont to terrify tyrants—is

made the charnel-house in which the assassinated liberties of a defence-
less people are buried ; is made the dice-box in which are staked and
played for by the minions of a despot the revenues of a plundered Com-
monwealth. What wonder that in the lust of power these minions
should become rapacious ! Alien to the people they rule, alien to hon-
esty and patriotism, they recognize, as they practice, no law but that of
force, and yield to no consideration but that of plunder ; and when their
victims can bleed no more, that they should quarrel among themselves,
and against themselves empl(ty tUe same means, force and robbery, they
had successfully used against others. The employment of the " Gatlin
gun" by one party, and the use of the bayonet and the metropolitan
janizary by the other, are the logical results of the legislation to which
we have referred. And the present condition of Louisiana, in which one
of the governor's own political party addresses him in words (the truth
of which he knows full well) like these :

" You have plied your theft

upon every citizen^ rejected his hallot at your caprice^ burdened him icith

taxation^ and mocked the fair fame of his Commonwealth f and to which
the governor replies by recrimination, all justify the criticisms we
have ventured upon this prescriptive constitution and this tyrannical
and despotic legislation.

This character of legislation and rule has already brought reproach
upon our Government, and has weakened the conhdence of the iriends
of a popular form of government in the American system. For this re-

proach and disgrace the party in power in the National Government is

alone responsible. But for the support and countenance their miserable
satraps of the South derive from them, they would not exist an hour.
And with their disappearance their laws would dex)art, and i^eace and
libertj^ would again dwell in all our borders.

MISSISSIPPI.

The State of Mississippi had no debt before the war, and, as a State,

is comparatively free from debt now. Section 5 of article 12 of her
present constitution provides as follows

:

The credit of tlae State shall not be jiledgecl or loaued in aid of any person, associa-
tion, or corporation, nor shall the State hereafter become a stockholder in any corpora-
tion or association.

Besides, when she was reconstructed one of her own citizens, a repub-
lican, of course, but a large property-holder, was elected governor, and
doubtless aided in keeping down the liabilities of the State, but it must
not be understood that the burdens imposed on that people have been
lighter than in the other States. On the contrary, the county and local

taxation, and the extravagance of the ofiicials. State and local, have
been oppressive in the extreme. Indeed, most, if not all, of the wrongs
done and outrages committed by disguised men in the disturbed portions
of that State can be traced directly to the local exactions and extortions
of the radical officials and their adherents, as we propose to show, first

giving what little information could be obtained as to debts, taxation,

general expenditures, &c.
The reconstruction of Mississippi was not perfected till 1870 5 she came

in with Virginia and Texas. She had, according to the report of the

auditor, a debt in 1870 of $1,177,339 4G; on Januarv 1, 1871,

$1,791,071 30.

21 KK



370 EEPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

According to tlie same autliority tlie cost of conducting the State

government for

—

The vear 1859 was $424,943 31

The year 1860 was 517,491 94

The year 1870 was 942,662 42

There is no statement for the year 1871. The late census report

shows

—

Assessed value of property for I860 $509,472,912
Assessed value of property for 1870 177,288,892

State taxation for 1860 31)8,821

State taxation for 1870 , 1,118,057

County taxation for 1860 384,908

County taxation for 1870 2,299,693

We desire to call special attention to the enormously increased

county taxation, as we propose to show that the discontents of that

people grew mainly out of the profligacy of the county officials, all of

whom were republicans and nearly all carpet-baggers. As the consti-

tution curbed the legislature in schemes involving the State, they made
it up by local oppression. The management of the State government,
however, is the subject of just criticism. As we coukl not get full

oflicial information relative to its management, we had to resort to the

best-informed citizens to supply what the officials withhekl. Questions

were addressed to the Hon. G. Barksdale, of Jackson, Mississippi, per-

haps the best-informed man in the State on these subjects, and he
replied thns

:

The annual cost of administering the State government before the war was about

$300,000. Now it is from §1,100,000 to $1,500,000. To this is to be added the taxes levied

for county purposes, (which were trifling before the war,) and which will swell the cost

to about $8,000,000. A full and satisfactory answer to your interrogatory touching the

comparative expenses of the two regimes, as to the State government, is furnished in

the annexed paper, which was carefully prepared from official sources during the late

canvass. I beg to ask your special attention to it

:

We have shown by figures from the ofScial reports, accessible to every one who may
choose to examine them in the State library, that the expenditures under carpet-bag

rule upon a property valuation of $180,000,000 have been increased from three to four

hundred per cent, beyond the expenditures uuder the rule of Mississippiaus on a property

valation of $600,000,000. And now we propose to analyze these expenditures and to

show .specifically for the information of the tax-payers "the enormous increase uuder

6e])arate heads and in the several branches of the State government.

To illustrate we will take a series of years, beginning in 1848 and continuing down
to 1861, and the years of civil rule after the Avar until the inauguration of military

goverrunent, and'contra.st them with the expenditures in the same departments uuder

the rule of the carpet-baggers and their scallawag allies :

JUDICIARY.

Expenditures for 1848 $75,741

Expenditures for 1849 83,280

Expenditures for 1850 82,304

Expenditures for 1851 74,449

Expenditures for 1853 78,819

Expenditures for 1854 95,655

Expenditures for 1855 99,527

Expenditures for 1857 114,983

Expenditures for 1858 i:>9, 842

Expenditures for 1859 147,105

Expenditures for IriOl 144, .565

October, 1805, to May, 1866 49,775

May, 1866, to May, 1867 163,340

May, 1867, to May, 1868 191,440

Expenditures ior 1870 220,399

Expenditures for 1871, as estimated by Auditor Musgrovo's report, page 111- 328, 000
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Expenclihu-es for 1848 $48, lo4
Expenditures for 1850 63, 516
Expenditures for 1854 43, 135
Expenditures for 18.')7 32, 766
Expenditures for 1858 .• 17, 824
Expenditures for 1859 26, .592

Expenditures for 1861 56,909
October, 1865, to May, 1866 77,567
May, 1866, to April, 1867 72,407
Expenditures for 1870 258, 400
Expenditures for 1871, (estimated) 260, 000

JRemarls.—Musgrove, in Ms report of January 1, 1871, estimates expenditures on
account of legislature for a session of sixty days at §135,000; but the session was drawn
out to one Luudred and nine days, which would swell the exxieuditures at the same
ratio to about $260,000 in round numbers.

, EXECUTIVIP DEPARTJIEXT.

Expenditures for 1848 $8,623
Expenditures for 1849 8, 663
Expenditures for 1850 8, 853
Expenditures for 1853 „ 8,251
Expenditures for 1854 8, 003
Expenditures for 1855 4, 450
Expenditures for 1857 10, 018
Expenditures for 18.58 11, 216
Expenditures for 1859 12, 570
Expenditures for 1861 13, 7 16
October, 1865, to May, 1866 10, 429
Mav, 1866, to May, 1867 22, .598

May, 1867, to May, 1868 20, 571
Expenditures for 1870 24,200
Expenditures for 1871 34,800
(Musgrove's report.) These extraordinary expenditures are exclusive of the

fifty thousand secret service fund appropriated to the use of the executive
department and chargeable to it, making a grand total of 84, 800

» PUBLIC PRINTING.

Expenditures for 1848 $7,717
Expenditures for 1849 1,602
Expenditures for 1850 6, 591
Expenditures for 1851 2,503
Expenditures for 1853 3, 282
Expenditures for 1854 6, 703
Expenditures for 1855 4, 357
Expenditures for 1857 7, 168
Expenditures for 1858 9, 004
Expenditures for 18.59 16, 297
Expenditures for 1861 8, 028
Octo))er, 1865, to May, 1866 5, 964
May, 1866, to May, 1867 6,228
May, 1867, to May, 1868 18,675
Expenditures for 1870 ., 52, 876
Expenditures for 1871, estimated by Musgreve, but known to be far below the

real figure 50,000

COST OP ASSESSING.

1854, commissions $17, 157
1855, commissions 9, 980
1858, commissions 18, 993
May, 1867, to May, 1868, commissions 28, 066
1871, commissions 175, 000

This is the estimate by IMusgrove of expenditures under the new law, showing an
increase of something like tenfold under carpet-bag rule. The amount of this increase

over ante hclhim times will be still better appreciated when it is considered in conueo
tion with the fall in the valuation of property from $600,000,000 to §180,000,000.
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CONDEMNED OUT OF THEIR OWN MOUTHS.

\_Exiradsfrom Governor Alcornh message of January, 1871.]

"The public pviiitins of 1861 anionnted to but $8,028; whereas last year (1870) it

amounted to §52,976."

" The legislative expenses of 1870 present on their face a startlinfj comparison with
those of 1861.*******

" I am without the details of the expenses of 1861, pnd will, therefore, make the com-
parison of the heads of cost of legislation in 1870 with those of legislation in 1865. * *

This explanation goes to the justification of a very large excess in the expenses of the
legislation of 187U over that of 1865; hut so veri/ marked as the excess shoum in this table

aciuaUi/ is, I recommend that your honorable bodies consider whether aiij' means ir

saving in the rate of expense may not be put in operation at your jjresent session."

SPECIFICATIONS.

"The mileage of members in 1870 was $ii'29,664, whereas in 1865 it was but $22,128.
* * While the per diem of clerks was in 1865 but $5,861, it was in 1870 so much as

S28 201"******
"'tIic per diem of members in 1865 was but $46,362, in 1870 it was $166,632."—M'S-

sage January, 1871.

Men of Mississippi, you have seen by these figures what it costs to administer your
State government under the rule of Mississippians, of honest and capable men of your
own choice, injiast years; and you have conti'asted their cxpeuditures with the cost of

carpet-bag scalawag misrule. The disproportion is immense, and would baffie credulity

if you did not read it in the figures, wliich speak trumpted-tougued, and know it in

your terrible realization of the increased burden.

How is it that your legislative sessions, which formerly cost from $30,000 to $70,000,

now cost $260,000. Your judiciary, which, in all its branches, averaged from $80,000

to $140,000, now costs $320,000. Your priutiu^-bills, which formerly averaged from
$8,000 to $10,000 per annum, have run up to $.52,000, and God and the mongrel vam-
pires only know how much more. How is it that the cost of assessing taxes has swol-

len from $18,000 and $20,000 in the days of your prosperity, to $175,000 when your
property is reduced to a little remnant, pledged and mortgaged as it is to your merchants
to secure accomniodatious for making your crops on which the tax collectors have their

eager gaze alrea<ly fixed ?

How is all this i? The answer is plain. To gorge the vampires who are eating out

your vitals, oliices by the multitude have been created ; salaries have been increased;

sinecures have been established; and the ingenuity of the plunderers has been taxed

to discover new appr«aches to your pockets. The election now peuding is to determine
whether their license to depredate on a larger scale shall be renewed or withdrawn.
To the foregoing statistics are added some other figures from an official report of the

auditor to Governor Alcorn, (now Senator,) showing the enormous exiienditures in a

single branch of the j)ublic service, for thirteen mouths under radical rule—public
printing. I will state in this connection that the cost of public printing before the

war averaged, per annum, about $9,000. These figures show upwards vf $180,000 in

little over a year. Tiie whole cost of tlic; pnl)lic printing tor llie twelve years preceding

the war was'$108,000, or about $70,000 less than was expended by the carpet-baggers

on that account in one year. This is given as an examiilo of the whole system of rad-

ical expenditure in this State.

At tlie coming session of the legislature the conservative and democratic members
will institute a rigid investigation into the iniquities and frauds of the radical admin-
istration, which have yet been but partially disclosed.

With much respect, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

E. BARKSDALE.

The forejjoinj? statement shows liow the burdens of the people, even

for State purposes, are being quadrupled ; and now that tlic governor,

allured by the tempting bait of a seat in the Senate of the United States,

has left thein, his r;ulical friends will lind ways and means still jnoro

rapidly to enricli themselves at theexi)ense of tlie i)eoi)le. But it is the

county and local taxation that grinds that peojjle to the dust. Mr.

Barksdale, as will be observed, lixes the local taxation for the year

just closed at about $,0000,000. That imposition on a people whose
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pr»?ferty has been reduced from $509,472,912 to 8177,288,892 in ten
years is perfectly frightful.

Perhaps the best way to illustrate how it is done, is to begin with the'

testimony of Cornelius McBride, a radical school-teacher in Chickasaw
County, afterward promoted to assistant United States marshal in the
great Kn-Klux trials at Oxford, who was whipped by disguised men,
and was called and examined by the majority of the committee while
yet breathing vengeance again.st the people of the State. After show-
ing how the tax known as the school-tax was imposed by an act of the
radical legislature, giving power to the local oflBcials, all of whom were
radicals, to establish schools in their discretion ; and after it was shown
by him and other witnesses that the property was almost exclusively

owned by the whites, as Mississippi had within her borders only 771
free blacks when the war closed, and that the proceeds of the crop of
1870 hardly paid the expenses of raising it, leaving the people miserably
poor, the examination proceeded thus, (page 234

:)

Question. What is that free-school system iu Mississippi ; how is it kept up ? Tell
US the woikiug of it.

Ansiver. I 'will give it in my county ; I am not familiar with it in any other county.
There is a tax on the property of five mills on the dollar, allowed by the State to be
collected by the county officers for school purposes. Now our superintendent has this

arrangement : In any neighborhood where there are tweuty-tive children, and the
parents or guardians want a school, they get up a petition stating the number of schol-

ars they will send, and recommending a certain man for teacher, if the superintendent
should find him to be competent. This petition is presented to the board of school
directors, and if they think that a school is necessary in that neighborhood they locate

a school there, and appoint the party recommended as teacher if he has been found to
be competent. No school is located in our county unless the jieople petition for it, and
no teacher is appointed unless the people of the neighborhood want him.

Question. And any twenty-five persons can have a school established and a teacher
assigned ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; they get the teacher themselves and send him before the board.
Question. Then if twenty-five colored iiersous, or enough xiersons to send twenty-five

children—is that it ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; enough persons to send tweilty-five scholars ; that is, if there is no
other school within a reasonable distance.

Question. So that if five men could send five children each, they would be entitled to

a school?
Answer. They would only be entitled to a school with this j)roviso, that there is no

other schosl within three miles.

Question. They would be entitled to a school then, and to have a teacher of their own
selection, if he was qualified ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Although none of those five men should own a dollar's worth of property in

the county ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And the county would have to be taxed to support their school for them
under those circumstances ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. How many schools were established in Chickasaw County ?

Ansiver. Something like two hundred, I think.
Question. Two hundred schools in that coimty ?

Answer. I think so ; I do not rememl)er the exact number.
Question. What are the teachers paid there ?

Answer. Third-class teachers are paid forty dollars a m.onth ; second-class teachers
Bome sixty dollars a month, and first-class teachers a hundred dollars a month.

'Question. To Avhat class did you belong ?

^
^ Inswer. To the second class ; to the sixty-dollar class.

^.^Question. Is the second class about the average ?

^'^.^dnswer. Yes, sir ; I think so.

Question. And there are about two hundred schools and teachers in the county ?

Answer. I think so ; I do not know that that is the correct number, but I think it is

.<out that.

Mr. Charles Baskerville, one of the most intelligent of the witnesses
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examined on either side, from Mississippi, when questioned on ^his
subject said, (see page 384

:)

Question. What is the amount of school tax levied, and liow is it levied in yonr State ?

Answer. I will endeavor to explain to you the system of taxation for the State of
Mississippi. We have in that State a tax of one-half of one per cent, upon every de-
scription of property that it is possible to conceive of. They tax your hogs, yotir cows,
your furniture, your .watches, your cups and saucers, your land, and everything else.

Everything is subjected to that tax of one-half of one per cent, by the State. Then
the county has the right to levy not exceeding one hundred per cent, upon the State
tax. Every county comes uj) to that limit and wants a little more ; tliat, added to

the State tax, makes one per cent. Then they have a right to levy a special tax for

the purpose of building jails, bridges, &c.—a tax not exceeding one hundred per cent,

upon the county tax ; that is another half per cent. Then the school tax is so many
mills—if I recollect right it is five mills to pay teachers, and ten mills for the building
of school-houses.

Question. The school tax is a tax of one and a half per cent. ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; this one and a half per cent, is levied for school purposes.
Question. In addition to the other taxes ?

Answer. In addition to all the others. We have, thus, a tax of one-half per cent, for

State pur2:)oses, one-half per cent, for county pui-poses, about one-half per cent, for

special purposes, and one and a half per cent, for school purposes, making in the aggre-
gate, as I now estimate it, four j>ev cent, upon the entire property of the State—land,
cultivated or uncultivated, and everything else.

Question. Are you certain of that f

Answer. I thinlc that is correct.

Question. Are not the owners of small amounts of property exempt to a certain
extent? Are not so miiny hogs, so many horses, &c., exempted from taxation ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there is an exemption, I think, of about two horses, |;200 worth of
furniture, so many bushels of corn, &c. I do not recollect the items ; but the exemp-
tions just cover the absolute living of a family.

Question. Those exemptions would relieve from taxation the entire body of negroes
or very nearly all?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; the negroes of our country pay no tax except here and there an oc-

casional instance. I will illustrate to see whether I am correct. The assessment of

tax for my county is, I see, $89,000—say $90,000. I think about $20,000 is for school
purposes, about $25,000 or $30,000 for the State, and the balance for county and special
purposes. Now, we make in our county aboul. 12,000 bales of cotton. That at $75 per
bale, the price which the last crop brought, would make about $900,000. As a general
rule the negro gets one-half the cotton. If we give him one-quarter we feed him,
which we suppose is equivalent to one-quarter. In other words, only one-half of the
cotton belongs to the planter. The planter pays the tax, which amounts to about 25
or 30 per cent. I know that last year it took about all my cotton to ])ay my taxes.

Question. Then the entire tax to carry on the State government, and the county gov-
ernment, and |:he schools, is 'levied upon the white i)eople of the county ?

A7isiver. I say unhesitatingly that it is.

Question. There has been some testimony given here in regard to the resistance made
by the people of the counties to that enoinious tax, and especially the school tax?

Answer. WeH, sir, there is veiy great comiilaint, and 1 think very justly, against the
onerous taxation of our people. They are ()[)j)ri!.sscd wilh taxation. Our tax was due
on the 1st of July; and tifteon percent, additional has been levied upow d(!lin(iuents

who did not pay at that time. The sherilf told me he had collected about $50,000 of
taxation up to the time when he spoke to me—a few days before I left home, and be-
fore the period for payment had ela))sed. He has the right to hivy tifteen per cent, on
th(} amount remaining tnii)ind u]) to a certain time, and aiter tlm expiration of that
time to sell tlu) lands for taxes. His list of lauds on which taxes wine unpaid covered,
Avheu printed, one entire side of a newspaper. Besides that we have another tax to

pay in October.
Question. What is that for ?

Answer. The tax which was duo the other day was the tax for 1870, the tax under
our late law having 1)een levied one year and paid the next. But the law has been
changed so that th(! tax assessed in the spring sliall be coliected in the fall. Hej '

'

this year we have to i)ay the taxes of last year, and in ()ctol>cr llu^ taxes for the pre.4

year. The tax for last year was due in Apiil, but the governor, consideiiug tluit thi

was a great burden resting upon the people in this respect, suspended its collecti

for a. while, so tliat it did not fall duo till July.

I. r. Sessions, esq., a member of the legislature, wheu examined sai

{see page 208
:)

j

Question. What is the rate of taxation now ?
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Answer. Well, in some localities it is quite larjife, in others not quite so much. The
State tax is one-half of one per cent, on the dollar for all prox^erty ; in some counties
it is very large, and in others much less.

Question. In what counties is the rate so very large, and upon what does it depend?
Ansivcr. The county tax depends altogether upon tlie board of supervisors who have

the power to levy the county tax, and the special tax, as it is known ; that is, all other
taxes for special purposes, and the school tax. I think that in my county the whole
county and other taxes amount to not more than 250 per cent of the State tax, the
State tax being one-half of one per cent. In the county of Issaquena the whole county
tax and other taxes amount to 800 j)er cent, of the State tax.

Question. That grows out of the construction of the levees, does it not ?

Answer. No, sir; there is a tax of 15 cents au acre for the construction of the levees.
In Issaquena the tax is 800 per cent, for county and other purposes, and. 15 cents an
acre besides for the construction of levees.

Question. How is the school tax levied ?

Answer. The school tax is levied by the board of supervisors in conjunction with the
board of school directors.

Question. Who appoints the supervisors ; or are they elected?
Ansicer. They are made elective by the constitution, but until a general election is

ordered they are required to be ajjpoiuted by the governor ; all existing boards of
supervisors have been appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent
of the senate.

Question. How are the school directors appointed?
Answer. The school directors are appointed by the board of supervisors.
Question. So that these two boards, tlie board of supervisors and the board of school

directors, have a right to levy taxes for school purposes in each county *

Answer. Yes, sir ; the board of supervisors, as I understand the law, levy the tax at
the request of the board of school directors; the directors submit their estimate of
the amount necessary in the county, and the board of sujiervisors make the levy.

Question. Has there been much comxilaint in the State about this school tax ?

Answer. I think that in some of the counties there has been considerable complaint
that the tax is too large. The law under which the tax is levied limits the boards to
a certain per cent, for the purpose of paying school-teachers, and for the purpose of
building or buying school-houses.

Question. The present legislature of your State has passed a law donating the stock
of the State in the Central Mississippi Railroad, I believe it is

Answer. The New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad.
Question. That stock was given, by act of the legislature, to a Mr. McComb, was it

not ?

Answer. Yes, sir; the stock owned by the State in the New Orleans, Jackson and
Great Northern Railroad, as well as the stock owned by the State m several other rail-

roads, was given, by au act of the legislature, to the New Orleans, Jackson and Great
Northern Railroad, the value of which amounted, I am credibly informed, to something
over 8:^50,000.

Question. The cash value ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; at the time it was given.
Question. Nominally it was much larger ?

Answer. Nominally it was several hundred thousand dollars more ; I cannot state
the exact amount.

Question. Was there a bill passed by the legislature of your State to lease the peni-
tentiary of your State ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was that attended with much discussion and excitement ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it gave rise to considerable discussion, and was the cause of great
excitement in the legislature. It was commonly supposed there, and generally believed,
that the i)assage of the bill was secured by bribery. The substance of it, as I recollect,
was, that the penitentiary should be leased to a man by the name of Richardson for
a period of lifteen years, he to be i^aid by the State the sum of $18,000 per annum, and
also .$120,000, 1 think the sum was, for which he was required to erect a cotton factory
and certain buildings, and at the expiration of the fifteen years he is to turn over to
the State the whole thing in good condition, and he is allowed to work outside of the
walls of the ]oeuitentiary all the convicts that are not sentenced for murder, rape, or
arson.

Question. Did I understand you to say that he was to be paid $18,000 a year ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And $120,000 to build a factory ?

Answer. To erect certain buildings.
Question. And he is simply to turn. them over to the State at the end of his term in

good condition '?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.
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Qiicstiov. To Lave all tlip profits that be could make out of the labor of the convicts,

both inside and outside of the walls ?

A7isn-ei'. Yes, sir ; all he could make in the mean time, during the fifteen years.

Queblion. Was there any competition for this contract ?

AnsKcr. Yes, sir ; there was great competition for it. Other parties proposed to do
the same work, and to erect the same buildings, for about one-half the sum proposed
by Richardson, I think ; and other parties i^roposed to pay the State so much for the
labor of the convicts.

Hon. Josliiia S. Morris, a republican, and the attorney general of the
State, when examined before the committee, explains the cause of all

troubles in Mississippi in the folloM'ing statement, (page 299
:)

By the Chaiemax, (Mr. Poland:)

Quesiioii. Where do you reside ?

Ansjccr. At Jackson, Mississippi.

Question. That is the capital of your State?
Answer. Y"es, sir.

Question. How long have you resided there?
Answer. I have lived in the State about twenty years. I was born in Tennessee.
Question. You havft always lived in the South ?

Ans^eer. Yes, sir.

Question. Your profession is that of a lawyer ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Do you now hold some official position in your State?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I am attorney general of the State, and reporter of the decisions of

the supreme court.

Question. How long have you held each of those positions ?

Answer. I have been attorney general from the time when the present government
of Mississippi went into operation ; I was apjjointed reporter of the decisions of the
supreme court soon after the court organized ; I do not rtcollect the exact date. I be-
lieve I was installed into ofdce as attorney general on the 10th of March, 1870.

Another thing which I desire to slate (for I am anxious to tell all that I know about
this matter) is that since the present government of the State went into operation many
of the officers throughout the State have not been elected by the people. The people
have elected their governor and a few of the principal State officers, together with
members of the legislature ; but their sheriffs, constables, magistrates, county treas-

urers, assessors—in general all local officers—have l)een api:oiiited. Sometimes men who
have been sent into a county with their commissions iu their pockets were never in

the county before ; knew nothing about the people aud possibly were not known to
anybody residing there. The people had a contempt for such men ; it was natural ; I

had a great coutemiit for them myself. I thought that in this resi)i'ct a mistake was
made. I thought it would be better that the positions shouhl be given to men even of
less qualification or merit, but residents of the county, and therefore identified to that
extent at least with the people. None of these local officers were elected by the people.
The boards of supervisors, who levied the taxes, were appointed by the governor.
The supervisors ai)pointcd the county directors of schools. The people had nothing
to do with the selection of these officers. The superintendents ofsciiools were a])p()intecl

by the State board of education, sitting at .Jackson. The magistrates, constables,

sheriffs, &c., were appointed by the governor. Those officers thus appointi.'d were often
regarded, even by good men, loyal men, reiniblicans, as being interlo'pers who had
come among them merely to stay as long as they held office, and to leave as soon as
thej' ceased to hold office. This has been a fruitful source of discontent.

These extracts give an idea, oidy a fVunt one, it is true, of the oppres-
sions imposed upon the i)eople of Mississippi by the men wlio have
been induced to go there and manage their aifairs. " All the testimony
shows that the white people of Mississippi are abnost a unit {igniii.st

the radical party; it often happened that in counties witli a white
voting ])()i)nhition of 1,500 or 2,000 there are not more than ten or a
dozen white radicals, and they generally recent settlers. The p<H)ple

are not allowed to elect their own local officers; they are ai)pointed and
sent among them, all radicals of course, as Attorney General Morris
describes it

:

These ofiicci's thus appointed were often regarded even by good men, loyal men,
republicans, as interlopers who had come among them merely to stay as long as they
licld office and to leave as .soon as thej ceased to hold office. This has been a fniitful

source of discouteut.
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Men will endure oppression Tvlien they have selected tlieir rulers witli

much more equanimity than they will when strangers are imposed upon
them against their will, especially when those who impose the burdens
bear none of them and fiocljet all they can. The people of Mississippi

form no exception to the rule. Take the school-house and school-teacher
tax, as described by McBride, in Chickasaw County, as an illustjatiou.

There, he says, about two hundred schoolswere established, and, ofcourse,

two hundred schoolmasters appointed. The proof all shows that there
were hardly enough white radicals in that county to till county offices, a
dozen -or twenty at the outside. Of course, several hundred radical school-

masters had to be imported. Each one became a political emissary among
the negroes, who were hired by the whites, or living on rented patches
of their plantations; the struggle of each was to get twenty-live little

negroes together and obtain a petition from their fathers or mothers to
the school-board for the erection of a school-house, and his aj^i)ointment
as their j^receptor ; for it must be remembered, from reading McBride's
evidence, that the law gave an absolute right to the parents ofeach twenty-
five negro children, no matter whether they paid a dollar of tax or not, no
matter though they might be living on another man's place and only there
for a limited time, to have a school-house furnished and a schoolmaster
appointed for their accommodation. These learned gentlemen, when
appointed, would not put up with ordinary buildings which could be
erected at cheap rates, but required handsome edifices, bells, and walnut
furniture brought from Cincinnati and elsewhere. These edifices, thus
furnished, were being erected everywhere; the}' cost from $500 to $1,000
each, and the law authorized the employment of teachers for ten months
in the year in Chickasaw County at an average of $G0 a month ; in other
-Counties the average was $100 a month. If the scheme had been con-
summated in Chickasaw, which we give merely as a sample, furnished
by an intelligent radical witness, the cost for the year 1871 would have
been $100,000 for school-houses, at $500 each, or $200,000, at $1,000
average, which is nearer the truth, and at least $120,000 for school-
masters, at an average of $G0 a mouth, besides all the expenses of the
county machinery necessary to ]mt the system in operation.
Mr. Baskerville testified that it took all the cotton he made in 1870 to

pay his taxes, and he was one of the largest and most energetic of the
planters of Koxubee County. All others were in the same condition.
The poorer classes suffered most ; they were without money, and their
taxes had to be made by sales of their hordes, corn, furniture, or what-
ever else could be found to sell. It re<piires no stretch of imagination
to understand the feelings this state of the case would produce among
a people who had been reduced to poverty by the war, whose crops, for
several years after peace was declared, had proved failures, or had been
sold at such low rates as hardly to pay taxes.

With a government imposed ui)on them by militarj- rulers, headed by
General,' now United States Senator, Ames, under the dictation of Con-
gress ;

with strangers and adventurers placed in authority over them,
under the reconstruction acts, by the votes of their former slaves, when
THEY Avere disfranchised; with all their local officers sent from other
States and sharing none of the burdens they imposed; with political
emissaries associating with the negroes and poisoning theirmiuds against
the white man ; and when, at last, a law was passed by the radical
legislature inaugurating the gigantic school system to which we have
alluded, vvhereby they were to be sold out of house and home, and
turned out with their wives and little ones as beggars, the poorer class
became desperate, and in a number of cases violated the law, by whip-
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plug and driving off meu like McBride. Tliey did wrong. Tlie law
allowed the oppression; McBride and his associates had the legal right

to have their two hundred school-houses built, and their twenty-five

little negroes instructed in each ; they had the right to have their $600
or $1,000 a year each paid, and the horses, cows, beds, and provisions

of these poor people sold to pay the taxes imposed for that purpose.

Let THEM starve or leave the State if they could ; Congress had, by its

agents, given the authority, and Federal soldiers were stationed every-

where by the President to see that all these orders were enforced. It

would doubtless have been better for the country if all the people of

Mississippi had quietly submitted to all these things ; but it is easier to

philosojjhize than to starve. Many of the poorest of these people saw
that they had either to be deprived under the forms of law of all they
had or to break up the system of robbery, for it Was nothing else, which
had been inaugurated, to get enough radical schoolmasters into each,

county to control and manage the negroes. They gave them all sorts

of notices to leave, hoping to intimidate them, and thus, without collis-

ion, rid themselves of their burdens; failing in that, in several instances

they banded together, disguised so as if possible to avoid detection and
escape punishment, and whipped the schoolmasters, as in McBride's
case. That is all, or nearly all, there is, or ever was, of Ku-Kluxism in

Mississippi anywhere. There was no politics in it; the fact that nearly
all the white men and tax-payers are democrats, while all the school-

masters had to be radicals, of course, alone gives it anything like a
political aspect. It was, in fact, a struggle, regardless of politics,

whether the white people in those counties should be driven from their

homes beggars, or whether they should drive off the men and break up
the system producing such results. It is doubtful whether even the
law-abiding people of New England would quietly consent to be driven
from their homes by such taxation, so imposed, for such purposes, with-

out making a straggle, even if not in accordance with law, for the re-

tention of what they supposed belonged to them.

NORTH CAROLINA.

The most reliable statement we have been able to obtain relative to

the financial condition and management of North Carolina is tliat made
by Hon. Kemp P. Battle, former treasurer of the State, who is known
to be not only a man of the highest order ol" integrity, but perhaj/s the

best informed man in the State relative to financial matters. When
called on to answer the interrogatories put to him by the sab-committee,

he responded as follows :
•

Ralkigii, Xovcmhcr 15, 1871.

Sir: At the request of Hon. Messrs. Shobor, WacMell, ami Munuiug, I forward to
you ariswor.s to the ))iinted questions inclosed. Tlio time allowed mo lor preparation

is short ; but I hope I am substantially accurate.
,

The facts and ligures are taken from ollicial documents. Where I give an opinion
only, it is so stated.

Truly yours,
KEMP P. BATTLE.

Hon. J. B. Bkck, M. C.

Answer to question 1

:

1. On Ist .July, 18G1, the debt of North Carolina was $9, G99, 500

2. At the surrender, in 1865, interest unpaid on this amount was, in round
numbers, (exact amount unknown) 1,200,000

Total debt recognized, July 1, 18G5 10, 899, 500

To which ought to be added, in whole or in part, §717,000, bonds to railroad compa-
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nies (htrhiff the n-ar, under acts xiassed before ; but they are omitted because the general
assembly .siuce the war has failed to recognize them.
War bonds—At the surrender, in 1865, there were outstanding, issued for "ways and

means of defense" and. "payment of confederate tax," in bonds and treasury notes,
$18,117,836.
These were declared illegal by the conventions of1865-66. The State treasurer reports

that the debt was, on October 1, 1870, $28,772,045.
This, however, was only the principal. Adding interest due and unpaid up to Jan-

uary 1, 1871, and we have a total of $32,455,205. The above report, however, does not
state all the facts the sub-committee seem to desire to know. If the legislation of the
convention of 1808 and of the general assembly of 1868-'69 had been carried into effect,

the result wo'uld have been a State debt, on January 1, lb71, of $42,000,000, as appears
from the following statement:
Debt at the inauguration of the State government under the reconstruc-

tion acts - $15,799,945
Increase by convention of 1868

:

For Chatham Railroad Company $1,200,000
Williamstou and Tarborough Railroad Company 150, 000
Western Railroad Comj)any 500, 000

1,850,000
Besides, the convention directed a State indorsement of $1,000,000 for the Wilming-

ton, Charlotte, and Rutherford Raikoad Company, which will probably fall on the
State.

Increase by the general assembly :

For Williamstou and Tarborough Railroad Company $300, 000
For Chatham Railroad Company 2, 000, 000
Western North Carolina Railroad Company 7, 000, 000
Wilmington, Charlotte, and Rutherford Railroad Company 4, 000, 000
Northwestern North Carolina Railroad Company 1, 440, 000
Western (Coal Field) Railroad Company 1, 500, 000
Atlantic, Tennessee, and Ohio Railroad Company 2, 000, 000
Eastern and Western Railroad Company 2, 000, 000
Edirnton and Snftolk Railroad Company , 850,000
University Railroad Company 300, 000

21,390,000

Provision was, however, made to retain in the Treasury $2,100,000 of the above bonds,
to secure payment by the companies of $720,000 interest, in cash or coupons, the first

year, and $3(30,000 the second year. The provision was not complied with, except to a
limited extent, so that, in round numbers, the effect was to reduce the debt about
$2,000,000—say nothing—of increase $19,390,000.
So that it appears that the legislation of the convention of 1868, and the general

assembly of 18(i8-'69, was designed to increase the debt of the State directly to
$37,039,945, or, adding interest, in round numbers, to January 1, 1871, $42,000,000.
An act was liiiewise passed by the general assembly of 1868-'69 providing for resump-

tion of payment of interest on the public debt, and as the expense of the State gov-
ernment had been increased, as hereafter shown, to $500,000 at least per annum, the
taxation on a total valuation of real and personal property of $120,900,000 would have
been about 2^ per cent, for State purposes alone ; for State and county purposes 3 to
3A per cent., (in some counties,) and for State, county, and city purposes, (in some cities

and towns,) 4 to 4| per cent. As some counties owing old debts, created for building
railroads, the stock of which is nearly worthless, are being pushed for payment iu
the courts, the taxation necessary to meet all these demands would have been even
higher.
An abortive effort was made by the general assembly of 1868-69 to pay interest on

the public debt. The result was to pay in cash $111,123 for interest matimng October
1, 1868, after which no more interest Avas paid on the general public debt. Interest on
the special tax bonds to the amount of .$208,470 was paid likewise, after which the
State treasurer, in compliance with a resolution ratified January 20, 1870', stopped pay-
ment of all interest.

But part of the above contemplated debt was attached on the ground of unconstitu-
tionality, and the result was that the following were declared void, either directly or
by the reasoning of the opinion of the supremo court, viz

:

Chatham Railroad Company, second issue under act of assembly $2, 000, 000
Eastern and Westei'n Railroad Company 2,000,000
University Railroad Couipauy ^... 300, 000
Edenton and Norfolk Railroad Company 850, 000

5, 150, 000
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None of -wliicli are outstanding, except i^350,000 of numbers above 1,200, issued to
tbe Chatham Eaih'oad Company under act of assembly.

Moreover, by act passed by the general assembly of 18G8-'69, ratified February 5,

1870, the officers of the railroad companies who had on hand unsold bonds were di-

rected to return them to the treasurj", to the end that they might be reissued under
proper safeguards.
Under this act the following were returned

:

By Atlantic, Tennessee and Ohio Railroad Company $1, 613, 000

By Northwestern North Carolina Eaikoad Comi)any 1, 080, 000

2, 693, 000

The return of $1,650,000, declared unconstitutional, issued to the Chatham Railroad

Company, has ah'eady been mentioned.
Answer to question 2 : In 1861 the State was responsible as indorser for only

$300,000, issued to the Cape Fear and Deep River Navigation Company, but as the

State had assumed this debt, it is stated as part of tbe $9,699,500 mentioned in answer
to question 1.

Answer to question 3 : In 1861 the State was prospectively liable, as far as can be
ascertained, contingent on acts to be performed by the comj)anies for which the debt
was to be created, as follows

:

Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad Company $9.50, 000
Western (Coal Fields) Railroad Company. (Per mile on certain conditions). 10, 000

Western North Carolina Railroad Company 2,802,000
Albermarle and Chesapeake Canal Company 200, 000

Answer to question 4 : First. No part of the increase of debt since 1865 arose from
" collateral responsibility," as above mentioned.

Second. The increase from the contingent or prospective responsibility is as follows:

Bonds to Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford RailroadCompany $453, 000

Bonds to Northwestern North Carolina Railroad Company 2, 562, 000

Total , 3,01.5,000

Third. From funding accrued interest

:

By act of 1866 $2,417,000

By act of 1868 1,721,400

Total 4,138,400

The State has not attempted to replace any public funds lost by the war.
Answer to question 5: The items of increase since 1865 are as follows, viz:

1. Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad Company bonds issued

prior to the convention of 1868 $450, 000

These bonds were issued in exchange for the same amount delivcsred to the company
in 1862, but not used. As they were issued to the company under acts iirior to 1861,

and were for building the road, and as they had not been i)aid out, the general assem-
blj' thought proper to authorize the exchange.

2. Western North Carolina Railroad bonds, dated July 1, 1866, October 1,

1866, and July 1, 1867, and January 1, 1868 $2,220,000

This increase was for the purpose of conqileting the road tlirough tlu^ Blue Ridgo
Mountains, to connect with the Teum^sec line of railways, and was authorized by the
general assembly prior to the war ; in fact, arose from the provisions of the original

charter of the com])any.
3. The debt created by funding part-duo securities is as follows

:

Under act of 1866 $2,417,400
Under act of 1868 1 , 721 , 400

Total 4,138,800

The increase following is under the authority of tho convention of 1868 and the
generdl assembly of 186b-'69, both which bodies were elected under the reconstrnction
acts.

4. Bonds issued to complete tho Chatham Railroad running from Raleigh, through
the coal-fields of Chatham, to Cheraw and Columbia, South Carolina.
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By the ordiuance of convention of lltli March, 1868, $1,200,000; for \vhich 76
republicans and 5 conservatives voted, tlie convention consisting of 120 members.
By act of assembly, ratilied August 15, 18C8, chapter 14, there was authorized to be .

issued to the Chatham Railroad Company an additional appropriation of $2,000,000.
The reasons given for this appropriation were the necessity of developing the coal-

lields of the Deep River Valley and of giving railroad facilities to the counties li'om

Deep River to the South Carolina line.

Republicans voting for this act, 83 ; democrats voting for this act, 7 ; in both houses.

WLLLIAJXSTON AND TAEBOKOUGH EALLROAD COMPANY.

Under ordinance of convention, ratified August 17, 1868, this company was author-
ized to have, on condition of grading the road, $150,000. The vote for this was repub-
cans, 55 ; democrats or conservatives, 3.

The general assembly of 1868-'69, by act ratified August 17, 1868, authorized the
issue to this company of .tj300,000, to enable the company to grade, &c., the road. Re-
publicans for, in senate and house, 83 ; democrats or conservatives, 7 ; in both houses.

WESTERN (coal-fields) eaileoad COMPANY, (A. J. Joues, President.)

By act ratified February 3, 1669, §2,000,000 were authorized to be issued to this com-
pany. Republicans for, 85 ; democrats or conservatives for, 8 ; in both houses.

WESTERN' NORTH CAROLINA RAILROAD COMPANY.

By act ratified January 29, 1869, eastern and western divisions, $7,000,000 ; repub-
licans for, 79 ; conservatives and democrats for, 15 ; in both houses.
There were several acts in regard to this company ; the above is the final result.

ATLANTIC, TENNESSEE AND OHIO EAILRO^VD COMPANY.

Act ratified February 3, 1869
; $2,000,000 appropriated ; republicans for, 63 ; conser-

vatives and democrats for, 13 ; in both houses.
Act to authorize the construction of a railroad through the counties of Granville,

&c., sometimes called the Eastern and Western Railroad ; ratified March 24, 1869.
(Pronounced unconstitutional by the supreme court.) Vote in house of representatives,
republicans for, 40 ; conservatives and democrats for, 6. I cannot lay hands on the
senate vote.

EDENTON AND SUFFOLK RAILROAD.

Act ratified April 8, 1869; appropriates $850,000; (unconstitutional;) republicans
for, 63 ; conservatives and democrats for, 11 ; in both houses.

UNIVERSITY RAILRO.VD.

Act ratified January 30, 1869 ; appropriates $300,000 ;
(unconstitutional ;) republi-

cans for, 64 ; conservatives and democrats for, 9 ; in both houses.

NORTHWESTERN NORTH CAROLINA RAILROAD COMPANY.

Ratified February 13, 1869 ; appropriates $1,440,000 directly, and more on conditions.
Republicans for, 75 ; conservatives and democrats for, 10 ; in both houses.

WILMINGTON, CILARLOTTE AND RUTHERFORD RAILROAD COMPANY.

Appropriates $3,000,000 ; act ratified January 29, 1869 ; republicans for, 89 ; conser-
vatives and democrats for, 15.

The reason given for the above appropriations was the necessity to develop tho
resources of the State.

PENITENTIARY ON DEEP RIVER.

$100,000 issued, decided unconstitutional ; republicans for, 80 ; conservatives and
democrats for, 3 ; in both houses. Advocated on account of water-power convenient,
ceutrality of position, &c.

I

Answer to question 6

:

1. Sinlcing-fund.—The commissioners reported December 5, 1860, $457,000. This was
invested in bonds of the State. During the war they were sold by the commissioners,
and the proceeds re-invested in North Carolina State 8 per cent, bonds, issued during
the war at a large profit.
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Besides, daring the war, the interest of tliis fund, aiid also dividends of railroad com-
panies paid into the same, were likewise invested in North Carolina bonds, issned dur-
ing the war. Since the close of the war this whole sinking-fund, amounting to

$2,372,500, has been treated as valueless, the legislatures and courts regarding the
bonds as tainted with rebellion and void.

2. Literary fund for the support of common schools. Stocks in bonds lost by the re-

sult of the war, repudiation of bonds of the State, issued during the war failure of
debtors, &c., $1,047,100. There were bonds of individuals, not of considerable amount,
lost by the results of the war, but not by the default of the State officials or agents,

say not exceeding the stock held by this fund, viz :

Wilmington and Weldon Eailroad Company $400, 000
Wilmington and Manchester Eailroad Company 200, 000

Cape Fear Navigation Company , 32, 500

Eemained after the war and we;re sold by authority of the general assembly of
1868-'69, through the board of education of 1863-'Gt), as follows :

Wilmington and Weldon Eailroad stock, $400,000, for $140, 000
Wilmington and Manchester, $200,000, for 10, 000

Cape Fear Navigation Company, $32,500, at 3, 250

Total 153,250

Answer to question 7 : This question can only be satisfactorily answered by the
report of the committee on frauds, consisting of Attorney General Shipp and Messrs.

J. G. Martin and J. B. Batchilor, appointed by the general assembly of 1870-71, and
who have been taking evidence since May, 1871.

It is admitted that"from $10,000,000 to $12,000,000 have been lost by the mismanage-
ment or wastefulness in unfortunate speculations of railroad officers.

Answer to question 8 :

County taxation for 1860 $364, 833
County taxation for 1870 954, 111

(The taxes of nine counties of 1870 ai'e estimated by averaging the rest, there being
no return from them.)
Answer to question 9 u Average cost of conducting State government in

1858-'59-'60, excluding interest on public debt $137, 977
Average cost for 1868-'G9-'70, excluding interest and $74,000 for building peni-

tentiary, as being of a permanent nature 576, 738

Answer to question 10 : Part of the additional expense arose from the constitution of

1868, requiring more officers than the old constitution
;
part arose from higher salaries;

part from extravagance in some of the officers
;
part from longer sessions of the gene-

ral assembly, and larger per diem and mileage. In 1808 (in which year the expenses
were less than the average, viz, $408,841) there was a convention held, and there wa3
none in 1858-'60. In 1870 the militia cost $74,742. There was no such expense in
1858-60. The larger part of the inci'case was from high salaries, more officers, and
wastefulness.
Answer to question 11 : There were no changes from 1861 to the surrender in 1865

;

none from the surrender to the inauguratioii of the present government ; sinc(i, registra-

tion of voters is required. Another change was the forbidding challengiis of voters on
the day of election. A third wjis requiring all the candidates to bo voted for in the
same ticket and in the same box. The present general assembly has changed these
last two particulars.

Answer to cpuistion 12 : 1st. Eegistration was deemed advisable, in order to prevent
from voting those excluded from the right by recent amendments to t he Constitution.

2d. Eei)nl)licans say it is right to prevent challenges on thi^ day of election, because
otherwise coh)red peoph; would be intimidated or excluded from voting by the delays
caused by frecpient challenges. Tiie democrats say the object and elFect were to in-

crease the colored vote unfairly. Their exact ages are seldom known, for obvious rea-

sons, and it is charged that njaiiy under twenty-one years of ago have voted; also,

that colored men have voted undcjr different names.
3d. Eepublicans say that candidates should be voted for on the same ballot, in the

Eiame box, becaiisi; t lie, coloi-ed men are ignorant, u\iable to read, and the chances of im-
position are diniinishi;d. Tiie other party contend that tli(i object is to prevent them
from choosing between candidates ; that they considertid themselves bound by tlieir

duties to the League, and other causes, to vote the republican ticket, and that they
were taught by cunning party leaders that such ticket could not be altered.
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Answer to question 13 : So far as my personal observation extends, I think that the
effect of the foregoing changes has been to keep the colored peoiile in a body, and un-
willing to vote for any but the regular nominees—in other words, they almost univer-
sally accepted a printed ballot, printed so as to bo easily distinguished, and voted it

without knowing, or caring to know, what names were on it. And I think it altogether
probable that colored boys under twenty-one years of age have often voted.

Davidson College, November 21, 1871.

Dear Sir: Before finishing the answers to the questions of the sub-committee, I re-

ceived notice of the extreme sickness of the husband of a near relative, the Eev. Dr.
Phillips, of this place. I deemed it proper to come here by next train. Hence, I was
compelled to complete my answer in great haste. In doing so, it occurs to me that I

mav have omitted to state that the University of North Carolina lost its endowment
of $200,000 stock in the Bank of North Carolina by the failure of the bank. This
should be stated, because its omission would cause a charge of unfairness in my answer,
which charge would not be true. I may have stated this—/ had it in my mind to do so,

but for fear I did not, I will thank you to examine the answer, and add this above, if

necessary.
I had no time to have ifiy answer copied. If its details be printed, I will thank you

for a copy ; if not, I will thank you to have a cojjy made, at my expense, and forward
to me at Raleigh.

Truly yours,

KEMP P. BATTLE.
Hon. J. B. Beck, Washington, D. C.

It will be thus observed that, iu tlie foregoing statement, Mr. Battle
shows that the indebtedness of North Carolina on the 1st dav of Jnly,
18G1, was $9,609,500; on the 1st day of July, 1865, it was 810,899,500;
at the inauguration of the government under the reconstruction acts
it was 815,799,915. There was a contingent liability of several millions

at each of the above dates, the exact amount of which is not stated.

On the 1st day of January, 1871, it was 832,455,205; and adds: "If
the legislation of the convention of 1868 and of the general assembly of
1868-'69 had been carried into effect, the result would have been a State
debt on Januaryl, 1871, of 812,000,000," the items of which he sets forth
in detail.

The courts, however, interfered, and saved the State from these
appropriations to the extent of about 810,000,000, as he shows, by
declaring the acts unconstitutional. Mr. Battle further shows that if the
legislation of 1868-'69 had been carried out, and" the taxation on a total

valuation of real and ijersonal property of 8120,900,000, would have been
about 2J per centum for State purposes alone; for State and county
puri)oses, 3 to 3J pev cent., (iu some counties,) and for State, county, and
city purposes, (in some cities and towns,) 4 to 4J per cent."

Governor Caldwell sent the sub-committee his message to the legis-

lature recently assembled, to which the attention of Congress is invited.

He seems to regard the financial condition of the State as so bad, and
the legislature which made it so extravaganf; and corrupt, that repudia-
tion in whole or in part is perhaps a necessity. He shows that the debt
of the State on the 1st day of October, 1871, amounted to 834,887,404 85.

The census report shows that the assessed value of taxable property of
North Carolina in the year 1860 was 8292, 297^, 602
In 1870 it was ^ 130, 378, 622
Taxation for State j^urposes in 1860 543,643
Taxation for State puri)0ses in 1870 1, 160, 413
Taxation for county purposes in 1860 255, 417
Taxation for county purxjoses in 1870 923, 604

We desire to avoid comment in regard to all these matters as much as

possible, simply laying the facts as furnished before Congress for con-
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Rideration; but we canuot forbear turuing to tbe testimony of H. W.
Guion, one of tbe oldest aud ablest lawyers iuthe State, and extracting

from it, on pages 25G, 257 tbe^bllowing, as sbowing more clearly than au^'-

comments we could make, bow North Carolina has been plundered and
oppressed by the rulers imposed upon her by the recoustraction acts

:

Question. How have the financial affairs of your State been managed ?

Answer. The State has been plundered openly.

Question. In what way ?

Answer. The legishiiture that was elected in 1868

Question. Under this same military reconstruction ?

Answer. "Yes sir ; nnder the same military direction. A set of men were elected

that had no interest iii the State at all, or very little. '' * * They wonld just

vote out the bonds of the State Avith the understanding that a certain part of them
would be divided among them. I was a director of this Wilmington, Charlotte aud
Eutherforxl Railroad. A message came in a circuitous way to the board of directors,

(we needed funds to finish the road,) that if we wonld ask for ten millions of dollars

of bonds they would let us have them, provided they would receive five or ten per
cent, on them ; they would vote ten millions of bonds to this railroad company,
provided certain managers were allowed to retain either five or ten per cent. I have
forgotten which it was.

Question. That proposition came directly from the legislature ?

Answer. It came from certain parties in the legislature in such a way that we "were

assured it was a proposition, and that it would be carried out. It was in that way our
present State debt has been made.

*
J

* * * * *

Question. None of the bonds were expended in the coustruction of the roads?
Answer. None. That legislature was so corrupt that when the three commissioners

appointed to draught the laws tendered to the legislature several chapters for passage
by the legislature, they swore that they would not vote for the m at all unless they
were x^aid for it.

SOUTH CAROLINA.

There is perhaps no means of stating with accuracy what the debts
and liabilities of South Carolina now amount to. The whole machinery
of the State government seems to have been run for the purpose of

plundering the people, and enriching the officials. This unfortunate

State fell into the hands of a worse set of carpet-baggers than any other.

The negroes, as a class, were more ignorant and debased than in other

States. They out-numbered the white population largely," there being
almost 35,000 more negro than white voters, and they l)ecame the ready
tools of the needy adventurers who obtained power by their votes, in

the system of oppression and corruption which was inaugurated in all

the departments of the State government. The governor and his official

staff were all carpet-baggers. The legislatiu-e was comi)osed nminly of

ignorant negroes and degraded Avhite men ; the local oiiicials were of

tbe same class, and all seemed to agree that it was their right and priv-

ilege to rob and plunder th^ people olthe State in any way they ])leased.

Our special report on the " disturbed portions" of South Carolina shows
clearly what sort of men composed the convention ainl legislature of

this State. South Carolina was known to be more obnoxious to the
Federal autliorities at Washington than any other State, and the oppres-

sion of her i)eople would not only be tolerated, but encouraged to any
extent that her oppressors miglit find it to their interest \.o keep tliem

up, us they were well assured. The people of that State arc now not
only on the verge of bankrui)tcy, but their future is almost without a gleam
of hope. The plunderers have rpiarreled however ; their dissensions may
bring relief, that is tlie ouly chance the i)eople have. But we will not
comment further until we have furnished the proof.

The debt proper of the State in l.SOl was alxmt 8-4,000,000. Some
$GjOOO,OOOot conditional aud prospective liabilities then existed. Much of
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this seems, from the information we bad, to have been dropped, a-nd,

doubtless, settled by the corporations for which the State was bound,
but we could not arrive at the facts with accuracy.
On the mth of May, 1871, the tax-payers' convention which met at

Columbia reported the following

:

THE PUBLIC DEBT OF THE STATE.

The following is a statement of the bonds aad stock of the State on -wliicli its name
appears, outstanding, as near as could be ascertained during tlie short session of the
convention

:

Amount of bonds and stock outstanding on the 1st of Oc-
tober, 1867, as exhibited by the report of the comp-
troller general for November, lb67, exclusive of bonds
issued for military defense $5, 407, 215 23

To this must be added the difference between the true
amount due on the fire loan sterling bonds past due,
unpaid and payable in London, to wit, $768,222 27,

and that stated m the comptroller general's report, to

wit,§4H4,444 51 383,777 7G
$5, 790, 792 99

Amount due on bonds issued under acts of lg60 and 1861 for military
defense, as by comptroller's report for October, 1867 2, 854, 679 78

Total as principal of October, 1867 8,645,672 77

Bonds isssued by present administration as follows :

Under act approved August 26, 1868, for redemption of
bills receivable $500,000 00

Under act approved August 26, 1868, for payment of in-

terest on public debt 1,100,000 00
Under act approved September 15, 1868, for funding

billsof Baukof the State of South Carolina 1,258,550 00
Under act approved Februarv 17, 1869, for relief of the
Treasury ".

, 1,000,000 00
Under act api^roved March 27, 1869, for land commis-

sion 200,000 00
Under act approved March 1, 1870, for land commis-

sion 500,000 00
4,558,550 00

Total outstanding obligations of the State as principal 13, 204, 222 77

Statement of contingent liabilities of the State of South
Carolina arising from the indorsement of railroad
bonds

:

South Carolina Railroad bonds, payable in 1868, secured
by first mortgage '. $2,093,312 40

Charleston and Savannah Railroad bonds, payable in

1877, secured by first mortgage 505, 000 00
Savannah and Charleston Railroad bonds, under act of

1859, payable in 1869, secured bj- first mortgage 245,750 00
Laurens Railroad bonds, payable in 1879, secured by first

mortgage ^ 75,000 00
Spartanburgh and Union Railroad bonds, payable in

1878-79, secured by first mortgage 350, 000 00
Greenville and Columbia Railroad bonds and certificates

of indebtedness, payable in 1881, 1882, 1883, and 1888,

under acts of 1861, 1866, and 1869, secured by first

mortgage 1,426,545 80
Blue Ridge Railroad bonds, under act of 1868 4, 000, 000 00

8, 695, 608 20

Indebtedness of the State as principal and guarantor, inclusive of
bonds issued for military defense 22, 899, 830 97

Less amount due as of October, 1867, on bonds issued for millitarv de-
fense : .".... 2,854,679 78

Indebtedness of the State as principal and guarantor, exclusive of
wardebt 20,045,151 19

25 KK
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The members of that conveutioii thus spoke of the corruption of the
government officials

:

Indeed the members of the senate and tlie house of representatives, as well as the
officials, do not hesitate openly to charge each other with fraud and corruption ; and
there is a well-settled tariff for legislative action of this kind most accurately gradu-
ated.

A considerable portion of the last session of the legislature was consumed in mutual
criminations of this kind, and one of the senators actually proclaimed his independence
of investigations of fraud and corrujition on the ground that his own frauds would
bear investigation quite as well as those of his accusers, and the challenge was not
accept-ed. The governor of the State, in his veto of a bill for legislative expenses the
last session, says: "I i-egard the money already appropriated during this session aud
the sum included iu this bill, amounting in the aggregate to four hundred thousand
dollars, as simply enormous for one session. It is beyond the comjjrehension of any
one how the general assembly could legitimately expend one-half that amount of
money." And the matter turned out to be a fraird, as the governor insinuates. Last
winter a committee of both branches of the legislature was appointed to investigate
the frauds and blackmailing connected with the Blue Ridge Railroad legislation of the
previous session. The governor, the main witness, appeared before this committee,
and accused the former legislature of all sorts of villainy. xYlludiug to the bill grant-
ing aid to the road, the governor says:. "When the bill came up a member of the
house came to one of the parties and said : ^The report can't go thronf/h until 1 get five

hundred doUurs.'" And when an injunction was served on the liscal oflicers of the
State to prevent the indorsement of the bonds, the governor alleges that the parties

procuring the injunction proposed to withdraw the same if $25,000 w^ould be jiaid.

After many clear and explicit charges of fraud and coiruptions, the governor, with an
honest burst of indignation against this corrupt body, says: "I know of the fact, or
have been told so by a hundred different persons, that money had been paid to get a
report through at the last session. I want to say, do you sup[)ose that if our Saviour
would come here with a bill ever so good, and want to get it through, or it was thought
best to get up a committee to investigate Him, do you suppose he wouldn't be crueiiied

again if He didn't pay something to prevent it. * * * * I learned afterward that
they privately denumded of the i)resident of the road $500 apiece, as it was publicly

stated by themselves that they did not got enough out of the road when the bill

passed."
The taxable value of the property of the State, in 1860, was $490,000,000, and the

taxes only $002,000; now the taxable property has been reduced to $184,000,000, and
th« taxes increased to $2,000,000. So, you perceive, while your jjroperty has been
reduced to less than half its former value, your taxes have been increased live hundred
per cent. .

That upon a careful examination of the act of the legislhturc, we can reach but one
conclusion: that, for some reasons unknown to your committee, the legislature has,

without conaiderati(m, relinquished to i)rivate individuals the State's lien upon the

Blue Ridge Railroad, and the entire properti(;s of the other companies, (styled compa-
nies in the act,) the Greenville and Columbia Railroad Company. Such dealings by
trustees with the property or funds of their vestui que trust can only be the result of

fraud,; are unauthorized by law, and are void.

Your committee need not dwell upon the poverty of the State, and her utter inability

to enrich ))rivate individuals or corporations by such munificent gifts ; or upon the

fact that legislators, however generous tliey ujay be, are not authorized to devote
public funds to the use aud benelit of their friends and patrons.

What next f We lind the Bliui Ridge Railroad coalescing, confederating with the

Greenville and Columbia ring; a ring whieii at tiiat time had a record that the very

smok(.'S of hell could ntjt render darker or more disgusting ; a record which is no clearer

to-day than it then was.
But the (;lreenvillo and Columbia Railroad Company also has a history. Certain

men, well known to this convention, acting as agents tor a ring of speculators, had by
deception and misrepresentation purciiased the stock held by private individuals at a
m)minal price. The governor, by autliority of the legislature, then sold the State stock

in this com))any to the same "ring," in which high .state ollicials are the chief jewcils.

I have autliority for saying that money to make these i)un]iases was raised l>y hypothe-
cating State bonds. So, then, thi; corjjorat ion known as tlu^ tireenville and Columbia
Railroad Conijiany passed into tlie hands of jirivate individuals who never paid out of

their own jiockets <nie cent for tiio Ktock, and became, what it yet is, a disreputable

ring of State officials, carpcit-baggers, scallawags, and bankrupt stock-jobbers.

Notwithstiindinj^' all the efforts of this convention, it seemed to be

impossible to arrive at the truth ; but alter the corruption aud prolli-

gacy of every departineiit of the goveruineut became apparent to all

;
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after repeated efforts to conceal the true state of affairs Lad been ex-
posed, and the falsity of the official statements of the debt were made
apparent, a joint committee, consisting of three radical members of the
liouse and two of the senate, was appointed to investigate the whole
subject of the financial management of the State. Their unanimous
report to the legislature has been forwarded to us, and we propose to
make a few extracts from it, after quoting from the testimony of the
witnesses who were sworn before the congressional committee, which
we propose to do first, in order to make the extracts from the report
more intelligible. First, because it is more exhaustive, and because the
witness was in a position which enabled him to know accurately tlie

facts about which he speaks, we quote somewhat extensively from the
testimony of the Hon. R. B. Carpenter, who was a candidate for gov-
ernor against Governor Scott.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. State to the committee how long you have lived iu the State of South
Caroliua ; what of6cial positions you have held there, and to what you have aspired.
Answer. I have resided iu South Carolina since the hejjiuuing of 1S67. I held the

office of register of bankruptcy from January, 18G7, till Decemljer, 16G8. I was then
elected, by the legislature, judge of the first circuit, aud I resigned from the office of
register and held the office of circuit judge until July, 1870; I was then put up by the
reform convention for goveruor of tlie State, and made the cauvass of the State for
that position.

Question. What portion of the State of South Carolina did your circuit embrace ?

Anstver. Do you meau as judge ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Answer. The two counties of Charleston and Orangeburgh.
Question. To what extent did you canvass the State of South Carolina while candi-

date for governor, and what were your means of information relative to the condition
of affairs in that State ?

Anstccr. I canvassed every county in the State very thoroughly, except the county
of Horry. I became thoroughly acquainted with the situation of the i)eople of both
colors.

Question. State now what is the general condition of the State of South Carolina, as
far as regards the protection of life, liberty, and property therein ; if there are discon-
tents or outbreaks among the peojile, give the causes of them as well as you can, with-
out being specifically questioned. Give the present condition of the State and the
causes that have led to that condition.

Answer. I think tliere is a great deal of discontent in the State. There has been more
perhaps than at the present time. There have uuquestionablj' been many cases of
violence. I have no doubt of the existence, iu eight or ten couuties, of some secret
organization, whose name even I do not know ; of course I never belonged to it, aud
know nothing of its workings, exce])t what every one knows who lives iu the country.

Question. I would suggest to you just here that our rule has been for a witness to
epeak of what he knows from such information as he relied upon, though he may not
have personal knowledge himself of the facts. Therefore you will have the lirivilege
of so speaking.

Anstccr. Such information as morally convinces me of the truth ?

Question. Yes, sir ; we have been taking testimony to that extent;
Ansira: Well, I believe such an organization has existed in several counties of the

State, perhaps eight or ten ; I do not think it has beeu more widely disseminated than
tliat, though I am not certain of it. I think the causes of the existence of that organi-
zation in South Carolina are purely local ; they grew out of the coudition of things
that has existed there since the reorganization of the State ; the local government of
the State in all its deijartments and ramifications. At the commencement, when the
State was reorganized, in lbG8, the peoide of the State took very little part in the elec-

tions. The elections were carried by the colored people, and the persons who had emi-
grated from the North aud gone there managed it exclusively. The first legislature

that met iu South Carolina began its career by largely increasing the State debt, with-
out there being anything iu the State to show for that increase. I can only give in

round numbers what was the State debt of Soutli Carolina at the time of the inaugura-
tion of Governor Scott iu July, 1868 : it was about six millions of dollars. The legis-

lature increased it iu the first place by an act authorizing the issue of $500,000 in

bonds, to take up certain bills receivable, as they were called. They then passed an
act authorizing the governor to borrow a million of dollars, to issue the bonds of the

tate to pay the back interest upou the iiublic debt. They then passed an act to fund
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the hills of tLo Biuik of the Stnte of Sonth Carolina, and bills were fnnrlecl to the
amount, I think, of twelve lauidicd and forty-six thousand dollars. They then passed
an act authorizing the governor to horrow a million of dollars for the relief of the
State treasury. They passed two acts, by the two acts authorizing the issue of bonda
for $700,000 for the land commission, for the purpose of buying lauds and selling them
to the colored peojile. With these additional expenditures of money, all these bonds
having been issued, as I believe, uot a mile of railroad has been built in the State, not
a mile of canal, and up to last November not a school-house had been erected iu South

. Carolina- from our State resources. The Freednien's Bureau had built a large number
of school houses there that had been occupi(^d, but none have been built li)y the State,

although large apjuopriations have been made for school purposes, and the per capita
tax has also been devoted for that purpose. Besides this increase of the indebtedness
ot^the State, the gcueral conduct of the legislature was very unsatisfactory to the i)eo-

ple. It was very well understood at Columbia and throughout South Carolina that
no bill, having any other purpose thau a mere public law, could be passed in

that legislature without briberj^ The governor, iu his testimony before the joint
committeii on the Blue Kidge Kailroad, has expressed it very sti'ongly. His statement
"was that if the Saviour came down to that legislature and wanted to pass a bill for

reform, unless he bribed the legislature to do it, they would crucify him; they would
not only icject his bill, but they would crucify the Saviour. I do not pretend to indorse
that statemcut precisely, but my belief is that of every other marf iu South Carolina,
of any intelligence, that no act was passed there, other thau of a purely legal character,
that the legislature was not bribed to pass. I make that statement not only from
general iul'ormatiou, but from the confessions of a large number of parties interested,

the lobby members and the members of the legislature themselves ; I do not think they
ever made any secret of it. Another cause of discontent was the lavish pardons that
were issued by the governor. Men of the worst character, meu who had com-
mitted the worst possible crimes, were pardoned and turned loose without any ap-

'

plicaliou from anybody, as far as was known; from no responsible parties, cer-

tainly; no application from either the judge or solicitor. They were pardoned and
turned loose to prey again upon the coranumity. Another cause of discontent was the
character of persons ap])ointed to fill offices uuder the executive. The constitution of
South Carolina gives the executive vast patronage, or at least the legislature have
assumed it, whether the constitution gives it or not., All the county auditors, county
treasurers, trial justices—as they are called there—justices of the peace, and most of
the local officers are appointed by the governor. As a rule they are utterly incompe-
tent, and as a rule they are utterly corru[)t. Another cause of discontent was the
organization and arming of the militia of the State, and the furnishing them with ammu-
nition. The militia were confined to colored ^>eople. Numerous applications were
made by white companies to be received into the State militia, but they were all

rejected. Some twenty thousand colored people in ditfercut parts of the State were
armed with Winchester and Springfield and other rifles, and near the time of election

ammunition was distributed to them, as if ujion the eve of battle. They were some-
times very ofiensive, and did a great deal of mischief. It was very olfensive to the
white people that thi se colored p(!ople should be armed, and sometimes depredations
were committed by them ; that was a serious cause of discontent. Another cause was
the election law itself, and the manner in which it was executed. I do not remember
the number of sections in the statute. It is a long act, and from the beginning to the

end no penalty is provided for any violation of its provisions. That act places the

whole power of conducting the elections iu the hands of the three commissioucrs for

each (Muiuty, to bo appointed by the governor, without couiirmatiou by the senate.

These; commissioners, thus ap])ointed, were reijuired, in the iijst place, to designate

and fix the places of voting. They appointed the managers to receive the votes—to

Lave the ballot-boxes at the polls anil receive the votes. The law then required tlio

managers, within three days after the election, to return these ballot-boxes sealed up
to the commissioners.. The commissioners were allowed by law ten days to count these

ballots and to make their returns of the persons elected. They began their career as

commissioners by ))eing very generally themselves candidates for olliee; and they had
to decide whether they were elected or their competitors. Before the api)()iutnient of

the cominissioncrs, however, the executive coiuniittee of the reform i)arty requested

Governor Scolt to appoint one reform commissioner for each county. That he declined

to do, and, so far as I am apprised, he appointed commissioners only from his own ])arty

and his own friends. These commissioners commenced operations by fixing the voting

places upon the lianks of rivers and upon the sea-coast, where the colored population

is very dense; while further back from the rivers, and along the upi)er part of the

State, the white iio'>>ulat*)n predominates, but is very scattered. As a rule, the com-

missioners fixed the voting places to accommodate the colored people, and to be as

far off and inconveni(;nt for the white people as they could. In certain coun-

ties the •wbite peoido would have to travel forty mih^s to the nearest precinct

to vote. Then it was proposed to the executive committee of tlie republican
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party to Lave a cominitteo of each party remain ^x[t\\ the hallot-boses and see

that they were not tuuixiered with. Tliis they declined to do, and, except for

the city of Charleston, they kept these hallot-boxes in their private honses, IVom
the tinie of tlie election nntil the time they made their returns. That the ballot-

boxes were stuffed after the election is no longer a matter of opinion. In some of the
counties it has been a matter of judicial iuvestigatiou. For iustance, in the couuty
of Beauibrt there was a trial of the commissioners for that couuty, charged with
stuliing the ballot-boxes alter the election. The trial was before his honor Judge
Bond, of tbe circuit court of the United States. The jury was composed of an equal
nund)er of black men and white ipen. They found the defendants guilty, and Judge
Bond senteuced them to the penitentiary for two years each. In comities where it was
utterly impossible there should have been a majority for Governor Scott, in my opinion
the ballot-boxes were stufted, the record falsilied, and the will of the people entirely

thwarted. I cannot suppose that a law of that sort was made for any other purpose
than to keep the party in power, to prolong their power, whether the peojile voted for

them or not. For instance, in the fourth congressional district, represented in your
House by Mr. Wallace, the commissioners' returns make him elected by some three or
four thousand majority, I think. Now, judging from a very active and thorough can-
vass of the whole country, and froui information of men of all parties generally, I do
not think he could have been beaten there by less than six or seven thousand votes.

In the county of Chestertield, where the white population largely predominates, where
the reform senator was elected by a handsome majority, the commissioners returneil

to the lower house two members as elected who were friends of Governor Scott, and
the house seated them. I think it was universal with the republican papers in the
State th;it they denounced it as an outrage ; these men never could have and never did
have a majority. The Charleston E(;publican and the republican paper of Columbia
both very severely denounced the action of the house, particularly the Charleston Re-
publican. I do not pretend to state what the opinion of the people was as to the real

result of the cauvass; but it was the general opinion throughout the State, after the
election, that the ballot-boxes had been tampered with throughout the State, and the
will of the people entirely disregarded. The legislature elected in that cauvass then
took their seats, and they proceeded at once to follow out the line of their predecessors.

Bribery was the general order of the day tt) secure the passage of anything. They had
some very large jobs in relation to railroads that were carried out very much to the
disgust of the people who have to pay the taxes, and who have any regard for public
morality. The first legislature passed an act guaranteeing four millions of d(dlars of
bonds for the Blue Ridge Railroad, and reserving a statutory lien upon the road and
its franchises, and its running stock, and everythiug of the sort, for the payment of
the four millions of dollars. The .same legislature passed an act guaranteeing about
two millions of dollars of bonds for the Greenville and Columbia Railroad, a road
already running. Last winter tiie legislature jiassed an act relieving both of these
roads from their liability, so far as a mortgage was concerned, canceling the mortgage
in favor of the State, and authorizing them to jnit a lirst mortgage bond upon their road.

QvcstiOH. Thus releasing the lien of the State ?

AiisU'tr. 'J'hus leleasing the lieu of the State entirely upon the two roads. Those
two liens amount to about six millions of dollars. The Blue Ridge Railroad had only
about twenty-nine or thirty miles of road constructed. The estimates of the engiueers
are that it Avill require, in addition to the four millions of dollars guaranteed bj' the
State, some four or five millions more to complete it. It runs thiough a mountainous
country from Anderson. South Carolina, to Knoxville, Teuuessee. That of course is

assuming the debt by the State, for it is impossible that the road can pay it and iinish

the road. The State for two years has been paying the interest on the bonds of the
road guaranteed by her, is doing so now, and has been doing so since the war, and I

think she did so before. That has been the general character of the legislation of
South Carolina. In addition to that, there have been a great many outrages peipe-

trated in South Carolina, other than by Ku-Klux, as they are called. Last summer the
Loyal League, headed by those persons who controlled the State governmc^nt, were
very elticieiit in mischief. Duiiug my canvass, I supipose that half a dozen meetings
were broken upi by hostilities commenced in every instance by colored persons, and as

I believe, being on the gionnd, at the instigation of certain white peox;)le.

Question. Do you mean meetings of your political friends ?

Ansu'cr. Yes, sir; I mean meetings where I was advertised to speak, and some meet-
ings where both parties were advertised to speak and had agreed upon a joint debate.

We agreed upon a joint debate at Chester Court-House. Mr. Attorney General Chani-
herlain made a speech aud I wa.s to follow—other speakers had preceded; I v/as to

conclude the debate. There was kuown to be a great deal of feeling and excitement
there, and it was agreed between the dilferent committees there that there should be
no disturbance ; that no speaker should be interrupted ; tor there was some fear of bad
blood. I had not been speaking five minutes, and certainly was saying nothing
oli'ensivo to anybody, when I was interru^Jted by the chairman of the Scott corn-
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mittee v^'ith a qnestion tliat I answered. Immediately he and two or three others
hcgaa to throw rocks ; one ot them came up ou the stand and knocked down a man
"who was standing by my side; I was not hurt. There wl^s a general scrimmage, the
people trying to get out of the way. I saw no white man strike back, nor throw any-
thing l)ack. There was a man shot the same day by a colored man. Substantially the
«ame thing occurred in three or four other places. I never saw a while man arrested

;

they did not arrest at all. I think that the cause of the operations of these secret

organizations is simply and purely the bad local government, where life and property
are insecure. As I have stated, I ti'aveled, last summer, over the entire State of South
Carolina, with the exception of a single county. I was entertained by prominent gen-
tlemen in different parts of the State. I was in full and coutidential intercourse with
them; social intercourse, sometimes; sometimes convivial intercourse. From the
commencement of my campaign until the end, I never heard any gentlemen anywhere
express any hostility to the Government of the United States. The trouble of which
everybody complained was the incapacity and venality of the admiuistratiou of South
Carolina in all its departments and branches; that was the cause of all the complaints.
During the campaign several men were killed in different parts of the State; two col-

ored men were killed in Barnwell County. I never heard that charged to the Ku-
Klux organization ; nobody ever supposed it was done by them. In more than one
place during the canvass it was proclaimed, publicly, that if any colored man dared to

vote the retorm ticket, the order had gone forth from the League that he was to be shot.

I do not pretend to say there were any such orders, but I certainly heard the threat
made by several prominent colored men, -and the colored men, undoubtedly, were very
much afraid. And on the day of election, in my immediate neighborhood, upon the
islands below Charleston and around Charleston, the military companies were out
armed, with their rifles loaded ; and when a colored man came up who was suspected
to be a reformer the companies were ordered to fall into line. Indeed, they had no
chance to vote our ticket, because the moment that the challengers came upon the
ground with our tickets for distribution they were seized and the tickets taken away
from them, ami some of them were very roughly used. On John's Island, Wardmalaw,
and Edisto, that took place. The same thing occurred in Christ Church parish, in the
eouhty of Charleston, and in St. John Berklej'^ ; and in other places.

Qiu'htion. You stated a moment ago that the colored people were eA'idently much
ifraid ; be kind enough to explain whether you meant the colored men who thought of
potiug the reform ticket ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; that is what I meant. Large numbers of them in every county of
the State, where I was, at different times came to me and told me that they thought I

was right ; that in our platform we had provisions protecting their rights, and they
believed, from their acquaintance with me and my conduct in the State, that I would
carry out the pledges made ; that they believed wo were right, but they feared to vote
our ticket.

Question. They so told you ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; as respectable colored people as there are in South Carolina told me
that in every county of the State— that they dared not vote for our ticket. The killing of
two men who were very well known in Barnwell County especially, and the violence

that occurred during the meetings in other places, struck peii'ect terror among the
black i)opnlation. These men who were talking to me said, " We can and we will stay

away from the polls, for if we are not there we will not be hurt ; but we dare not go
there and vote the reform ticket." I may as well say that the reform movement hud
no national siguilicance.

Question. I was about to ask that question—whether or not the opposition to Gov-
ernor Scott and the then existing administration in South Carolina—was not your
movement principally—based ui)ou reforms proposed in the administration of the
afl'airsof the Stati; ?

Answer. Entirely so ; it had no national significance whatever. It was Jiot intended
or in any way constituted a party with any idea of natioiuil politics. It was very well
known to the convention that nominated mo that I had voted for General Grant, and
I had voted for Lincoln tor his second term. It was e<|ua11y well known that I had
been appointed by Chief Justice Chase register of bankrujitcy, and cfjually well known
that I iutd l)cen elected by tiie first legislature of South Carolina as judge; that they
nominated nic, as a repubiiean, and knew I was one.

Question. That legislature itself being very largely republican?
Anaiver. Overwhelmingly so. National politics had nothing to do with the reform

movement in our State last year. It was simply to remedy the crying evils of the local

administration, if that were j)()SNible.

Question. A paper has btuMi laid upon our table this morning, and handed to mo just

this moment, purixnting to be an official statement, by Nilea G. Parker, treasurer of

the State of South Carolina, and attested by F. L. Cardozo, secretary of state, of the

liublic debt of the fetate of South Carolina at tlu; close of tlie fiscal year ending Octo-

ber oi, lb70, together with the statement of the funded debt of the State of South Caro-
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Kna. I bave not had time to examine these paper.?, and do not know anything about
them. Be kind enough to look at them and state wherein, if at all, they I'ail to .set

forth what you regard as the legitimate indebtedness of the State of South Carolina,
embracing in your statement sueh liabilities, outside of the funded debt, as the State
will certainly have to pay. I will make these papers a part of the record, so that your
statement may be fully understood. [I'lis papers referred to are as follows :]

Official statement of the public del)t of the Stale of South Carolina at the close of the fisc<il

year ending October 31, 1670.

Class of securities.
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Bonds issued uuder authority aliove referred to, to November 1, 1870:
To linaucial ajjeiit as per comptroller's report, lfc^69, pages 151-154, &c.:
October, 18G8. For redeinptiou of bills receivable $500, 000 CO
October, 1868. As above for payment interest public debt 1, 000, 000 00
June, 1869. As above, fur relief of treasury 1 , 000, 000 00
Sept., 1869. As above, for land commission 200, 000 00
May, 1870. As above, for laud commission 500, 000 00

3, -200, 000 00

Of wbicli the following Lave been sold by financial agent, as will ap-
pear by reference to his reports, included in those of the comptroller
general for 1869, (page 153,) and 1870, (page 101 :)

Sept., 1869. For redemption of bills receivable $300, 000 00
Oct., 18G9. For redemption of bills receivable 200, 000 00
Oct., 1869. For payment interest public debt 500, 000 00

11,000,000 00

Leaving unsold in his hands, November 1 , 1870 2, 200, 000 00

Amount of bonds sold by financial agent as above, is $1, 000, 000 00
Amount issued, in fnuding, to holders of bills Bank of

State of South Carolina 1 , 258, 550 00

Total amount of new bonds bearing interest $2, 258, 550 00
Increase of bonds and stock issued in funding under acts of September
and December, 1866, being net amount received from parties funding,
to make even sums of $100s and $50s 143 75

RECAPITULATION.

AiHount of bonds and stock (exclusive of invalid war issues) October 1,

1867 $5,407,215 23
Increase of State debt usince October 1, 1867 :

Bt issue of bonds for funding bills Bank State of South
Carolina $1,258, .5.50 00

Bonds sold by financial agent 1,000,000 00
Bonds and stocks issued to parties payiug in various sums

to make even $10Us and $bO^ 143 75
2, 258, 693 75

Total funded debt November 1, 1870 7, 665, 908 98

The comptroller general, in view of the interest at present manifested in the condi-
tion and management of the finances of the State, deems it jjroper to ])resent, for the
information of the public, the foregoing exhibit; and, in doing so, takes occasion to
renuvrk that it will atford him ]deasur(!, at all times, to furnish the fullest information
relative thereto ; more especially would ho be pleased to receive and exhibit to a com-
mittee from the tax-payer's convention, to assemble on the 9th instant, the books and
records of his otficc, and to show, openly, in detail, or otherwise, the manner iu which
its allairs arc conducted.

J. L. NEAGLE,
ComplroUcr General.

Comptroller General's Office, Columbia, S. C, May 1, 1871.

Answer. [After examining the papers.], Well, sir, I have glanced at them casually ; of
couree it would re((nire a great deal of examination of the books and records to show
in all particulars how I think they differ I'rom the truih in the matter. I do not think
either of these, ]iapers is a correct statement in regard to the debt of South Carolina.
In my statement heretofore given I have gone over a ])art of the ground. I see that
this " statement of the funded debt" gives tlu; acts as 1 have given them ; it gives the
divtes of them. For instance, tlui act of August 26, IHOH. fur redemi)tioii of hills re-

ceivable, issued by previous administration, .<?500,UOO ; that is the lirst act of the kind
passed by that leginhiture, as I have stated. It is to be remarked here, in the first

place, that according to the eiunptroller's report at the close of (Governor Orr's admin-
istration, and (•onse(|ueutly just prior to the time that (iovernor Scott was inaiiguratt-d,

the amount of outstanding l)il]s icceivabh! was less than $260,000. I see that this

statement also says that the $500,000 of State bonds, authorized to bo issued for the
redemption of those bills receivable, have not only been issued but sold j therefore this
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statement shows tbe fact that $."00,000 of State bonds have been issued and sohl to pay
about 8260,000 of bills receivable.

Question. They have, in fact, all been sohl ?

Ansiver. This statement admits that they have all been sold. It says '-'bonds issued
under authority above referred to * * ** to financial agent * * * foj> redemp-
tion of bills receivable, $500,000," and then it says, "of which the following have been
sold by financial agent * * * * September, 1869, for redemption of bills receiv-
able, $300.000 ; October, 1869, for redemption of bills receivable, $-200,000." This state-
ment undertakes to say that the whole State debt consists ii} the debt before Governor
Scott came into oflice, and the amount of bonds sold by the financial agent since. But
it is a notorious fact, as I have learned from the financial agent and from other de-
partments of the Government, and nobody can deny it, that the bonds that have not
been sold by the financial agent have been hypothecated by him ; he has not got them
OS hand ; they have been hypothecated by him. He has sold a i)ortion of them, as
here stated: the others have been hypothecated. They are none the less a debt owing
by the State of South Carolina when hypothecated than when sold ; the only difference
is between the price when sold and the price when hypothecated.

Qiieviion. Does that statement anywhere include the liability of the State for these
hypothecated bonds?

Answer. No, sir; it does not allude to it.

Qiiestioit What is your oiiiuion of the amount of the bonds of the State of South
Carolina that have been hypothecated ?

Answer. My opinion is that all the bonds authorized by the legislature have been
issued, and so far as I know they have all cither been sold or hypothecated. They are
as follows: By act of August 26, 1868, for redemption of bills receivable, $500,000; by
act of same date, for payment of interest on public debt, $1,000,000; by act of Septem-
ber 15, 1868, for funding bills of Bank of the State of South Carolina, $1,258,550—I see
he puts it at more than I thought; by act of February 17, 1809, for relief of fho
treasury, $1,000,000 ; by act of March 27, 1869, for purposes of laud commission, $200,000

;

and by act of March 1, 1870, for the same purpose, $.500,000 ; making a total of $4,458,550.
I understand that to be the increase of the State debt, so far as the bonded debt of the
State is concerned, since Governor Scott went into office ; and those bonds I understand
to have been all sold or hypothecated. In regard to the act for the relief of the treasury,
it is very peculiar in its phraseology; perhaps not peculiar when taken in connection
with certaiu statutes of the United States, but peculiar in connection with the statutes
of South Carolina, or of any other State, so far a'fe I am apprised. The State collected
that year over $1,100,000 in taxes from the people ; a sum twice as great as it ever cost
before the war to run the entire machinery of the government of South Carolina, and
more than twice as great as it cost during Governor Orr'a administration. After col-

lecting that sum of money they then passed 'tins, act for the relief of the treasury.
The act was worded something in this way : The governor is authorized to borrow
$1,000,000 for the relief of tlie treasury ; and he was further authorized to sell the
bonds of the State for that pnrpose at a price to be fixed by him, the comptroller gen-
eral, and the treasurer general, or to hypothecate them without any price being fixed,

Now how many bonds have been issued under that act, which as you see may author-
ize him to jssue two millions instead of one million, I do not know, and nobody but

'

the comptroller, the treasurer, and the governor does know. They admit that they
have issued one million ; how many more they have issued I do not know.

Question. But they may issue as mauy bonds as in their judgment would produce to
them a million of dollars ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; they could issue any quantity of bonds that by hypothecation
would bring a million of dollars into the treasury. The act authorized them to do
tliat.

Question. Even though it might require two or two and a half millions to produce
that sum ?

Ansiver. Just so. I think this statement is incorrect in another respect ; I do not think
it states the debt on the 1st of October, 1867, as large as it was. It states it to be
$5,407,215 23. I think it was about a half a million more than that. I have made very
careful investigations of this subject. It was some time ago, and it was then perfectly
fresh in my mind. My conclusion, from the reports and everything I could get hold of,

was that the debt of the State was about $6,000,000 on the ist of'October, 1867. But
talking this statement of the comptroller general that the d^bt was then $5,407,215 -23,

then, in my judgment, there should be added to that the sum of $4,458,550 of bonds
authorized by the legislature to be issued by Governor Scott's administration, and
then, in the next place, there should be added $4,000,000 of bonds guaranteed by tho
State to the Blue Ridge Railroad Company, and the mortgage for which was released

by the last legislature ; and in the third place there should be added $2,000,000 of

bonds in precisely the same condition in connection with the Greenville and Columbia
Railroad.

Question. As this seems to be the j^roper place, state as succinctly as yon can why
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that shoulcl bo aclfletl as a debt, aud whether it is not as certainly a debt as any por-

tion of the funded debt ?

Anau-er. Perhaps I had better go on with this statement, so that it can all be summed
up together.

Question. Very well
;
go on and complete yonr statement as you desire.

Ansu-er. Then there should be added about a million of dollars—I am not certain as

to the precise amount—of bonds to the Spartanbuigh and Union Eailroad, and to the

Laurensburgh Railroad. The reason why I place in the list of debts of Sontli Carolina

the 12,000,000 of bonds indorsed iov the Greenville aud Columbia Railroad, is because
the State having heretofore held a mortgage upon that road has released it, and the

parties now owning the road have put a first mortgage upon it, and the road is in a
bad condition and could not be sold for enough to pay both amounts. In short, the

State never will realize one cent out of that road; she has guaranteed the bonds, aud
she will have to pay them.

Question. In yonr judgment, the other mortgage, together with the cost of construc-

tion, will exhaust the roiid before the State will l)e reached ?

Answer. I hav« no doubt of that. As to the Laurensburgh branch, the State is a
guarantor for some $375,000 or $)4G0,000 of its bonds, with back interest now for eight

or ten years ; that road is already in the banki-upt court ; has been decreed bankrupt
by the Federal court, and has long since passed into the hands of a receiver.

'

Question. How about the ,$4,000,000 of the bouds of the Blue Ridge Railroad ?

Ansioei: First the Spartanburgh road, in this connection; that is a bankrupt corpora-

tion without being in bankruptcy, aud utterly unable to pay its debt, aud also with a
large floating debt. The State can never bo reached there, for the State has uo lieu on
that road, or on the Laurensburgh road. As to the Blue Ridge road, as I have already

said, only twenty-nine miles of that road have been constructed. It will recpiire four

or five niillions of dollars, in addition to the ibur millions guarauteed by the State, to

build that road, and until it is built of course it can pay nothing. In other words, the

bonds of the State were issued to take the place of original stock, and through such a
country as that of course that stock would in any event all be sacrificed; and if built

with bonds instead of stock they would be sacrificed. The State having given up its

lien and allowed another mortgage to be put upon the road, if they go on with it they

will be compelled to mortgage tlie road for as nuich as it would pay if sold.

Question. In fact, you regard that as an absolute debt of the State 1

Answer. I regard the guarauteed bouds of thtit road, of the Gieenville and C(jlumbia

road, of the Spartanburgh ixiad, and (W the Laurensburgh road, as so much debt of the

State, as much so as any of the bonds issued by her.

Question. Aud none of them are embraced in this statement of the debt of the State?

Answer. Not one dollar of them. The State is guarantor for several other railroads

which I have not enumerated, because I consider that they are able to pay, and will

pay the debt themselves.
Ouestion. These other liabilities in the aggregate amount to how much ?

Answer. About $3,500,000 or $4,000,000.

Question. The State has to run the risk of any contingencies that may arise to depre-

ciate the value of the property of those corporations ; and though you think she will

be secure, it is not certain?

Answer. I legard those corporations as perfectly solvent and able to pay. I do not

think the State is in any danger of being compelled to pay either the interest or the

principal of those bonds.
Question. Can you form anything like an estimate of what is the real amount that

the State is now liabhs for?

Answer. By adding these figures together, in my o})iniou, you can tell very quickly

what is the debt of South Carolina, every dollar of which she will bo compelled to

pay. [Making a calculation.] It is alumt $17,450,000.

Question. Who are the owners of the Greenville and Columbia Railroad, and of the

Blue Ridge road, especially the first; in what way did they become the owners of it

and what legislation, if any, has been passed to aid them since they became the own-
ers of the road ?

Answer. In the case of the Blue Ridge Road, to answer the shortest question first,

the majority of the stock is owned by the State of South Carolina and the city of

Charleston, aud has beim represented in the hoard of directors, in voting fi)r ofiicers,

by Governor Scott aud Mayor Pillsbury, the one governor of the State aud the other

mayor of Charleston. There is very little stock outside of that, and they have man-
aged it between them. "

I have stated the legislation in regard to the Blue Ridgo Road
;

first, the credit of the Slate—the indorsement of the State on its bouds to the amount
of $4,0(10,000—and then the relinquishment of the mortgage heid by the State. This

is substantially all the legislation in regard to the Blu(^ Ridge Road, except one piece

of legislation last, winter, that I may more projx'rly speak of in connection with the

Greenville and Columbia Road. The Greenville road is owned now by Colonel .John

PatteiBon, lonn<irlj •!' Penusylvania ; Governer Scott, whose stock, I think, id held by
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Joseph Crews or his brother-in-law, Waterman, amounting, I think, and as I under-
stand, to about three shares; by Parker, the State treasurer; Neagle, the comptroller
of the State; and Cardozo, secretary of state. I think Mr. Tomlinson has an interest

in it. He was formerly auditor of the State. I will not be sure of that, but he had an
interest in it, and I think he has now. Timothy Hurley and others are also stockhold-
ers. I do not know all the present stockholders.

Queslion. Who is Timothy Hurley?
Answer. He is a member of the legislature of South Carolina. Formerly he was a

very active lobby member of the legislature. The road was acquired by ])urchasingnp
in the country, tlirough a portion of the directors of the Greenville and Columbia road,

a certain amount of its stock, all that cmild be purchased in the up-country. That
stock was transferred, in the tirst place, to three pei'sons from Pennsylvania, Colonel
McClure, Colonel Patterson, and a Mr. Taylor, uuder some arrangement with Governor
Orr, who was one of the board of dii'ectors, Mr. liammett, who was the president of

the road, and Mr. Reed, who was the attorney of the road. A very considerable amount
of the stock of the road was purchased in the country and delivered to these parties.

Then the parties divided the stock of the road into shares of .$20,000 each ; twelve
shares, equal to ,^240,000. Then these different parties came in and subscribed one
share, or half a share, or a quarter of a share, as they pleased, and took an interest in

it in that way. That, however, did not give them a controlling amount of the stock
of the road. They could not buj' it in the market. It had got noised about, and there
was a great deal of excitement about it. Then a bill was introduced in the legislature

in the interest of this ring, and it was passed. The bill authorized the governor, the
comptroller, the treasurer, the attorney general, the chairman of the committee on
finance in the senate, and the chairman of the conunittee on ways and means in the
house, to sell any of the public stocks or property held by the State of South Carolina,
at public or private sale, with advertisement or without it, as they might deem proper.

The object of the act was to enable them to sell to themselves the stock held by the
State in the Greenville and Columbia road, probably some three or four hundred
thousand dollars. That would give them a majority of the stock, and enable them to

control the road. The bill was i)assed through the legislature, as was asserted at the
time, and never denied that I know of, by the usual means of procuring the passage
of bills through that body. The stock was sold to some persons in New York, some
friends of Mr. Kimpton. I do not know who they were. It was sold at .$2 7.5 a share,

the shares being ,§50 each, when these same parties had been otfering and paying for

all the stock that could be brought to them from Newberiy, as Colonel Fair informed
me, .Vi4 a share. They sold this stock to those men in New York, and it was aftervrard

transferred to the ditferent parties who held these several shares, and it is now owned
by them.

Question. You spoke of aid being granted to that road by the legislature. Was that
done after thej' became the owners of the road ?

Answer. No, sir; it was done before they became the owners of it. It was after that
act that the mortgage was released.

Question. The mortgage of the State was released?
Answer. Yes, sir ; after they became the owners of the road. That was this last win-

ter, more than a year subsequent to the time when they acquired control of the stock
of the road. Of course other people own stock in the road who have never parted
with it.

Question. That aid, granted by the State, amounted to two millions of dollars ?

Answer. About two millions of dollars. I believe the comptroller general states in

his last report that under that act bonds to the amount of lifteen hundred thousand
dollars have been issued. That is the only means I have of knowing how much has
been issued ; but the statute authorizes about two millions of dollars.

Question. What consideration did the State receive from the governor and his ring,

as you call it, for the release of their iirst lien of two millions?
Answer. The State received no consideration at all; what consideration the members

of the legislature received I am not able to say.

Question. The release operated to the extent of a grant or gift of two millions of dol-

lars to the riug who controlled the road ?

Answer. That is my opinion of it.

Question. You say that ij;700,000 was appropriated by the legislature for the purchase
of lands for the landless and homes for the homeless. To what extent has that
$700,000 been expended, and how has it been applied ?

Answer. Well, sir, I could not give a delinite answer to that question. I do not know
how much of the money was ever used for buying lands; a great deal of it certainly

has not been so used.
Question. What is your be.st information in regard to that matter?
Answer. Judging by all that has been told me by the persons in the different coun-

ties, and from my knowledge of the workings of the land commission, I do not 8ux>-

pose that the laud that has been purchased by the State for the §700,000 could bo sold
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in the niarkch to-day for more than one-seventh of that amount, if it could he sold for

that. The Sehley purchase, which was a large one, amounted to )irr2'i,000; I thinii the
tract of laud consisted of about thirty thousand acres, lying up the Ashley River,
almost an entire unbroken swamp, utterly worthless except ior the timber that there
is nyton it ; and by anj^ means that we have of cutting the timber and getting it out of
the swamp, it is worthless for that purpose. There is a great deal of valuable timber
upon it, if it could be got out, but, of course, without labor and capital, it cannot be
got out. For the purpose for which it was purchased, it is utterly worthless. The
land was otfered in the North for months for $15,000, without linding a purchaser.
There is not a county in tlie State where the land commission was not more or less

swindled. At one time I had a statement of each county, and the precincts where the
land was situated; the iniiversal practice was for the local agent of the land commis-
sion to buy land at one price and put it in to the land conmiission at another. The
Reverend jSIr. Donaldson, a State senator fi-om Chesterlield C(juuty, purchased a tract

of land there; the excess of the amount for which he sold it over the amount for

which he purchas(;d it, must have been between twenty and thirty thousand dollars;

I saw the tract of land and passed over it ; it was worth very little.

Question. It was charged to the State for that n)Uch more than was paid for it?

Answer. Yes, sir. Another State senator, Mr. Luuney, purchased a tract of land in
Darlington County, and charged the State as much again as he gave. Indeed, I believe
he took the money, and made no title to the State at that. During the latter part, tlie

operations of the commission had got down to about tliis: When a man wanted to sell

any laud to the commission, he Avould charge three prices for it; one price he got him-
self, oue price was taken by the go-between, and another price was taken by the land
commission for themselves. That, I believe, is the way the thing wound up ; I do not
think it was as bad as that at first.

Question. lb kept getting worse and worse as they learned how?
Answer. Yes, sir ; or, as the fund grew less, they grew UKU'e hungry. In other words,

if you had a piece of land that was worth $5,ti00, and you wanted to sell it to tlie land
commission, and I was the agent of the commissioii, the arrangement would be for you
to charge !|iirj,000 for it, of which you would take !S)5,000, 1 would take Sp&,OUO, and the
other $5,000 would go to the commissioners.

Question. You think the land would not realize one-seventh of the amount appro-
priated by the legislature for that purpose '?

Ansicer. I think more money was expended in the purchase of the land than $100,000
;

for I think that in a great many instances it was a matter of personal favoritism to
give lai'ge prices for lauds, and that they did so. But I do not suiipose that out of the
|;700,000 one hundred lueu in South Carolina have got any land and al'e living on it

and cultivating it to-day. Most all of the land is in the hands of the State; most of
the lauds are until for cultivation; either old worn-out lands, or else swamjiy new
lands. It has been a frnitl'ul source of speculation and peculation, no doubt about
that; I do not think anybody doubts it; I have never heai'd it denied by anybody; it

was admitted on all hands last snnnner, by Governor SioM-'s partisans and friends, as
well as by my fiii'uds, that there had been a great ileal of coi'mption and peculation

.

in connection with the expenditure of that fund.

Question. Have yon any information as to who were the principal owners of tlie notes
of the Bank of the State of South Carolina to the amount of twelve hundred and (xld

thousand dollars, which is referred to iu the statement of the comptroller general?
Do yon know how that affair was managed, and how those notes were obtained and
paid olf I •

Ansu-a: I know something about them. I think that perhaps the largest holder of

the notes was Edwin Pars(ms, of New York; jierhaps the next larg(>st holder was a
man by the name of Marsh, from Cincinnati, Ohic) ; and Governm- Seoft was a very
considerable holder of these bills. I think most of the gendciiien composing th(> State
govcriiiiient were interested in them, as well as several members of the legislature. I

think Governor Scott had probably some sixty or seventy thousand dollars; 1 am not
certain as to the anionut. He told me at one time that he had .$50,000, and 1 know
that he aitcrward purchased more. I think that most of those who are called the
ring tlierc had an interest in them ; if they did not have the bills themselves, they had
au interest in the bonds after the; bills were funded.

Question. How was that fiiudiiig accomplished '!

Answa: Well, by an act of the Icgiislature. 1 do not think they got much for passing
that; it was in the early days, and they were green about such things. I have heard
Bomc parties say that they got along very well with that. Those fellows had not
learned their ))iisiiiess weH when that bill was jiassed. I think it was got through
without a great deal of money, very little iiioiwy indeed; but I think a greatmany
more l)onds wer(^ issued than there were bills lilcd. I think tin? speculation there was
in that way ]iriueipally. It was asserted— well, there was a suit by I)abn(>y, Morgan
& Co., i)laiutilfs, against the ]}ank of the State, in the nature of a biil against an insol-

vent debtor. That suit was referred to a inastcr in equity, to take proof as to the out-
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stantling bills of the bank, and the holders of those bills were required to come in and
present them and prove them. In that case there was proved something less than
|500,000 of the bills. The case had been iu court a year and a half or more ; had been
a very piominent case; was widely known ; and there was something less than a half
million ol' I he bills there proved. Those bills were withdrawn from that court by leave
of the court. To the astonishment of everybody who had been familiar with tin; affairs

of the State, when the bonds came to be issued for the funding of those bills, they
footed up between twelve and thirteen hundred thousand dollars, instead of what
everybody supposed would be the case, between six and seven hundred thousand. One
of the conmiittee to count the bills was Mr. Joseph Crews, of Laurens ; another of the
committee was a Mr. Raiuey, now a member of your house ; and the third was the
treasurer of the State, I believe, Mr. Parker. After these bonds had been issued, shortlj'

afterward, it seems that Mr. Crews deposited with Scott, Williams & Co. $30,000 of
these bills. Nobody knew anything al)out it imtil last year, when Scott, Williams &
Co. sued Crews for some money he owed them. Then this st;!te of facts was disclosed
on the trial ; Scott, W^illiams &. Co.'s bank had been robbed before the institution of
the suit against Crews, and among other property taken by the robbers was this .$:30,000

of the bills of the Bank of the State of South Carolina. It turned out that shortly
after the bills were coi^ted and supposed to have been destroyed. Crews had dei)Osited

this amount as collateral security for mcwiey that he had borrowed of that bank. In
the suit he insisted that he ought not to pay the amount he had borrowed, because the
bank had allowed the collateral secuiity to be stolen.

QiiesltoiK This §?>0,COO was supposed to be part of the bills understood to have been
destioyed by the committee of which Crews was a member ?

Ansicer. It was supposed they were ail destroyed. Where he got this $30,000, when
it was su Imposed that all these bills had been counted and destroyed, of course I do not
know. He was one of the committee that counted them.

Qiiesfiov. Will you tell us what you know about the pardons issued by the governor

;

the number and character of the criminals pardoned, and especially the time when
these pardons were issued in the greatest numbers ?

Answer. I have already stated that a large number of criminals of the worst descrip-

tion were pardoned by Governor Scott. I think the pardons came much the thickest
just before the October eleciions of last year.

QiicslloH. What was the date of your election ?

Ans^^•cr. It was on the 19th of October.
Question. The governor's official statement of pardons by him reaches to the 1st of

October ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Qnesiion. From your knowledge and information, what would he your opinion as to
the number of pardons issued between that dote and the date of the election ?

Answer. I could not state. I saw seveial peisous that I had myself sentenced to the
penitentiary, who were pardoned just before the election ; 1 met them on the streets;

three or four of a very bad description of men—men who had been sentenced to the
penitentiary for a series of years. I do not know, but I judged, from seeing three or
four that I knew myself, that there must have been a great' many all over the State;
and that is my information from other people. I think the official statement of par-
dons from October 1, 1SG9, to October 1, 1870, gives the number as two hundred and
five, out of some four hundred and eighty who were in the penitentiary. How many
of them had been convicted during that time, and how many of them were there
before, I cannot say. I do not know whether the official record, if I had it, would
enable me to say. According to General Stolbrand's rei)ort, who is the keeper of the
])eniteutiary, tw» hundred and five prisoners in the penitentiary were jiardoned
between October 1, 1869, and October 1, 1870, out of some four hundred and eighty who
were confined in the penitentiary during that year. I think the pardons were largely
in excess of the convictions; I think there must have been more of them there before
Governor Scott exercised the pardoning power with so great liberality.

Question. And you think from the 1st of October to the day of election it continued
quite liberally ? ,

Answer. Quite liberally, I should think.

Question. But the number you cannot give
'Answer. I cannot give the number for the State.

. Question. What ettect did the free exercise of i)ardon have upon the sense of security

of all the people throughout the State ?

Ansxccr. The same effect it would have anywhere, that there was very little security

for life and ])roperty in the country.
Question. What effect did it have upon their reliance upon the courts for the proper

redress of grievances ?

Answer. It had a very bad effect, as I think such an indiscriminate use of the par-
doning power will have everywhere. If men can commit crimes with impunity, of

course no one will be afraid to do so, especially' in such a population as that we have
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in South Carolina; an ignorant population, uncultivated, led by these persons; they
were led to thuik they could do anything, connnit any outrage, and that the governor
would protect then>, that he was all they had to fear.

Question. What effect did that pardoning of criminals have upon the lawlessness
that existed, the taking of the law by men wrongfully in their own hands ?

Ans^l•c^^. I thing that that, and the manner in which the election was conducted, the
election law, and the other matters I have stated—I think these are the sole causes for

men taking the law into their own liands. There was a great deal of excitement, a
great sense of insecurity, and a great feeling of indignation. Because, in addition to
what I have stated, in all the appointments in every department of the govern-
ment, the men were. generally not only corrupt, but utterly incompetent. Men were
appointed school commissioners who could neither read nor write, at a salary of a
thousand dollars a year for a commissioner in each county. Salaries were increased
everywhere. Public officers were multiplied, and the only business of the officers

seemed to be to prey upon the people. The whole government in all its ramifications

Beemed to be intent upon no other ])urpose than self-aggrandizement at the expense of
the population, and I confess I shared in the belief that there was no protection of
person or property in the State.

Question. And that oven the conviction of criminals did not tend to produce pun-
ishment ?

^HSM;e?'. In the first place, the Juries, being composed of colored people, as well as of
white, (parts of each,) it was difficult to indict anybody. The moment a question of
indictment came, there would be some difficulty of race about it. I think there was
none with tlie white people; but, of course, the colored people had a strong i)redilec-

tion for their own race, and they were not very clear in their ideas of the dillV'reuce

between right and wrong. Then, if the parties were indicted, it was very difficult to

convict them ; and, if they were convicted, they were very sure to be pardoned. I
have known, in more than one instance, where a man preferred a charge against a
party, the accused was discharged by the grand jury, and the accuser indicted for false

imprisonment, or something of that sort. In Christ's Church Parish, fo.ur indictments
were found, that my successor on the bench said were an outrage, and he was a simon-
pure Scott raau. Some colored men had been stealing some cattle, and the owner had
them arrested and taken before a justice of the peace, and they were bound over for

' trial, the proof being very clear. The jury were nearly all colored men, and were
summoned by the sheriff of my county—a man of very extreme partisan views—Mr.
Mackey, son of Dr. Mackey. The jury disclnirged the prisoners for stealing the cattle,

and indicted the two young planters for false imprisonment. The case was tried at

the last June session, at Charleston, by my successor. I have information that it was
not a singular case. It has been repeatedly done there. In that case, the judge charged,

the jury that there was no ground at all.

Question. Would not a course of conduct of that sort deter men from seeking the law
as a means of protection?
Answer. Undoubtedly it woiald.

Question. You say that was not confined to one locality?

Ansicer. It occurred several times in my circuit, and I had information that it oc-

curred in other circuits. I do not want to be undia-stood as justifying the proceedings
of these .secret organizations. I do not think it was a remedy for anytliing; but in my
opinion it was the condition of things which I have detailed that was the cause of it.

In my judgment, nothing could be further from a cause for tiiis organization than any
ho.stility to the Federal Government in any of its departments. It had nothing more
to do with the Federal Government than it had to do with the government of China.
Wliatever may have been their reasons—whether well founded or ill founded—they
acted upon tlie idea that they were without a government to protect them; on the con-
trary, tliat the Government was inimical to tlie wliitc people of the State particularly,

protecting theirenemics—themen whoconnnitted crimes against them—and rewarded
them ratlier than punished thein. In my judgment, that was the reason for forming
that organization in South Carolina. As I have said before, I do not approve of it, for

I think il was a remedy I'or nothing.
Qucstio)!. In what way did tlu^y obtain and maintain that sort of control?
Ansiccr. Tliey obtained the control originally by the wliite people of South Carolina

refusing to take any i)art in the elections in the organization of the State. These men
theiiAvent to the colored people, and said, "We ;uc your friends; we are going into this

thing, and have you edu<'ate your childicn, and make everything better for yon," and
all that sort of thing. They got their confidence and control. The white ]H'ople did
not go among them. The colored ])eople in that way wen; mad(>, inimical to the white
people, and led to think that their interests were antagonistic to the intertists of the

white people. The white pc^ojde held the property anil what little money there was.

The colored people were taught by those men to believe that the lands properly be-

longed to them and not to their former masters; that the dwelling-hou.ses and gin-

houses and everything else belonged t** them. I heard that rei>eatedly stated ou the
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stumji last summer, not ouly by coloi'cd men, but by white men. Senator Beverly Nash,
a colored man, at (Joluuibia, a very shrewd, sharp, keen man, in a public speech to six

or ci^^lit thousand men, said to them :
" The reformers complain of taxes being too high.

I tell you that they are not high enough. 1 want them taxed until they put these lauds
back where they belong, into the hands of those who worked for them. Yon toiled for

them, you labored for them, and were sold to pay for them, and you ought to have
them.''' That was the key-note of the whole stumping from the sea-coast to the moun-
tains. Some of the jicople did not say anything about it ; but it was a herce contest
from beginning to end, to array race against race. Our efforts were directed to harmo-
nize the two races for political purposes and legal purposes.

Qucntian. In your canvass, you and the men associated with you had in view the har-
monizing of the races?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

QiKstioti. Did not your safety consist in that course being pursued ?

Ausuxr. I think the safety of the whole State and of the people of the State con-
sisted in it. If, after the election was over, these appeals had been kept up to the
colored p(,'ople, and they had acted upon these suggestions, of course there could have
been nothing but war. A great many gin-houses and dwelling-houses have beeu
burned by the colored men during the last two or three years in South Carolina.

Qu<:ition. Do you think that was done at the instigation of others?
AnNirer. Well, I do not say that, because I do not know it.

Quc^lion. Why were they burned, do you think f

Ansiver. I think it was oftener the result of personal ill-will toward the owners than
a preconcerted political design. I am not prepared to think there was any concerted
design about it. Of course, an luicultivated wild man, like the uncultivated colored
man of South Carolina, subject to very strong passions and impressions, if he thinks
he has been particularly ill-treated or anything of that sort, is very likely to take a
fearful revenge. Whihi they are a very gentle people, when they do commit crime
they are more barbarous than any people I have seen. In several cases of murder that
came before me, sometimes the man would have twenty bullet wounds. In one case in
particular, not only was his head cut olf, but he had four or five stabs in the right
breast ; his heart was literally pierced four or live times, stabbed through and through,
and then he was disemboweled. They are a very peaceable people naturally, and, if

let alone, they want to do right ; but when their xiassions overcome them, and they
commit crime, they do it with a vengeance.

Question. Their ignorance, their peculiar disposition, and their liability to be misled,
are welHiuown to the white peo[)le of South Carolina?

Aiisxver. Yes, sir. Still there is a great deal of kind feeling toward them on the part
of the white people, and a great deal of Icind feeling toward ttie whites from a large
class of the colored i)eople. The colored men who are not. either local or State politi-

cians, who have any intelligence, generally feel very kind to the whites, and come to
them if they want any help about anything—if they want to borrow any money or get
any help of that sort. A great many of them have very excellent credit, and are of
good character.

Questio)!. What I am coming to is this : with these known characteristics of the negro,
their ignorance and liability to be imposed upon, aud the opinion generally prevailing
throughout the State of the way in which they liave been induced to have hard feelings
toward the whites, will you state to the committee what efiect it had upon the people
aud their sense of security when the governor armed them as State militia, and refused
to arm the white people in the same way ?

Auotver. Well, sir, the people felt they had no security at all ; that they might be at-
tacked at any time. I do not think myself that this militia was ever organized for
the purpose of auy war on the white people. It was organized to carry the election
through the colored vote : to intimidate and overawe the colored people. I do not think
they ever intended to have any light with the white people, but, of course, the white
people felt very anxious upon the subject, hearing companies of colored men drilling
aud training every night in each village of two or three thousand inhabitants, and tho
people were perfectly unprotected. In the time of election there was a great deal of
whisky about, for the colored man is not very much unlike his white brother in that
respect; he is very fond of whisky. Aud it is very astonishing to me the paucity of
casualties aud crimes that occurred in consequence of it. They seemed to content
themselves with carrying out the ideas of the party. On the day of election they were
parading, and then, not where there were many white people, but in the dense colored
districts they overawed and drove off everybody that was obnoxious to them. I think
that was the original purpose of the militia, for certainly Governor Scott was in the
army too long to suppose that this militia would be etfectivo in any contest with the
white people of South Carolina. I think he has expressed hiujself very fully on that
subject ; he knows that they are of no consequence for that pjirjujse.

Question. Was there anything in the militia law that prevented tho organization of
white men as militia, and their being armed as such?
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Answer. No, sir. Uudcr the law the governor had tho right to receive any organiza-
tlou for militia purposes; the governor had to receive them. Any who chose could
propose to form a company, but they liad to ask the governor to I'eceive them. If he
leceived them, very well ; they could go on organizing; but it was made a very serious

ofiense to drill and organize a company without the permission of the governor. When
a white company was organized and offered to the governor he invariably refused it,

until very lately. I bidieve he received a white company from Columbia, and perhaps
one from some other place. It was made a highly penal olfenseto organize a company
without the permission of the governor. All other military organizations were pro-

hibited, except those he accepted, and he accepted nothing but colored militia.

Question. They were generally composed of his own political friends?

Answer. Entirely so.

Question. I believe you have stated that the negroes who desii'ed to vote for you, or

for the reform ticket, were maltreated, threatened, and persecuted by their colored
brethren. Was that general throughout the State?

Answer. I think it was. I was told so in everj'^ county that I was in, by more than
one colored man. As I said before, I heard men proclaim that the order had been
issued to shoot any colored man who voted for the reform ticket. I do not think there

was any such oider, but tLat was the statement.
Question. Was it believed by those jieople?

Answer. Undoubtedly it was believed by the colored people.

Question. And acted upon ?

Answer. And acted upon.
Question, Were the election managers so divided as io give you any chance in the

eouuting of votes, or were they generally friends of Governor Scott ?

Answer. They were all friends of Governor Scott, without any exception, so far as I

know ; that is. the commissioners of election ; and the managers were his friends with-

out any exception, except where nobody was found that was able to read and write

of their i)arty, and then they had to resort to the reformers for managers. Once in a
while there would be a precinct Avhere no colored man could read and write, and then
they had to take a reformer to take down the names on the poll-list.

Question. As a matter of necessity ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not think there was any reformer in the State appointed as

,

commissioner or manager other than from necessity.

Question. If in these elections the irauds were as great as you supposed they were,

what was the obstacle under the laws of the State to exposing them and making
contest ?

Answer. There was no penalty affixed to the law of the State for any offense con-

nected Avith the election. The only way to prosecute them was in the United States

courts, under tho Federal statutes.

Question. Under the statute known as the enforcement bill ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was the statute under whicli those men in Beaufort County
were prosecuted ; but then it was so dillicult to obtain the proof. The act of the legis-

lature did not require the n^anagers to keep the ballots at all, and they did not keep
them. They certilied that A B had so many votes for Congress, that C D had so

many, that E F had so many votes for governor, and so on, and then they destroyed

tho ballots. They did not leave anything by which to trace them. The way those

persons were convicted in Beaufort was by bringing men Ifom the precincts to swear
how they had voted. To illustrate the whole thing, in one precinct where the com-
missioners returned but six votes as having been given for a certain party, forty-one

men were brought foiward who swore they voted lor that party ; and so it was in

other precincts. That showed that tho conimissioner had taken ballots from the

boxes, and put others in their stead. The act, if you can call it one—I call it a

device—Vv-as so framed as to enable them to destroy any trace of their guilt in tho

matter. The only Jhing that could be relied upon was tho general statement of the

certificate of the connnissioners, who, as I said awhile ago, were themselves almost

universally candidates lor office.

Question. Tin; party in power could have been maintained under that law, no matter

what majority t he ))eople might cast against it ?

Answer. If tljeri; h:id been forty thousand nuijority there would not have been any
difference ; it would have been just tho same, for tin; law was framed for that ])urpose.

Question. You si)oke of the district ol iMr. ^^'allace ns an illustration. What facts

have you to satisfy you that in his district the count was I'alse?

Answer. I canvassed that district very tlunonghly ; I canvassed it almost by pre-

cincts. In the iirst place, it has a large preponderance of white votes.

Question. Where does the district lay ?

Answer. It is Chestc'r, York, and Laurens, and in that region of tho State. I talked

with a great numlier of jx'rsons, intelligent men of both pnrties ; I obtained informa-

Tion from both sides as to the particular counties. I talked with colored men through-

out the entire district, and I made up my mind that the majority for General McKis-
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sick in that district would be aljoiit sis or seven thousand. It was owing to two facts
that I came to this conchision. First, the character of the population, and second, the
very active and thorough canvass of the whole district, without the exception of a
county. I never saw any one during the campaign, black or white, that had any idea
that Wallace was going to be elected, and 1 do not think that any one was more aston-
ished than his own partisans when they found that he had three or four thousand ma-
jority in that district. He had just been beaten by about five thousand majority l>y

Simpson. Simpson was disqualilied, and Wallace was therefore given the seat. He
ran this race with McKissick, who is a very popular stumper, and a popular man in
that region of country ; besides, there is a great deal of dissatisfaction tov.ard Wallace
among his own people. But it was a i)art of the general scheme to keex> ijower in the
hands of the ofdcials of the State, no matter how the people voted.

Question. How much ofjoint debate had you in the canvass ?

Answer. Very little ; no debate at all with Governor Scott. I think I had about four
general discussions, at difierent places, Avith candidates of the other side for State
offices and 'caudidiites for Congress ; but none with Governor Scott, for he did not
make his appearance on the stump at all.

Question. What do yoxi know, or what information have you, of the character of the
speeches made by Crews and men of that sort to the negroes during the canvass ?

Ans^rcr. Well, I heard some of them. I did not hear Crews in public—I mean upon
the stump ; but I heard him talk to a crowd of men standing aboitt. The general talk
of all such men as Crews was that the negroes owned all the land and property in the
country ; that they had a right to all they Avanted ; that if the white folks did not let

tbem have it, "and did not behave themselves," as he called it, they would burn their
houses and kill them. I do not think more incendiary speeches could be made than
Crews made in that country. In Laurens, where Crews was a commissioner and also a
candidate for the legislature at the same time the other two commissioners were—one a
man by the name of Owens, and a senator, a very weak man, perfectly under the do-
minion of Crews, and the other a negro, also under his dominion—they returned a
thousand majority in that countj^ for Scott and Wallace. I am as certain that I
received a thousand majority in that county as I am of my existence.

Question. How was the vote against j'ou returned ?

Answer. It was a round thousand against everybody on our ticket, and a thousand
in favor of everybody on the other ticket. I do uotr think they ever counted the bal-
lots. His speeches v^ere of the most incendiary character, and so were they all, for
that matter. The most accomplished, the most able man of their party in South Caro-
lina, General Chamberlain, in the joint debate at Chester, which I spoke of, made a
speech that was equally well calculated to stir up the worst passions of the colored
men there. He did it very adroitly, to be sure. He sai.d he Avas very glad he could,
meet them and address them ; the time had been when he could not have done it, for
they would have been over in yonder field with marks of the lash on their backs, and
rooi-e to the same effect. I think it was very well calculated to stir up the colored
population. I am astonished, and haA'e been ever since I have been in the State ot
South Carolina, at the generally peaceable condition of the State ; that more crimes
have not been committed, for these men have exercised control over the colored men,
and have made appeals of that sort to them ; appeals to the worst passions of humanity.

Question. Such speeches as you have indicated that Crev.s made were made to crowds
of ignorant negroes ?

Anstvcr. Any quantity of them. As I said before, it was the key-note of the cam-
paign, that the negroes owned all the property, but that it was in the wrong hands:
that the white people had it by a trick, and that the negroes ought to have it back
again ; that the way they proposed to do it was by taxation ; to driv^ e the white people
out of the State by means of high taxes ; and I think they are succeeding very well iu
their method.

Question. Just there state how the tax on the real estate of South Carolina is im-
posed ; what it is now as compared with what it was four years ago. State your t^eu-

eral knowledge in regard to taxation iu the State.
Answer. The property is assessed by the auditor of each county, and a return of the

assessment is made to the State auditor. The board of equalization then examines the
returns from each county, and adds to or detracts from the amosmt at which the }n-oj>-

eiiy is assessed. This board, without seeing the property or knowing anytlnno- about
it, receives complaints from persons assessed ; or if they think the assessuient too low
in a county, they do as they did in Orangeburgh ; they quadrupled the amount of taxa-
tion in Orangeburgh; they said it was not enough.

Question. Without seeing the property at all ?

Answer. Yes, sir; without seeing it. It was done by the board of equalization at
Columbia. They made it four times what it had been assessed at, and they doubled it

in a great many counties. There were a very few counties where they did not add
Bomething, and if they diminished it in any county I do not know where. The prop-
erty of South Carolina is assessed anei taxed in round numbers at one hundred aud

26 K K
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eisbty millions of dollars. I do not tliink it Avonld sell in any market for one hundred
millions, for Sontli Carolina lias vast tracts of poor land. 1 think property is assessed
there at about twice its value.

Question. On an average ?
'

Answer. Yes, sir. I nill instance one case in Clarendon, where a tract of land had
heeu offered two years for $5,000, and they assessed it at $15,000, and the owner could
not get tlie hoard of equalization to do anything about it. Taxes seemed to be assessed
Tvith a view to the supposed necessities of the State for revenue, rather than to the
value of property.

Question. A sweeping assessment made in particular localities, -without any knowl-
edge of the property at all?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. The taxes assessed upon South Carolina this year for State pur-
poses is over four millions t)f dollars.

Question. For State purposes alone?
Ansiver. The State tax is over four millions this year.
Question. Up to ISGG and 1367, what was the general taxation in South Carolina for

State purposes ?

Ansicer. I conld not tell you anything about 1866 and 1867, for we were then under a
military government. Prior to the war, the taxable property of the State was about
four hundred and eighty millions of dolhars, as against one hundred and eighty mil-

lions now ; and I think the taxes raised for State purposes averaged about .$400,000.

Question. And the tax is now about ten times that mucli ?

Ansver. ^YL']1, I must state, in justice to all parties, when I say that the tax is over
four millions of dollars this year for State purposes, that they have crowded two years
into one. Of course the tax for last year was due and collectable by law this year.

The legislature passed an act making this year's taxes due and collectable this year
also. It was a different system from that we have had. When I say that over four

millions of dollars is levied this year for State taxes, I mean to say that they are trying
to collect two year's taxes in one.

Question. In the present condition of the State, what effect has that ujion the prox>-

erty of the people ?

Ansice)\ It is very depressing. If the scheme is carried out, and it is insisted that
the taxes be paid, I think it will amouut to a contiscatiou of one-third of the land in

South Carolina, for the planters simply cannot pay it. They made a large crop of

cotton last year, to be sure, but it was in a very extravagant way ; they bought fer-

tilizers verj' largely ; the cost of producing the crop, in consequence of the purcliase

ef fertilizers, and the expense of labor, made it very expensive to raise the crop. They
raised a croj) to sell at 20 cents a pound, and they were compelled to sell it at 1'2 cents

a pound. If they could have held their crop they would have done well, but they
could not do it. And in addition to that, putting a double tax upon them must amount
to the confiscation of a large proportion of the property of the State.

Question. In addition to these heavy taxes for State i:)urposes, have you also a tax
for local county purposes besides ?

Answer. O, yes.

Question. Explain to the committee what is the general character of that tax ; whether
it is oppressive, or otherwise; who imposes it, and how is it generally expended.

Answer. Tlie taxation for county purposes is for making and repairing roads ; build-

ing and repairing bridges ; the support of the poor, and the administration of justice

in the counties. Under our law, as it now stands, the county is compelled to pay for

the entire system of judicial adnnnistration, except the salaries of the judges. They
pay jurors, they pay witnesses, they pay sheriils for dieting and keeping prisoners, for

the expense of arresting them, and everything of that sort. All exjienses of that sort

are borne now by the county ; formerly they were bcu'u by the State. That makes the

taxation in the county large; especially where, in the multiplicity of trial justices, a
great umny people of all sorts and conditions almost, except very few white people,

are arrested for various supposed (ainics and sent forward for trial. The fees for trial

instices are paid by the county, and thr fees of the solicitors are paid in the same way.
Question. i)o not these immense local burdens, ajjplied as tiiey are and used as they

are, add very greatly to the discontent of the people in the localities where they
occur?

Ansiver, Undoubtedly they do, and more particularly because the county commis-
Biouers having charge of them are generally ix'ople who have very little interest, if

any, in conniKni with Ihe community. (Jnierally they are colored men, who are desir-

ous of making what they can out of the jjcople. or else adventurers who want to do the

same thing. I know of no instance in n)y part of the State when; the county comniis-

eioners are men who have had any stake at all in the community. In the northern

part of th(! State it is somewhat different; in the counties of Pickens, Anderson, Spar-

tanburgh, and other counties, with an overwhelming white population, the men they
have thenis<'lves elected are of a ditfereut stamp; the taxes imposed are lighter, and
they are perfectly satisfactory. They have a very good administration of local affairs

in those cuuuti^'ti.
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Mr. Cliambcrlain, the attorney general of the State of South Caro-
lina, a leading republican, called by the majority of the committee,
when examined as to the abuses in the State government, said:

Question. Give us some accoiiut of the abuses of the State goverumeut of South Caro-
Ima?

Aiisurr. I think that, iu the tirst place, the misfortune Avas that the dominant party
Tvas necessarily made up of such materials as it was. Of course negro sufi'rage was
not acceptalde to the foi'mer ruling populatioa of the State, and they refused to have
anything to do with it. That left a very large numerical majority in the hands of the
negroes of the State, and of the few white men who had gone there at the close of the
war, and the very few white men who had been residents of the State before and had
joined the republican party. The material for creating public officers in those elements
was necessarily very poor. A large number of incompetent and dishonest local otficecs

were elected throughout the State. Their incapacity and dishonesty was displayed
very conspicuously. In many counties their local affairs have been very much misman-
aged ; and in the legislature we have had a great deal of corrux)tion.

Question. If I understand you, then, the whole State government of South Carolina,
including all its local details, is in a terrible condition in regard to a fair administra-
tion of the public affairs of the State ?

Answer. That is a little different from the statement I tvould make. I would make
this statement: that I think there are very many abuses existing now in the State,
growing out of the incompetency and dishonesty of republican office-holders.

Question. You have no i^ersonal knowledge of corruption on the i>art of the office-

holders of South Carolina, have you ?

Answer. Well, sir, I think I have i)ersonal knowledge; that is, as much personal
knowledge as I have of anything that I haAe not seen with my own eyes.

Question. Outside of the city of Columbia ?

Answer. Oh, yes, sir.

Question. Have you seen anything of it outside of the city of Columbia ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What ?

Ansiver. Do you want that I should mention where and who ?

Question. I do not care to go into an examination as to the names of parties.

Answer. I can illustrate what I mean. In the county of Newberry, at the last term
of court just now closed, two trial justices were indicted for malfeasance in office, and
also two of the three county commissioners : the other had run away ; they were all

four convicted and are now in jail. For instance, the county commissioners were c<m-
victed of purchasing supplies, and the party who sold the supplies charged two or
three prices for them, and the excess was divided with the county commissioners. The
trial justices were convicted of extortion and oppression.

Question. That is a strong republican county ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Were you present at the trial ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Was it tried before a jtiry of colored men ?

Answer. Of colored and white meu.
Question. A mixed jurj' ?

A)isu-er. A mixed jury.
Question. Tben there is no difficulty in convicting these criminals?
Answer. I think not.

Question. Then why the necessity for using these extraordinary means of Ku-Klux
outrages to put them down ?

Answer. That is very true ; I think there is no need of it.

Question. Do you know any other instance in which there has been conviction or in-
dictment.

Ansiver. The three county commissioners of Charleston County are under indicttnent.
Question. You mean the city of Charleston ?

^Insiver. The county of Charleston, wliich embraces considerable outlying territory.
Question. Do you know of any others ?

Ansiver. In the county of Williamsburgh, I am not sure whether indictments have
been found or not. But a day or two before I left I saw the report of the grand jury
in which they made similar statements iu reference to the conduct of the county offi-

cers there; but I will not say that bills of indictment were returned; my impression
is that they were.

Question. Have not the governor and the executive officers under him been charged
with corruption ?

A7iswer. Yes, sir.

Question. To any great extent ?

Answer. Oh, yea, sir; very gross charges of coiTuption have been made.
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Qiiesiion. Against tlie gOTernor

?

Answer. Yvs, sir.

Queslion. Aa nnicli so as against members of the legislature and conuty ofilcers?

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think they have been so generally made iu the case of the
governor ; I am simply saying that they have been made.

The letter of General Chamberlain, set forth in this report upon the
condition of the counties in South Carolina visited by the sub-committee
of three, sliows the most fri!4htful condition of affairs in this State of

any otiier document whicb was presented to the committee.
Mr. Corhin, the United States district attorney for South Carolina,

also a republican, testifies as follows

:

Question. What is the machinery of election there ?

Answer. At the last election it was a very miserable machinery. Do you wish me to

state the details of the law ?

Question. Yes, sir.

Ansicer. The last legislature but one passed a general hnr.

Mr. Poland. Is there not a shorter v/ay to get at the law than by asking the witness
to state his recollection of it ?

Mr. Blah;. I would like to hear from the witness how it worked.
The Witness. The machinery was briefly this: three commissioners were appointed

for each county by the governor ; those three commissioners appointed managers in

the several precincts in the county, and were to furnish those managers with ballot-

boxes locked and sealed, except an aperture throngli which to de]iosit the votes in the
box. The managers were to receive the votes on the day of election, keep a poll-list,

and return the poll-list and the box to the commissioneis of election, ^^ho were to

count the votes; they were to do that within three days after the election; they had
three days within which to return the boxes and poll-lists.

By Mr. Bl.vir :

Question. To the commissioners ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; and then the commissioners were required l)y law, within ton

days, to canvass the vote and make return to the State board of canvassers; and the

State board was to canvass the result and declare it.

Question. General Scott, the governor, who had the appointment of the commission-
ers, was himself a candidate for re-election as governor, was he not?
Answer. Ccrtainl3\
Question. Therefore he had it in his power to appoint every person who had anjthing

in the State to do witli receiving and counting the votes?

Ansirer. AH but the managers; he appointed the commissioners only.

Question. Well, the commissioners appointed the managers?
Ansiver. Certainly.

Question. Therei'ore he had the control, directly or indirectly, of every person in the

State who had anythii-ig to do with counting the votes by which Jio was to be cither

re-elected or defeated ? 1 understand that to be the state of the case.

Answer. Yes, sir; there is no doubt about it. But the great difficulty under that

election law and the working of it arose simply from the dishonesty of tin; managers
or commissioners; that is where the frauds were committed, if they were eonnnittcd

at all.

Question. Did not the law itself contemplate that very thing ; does it not give the

opportunity ?

Answer. Of course, every one in office has the opportunity to conmiit rascalities and
frauds. If every officer had been honest the election returns would have been as c«r-

rect under that law as under any law. Still, you can see what the opportunities were;
the numagers had the boxes at tlieir precincts, remote from thi; county seat, and liaving

received the votes, they sealed up their boxes as they were required. Some of them
iiad to carry them thirty and forty and fifty miles to the county seat, to deliv(;r them
to the cominissioners. If they chose to knock 7>ut the bottom and ]uit in other votes,

or to change those that were in there, they had the oi)portunity to do it. And after tljc

boxes were nu-eived by the connnissiouers, they had the same opportunity to commit
frauds, because the boxes were in th(;ir custody for ten days. Some AX'ry glaring frauds

were doubtless committed in some of the lower counties. At tlie very last term of the

court I convicted three i)arties in Beaufort County for abstracting ballots tliat had
been cast by the voters at the election and substituting others for them, an<l also for

erasing the names of some of the candidates upon the ballots cast and substituting

others thereibr. After a very deliberate tiial, tlmt ex( ended ovia- three w<'eks, the first

trjal resulted in a mistrial ; but on the second trial we convicted them on all the counts

ajiaiust them.
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Mr. Corbin, when further asked as to the feeliug of the people in
regard to the execution of the revenue laws of the United States, said :

Quesiioii. How is the sense of the comumnity generally there upon that subject ?

Avsicer. lu 1867 and 1868 the sense of the conminnityVas very much opposed to the
execution of the revenue hiv.'s, very mucli indeed ; and I had great difficulty in con-
ducting the prosecutions there, owing to the combinations efiected to evade them.

QiiesUon. Was there any especial opposition to the tax on whisky ?

_
Answer. Yes, sir. The people in the western part of South Carolina have always

lieeu engaged in distilling whisky, usiug small distilleries. It is a part of their busi-
ness ; every farmer had his whisky still, as much aT, they have a cider-uall in Vermont
or New Hampshire, and the revenue law came down heavy on that class of business.
Of course, no man could afford to keep a still, give bonds, make his returns, keep hi.s

meters, and generally comply with all the requirements of tlie revenue laws ; no man
could do it with a small still. Hence it had to be an illicit distilling. In 1867 and
1868 they pretty generally determined to defy the laAV. I have no doubt that diuing
1867, lSu8, and 18G9 I obtained at the Greenville court, iu the western district, one
hundred and fifty or two hundred indictments for illicit distilling, and at successive
terms of the court upon the same persons.

Questiot). There seems to be in that section an especial oijpositiou to the revenue law
in regard to whisky ?

AnsiccT. Yes, sir.

Mr. E. W. Siebels, of Columbia, when before the committee, testified

as follows

:

Question. Was there not a large amount of fraud practiced iu your State at the last
election ?

Ansu-er. Yes, sir; some voting a dozen times, perhaps; women and children voted.
Women gave votes for their husbands or their brothers, who they said were sick. After
we elected a few members they voted them right square out of the legislature. We
elected some of our candidates by a hundred and odd majority; yet the legislature de-
clared their seats vacant. They tlid everjthing according to their own account. These
^.re facts which are on record. 1 think many of these facts were developed in the
Bowen and De Large controversy that has been going on iu Charleston. Yes, sir ; boxes
were opened and votes were changed. They committed fraud in a dozen different ways.
I know a gentleman whose uncle voted for him, and they found the ticket on which
Ins uncle had written his name, in his own handwriting, and they had afterward
scratched it out. I am certain that if we had had any election at all we would have
elected the members of the reform party, or the democratic party, in fourteen counties,
perhaps iu more. We thought we stood a good cliauce in sixteen counties out of the
thirty-one After we had been defeated in all the counties, the people became perfectly
wild with excitement, and we were aiiprehensive that we could not control them, and
General Kershaw and General Butler bf)th believed that something had to be done to
prevent the people of the State from being precipitated into a revolution, because the
people knew they Jiad been defrauded out of their rights in the election.

Question. Your election law gives everj' facility for traud ?

Answer. Yes. sir. A correspondence took place between Mr. Chamberlain and myself.
By the way, I like him veymuch; he is a very fair mau, and he was desirous of giving
us every facility so to enable us to act.

Question. The governor had power to appoint all the commissioners of elections, and
they appointed all the managers of elections ?

Answer. Yes, sir. _
Question. Did he in any single instance appoint anybody but a partisan ?

Answer. No, sir. The attorney general came to me before the election and asked me
what I proposed. I told him all we asked was that the governor should appoint one
single commissioner in each county, or one numager in each county, of our party, and
let the other two be of his own party. We had three or four- coufereuces, but he
refused to do it.

Quesiion. In every instance ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. So that every jierson appointed as a com.missioner or a manager of election
was of the republican party?

Answer. Yes, sir; whether we were in the majority or in the minority in a county, it

was all the same.

Mr. Siebels, when asked to tell some of the corrupt practices of the
ofiicials in South Carolina, said: •

For instance, there is the appropriation for the land commission; $700,000 was ap-
propriated for the purpose of buying lands for the landless. It was intended tliat that
money should be expended iu the purchase of land that was for sale throughout the
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State; that the land was to be bought and paid for by the State authorities, and after-

ward sold iu small quantities to the i'reedmcu -svho had no laud, on long credit. Tliero

Tvas a laud commissioner appointed, a Mr. C. P. Leslie, a man from Nev/ York. It waa
his duty to appoint sub-commissioners or agents in the several counties of the State,

who were to purchase lands. All those purchases were to be submitted to an advisory

board, of Avhich Governor Scott was the chairman, and Attorney General Cuam-
berlaiu the legal adviser of the board, and of which the secretary of state and
the treasurer of the State were to be members; the advisory board was to consist

of five members. There never have been any books at all kept; there is no evid(!Uco

of the amount of land that has been jiurchased
;
you cannot tell what has beeii

bought, and you cannot tell what has been sold. We only know, after investigating

and trying to lind out what has been done, that land has been ijurchascd as low as

lifty cents an acre, and booked to the State at $8 and $10 an acre; and iu one single

instance a tract of land near Charleston, which you will lind on the map, called Hell-

hole Swamp, was purchased at seventy-tive cents an acre, or the whole tract for $26,100,

and booked to the State at $120,000. One of the advisory board drew the money from
the linancial agent of the State iu New York, a Mr. H. li. Kimptou.

Queai'wn. Which member of the advisory board

f

Answer. It was said that the treasurer of the State, Mr. Parker, did so. The facts

were not denied; the accusation Avas openly made in our reform canvass; I made the

accusation myself, in a public siieech, and it was not denied.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Parker being the treasurer of the State, ho had power to draw the money?
Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. What was the name of the senator with whom you had that colloquy ?

Ansiva: Beverly Nash.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. I want to ask you about two or three special cases. According to your

information, how much of that $700,000 has been invested in good faith for homes for

fhe negroes ?

Answer. I was very diligent during the canvass in making inquiry, for we sought to

use that as an electioneering document against them. I was very diligent iu inquiring

about the purchase of lauds in all the counties, and I never heard of a single instance

in which a houajlde trade had been made.
Question. Your information is that that $700,000 was substantially stolen by the

officials ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do not believe that $100,000 of it was properly invested.

Question. I want you now to tell this connnittee how nuich money was deposited

with Kimptou, (ho financial agent of the State ; for what purjiosc; how it was drawn
;

u]ion Avhose orders ; what contract was made with him about it ; and who he is.

Anstvei: After Governor Scott was elected,. the rei)ublican party concluded that they
must have a financial agent in New York, and tliis man, II. 11.^ Kimptou—whom
nobody, it appears, knows either in New York or anywhere else as a financial man

—

was appointed that agent. He is a young man with no reputation, I hear. Bonds of

the State were put in his hands to the amount of $2,700,000. Ho gave no security, and
no contract has ever been made with him at all. As the State authorities wanted
money for their various purposes, they drew on him and he advanced the money.

Question. EitlK-r by the sale or the liypothocation of the bonds of the State?

Answer. Altogether by the hypothecation of th(^ bonds, I thiidc. We paid about IHi

per cent, interest fur tlie money, according to his account, and his commission is to be

added to that. It appears there has never been any settlement with him at all. I

looked over his report ; he reports in a line and a half to the comptroller general, simply

saying " Herewith is my statement," and then he gives simply the amount r^jceived iu

bonds and the amount drawn iu cash. He says nothing about interest, connnission, or

anything else.

Quculion. Was there or not an order at the last session of the legislature for the

furnishing of the house of representatives, and a bill produced there by the chairman
of the committee appointed to do Hi

An>iwer. Yes, sir.

Question. State v.dio he was, what was the amount of the bill produced, and Avhat

was done in regard to it ?

Answer. At the session before the last^herc was a resolution passed the house that a

connnittei; be ajiiioinlid to ]>nrfhase furniture for tlio house of representatives; the

senati; hail been finished and furnishi'd l)cl'ore. This comniitlce was a))i)()inti'd, and

Mr. John B. Dennis was the chairman of it. When the legislature met the lust time
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the new furniture was all in ; the house was furnished most superbly. A great deal

was said iu the papers about the extravagance ; a great deal of talk was made about
the carpets being so fine and about the ranguificent chandeliers and spittoons, and one
thing and another, for an impoverished i)eop]c. Even several republicans said to me
that it provoked theai to see so much extravagance, when we were so little able to

afford it. It was a theme of conversation with evei-ybody. When the bill came in it

amounted to $95,000. That created a terrible excitement in the house. We had only
twenty-three menibei'S in the house, I believe ; some of them moved that the bill be
printed, but they would not print the bill. One of the members said it Avould cost

$2,000 to print the bill, and that thev had better not print it. They staved it off until

the very last day of the session. AVheu they had spent $200,000 or $300,000 in the

way of expenditures, they brought in another bill for two hundred and odd thousand
dollars on the very last day of the session, out of which this $95,000 was to be paid.

But the governor, who had taken a very decided stand iu regard to the reckless es-

})oudIture of the public money, swore that that bill never should be paid. He vetoed
the bill, and the senate sustained the veto. Since then some gentlemen, interested to

see what on earth this bill could be for, how the things could cost so much, because
there were the goods to show for themselves, ferreted the matter out. And although
the highest prices were paid for this furniture, three or four or five times it value

—

for instance, $750 was paid for one mirror in the speaker's room ; each official hjjs a
separate room for himself, most gorgeously fitted up, with toilet sets and all the
paraphernalia of a dwelling-house; clocks, at $480 apiece; chandeliers, at $650

Quesiion. How many spittoons were there?
Answer. There were two hundred line porcelain spittoons at $8 apiece.

Question. There were only one huudi-ed and twenty-four members.
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. What were the bills really found to foot up ?

Ansivcr. The bills were obtained aud sent to Colun-ibia, and wo had them published
in all the papers. They foot uj) to fifty and some odd thousand dollars ; I have the
bills myself.

By Ml . VAX Thump :

Question So that reduced the bill about $40,000 below what it was first put at by the

committee?
Ansivo: They never reduced it at all.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. The actual bill was $50,000 and odd, and the bill as presented to the legis-

lature and passed was $95,000 ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Was there not an investigating committee appointed by th(^ house of rep-

resentatives to look into alleged election frauds iu the case of Reid aud somebody ?

Ansivei: Yes, sir.

Question. Reid aud who ?

Answer. Reid and Hoge.
Quesiion. Of which Joe Crews was chairman?
Ansieer. Yes, sir.

Quesiion. What was the amount spent in that investigation ?

Answer. The bill brought iu there for expenditures was an enormous bill ; I do not
remember the amount exactly'.

Question. Do you remember about the amount ? Was it not $58,000 ?

Answer. It seems to me it was between $80,000 and $70,000. •

Question. I want to call your attention to the Duubar fee.

Answer. At any rate, this was iu the bill: $7,500 was charged in the bill by Crews,
who made out the expenses, for lawyers' fees and services^

Question. Paid to whom ?

Answer. To James Duubar, of the firm of Chamberlain, Dunbar, and somebody else.

Of course it was talked of, aud Duubar very promptly came forward aud said that ho
had never received a dollar, that he had never rendered any services, had never been
consulted,,and had never received a dollar. The other members of the committee say
they never consulted any lawyers at all, because Wright, one of the associate justices

of the State now, and Elliott were both on the committee. They say they discussed

the propriety of calling in legal advice, but as both of them were lawyers they did not

call in any at all. This bill was a gross fabrication ; they never consulted any lawyer
at all, and Dunbar says they never paid him a dollar. The attorney general was
iustrncted to take steps to indict Crews for embezzling the public money. Crews
w&nt before the committee investigating this matter, and told them at the vciry oft-

start that he did not intend to answer any question that would criminate himself. As
soon as they commenced questioning him about thislnoney, and if he paid it to Dun-
bar, he said, " I decline to answer that question," and so on throughout. And w heu
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lie was throatcDed afterward with beiii^ indicted, he defied them and said that they
ditl not dare to do it ; that they wonld lirst have to make an apxiropriation to enlarge
the penitentiary, for he would put the half of them in there.

By ISIr. Van Trump :

Qiicsiion. What did he mean ; half of the legislature ?

Answer. The whole coueern connected with the government, I suppose.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. And the prosecution was dropped?
Answer. Yes, sir ; and the money has been drawn and paid.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. What money do yon mean?
Answer. The bill ho reported for expenses has been paid.
Question. Paid before or after the investigation ?

Answer. Paid l)efor8 the investigation. The mouej' was done paid and gone ; he ren-
dered in his account iiud drew the money, and it was too late to get it back.

By the Chairman :

Question. Did he file any receipt for that,nioney ?

Answer. No, sir; he could not produce any receipt at all.

Question. Did he get the money without a receipt ? How did ho get the money ?

Ansicer. I do not know; they have so many ways of doing this thing that I cannot
tell about this.

By Mr. Beck :

Qticstion. Crews reported this $68,000, or whatever it was, as expenses, and the house
ordered it to be paid ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How do you account for the state of facts which you say exists in relation
to your taxes?
Answer. Some property is taxed about right, but others five times too much.
Question. Is that a matter of favoritism toward certain i)eople, or how is it?
Answer. 1 will state the facts and leave you to draw your own inference. There is a

committee, or a board, appointed, tax commissiouei-s I think they are called ; a board
of equalization

; thej' receive the I'eports of the county assessors, and then they decide
that such a man must pay so uuich on his land, and another man pay so much on his.

Question. Is this board of equalization fre(piently made up of negroes?
Answer. I believe most of them are negroes. They meet togethei', and without seeing

anybody at all, decide that such a man must pay so much and another man so much. The
way it is HO unequally distributed is this : A<ljoiuing plantations are sometimes very
different in value, as you all know. A man may own a plantation on a large creek or
river, and it may bo worth $20 an aero ; Avhile his n('ighbor may own an adjoining
plantation, but it may be of poor land not worth a dollar an acre. But this board of
equalization cannot tell those lacts ; they are there in their office and merely make out
their statements and decide that the tax must be so much, and it has to 1)e ]>aid. And
in that way a man Avho has a plantation worth $:jO,000 may not pay anymore tax than
the man whose i»lantat.ion is only worth $5,000.

Mr. Siibcr, a leadiiij^;- lawyer of Newberry, South Carolina, when asked
on these siibjeets, said

:

Question. State your genei'Til information in regard to the numagemcnt of the scli<5ol

fund, the land fund, railroad corporations, Ac.
Answer. The land commission there has bec'u the source of great comidaint ; it was

created by an act of tin; Ifgislaturo with a view to buy lands for the landless and homes
for the honiclcHH, and .fi.'jOOjOOO was iirst ai)proi)ria(e(l by (he legislature lor tluit pur-
pose. A man )iy the name of C. P. Leslie was a|ii)ointed land commissioner for the
State, and charged witli the duty of purchasing lands and iciselling them to indigent
persons, in small Jots of twenty-iive, forty, and lifty acres. Alterv,ard $:ii(l(),(100 or
^250,000 more was apiirojjriated— .lii^OOjOOOj'l think. AH of that money Juis l)cen ex-
pended, and very few people have been benefited by it. The general belief is that a
great deal of corruption has l)een practiced in that connnission ; for instance, it i.s

charged that bodies of land have been bought by the ((innnissioner at lowligures and
oharged to the Slate at high ligui'es in his accounts. Tlicic is one transaction in wliich
it is said that a^ body of laud lying in Charleston district, entirely \\orthJess, was
bought for lii;:;0,000 ai'id (diarginl "uj) against, tlu; State for $120,000. That ha.s been
charged pul)licly, and it has not been denied by the parties who arc said to have been
guilty of it.
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By }.Ir. Blair :

Question. Was that uot proved to be tlie case upon an investigatiou ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Beck :

Quesiion. How have they managed their railroad transactions; do you know uny-

thiug about that?
Answer. The legislature has been charged with corruption in railroad jobs, too. The

railroad on which I live, the Greenville and Columbia Railroad, was purchased more
than a year ago by a ring, as it is called, in Columbia, headed by the governor of the

State, and -with Parker, the treasurer of the State, and others of that party in it. The
stock of that road was purchased at a very low figure ; the stock belonging to the stock-

holders along the line of the road was sold out at a very small figure, and it now belongs

to the ring, and at the last session of the legislature a bill was introduced to give the

State indorsement to $2,000,000 of the bonds of that read.

Question. After those men had obtained it f

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; after those men obtained it ; the bill was introduced the past year,

but it was defeated in the senate. It was believed that they managed to get it through
the house by bribery.

Question. What was the general impression about bribes being paid to members of

the legislature for all sorts of jobs ; did you ever hear them say anything on that sub-

ject themselves ?

Answer. A colored member from my county told me on the floor of the house, the

second time I was ever in the house, that he constantly saw bribes ofiered there to

parties to vote for measures ; that they had been offered to him. He ap])roaclied me
as I entered the bar of the house, and asked my ox:)inion about some bill that was pend-

ing—what I thought of it. The bill I think was called the sterling loan bill. He said

they were agitating it then, and he was doubtful which way to vote ; that he had voted

against it the night before, for the reason that he saw men offering bribes to members
of the legislature to vote for it, and he therefore thought there was something wrong
about it ; that bribes were constantly being offered in the house for various measures.

I have heard that stated generally ; but he is the only member of the legislature who
ever told nje so.

Question. The members of the legislature were generally believed to be corrupt, were
they not ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Mr. Akliicb, of Barnwell, said:

Question. Do you know of any case of corruption committed by your county officers *

Answer. Well, sir, their administration of the affairs of the county is very bad, very
lamentable. They collected §40,000 or §50,000 from the people, yet the roads are not
repaired, the bridges are not built, the public buildings are not sufficient for the
accommodation of the people, and the claims of the coiinty have not been paid.

Question. Is it the general opinion of the people of your county that the taxes are

collected ?

Answer. Yes, sir; all the taxes are collected, but the money is squandered.
Question. Is the same thing true in regard to State officers'?

Answer. Yes, sir, generally charged so; and I know of some instances of my own
knowledge which show that they are more or less corruiit.

Question. Is that the oxiinion of the white people generally in reference to the State
government?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Is it the universal opinion ?

Answer, Yes, sir; I think it is, so far as I have been through the State. I have can-*
vaased the State twice, and I have heard that charge made by every man I met.

Mr. Joseph Hernden, of Yorkville, when asked as to incendiarism in

liis county, said

:

Question. After thfi-t time how many other fires occurred ?

Answer. We had a great many fires in the county after that. I think the next fire

was some time in November or December. There was a gin-house burned, and, I think,

a saw-mill. That was perhaps the next fire of any account. *

Question. Was that su^Jposed to be the work of incendiaries ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Then you had a fire some time in January, had you not ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were four or five buildings burned one night in January.
Question. State the circumstances attending that fire, and what was believed about it.

Answer. Well, the people there believed that the thing was concocted in the village,

from what they could gather from the negroes ; they could not tell.
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Question. State all the facts to the committee.
Ansu-er. These houses iu the country, some four of five of them, Tvere all burned

about the same time.
Qucsiion. Do j'ou mean the same hour?
A7isivcr. About the same hour, yes, sir. Before the burning commenced—I did not

hear this mysell^ but a great many persons did hear it—there ^Yas a volley of some
twenty or thirty pistols or guns lired oft' iu the street, opposite to a house where the
county treasurer kept his office, and very soon after tbis volley was tired otf those
buildings were seen on fire ; and they supposed that was a signal for settiug them on
fire. Of course I do not know ; I only give you. what was the impression.

Question. What was the common belief of the people ?

Ansiver. That was the common belief of the people.
Question. M'as it at night after the people had retired to bed?
Answer. Yes, sir ; one or two o'clock in the moruiug.
Question. What were the buildings burned?
Ansivcr. There were one or two barns and two or three gin-houses in that fire, as well

as I recollect.

Question. In different parts of the county ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; in a kind of a circle from the north around to the cast of the vil-

lage.

Question, Was there a large gathering of colored people in town that night?
Ansiver. Y'^es, sir; there were a great many negToes in town that night from the

country.
Question. Do yon know the cause of their gathering there tl,iat night?
Answer. It was said they had a Leagne meeting there that night; that was what the

people said.

Question. Did the volley believed to be a signal for those fires come from that League
meeting ?

Answer. That was what was believed ; that that was the signal for the parties to set

the fire. I do not know this, of course; this is just what I heard talked.

Question. At these meetings held and largely attended by colored peoxile, what sort

of speeches were gelierally m'ade to them by their leaders ?

Ansivtr. I understood that there were a great many of them very incendiary speeches.

I did not attend any of their meetings.
Question. What was the character of those incendiary remarks, as you have heard

them repeated ?

Ansicer. I heard sevei:fil persons remark that Mr. John L. Neagle, who is now the
comptroller general of tbe State, made a speech there last summer, and said to the
negroes that if they could not get this, that, and the other, that town might probably
be laid in ashes ; that matches were cheap, and all that sort of thing. I did not hear
that ; this was the talk.

Question. Made diuiug the canvass last summer ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

While we Lave felt compelled, in the case of South Carolina, to malie
copious extracts from the testimony taken before the committee to

show the universal corruption which ramihes every department of

the government, stifling the voice of tlK3 people at the ballot-box, and
poisoning the very fountains of civil liberty, the extracts presented
mi gilt have been extended almost indelinitely. There is no contradic-

tion of them in all the volumes of evidence taken. Yet, in the lace of

all this, the President of the United States, without any report from
our committee, and for purposes best known to himself, suspended the
writ of habeas corpus in nine counties of South Carolina, and numbers
of humble men are being punished by Federal authority under the
enforcement act of Congress there, while (lovernor Scott and his olii-

cials, who have by their negro militia, their frauds, intimidation, and
ballot-stulUng made the right of sulfrage a mockery and a farce, are
sustained and upheld in all their villainy by Federal bayonets. They
will doubtless repay all this by constituting themselves delegates to the
approaching republican convention, and by casting the vote of the State

there for their friend General Grant. It there is anything we have
shown beyond all pera<lventure in the special report referred to it is

that in the counties of South Carolina now under martial law the only

violations of the enforcement act of Congress, and the only intimidu-
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tion at tbe polls last fall, was by tlie radical party and their negro mili-

tia, wbei\'l)y the radical vote in these nine counties was increased from
10,00(^ in 18G8 to nearly 19,000 in 1870, and changed from a democratic
majority of 4,000 in 1808 to a radical majority of over 5,000 in 1870 ; and
we think we have made these facts conclusive when we show by the
statutes passed in 1870 that the governor was made absolute dictator
just before he became a candidate, the lawmaking it a penitentiary
oft'ense for men to organize into militia companies, or even practice the
manual for such organization, unless accepted as militia companies by
the governor, who, of course, rejected every white company offered,

disarmed those already organized, and accepted every negro company
that could bo got together by his emissaries, spending 8374,096 59 of

the people's money for their arms alone, placing them at every poll to
insult, intimidate, and drive off enough of his opponents to make his
election sure ; with every election otficer a partisan of his own, and the
right given to them to hold the ballot-boxes ten days after the election
to make the count certain by i)utting in and taking- out ballots to suit
themselves.

It is a fact worthy of notice that when any great "loyal" criminal is

a,bout to be brought to justice, martial law or some other vigorous Fed-
eral interference against the people to shield or divert attention from
the criminal is the ready and prompt resort. Kirk and Bergen, in the
summer of 1870, did valuable service in JSTorth Carolina in the effort to

save Holden from impeachment, and a mission to Pernambuco was
promptly tendered to the principal malefactor. General Terry, under
orders, re-reconstructed Georgia to prevent the impeachment and re-

moval of Bullock. Martial law and military arrests for offenses com-
mitted often years before the passage of the Ku-Klux or enforcement
acts, together with a corrupt and venal legislature, Avere doubtless
deemed sufficient remedies to prevent the impeachment and removal of
Scott for the high crimes and misdemeanors with Avhich men of all par-
ties charged him. But, as we said, we introduced portions of the testi-

mony taken before the committee for the purpose of making the ex-
tracts we propose to make from the legislative committee intelligible, as
the report is too long to embody entire. While we have no doubt it is

true as far as it goes, it does not reach the whole truth because of the
careful manner in which the official plunderers have covered up their

tracks. Il^obody supposes that either impeachment or any other j^un-

ishment will follow the exposure of the corruption .they have exposed.
The legislature is too corrupt ; and the official ring have too much money
with which to purchase an acciuittal for any punishment to be expected.
It has cost the g'overnor and his friends something to be whitewashed;
it was only a question of money, however, and as long as the bonds of
South Carolina can be sold at any price, the necessary funds to procure
an acquittal will be forthcoming.
The joint committee say, on page 7:

In the commencement of the work obstacles Tvere immediately encountered ; the
ciucstion, how far the authority or jjower of the committee extended, was debated by
some of the State functionaries, and not until the written opinion of the attorney gen-
eral v/as solicited and given was much advancement made in any direction. Theau-
thority "to send for persons and papers" was regarded, even by the chief executive,
as an empty prerogative. The committee are compelled to say, that, had it depended
upon the co-operation of the governor as to how far their examination of persons or

])a[)ers should be carried, the work would have been completed the moment it began.
While his excellency, in his conversation with the committee, " hoped the investiga-

tion would be thorough," yet, in all his actions he most certainly- exhibited little sym-
pathy with the iirogress of investigation, and less desire for its "thoroughness."
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On page 10, speaking of tlie cost and management of " Scott's militia,"

tliej^ say

:

Tliis part of the -work of tlie present administ^-atioii, so severely and exte'idedly

criticized at home aud abroad, so fruitful of suspicion and opposition among a large por-

tion of our citizens, as well as dissatisfaction to another class, while intended for the
]ireservation of the j)eace, lives and property of the people of the State, has not only
I'ailed in its avowed object, and been managed unwisely, l;)nt also proved an expensive
experiment, as the charges for such purpose will show the total outlay for tlie euroll-

ment and organization of the militia, now entirely without organization, the armed
foi'ce now virtually disarmed, the iiurchase of arms, one thousand Winchester rifles,

now scattered throughout the thirty-one counties of the State, the sum of $171,009 93.

The committee are, in this connection, forced to the acknowledgment, however un-
jjleasant or humiliating it may be to such as arc connected with the fact, that the

moneys expended (as vouchers indicated the direction in which the funds were used)

were not all paid out for such purposes. In the enrollment and organization of the

militia, as well as in the armed force employed by the governor, there was a most
ample and complete opportunity for ambitious political partisans and aspirants for

re-election to arm and equip a force of personal friends and advocates and i^ay them
" when on service the same pay and allowances as are given to officers and soldiers of the

same grade in the Army of the United States," not out of their own purse, but " out
of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated ; the State to be reimbursed
by a special "tax upon any county into which the governor was compelled to send an
armed force." And to carry out these provisions, the governor was to exercise all the

powers conferred upon him by an act entitled "An act to suppress insurrection and
rebellion," passed September 22, 1868. Besides, as he was to be the judge of the exist-

ence, in any county, of the necessity of an armed force "to preserve the peace," audit
was his own prerogative to commission the officers aud subalterns, and indorse their

pay accounts.
An enrolled, organized, and armed retinue of personal favorites or advocates were

commissioned aud placed upon his staff' at the proper time, as well as ordered to form
companies, battalions, regiments, and brigades throughout the State, into what was
called "The National Guard," alias "Scott's Militia." This statement is made from
undoubted evidence in the premises, and cannot be controverted. The election in 1870

was carried, in part, by the means herein stated, and Avhilo some portion of the funds
appropriated for the purposes specified were, no doubt, expended for the same, the

largest amounts were diverted to secure the re-election of Robert K. Scott, as governor
of South Carolina, but not for the success of the republican party. That the adjutant

general has not known of this diversion of si>ecial appropriations, cannot be possible ;

for, being a member of the house of representatives, the speaker of the house, and
signer of all bills passed both branches of the general assembly, he must bis familiar

with the laws passed; aud, as the elected adjutant' general, the principal staff officer

of the State, whose recognized duty is to assist the commander-in-chief in the details

of military organization, and promulgate his orders, he certainly cannot claiiu entire

ignorance in the use of the funds which are here referred to.

Nor is this all. A more glaring robbery of the treasury, for ])ersoiial ambition and
gain, has been perpetrated, and will be presented in that part of thi^ rejiort which
covers the investigation of the financial agent's Jbooks and papers. The enonnous sum
of $202,G02 (JG, (two hundred and two thousand six hundred and two dollars and sixty-

six cents,) not appearing anywhere upon the State; treasurer's books, and never intended
for the public eye or ear, has been paid, in addition to the amount already aggregated,

for the alteration of arms, which swells the account to $374,69(3 59.

On page 14 they say

:

The Land Commission.—This gigantic folly, about which there has been more said

and less known than any other branch of the State government, and of which the

legislature have often been challenged in o])cn sessiim to find out anything alioiit, as

•well as denied a report concerning its op(!rations—this olfspriiig of an (udinanco of the
constitutional convention, passed to furnish a certain individual with a visible occu-

pation, and a more visible manipulation of tlic. ])ublic funds—has, without doubt,

been one of the most expensive cxperiiiieuts, juodnet ivc of greater distress aud dis-

satisfaction that has Iwen legalized or ])atroiiized by tlie State.

In no instance has the spirit of the ordinance alluded to, or the act authorizing the

creation of the land conniiissiou, been carried out, as Avill be seen by the following

extracts fnmi both of these instruments ; but, on the other hand, the office, the admin-
istration of its power, the ))urchaso of lands, the payment for the same, the sale of land

commission bonds, lia\e all been made to subserve a certain organized result, viz, the

piimary bfsnetit of members of the advisory board, aud the land commissioners and. •

their subservient allies.

In the cxamiuatiou of the books of the State treasurer, or the vouchers to the charges
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made ao-ainst the laud commission, but little trace of the operaHous, aud a small pro-

poitiou ol" the amount expeuded by the coramissiou, could be I'ouud. There seemed
to be a studied sileuee on the whole subject ; aud had the iuvestigation ended with the

treasurer's or comptroller's office, no more iulormatiou Trould have beeu gained than
was already given, viz, that less than .$90,G00 had been expended by the laud commis-
sion at the close of the fiscal year ending October 31, 1870. Suspicions were aroused

that a full record of all its transactions had not been made ; and the subsequent exam-
ination of the boohs of the huaucial agent justitied these suspicious, for in them it was
found that, from the appointment of the first land commissioner to the 31st of October,

1870, according to the financial agent's charges, there had been paid out by him, in

cash, for the land commission, !?5C"2,0o3 40, AvbicLi, added to the amount, * * *" swells

the aggregate expeuded for aud ou account ofthe said laud commission, as far as known,
to |;74ti.724 07.

The uuijor part of the business transactions of the land commission were now per-

formed by the liuaucial agent in the city of New York, the accounts kept by him, as

by a tran"sr;ript of the same will be seen. To use the language of the financial agent,

in answer to the question from the committee, " What has beeu the i)rocess by which
the land conuuission transactions have been conducted between you as financial agent
of the State of South Carolina aud the State treasurer 'r' he says, " Instead of draw-
ing ou me, the treasurer directed me to credit the State as having received the money
from him, aud charge the laud commission with the same."

This plan, it wiirbe apparent, obviated the necessity of charges upon the treasurer's

or even the land commissioner's books. As an inustratiou, iu the case of the " Hell

Hole Swamp " purchase, Parker gives drafts on H. H. Kimpton, iu favor of Z. B. Oakes,
for $120,75'^. These are Kimjjtou's vouchers.
Parker pays the money at Columbia, the draft on Kimpton is the uotice of the pay-

ment of moiiey, the State is credited on Kimptou's books with the same amount iu cash,

aud the land commission at the same time debited with the amount, and the whole
transaction is safe, for details are not iiidulged iu by the financial agent in his reports

;

nor do the advisory or financial board trouble the general assembly or the iniblic with
their suggestious or experience.

The statement will bear reiterating, that the land commission and its operations

have beeu an " outrageous aud enormous swindle," and the only satisfaction or com-
fort that the jieople of the State can take is that, having expended more than the en-

tire amount auihorized by law, "the purposes of ohe land commission " liaveieen gained,

aud no further exj)enditures can be made. That legal means to briug these fraiulu

lent transaction to light, and the corrupt complicators to judgment, should be insti-

tuted aud furthered there can be no division of sentiment upon ; and the sooner the
work is begun the less liable will the guilty be to cheat the demands of justice.

The committee, on pages 48 and 49 of tbeir report, fully confirm tLe

statemeiit of Judge Carpenter that the official riug- had obtained full

control of the interest of the State iu the Blue Kidge Eailroad as well

as of the Columbia and Greenville Eailroad. They say :

And, iu order to remove evert" obstacle to an inmiediate or entire use of these bonds,

which was restricted by conditions, under the act authorizing their issue, the fathers

and abettors of the act of March, 1871, introduced section 6, which says: "The follow-

ing clause in section 2 of the act of September 15, 1863, to authorize additional aid to

the Blue Ridge Eailroad Company iu South Carolina, viz: 'And further provided.

That the said bouds, or any part thereof, shall not be used, unless upon the exjtress

conditiou, that upon api^lication to the Congress of the United States, or to private

capitalists, the auu)unt of three millions of dollars in currency, or so much of that sum
as may be necessary, shall be furnished in exchange or upon the security of said

bouds,' " vs hembi/ repealed.

This repealing clause removes all hinderauces to the use or negotiation of these bonds

;

and when it is borne in mind that so many of the State olScers, financial board, and
financial agent were so much iuterested in " the promotion of the consolidation of the

Greenville and Columbia and Blue Ridge Railroad Companies," aud have the control

and directiou of these bonds, it is not too much to anticipate their advent upon " the

nuuket '' v.heu the emergency arises ; hence they should have a permanent place among
contingent, if not actual liabilities.

And as the State has, by this same act, surrendered its prior lien upon the property,

assets, elfects, rights, and franchises of the Greenville and Columbia and Blue Ridge
Railroad Companies, to be consolidated, and generously, before the marriage ceremou}'-,

advanced the bond-holders, with tlieir respective mortgage rights, to a first consideration

iu the settlement of claims, it will be expected that tire State will submit to a further

use of its "faith aud funds," in order that the bond-holders may not suffer by their

investujents. And further, as the •21,G98 shares of the State in the Greeuville and

Columbia Railroad Company, which, iu 18t)9, according to the comptroller general's



414 EEPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

report, Avere valued at $433,960, have been sold, as per report of Hon. J. H. Rainey, sec-

retary of " the sinking fund commission," for |59,(369 50, at the rate of |!::i 75 per share,

in order to put the management of the road into the hands of the twelve associate con-
eolidators and repealers, there can be no contingency, or fortuitous circumstance, which
will prevent the putting njion " the market " ofevery hond issued and indorsed, authorized

hy statutorif 2)rovisions.

The claims of the State upon the Laurens Eailroad. which has gone into bankruptcy,
the bonds of which were indorsed to the amount of $75,000, are, according to high
authoritj^, " fully secured."

On the subject of the funding bill, whereby the same ring got posses-

sion of the bills of the Bank of the State, and i^retended to destroy

notes to the amount for which bonds were issued, it is shown that tlie

total number of notes is reported as $1,258,550, while the amount ot

bonds issued is $1,590,000. The committee say, on page 52

:

Since the foregoing was written it is found that, of the bonds to redeem bills of

Bank of the State of South Carolina, $1,250,000 were sent by the American Bank
Note Company to the State treasurer, and $340,000 to the governor. In whose hands,

then, the balance of the said bonds, viz, $331,450, may be found is not yet known to

the committee.
How many bills of the Bank of the State had been presented to the treasurer up to

January 1, 18G9, or bonds issued for their payment, is not known, but $500,000 of the

bonds classed as "Loan to Redeem Bills of the Bank of the State of South Carolina,"

had been printed ; and before the adjournmeut of the session of the general assembly

of 1808 and 18tj9 one million and seventy-five thousand more of the same bonds had
been printed. After the adjournment of the general assembly in April, 1869, fifteen

thousand more were printed, making in the aggregate $1,590,000.

The excess i^rinted over the amount issued, in whomsoever hands they may bo found,

should be at once canceled or destroyed, as the legal time for the i)reseutation and con-

versitm of the bills of the bank of the State has already passed, and no further issue

Las been authorized.

The committee afterward turned their attention to the financial

agency established in New York, through which a large amount of the

business of the State was transacted, and they show that there, as in

the books of the officials in South Carolina, the truth was concealed

whenever it suited the pitrposes of the officials to conceal it. On i)ages

245 and 21G of their report they say

:

The committee are compelled to say that the financial agent has acknowledged to

them "the incorrectness of his accounts, and admitted that he was directed by the

financial board not to make real but fictitious entries ; so frightfully large were the

expenses of the transactions of the agency, in negotiations of loans, &c., the board

thought it J)est to ke(?p the true amounts in disguise."

Beside this admissicm of the agent, the manner in which his books and accomits

have been kept justifies suspicion as to their accuracy.

The connnittee mo.st unhesitatingly and emphatically assert that no business man,
with honest intentions, who nuikes his books the true record of his operations, would
Butfer such an incomplete and c[uestiouablc account to bo kept as the financial agent of

South Carolina has kept.

What, however, is our astonishment and indignation when we are told, on finding

specified churrjes, "that ihcy are not correct," "that even detail in payments is no
assurance of accuracy ?" And what our humiliation when we are told " the iiuancial

board of the State have recommended the covering up and withholding of the real

business transactions of the agency f That, because the credit of the Static is so low,

the standing of the ag<;ncy so poor, the demands per cent, so great, and the charges for

outside- linanciiil f)])erations so enormous, to negotiate loans in behalf of tiie State it

would be nuu-ise to be honest, inqtolile to tell the truth, uiijluaneial to hi the books heeome a

faithful record.^'

Passing over many details, all i)ointing in the same direction, giving

incontrovertible proof of the grossest corruption, we will content our-

selves by presenting the debt of the State, as ascertained by the com-

mittee. ^See pages 200, 201.)

The committee acknowh'dgo their inability to express the feelings which the dis-

covery of such ponderous overissues pro(luc(!<l. It was a siiock that convulsed every

Bcntiment ot extenuation or doubt. The whole transaction was too visible and glaring

to admit of an excuse or explanation, however anxious or •willing the subtle league

might bo to make it.
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The millions that have been pnt in their hands could not have been authorized or

manipulated for honest purposes, but for plunder and dishonest gain. It is in vain that

the public is appealed to with statements that this frightful discovery " is a groundless

misrepresentation and gross fabrication." The American Bank Note Company gives

us the figures ; they speak for themselves, and teU us that there has been prmted the

following bonds and stocks, viz :

Bonds and coupons to pay the interest on the public debt $2, 000, 000

Bonds and coupons to redeem bills receivable 500, 000

Bonds aud coupons to redeem bills of Bank of State of South Carolina 1, .590, 000

Bonds aud coupons for the relief of the treasury 1, 000, 000

Bonds aud coupons for the conversion of State securities H, 200, 000

Bonds and coupons for the land commission 700, 000

Bonds and coupons for sterling funded debt 0, 000, 000

Registered certificates of stock 2, 550, 000

Total 22,540,000

Of this amount there has been sent by the American Bank Note Company to the gov-

ernor, $2,350,000 ; to the treasurer, §17,490,000 ; to the comptroller general, .$200,000.

and there remains in the hands of the Bank Note Company, subject to order, §2,.500,000

It has been said by the authors of this enormous fraud, as if to blind the true intent of

the extravagant issue, " that although such an amount of bonds had been printed that

all had not been issued nor signed, nor had they been printed with the intention of

increasing the State debt, but are in jiossessiou of the State authorities."

Snch a declaration, like a desperate confession, is the strongest evidence of guilt; it

is too transparent to convince even the most credulous. "What was the object of

I)rinting these bonds," has been asked, " if it was not the intention to use them ?" If

there is no informality iu the transaction, why let the credit of the State be hazarded
by withholding the actual amount of these bonds now upon the market ? Why need
such a sum be'iu the hands of the State authorities ? What object have they in pos-

sessing more than the laws authorizing the respective loans have called for ? Is there

*auy statute authorizing an indefinite i^riuting of bonds "to be in the possession of the

State authorities" to be used at will ? Can "the acts of the legislature to pay the in-

debtedness of the State, or for the conversion of its securities, be construed into such a
wholesale prerogative ? Is there a necessity to xirovide more bonds than there are

needs for them f Plainly, must we declare we cannot believe other than the fearful

truth that stares us in the fixce that the bonds and stocks iirinted by the American Bank
Note Company represent the liabilities of the State, for which the faith and credit oi

the State, however unlawfully presented, has been pledged for the payment. That in-

stead of the debt of the Statue of South Carolina being, as the comptroller general ir

his report for the fiscal year ending October 31, 1871, says, $7,665,708 98 ; or as Mr
Treuholm, of the tax-payers' convention, gives it, viz, §9,809,108 ; or as the governor

in his statement to the' congressional committee, makes it, viz, §9,523,964 10; or as

the present committee, from the investigation of erroneous accounts, have, in the pre-

vious pages, shown, viz, §9,865.908 98 ;"it is, allowing all the deductions to be made,
that in October last, while iu New York, were claimed should be not less than
^14,040,000 without the addition of the present contingent liabilities of the State, viz,

§6,787,608 20, which would represent a debt of §20,787,608 20.

In order that those who ore implicated may be fairly dealt with, the committee will

give the benefit, in their report, of their claims for deductions.
It is said the sterling loan bonds should be deducted, as they have been returned by

the treasurer to the American Bank Note Company, viz §3, 500, 000

Also, bonds for the conversion of State securities printed by mistake of the

Bank Note Company, with green backs instead, of blue, (the uniform
color,) to the amount of 500,000

Also, the first issue of the bonds for the payment of the interest on the
public debt, which, having those words i)rinted on their face, would, the
financial agent thought, if issued, injure the credit of the State ; there-

fore, by his recommendation, an equal amount, with the words, " Author-
ized by act approved August 26, 1868," upon their face, were printed

;

this deduction claimed is 1, 000, 000

Also, the conversion bonds delivered the treasurer October 4 aud 11, 1871,

which the governor refused to sign, viz 1, 000, 000

Also, the balance of sterling loan bonds waiting signature aud orders for •

delivery, already priuted and in the hands of the American Bank Note
Company, viz 2, 500, 000

Total of deduction claimed §8,500,000

which, from the §22,540 already given, reduce the bonds and stocks for which the
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authors say tlie State is accountable, and the governor, in his uulucid moments, vrliile

iu New York, inlimated might be correct, viz, .^14,040,1)00.

They concluded their report thus, beginuiug ou page 2GG and ending
on 206:

Since the foregoing Avas prepared for the press, the state treasurer, as well as "citi-

zens' investigating comniittee," made their statements, and the governor, in liis last

message to tlie general assembly, November 28, 1871, reiterates thcTu, iu order to relieve

the public mind "and correct the gross exaggerations that arc being diligently circu-

lated in reference to our finances and tlie entire administration of the State." Allow-
ing all they h;n'e claimed in their priuted report, viz, that tht^^o has been desti'oyed,

canceled, dei)osited for safe-keeping, and on hand in the State treasury, bonds to

the amount of $13,026,000, then the entire bonded debt, actual and contiugent, is

$21,708,914 47, from which deduct contingent railroad bonds, viz, ^6,787,G08 20, and
the real bonded debt is $14,921,306 37 ; from which also deduct the old bonded debt,
or the debt as it existed when the present linancial managers came into power, viz,

$5,407,306 27, and they reveal the extravagant and unwarranted issue of bonds and
stocks (since their mismanagement of the finances) of no less than $9,514,000, which is

just the amount represented to have been delivered to the financial agent in New York.
An issue of nearly two millions more than the whole boiuled debt, old and new, as ex-
hibited in the comptroller general's statement, October 31, 1871, and within $355,108 of
the entire debt, as stated by Mr. George Trenholm to the tax-payers' convention, and
only $14,964 10 less than Governor Scott declared to the congressional investigating
committee in September last, was the total issue of bonds and stock from June, 1838,

to September 20, 1871, after deducting the bonds and stock issued for military defense.

It will be remembered that the various acts authorizing loans since the inauguration of
the present government admit of an issue of $3,000,000; and that the act for the ccm-
version of the State securities was not supposed to be an authority to iucrea.se the
debt already legalized, but a provision of law to convert all outstanding issues into,

one uniforin class of bonds, the old bonds to be canceled when the conversion bonds
wei'e issued. Such ^ course, however, has not been puisued. The managers were
seemingly determined not to keep the liabilities of the State at their legal standard,
but by the new jirocess of conversion to create a larger amount of bonds as collaterals,

while they mendaciously declared that the debt was not eidarged. The bonds con-
verted were not canceled, but still used and hypothecated, and by the linancial agent,
whose instructions or directions could come from no other source than the linancial

board. If we, tb.en, from the $9,514,000 of bonds placed in the linancial agent's hands,
deduct the legally authorizetl bonds, viz, 3,200,(JOO, we lind an illegal overissue of
$6,314,000.
Here then wc have the indisputable evidence that all the financial officers of the

State, as well as the governor himself, in their State and official papers, have hitherto
disguised the true condition of the debt, as well as the issue of bond-s, and we have the
executive confession tliat he too was deceived, and that all his d(;bt statements, up to

September hist, '• v,(ie made according to the best of his knowledge at those date.s."

iSut the fact which now presents itself shows that his excellency's knowledge la
September last v.as sadly deficient, or the excess iu bonds and stocks over his state-

ment at that date, now apparent, has been ei'cated since. However, as no bonds or
stocks could be authorized or issued without his knowledge, the conclusion must bo,

that while '"charging upon others any just share of their n sponsibililies ior the evil

consequences of tlieir acts," ho has somewhat '-hesitated fully to admit his own." Nor
can his final '' severer ]iersonal .scrutiny" convince us that the treasurer's last exhibit
of the actual debt ol the State is full and correct.

It is admitted now, which never would have been done had not tlio joint special

financial investigating committee discovered the fact, about the last of October, that
the governor an(l treasurer of the State authorized the American Bank Note Company
to ])rint various bonds and stocks, amounting to $22,540,000, all of which, at the lime
of the discoveiy, had been delivered to thegovernor, treasurer, and comptroller-general,
except $2,.500,(J00 of the sterling loan bonds, which v. ere wait'iug the orders of the
proper oflieialg.

The actual debt, then, if the "severe personal scrutiny" of the governor "is correct,"

is as follows, viz :

Del)t of the State, July, 186^, less $9,000 old bonds redeemed $5, 398, 306 27
bonds issued in 18(j9, for funding bills of Bank of the Slate of South
Carolina 1,259,000 00

Bonds Tei>resentcd to have been delivered II. II. Kinipton, financial

agent. New York j 9,514,000 00
To which mu.st he added the bonds for which the college land scrip

sold, UCAV iu the hands of the linancial agent, which cannot bo less

than 200,000 00

And wo have a total confessed debt of $16,371,306 '27
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To this ciin be safely added the sterling- loan bonds "deposited for safe-

keepiug," subject to order, $3,500,000, of which have been signed and
made ready for issue, and the arrangements perfected for the uegotia-
tiou of the entire loan, unless the law authorizing the said bonds is

immediatelv repealed, and the bonds canceled before they can be
negotiated.Viz )5;'j, 000, 000 00

Which would give an aggregated old and new bonded debt of 22, 37] , 306 27
To which add the contingent debt, viz 6, 687, 608 20

And the entire indebtedness of the State is $29, 158, 014 47
Of this amount it is said there are in the hands of the financial agent,

as collateral security for loans, §3,773,000 of new bonds, and a deduc-
tion of that amount is claimed from the whole amount of new bonds
m use; but, as collaterals, they are virtually a part of the debt, until
the loans for which they are held are redeemed or paid. From which
deduct authorized bonds, including sterling loan, viz 22, 844, 914 47

And the fraudulent issue is §6, 314, 000 W

The committee assure the general assembly they are confident no one could have
labored more assiduously or thoroughly than they have done in the work of investigation
of the various financial departments of the State, as well as other avenues of discov-
ery. They do not feel, however, that they can safely say they have given the whole
extent of extravagance or criminal indulgence with which the management of the
funds and credit of the State has been characterized. There is an unknown " floating
debt ;" the financial agent is still unpaid ; he is to present his " honest claims" propor-
tioned to his " faithful service." And, as millions have been tossed about in the mul-
tiplied transactions of this " experienced and competent" financier, small considera-
tions will be no " compensation " to him ; liberal satisfaction must be awarded ; anU if

the lithograph-electrotype printing-press has not piled up, in lionds or stocks, sufticient

already to cancel his, with other illegitimate demands, and his greedy hold upon the
State is not loosened, then millions more must be added to the gigantic dimensions of
" what we are responsible for," so far as printed illegalities can make us. The commit,
tee, in view of the atrocity of these disclosures—the work of the present administra-
tion, or, rather, a ring composed of leading ofiicers of the government of the State,

unhesitatingly say that the republican party, which has elevated them to power, must
show its condemnation of such treachery and knavery by an immeiliate and united
eftbrt—by legislative enactments, as well as by every other deliberate measure—to
Ining to justice those who have prostituted the authority with Avhich they have been
clothed, and so flagrantly and criminally imperiled the trusts to them confided.

In conclusion, if, through what has been revealed herein, the innocent, by their inti-

mate or official relationship which they have held with the jterpetrators of these
wholesale frauds suffer an equal condemnation with the guilty, let the arraignment of
the robbers be speedy, and their punishment as sure. The terrible wrongs committed
demand that judgment shall be meted out at once. Position nor place should delay
the work of strict accountability. Let the ax fall upon the heads of corrupt officials,

however high their perogatives. The credit of the State, its honor, its future respect,

everything that makes the peo^ile of a commonwealth worthy esteem or commenda-
tion—her trusts betrayed, her pledges violated, the frauds committed in her name, by
reckless, shameless traducers and plunderers

—

all cry out for justice. Let no moment
be lost in the exercise of duty. The dominant party must recognize the responsibility

now resting upon its shoulders, and deal with bad men, though they may be their

acknowledged leaders, as exact justice demands, or witness the scepter of their power
pass from their hands amid the execrations of an outraged and indignant jjeople.

The accounts, books, and vouchers of the financial agent, for the liscal year ending
October, 1871, have not been examined, as has been already stated, nor was there time
so to do, and perfect the report which is now presented ; nor were the committee
allowed to see them. While this declaration may be denied by the agent, it is sufficient

to say that, while no direct refusal of books, &c., was made, his continued and pur-
posed delays—his own absence from his office under false assurances of sickness, and
the fidelity of the confidential clerk to his master, exhibited in his frequent declara-

tion, " I cannot let you see the books, or accounts, or vouchers, unless Mr. Kimpton
gives me the order so to do"—all these multiplied pretenses and designs were equal,

in their results, to a forbidden examination, and prevented investigation.

Although we are now told that his books and pajjers are open to the inspection of

those v/ho doubt or who are inclined to verify " the last statement of the management
and condition of the finances of the State," yet, from the knowledge the committee
has gained, they do not hesitate to say that such an advertisement is like the spider's

parlor invitation to the fly, and whoever accepts the invitation will find himself

27 KK
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" caught at last " with promises never to be fulfilled, by one who is an adept at trick-

ery, if nothing more.
The committee desire to impress upon the general assembly the necessity, by further

legislation, of clothing them with an immediate authority', unquestioned in detail and
prerogative, to examine tlie books and papers of the financial agent for the fiscal year

ending October, 1871, that they may be enabled to complete their supplemental report,

which is in an advanced state of preparation, and necessary to perfect the work
assigned them, viz :

" A complete and thorough examination of all the accounts of the .

State treasurer, comptroller general, and financial agent, since their induction into

©ffice." - '

In the face of such proof as we have set forth, it wouUl be idle to

indulge in comment.' Bankruptcy stares that people in the face, and
if the authorities at Washiugton sustain their einiss;iries there much
longer, starvation or emigration will be the only alternatives between
which the people of South Carolina will have to choose.

The debts and liabilities of the State, however, are not the greatest

of their grievances. It is the corruption and extortions of the local

officials, the unjust assessments of property, the enormous county and
local taxation, and the plunder which is practiced by every petty town-

ship official, coupled with the insolence and arrogance of ignorant and
dishonest local officers, together with the absolute insecurity of life and
property, that makes the cup of their afflictions overfow.

TENNESSEE.

We presume the statement of the comptroller furnishes a complete

and correct exhibit of the debts and liabilities of the State of Tennessee

in 18G1 and at the close of the year 1870, as well as of the value of

property and the rate of taxation in 1860 and 1870 ; we therefore make
it i)art of this report.

A.

State debt proper, 1861 f3,894,606 Wi

State bonds loaned to railroad companies 13, 909, 000 00

Railroad bonds, city of Memphis bonds indorsed by State, all for rail-

road purposes -.i 2,207,000 00

State bonds loaned to turnpike companies 65, 000 00

State bonds loaned to agricultural bureaus 30, 000 00

Entire State liability October, 1861 20, 105, 606 66

The value of property, real, personal, and slaves', ^861 $361, 477, 746 00

Rate of taxation, 15 cents in the $100 and 35 cents on each poll.

State debt proper, with interest to July 1, 1870 $4, 781, 549 24

State bonds loaned to railroad companies 27, 618, 500 00

Bonds indorsed by State 2,172,000 W
Funded interest on railroad bonds 3, 244, 690 50

Interest due January 1, 1871 4,197,861 95

Bonds to agricultural bureaus aiid interest 37, 21)0 00

Bonds to tiu-upike companies and interest 705, OiiO 00

Claim of United States vs. E. & Ky. and M., C, and L. Railroads 511,560 82

Loan from Foui;th National Bank, New York, (Ward & Briggs).' 113,7,17 00

Outstanding issues Bank of Tennessee, estimated 1, 500, 000 00

Outstanding warrants to October 1, 1870 60(), 123 95

Unexpended appropriations, estimated 200, 000 00

Total State debt, as estimated, for 1870 45, (388, 263 46

The valuation of property, real and personal, for 1869, was $223, 802, 244 00

Rate of taxation, 60 cents on the $100 and $1 50 on polls.

Respectfully submitted.
ED. R. PENNEBAKER,

Comptroller of Tenncusa:

CoMrxROiXER's Offick, XashviUc, Jam 5, 1871.
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The Hon. John C. Brown, now governor of Tennessee, has late>y sent

US his message to the legislature, with the correspondence between the

comptroller and himself, and a statement of the financial condition of

the State on the 20th of October, 1871, annexed, by which it will be
seen that the debt of the State is being diminished. The bonds and
coupons paid in since the last report of the comptroller amount to

$6,873,340, and other items of considerable magnitude go to reduce the

debt of the State. The governor speaks hopefully of the future in his

message; in short, the State of Tennessee is, at last, after years of trouble,

nnder the management and control of her own people. The governor
and legislature are democrats, carpet-baggers have disappeared, and
the finances of the State are assuming a more healthy aspect.

The following is the correspondence and statement of the comptroller,

above referred to

:

^

Executive Office,
Nashville, Tennessee, October 19, 1871.

Sir : I respectfully call your attention to the official report, as submitted to the gen-
eral assembly, of date 1st October, 1871, and ask you to review the credit side of the
account, in the statement making up the indebtedness of the State. It appears to me
there is an omission to give credit by the proper amount of interest upon the bonds retired,

and upon the indebtedness of the purchasers of solvent railroads ; and there are, per-

haps, some clerical or typographical errors in the account. After a revision, if you find

any alteration necessary, please submit me an amended report of that statement.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN C. BROWN, Governs:
Ed. R. Pennebaker State Comptroller:

Comptroixer's Office,
Nashville, Tennessee, October 20, 1871.

Sir : I find that an estimate of interest on the retired bonds since the date they were
delivered to me, as well as an- estimate of interest on the balance due from purchasers
of delinquent railroads, was inadvertently omitted in stating the account of the State's

indebtedness. I find, also, some clerical errors in the statement ; I have carefully re-

vised it, and have the honor herewith to submit an amended report, including also a
statement of railroads sold since the date of my report, which I am satisfied is correct,

and respectfully ask that it be transmitted by you to the general assembly.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

His Excellency John C. Brown, Governor

SUlklMARY.

1.

ED. R. PENNEBAKER,
Comptrolltr.

Total railroad and turnpike indebtedness, with interest estimated

to January 1, 1871 $31,300,417 14

State debt proper $4,083,991 26

Interest funded on same 735, 553 00
4, 819, 544 26

Bonds indorsed by State 2,172,000 00
Interest funded since June 1, 1871 .- 25,000 00

38,316,961 40
Interest to January 1, 1872 1,878,028 02

40, 194, 989 42
Tennessee money outstanding 710,000 00
Warrants 752,417 27
Loan account 206,000 00

1, 668, 417 27

41, 863, 406 69
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Less iiMorsed bonds that will hereafter pay interest $2, 172, 000 00
Interest for twelve months 130, 320 00
Bonds and coupons paid in since last report 6, 873, 340 00
Interest for eighteen months on the bonds paid in—only
•$5,951,000 535,590 00

Estimate for balance revenue due January 1, 1872 1, 200, 000 00
$10,911,250 00

30, 952, 156 G9
Less balance due by railroads 10,990,565 76

19, 961, 590 93

2.

Amount of debt of railroads $5,776,533 76

Balance due from railroads sold

:

•

Memphis, Clarksville and Louisville $489,800 00
Interest, 18 months 76,482 00

Edgefield and Kentucky 675,000 00
Interest, 18 months 60, 750 00

McMinn villo and Manchester 225, 000 00
Interest, 18 months 20,250 00

Winchester and Alabama. 225,000 00
Interest, 18 mouths 20,250 00

Knoxville and Kentucky 350,000 00
Interest, 18 months 31,500 00

Knoxville and Charleston—not sold 150, 000 00
Eogersvillo and Jefferson—not sold 30, 000 00
East Tennessee and Western North Carolina—not sold ... 20, 000 00
Nashville and Northwestern 1,700,000 00

Interest, 18 months 153,000 00
Cincinnati, Cumberland Gap and Charleston 300, 000 00

Interest, 18 months 27, 000 00
Tennessee and Pacific—not sold 300, 000 00

5, 214, 032 00

10,990,565 76

The last census report shows that the assessed value of
the taxable property of Tennessee amounted in 1860 to. $382, 495, 200

Amounted in 1870 to 254, 673, 792
State taxation in 1860 455, 192
State taxation in 1870 514, 364
County taxation in 1860 330, 034
County taxation in 1870 1, 302, 836

The laws under which elections have been held in Tennessee are too
numerous, and have been too often changed and modilied so as to

enable the radical rulers to hold power, to enable us to do more than
make the following statement concerning them.
Under the autliority of the military governor of Tennessee, a conven-

tion was called, which amended the constitution of tlio State, in Febru-
ary, 1865, by which amended constitution the first legislature elected

thereafter was emi)owered to regulate the election franchise. This
legislature was elected by general ticket, the voters in which election

were mostly of one of the grand divisions of the State, (East Tennessee,)
and at the military posts in the State, and at these latter places were
principally soldiers and camp-followers. The legislature so elected, at

its first session, to wit, in June, 1865, enacted a law, limiting the elective

franchise, so as to confer this privilege upon the so-called loyal white men of

the State, and excluding all who had not voted in the elections ordered

by the military authority, and who were not Union men, and who had



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 421

aided, by counsel or otherwise, in the rebellion, and providing for a
registration, by and with the clerks of the county court, who were
authorized to issue certidcates. Under this law it was early seen that
the original and conservative Union men of the State would be in the
ascendant. This class of men, while decided in their opinions, were
composed of the solid, substantial men of the State, and who were
identified with all the material interests of her people, with whose mis-
fortunes they sympathized. The prospect of success to this party did
not suit the partisan views of those then controlling the State, and
hence, at an adjourned session of this legislature, to wit. May 3, 1866,
(see acts of 1865-'66, page 42,) the franchise law was amended,
principally with a view of taking the power of registration away from
the clerks of the county courts, and conferring upon commissioners of
registration in each county, to be appointed by the governor, annulling
the former registration made by the clerks.

Even under this law, so amended, it was found that certain commis-
sioners were conscientious enough to register Union men, whose politics

differed from the ruling regime, and it was apprehended that power
might escape from them, to prevent which Governor Brownlow arbi-

trarily removed commissioners, and at another and subsequent session
of the legislature, the power to remove such commissioners was conferred
upon the governor, and a legislative indorsement of his previous remov-
als secured. (See acts of general assembly, 1867-'68, page 08.)

Thus it will be seen that the power to say who should vote (although
the great body of the people, who had admittedly sympathized with the
rebellion, were already excluded by positive legislative enactment) rested
entirely with one man, and he a violent i)artisan.

Turning a step back, in order fully to comprehend the state of things
in Tennessee, and to see how far the rights, liberties, and privileges of
the people of that commonwealth were at the mercy of that man, it is

shown that, while the general law of the land prohibited the carrying of
concealed weapons, yet, by special law passed immediately upon the
close of the war, to wit, June 6, 1865, (see acts of 1865, page 41,) it was
allowed and permitted that loyal men should carry arms. Let it be
remembered that, in two grand divisions of the State, (Middle and
West Tennessee,) the almost entire body of the so-called loyal men were
negroes. In this juncture of affairs, a State guard was authorized, (and
subsequently in part organized,) to be composed of so-called loyal men,
understood as intended to be composed of negroes, for service in these
two grand divisions, said guard or militia to be officered and controlled
by the same partisan who controlled the ballot-box. By the record it

is also shown that convictions for offenses against the property and
persons of the men, and against the persons of the women of the State,
were almost useless, since a ready pardon awaited the offender, as shown
by the record of pardons. And corruption prevailing everywhere, was
rapidly accumulating a -heavy debt, and augmenting the burden of in-

creasing taxation. (See table of debt, «S:c.)

The great mass of the people of Tennessee felt that they were outlawed
and denied the protection of government. They felt they had no right
of person or property respected by the ruling powers. They believed
that they were purposely disarmed, and that, being so, whatever they
loved or prized was at the mercy of an ignorant race, whose ignorance and
whose passions were being played upon by corrupt parties, with sinister

purposes, and an internecine warfare was painfully apprehended. Under
these circumstances, and at such a time, produced by this most unhappy
legislation and rule, many impulsive men felt that their only means of
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personal safety and protection to themselves, their wives, their daugh-
ters, their mothers, their sisters, aud'their helpless ones, was in secret

organization. While all history attests their mistake, all historj- attests

that it is the resort of the oppressed against the oppressor. And while

we may and do condemn secret political organizations, we condemn with
equal severity the tyranny of the oppressor out of which they have their

birth. Had there been no wanton ojipression in the South, there would
have been no Ku-Kluxism. Had there been no rule of the tyrannical,

corrupt, carpet-bagger or scalawag* rule there, there would have been no
secret organizations. From the oppression and corruption of the one
sprang the vice and outrage of the other.

TEXAS.

This is another of the States which the majority of the committee
refused to visit, or permit any investigation to be had concerning. It

was recognized as'reconstructed in the early part of 1870, at which time

the comptroller certifies that the State debt was $3G2,16G 17, with a
cash balance in the treasury of $350,683 00, Now the comptroller,

November 21, 1871, says :

Exclusive of contingent debt, it is safe to say that, at the close of the present fiscal

year, the outstanding debt of the State, represented l)y treasury warrants and bonds of

the State, will not be less than $3,000,000, exclusive of the action had at the present

sitting of the legislature.

But we give the statement of the comptroller of the debt entire ; it

shows how rapidly the State, under radical misrule, is drifting into

bankruptcy and ruin.

COMPTROLLEii's Offick, Austin, Noveinber 22, 1871.

Sir : I have the honor to furnish, in reply to your request therefor, the following
information relative to the financial history of the State :

The indebtedness of the State of Texas in February, 1861, was $384,569 50, repre-

sented by 10 per cent, interest-bearing warrants, issued in payment of services rendered
in protection of the frontier. At the surrender it was i)32a,y66, being the uncancelled
balance of above 10 per cent, warrants.
At the inauguration of the present State government the State debt was $362,160 17,

with a cash balance in the treasury of $350,683 90, almost sufficient to have liquidated

the entire outstanding State debt. The increase of debt from the surrender to the
inauguration of the present State government, ($40,000,) consists of claims against the
penitentiary, audited during that time.

On the 1st day of January, 1871, the above debt was still outstanding, while pro-

vision hud Ijeen made by the legislature for the issuance of $750,000 7 per cent, bonds
of the State, act 5th August, 1870. The cash balance in the treasury had been reduced
from $350,000 to about $30,000, which before tlio close of the month was entirely ex-

hausted, aud act of May 19, 1871, provided for the issuance of $400,000 in 10 per ceut.

bonds of the State, to cover deficiencies in revenue receipts.

No part of tiii.s increase of the indebtedness since 1865 arose from any contingency
or event enunicratctd in query, &c.
During the relxllion a large portion of the school fund was appropriated and used

for otlier puiposcs, and IjondsOf the State and certificates of indebtedness substituted

therefor. I5iit since tlie rebellion no such claims have been recognized against tho

State, nor has any legislative action been had looking to the validating of such or

payment of accrued interest. No such items are included in the above statement of

debt.
Tlie county tax in 1860 was one-sixteenth of one ]) r cent., or OJ cents on the $100

worth of itrop* rty ; it was 7^- cents in 1870, and in 1 71 it is 25 cents fin' county pur-

poses proper, and in addition a special tax for like anouiit for roads and bridges, and
12^ cents for school jmrposes. In all, 62^ cents on tlu^ $100 worth of property, aud a
poll-tax of $1.

Tho Stat(! tax fi)r the year 1871 is 50 C(!nts on the $100 worth of propoity, and five

per cent, additional on such tax, and a ])<dl-tax of $1. In addition to tins, iXw. lioard of

school directors have levied seven-eighths \wv ceut. on property valuation throiii^hout

tho -State. Total State aud county tax, $1 77^ per $100 of property. Poll-taxes, $2 j>er
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capita, and a State and county occupation-tax equal to about 18 cents on the $100
worth of property in the State.

At this date it is impossible to estimate with any degree of accuracy the deficiency
for the year ending 31st August, 1872. It is safe,'however, to say that it will not be
less than $1,500,000.

The amount appropriated during the year 1871, exclusive of what has or may be
done during the present sitting of the legislature, is $2,141,005 85.

There are large deficiencies for 1871 tobe provided for. In addition to this, the State
is pledged to the issuance of her bonds, bearing interest at seven per cent., to the Inter-
national Raihoad Company, at the rate of $10,000 per mile of its road. The amount
likely to be completed during the present year is not known. Exclusive of such con-
tingent debt, it is safe to say that at the close of the present fiscal year the outstand-
ing debt of the State, represented by treasury warrants and bonds of the State, will
not be less than $3,000,000, exclusive of the action had at the present sitting of the
legislature.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. BLEDSO, Comptroller.
Hon. John Hancock and Major William M. Walton.

The bonds of tlie State, estimated by the tax-payers' convention at
about $14,000,000, issued in aid of railroads, are absokite gifts, and the
local taxation for all sorts of purposes which the governor and his

retainers for their own purposes have seen lit to impose, exceed even
the worst imposition of any of the other States. It is obvious tlmt
everything like civil liberty and even republican form of go\ernment is

being overthrown by the State officials, backed by the military forces

of the United States, for the sole purpose, so far as we are able to
observe, of perpetuating radical supremacy. After the reports of the
tax-payers' convention are read and understood, it v.ill be readily com-
prehended why the majority of the committee, by a strict party vote,
refused to allow the condition of affairs in Texas to be inquired into ; it

did not suit the i)urposes of the party on the eve of a presidential cam-
paign to allow an inquiry as to how the laws were executed, and life,

liberty, and property protected there.

But we forbear comment at present, and ask a careful consideration
of the reports which were prepared by men of both political parties.

lieport of siib-committee on violations of constitution and laws.

Sub-Committee Room, Austin, StjJtcmier 25, 1871.
To the Hon. A. J. Hamilton,

Chaiiraan of General Committee of Twcntij-one :

Sir : The sub-committee appointed to take into consideration and report to the gen-
eral committee the several violations of the State and Federal constitutions, and other
flagrant violations oflaw by the present administration of the State goverument, beg
leave to submit the followiog report:
The violations of constitutions and disregard of law have been very frequent and

are very numerous ; but, frequent as they have been and' numerous as they are, we
have been unable to find a siugle one, of either class, based on au honest desire to
accomplish good to the people of the State, or to secure prosptrity to the country.
On the contrary, their apparent cause seems uniformly to spring from one grand pur-
pose, viz, to concentrate power in the hands of one man, and to emasculate the
strength of the citizens of Texas as a free people.
However hopeless such a design might have appeared, and however little feared by

the reasoniug and intelligent miud eighteen months ago, yet at this day, wo must con-
fess, the scheme has far j^rogressed toward consununatiou, aud the people stand
stripped of many of the inalienable rights of freemen, while he who is now clothed
with these lost rights of the people gloats on their humiliation and cojigratulates him-
self on the possession of kingly power.
We may safely state that the practical effect of each of the acts we shall name has

been, and is now, to abridge the rights of the citizen, and to enlarge, solidify and cou-
iirm the power of the executive.
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And, 1. Duly elected and qnalified members of the legislature, in both houses, have
been expelled or denied seats, to give place to persons who were not elected by a ma-
jority of voters, and who were not in law entitled to seats. (Case of Alford in the
Senate. Cqse of Plato in the House, et al.)

2. At a time when measures of grave importance of themselves, and of vital interest

to all the people, -were under discussion in the Senate and not matured, the majority in

the State senate, arbitrarily and -without authority of law, placed nearly all the mi-
nority under arrest and deprived them of a voice in behalf of the people, and so held
them in arrest and silent until the militia lavr, the police bill, the enabling act, the
registratio]! act, and the election law were passed, and until nominations for judicial

and other important ofticers were approved of; all of which measures go to the oppres-

sion of the people ; and many of the officers confirmed were unqualified as to capacity,

corrupt as to morals, and entirely unfit for high position in any State.

3. A multitude of new offices have been created, and officers appointed to fill them,
without the consent and against the will of the i^eople.

4. Important and useful legislation to the country has been postponed and delayed
at great expense, until odious and oppressive laws were fastened upon the people.

5. Without authority of law, and in violation of the constitution, the term of office

©f the present members of the legislature has been extended one year. They were
elected on the 30th day of November and 1st, 2d, and 3d days of December, 1869 ; and
now, under an act i>assed and construed by themselves, claim to hold until a general
election in the year 1872, notwithstanding section 4, article 3 of the constitution.

6. The executive has omitted and failed to order elections to fill vacancies in the
legislatvn-e, caused by death or otherwise, within the time prescrilied by law, and has
thus, for many months, denied representation to large bodi(>s of the people, although
they were taxed, and have been forced to perform militia duty. (Section 19, article 3,

constitution ; section 11, p. 130, laws of 1870.)

7. The present State administration bases its authority on the claimed results of the
general election held on the 30th ofNovember and 1st, 2d, and 3d days of December, 1809,

and yet has omitted and refused to order and provide for a general election until the
first Tuesday afti+r the first Monday in November, 1872; thus throwing the second gen-
eral election nearly three years from the first. (Section 4, article 3, constitution ; laws
of 1870, p. 129, section 7.)

8. The State of Texas is practically left without a legislature from December, 1871,

until November, 1872, and that, too, whilethe executive is clothed with despotic power.
9. Newspapers have been established iu the several judicial districts of the State to

bolster up the present despotism, and to familiarize the people with executive usurpa-
tion, and, through f )rced jiatroaage, to gaiu great profit, and thereby help to impover-
ish the citizens. (Laws of 1870, p. 74.)

10. The courts of the State are effi^ctually closed against the approach of the citizen,

and prohibited from extending relief for an existing wrong—in this, that though the
judges of election may willfully and corruptly refuse to permit a qualified elector to

vote, yet the courts are forbidden to compel such officers to do their duty, or refrain

from the commission of a wrong by injunction, mandamus, or otherwise. (Laws of

1870, p. 132, section 22; constitution, section 11, article 1.)

11. An election law has been glassed, and is now enforced, which breaks down in

jjractical effect all the safeguards of the ballot, and places iu the hands of those who
receive and count the votes, the unrestrained power to defeat tiie will of the electors,

and to substitute their own instead; it authorizes those who have th(? handling of the
votes, on one pretext and another, to cast out large proportions of the votes and to

aHUOunce partial .and untrue results; it, by the non-idiMitilication of (lck<>ts voted,

lirevents fair and full iuvi'Stigatiou iu cases of contest.id elections; it requires electors

to travel long distances, to undergo heavy expense, and to consume much time need-
lessly to exercise the right of suffrage, thus compelling the citizens to forego the exer-

cise of the elective franchise, or els" t') submit to exactions, oppressions, and wrongs
to person and ])i-(ii)erty. (Laws of 1870, p. 130 it >icq.)

12. The enabling act places great power iu the hands of the executive, in palpable
violation of the constitution, iu that it authorizes him to appoint various inq)or(:int

officers, who are charged with responsible duties, who under the constitution are
elective by the people, and to remove others, who are itlone r(!niovablo by due course of
law. (Laws of 1870, pp. 17, 18

;
constitution, section 12, article 5.)

13. The terms of tlie jKilice bill constitute of theins(>lvcs :in authorized violation of
nearly every ])rivate right of tlu! eilizen. The? police f()rc(! is cliosen by the (executive,

and placed under his command without restriction or responsiljjlity ; it is sil ways ready
for action, with arms in hand, having for its duties the i)art of spies, informers, an<l

detectives, circulating through the whole connnunity. The very vocation of such a
^orce renders them odious to the people, and un]>rincipl('d of tliemselv'(>s ; they are

dangerous as hirelings to the reputation and lives of Hk^ people. Th(^ practical work-
ings of this forc(!, raised under the pretense of seeming peiu;o and cpiiet, and to arrest

violators of the law, has demonstrated, beyond doubt, that it is a body of armed men.
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massed to overawe the citizen and to give an active arm to tbo executive, to uphold
and sustain him in his usurpations and exercise of the uuhiwfal power concentrated in
hiiu. Its work has been a succession of wrongs, mingled with hlood ; its continuance
is death to every ijrivate right, and, in innumerable instances, to life itself. (Laws of
1870, p. 19.)

14. Large amounts of money have been subjected and appropriated to the use of the
executive, obtainable on requisition, and on the sale of State bonds, to be held and used
by him without any of the restrictions and safeguards which the laws require of all

others who handle public moneys. (Laws 1870.)

15. Under the authority of the militia law, now in force, and being daily executed,
the executive is vested with unlimited power. He may organize a staudiiig'army in a
time of profound peace ; in the face of heavy pains and iienalties, the citizen is required
to perform military duty, and to form part of such standing army. A State guard is

provided for, the men and officers of which are chosen and selected by the executive,
thus creating a special organization of great strength, composed of the pets, favorites,

and tools of the governor, whose interest is to maintain him in his usurpations, and to
enforce his orders, whatever they may be. This is an armed body of men, who may
be thrown into any city or county of the State, and there, with rapidity and unscru-
pulousuess, execute any order the executive may give. He is clothed with the power
to declare martial law on the most j)altry pretexts. He may, to all intents and pur-
poses, suspend the writ of habeas corpus when there is uo rebellion, no invasion, and
when the public safety does not require it. With martial law declared, and the writ oi

habeas corpus practically suspended, the executive becoms dictator in Texas, and his
will the sole guide to his action ; he may take j)roperty or life, and be responsible to no
tribunal of justice in the State, so long as he remains governor under , existing laws.
(Laws 1870, p. 11 ; constitution, sections 10, 17, article 1.)

It might possibly be said that, though such unlimited jiower is with the executive,
yet that all the probabilities are that he will not call it into exercise ; but already, un-
der the arbitrary power conferred, he declared martial law in the coimty of Hill, and
through machinery rapidly extemporized, gathered by the hands of his adjutant gen-
eral, large sums of money from citizens while under duress, and without a judgment
of any court of competent jurisdiction ; and under the same arbitrary power, martial
law wa« declared in Walker County, and then, under like machinery, gathered large
sums of money from the people, and, in addition thereto, incarcerated a freeman of the
State of Texas in the penitentiary; and all this in a time of profound peace, when
there w^as no rebellion, no invasion, Avhen the public safety was not threatened, and
Avhen the civil officers in the respective counties were fully able to execute all process
and to arrest all violators of the law. And again, in the county of Bastrop, martial law
was time and again threatened, and held in terrorem over the iieople thereof, ^ith in-

tent to force the grand jury of said county to indict, by false indicfluents, the good
people thereof, and thus forge a reimtatiou for that people of being a lawless and crim-
inal people.
These things have grown into history and are now recognized as authentic occur-

rences of the times.

16. The executive is now enforcing the execution of a repealed law, and thereby
greatly increasing the taxes demanded of the peo^jle, and gaining the possession and
control of enormous sums of money, the distribution whereof is subject to his will, in
connection with those about him who hold position by his appointment, and whose
terms of office depend on his pleasure.

I.—1. The act entitled "An act to organize and maintain a system of public free

schools in the State of Texas," (laws of 1871, p. 59,) v/as i)reseuted to the governor for

his approval 12th April, 1871. (Senate Journal, p. 748.)

2. In absence of approval, the bill so presented would become a law in five days if

not returned. (Constitution, section 25, general i^rovisions.)

;}. The bill so presented was notax^proved, nor was it vetoed; soon the 17th of April,

1871, it became a law.
' 4. The lifth section of said act provides that, " The directors of each school district

shall have the authority to levy a tax not exceeding 1 per cent., for the purpose ot

building school-houses and maintaining schools in theii" respective districts."

II.—1. The act entitled "An act to give effect to the several provisions of the consti-
tution coneerning taxes," (laws 1871, p. 51,) was presented to the governor for his ap-
proval on the 20th day of April, 1871. (Senate Journal, p. 847.)

2. Said bill was approved on the 22d of April, and from that day became a law, five

days after the act first named had become a law under section 25 of the constitution,

before cited.

3. The eighth section of the last act named provides that "A direct ad valorem tax for

the year 1871, of one-fourth the amount of the direct ad valorem State tax on all real prop-
erty situate, and all personal property owned in each school district in this State" * *

shall be levied and collected " to provide the necessary school-houses in each district,

and insure the education of all the scholastic inhabitants of the several di*)tricts."
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the one supplies the other, both being intended to raise a fund by taxation for one and
the same identical purpose.

6. The repealing clause repeals section 5 of the act first named, and thereby reduced
taxation for school-house purposes from one per cent, to one-eighth of one per cent.
But notwithstanding the record shows the foregoing facts, yel the governor appended

his approval to the law first named on the 2 1th day of April, 1871—seven days after it
had become a law—and thus, of his own will, sought to change the dates of 'laws, and
to give them force and effect in a reversed manner, and by his signature to revive a
law which had been i-epealed.

This repealed law is now being enforced, and under its provisions a tax of seven-
eighths ot one per eent. on all the property in the State of Texas, real and personal,
sought to be collected.

17. The peo]ile have been disarmed throughout the State, notwithstanding their con-
stitutional riglit " to keep and bear arms." (Constitution, section 13, article 1. Laws
1871, p. 2.-).)

The police and State guards are armed, and lord it over the land, while the citizen
dare not, under heavy pains and penalties, bear arms to defend himself, unless he has
reasonable grounds for fearing an unlawful attack on his person, and that such grounds
of attack shall be immediate and pressing. The citizen is at the mercy of the police-
inau and the men of the State Guard, and that, too, when these bodies of men embrace
in them the most lawless and abandoned men in the State, many of whom are adven-
turers—strangers to the soil—discharged or pardoned criminals, forgetful of law—un-
restrained by the customs of society, and without interest in, or ties to the State.

18. The election order, under the operation of which the near approaching election
will be holden, is a monstrosity, and could only emanate from a mind deliberately de-
termined to insult and humiliate the people to the last extreme on the one hand,
while on the other it willfully orders the violation of the constitution by the agents
who are to carry said order into execution. It forbids the assembling of the people on
the days of election ; it prohibits free speech ; it forbids the free and lawful movement
of the citizen in person ; it forbids the citizen the right to advocate the election of the
candidate of his choice; it authorizes the judges of election to close the polls on the
merest pretexts ; it subjects the citizen's motives and purposes to the judgment ol
policemen; it authorizes policemen to disperse bodies of citizens without warrant of law,
and when they have been guilty of no A'iolation of law ; it subjects the citizen to ar-
rest and detention while in attendance at an election, when he has not been guilty of
treasorf, felony, or breach of the peace ; it is ordered to be executed as a criminal law
of the State, -svlien it has not a single feature of a law ; it is the unlawful will of the
executive, enforced by him through the power of an armed police upon an. unarmed
people ; it is the will of a despot and the act of a tyrant overriding the supreme law ol
the land. (Section 2, article 3, constitut-iou.)

19. By orders executed through his armed bodies of police, the executive has taken
control of peaceable assemblies of the people, called together for peaceful and lawful
purposes, and there suppressed free speech, under threats of arrest and subjection to
punishment as criminals. (Galveston case.)

20. The executive has deliberately disregarded the solemn judgment of the district
court, and ordered his policemen to contemn thi; court, and by force, with arms iu
their hands, to defy the court, and to execute his will in a question of law where the
court hiid decided the case and entered his judgment of record. (Brownsville case.)

21. For the puri)ose and with the intent to retain the power they now hold, and to
avoid having the free will of the people expressed in the enactment of laws, the exec-
utive and otlicirs in authority contemplate (and are now actively engagxid to accom-
jfiish tlieir object) so appoilioning representation in the legislature as tlnit only the
voice of a snuill proixulion of the people sliall be heard. It is proposed to give some
localities nnich larger representation than the population thereof lawfully authorizes,
and to take from other localities representation to which their population entitles them.
It is purposed to ignore local representation and to make large areas of tei'ritory repre-
sentative districts, to the end that the sontimeut of the i)()pulatiou of a few localities
may control tlio voice of the State in the cnaiitmtint of laws. (Bill in both houses.)
While, sir, wi» liave not specified all the actsof tiio i)r(!sent aihninistration infracting

the constitution, in violation of law, audio willful disregard of the rights of the people,
nor entered minutely into the features of those named, yet we think we have showH
enough to call u])on all men for the most serious relhsction, and to show tho teudeucies
of the {iresent administration of tho State govennnciut.
Without enlarging, we may say that the jiower which in republican govorament is

supposed to rest in the p(!0])le is fast departing from the people of Texas and concen-
trating itself in the hands of one man—the executive; that the people of this State no
longer govern themselves, but are governed by E. J. Davis, as comi)lotely as U' there
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were no coniilitutions, State or Federal. Wliile in form we have a republican govern-
ment, in sur.titauce and in fact we have a despotism, which constantly becomes more
and more absolute, and will certainly end in unqualified enslavement of the people,

unless some check is interposed.

Respectfully,
W. M. WALTON, Chairman.

Second. The report of the sub-committee on taxes and the report of the committee
on statistics, appointed by order of the convention, which, for convenience, have been
consolidated, is as follows

:

Eeport of suh-commitiees on taxes and statistics.

Sub-Committee Room, Austin, September 25, 1871.

To the Hon. A. J. Hamilton,
Chairman of Committee of Twenty-one :

Sir : The committee on statistics beg leave to submit the following report as the
result of their deliberations

:

Previous to the adoption of our present State constitution the legislature met bien-
nially, and the appropriations for State expenditures were made for two years.

We find, from an examination of the laws, that the seventh legislature appropriated,

to be \)sa(\. from the State treasury, for the ordinary exj^enses of the State government,
for the years 1858 and 1859, the sum of $545,740. This gives one-half that amount, or
$'27"2,870, as the ordinary expenses for each of the years 1858 and 1859.

The entire appropriations of that legislature, for all purposes, for the years 1858 and
1859, inchiding the above, also for the old debt of the republic, frontier defence, &c.,
amounted to only $809,592 49. We find from the same source that the eleventh legis-

lature appropriated for the ordinary expenses of the State government, for the years
1867 and 1868, the sum of $481,300. This gives one-half that amount, or $240,6o0, as
the ordinary expenses for each of the years 1867 and 1868.

It will be recollected that there was no session of the legislature during either of
those years. The entire appropriations made by the eleventh legislature, that met in

1866, for all purposes for the expenses of the years 1867 and 1868, for the legislature of
1866, and in addition thereto the expenses of the government from the 13th of August
to the 31st of December, 1866, amounted only to the sum of $956,850 77,

We find from the same source that the appropriations made by the legislature of
1870, for the ordinary expenses of the State government for the fiscal year from the Ist

of September, 1870, to the 1st of September, 1871, was $756,383. •

The entire appropriations of that legislature, for all purposes except the subsidy to
the International Railroad, amounted to the sum of $1,632,270 50. The appropriations
of the legislature that met in the early part of this year, (1871,) for the ordinary
expenses of the government for the fiscal year beginning on the 1st of September,
1871, and ending on the 31st of August, 1872, were $1,072,662 ; for schools the same
years, $504,500 ; for deficiencies for fiscal year ending 31st August, 1871, $364,743 45;
for all other purposes, except subsidies to railroads, $178,69983 ; making the entire
appropriations by that legislature, exclusive of subsidies to railroads, $2,120,605 28.

It will ha r^jcoflected that the legislature of 1870 also voted a subsidy of $10,000 a
mile to the International Railroad, which will impose upon our people a debt of at
least $8,000,000, if the company complies with the terms of the law ; and the legisla-

ture of 1871 granted an additional subsidy of $6,000,000 to the Trans-Continental and
Southern Pacific Railroads.

We find that the cost of the legislature of 1857 was $159,760 ; that of 1866 was
$167,000; that of 1870, $307,000; and that of 1871, $285,000, exclusive of the expenses
of the adjourned session, which will probably be several hundred thousand dollars
more, while the number of members, the per diem and mileage were the same for that
of 1866 as for the legislature of 1870 and 1871.

We find that the ad valorem tax upon property in the years 1858 and 1859 was for
the State one-eighth of one per cent. ; for the county one-half of that rate.

In 1886 the rate of taxation was increased, for the State to fifteen cents on each
hundred dollars, and for county purposes, not exceeding one-half of that rate. The
legislature of 1871 increased the taxes as follows, viz :

Ad valorem State tax upon property, one-fourth of which is for schools, one-half of
one iier cent. ; ad valorem county tax, one-quarter of one per cent. ; ad valorem road
and bridge tax, one-quarter of one per cent. ; ad valorem tax for school-houses, one-
eighth of oue per cent. ; tax for building school-houses and maintaining schools, one
per cent. ; a poll-tax of one dollar for schools ; a poll-tax of one dollar for roads and
bridges ; besides the occupation and license taxes, and the tax for the frontier bonds,
which is understood to have been fixed by the comptroller at five cents on each hun-
dred dollars, from which it will be seen that our j)resent rate of taxation for State and
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county purposes is about two dollars and seventeen and a half cents ($2 17i) on each
hundred dollars, besides the poll-tax and occupajiion and license taxes.

The followinsf is an estimate of the taxes levied from the people the present year.
The estimated value of the property subject to taxation is $212,000,000 :

One-half of one per cent, on above, as ad valwem State tax, will iiroduce. $11,060,000
One-quarter of one per cent, ad valorem county tax 530, 000
One-quarter of one per cent, ad valorem bridge tax 530, 000
One-eighth of one per cent., as one-quarter of State tax for school pur-

poses 265, 000
One-half of one per cent., as tax to pay frontier bonds 106, 000
One per cent, tax for school-house purposes, &c 2, 120, 000
Poll-tax for roads and bridges, estimated 150, 000
Poll-tax for schools, estimated 150, 000
License and occupation for State, estimated 300, 000
License and occuijation for county, estimated 150, 000

Total 5,361,000

In addition to the above each tax-payer has to pay for the commission for assessing
his ad valorem tax, which it is supposed will amount to about three per cent, on his
ad valorem tax.

By a series of revolutionary acts a vast military active force is placed
under the immediate command of the governor, to be used ichcnever, in

Ms opinion^ necessity requires it; a part of which may be used in uniform,
or without it, for the ostensible purposes mentioned in the acts, to wit,

of arresting fugitives, or as detectives ; and may at will be sent through-
out the limits of the entire State, to act with or independent of all peace
officers, being obedient to the governor alone. The general police force,

with their rewards and extra pay and commissions for traveling, cost
the State over $300,000 per annum; the special policemen, during the
term they were called out, in 1871, cost the several counties over
$200,000, and if the State Guards are, or should be called out, the cost
would be increased in proportion to the number ordered into service.

A sum oiii $50,000 was assessed for payment of the force the governor
called out and placed in Limestone County. A large i)art of this sum
was wrung from the citizens of Limestone County by taxation in 1871.
By these acts all security for life and i)r£>perty is placed in the hands

of one man. He uot only can declare martial law, suspend the writ of
habeas corpus^ and render useless all civil tribunals, but erect military
commissions for the trial of such offenders as may be brought before
them

;
ho can designate the officers to act as judges, and prescribe the

regulations that are to govern them in their action. ThiH reclclessly

places the lives of the citizens at the mercy of the governor. Pro])erty is

held by a still more uncertain tenure. The governor can, for resistance
of civil process, breach of the peace, or imminent danger thereof, (mere
sliams and pretenses that may occur at any hour throughout tlie State,)
march his army into a county or counties and force the payment of the
expenses of the same, and there is no limit to the amount to he fixed,

except his will. It is collected by his own ofiicers and disbursed by them,
and nothing in the law requires an account of the manner of its expendi-
ture, no bond being required of the officers collecting.

T])e concentrating of such pow^ir in <)ne man has produced the result
that every thinking man foresaw. None but the most subservient tools
are appointed, and these generally selected from that class who have no
material interest in the country, nmny of them mere tloating n<m-resi-
dents and illiterate negroes, wlio have everything to gain and nothing
to lose by disturbances. The chief i)urpose of this force was not what
it pretended to be; the real but secret ol)ject of it Avas to control the
elections in the interest of the governor and his party. This was seen
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ill the late election for congressmen, which occurred October, 1871,
when twenty special policemen were called out for each county, at a
cost of $1,440 to a connty, besides the general police force distributed
through the State at large, and the usual peace officers of the county
acting as policemen under the act. All these things were done under
the instructions of the governor's proclamation of August 9, 1871, which
need not be repeated, as its contents will be remembered by all. By
that proclamation he assumed command of all these forces, and placed
his bayonets around every ballot-box in the State. The effect of put-
ting such a military force in jiossession of the ballot-box, Avith the
citizens disarmed, is easily seen, and renders comment unnecessary.
By the registration act, page 24, section 1, &c., a registrar is

appointed, with powers of a district judge during the term he is acting
in his official capacity. All persons entitled to vote must register their

names, under such oaths as may be prescribed, in his office at the
county-seat, and pay him 25 cents therefor. He has i)ower to reject

voters for cause named; he sits ten days before election; appeal may
be taken from his decision to the board of appeals, composed of himself
and three others, who afterward become the judges of election, all

appointed by the governor. These officers receive $5 a day while sit-

ting as boards, and during the days of election; of course they are all

under the control of the governor. Thus it will be seen that the regis-

trars appointed by the governor may reject voters for many causes
named in the act. The voter may appeal to the board of appeals, and
here he must go before the same registrar that rejected him and the three
judges of election, who are to decide whether he shall vote or not, and
from this board there lies no appeal, and is only held five days before
the election.

By the election act, page 128, section G, all elections must be held at
county-seats of the several counties, aud continued four days. Section
11. Judges of election have power to issue warrants, and commit to
prison persons charged with breach of the peace.

Section 19 prohibits any mark or number placed on the ballot, thus
preventing the identity of the ballot from beiug ascertained.

Section 21 requires judges of election to send up to the governor affi-

davits of fraud, intimidation, and violence that occurred during the
election, with the returns.

Section 22 prohibits any judge from interfering, by injunction or
mandamus, with the judges of election.

Section 32 requires that the ballot-box be sealed and given in charge
of the registrar each evening at the close of voting.

Section 35. Power given to governor aud secretary of state to reject
the vote of whole counties, on the statements, furnished by the registrar
and judges of election, sent up with the election returns.

Section 52. Governor is given chief command of all the military and
peace officers of the State during the days of election.

Section 53 makes it a felony for any one except the registrar to take
or handle the ballot-box after the close of the voting, or during the
counting of the votes.

Section 55 prohibits the carrying of arms within half a mile of elec-

tion place, during days of election, except by the peace officers and
military.

Section 58 gives the governor supreme control over all elections, with
power to call out militia and the State Guards, and use the entire forces
of the State.

It will be seen from these acts, in connection with others mentioned,
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that tlie governor 1ms the appoiutraent of all the officers of registration

and election ; that the election is held at the county-seats, instead of the
preciiicts, as heretofore, and during four days, instead of one, as formerly

j

that the entire military forces of the State are placed at his command,
to be used at the election 5 that by his own officers he can reject voters

in almost any number, and they are deprived of any appeal; that the
citizens are disarmed and not allowed to come within half a mile of the
ballot-box with any weapon, while the military are placed around the

ballot-box at the county-seat to control it ; that no number or any other

marks are allowed to be placed upon the ballot, so as to identify it,

or purge the ballot-box of illegal votes, or to ascertain who are the

illegal voters. That a majority of legal voters may be denied a vote

under such a system, with no means of detecting it, the whole election

is conducted by the governor's own appointees, with no check or safe-

guard around the ballot. And thereupon, on the statements of the

registrar and judges, sent up to the governor and secretary of state,

they may rejeict whole counties in State elections, and deny them a
voice in the election, and all this under the pretense of keeping the bal-

lot-box i)ure. In many counties voters have to go over fifty miles to

the county-seat to vote, instead of voting at their old precincts near

home; but the object of voting at the county-seat is to place it under
the control of the military, more easily than heretofore, when the voting

was held at several voting places. And the voting for four days iusteacl

of one, as formerly, is to enable voters to vote in four different counties

at the same election, (as has often been done in this State,) and this

without the risk of detection.

The cost of holding an election for the State at large, under former

administrations, never reached $5,000, whereas the holding of the election

for four members of Congress in October, 1871, cost the State for special

policemen alone near $200,000, besides large sums for registration and
election officials, &c.
The free-school bill and amendments, page 113 of the acts of 1870-'71,

provides for a superintendent at $2,500 per annum, and thirty-tive super-

visors at $5 per day, and about 4,000 teachers, receiving from $75 to

$150 per month, all appointed by the board, the governor being the

chief. The officers of the county court of each county are cx-offieio

school directors, (these officers are appointed by the governor,) and they

appoint school trustees and school examiners, all to be paid out of the

scliool fund. These directors are authorized to levy not exceeding one per
centum tax to build school-houses, and these schools, by the plainest

interpretation, are intended to be mixed schools, and consist of colored

and white pupils, with a penalty of $25 for failure to send every pupil

between six and eighteen years of age to these cjchools at least four

months in each year. And this board, to wit, the governor and super-

intendent, require a uniform system of text-books to be studied ; they
have prescribed this system and furnished the books at the expense of

the State. The tax levied for this purpose alone is about $2,500,000.

To carry it out will require more than five millions per annum.
The effect of all this is easily seen. It is a one-man system and a political

machine; the great nursery in which to educate advocates of the party

that has built it up and fosters it at the expense of those who have no
confidence in its educational value. It is calculated to arouse, and has
done so, the bitterest hostility to it as a system, because it is the very

opposite to everything like a sound scientific system of education. By
the frontier act, page 5, the governor was authorized to call out and
organize twenty companies of Texas Rangers, equip, supply, and arm



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES. 431

the same at State expense, to protect tbe frontier of Texas from the
Indians. This was done at great cost to the State. The total cost of the
organizations of this act was about 8700,000, which was an unnecessary
burden upon the State. In fact, it was the duty of the United States

to protect the frontier of Texas from the attacks of the Indians, and
she wouhl have done so npon the proper representations made by the
State government. But this was not the object that influenced the

action. It gave the appointment of all these officers to the governor, as

well as the command o± them, and largely increased his j)atronage and
political power.
Without mentioning any more acts it is sufficient from these to observe

that there has been a systematic plan of legislation to take away from
the people, in violation of the Constitution, almost every right guaran-
teed to tbem under that instrument, and to concentrate nearly every
power that ought to be exercised in the various departments of state,

and by the numerous officials, under the laws, in the governor. And
by this system of concentrating all the power in one man, and legislating

so as to enable him to carry it out and perpetuate the power of his party;

it has increased the taxes of the State enormously.
The State Guards act, police bill, school bill, frontier act, printing bill,

election act, and registration act are each administration measures, new
and without precedent in this State. All these wlien in full action would
require a tax little short of three millions per annum. They are not only
useless but dangerous to the peace and prosperity of the State, and must,
if not repealed, lead to its financial ruin, Thej' have already, with the
railroad subsidies, plunged tbe State into a debt of not less than
fifteen or sixteen millions of dollars. The administration of tbe State

government of Texas, prior to that of Davis, never required a sum reach-

ing $500,000 ; but now, by reason of those laws, at a cost of nearly, if not
quite, six millions per annum, a loss of credit to tbe State, and an alarm-
ingly increasing debt, which threatens all departments of business, is the
result ; and by reason of the governor's veto and a subservient legis-

lature refusing to pass any election law, there is no legislature, nor
can be until elected in November, 1872, which will leave the State gov-
ernment {(md it icas so intended) in the hands of the governor during
the year 1872, to be run under the strong military i)ower i)laced in his

hands, which will be used, no doubt, to carry the next elections in

November, 1872, for the radical wing of the republican party, of which
the present President will be tbe selected leader of course. Many
of the counties in Texas have 6,000 or 8,000 votes, with one voting-

place in » county, and a one-day election for President. Of course not
exceeding 1,000 can vote; the cry will be, if the democrats get to the
polls first and vote, that all the loyal men were kept away by intimida-

tion, or, what is more likel^'^, 1,000 negroes will be allowed to vote by the
militia and tbe others all excluded. Texas, in short, will be counted out
by Congress in February, 1873, if her vote is democratic, and will be
counted in if it is radical. The refusal to amend tbe election law, or allow
a new legislature to be elected before tbe Presidential election ,bas that
that object in view, and was done to have that effect, and furnish that
pretext.

VIKGINIA.

The debt and liabilities of tbe State of Yirgiuia may be stated thus :

Debt in 1801, 831,958,144 59. (See auditor's report.)

Debt in 1805, $41,001,310 00. (Governor Pierpont's message.)
Debt in 1870, $45,872,778 00. (Governor Walkers message.)
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Debt in 1871, $47,390,839 90. (Auditor's report.)

The cost of conducting the State government, indeed all the other
facts we are in possession of, relative to the financial condition of Vir-
ginia, appear in the oflicial statement of W. F. Taylor, auditor, which
we insert as part of this report

:

Commonwealth of Virginia,
Office of the Auditor of Public Accounts,

Richmond, Virginia, November 7, 1871.

Sir: a circular from the joint select committee to inquire into tbo condition of the
late insurrectionary States has been placed in my hands by tlie Hon. R. T. Daniel, with
a request that I would j^ive to the interrogatories herein contained as full and exx^licit

answers as can be furnished from the records of this department.
To give a specific reply to each question, I regret to say, would involve an amount of

labor which I really have not the time now to perform. I think, however, tbe same
results will be attained by a more general statement, which I will very cheerfully en-
deavor to make.
From a report made to His Excellency Governor Walker by J. L. Shackelford, esq.,

second auditor, in December, 1870, it will be seen that the public debt of this State,
after making sundry additions herein specified and explained, was, on the 17th day of
Aj)ril, 1860, $31,938,144 59. The principal of this dtibt remained the same on the Ist

day of January, 1871, up to which time the auditor adds the accrued interest, to wit,

$5,312,185 43, making an aggregate of principal and interest on the 1st day of January,
1871, §37,250,330 02.- To this must be added the " debt issued and that may be issued"
under an act of general assembly passed the 2d day of March, 186G, authorizing the
funding of interest .$7,092,310 38
Interest due and unpaid thereon 2, 018, 208 59
Debt on old .James River Company stock 95,000 00
Interest due and un^iaid thereon 19, 800 00
Debt on James River and Kanawha Company bonds Issued by the State 201, 130 00
Interest due and unpaid thereon .* 114, 060 97

Total amount of principal and interest 1st day of January, 1871 .. 47, 390, 839 96

All the items of this statement will be made readily understood by reference to the
report aforesaid, a copy of which I beg leave to submit herewith, marked A.

It will thus appear that there has been no increase in the debt of this State since the
27th day of April, 1861, exce])t from the accumulation of intensst thereon, the greater
part of which was funded, first, under the act of 1866 aforesaid, and more recently
under the act of the 30th of March, 1871, entitled "An act to provide for the funding
and payment of the public debt." These acts were not regarded at the time of tlieir

passage as at all party measures. They were passed under the belief, honestly enter-

tained, I have no doubt, that such legislation was necessary to establish and maintain
the credit of the State. It may not be out of place here to remark that in both the
acts to which I have referred one-third of the debt of the State, including interest, was
regarded by the general assembly as i)roper to be assumed by tlie State of West Vir-

ginia, and that, thereibre, no pr()visiou was made to pay any part of the principal of,

or interest on, that one-third. (See copy of the Funding Act of the 30th day of March,
1871, which accompanies this letter, marked 13.)

I think I have now reached the seventh of your questions in order. In reply to this

question I beg leave to submit a jjrinted statement, marked C, furnished by me under
a resolution of the house of delegates of Virginia, which shows tlie. nuinber of sherifts

and collectors who were defaulters to the State, bolli of military and civil appointment.
The aggregate of losses under the appointments has beiju large. How large, it is almost
impossible to tell, as in n>any cases suits have been instituted against the sureties of

these defaulting officers, some of which have not yet been finally determined. (See

page 10 of the foregoing statement.)
The bonds of nuiny of thoi^e appointees, I regret to say, proved to bo utterly worth-

less. In justice to the military commanders, however, by whom a great majority of

these appointments were made, I feel free to say tliat, in my opinion, they could not

have done mucli better, considering the range of their selection, which was exceed-

ingly limited, and the material out of which their ai)pointuients could only bo nuule
;

for, under the several atits of Congress, commonly known as the reconstruction acts,

all persons holding ofiieo in the State, executive, legislative, and judicial, were n;-

nioved therefrom by military authority, and none could be appointed to fill the vacan-

cies except such ;is were iiot reached by o))eration of the acts aforesaid, Jor such

aa would consent to take the test oath. The nunibm- of the foruKir was very small,

and none except the most w^thless among us, with some few exceptions, would do the

latter.
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8tli. I regret to say that it is impossible to give an answer to tliis question, for tlio

reason that no report of county taxes is made to this Department. Tlie increase, how
ever, has been very great, as in almost every county heavy expenditures were incun-ed
growing out of the devastations of war, which, of course, involved the necessity of
largely increased taxation. The number of county officers, too, has been greatly in-

creased under our present constitution, which, of itself, constitutes au element of ex-
pense not to bo overlooked in arriving at a correct estimate.

Dth and 10th. It is proper to remark, before giving au answer to these inquiries, that
a division of the State of Virginia was authorized by an act of Congress m the year
1863, by which a third of the territory and about a foui-th of the population were
formed into a new State, known as the State of West Virginia. In comparing, there-
fore, the expenses of the State government in 1858, 1859, and 1860 with those of 1868,
1869. and 1870, the fiict of this division nmst be constantly borne in mind, else it will
be impossible to arrive at any just and proper conclusion.

It may not be out of place to remark, in this connection, that our aim, since the
conclusion of the war, has been to economize our expenditures, as far as is compatible
with the necessary wants of a decent and respectable State government ; that the rate
of taxation, under what is known as the Alexandria government, was 14 cents in the
§100 value of land and i^roperty. Upon the assembling of the State legislature in Rich-
mond, elected iu 1865, to wit, at the session of 1865-66, the rate of taxation was con-
tinued at 14 cents, and subsequently increased to 30 cents, and then to 50 cents, the
present rate, 10 cents, one-fifth, of which is appropriated esxiecially to the supi)ort of
the public schools of the commouwealth.

The cost of conducting the State government for the fiscal year com-
mencing on the first day of tDctober, 1858, and ending on the 30th day
of September, 1859, was $4,222,449 05

For the fiscal year commencing the 1st October, 1859, and adding the
30th September, 1860 T. 4,147,917 92

The cost of conducting the State government (the jiresent) for the fis-

cal vear commencing the 1st October, 1868, and ending 30th Septem-
, ber,'^1869, was 1,819,634 87
For the fiscal year commencing the 1st October, 1869, and ending the
30th September, 1870 1,50,5,650 08

11th. There were no material changes made in the manner of conducting oar elec-
tions from 1861 to 1865, and none until after the adoption of our present constitution.
The changes were, first, a registration of all the voters, with the oath, &c., prior to
au election ; and second, that all elections should bo by ballot, &c. These are consti-
tutional requirements. Under these provisions, a much larger number of checks, &c.,
were necessarily required than under our former laws.

12th. In answer to this question, I beg leave to say that the reason assigned by ttio

advocates of reform was that the vote by ballot was necessary to protect the negro iu
the exercise of his rights of franchise, it being supposed that at mere elections vwa voce,

as formerly, intimidation might bo used which could interfere with the free exercise of
Lis rights as a voter.

13th. In respect to the matter of fairness or unfairness in our elections, I cannot
speak with any personal knowledge. Charges of unfairness have been made, and I
suppose will be constantly made, by a defeated party everywhere, whenever an election
occurs. In this State, however, I have no doubt elections are as fairly conducted and
with as little disorder as in any State iu the Union.

I take great pleasure in stating that Governor Walker's administration has been
eminently successful, and that there is but one tiling wanting to put our State agaia
ou the high road to iirosperity. I refer to a general amuestj^ bill. This would restore
to our councils many of our wisest and best men who are now laboring under political
disabilities, and inaugui-ate an era of good feeling which can never otherwise be at-
tained.

I trust I may be pardoned for expressing the hope that such a bill may be promjitly
passed when Congress assembles.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. F. TAYLOR,

Auditor Public Accounts.
Hon. J. B. Beck.

We concur fully in the foregoing.

ASA ROGERS,
Second Auditor

GEO. RYL,
Treasurer of Virginia.

28 KK
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Governor Walker, in bis messaj^e of December, 1871, page 15, shows
recent sales of State stock, which reduces the State debt, as follows

:

Sales of Eichmond and Petersbnrj^h Railroad stock $575, 480 (10

Sales of Eichmond and Danville Eailroad stock 1, 034, 024 22

1,G10,324 22

Deducted from State debt, leaves it now 45, 480, 542 21

The census report shows that the State taxation in ISGO
was « $2, 298, 875 00

In 1870 was 2, 475, 742 00
County taxation in 18G0 448, 091 00
County taxation in 1870 841, 970 00

It will be observed that the only increase in the debt of the State of

Virginia arises from the non-payment of interest on the old debt. As
this is one of the States as to Avhich no evidence was taken, and is the

only one i!i which no charges of fraud or corruption in the management
of its finances is alleged, it may not be improper to remark it is the only

one that did not fall under radical carpet-bag rule.

We have endeavored to give somewhat in detail the result of the re-

construction polic3' of Congress on the financial condition of the South-
ern States, together with the character of their registration and election

laws, and we feel warranted in asserting to Congress and the country
that the whole system has been one of plunder and oii])ression ; when-
e\er and wherever schemes could be concocted to enrich the officials,

they were consummated by bribery and corruption at the expense of

the tax-payers; whenever and wherever it was necessary to destroy

or abridge the right of suffrage, or to stuff the ballot box for party pur-

poses, it was resorted to; when it was best to stir up strife so as to fur-

nish a pretext for oppression or a subversion of the ])opular will, it was
done; in short, every means was applied and every device was resorted

to wliich the worst and most unscrupulous class of adventurers could

invent, to emich thenisc^lves and impoverish the people over whom
they were placed, by the most wicked and cruel system that human
ingenuity could devise. A glan(;e at the men whom Congress imposed
as governors of these States, illustrates the character of the whole
macjliinery and the materials of which it is com[)ose<l. The subordinates,

whose obscurity atforded them [)rotection, were, on an average, worse
than the governors, who, being more exjjosed to ])ublic gaze, had to

observe a certain decent respect i'or ])ublie. opinion which their inferiors

did not feel; the subordinates, therefore, indulged their lust for wealth
and power more unscrupulously than those who were governors dared
to do.

The ])ublic records of the country show that Governor Ilolden, ofNorth
Carolina, has been successfully impeached for high (primes and misde-
meanors, republicans uniting in so doing. Eee<l, of Florida, has just

been impeached by his own legislature. Eulloek lied from Georgia to

escape certain conviction. Smith, of Alabama, was guilty of issuing

at least $500,000 of the bonds of that State fraudulently to tlie managers
of the Alabama and Chattanooga Jvailroad. Erownlow, while in T(>n-

nessee, tyrannized over that peoi)lein the most shameless manner, being

equaled in that regard only by Davis, of Texas. Scott, of South Caro-
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lina, barely escaped impeachment even from liis corrupt legislature.

We will forbear iu this report from speaking- of the present status of
Warmoth, of Louisiana/, and Clayton, of Arkansas, as they are now
undergoing investigation before committees of the Senate and House.
Virginia escaped, and Mississippi elected one of her own large property
holders, which i^artially saved her.

With such leaders and such examples, it was inevitable that the sub-

ordinates would be corrupt. The fountains of justice were poisoned,
andthestreams were ofcourse imi^ure. Punishments for offenses, espe-

cially for bribery, corruption, or extortion, became impossible when nearly
all in authority were equally guilty. They agreed in one thing, and that
was to silence all complaints by professions of loyalty and devotion to the
party in power, and by denunciations loud and deep of those complain-
ing as rebels and traitors, who were persecuting them because of their

loyalty. For a time they succeeded, but the}" occasionally quarreled
over the division of the spoils, and then the facts would leak out, as
they are now doing iu Louisiana and South Carolina.

Truth is mighty, and j)ublic justice in the end certain. The mills of the
gods grind slowly, but they grind exceedingly fine. The water is being
turned on, hence the piteous howls for protection which these miscreants
are sending up from all quarters to the Government at Washington to

save them from the just condemnation which awaits them.
A substantial recapitulation of the debts and liabilities, actual and con-

tingent, of the several States as States, is perhaps necessary.

No idea can be given of the amount of their local burdens.

ALABAMA.

Debts and liabilities, July 1, 18G1 $5, 939, 654 87

Debts and liabilities, July 1, 1808 7, 004, 390 92
Present indebtedness, actual and contingent, including

railroad aid bonds 38, 381, 907 37

ARKANSAS.

Debt and liabilities in 1801, not exceeding $4, 030, 952 87
Debts and liabilities, actual and contingent, including

railroad and levee bonds, now 19, 701, 205 02

FLORIDA.

Debt in 1800 $221, 000 00
Debt in 1808, June 8 528, 850 95
Debt now, including railroad bonds, issued and author-

ized. 15, 703, 447 54

GEORGIA.

Debt and liabilities in 1800, about $3, 000, 000 00
Debt and liabilities, June, 1871, including railroad

bonds, issued and authorized. (See Mr. Angler's

statement) . 50, 137, 500 00

Kailroad bonds, with $0,000,000 having been deemed
fraudulent. (See Angler's report) 44, 137, 500 00
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LOUISIANA.

Debt and liabilities, January 1, 18G1 $10, 099, 074 34
Debt and liabilities, January 1, 18G8 14, 347, 051 62

Debt and liabilities, June 1, 1871 41, 194, 473 91

Excess of expenditures over receipts, 1871 9, 345, 733 00

NOETH CAROLINA.

Debts and liabilities, July, 1 861 $9, 699, 500 00

Debts and liabilities, July, 1868 15, 779, 945 00

Debts and liabilities now, (governor's message) 34, 887, 467 85

SOUTH CAROLINA.

Debt, 1861, about (exclusive of some $6,000,000, of

contingent and prospective liabilities, most of which
were settled in some way, not very clearly explained) . $4, 000, 000 00

Debt, 1871, including bonds to railroads and bonds in dis-

pute as fraudulent 29, 158, 914 47

MISSISSIPPI.

In 1860 she had no debt, but January 1, 1870, her State

debt was $1, 796, 971 30

TENNESSEE.

Debts and liabilities in October, 1861 $20, 105, 606 GG

Debts and liabilities in January, 1871 45, 688, 263 46

This has been reduced several millions since the democrats obtained

power. (See governor's message to the legislature, October, 1871.)

TEXAS.

Texas had no debt before the war.

The comptroller states it, November, 1871, at not less

than $3, 000, 000 00

Debts and liabilities, including railroad bonds, now.
(See proceedings of tax-payers' convention) 17, 000, 000 00

While the taxation imposed in 1S71 was, as stated by
the committee of that convention 5, 361, 000 CO

VIRGINIA.

Debt and liabilities in 1861 $31, 938, 144 51)

Debt and liabilities in 1871 47, 390, 839 9j

Gov. Walker, in his late message, shows that $1,610,324 22 has been
paid on the debt lately ; it is now $45,480,542 21.

The aggregate increase of the debts and liabilities of these several

States will be found greatly to exceed $200,000,000. The fact that, as

soon as any of these States escape from the clutches of these vultures,

they begin to reduce their debts and husband their resources, ouglit to

convince all men interested in the welfare and ])rosperity of the country

that a change of rulers is not only necessary but indispensable. Ten-

nessee has lately reduced her debt many millions. (Jeorgia lias already

stopped the payment of $6,000,000 of her I'raudulently issued bonds, and
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put her great railroads iu a sliape to bring some revenue. Even Blod-
gett, altliough he bad, in little over a year, stolen, in bis management ot

that road, at least $1,500,000, and bad obtained a report from the re-

publican majority of tbe Committee of Privileges and Elections of the
United States Senate, tbat be ougbt to be sworn in as Senator from
Georgia, bad to be given up, tbanks to tbe x>eople of Georgia, wbosc
prosecution of bim was so vigorous and well-sustained tbat be would
have been assuredly sent to tbe penitentiary instead of tbe Senate, or

taken out of it on a requisition, but for tbe pardon granted bim as tbe
last act of tbe last radical governor of Georgia.

Virginia last year paid $1,000,000 of ber indebtedness ; Alabama bas
stopped payment of tbe fraudalent bonds issued by ber late radical gov-
ernor ; in sbort, each State, as sbe falls into democratic bands, stops
plunder and curtails expenses.
We bave taken no notice of any part of tbe debt contracted during

tbe war. All indebtedness created in aid of tbe rebellion in any way
was repudiated, both in tbe constitutions wbicb were adopted by order
of Congress, and by tbe fourteentb amendment to tbe Constitution of tbe
United States; so tbat tbe i)resent enormous debt is in no way increased

by any burdens tbus im^iosed ; tbo creditors of tbe States lost all that;

it did not impoverish nor diminish the resources of the States as such.

Nor have we in the recapitulation above set forth taken any account of

tbe local taxation and personal plunder of tbat people, which was infi-

nitely worse and more onerous than all their public debt. The amount
of cotton alone which was illegally seized by i^retended and real agents
of the Eederal Government, and taken from the people of the South iu

palpable violation of law, as the Supreme Court bas declared, amounts
to not less than $200,000,000, while millions on millions have been
squandered by school and other boards, to whom it was paid by the
local tax-gatherers, and no report or account of which even appeared
on the books of the treasurer or any other State oflicer. Independent,
however, of all these, the local taxation, as exhibited, and tbe corrupt
manner in which it was squandered when collected, as shown by the
testimony, is absolutely appaUing.
This character of larceny committed in neighborhoods caused more

disturbances than all tbe wholesale plunder of the States; it came home
to every man's door ; it was seen and felt every day and every hour

;

it was a festering sore on the body politic ; and the offenders were some-
times i^retty roughly dealt with, while sometimes they professed to have
been "Ku-Kluxed" to hide their own villainy. We don't propose to

discuss that now, but will give an instance of each sort out of many that
might with equal propriety be selected to illustrate what we mean.
Mr. E. W. Seibels, of South Carolina, on pages 9G, 97, states these

cases

:

For instance, the three county commissioners in one district—in fact, that is an
almost universal thing—have raised money and appropriated it to their own i)urposes.
For instance, one of them has taken the poor-house himself

Qucslion. Taken the poor-house ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sir; taken it himself at $500. The poor-honse is let out by the county
commissioners to the lowest bidder; this one took it himself at $500, and then sub-let
it at $'/J00, and then gave an order for the payment of the money for both amounts.

Qmntion. Has he been dealt with ?

Answer. I should think he has.
Qucition. What county is he in ?

Ansnxr. In Newberry County.
Quc-'ition. Is that the reason given for inflicting punishment upon him ?

Ansiver. O, yes, sir; there is no doubt about that. He bought a horse and buggy,
and charged it to the poor-house, but it was found that the horse and buggy had never
been at the poor-house ; he used them himself.
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Question. Was be a "whito man or a colored iiian?

Answei: Ho was a colored luan. He bought all the goods and 8upj)lies for the poor-
house, and charged about three prices for them. •

Question. What Avasthe name of that county commissioner?
Answer. His uame was Young ; it was quite a noted case there ; it made a great deal

of fuss for a while. In nearly all the cases where parties have been visited by Ku-
Klux—well, I will venture to say, in every solitary case—when the thing is sifted

down to the truth, you Avill tind that politics has nothing to do with it ; it is because
the parties have been guilty of some outrage in some shape or form, either stealing or
misappropriating the public money, or guilty of some house-burning, or something of
that kind.

The otlier case is thus stated

:

For instance, there is the county treasurer of York County. A great deal of this Ku-
Klux is got up by the radical party themselves, str:uige as it may seem, but it is so.

We have every reason to believe that in several instances that has been the case, ju>t
as in the case I am going to tell you about. The county treasurer of York had collected

about §12,000, and I suppose he wanted the money. He did not know how to get it iu

a legitimate way, and he caused a raid to be made upon his office. That is, it is the
general belief now; I think evei'ybody believes that, both black and white. Some
parties came into his office one night and shot at him, so he says ; that is liis version

;

he jumped out of the window and run off, and they broke o])en his safe and stole all

his money. It has since turned out that they did not steal any money at all, and tliey

did not disturb a paper ; but he has the money himsell", and has tied the country, and
his bond is noAV being sued.

Question. Is he a wljito man?
Answer. No, sir. His father is a senator.

The census taken by the officers of the United States, while of course
it fails to obtain all the taxation imposed upon the counties, presents
the matter iu a sufficiently strong light to enable auy person to see
•what enormous local taxation these people are burdened with.

The table is as follows

:
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It will thus be seen—even by the foregoing imperfect statement, which
docs not approximate the amount of the ])resent local taxation, that

being in Mississippi alone $0,000,000 and in Texas nearly $0,000,000,

about equal to all set forth in the table—that while the assessed value

of the taxable propertv in the eleven States of the South has been re-

duced from 84,333,757,042 in ISOO to 82,020,440,971 in 1S70, being a loss

of 82,307,300,971, or over 8300,000,000 more than now renniins, the

State taxation an what those people now have was, in 1870, 812,813,015,

while it was $8,165,480 in 1800, when their aHairs were managed by their

own people; and the county taxation, in 1800, on all the i^roperty they
then owned, was only $3,115,184, while now, under carj)et-bag and negro
rule, it is $14,298,030, or 811,183,440 more on the remnant still in exist-

ence than it was on the whole property they owned when the war began.
In view of the enormous debt which we have shown has been wan-

tonly, corruptly, and fraudulently heaped upon a people as poor as the

census reports, taken by United States officials, show the people of the

South to be, with five-eighths of their property gone, and the taxation

on the remnant nearly fourfold as much as it was on the whole when
the affairs were honestly managed, is it to be expected that the people
of tliese States will have either love or respect for the men or the party
by whom they have been thus plundered!
Republican officials and Congressmen, as well as the press and poli-

ticians of that party, have tried to imi^ress upon the country how mag-
nanimous they have been to the peo])le of the South, how mercifully

they have treated them, and point with triumph to the fact that no men
were executed for any of the acts of war. We think no man can look

over the testimony taken before this committee without coming to the
conclusion that no people had ever been so mercilessly robbed and plun-

dered, so wantonly and causelessly humiliated and degraded, so reck-

lessly exposed to the rapacity and lust of the ignorant and vicious por-

tion of their own couuuunity and of the other States, as the people of

the South have been for the last six years.

History, till now, gives no account of a conqueror so cruel as to place
his vanquished foes under the dominion of their former slaves. That
icas reserved for the radical riders in this great Republic.

To-day, in South Carolina, Texas, and Arkansas, (and in 1800-'G8 it

was so in Tennessee and elsewhere,) the emancipated slave regiments
parade in State or Federal uniform, aruied cap-a-pie with the most ap-

proved weapons, paid for by taxation imposed on their former masters

;

while the white men are denied the right to bear arms or to organize,

even as militia, for the protection of their homes, their property, or the
persons of their wives and their children.

When the testimony taken before us is analyzed, and the ignorance
and degradation of the southern negro is understood; when, as General
Grant shows, in his report, in December, 1805, they believed that the
property of their former master of right belonged to them, and was not
entitled to any protection ; when, as all the testimonj' shows, the car-

pet-baggers. Bureau agents, and loyal-leaguers who went to these
States made the wrongs the negroes had suffered and the right they
had to take whatever they pleased of the property they had labored to

acquire for their masters the theme of their harangues; Avhen, in se-

cret, sworn organizations, hatred of the v.hite race at the South was
instilled into the minds of these ignorant people by every art and wile

that bad men could devise ; when the negroes were formed into military

organizations and the white peoi)le of these States were denied the use

of arms; when arson, rape, robbery, and murder were things of daily
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occnrrcncc ; vrhcn the great mass of the most intelligent •u-bitcs Tvcre

(lisfiaucliised and tlic ballot was put into the hands of the negro by the
Government at Washington ', when every }>romise made and every law
enacted was broken and disregarded by the Federal authorities when-
ever it suited their purpose to do so ; when even the courts were closed,

and the Federal oflicers, who were made by Congress absolute rulers

and dispensers of what they called justice, ignored, insulted, and tram-
pled upon the rights of the ostracized and disfranchised white man,
while the official pandered to the enfranchised negro, on whose vote he
relied to obtain a seat in Congress, or to be made governor or other high
othcial in the State over which he ruled ; in short, when that people saw
that they had no rights which were respected, no ])rotection from insult,

no security even for their wives and little ones, and that what little they
li«d saved from the ravages of war was being confiscated by taxation
and rendered valueless by the debts for which men Avho owned nothing
had pledged it, and saw that all their complaints and remonstrances,
however honestly and hnmbly presented to Congress, were either wholly
disregarded or regarded as evidence of a rebellious and unsubdued spirit,

many of them took the law into their own hands and did deeds of vio-

lence which we neither justify* nor excuse.

There is, however, this to say : that, situated and circumstanced as

they were, unable, as the evidence shows, to keep anything that could
be carried away, their hogs, sheep, poultry, corn, indeed every movable
thing being jireyed ui)on as though the owner had.no right or interest

in it, and when the guilty negro was arraigned, and his guilt proved,
the carpet-bag or military official who wanted his vote (which required
him to have his good will, else some other Bureau agent or other pan-
der would get it) either discharged him with little or no punishment,
or, if he was convicted, he was at once pardoned by the so-called gov-
ernors who had taught the negroes in their harangues that the property
was of right theirs, tljere v>'as-but little left for them except to stop these

things as best they could. All history shows that bad government will

make bad citizens, and when the corruptions, extortions, and villainy of

the governments Congress has set up and maintained over the Southern
States are thoroughly understood and made known, as we trust they
will be some day, the world will be amazed at the long sutt'ering and
endurance of that people.

AVe can understand how the political managers at Washington, who
are working for the interest of i^Tew England and the great protected
monopolists, should be willing to sacrifice the })eople ancl States of the

South in order to keep men in the Senate and lower House of Congress
who will ob<'3' their orders and legislate to ])ut money in their pockets,

no matter how nuich the people of the country may suffer. But we are,

and always have been, amazed at the course of the republican Eeprescut-
atives from the Western States.

By the robbery, oi)i>ression, and impoverishment of the southern peo-

ple, under the legislation of the last livc^ years, nine millions and a half

of peoi)le, who are the national customers of the West and the con-

sumers of its i)r()ducts, have been rend('re<l wholly unable to buy what
they really want and are almost compelled to have ; and the v.heat, corn,

horses, nudes, liogs, and other prodtu-ts oC the West, which the planter

of cotton, rice, sugar, tobacco, and other southern staples, needs and
would be willing to buy, if he could, cannot be sold, because all tlie

means of the purchaser liave been stolen or s(]uandered b}' a set of har-

pies at home, who are ready to pick u|> their carpet-bags and leave for

more favored regions as soon as the plunder is exhausted. Tlie markets
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of the Soutli are to-day almost as effectually closed np;ainst tlie products
of the West, by reason of the poverty aud destruction of Vae resources

of that people, as they would be if an embarjio vras laid on all commerce
between the sections. If the hundreds of millions of dollars, which we
have shown to have been seized and ai^propriated by these con^^ressional

emissaries in the South, had been saved, and applied as honest, prudent
men. striving to rebuild desolated homes aud retrieve ruined fortunes,

would have applied it, the States of the West and the Northwest, instead

of having their products rotting in their barns, would have had nine
millions of cash customers ready to buy all they could produce ; even
the negro then would have been a better, happier, richer, and more con-

tented man than he is. He has been ruined, simply tliat bad men might
make money and obtain power hy using him as a stepping-stone or a
lever. And what have the men of the West made in any other way bj'

the destruction of the South? Simply robbed themselves a second time
by excluding genuine Itepresentatives of the great agricultural States

—

which have a common interest with them, and of course would have
united in such legislation as would best promote the interest of their

people—from the Congress of the United States, and by substituting a
class of men who have no interest in the people and States they pretend
to represent, but came, with some honoral)le exceptions, pledged to sus-

tain and uphold all the great monopolies of the East at the expense of

the people of the West, thus doubly robbing the great agricultural re-

gions. We speak of the West more especially, but the whole country
feels the shock. The great commercial cities, New York for example,
see their commerce ruined by the poverty of those who ought to be, and
would be, if they had the means, their best customers.
The enormous oi)pressions, extortions, and the flagrant misrule of the

local governments set up and maintained over these people are not by
any means the only grievances which they have been compelled to sub-

rait to; even while the Federal (xovernment was administering their

affairs through direct agencies from Washington, they were oppressed
and plundered by the Freedmen's Bureau agencies, by the cotton

thieves, and the military, to an extent only exceeded by the carpet-bag
local goveniment which superseded them.

First, as to the Freedmen's Bureau and its operations. By this act,

lour millions of negroes became the pupils, wards, servitors, and pliant

tools of a political aud extremely i)artisan agency, inimical and deadly
hostile to the peace, order, and best interests of southern society. Un-
der the workings of the reconstruction and Freedmen's Bureau acts

the foundiitions of social and political order were uprooted and over-

turned ; the former master became the slave, and the former slave be-

came the master, the elector, the law-maker, aud the ostensible ruler.

The agents of the Freedmen's Bureau vrere, as we have shown before,

generally of a class of fanatics without character or responsibility, and
were selected as fit instruments to execute the partisan and unconstitu-
tioual behests of a most unscrupulous head. Thus, the negroes were
organized into secret political societies, known as Loyal Leagues, in

which organizations they were taught that their former owners were
their worst enemies, and that to act with them, politically or religiously,

would certainly result in their re-enslavement. A regulation of this

Bureau required all agreements for service between whites and blacks
to be signed and witnessed in the presence of, and left in the custody' of

the agent. It was a common jiractice, after a planter or farmer had
contracted in the required form with the freedmen for the year, had his

crops ijlanted and in process of cultivation, that his negro laborers
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would smldenly sfril-e for higher wages. Nothing but the intervention

of the Bureau agent coukl induce them to return, and that inducement

coukl oidy be etiected by the phinter or farmer paying to the agent
from ten to twenty doUars per liead. Tliis sum was simply a perquisite

of the agent, and when paid, the negro always returned to his labors,

though iu)t receiving a cent of additional compensation. It was fre-

quently the case that the same planter or farmer would have to compen-
sate the Bureau agent i'rom tico to three times diiriuf/ one year, or lose his

crops. This system of ingenious blackmailing produced no little irrita-

tion, and frequently total bankruptcy of the planter. These Bureau
agents had authority to order the arrest and imprisonment of any citi-

zen on the single statement of any vicious negro ;
and if any resistance

was made to the mandates of the Bureau agent, the post comnuindant,
or military governor, was always ready to enforce it with a file of bayo-

nets. Many of the agents of the Bureau were preachers, and had been
selected as being the most devout, zealous, and loyal of that religious

sect known as the Northern Methodist Church.
The negroes were told in the Leagues that, although they had been

married according to the plantation custom for forty or fifty years, as

frcedmen they must procure a license from the court and be remarried.

This injunction was most scrupulously obeyed, and by this means the

missionaries and preachers made large sums of money, which was thus

frequently extorted Irom old, poor, and ignorant negroes, who had
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

With the reconstruction and Freed men's Bureau acts in full force;

with time-honored charters and constitutions abolished, and neiv consti-

tutions framed by venal adventurers and illiterate negroes—instruments
in every respect re])ugnant and distasteful to the sentiment and wishes

of the white people owning the property and paying" the taxes; with
legislatures in some instances composed in part of pardoned felons and
penitentiary convicts enacting laws; the judiciary in the hands of

charlatans and bribe-takers; every olfice, from the highest to the low-

est, tilled with ignorance, vice, and unblushing corruption ; v.ith the

land swarming with libelers and malignnnt slanderers; the country

divided into military districts and garrisone*! vvitli troops, whose offi

cers were ever ready, at the slightest bidcUng, to annoy and oi)i)iess

an unarmed people, and with myriads of Tr(^asury agents and persons

with Government contracts seeking, or pretending to seek, for Confed-

erate States property, seizing everythnig. movable, like leather, rice,

sugar, cotton, and tobacco, with such a combination of concentrated

cruelties and unparalleled outrages, and without recourse or redress,

the people of the South were comi)elled to endure, until the peri)etra-

tors, surfeited with robberies and gorged with plunder, have, in many
instances, slunk from the sight of honest men.
As the last hoi)c of redress for such grievances the southern people

appealed to the Supreme Court of the IJnited States; but Congress, by
special enactment, ])rohibited that court from taking jurisdiction of

any case challenging the constitutionality of the reconstruction acts.

The evidence talcen before the committee in the last Congress in the

investigation as to General Howard slibws liow thc^ money obtained by
the Bureau, oi- such portions of it as tlie agents paid over, was mamiged.

Second, as to the cotton frauds. When the war ended there were
on hand in the South at least five millions of bales, woith, in Liver-

])Ool, five hundred millions of dt)llars. Of this five millions of bales,

the Confederate States owned a mere fraction, the bulk of v.iiich

was turned over to General E. It. S. Canby by General 1:^. Kirby
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Smitli May 24, 1805. The coufederate government bad cotton stoixxl

at Moutoomery, Alabama, and Cokimbus, Georgia, but it was all

burned—with other cotton, the projierty of private individuals—on the
approach of General Wilson's cavahy raid in the latter part of April,

1805. What became of this^ire millton halcs'of cotton? Who got it,

and where did it go? The Treasury Department lilled the entire South
with its agents, informers, and spies, in search of confederate cotton,

tobacco, &c. The Treasury Department had also given contracts to

numerous parties, Avho were to receive from a quarter to half of all con-

federate cotton discovered. These agents, spies, informers, and con-

tractors went to work and seized indiscriminately everybody's cotton.

They pretended iu all cases to have ])roof that what they seized was con-

federate cotton. Proofs piled mountain high rarely convinced them to

the contrary. But w^hen the proof of ownership w^as accompanied with
an ofler to surrender a part of the cotton for the return of the balance,
the proposition was always accepted. The owner of a hundred bales of

cotton on the lirst seizure would be tolled not less than ticcniy balcft, and
if the cotton was being moved from an interior place, it vras not infre-

quently the case that the owner would have to submit to a second and
often to a third, and fourth tolling before reaching market. Instances
are numerous in New Orleans and New York where cotton was seized
after it had reached those cities, by orders from tlie Treasury Depart-
ment, although the cotton thus seized had run the gauntlet of tolling

from the plantation to its place of destination. W^hen seized in the
large cities, enormous tolls were demanded either iu cotton or money.
But when terms were arranged by which the share demanded by the
ofQcial was given up, the proof of private ownership was always satis-

factory. The owyers of the cotton had no redress, and they were com-
pelled to either surrender a i)ait or the whole. A Treasury regulation
required all cottoji seized in the Atlantic and Gulf States to be shipped
to Simeon Draper, United States cotton agent in tlie city of New York

;

and cotton seized on the waters of the Upper Mississipi)i—North
Georgia and North xllabama—to be shipped to William P. Mellen,
United States cotton agent at Cincinnati. Much of the cotton seized
was found on jdantations before the ovrners could get hon)e after the
surrender of the southern armies. In such cases the agent making the
seizure, afler retaining from a quarter to a half \von\d shij) the bal-

ance to his supervising agent, and this supervising agent would levy his

eoutribution, when the remnant would be shipped either to Mellen at
Cincinnati, or Draper at New York. When the cotton reached Dra-
per or Mellen it was again manii)ulated, and when offered for sale, it

was always by samples ; and the samples were invariably greatly inferior

to the cotton represented. Such usually was the inferiority of tha sam-
ples exhibited (frequently grades representing a quality of cotton known
as low iniddlings) that the quality offered would only sell for ten or fif-
teen cents perpound, when in reality the cotton thus sold was worth in the
market from sixty cents to one dollar and ticenty centsper pound. The pur-
chasers on such occasions were always the special friends of Draper, as
well as i)artners in the swindle. . Bales of cotton weighing from live to
six hundred pounds, \\-ere always reduced by plucking from one to two
hundred pounds before being offered for sale. This was (;alled " iraste

cotton,''' and was carefully gathered up and sold as " trash'' to the east-

ern manufacturer. When the owners of cotton traced their i)roperty to
Draper, (if a thousand bales had been taken from them,) he would report
that of the thousand hales seized he had only received tico hundred

;

and that the " two hundred bales received icasof very inferior quality, and
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only sold for ten or fifteen cents per pounds and that transportation,

storage, and commissions were so and so, which left only a small sum in

his hands." Thus was cotton manipulated by Simeon Draper, United
States cotton agent at New York. When Draper became cotton

agent of the United States at New York, he was known to be a bank-
rupt. It is a well-known fact that he settled his debts and died leaving

property estimated at millions. Draper only did on a large scale what
was universally the practice of Treasury agents on a lesser scale.

A history and report of cotton transactions, in obedience to a resolu-

tion of Congress, was made by the Secretary of the Treasury February
19, 1867, and can be seen in Executive Document No. 97, House of Eep-
resentatives, Thirty-ninth Congress, second session. On page 10 of

this report Simeon Draper rei>orts that he received ninetyfive thousand

eight hundred and forty and a half hales.

This vast amount of cotton only net the Government about fifteen

millions of dollars, when it could have been sold in the city of New
York for fifty millions. According to a recent statement published in

the New York Journal of Commerce, on the ])rices of cotton from 1825 to

the 31st of December, 1871, the lowest and highest prices are given, in

the market of New York, for middling upland cotton, and the lowest

price in 18G5 was thirty-three cents, and the highest one dollar and
twenty-i ICO cents per pound. The cotton seized by General Slierman in

his Atlanta campaign, in 18G4, and sold in Cincinnati, net the Govern-
ment one ^?«?/orjjerj>o«/<«:7, which sum has been returned to claimants
proving loyalty, on judgn)ents had in the Court of Claims. Executive
document No. 113, House of Eepresentatives, Forty-first Congress,
third session, the Secretary* of the Treasury informs Congress that the
amount of cotton-money then on hand amounted to a fraction o\qy nine-

teen millions. The cotton seized at Savannah, Cliarleston, and Mobile
was sold for coin, and the i^remium on this coin, the Secretary says,

amounted to two millions and a half dollars, which has been "erroneously
covered into the Treasury J'' The twelfth section of the act of Congress
approved July 23, 18GG, authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Treas-

ury to '' refund any nu^ney " "erroneously received, and erroneously cov-

ered into the Treasury." This has been obeyed in but few cases, so far.

On the 10th of May, 18G5, the President of the United States issued a
proclamation declaring the vrar at an end; and the treaty of Washing-
ton recognized the 9tli of Ajnil, 18G5—the date of General Lee's sur-

render—as being the end of the war; and on the 29th of May, 18G5, the
President, by proclamation, directed the restoration of iniyata property,

except "as to slaves;" and on the 24th of June, 18G5, restored commercial
intercourse between the States; and on the 27th of June, 1SG5, the Sec-

retary of the Treasury, in obedience to the tilth section of the act of

Congress approved July 13, 18G1, issued a circular letter of instructions,

whicli Ibrbid Treasury agents to seize any cotton after the 30th day ot

June, 18G5.

In deiiance of the President's proclamations and Treasury instruc-

tions, Treasury agents continued to seize cotton as late as December,
1805. Although the Supreme Court of the United States, Chief

Justice delivering the oi)inion, in tlie case of McLcod vs. Callicott, de-

cided that any (-otton seized after the 30th of June, 18G5, wasuiiauthor-

ized and therefore illegal, and that the (claimants of cotton seized after

that date were entitled to recover from tli(^ United States what the cotton

was worth in the markets at the time of t!ie seizure, witn lawful interest

from date, these (;laims are generally unpaid.

Of the hve millions of bales of cotton in the Southern, States at the
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close of the war, in tlie spring of 18G5, the agents and Govenimeut of

tlie United States ai)i)ropriated not less than three imllion hales.

On the 30th of March, 1808, Congress passed a joint resolution cov-

ering into the Treasury the proceeds of all " captured and abandoned
proiierty ;" and when that resolution was passed the bauliiug firni of

Jay Cooke & Co. had twenty millions of the proceeds of cotton in their

possession, on which they had been banking for years. "Kings" are

BOW in existence in Washington City, as we are advised, to prevent
congressional legislation in behalf of impoverished cotton claimants,

and every device is resorted to to prevent the settlement of such claims

by the Government, with the hope of forcing the claimants to sell their

claims for some insignificant amount.
In coufirmation of the statements just made, we insert portions of a

communication from F. S. Lyon, esq., of Demopolis, Alabama, to Hon.
F. P. Blair, of the committee. Mr. Lyon is known to be one of the
most intelligent and respectable men iu the State ;

he was a witness
before the sub-committee that visited Ahibama, but we are deprived of

the nse of his testimony as taken, and therefore substitute this state-

ment:
Demopolis, Al.ujama, November —, 1871.

Dear Sir : As you aro a member of the joint committee of Congress appointed to

inquire into alleged disorders iu the South, I malce no apology for addressing yon.
After the armies of Generals Lee, Johnston, and Taylor had surrendered and dis-

banded. General Cauby issued a military order reqniring all persons who had sold cot-

ton to the Confederate States to surrender the same to the United States authorities,

under paiu of having their property confiscated to make good any failure to deliver.

From this commenced a struggle for the ])ossession of cotton which it would be diffi-

cult to describe, and, v/heu accurately described, liard to deliver. The countrj' was
suddenly filled with United States Treasury agents, or jiersons claiming to bo such,

some with and others without authority to take possession of cotton.

United States wagons, guarded by United States soldiers, roamed over the country
in the day-time, and sometimes iu the night-time, protecting Treasury agents, and
sometimes persons not Tr<>asury agents, in seizing cotton. Seizures were sometimes
made under the pretense of enforcing General Canby's order of confiscation, and some-
times cotton was seized which had never been bargained by the semblance of any legal

authority to the Confederate States. When such was the.fact and the most conclusive
proof was made to the chief cotton agent at Mobile, that officer would refuse to admit
or reject the claim, so that his decision might be revised at Washington, and the con-
sequence was that the owners of cotton had to submit to a compromise by giving up
part of the cotton, and neither that part nor its proceeds, in my judgment, ever found
a place in the books of the Treasury Department. It was seen from the character and
conduct of the agents and pretended agents engaged iu the busines thixt plunder, and
not the increase of funds in the public Treasury, was the object, and a scramble; for

the possession of cotton ensued in which others than cotton agents took part. The
consequence was that the cotton agents, or pretended agents, backed by the mili-

tary forces, obtained most of the plunder, but how much of what was obtained weut
into the Treasury I am not informed, but from circumstances suppose hardly one-tenth.

The Treasury Department, pending these scrambles, made an order allowing the hold-

ers of cotton bargained to the Confederate States one-fourth of it for safely keeping it

during the war and delivering it, but I have reason to believe, and do believe, that the
fact of this order was fraudulentlj^ withheld by ^le Treasury agent at Mobile, and that
instead of complying with it he gave his assistants the one-fourth of all the cotton

they obtained as compensation for their services. I have reliable information that
quite a young man, sent to this town as a cotton agent, who was without experience
in business and of but little bnsiness capacity, received for about one month's services

four hundred bales of cotton, Avorth fit the time at least §80,000.

Frequent changes were made in Treasury ageuts. As fast as one would fill his pock-
ets another would make his appearance equally hungry for money.
The same cotton was seized as often as two or three times. One agent would seize

and discharge it on proof; his successor would reseize it, and subject the owner to a
second trial, and sometimes a third agent would come in and seize it again.

There was at the close of the war a very large amount of cotton iu the country,

some of which had been bargained to the Confederate States, and a good deal had not.

In the scramble for it, the rights of very few were respect<jd; no distinction was made
between those who were regarded as rebels and those who were known to be Union
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meu. Two old citizens of this county, Mr. John Collins and Gains "Whitfield, wero
avowed Union men and opposed to the war, from the beginning to the cud of the con-
troversy, and no favor was shown them; their cotton -was seized and taken from them.
I will not fatigue you with a recital of individual cases of wrong and outrages grow-
ing out of cotton seizures.

At the close of tlic war the people were left in an impoverished condition. Their
Bupplies were pretty well exhausted; they had nothing left but the character thoy
had maintained, their lands, some stock, and the remnant of cotton saved from the
wreck of their fortunes. This cotton was subject to a discriminating ta^ of three cents

per pound, when other productions of the soil elsewhere were exempted, and the col-

lection of the tax enforced to the last pound.
Another outrage upon the rights of the people occurred here since the war, to which

I feel it my duty to refer. The congress of tiie Confederate States, while that power
existed, had imposed a tax in kind upon all provisions raised by planters and farmers

—

one-tenth of all grain, meat, &c. After the war the collection of this tax in kind was
enforced by Uuitcfl States military orders in this part of the country. The agent on
my plantation was notified by an officer that the tax in kind due from me to the extinct

Confederate States amounted to over one thousand bushels of corn, some two ban-els of

sirup, and iierhaps other small articles. These articles were demanded and paid. My
nearest neighbor informed me that Government wagons went to his corn-crib and took
what they regarded as his tax in kind, without even inviting liim to see his corn

measured. I heard of many other cases where this tax was demanded and c()llected,

and believe the amount collected in the country between this and Selma was quite

large.

While these things were going on. I represented what I considci'ed as an outrage

to Governor Parsons, then the provisional governor of the State, and urged him to

communicate the facts to the then commanding general at Montgomery. Governor
Parsons informed me he had comj)lied with my request; that the general stated the

collections wei'e without his orders; that he would immediately order such collec-

tions to cease, and require proper vouchers to be given to those whose property had
been taken ; but such an order fi'om the general was never made public, no vouchers
were given within my knowledge, and no steps taken to arrest the enforcement of a
confederate law which had died with the confederacy.

While on the subject of military government among us, allow mo to state to you a
few cases not calculated to inspire our people with affection for their rulers. At Eu-
taw, in the adjoining county of Greene, a difficulty occurred between two individuals,

one a carpet-bagger, the otlier a citizen, the latter charging the former with stealing

his father's wood. The occurrence took place in the day-time, on a public street in the

town. An attack was made by the citizen without the use of any weapon except the

fist ; a number of i>ersons rushed to the scene and some riotous demonstrations occurred

;

something was said about riding the assailed party on a rail, but no such thing was
done, and no blow struck (except by the party who brought on the controversy ; no
blood was drawn and no material damage done. For this offense some six or seven
young men of Eutaw were arrested by military order, carried to the then military jiost of

Selma, confined for a time in the guard-house, tried by eonrt-marti.al, convicted and sen-

tenced to confinement at hard labor at the Dry T<irtugas for periods varying from six

to two years. After conviction they were carried in chains and under military guard
by way'of Jackson, Misssissipi, New Orleans, and Pensacola, to the place of imprison-

ment. A Pens.ncola paper announced the fact that six Alabamians were seen on a ves-

sel which touched at that port, in chains or handcuflcd, under the guard of some sev-

enteen soldiers, on their way to the Dry Tortugas. Their friends were not permitted

to supidy theui with pocket-money when they left. After the confinement for some
time of these young men the public anthoriti(>s perhaps discovered that the punish-

ment inflicted was excessive and out of all i)n)por(i()n to the otteuso connintted, and
remitt(;d the sentence or pardoned the otbmse. The men were set at liberty at the Dry
Tortugas, where no transportation hgme Avas to be had except such as belonged to the

Govcnmumt. They were compelled to ship on a credit to a distant port, Galreston,

Texas, whence they could appeal to their friends for aid.

Another case of military outrage occurred in the arrest of Mr. Barker, a worthy and
industrious carriag(!-maker of Livingston, in Sumter County. Ho was arrested in his

own hous(', in the night-time, placed in iroiis and sent to Selma under a military guai'd,

and confined for a time in the nulitary prison, tlie officer making the arrest refusing, as

I was inforuKMl, to tell him or his friends the cause of arrest. In a short time he was
discharged without a trial, when tlu; fact was made pulilic that ho was arrested upon
the su[iposed informtition of a servant in his employment. The servant, upon being

examined, denied utterly having made any report or communication charging Barker

with any (•rime what(;ver.

Another tastt; we bad of military rule in time of peace grow out of the fact that tho

Episcopal Church edilicein this town was net on fire in the night time by United States

soldiers and destroyed, without cause or provocation. After the burning ot the church
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it was ascertaiued that a number of articles stolen from it were in the possession of
certain soldiers of a regiment stationed here. The fact was communicated to the col-

onel connnanding the regiment, and he was requested to cause the soldiers to be arrested

and the facts inquired into. This request was declined by the colonel, for the reason,

as it is said, that the men were dangerous, and might, if arrested, conuuit other ollenses.

While the regiment to which these men belongeil was stationed here, it was reported
that they threatened, when they left here, to burn the tov.n. To avoid this, a colonel

from another regiment came here, took command of it, placed sentinels around the
quarters, and marched the men off without.their knowing they were taking final leave.

Such was the report at the time, and to a Colonel Hunt, of the United States Armj-, we
ascribe the credit of saving the town from destruction in time of peace without cause or
provocation. About the same time, the town of Greensborough, in the adjoining county,
was fired in several places by United States soldiers, with the avowed purpose of de-

stroying the place.

Auotuer specimen of military government occurred .in the arrest and robbery of an
old gentleman in this neighborhood, Jlr. Hxitch, who is over seventy years of age. In
passing on a public street in this town, I saw a soldier stop Mr. Hatch. I approached
the parties, and was informed by Mr. II. that the soldier had arrested him. I inquired
of the soldier what charge existed against Mr. Hatch. He said he was not bound to
tell me. I asked him to show me his authority to make the arrest. He declined to do
this, but said he was ordered to carry Mr. Hatch to Selma, some fifty miles distant. I

called at once at tlie office of Colonel Bowycr, who commanded here, informed him of
the occurrence, and asked him to have the soldier and Mr. Hatch brought before him.
He did so. The .soldier stated to the Colonel ho proposed carrying Mr. Hatch to Selma
that day. Mr. Hatch oifered to give security for his appearance in Selma next daj", as
he wished to return home to see his family, some of whom were sick, before going to
Selma. The colonel advised the soldier to accede to this, which he did, and upon Mr.
Hatch's arrival in Selma in the evening he was arrested by a guard of soldiers, who
proposed to march him off to a dirty guard-house. He was told he could deposit .§500

as security for his appearance next morning. He made the deposit, took a receipt for

the same, and appeared next morning. He could hear of no charge against him, was
told he might go home, and that to return his .$500 required the order of the connnand-
ing general, who Avas absent, but that the order would bo made. From that day to

this Mr. Hatch has never received his $500, or any part of it. No one was arrested or
punished for the robbery, although the facts \^ ere well and generally known at tho
time.
Some of these things the people here regard as acts of war after peace, and others

they consider as robbery. Such acts ai'e not calculated to increase one's respect oi

attachment for the administration of military law.
Yours, »S:c.,

F. S. LYON.
Hon. F. r. Blah:,

Senate of the United States.

Mr. Alcliich, of South Carolina, (see p. 170,) also illustrates bow miii

tary justice was admiuistered. He says:

Question. When your people were being tried, and the offenses came before the
military tribunals, how was justice admiuistered there, and how were costs taxed
and collected, and what effect did that sort of admiuistratiou have upon your
people ?

Ansiver. Upon that point I am able to state very fully, because I ijracticed in those
courts. The rule for taxation of costs w;is a printed rule of the court ; but that rule
was construed by them and made to operate in this way : if the losing party was able
to pay the costs, why, they collected the costs out of him ; if he was not able to pay
them, then they collected the costs out of the other party.

By Mr. Yjc^ Trump :

Question. Tho whole costs ?

Answer. Yes, sir; and they were governed by no fixed rule whatever ; each case was
a law to itself on the subject of costs.

By Mr; Beck ;

Question. How did the costs compare with costs in other courts?
Answer. They were much greater than I ever heard before. For instance, I knew a

client of mine to pay $80 costs for a case of larceny.

By Mr. Vax Tp.ump :

Question. Was there any tax-bill ?

Answer. No, sir; they just handed out a bill of costs. It appeared to me that they
jnst sized a man's pile and took it all. If they thought he had a horse, they woula
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charge liim costs for $100 j if he had no horse, bat had a cow, they would charge
him $iJ5.

By Mr. Beck :

Qiicstion. If he brought a prosecution, and was successful, Avas he made to pay the
costs ?

Anstver, If the other party was not able to pay it. I defended a man charged with
larceny; he was acquitted, and he was made to pay a bill of costs for eighty-odd dol-

lars. He liad no money to pay it, and tliey sent the sergeant-at-arms out and seized

upon his horse that he had upon his place, so as to collect the amount.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. What rank did that military chief of the court hold in the Army?
Answer. The one in my county I think was a brevet major of volunteers and a lieu-

tenant in the Army.

By Mr. Beck :

Qiiesiion. Do you know how muck was collected from your ^leoiile, and how much was
reported to the Government ?

Answer. I do not know how much was collected. Those courts were self-sustaining;

the Army officers, of course, received their salaries, and the other officers received their

$3 a day ; and these costs were taxed for the purpose of sustaining the courts.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. Who were those other men?
Answer. Citizensof the county.
Question. White or black ?

Ansiar. White men, but generally of very low character.
Question. Had that court jurisdiction over a county ?

Answer. Over three counties.

Question. How often did it sit ?

Answer. Jt would sit every mouth, a week at a time, and try four or five cases a day.
Question. Was the effect of that sort of jurisdiction calculated to drive people away

from the courts ?

Answer. They would not go there, because they could not afford it; for if thej'' put
themselves in the power of the court they would be likely to bo wronged. As regards
the man to whom I referred who was tri(;d foi- larceny, he was acquitted, but came near
having the last horse he had, with which to make his living, sold to pay his costs.

Question. No matter what tlie otlense was, if tlie defendant was acquitted, and the
other party could not pay, he had to pay the costs'?

Answir. Yes, sir ; if I indicted a man for burglary or larceny, and he was found not
guilty, I had to pay the costs ; but if he was found guilty, I would have to pay the costs

if he could not do it.

Question. Did that have the effect of making people take the law in their own hands
more than they woidd otherwise have done1?

Answer. My clients have asked me what they had better do to redress their grievances.
I told them they had better go to the courts; and they tohl me tluit if I had no other
advice than that to give them, they would turn round and go home, as they had no
further use for nie.

We think, from tlie glimpse we have enabled Congress and the country
to obtain of the condition of the Southern States, there will be but little

difiiculty in understanding how Ku-Kluxism sprang up there. It was
the legitinuite offspring of misrule; it ibllows and disappears with its

parent. Uad men, learning the strengtli and power of secret and dis-

guised organization iVom the operations of Loyal Leagues and Ku-Jvlux
Klans, have, in regions where both have been abaiuloned for years,

when they were determined to commit outrages, assumed their

form and garb, and, under cover of darkness, by means of their secret

organizations and disguises, ha\e done deeds that demons would be
ashamed oi". These atrocities have not been conliiu-d to either political

organization, and liave very rarely had any {xditical significance. Thirst
for plund(;r ; the gratili<'ation of private revenge or of l)rutal passion ; the

jwotection of illicit distilleries, or the security from detection in often

extensive horse stealing operations, have been the most promiiuMit de-

velopments since the breaknig up of the organizations which existed



AFFAIRS IN TBE LATE INSIIERECTIONARY STA.TES. 449

prior to the general establishment of the forms, at least, of civil gov-
ernment, which took place in 18G8.

Perhaps the men who knew more about the formation of what has
come to be familiarly known as the Ku-Klnx organization than any
others were General IsT. B. Forrest, of Tennessee, and General John B.
Gordon, of Georgia, extracts from whose testimony we pro])ose to incor-

porate into this report, as illustrative of its origin, objects, and dissolu-

tion.

General Forrest, when examined, said

:

I say to yon, fraukly, that I tbiuk the organization did exist iu 1366 aud 1867.

Question. In -what portions of the country ?

Ansiver. I do not think it existed anywhere except in Middle Tennessee. There may
have been some iu a small i)ortion of West Tennessee; but if there was any, it was
very scattering.

Question. Under what name is it your belief it existed at that time?
Ansiver. Some called them Pale Faces ; some called them Ku-Klux. I believe they

were under two names.
Question. Had they an officer known as a commander ?

Anstver. I presume they did.

Question. Was their organization military in its character ?

Ansiver. No, sir; I think not.

Question. Were they subject to command and drill in any military form ?

Answer. They were like the Loyal Leagues, and met occasionally and dispersed again.
The Loyal Leagues existed about that thne, and I think this was a sort of otfset gotten
up against the Loyal Leagues. It was iu Tennessee at the time ; I do not think it was
general.

Question. Had it a political purpose then ?

Ansiver. I think it had not then ; it had no political purpose.
Question. You say it was organized like the Loyal Leagues, or iu opposition to them ?

Ariswcr. I think it was in opposition.

Question. Was the purpose of the Loyal Leagues political?

Answer. I do not presume it Avas; I do not know what it was-
Question. What did you uuderstand to be the purpose of the two organizations ?

Ansiver. I can tell you what I think the purpose of the organization that you first

spoke of was ; I think it was for self-protection.

Question. You mean now what is called Ku-Klux?
Answer. Yes, sir; I think that organization arose about the time the militia were

called out, and Governor Brownlow issued his proclamation stating that the troops
would not be injured for what they shoidd do to rebels; such a proclamation was is-

sued. There was a great deal of insecurity felt by the southern people. There were a
great many northern men coming down there, forming Leagues all over the country.
The negroes were holding night meetings ; w'ero going about ; Avere becoming very in-

solent; and the southern people all over tho State were very much alarmed. I thiuk
many of the organizations did not have any name

;
parties organized thcnnselves so as

to be ready in case they were attacked. Ladies were ravished by some of these ne-
groes, who were tried and put in the penitentiary, but were turned out in a few days
afterward. There was a great deal of insecurity in the countrj-, and I think this or-

ganization was got r;p to iirotect the weak, with no i)olitical intention at all.

Question. Do I understand you to say that the Loyal League organization iu Tennes-
see countenanced or promoted crimes of the kiud which you have mentioned ?

Ansiver. I do not know that they promoted them ; but those crimes were not pun-
ished; there was very little law then.

Question. Was this before tho organization of the State government, or did it con-
tinue afterward ?

Answer, Well, it continued so for a year afterward.
Question. How long, according to your information, did this Ku-Klux organization

exist?
Answer. I think it was disorganized in the early part of 1868.

Question. Did it continue until after the presidential election?
Answer. No, sir ; I think it was in the latter part of 1867, or the early part of 1863

,

I do not know the exact date.

Qiiestian. Where can we get the information as to the manner of its dissolution aud
tho time of it ?

Answer. I do not know where you can get it. I never got any positive intormation
except that it was generally understood that the organization was broken up.

Question. Who were understood to belong to it ?

Answei: Men of the Southern States, citizens.

29 KK
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Question. Did tlicy speak to jou -without Liesitatiou of tlie organization, as if it re-

quired no couccalmcnt ?

Ansive)'. No, sir ; tbej- did not.

Q'.iesiion. Did tlicy deny or admit its existence?
Answer. They did not do either ; they did not deny it or admit it. It was understood,

though, among tlie southern people, that this organization had disbanded about the
time of the uonunation of candidates for President of the United States.

Question. When they ])roceeded to carry out the objects of the organization, did they
do it in numbers, by riding in bands ?

Answer. I do not know ; I never saw tlie organization together in my life ; never saw
them out in any numbers, or anything of the kind.

Question. Were you trying to suppress the organization, or the outrages you speak of?

Aiisivcr. I was trying to suppress the outrages.
Question. Outrages committed by colored men ?

Ansiver. By all people; ray object was to keep peace.
Question. Did you want to suppress that organization?
Answer. Yes, sir ; I did suppress it.

Question. How?
Answer. Had it broken up and disbanded.
Question. What inlluence did you exert in disbanding it?

Answer. I talked with different peoi)le that I believed were connected with it, and
urged its disbaudment, that it should be broken np.

Question. In the light of that statement, is it not probable that this part of the ac-

count of the interview with you is correct ?

"Since its organization the Leagues have quit killing and murdering our people.

Thei'e were some foolish young men who put masks on their faces, and rode over tho
country, frightening negroes ; but orders have been issued to stop that, and it has
ceased."

Ansxoer. I never uttered such words ; I did not talk to that man twenty words.
Question. You say you were trying to stop the proceedings, and that they did stop.

Answer. Yes, sir; and I think they completely stopped. I do not hear of anything
of that kind now—of difficulties there—any more than I hear of them here. I think

that since 18()3 that organization has been disbanded. I do not think there has been
any organization together; if there has been, it has been by irresponsible iiarties,

without any organization at all.

Question. What was your understanding of that proclamation of Brownlow ? I have
fdrgotten all about it.

Answer. I have not read the proclamation since it first came out. I was very actively

engaged, and have been since that time, in trying to build railroads and establish facto-

ries and founderics in the country. I have been traveling and working all the time,

and 1 have not thought anything about tliese things. My recollection of his proclama-

tioH is, that the militia should not bo punished, or would not bo punisheil, for any
depredations they might commit upon rel)el8 ; that the people there would be treated

as rebels, &c.: intimating that if a man killed a man who had been in the southern

army, there would bo uotliing done with him.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. That proclamation was issued after tho close of the war ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; in 1860 or 16G7, I believe; about the time of this organization.

QueA'bvn. Do you not know the fact that these Leagues were orginized before tho Ku-
Klux was heard of?

Answer. I do )iot know whether it was or not ; but that was my understanding—that

this organization was organized after the proclamation and after those Leagues.

By Mr. Bi:CK :

Question. Wliat was the effect upon tho people of Tenncsfico as to their sense of secu-

rity of lii'c and property, and the safety of their wives and children, after that procla-

mation of Jirowiilow ; whatever may have been the lauguago of it, what impression

was produced u])on th'i people of Tennessee by it?

Ansner. it produced a great deal of fear and trepidation on tho part of the people;

they feared the militia would undertake to carry out the idea of the proclamation.

By Mr. Van Tisump :

Question. It was a kind of amnesty for any future depredations this militia might
commit.

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was tho intent of tho proclamation ; at least the southern
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people so looked upon it. If a man belonging to the militia should shoot you and me
down, if we were southern men, there would be nothing done to him.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. That was the impression made upon the people ?

Ansiva: Yes, sir ; and then the Loyal League comiug in about the same time, and
these rapes being committed, and the impudent colored people constantly toting about
arms, firing in the night-time, created a great deal of uneasiness in the thick neighbor-
hoods, where there were negroes ; but in the poorer neighborhoods I do not think that
insecurity was felt.

Qiiestion. Were the white people disarmed by Brownlow's orders, and forbidden, in

organized bodies, to carry arms ?

Answa: I tliiuk so ; 1 do not recollect now.
Question. Was that the fact ?

Answer. That was the understanding.
Question. Were the militia composed mostly of .colored men?
Answer. No, sir; not in that part of the State; I think that in the middle portion of

the State the most of them were white men, but I think some colored troops were out.

Question. That militia was organized under that proclamation, and substantially took
possession of the police of the country ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. While they were in power, was it the fact that there were cases of rape,

arson, house-breaking, and other crimes ?

Ansivcr. There were cases of that sort reported throughout the country; I do not
know to what extent; and there were cases where they were tried and put in the pen-
itentiary, and the governor pardoned them at once ; they were turned loose ; I merely
heard of one or two cases, but I do not recollect them now.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. Was not the very name of Brownlow at that time a terror to the peoxile of
Tennessee ?

Answer. It was ; they were very much frightened.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. So that his militia were not regarded as being put out in good faith for the
protection of the people, but to put down one party and elevate the other for his own
political aggrandizement.

Answer. That was the understanding, and a great many men had to fly the country
in East Tennessee ; and a great many have not gone back yet. A great many who had
been in the southern army were killed when they returned home by Union men. There
was more bitterness there than in any other part of the country.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. East Tennessee was Brownlow's residence before he was governor?
Anstoer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Y'^ou say that whatever organization of Ku-Klux, or anything else, took
place in the region of country with which you are familiar, it was gotten up, through
fear of depredations by the militia, and was the result of that state of things?

Answer: That is my understanding of it.

Question. And for the protection of themselves where the law was considered power-
less ?

Answer. According to my understanding, the organization was intended entirely as
a protection to the people, to enforce the laws, and protect thei)eople against outrages.

Question.. Without any regard to whether they were perpetrated by democrat* or
republicans ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I do not think that would make any difference ; that is, that is my
imijressiou, while I do not know that it is so ; that was the general understanding in the
community.

Question. So far as you had any understanding or information, was it to act upon
elections in any shape or form ?

Answer. No, sir; I never heard it said it was to have anything to do with elections.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. In Tennessee you did not care much about elections theH ?

Answer. A large portion of the people in the State were disfranchised, and they did
not attempt to make any effort to carry elections.
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General Gordon, when questioned on the same subject by the com-
mittee, said

:

Question. What do yovi know of any combinations in Georgia, known as Ku-Klux, or

by any other name, who have been violating law ?

Answer. I do not know anything abont any Ku-Klnx organization, as the papers talk

about it. I have nevei- heard of anything of that sort except in the papers and by
general report; but I do know that an organization did exist in Georgia at one time.

I know that in 1868—I think that was the time—I was approached and asked to attach

myself to a secret organization in Georgia. I was approached by some of the very

best citizens of the State—some of the most peaceable, law-abiding men, mtm of large

property, who had largo interests in the State. The object of this organization was
explained to me at the time by these parties ; and I want to say that I approved of

it most heartily. I would ajiprove again of a similar organization, under the same
state of circumstances.

Question. Tell us abont Avhat that organization was.
Ansice^: The organization was simply this—nothing more and nothing less: it was

an organization, a brotherhood of the property-holders, the peaceable, law-abiding citi-

zens of the State, for self-protection. The instinct of self-protection prompted that
organization ; the sense of insecurity and danger, particularly in those neighborhoods
where the negro population largelj^ predoniinated. The reasons which led to this organ-

ization were three or four. The first and main reason v.as the organization of the
Union League, as they called it, abont which we knew nothing more than this : that

tlie negroes would desert the plantations, and go off at night in large numbers ; and on
being asked where they had been, would reply, sometimes, " We have been to the
muster ;" sometimes, " We have been to the lodge ;" sometimes, " We have been to the
meeting." Those things were observed for a great length of time. We knevi^ that the
" carpet-baggers," as the x>eople of Georgia called these men who came from a distance

and had no interest at all with us ; why were unknown to us entirely : who from all wo
could learn about th^'Ui did not have any very exalted position at their homes—these

men were organizing the colored iieoplc. We knew that beyond all question. Wo
knew of certain instances where great crime had been committed ; where overseers had
been driven from plantations, and the negroes had asserted their right to hold the
property for their own benefit. Apiirehension took possession of the entire puWic
mind of the State. Men were in many instances afraid to go away from their homes
and leave their wives and children, for fear of outrage. Rapes were already
being committed in the country. There was this general organization of the
black race on the one hand, and an entire disorganization of the white race on the
other hand. We were afraid to have a public organization ; because we supposed it

would be construed at once, by the authorities at Washington, as an organization

antagonistic to the Government of the United States. It was therefore necessary, in

order to protect our families from outrage and preserve our own lives, to have some-
thing that we could regard as a brotherhood—a coniljination of the best men of the
country, to act purely in self-defense, to repel the attack in case wo shonld be attacked
by these people. That was the whole object of this organization. I never heard of any
disguises connected with it ; we had none, very certainly. TJiis organization, I think,

extended nearly all over tlio State. It was, as I say, an organization imrely for self-

defense. It had no moro i)olitics in it thnn the org;niizatiou of the Masons. I never
heard the idea of politics snggested in connection witli it.

Question. Did it have any antagonism toward either the State or the Federal Govern-
ment 1

Anvvcr. None on earth—not a particle. On the contrary, it was purely a pea(;o police

organization, and I do know of some instances where it did prevent bloodshed on a
largo scale. I know of one caso in Albany, Georgia, where, but for tb.e instrnnientality

of this organization, there would have been, beyond all doubt, a conflict, growing out
of a personal difficulty ))etwei!n ablackman and a white man. The two races gathered
on otich side, but this organization quelled the trouble easily and restor<"d peace, with-
out any violence to any1)ody, and without a jiarticle of diflkiilty Avitli eitiier the black
race or fhi; whit(^ They stoi»i)ed one just as nnich as they did thootiier. This society

>wfl8 purely a ]»olice orgaiiization to keej) the; peace, to prevent disturbances in our
State. That was the nioMve that actuated me in going into it, and that was the whole
object of the organization, as explained to mo by these persons who approached me.
1 approved of the object.

Question. You had no riding about at nights?
Answer. None on earth. I have no doubt that such things have occurred in Georgia.

It is notoriously stated—I have no personal knowledge of anything of the kind, but I

have reason to helieve it—that disguised ])arries hav(! (!oinnntted outrages in Georgia;
but we liave discovered in some cases that theso disguised parti(vs did not belong to

any particular paity. We have demonstrated that Iteyond all question in some cases,

by bringing to trial and conviction parties who belonged, for instance, to the radical
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party, "R'bo had in disguise committed outrages in the State. There is not a good man
in Georgia who does not deplore that thing just as mucli as any radical deplores it^

"When 1 use the term " radical," I do not mean to rcilect npon the republican party gen-
ei'alty ; hut in our State a republican is a very ditierent sort of a man from a re])ubli-

eau generally in the Northern States. In oiir State rei)ublicauism meaus nothing in

the world but creating disturbance, riot, and animosity, and hlehing and plundering.
That is what it meaus in our State—nothing else ; there is no yiolitics in it. In the
North the thing is very difierent. There men can differ in politics, and yet have the
kindliest relations ; in Georgia we cannot do it unless we are willing to countenance
all sorts of outrages upon our people. There are genteel republicans in Georghi, who
are just as safe as any one else; who travel all over the State ; who occupy high posi-

tions, and are never insulted in the street, the cars, or anywhere else. If there is any
organization in Georgia for the purpose of putting down republicanism there, why
does it not attack the leaders of that party"/ It strikes me as the very highest com-
mentary upon the law-abiding spiiit of the peo^ile of Georgia tjiat such men as I could
name—men in high position who have plundered our people by the million—still live

and are countenanced on the streets, have- no insults offered to them. The truth is

simply this : that individuals in Georgia of all parties and all colors have, I suppose,

committed outrage ; but such affairs have been purely personal, just as they are when
they occur anywhere else in the United States. I do not believe any more crimes have
been committed in Georgia than in any other community of the same number anywhere
else in the country. That is my honest conviction. I do not believe that any crime
has ever been connuitted by this organization of which I have spoken, and of which I

was a member. I believe it was purely a peace police—a law-abiding ceacern. That
was its whole object, and it never would have existed but for the apprehension in the
minds of our people of a conflict in which we would have had no sympathy and no
protection. We apprehended that the sympathy of the entire Government would be
against us ; and nothing in the world but the instinct of self-protection prompted
that organization. We felt that we must at any cost protect ourselves, our houies, our
wives and children from outrage. We would have preferred death rather than to have
submitted to Vv'hat we supposed was coming npon us. At this time I do not believe

any such organization exists, or has existed ibr a long time. 1 have not heard of it for

two years, 1 am certain.

Question. Why did it cease to exist ; why did it pass away ?

Ansiccr. Well, sir, it just dissolved because the courts became generally established;
and though the courts Avere in the hands of the opposite party, our people believed they
were trying to do justice; that a general protection was extended o\er us. Our people
thought we could get justice at the hands of these judges ; though they were of the
opposite party, and though negroes were on the juries, we were satisfied that in the
existing condition of things we were safe. Since Governor Bullock's election I have
not heard anything of tliat organization. I am not sure that it did not pass away with
his election. It certainly has not existed since witldn my knowledge; and I think I

would have known it if it had. I think that my position Avould have brought it to my
knowledge if anj^ such organization had existed for several years past. As I have
stated, tire only reason it has passed away is, I think, because the people felt safe.

Couiis were established and police regulations were generally instituted.

You must remember that we were in a state of anarchy there for a long time. We
had no law but drum-head courts-martial. Our people were entirely powerless to do
anything. We always felt that if the Federal troops were kept in our midst we would
be protected. I want to state that with great emphasis. Our people have alwaj'sfelt

that if the white troops of the Federal Army conhl have been stationed in our midst in

those negro belts we would have been safe. But the trooxis were perhaps two hundred
miles away ; and before they could have been T)rought to otir relief the whole neigh-
borhood might have been slaughtered. We then believed that such a thing might
occur on almost any night. Such was the condition of things in Georgia at that time.

I do not believe that it exists now, or has existed for two years. To my certiun knowl-
edge this organization never did exist as ax)olitical organization. I do not know what
may have been the case elsewhere; but very certainly there was no politics in this

thing in Georgia, so far as I had anything to do with it ; and I think that the organi-

zation was of the same character all over the State—probably over the South where-ver
it existed. We never called it Ku-Klux, and therefore I do not know anything about
Ku-Klux.

The statements of these gentlemen are so full and explicit that cora-

meut would only \Yeaken their force. The evidence taken before the

committee fully sustains them as to the other States relative to which
evidence was heard, and it is only necessary to turn to the records ;uid

ofQcial documents of the State of Tennessee to show that all General

Forrest said about the alarm which prevailed in Tennessee during the
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aclmmistration of Governor Brownlow was strictly true. No State was
ever reduced to such humiliation and degradation as that unhappy
commonwealth during the years Brownlow ruled over her. Her consti-

tution was imposed upou her by a fraction of her people and the people
of other States ; her legislature, under the dictation of her governor,
as early as 1805 began a series of acts of outhiwry and oppression
which drove her people almost to desi)eration ; whatever was necessary
to maintain in power the men who had seized the reins of government
was ordered and executed with a high hand, and, when necessary, at •

the point of the bayonet.
An act restricting suffrage was passed, which disfranchised three-

fourths of the natii^e population of Middle and West Tennessee 5 com-
missioners of registration were appointed and removed at the caprice
of the governor ; votes of counties by the dozen were rejected when
they did not vote as ordered; acts ratifying tLe illegal edicts of the
governor were passed by an obsequious legislature ; the men who de-

cided who should and who should not vote, who controlled the registra-

tion and elections, were the tools of the governor, when he was himself
a candidate.
The sedition law was revived, freedom of speech and of the press was

overthrown, and a militia force was organized, which was responsible
to the governor alone, composed principally of ignorant and debased
men, under the lead of the most unscrupulous partisans, of course.

The rulers and their adherents were loud in their professions of loyalty,

which simply meant there, as everywhere else, subserviency to the dom-
inant party. Everybody was loyal who voted for and maintained
Brownlow and his friends, and everybody was disloyal who dared to

oppose them. But we prefer to set forth extracts from the records

and olEcial papers, and leave Congress and the country to see whether
or not there were reasonable grounds for the apprehensions which
General Forrest says prevailed all over the State, and whether such a
state of things would not naturally produce the counter-organizations

of which he si^eaks.

Many of them are set forth in the contested election cases of Thomas
vs. Arnell, Mis. Doc. Xo. 72, second session Thirty-niiith Congress, and
in that of Sheafe vs. Tillman, Mis. Doc. No. 53, second session Forty-

first Congress.
On the od of June, 18G5, the sedition law was revived, it being deemed

unsafe to allow men to tell how the party in power obtained and used

it. Gentlemen who have read of the ettect produced by the old law will

readily comprehend how the people of Tennessee felt when it was im-

posed on them. As it is to be ho])ed that it will be the last specimen
of that sort of legislation, we will set it forth here. The law is as

follows

:

Chapter XV.

—

Tliirty-fourlh general asscmhiij of Tennessee.

AN ACT to repe-il an act passed on tlio ]!)th day of JIarcli, 16C0, to repeal section 4766 of tbe code, nnd
to ic-cnact section 4706 of tlic code.

Section 1. Be it enacted &»/ the (jenrral anwrnhlij of the State of Tennessee, That who-
ever fshjill 1)0 guilty of ii(tcrin<; scMlilious Avoid.s or s))i'('cbt's, Hproadiiij; abroad false

iio\v8, writin.ijj or diispor.sing Kcurrilons liix'l.s against th*; >Statc or Geucral Govcriiuicnt,

distinbiiig or o))8tnicting any luwlul oOicer iu executing his otlice, or of instigating

others to cabal and meet together to contrive, invent, suggest, or incite rebellious cou-

Bpiraciefl, riots, or any manner of nnlawlul feud or dilferonees, thereby to stir people
up maliciously to co/)tiive the ruin ;ind d(>strn(f ion of the ])eace, safety, and order of
the government, or shall knowingly conceal such evil practice, shall be punished by
iine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the (!Ourt and jury trying tlie case; and
may bo comiielled to give good aud sufficient sureties for his or her good behavior dur-
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ing the court's pleasnre, and shall bo incapable of bearing any office of hon(%, trust, or
profit in the State government for the space of three years.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the judges to give this act
in charge to the grand jury, and no prosecutor shall be requii-ed to an indictment under
this act.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That this act shall t-ake effect from and after its j)assage.

Passed June '6, 1865.

WILLIAM HEISKELL,
Spealer of the House.

JAMES R. RODGERS,
Spealccr of the Senate.

Emerson Etberidge, having ventnred to speak disrespectfully con-

cerning the "lo^-al " government of Tennessee, was arraigned before a
military commission, on charges set forth on pag«*s 24 and 2.5 of the
document referred to of Thomas vs. Arnell. We cite charge 1 as a
specimen of the way men were then treated.

[General Orders No. 34.]

HejUjquaeters Military Divisiox of the Tennessee,
Nashville, Tennessee, Novembei- 6, 1865.

I. Before a military commission, convened at Columbus, Kentucky, in pursuance of
Special Orders No. 91, paragraph III, from these headquarters, dated Nashville, Ten-
nessee, September 26, 1865, and of which Brevet Colonel N. A. Dudley, United States
Army, is president, was arraigned and tried Emerson Etheridge, citizen of Tennessee.
Charge 1. Encouraging resistance to the enforcement of the laws.
Specification 1. In this, that on or about the 1st day of July, 1865, at the town of Dres-

den, Weakley County, Tennessee, Emerson Etheridge, citizen of the State of Tennessee,
was present at a public assembly, and acted and united with other disloyal men iu
publishing and adopting the following treasonable and incendiary resolutions, to wit:
''And whereas during the early part of the jiresent year 1865, a few desperate political

and jiecuniary adventurers," (meaning thereby the loyal and lawfully constituted con-
stitutional convention of the State of Tennessee,) " assembled mainly from the military
camps in and out of the State of Tennessee, met in the city of Nashville, and inside the
fortificatious which had been erected by the Federal Government professedly for the
purpose of maintaining and enforcing the laws ; and whereas said persons, so assem-
bled, fraudulentlj', and Avithout the knowledge or consent of ninetcen-twentieths of the
people of said State, then and there proceeded to subvert and abolish the most impor-
tant provisions of the constitution of said State, (including the main provisions of tho
bill of rights, which are excepted out of the general powers of government;) and
whereas William G. Brownlow, since that time, has usurped the ollfice of the governor
of said State, and certain other persons have usurped the places of senators and repre-
sentatives in the legislature, and claiming to be the general a^ssembly of said State,
have declared themselves ' a permanent body until October, 1867,' although the consti-

tution and laws of said State, iu full force ibr more than thirty years, provide for an
election for a governor and a legislature the first Thursday in August, 1865 ; and
whereas said legislature have iiromulgated certaiu illegal, unconstitutional, revolu-
tionary, and despotic decrees, in the form of statutory laws, and its members are now
boasting that they can successfully invoke the military power of the United States to
enforce these pretended laws upon the loyal people of the State, without their consent,
in opposition to their wishes, and in palpable violation of the laws of the United States
and of the State of Tennessee, therefore

^'Resolved, That the persons composing said self-constituted convention and legisla-

ture, and said Brownlow, in the judgment of the Union men composing this meeting,
are scarcely less treasonable, revolutionary, and lawless than were the original authois
and instigators of the rebellion ; and that should the Federal Government use the Army
placed under its control for the sole purpose of suppressing the rebellion in aid of the
scheme of these usurpers, Avho have thus attempted the overthrow of the constitution
and laws of the State, then, and in that event, the Federal Government will have met
a bold rebellion by a cowardly usurpation, and will have sanctified the treason of the
rebels by the dastardly despotism inaugurated by itself."

The said Emerson Etheridge and his disloyal associates thereby endeavoring to bring
reproach upon the State and National Government, to create among the people a rebel-

lious and revolutionary spirit, and to incite them to armed resistance to the enforce-

ment of the laws.
Specification 2. In this, that at the time and place herein below Avritten, Emerson

Etlieridge, a citizen of tlie State of Tennessee, did write and forward a communicatioa.
of which the following is an extract, to wit

:
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" Dri:sden, Tennessee, June 27, 1865.

"These tbings alone (law, order, &c., &c.) can bring us an old-fashioned Fourth of

July; and ^heu that period does come, we will, I am sure, be much happier than we
now arc, Avith no law but force, and no semblance of civil government, State or Federal,

but usuriiatiou enforced by the bayonets of negroes.
" Very truly, yours,

"EMERSON ETHERIDGE.
"ToF. Hale, Esq., Union City."

On the 5tli of Jnue, 1865, an act to limit the franchise was passed by
the Tennessee legislature, which was, by subsequent acts, made even
more stringent and exclusive. The first and third sections of it will

enable Congress and the country to comprehend the character of legis-

lation resorted to

:

Sec. 1. Be it enacted hy the general assemUy of tlie State of Tennessee, That the foUowing
persons, to wit

:

1. Every v\'hite man twenty-one years of age, a citizen of the United States, and
a citizen of the' county wherein he uuiy offer his vote six months next preceding

the day of election, and publicly known to have entertained unconditional Union sen-

timents from the outbreak of the rebellion until the present time ; and
2. Every white man, a citizen of the United States, and a citizen of the county

wherein he may offer his vote six months next preceding the day of election, having
aiTivcd at the age of twenty-one years since March 4, lb65, in-oviiJcd he has not been
engaged in armed i-ebelliou against the authority of the United States, voluutai'ily;

and
3. Every white man of lawful age, ccmiing from another State, and being a citizen of

the United States, on proof of loyalty to the United States, and being a citizen of the
county wherein he may offer his vote six mouths next iireceding the day of election;

and
4. Every white man, a citizen of the United States, and a citizen of this State, who

has served as a soldier in the Army of the United States, and has been or may bo here-

after honorably discharged therefrom ; and
5. Every white man of lawful age, a citizen of the United States, and a citizen of the

county wherein he may offer his vote six mouths next preceding the day of election,

who was conscripted by force into the so-called confederate aj-niy, and was known to

be a Union man, on proof of loyalty to the United States, established by the testimony

of two voters under the previous clauses of this section ; and
6. Every white man who voted in this State at the presidential election in Novem-

ber, 18G4, or voted on the 22d February, 18G5, or voted on the 4th March, 18G5, in this

State, and all others who had taken " the oath of allegiance." to the United States, may
be known by the judges of election to have been true iViends to the Government of the

United States, and would have voted in said previously-mentioned elections if the same
had been holden within their reach, shall be entitled to the privileges of the elective

fraachise.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That all other per-sons, cxce]it those mentioned in section

one of this act, are hereby and henceforth excluded and denied the exercise of the

privilege of the elective franchise in this State for the term of five years from and after

the passage of this act.

The managers thought they could surely retain power under such
sweeping disfranchisements as that act containcMl, but-soon found they

were so odious that even that would not save them. Accordingly, on
the 10th of Jvdy, 18G5, the governor issued a proclamation, which closes

thus

:

And I do proclaim that no person is entitled to vote at any election by the people of

this State unless ho shall first actually prove by testimony, under oath, that he comes
within the provisions of the lirst section of said law, and shall obtain a ccrtilicatc of
registration as ])rescril)ed in said law, upon such proof in fact made; and that tlio

votes of all persons and all cotintics, contrary to the strict iirovisions of this law, Avill

bo thrown out, and will not be taken into account in the oflice of the .secretary of state.

And I do further luoclaim that said law lequires tlnit every candidate for office shall

take tlio oath prescribed by the seventh section of said act ; and no person is or can bo

a candidate until he shall have properly taken iind subscribed said oath ; and I do de-

clare that any person prettrndiug to be a candidate for Congress, or other oflice, v.-ho

shall fail to take and subscribe said oath, and fdo the same^in the ofQco of the secre-
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tary of state, on or before the third day of August next, will not he treated as a candi-

date, and all votes for sncli person will not be taken iiito account.
And I call upon the civil authorities throughout the State to arrest and bring to

justice all persons who, under pretense of being candidates for Congress, or other olMce,

are traveling over the State denouncing and nullifying the constitution and laws of
the laud, and spreading sedition and a spirit of rebellion.

I also command all clerks of the county courts and judges of elections faithfully and
strictly to perform and not evade the responsible trust confided to them by said law

;

and I solcmidy warn them that they will be held to a strict account for any failure in

this respect.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and caused the great seal

of the State to be affixed, at the department in Nashville, this 10th day of July, A. D.
18(55.

[SEAL.] WILLIAM G. BROWNLOW.
By the governor

:

A. J. FLETCHER,
» Sca-eiary of State.

Two days afterward he issued an address to the people, threatening

them with the military if they did not comply with his construction of

the law. The election was held in August. Enough men had been
allowed to register to thwart his plans, and he threw out the entire vote
of twenty-eight counties, as shown by his message to the legislature of

November 25, 1865^ a portion of which reads as follows:

Believing that an applicant for registration must either be known to have been a
man of publicly known Union sentiments, at all times, or uuist produce proof under
oath that he comes within the provisions of the law, I have, in the application of this

construction, "thrown out, and not taken into account," the votes cast in the following
counties as illegally registered, viz : Hawkins, McMinn, Monroe, ileigs, Grundy, Van
Buren, White, Putnam, Jackson, Macon, Coffee, Franklin, Marshall, Benton, Williamson,
Davidson, Sunmer, Robertson, Cheatham, Maury, Humphreys, Montgomery, Stewart,
Lawrence, Gibson, Weakley, Madison, and Lauderdale.

The entire vote of the State is 61,783 ; omitting the vote illegally registered, it is

reduced to .39,.509. But I must repeat that there can be no doubt but a large portion
of the voters in the counties I have been constrained to reject, were justly entitled to
certificates if the law had been complied with. I sincerely regret that loj'al men
should be deprived of their votes by the fault or mistake of others.

Eegistrars were removed ; registration set aside ; counties put under
martial law ; the negro militia put over the people whenever it was
necessary to maintain power

; the legislature would legalize the acts of
the governor whenever it was necessary- to do so, until even the men
who had started out with the governor and his colleagues could not
keep i^ace with them, and had to abandon the field.

For a time the right of the negro to vote was strenuously denied by
the governor and his friends, but when it was found that their white
supporters were dropping oft' they changed their tactics. If gentlemen
will turn to the Annual Cyclopedia for lS05-'06-'G7-'68, they will find

a true bat melancholy picture of the progress of radicalism in Tennessee.
In the volume foi- 1800 this statement is made

:

A bill was introduced in the house to repeal the franchise law and giVe suffrage to
the negroes ; in other words, to couple universal suffrage and universal amnesty in one
act. This was laid on the table hy a vote of 39 to 29. At a subsequent session the
governor sent a special message to the legislature, iu which he again called attention
to the negro-suffrage question. He said :

" I must, therefore, be permitted to express
the hope that this general assembly will not cease its present session without the jias-

sage of the bill granting suffrage to all loyal males properly qualified by age and citi-

zenshii). 'Onward' is the Avatchword which shields and inspires two coutiuents! Now
is the time for Tennessee to show to the world that she belongs to the advance-guard
on the great question of equal suffrage! With the loyal men of the State allowed to
vote, the government thereof will remain in loyal hands. Without their votes, the
State will pass into disloyal hands, and a reign of teiTor not so easily described as
realized will result."
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[From the American Aunual Cyclopedia for 18G8, page 721.]

Tekkessee.—This State continued tbronghont the year to be the most diecordant
one in the Union. The legislature Avas unanimously republican in both branches, and
the governor was one of the extreme representatives of the same party. The great
source of irritation and of the consequent troubles and disorders has been the disfran-

chisement of a large majority of the white citizens for participation in the cause of the
southern confederacy in the late civil war..

The question of organizing a militia, to be at the command of the governor, " to

suppress insurrection and enforce the laws of the State," came nj) most proi^iiuently,

and, in the house, was referred to a military committee, who reported a bill giving the
governor authority to arm and equip as many regiments as he saw fit. Petitions against
the passage of this bill poured in from all quarters, and several members entered a pro-

test against it, but it passed the house without modification, and went to the senate,

where it met with more determined opposition. After much discussion, the senate
re-enacted the law of 1867, establishing a "State Guard," as a substitute for the house
bill. This the lower house would not concur in, and the original bill was finally agreed
upon, with some changes. The law authorizes the governor to organize, equip, and
call into active service a volunteer force, to be known as the " Tennessee State Guards,"
to be composed of "loyal men, who shall take and subscribe an oath to support the
Constitution of the United States and the constitution of the State of Tennessee."

The militia, under such control, spread terror over the State of Ten-
nessee. Men felt that they had no security for life, liberty, or property

;

disfranchised and unrepresented, persecuted if they dared even to com-
plain, they resorted for j)rotection to secret organizations, such as

General Forrest describes. We might show the flagrant outrages per-

I)etrated in the impeachment of Judge Frazier because he dared, iu

obedience to his sworn duty, to issue the writ of habeas corpus on the
petition of a citizen ; how polls were closed in Nashville and elsewhere;

how the most shameless and unblushing acts of tyranny were perpe-

trated by the governor ; and we propose to give a few extracts from
the testimony of one or two of the leading witnesses in the case of

Sheafe rs. Tillman, to prove our assertions. Before doing so, how-
ever, we will lay before Congress and the country the proclamations
and orders of the governor, declaring martial law, closing the courts,

depriving the citizens of the counties named of all protection for life,

liberty, and property, except such as his militia might give. Their
treatment of the people was generally such as is illustrated in the fable

of the W'Olf and the lamb, ordinarily on equally frivolous pretexts.

It must not be forgotten that the declaration of martial law was after

Governor Brownlow had received assurances from the Government at

Washington that the military arm of the United States would sustain

the civil authorities of the State to any extent required iu the preser-

vation of peace and order. But that did not suit the governor, llis

East Tennessee militia and the negroes were more reliable for the pur-

poses of the radical party; hence the proclamations and orders we now
X)ropose to set forth, without further comment, followed

:

Executive Depaktsient,

« yashvlUe, Tennessee, /September 10, 1868.

I, William G. Brownlow, governor of the State of Tennessee, in pursuance of the

Xirovisions of the act of the general assembly of the State of Ttmntissee, do call upon
the good people, white and colored, of every county in the State, to proceed without
delay to raise companies of loyal and able-bodied men, and report the? same to me at

Nashville. Whctiier any of the companies, white or colored, so eailcd. will Ix; actually

called into the service lind field, will depend entirely u\Hn\ the conduct of the i>coplo

themselves in the several counties. I earncistly hope that there will be no occasion to

call out these trooi)s, but that the elforts of all the citizens to preserve and maintain
the peace will succeed, and thus obviate the Jiecessity of this stern resort, but if, iin-

happily, better counscsl do not prevail, and order is not restored, and I am compelled to

I)ut down armed marauders liy force, 1 pro])ose to meet them with such numbers and
in such a mannei- as the exigency may demand, whatever may be the consequences

I will not be deterred from the discharge of my duty herein by threats of violence
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from rebel speakers or rebel newspapers, nor by any other means of intimidation.
When companies are made up and reported to me, and I am compelled by outrageous
exhibitions of criminal lawlessness, as be,fore recited, to put them into the iield a single
company, and I earnestlj- invoke the co-opei'atiou of all citizens of the State to

eudea\'ur to maintain the laws and preserve order without military force. Claiming
the right to select and conmiission the otticers of the State militia, I will say, once for

all, to gentlemen who undertake to make up companies, that if their commands are
received by me, and they themselves are commissioned, I must have satisfactory

evidence . that they are thoroughly competent. The companies proposed to be
raised shall be iuiautry, and shall consist of not less than eighty nor more than one
hundred efi'ecti ve men to eacli company. Those desiring to form companies can proceed
at once to do so, under the waiTant of this proclamation, without other or further cor-

reapondence with me on the subject.

Aware that a pretext will be eagerly sought by the rebels, who are bitterly hostile to
the elevation of the colored man, to precipitate a war of races, and desiring to avoid
all occasions for such a pretext, and not at all as doubting the courage or soldierly

qualities and abilities of the colored, man, I shall tirst call into the field only white
troops, holding the colored companies, when organized, as a reserved corps, to be called

out, if it should be found necessary, to suppress insurrection. If the two should be
found unequal to the work, I will call on tJie United States Government to assist me,
until armed resistance against the State authorities shall be entirely overthrown.

Since writing the foregoing, a committee from the legislature of Tennessee has
arrived at Washington, and held a conference with the President of the United States,

the result of which is as follows

:

" Washington, Scpteinher 12, 1S68.
'• To His Excellency, Williayn G. BrownJow

:

•' Our mission is accomplished. The President willsu.stain the civil authorities. Orders
have been issued to the department commanders to sustain and aid the civil authorities,

and sufficient force will be furnished to accomplish such a purpose.
"W. H. WISNER,
"T. A. HAMILTON,
"J. H. AGEE,

' Committee."

Should the dejjartment commander be furnished sufficient force to keep order, I will

cheerfully co-operate with him, .and, in that event, the State Guards may nAbe called

into service. I again express the hope, most sincerely, that neither the United States

troops nor the State Guards may be called into actual service ; still, I deem it my duty,
under the foregoing act of the general assembly, to go on and organize companies and
regiments, and to be in readiness for any emergency that may arise. Inasmuch as I

prefer that, these troops be raised in East Tennessee, no limit to the number of com-
panies shall be required from any one county.
In testimony whereof I sign the same this 16th day of September, A. D. 1868, and

direct that all the journals of the State, authorized to publish legal advertisements,
shall give this proclamation one insertion.

WILLIAM G. BROWNLOW,
Governor of I'vnnessee.

Across the face of the proclamation-book iu the executive office

is written

:

This proclamation appeared in the Knoxville Whig, but was never sent to my office

for the great seal, nor was it ever countersigned by me. The original is not on file in
my office. Its authenticity is not officially i)roven to my office. It cannot therefore be
certified as authentic. No mere newspaper proclamation will be- received in this office.

A. J. FLETCHER,
Secretary of State.

PROCLAJMATION.

ExEcuTi\'E Office,
Nashville, Tennessee, Octohcr 19, 1868.

Whereas by an act of the general assembly of the State of Tennessee, entitled "An
act to legalize the acts of the governor," pas>9ed February 26, 1868, it is made the duty of
the governor, when frauds and irregularities have intervened to the registration of any
county, to set aside said part or whole of said registration by proclamation ; and whereas
it has been made known to me that frauds and irregularities have occurred in the regis-

tration of the county of Lincoln : now, therefore, I, AVilliam G. Browulow, governor
of the State of Tennessee, ])y virtue of the authority in me vested, and in the discharge
of the duty imposed upon me by the first section of the aforesaid act of the general
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assembly, do hereby set aside and declare null and void all that part of the registration

o£ our county of Lincoln made by A. H. Russell, late registration commissioner.
In testimony whereof I, William G. Brownlow, governor as aforesaid, have here-

unto set my hand and caused the great seal of the State to be affixed, at the depart-
ment in Nashville, on this lUth dav of October, 18G8.

[SEAL.]
"

W. G. BROWNLOW.
By the governor

:

A. J. Flktcher, Secretary of State.

i

I

PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR.

Whereas there arc now sixteen hundred State Guards at Nashville, armed and equipped,
under the command of General Joseph A. Cooper; and whereas these troops are in-

tended to preserve the peace and enforce the laws in counties heretofore partiaUy
in rebellion.

Now, therefore, I, William G. Brownlow, governor of the State of Tennessee, do
hereby proclaim martial law in and over the Ibllowing-naraed counties, to wit: Over-
ton. Jackson, Maury, Giles, Marshall, Lawrence, Gibson, Madison, and Haywood.

Ajid I further direct that General Cooper distribute these troojjs at once, and continue
them in service until we have unmistakable evidence of the purpose of all parties to

keep the peace.

It is further ordered in this iiroclamation that the general in command shall enforce
the most rigid discipline among his troops, requiring them in every particular to con-
form to strict military discipline, showing no quarters to either officers or privates
who shall be found guilty of habitual drunkenness.

In testimony Avhereof I have caused the great seal of the State to be attached here-

unto, this 20th day of February, 18G9; and I order that the same be inserted three

times in each of the newsjiapers entitled to public legal advertisements.
WM. G. BROWNLOW,

Governor of Tennessee.

State of Tennessee, Office of Adjutant General,
Nanliville, Tennessee, Fehruari/ 10, 1872.

I, John S. Wilkes, adjutant general of the State of Tennessee, hereby certify that
the anue^d is a complete and perfect copy of Gt'neral Order No. 4, issued from head-
quarters ^nnessce State Guards, Nashville, February 23d, 18G9, as the same appears of

record in my office :

[General Order No. 4.]

HE.VDQUARTERS TENNESSEE StATE GUARDS,
2iashville, Fchrnary 23, 1869.

In obedience with the proclamation of his excellency the governor, dated February
20, 1869, Lieutenant Colonel L. B. Gamble, commanding First Regiment Tennessee
State Guards, is hereb,y ordered to move the five companies composing the right wing
of his regiment, to tlie town of Pulaski,- in Giles County, where he will establish hia

headquarters. His district shall comprise the counties of Maury, Giles, Slarshall, and
Lawrence ; he will Kns])end civil law in the limits of said district. Auy person or per-

sons disturbing the public peace will be tried by a. military court andsunnuarily dealt
with. Colonel Gamble will hold his command under strict discipline, and will severely
punish any officer or enlisted man who nuiy bo detected in any violation of the rules

and articles of war.
All supplies of quartermaster and eoinmissnry stores will be furnished, when practi-

cable, by the quartermaster general of the State.

Should it be necessary, in any instance, to send out a forage party, they must bo ac-
companied by the re«Tiniental quartermaster, who will receive written instructions
from tlie officer commanding the battalion.

Any officer or enlisted man detected in pillaging, ninrauding, or in any manner what-
ever disturbing any ])eaeei'ul citi/x-n ])iirsiiing tlie ordinary avocations of life, will be
tried by a drum-head court-martial, and promjytly punished. The general couunand-
ing, feeling the res])onsil)ility (il'his ))f>si(i(>u, caiiu'.si ly exhorts each officer and enlisted

man to aiil him in preserving the peac(.' of the country and restoring law and order.

The qnartermaster department will furnish the necessary transportation.
By command of Ijrigadier General Jos. A. Cooper:

JOHN COOPER,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camjp.

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my hand and affix mv seal of office at Nashville,

February 10, 1872.

[L. S.] JNO. S. W^ILKES,
Adjutant General, Tennessee.
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A number of witnesses testified as to the lawless, tyrannical, des-

potic character of the governor and his subordinates in the case of Sheafe
vs. Tillman. We will ouly make a few extracts from two of them. First

:

A. A. Steele, being first duly sworn, deposes as follows

:

Question. Mr. Steele, will you be good enough to state your age, residence, and occu-
pation or profession ?—Answer. My ago is thirty-nine years ; live in Lewisburgh
Marshall County, Tennessee; was boru and raised in this county; am a lawyer by
profession.

Q. If you have been a member of the Tennessee legislature since the war, please
state when you were elected, and to which branch, the senate or house.—A. I have been
a member of the house of representatives of the Tennessee legislature before and since
the war; was elected since the war iu March, 1865, and was re-elected on the 29th day
of March, 1866. # * ^ * * * ^

Q. Were you at the election in Lewisburgh in August, 1867, at the time Governor
Brownlow was last a candidate for Governor, and -when Messrs. Mullins and Cooper
"were candidates for Congress ; if so, state how that canvass and election were conducted ?

—A. I was in Lewisburgh all day during the August election, 1867. Mullins and
Cooper were candidates for Congress and Brownlow for governor. This was the first

State election in Tennessee under the franchise law, enfranchising the negroes and dis-

franchising a large majority of the whites ; the first time the negroes were voted. Most
of the negroes in this county were first sworn into the radical Leagues by white leaders,
and then certificates to vote wore given to those qualified by law, and in some cases to
negroes under twenty-one years of age, or not residents of the county. It was very
difficult, if not impossible, for any colored man or white man to get a certificate to vote
unless he either belonged to the League, was vouched for by men of the. radical party,
or had voted in the February and March elections in 1865. I know that several good
Union men were refused certificates by our register of voters solely, as I believed, be-
cause he thought they would not vote for Brownlow; at least, it was very difficult for
any of them to get a certificate, and quite easj'^ for any man, even of rebel antecedents,
to get a certificate to vote if he voted right, as it was called; that is, was "loyal," and
for Brownlow. The radical party in this county held a convention in Lewisburgh,
and the negroes came to it from the different Leagues, with tbeir arms. There was no
occasion for this, At the election in Lewisburgh the negroes generally voted the
"red" or reijublican ticket, handed to them by their white friends. They reminded
me of a drove of sheep huddled to be driven into an inclosnre, or a flock of partridges
into a net. Very few, if any of them, could read their tickets. They voted in a body,
like soldiers deliver then- fire under orders. There was then stationed hero iu town a
company of Brownlow militia, under the command of Captain Rickman. They were
all at the fair-grounds on that day, except a squad of fifteen men, sent that day to the
third district of this county. The militia were under the control of partisan influences,
and had much to do, as well at the Loyal Leagues, in persuadmg, overawing, and secur-
ing the colored vote for the radical ticket, and, in effect, intimidating or keeping away
from the ballot-box many white voters. The election was not what I would consider
a free one; it was a burlesque on republican government, and conducted entirely in
the interest of the dominant faction and its candidates.

Q. You say you were elected twice to the Tennessee legislature of 1865-'G6; were
you not elected the first time in March, 1865, as a radical Unionist, on a general
ticket headed by Brownlow, and voted for all over the State ?—A. I was elected as a
Union man ; there was then, in 1865, no such term known and used as " radical Union,"
at that'time. The term "radical" got up alter the war ended, and I think is and was ap-
plied to such men as were in favor of disfranchising the whites of Tennessee, and eleva-
tino- the negro politically above the majority of white men ; and is a term used to call

all by who are in favor of the congressional plan of reconstruction in contradistinction
to Union men opposed to the plan of Congress, or the Brownlow policy, in Tennessee.
The terra radical I apply to mean the men who compose a new political party formed
since the war. I was elected on the general ticket, a majority of which ticket after-
ward changed and turned to be radicals.

Q. Did you not resign your seat in the legislature to defeat the radical measures of
colored sufiYage and the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United
States ?—A. I did not resign for any such purpose, and you ought to know it. At the
time T resigned my seat, February 26, 1866, the fourteenth amendment to the Constitu-
tion had not been j)roposed or adopted by Congress ; it was adopted iu June, 1866, and
first proposed to the Tennessee legislature in July, 1866. At time of my resignation,
the radical party in the legislature refused the preposition ofiered them by the conserv-
ative Union members, which was universal suflrago for black and white iu Tennessee.
The radical members refused this. At that time there was not a vestige of a chance
to pass a colored sufii'age bill iu the legislature ; three-fourths of the radicals were then
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opposed to it, altliouf^h they had a large majority in the legislature, and it was not till

a year after, in February, 1867, they i)assed the colored suffrage bill. I resigned my
seat because I was satistied that the radical measures of disfranchisement of the white
people would ruin or greatly injure the peace, happiness, and prosperity of the State,

and to try to i>reveut the government of Tennessee from becoming an oligarchy and
military dispotism, which it has been ever since.

Q. You are charged, in the foregoing exception to yoar cross-examination, with a

desire to advance the claims of contestant to a seat in Congress; please state precisely

what your desire is in this regard.—A. I desire Congress to do justice to the claims of

Tillman and Sheafe, and give the seat ti) the one entitled, whether Tillman or Sheafe.

Like all the rest of the voters of my county, under the franchise law, democrats and
republicans, I feel sensitively when the vote of this and other counties are set aside or

thrown out after an election by the governor, in disregard of their constitutional rights,

when the people don't vote to suit him, and do not elect the candidates that are his polit-

ical friends. It is robbing mo and the other voters of this county of our vested rights

and votes as loyal citizens of the United States, and I wish and hope Congress to put

an end to such usurpations here in Tennessee, whether in behalf of republicans or dem-
ocrats, black or white. I feel that the governor of Tennessee has no right to throw out

votes at his xileasure, to elect or defeat either Sheafe or Tillman, or anybody else. This

is the extent of my desire, and nothing more ; I would not knowingly do either gentle-

man any injustice.

Second. Hon. Edward Cooper, who said

:

Iwas a warm, zealous, and unflinching advocate of the Union of the States, and of the

Government of the United States. I was one of the few men in Tennessee west of the

mountains who, at the risk of my life, defended and maintained, on the stump and in

public speeches, our duty to be loyal to the Government of the United States. The
flag of the United States, during the severe struggle that occurred in this State pre-

vious to the adoption of the ordinance of secession, floated from a pole in my front

yard, and as often as its halyards were cut and torn down by those who difl'ered with

me in opinion, I again flung it to the breeze until the secession ordinance was adopted
;

then it was taken down, and folded away, and preserved until the return of the Fed-

eral forces, when it was once more unfurled to the breeze.

I was the Union candidate for the convention called to assemble in Tennessee, in

January, 1861, from the county of Bedford, and was elected by an overwhelming vote,

having'no opposition. The convention, however, at that time, was voted down. At
no time, after the State seceded, was I a candidate for office, until the State was
rehabilitated by the loyal citizens, aud restored to its practical relations with the Gov-
ernment. I was imprisoned, or rather arrested, by the confederate military authori-

ties, and held by them as a political prisoner, until I was exchanged by cartel between
the Government of the United States and the military authorities of the rebellion. I

was exchanged lor Hon. James S. Foster, of Nashville, Tennessee. I was never in the

military service of the United States.

Q. In the summer of 1867 were you a candidate for re-election to the Congress

of the United States?—A. I was.

Q. Please state the circumstances under which you made that canvass. If the reg-

istration of voters in any of the counties composing your district was interfered with,

please state all you may know about it, particularly in the counties of Lincoln, Frank-

lin, and Coft'ee. If any military force was sent into the district, please state, if you
remember the counties to Avhich they were sent, what sort of troops they were, and
how they behaved, and, in short, all that you may know, if anything, of the. causes

which prevented a free aud fair canvass and election at that time.—A. At the outset

of the canvass, I felt that if the registrations were not interfered with, and the voters,

qualifled under the law, had the opportunity to vote, my election was certain. About
eight thousand of the twenty-three thousand voters of the State of Tennessee who, on
the 22d day of February, 18(55, adoi>ted the anumded constitution abolishing slavery,

and of the voters who,' on the 4th day of March, 1865, elected William G. IJrownlow
governor, were found in the counties composing my congressional district. Under the

law they wore (lualiliid voters. Shortly alter the canvass opened, the registrations of

the counties of Lincoln, Franklin, aud Coliee were, by proclamation of the governor,

set aside, and new registrations ordered, and new registrars appointed. After the

registration of Lincoln was set aside, the ixill-books, upon which the names of the

voters who had voted in the elections of the ii-Jd February, 1865, aud of llio 4th of

March, 1865, and a cupy of which, proi)erly certified, was evidence on which the regis-

ter, under the law, was authorized to issue new certificates, were stolen, so that they

could not be produced, and hence, under the rnling of the register, he would issue to

said voters no certificates, unless they would prove by "two unconditional Union
men, known by him to be such," that they had always been loyal to the Government.

This could not be done in that county, although, under the law, there were not
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less tLan two tlionsand qiialified voters. I remonstrated with Governor Brownlnw
about bis exercise of power in the case, and asked bira to permit the registration
of Captain Ship, wbo was bis appointee, and wbo bad been loyal to tbe Govern-
ment of tbe United States and a captain in tbe cavalry regiment, commanded
by Hon. W. B. Stokes, at present a member of Congress from tbis State, to be re-

instated. This tbe governor declined to do, using tbis language, as near as I recollect,

"tbat our friends say tbat Captain Sbip bas married into an influential rebel family,
and altbougb be may not have acted wrong in tbe previous registration, tbey feared
that be might thereafter do wiong." Tbis letter was accompanied by verbal informa-
tion, tbruugh a, friend, tbat, if setting aside the registration of Lincoln, Coflee, and
Franklin was not enough to defeat me, the governor would set aside a few more. Tbis
made my case a hopeless one. Under tbe law, if properly carried out, I felt tbat I

would have received not less than two thousand votes in Lincoln, one thousand in
Franklin, and eight bundi-ed in Coffee; but my vote in all of them was so small tbat
I really do not now remember it. Connected with tbe fruits of the refusal of the reg-
isters to do their sworn duty in said counties, and llie willful omission to register, my
district was, just before the election, Hooded witli troops—Tennessee militia—mostly
made up of troops from East Tennessee. Tbe.y were stationed at Tullahoma, in Pulaski,
at Lewisburgh, at Fayetteville audMurfreesborougb, and squads were sent out to each
precinct. I know of no action on the part of the militia, except tbey were strongly op-
posed to niy election, and strongly in favor of Governor Brownlow and my comi)etitor,
and tbey bad no hesitation in so stating at public speakings or elsewhere. They Avere
particularly demonstrative at Tullahoma, where I spoke, in company with Captain C.
A. Sheafe, who was a candidate for the senate on the democratic side. It is due from
me to bear testimony to tbe kind treatment I received from tbe company of militia
located at Lewisburgh and Pulaski, connnanded by Captain Mankin, of this county, who
always treated me courteously, although differing from me politically. In my opinion,
tbe conduct of Governor Brownlow was unjustifiable ; he used the power of bis ofiQce

for my defeat ; there were no charges against either of the registers of having acted
wrongfully, illegally, or fraudulently on tile in his office at Nashville, or tbat of the sec-

retary of state. I looked to see ; none could be found. It was the act of a partisan, for
party purposes, and it succeeded.

With such a governmeut, it is easy to see how men thus driveu to des-
peration would do almost anything'.

There is no doubt about the fact that great outrages were committed
by bauds of disguised men during those years of lawlessness and oppres-
sion. The natural tendency of all such orgnnizations is to violence and
crime; hence it was that General Forrest and other men of influence in

the State, by the exercise of their moral power, induced them to dis-

band. Circumstances favored them; Governor Brownlow determined
to go to the Senate of the United States ; of course his legislature sent
him. His partisans, Stokes and Seuter, quarreled as to who should be
his successor as governor

; each i)romised to enfranchise the white men
of the State, if elected. Senter succeeded ; more liberal legislation fol-

lowed, the radicals lost the State, the people of Tennessee were set free,

peace and order at once prevailed, Ku-Klux disappeared, and now,
although a special sub-committee was authorized to visit Tennessee and
examine her condition, the mjtjority, well knowing what a damaging con-
trast her peaceable condition under democratic rule and universal suf-

frage would present to her deplorable condition under radical domina-
tion over an insulted, down-trodden, and outraged people failed and
refused to go and give the country the benefit of the facts which such
an investigation would have developed.

It is so everywhere ; like causes produce like results. Sporadic eases
of outrages occur in every community. The Scranton riots in Pennsyl-
vania, the Ku-Klux (which now seems to be the fashionable name foi

all disguised bauds) in Indiana, illustrate that. But, as a rule, the worst
governments produce the most disorders. South Carolina is confess-

edly in tbe worst condition of any of the States. Why 1 Because her
government is the worst, or—and what imikes it still worse—her people
see no hope in the future, as Texas and other States do. There never
was a Ku-Klux in Virginia—nobody pretends there ever was. Why "?



464 EEPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

Because Virginia escaped carpet-bag rule. Why are the States of Ala-
bama and Georgia to-day in an infinitely better condition than they
were two years or even one year ago ? Simply because they have got
rid of their oppressors; and, in spite of the wanton malignity of the
radical wing of the republican majority in Congress, which persists in

keeping their most intelligent men under disability, excluding them,
in order to produce discontent, from all power to hold even local offices,

they are, as States, as peaceable and orderly to-day as any States in the
Union.
When this committee commenced its labors last spring, a number of

prominent cases of Ku-Klux riots were paraded as undoubted evidence
of extended general political organizations for the purpose of intimi-

dating loyal men, controlling elections, putting rebels in power, and
for subverting the State, if not the Federal Government. Conspicuous
among them were the riots at York, Laurens, aiid Union, in South Caro-
lina, which we have shown (tonclusivclj^, in the minority report from the
sub-committee sent to that State, were all radical outrages in their com-
mencement, and that politics had nothing to do with the retaliation

which followed. In Alabama the riots (so called) at Eutaw, Paytona,
and Huntsville ; in Georgia, the killing of Dr. Darden ; in Mississippi,

the Meridian riots, and in North Carolina, the troubles in Eutherford
with the Biggerstalfs, were confidently pointed to as conclusive evidence
that the rebel element was determined to exterminate loyal men in all

these States. Other isolated cases were referred to, but these were the
great events with the enormity of which the people were to be appalled,

and by reason of which the President was expected to make himself
military dictator over these States under theKu-Klux bill, and thus secure

his re-election. Each of them was investigated, probed to the bottom.
We will notice the evidence as to each, and we assert in advance that

there was nothing in any one of them which shows anything that sus-

tains a single allegation made against the people of these States.

Beginning with Alabama and taking up the Eutaw matter first, rela-

tive to which a mass of evidence was heard, and all sorts of opinions
given by men of all shades of politics, it may be stated thus : In October,

1870, while an excited political contest was i^ogressing in Alabama for

governor, members of Congress, &c., both parlies had advertised that

they would hold political meetings and have public speaking in Entaw
on the same day. Distinguished gentlemen on both sides were present.

Aneflbrt to hold a joint discussion failed, and the democrats commenced
speaking in the court-house yard an hour or more before the republi-

can si)eeches began. ln,stead of going to some other point, the repub-

licans determined to hold their meeting in the court-house yard, also

on the opposite side of the court-house ; whisky was circulating freely.

After the democratic meeting closed many of them went to the repub-'"

lican meeting. Mr. Warner and Governor Parsons had spoken. Major
Hays, the republican candidate for Congress, was about to take the

stand for some purpose, when a shot was fired from the crowd of

negj^oes which w<'nt through the leg of Major Pierce's pantaloons above
his knee. That was the signal for a general firing, and a stamjiede of

the negroes, several of whom were wounded. Mr. J. J. Jolly and John
G. Pierce, esq., both lawyers in Eutaw, men of character and intelli-

gence, thus describe it

:

Mr. Jolly said, (see page 2G8
:)

Question. Wero you present at tlie iiiectiug in October last at which the riot was said

to Lave occurred ?

Answer. Yes, sir.
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QuesUon. Please go on and give to the committee in detail, "without further question,
your history of that occurrence as you saw it.

Ansice): Both parties, the democratic and the republican parties, had announced
meetings for that day; their notices were stuck up, informing the public of that fact.

On the morning of the 25th of October some gentlemen, authorized by the republican
party, addressed a note to the president of the democratic council of that county, pro-
posing a joint discussion. Our council was called together to iiass upon the propriety
of a joint discussion ; and we agreed not to hold a discussion, and so notified ^hem, for
the reason, in the first place, that we did not consider there was anything to be dis-

cussed ; and in the next place, for the purpose of avoiding even the probability or the
l)ossibility of a difficulty, if it could be avoided ; those were our reasons. I was one of
the committee which was instructed to inform the committee of the republican party
of that fact, and the note is in their hands. We addressed them just such a note as we
were instructed to address them by the democratic council. Major Pierce and myself.
After we declined the discussion, the democratic party immediately assembled their
meeting on the north side of the court-house square.

Question. The discussion was declined before either party had commenced their
meetings ?

Answer. The democratic meeting was called together just about the time that we
declined to enter into a joint discussion. The meeting on our side, the democratic
side, i)assed over very quietly. After the meeting had closed

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. Eight there state how long the democratic meeting lasted, and how many
speeches were made.

Ansiver. I think there were three sfieeches made, and, I suijpose, it lasted about two
hours.

By Mr. Stevenson :

Question. Did you go right on with your meeting after the council resolved not to
discuss ; did you proceed to organize ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Simultaneously with sending the notice ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; and when we returned, our meeting had assembled and one of the
speakeis was on the stand. After our meeting closed, several of our young men, young
men from the democratic side of the square, went around to the republican meeting.
Senator Warner and Governor Parsons made speeches. During Governor Parsons's
speech the noise became a little louder than we thought it ought to be. There was
simply a fusillade of questions going on ; and one of our old ciifizens came to my office

and asked me to walk around with him and see if there was any prospect of trouble,
and to aid in stopjung it. The sheriff also asked me to do so. We went around there
and saw one or two young men who had been drinking. We took them away and
carried them to my office. Governor Parsons concluded his speech, and at the conclu-
sion of his speech Major Hays attempted to speak, or got iipon the stand ; whether his
intention was to speak or not, I do not know ; I have iinderstood since that he did not
intend to speak ; but he got up on the stand. Just at that time there was a colored man
who was a democrat trying to get up on the stand also to sjieak. He was among his
colored friends, and, I suppose, he thought he had as nntch right to speak there as any-
body else. During the rush for him to get up on the stand, and immediately after
Major Hays got upon the stand, there was a rush from the crowd of colored people in
front, (there were about a thousand there,) and in the rush he was either i^ulled oft" or
he fell oft' the stand ; I do not know which, for I did not see him.

Question. Who was pulled off?

Answer. It was said that Major Hays was cither pulled off or fell off the stand. I did
not see it, and I do not know it, for I was not in a position to see it. Just before that
occurred, however, Major J. G. Pierce, knowing that Major Hays was extremely ob-
noxious to our people there, as he is, and we' think deservedly- so, went up to Governor
Parsons and requested him to try and persuade Mr. Hays not to speak, for he feared it

might lead to trouble. Just at that time, when he was talking to Governor Parsons
on the subject, and Major Hays was upon the stand. Major Pierce was shot at from his
rear by a negro in the crowd to his rear ; he was shot through his pants, and then the
firing became general.

By the Chairman :

Question. Were you in a position to see that ?

Answer. I saw the smoke from the pistol. I did not see the man who shot it, but it

was in the crowd of colored people, very near the main entrance or door which goes
into the main entrance of the court-house bttildiug, just to the right of the door.
Tlieu, of course, the firing became general. There was firing from our side, and after

a little, after the immediate stampede was over, there was firing back from the colored
Bide. The Federal troops were then called on. They came into town, and being seea

soke:
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by tlie negroes aud the -white people, too, the difficulty was over, soou stopped, almost
instantly.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was the smoke from this j)istol you speak of from that part of the crowd
composed eutirely of negroes, or was it a mixed crowd, white aud black ?

Answer. There were no white people at that poiut at all ; the white people were in
the door of the court-house, aud in the clerk's office. The clerk's officewas immediately
behind where the stand was placed.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. That was the first fire ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did any of them die from their wounds ?

Answer. No, sir ; uot oue.

Question. You say, then, that there was no design on the part of anybody to bring
about a difficulty on that day, but, on the contrary, your design was to avoid oue I

Answer. Yes, sir ; the design expressed aud felt by us aU was to prevent any trouble
whatever.

Question. Had you no apprehension of trouble from calling the two meetings on the
same day ?

Answer. Well, sir, I do uot know that wo had, except in the excited state of the pub-
lic mind. Our impression about the luatter was that the best way to prevent a diffi-

culty was to have our meeting in a dillereut part of the town aud axnirt Irom the
republican meetiug, aud we endeavored to hold all of the democrats, the young men
particularly, away from there, and keep them at our own meeting aud apart from the
others. Our people, the white people, are uot exactly satisfied w^ith the condition ot

thiugs there, aud we thought it was best to keep them apart.

Question. Did you think the best way to do that was to call the two meetings ou the
same day?

Answer. I do uot kuow that there is any more reason for supposing—indeed, I do uot
think there would be auy less probability of a difficulty with a republican meetiug
called in Eutaw alone than there would be to have two meetings in different parts of

the town, aud an elibrt made to keeiJ them apart ; I think there would be more reason
for difficulty.

Question. Why did you not keep them in different parts of the town ?

Answer. Wo did ; wo called ours together first, aud on the north side of the court-

house ; they had a right to hold their meetiug where they pleased.

Question. Tha two meetings were held with only the court-house between them?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you not advertise for that meeting as speakers gentlemen who you
knew could uot be there on that day ?

Anstver. No, sir ; we did not.

Major Pierce said, (see page 301
:)

Qncslion. Mention has been made hereof your presence at a meeting in Eutaw, where
the riot or disturbance occurred in October last, aud you have been subpamaed iu

cousequence of your )iame having been connected with tluit proceeding. Give to the
comu)ittee, as briefiy and clearly as possible, your account of that occurrence. State
in the first place the date of it.

Answer. The riot at Eutaw occurred in October last. I was present on that occasion,
aud saw what was going ou, aud kuow pretty much about it. I do uot kuow
exactly where to commence. I must couuueuce, I suppose, at tlie counueucemeut of
the riot, or " route," as it was called. Oeneral Warner liad about finished his spew:h
whcu I got to the place where he and Governor I'arsous and Mv. Hays aud others were
to speak. I wanted to hear Governor Parsons s[)('alc. I knew tliat he had made several
good democriitic speeches, aud I never had heard him speak since tliat time ; and I liad

a curiosity to go round there aud hear him sjieak. I wont round. Just aI>out the time
that he finisbtul liis speech I wallced up to iiini. I knew him, as I thought, very well, aiul

I thouglit lie kuow UKi. I was in tiie li'gislatui'o wlien ho was provisional governor of Ala-
bama. 1 approached him aud told liiia tliere were several drunken men aliout there, aud
that we desired there should be no disturbances; tliat he and Warner had made their
speeclies, audi 1 bought it was notiiiug but due that if he had auy control over Hays, who
was very obnoxious to the peo]>le of that county, ami had made himself so dtiservedly,

he should uot let lum speak if ho had auy inllueiuje with him, or else break up the
crowd and go home. He tlu^n turned around, without answeriug me at all, to speak to

General Warner, and I presume upon that subject. Just about that time, a« he turued
around, Hays came upon the stand. I was standing with my back to him, and in

front of Governor Parsons. Almost iu half a second, as soou as Governor Parsons
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turned roiiud to speak to General Warner, somebody fir^ttt a pistol. I do not know
who it was, but was iulbrraed afterward who it was, and u was told it was a negro,
who had shot at me. I saw three witnesses who told me "It was tired directly at uie.

My back was turned. The ball went through my pants.^ After that there was a gen-
eral firing in the air by young men, and a general stamp'ede\ among the negroes. I do
not know what became of Hays or Governor Parsons or Geiperal Warner. They went
off. I got up on the table after they went off. I thought itl Avas all fun

; I had no idea
anybody was shooting at anybody. I got on the table and Aauglied extraTagantly at
the way the negroes were liyiug and running about ; they brVke down the court-house
palings' jumping over. My oifice, from the position I was occnipying, was right in front.

The negroes rallied across the street, and tired back several
|
pistols, right toward the

court-house, and then they broke and ran down the street.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You were not aware at that time that the ball hadl penetrated your panta-
loons ?

Aimrer, No, sir ; I was not aware of it until I got across the street

QaesUon. What part of your pantaloons was pierced by the blall ?

Answer. Just about the thigh, about four inches from the cro(|ch ; it entered the back
part and went through.

It was just such a scene as might occur anywhere under such cir-

cumstances. It was magnified and exaggerated in avery possible form
;

reports of the death of thirty or forty negroes were pircuhited in all the
papers of the North. The cry was raised that no loyal man was safe in

Alabama. The Federal courts interA'eued 5 a large number of the young-
men of Eutaw were carried to Mobile for trial; every device was re-

sorted to in order to magnify it into a great conspiracy. It has proved
a failure ; the country understands it at last, and uuiJpss something bet-

ter can be trumped up, iho, men of the North and Weifet will hardly con-
sent to see Alabama put under martial law because ofl the Eutaw riot.

The next great event was the Cross Plains or Peytoiia Ku-Klux ahair,
which Governor Parsons, a recent convert to radicalisul^, songhttouse as
a means of putting the State of Alabama under martlial law, and thus
ingratiate himself with the President because of his y loyalty." Wil-
liam H. Forney, a distingaished lawyer of Jacksonvillk Alabama, and
a brother of Hon. John W. Forney, of PhiladelphiaL explains it so
thoroughly, and exposes the infamy of the attempt to blacken the char-
acter of the people of Alabama on that account so com|:)letely, that we
are content to submit it on his statement without a wo|d of comment,
as he was perfectly familiar with all the facts

;

WILLIAM H. FORNEY sworn and examined.

The Chairman, (Mr. Poland.) As this witness has been called |by you, Mr. Blair,
you will please commence his examination.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. State where you reside, how long you have resided thenL and any official
position which you may occupy at the present time. 1

Answer. 1 am from Alabama, the town of .Jacksonville, in the counjfcy of Calhoun ; I
have resided there for over thirty-five years. I do not hold any ofdcial position a"t this
time, but I am engaged in the practice of the law, and practice in five or six counties.

Question. In that circuit ? F

Answer. Yes, sir; I practice in all in that circuit and one county mo.fe.
Question. Among the objects that this committee has in view, one is to ascertain as

far as possible the condition of affairs in the Southern States in respectt to the protec-
tion and security of life and property, and the enforcement of the ^hiws generally.
Please to state as far as you have any information or knowledge upon that sulyect.

Answer. As I have stated, I am frequently iu some five or six counties, and attend
the courts regiflarly. I am satisfied that auy person who visits that ctmntrv is safe iu
his person, and tbat the law is rigidly enforced there; I might say that- all are safe iu
theii' persons and property.

Question. What are those counties in which you practice ?

Answer. Cleburne, Calhoun, Cherokee, Etowah, and St. Clair in mvcirpuit; and then
I practice in Do Kalb and Talladega, but not so much as iu these other cpuuties ; thes«
are the counties composing the twelfth judicial circuit. 1
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Quesiiov. Is there any seci-et organization of disguised persons whose piu'pose is to
resist tlie law ? /

Answer. There is no ordanization thereto resist the law. In my county bands of
disguised lueu have appeaiw| ou several occasions, in nunihers ranging from five or six
to probably as high as iii'H fijey appear in disguise ; but I do mk believe that they
are organized tor the purple of resisting thelaw ; it is merely to take the law in their
own hands, and chastise pdrties ; it is more in the nature of a patrol. With the excep-
tion of one case, I never Wuew them to do anything outside of whipping parties ; and
those that they whipped i-ere offensive to the people from the fact that they regarded
them as drones in society! and thieves, rascals, persons who paid no attention to or took
no interest in the care of^i^eir families; persons who visited bawdy-houses, and rather
kept that kind of people^. Those, places have been visited and the people chastised.
Negroes who made thei> living entirely by thieving have frequently been whipped.
This organization does ijot seem to pay any r(^spect to persons, ^^^)ereve^ a man of
that character appears, ^vhether white ' or black, they would whip him; biit they do
nothing more than to wijip him.

Question. It had no political consequence ?

Answer. None in the v^orld. The last one they gave an order to was a democrat. I
do not think the parties, -^^lio compose the organization know much about politics, and
they do not care mucli about politics. I do not think the politicians of the couutrv
Lave anything to do with it ; leading politicians of the country are opposed to it.

Qmstion. We have hiui here the testinionv of Mr. Parsons in reference to a case of
violence that occurred [u Calhoun, at Cross Plains ; the occurrence took place in 1870,
and there was subsequjutly an inquiry by one of the judges of the State ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; thai; is the one I alluded to as the exceptional case where there was
violence done. I

^

(Question. I wish youj -would give us an account of that case, and what connection yon
had with it. I

Answer. I was an a|torney for some eight or ten young men who were arrested upon
a warrant issued by J/udge Peters. Judge Peters was selected by the governor of the

• State to investigate that matter thoroughly; he is one of the associate justices of the
supreme court. TheSustices of the supreme court have jurisdiction all over the entire
State

;
the circuit jucjjres have jurisdiction only in their respective circuits. It was

thought necessary to have a judge whose jurisdiction extended over the State, in order
to bring up witnesses from any portion of the State. That was the excuse given for
selecting a judge of the supreme court. The investigation commenced in August, and
lasted two months

;_ during that investigation I supi)ose one hundred and twenty or
one hundred and th;i|.ty witnesses were examined, and at least seven hundred or eight
hundred foolscap Pages of testimony were written down. Governor Parsons repre-
sented the State ; he is reganled as one of the first lawvers in the State. I was there
present all the time.. The evidence tended to establish this fact, that on the 10th of
July

—

By the ChaiIrjian, (Mr. Poland:)
Question. In .wha.t year ?

Ansiver. The evcniug of the 10th of July, 1870 ; a difficulty occurred between a voung
white man, who k, about seventeen years of age, of the name of Patrick Craig, "and a
uegro boy, about Spmc trivial boyish'matter ; they got into a difficulty and had a fight.
There were a greaj; many white persons and colored persons around, but no one partici-
jiated in the fight., Al)out the time it was all over the southern train came up, and
the firemen on th<i southern train, black men, niad(i some demonstration to take part in
the fjglit. That Vas resisted by the white men iiround there, but nothing grew out of
it. It was a sniiMi matter, notliing serious ; I do not suppose the -svhite boy or the
negro was very sUjonsly injured; they got up near a wood-pile and threw some billets
of wood at each I other. No one paid any attention to it. The boy ran off toward
Paytona; that iii a depot of the Selma IJailroad, and is about three-quarters of a mile
from Cross Plaiifs. At Paytona theie is a large number of eniploy68 belonging to tho
railroad, mostlyjjTporoes. I suppose there would be one hundred and fifty negroes
there-, probaldy/ ^f all ages and sexes, and pcrluips fifty men. Nothing more Avas
thought about fhi,. matter until about 1) o'clock at night. There is a negro there by
the name of Oljver Duke, who was regarded in that country as a democratic negro,
and not very pfipnlar with his color on tliat account. Near the village of Cross Plains
is a little place/(;allcd Tol)etowu, l)ut rtuilly a ))art of th(> town ; it takes its name from
the chief iiegrrl who lives there. I suppose tiicro are five or six cabins there, all occu-
l>ied by color((l pcf.ph;. Tiiis Oliver J>uke came from that place, very much fright-
ened; he met fa diiguerrcan artist there, wlio was out hunting for his family phy-
sician, and saifQ to Jiiiu lliat he had seen a number of armed negroes in Tol)etown,
and he was salisfied they were bent on devilment, that they intended to do some mis-
chiet that nijlht. He then went on to the hotel where he was staying, and told tho
same to his er/jpioyer. This daguerreau artist went to the church and communicated



AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECT^IONAKY STATES. 469

it to some persons outside there. As soon as the congxegation was dismissed, of course
it was iiimored around that the negroes had congre jjated in Tobetowu, with a view
of making an assault. The women became very, mu jch friglitened, and a great many
of them remained in church ; some few started on ho jme, not believing there was any-
thing in it. This boy, Patrick Craig, who had had *"the difficulty the' evening before,
in company with two boys of the name of Keith, and"/ another friend, took a back all?y
that goes to the house of Mrs. Keith, and there they iiound a shot-gun and two or three
pistols, and with them came out into the street. J About the time they got into the
middle of the street, the congregation from the chiirch was passing along, hut there
were no negroes then in sight. In a moment eightt or ten or fifteen negro men came
out from hehind a blacksmith's shop, and a negrp called out, "Here they are," and
iired his pistol into the crowd. Then another onje fired, the wadding falling among
the women; there were men, women, and children] going along together. Ot course,
there was a panic then. One of the hoys hallooei^ out, " Charge them," and rushed
through the crowd of church-going people and fireal. his pistol. From that they had a
skirmish; I suppose there were twenty or thirty /shots fired. The negroes retrented
and went in the direction of Paytoua. After geltting about two hundred or three
hundred yards they rallied, got into a parley, a/nd discussed whether they should
return. They were rather boisterous ; some vjere for returning and fighting it

out, cursing some of the others for heing cowarrds. After holding a council of war
they resolved to "go down to Paytona and gejt seventy-five well armed men"

—

that was the expression the witnesses say thew used—" and return and whip out
and hurn up the damned town." That was said i|n the x>resence of a man hy the nfirae

of Stevenson ; he was a carpenter and had th/e reimtation of being an honest and
industrious man. He went to the village and tlhere he found the people in consider-
able stir, but not armed. He announced what! the negroes had decided upon, that
they would go to Paytona, retui'n -with seveulty-five armed negroes, whip out the
town, and hurn it up. As soon as that was annjounced, of course they commenced to
organize. It was then determined by the iieoplg that they would organize merely for
defense. After that was agreed upon they founol there was some twenty-five or thirty
congregated, people fiom difterent parts of tljie village. The town is named Cross
Plains because of the crossing there of two public roads. Some one said they should
select some old man that would keep the youths of the town from doing any mischief.
They called upon an old man by the name of Jc'hnson, who is a merchant there, a very
respectable citizen, prohably as much so as a/uy man in the village. He declined on
account of his age. Finally they succeded in /selecting Major A. D. Bailey, who is the
principal of the male academy there. Bailey ;iigreed to assume conmiand of the force
upon condition that all would obey him. \\{ ell, it was understood that they would,
and that they should act entirely upon the d^ffensive, that they should not leave the
village. He assumed command, and sent out ,and posted his pickets. After remaining
there some length of time and hearing nothing, from the enemy, he sent out some scouts

;

they returned and reported all quiet. After the thing had calmed down and hecome quiet
they sent a party of young men uj) to Tobetown, to ascertain who the negroes were
who were in the i^lace. From a negro woma-n living there they got the names of about
ten who were up there that night. They took a list of the names, and about 2 o'clock,
as the northern train was going toward Paytona, Major Efiiley thought it hest to go
on the train and go down the road, in order that no one of those ten whose names
were on the list should escape. He took eight or ten men, and stationed them along,
and gave them directions to let no one get on the train whose name had been furnished
them. It turned out that no person of any kind attempted to get on the train that
night. After the train left, one of the employes, or the attaches, of the railroad, came
to Major Bailey and told him that there v.as a wounded negro in one of the cabins.
Bailey went there with his friends and found out that the negro had been wounded
with squirrel shot. The negro finally admitted that he was with the party who had
made the attack on the town there, and liailey then told him that he must go with
them. It was then getting about 4 o'clock in the morning, I suppose. Bailey told the
negro that he would not be hurt, but tliej wanted him up there, as he was one of the
party that was in the attack ; and, in addition to that, they wanted to get information
as to who really were the other persons./ The citizens had met and had sent a runner
to Jacksonville, where the sheritt" resided, with a request for him to come up in the
morning and have the matter investigated. About the time Bailey was sending off
^his wounded negro some of the boys of his party came to him and told him that there
were a number of negroes advancing upon them. He ran out and halted them ; he
could hear the click of their jjistols. liailey announced to them that they must not
advance any further, and they made nc further attempt to advance; Soon thereafter
two other negroes came from another direction; they were ordered to halt, btit before
doing so they clicked their pistols and snapped. A boy hy the name of Keith, I think,
shot at them, and hit a negro, who turned out to be a negro hy the name of Jacob
Moore. They took him and carried hini back to the village, Bailey stopi^ing those who
were approaching and giving orders to his men not to fire, that there must he no
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sliootiug. He l3rong]it np the Lar, dviviuir his ovrn party ahead, and hallooino' to
the uegroes near by, some five or six as 'it was reported,' uot to come any furtlier.
They did so, and there the matW-r ended. During the night thev had sent nmuers
in various directions, asking th . peoplo- to come in and protect them. One man
Lad gone I suppose ten or fifteen ruih-s, and by daybreak he had come back with
twenty white men. Kunners Mve si^nt in other directions, and by sunrise the next
morning I suppose there were tro^n fifty to seventy-iiye persons from the country who
had come m armed. They beheyed there had been an attack on the town, and th.-v
thought It was necessary for theiU. to come in and protect tlie peoplo. The bailiff .if
the beat and the justice of the ptace were sent for; regular affidavits and warrants
Avere issued. The party there retiamed to Paytoua for the purpose of arresting the
negroes whose names had l)een tarnished them. A white boy by the name of Keith
said that there was a white man in tlie crowd, that he thought he had seen him. When
they got to Paytona, as they were passing along by the house of a white man by the
name ot William C. Luke, a Canadian, who was'teachiug school there, this Avliite r)oy
pointed him out as the man that he thought he saw the'night previous. They had no
warrant lor him, but they told him of the fact, and he said he was willing to go with
them and have the matter investigjited ; and he went on to the village ; I suppose a
great many negroes were earned np as witnesses, and some ten or twelve as prisoners.
They had an investigation before Jus^tice Neighbors ; a large number of people had con-
gregated to hear it. The invcstij>ation ended a little before sundown, and th.-y
adjourned over until the next morni:„g. The sheriff was directed by the justice to get
a suflicient guard to hold the prisoiibis tiutil next morning. Some believed that they
might be rescued from them

; that tbo ne£>Toes would rescue them that ni<dit. The
sheriff summoned some eight or ten ]iorsons for that purpose. Abont night-fall it was
announced that one of the uegroes wiio was considered as a party engaged in the affair
of the night before was down at Payi^ona

; and the deputy sheriff ordered some young
men to go down there and arrest him. in doing so, when' they got near Paytoua, they
discovered a little negro boy running down to a place called 'the tank ; they overtook
him and asked him Avhere he was goiiig ; he said he was iioin<.- to tell Jim Hughes, the
negro they were after, to leave. They asked him who told him to do that; and he
said that William Hall told him so. By that time they came to William Hall's house,
and the white men arrested him.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. Was he a negro ?

An-mer. Yes, sir ; a negro. They delivered him to the sheriff, and said, "This is not
one of the ])arty that we were sent for,, i.ixt he gave information to Jim Huglies, the
party we were after, to lea ye, and we tho„obt he oui^lit to be taken up fordoing tliat."
The deputy sheriff said, " Put him upon flu, stand witli the lialauce," and tl)(>v did so.
That night, abont 12 o'clock, some disgn,iscd men came into the to\yn and took' oil' Wil-
liam C. Lnke, and three colored men, antil William Hall, carried them out some distance
fi'om the town, and hung them. After tluit, the goyernor sent Judge Peters to ascer-
tain who the parties were. Governor feniith was there, and General Crawford was
there, with a squadron of cavalry and a company of soldiers, to see that the matter
should be thoroughly investigated.

Qiitslioii. In this attack by the negroes upon the congregation that came out of the
church was there anything serious ?

Jimccr. No one was hit ; I noticed where I could see some of the shot on the opposite
side of the street from where they wore. After examining all sides, both parties, the
impression made u])on 5ny mind at the tinu, was th.at eight or ten negroes had gone np
into that town with a view of getting into ii difficulty witii Craig and his friends ; that
in passing down the street—it was a bright moonsliiny night—they .saw Craig and re-
cogni/.e<l him, and made that reckless assault by liring over the men, women, and
childrc!!! passing along the street.

Qutniion. Their intention being to attack tJiis i>ov Crai"'?
AtWiVcr. To attack him and his accomplic(i.,s

; thei'e is no donl)t abont that; and in
doing so, they fired oyer the people. Tlie ihipre.ssiou made u])on the citizens of Cross
Flams was that they had lired right into the crowd. I am satisfied they never would
Lave been hung if the iicople had known it v,as a m(>re fight bi'tween tlie colored men
andtlic white boys. But tliat day, in the invistioat ion. there were no attornevs there

;

Mr. Luke, the white man, examined the witntsscs. The impiessi.m was still left upon
the minds of th(! i)eo])le, for I know it rcachedi ,„,., that theuenroes had made a reckless
assault, a mnrdeious attack, ujjon white people returning froin the church.

QiKt-liov. WomPn and children f '

Auxirrr. Yes, sir
; men, women, and diildren. And no doubt the persons who were

there that day just resolved tli.at they would ta]<,; the law in their own hands and hang
them ; they believed that in doing .so tliey wer<> ]»rotertiiig tlK-mselves in tlicir persons
and j>roj)erty ; that this was an outnige, and it Vaslooki'd ui)oii as a murderous atta<k,
uncalled for and reckless; and that that kiml of conduct should be met in the samo
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way; and so theyhnng tlieni. I do not suppose that any person in the village, or, at
least, I "will say that niuetecn-twentietlis of them Lonestly Ijolieved it was an attack
ui)on tbc people promiscuously, and not intended merely for those boys.

Question. lu the preceding which was had before one of the judges of the supreme
court, did he make any finding or come to any conclusion in reference to it?

Ausiver. Yes, sir. We commenced on three or four at first, and by the time we closed
I tliink they had nine arrested for murder.

Qu&siioH. Nine citizeiJs of the town f

Answer. Yes, sir. Most of the x>ersons they arrested were there that night, were
present Avhen the disguised men carried off these persons ; three or four of them
were guards. Governor Parsons took up the idea that they were imrticeps crivunis ; he
thought that all the guards were jiurticeps criminis. Judge Peters discharged five and
adniitted the balance to Iniil for a very small amount, which was enough to show that
he did not believe that they had anything to do with it. But during this investigation
it was shown that some of them had probably whi]iped negroes ; that was really proved
on them ; that they had been seen in disguise, and liad chastised some negroes. I never
was able to ascertain whether the judge bound them over, although they drew up the
bond, to answer to the indictment in regard to William C. Luke and others ; I think
he bound them over to answer to some of the other charges, for in writing up his
opinion he embraced some eight or nine offenses they had been guilty of. The grand
jury afterwards ignored the bill, except against one man.

Question. Was he ever tried ?

Ansiver. No, sir; he is represented as being in Georgia. There was only one witness
who testified relative to bin), and upon incpiiry it was found out that he was in the
State of Georgia at the time, and could prove that he Avas, and they made no attempt
to arrest him.

Question. Upon whose testimony was this bill found ?

Answer. This bill was found upon the testimony of Lewis M. Force, who came down
there during the investigation for the purpose, as he said, of getting some troops to
have a man, who had been arrested for a rape upon his daughter, removed from the
county of Cherokee to the county of Calhoun, as they regarded the Calhoun jail as the
safer one. Being examined, he said that this Georgian,"by the name of Johnson, had
told him that he did it. We made inquiries about Force, and found out that he was a
man of no standing ; that he told this great tale upon Johnson, and that he left Georgia
after shooting Johnson, had gone into Johnson's town and shot him ; Johnson was then,
ill a dangerous condition. He did not testify against any parties who were on trial.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. That Force himself had shot Johnson ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I suppose, as that is mentioned, I had better explain how Force
came to shoot Johnson. Force was anxious to arrest a party by the name of West,
whom he accused of having committed a rape upon his daughter.

'

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was West a white man?
Answer. Yes, sir. Force called upon Johnson to assist him ; Johnson represented to

bim that he belonged to the Ku-Klus Klan, and that he would aid to arrest him if he
would pay him ; Force agreed to pay so much to any person who wouhl arrest this
man West, probably $100 or $150. West, I think, had been arrested and had escaped,
and he wanted to rearrest him ; this is what I learned from Force, and from an investi-
gation into the matter to see whether the State of AlaT)ama should make a requisition
for Joiinsou. Johnson and Force met several nights; Johnson was to get this man to
a particular place, and force was to be there and seize him. Well, they met on two or
three nights, and of course Johnson did not bring him up, but would always make
some excuse. Finally, Force says that ho agreed to join the organization ; he said that
Johnson then told him about the nature of the organization ; that he himself belonged
to it ; that there was headquarters at Atlanta, with a large number of men in Georgia,
and with headquarters in Alabama ; he i^retended to say that they had signs so that
they could recognize each other, but he did not give them; Force agreed to join, and
as .Johnson did not have the x>ower to initiate, he was to meet at Al}nue, in the State of
Georgia, and take the oath that was required. Johnson then told him that he must go
out on a raid with him; so they got some sheets to cover themselves Avith, and went
out on a Ku-Klux raid—I think there Avero Force, Johnson, and another person—and
whipped tAvo or three negroes in the night, according to Force's statement. Force said
that he got enough of it; that they had traveled him all around; that all had got
drunk ; he was asked how much they drank, and I think he said they got a quart at
three different places; and that about-daybreak they got through with their tramp;
he then said he declined to take their' oath ; that he went up to Alpine, l)ut

ucA-er took the oath at all. He afterward, tlirongh the assistance of Johnson, I think,
got on the track of this man West, Avho had started into the northern portion of Ala-
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bania, aud West "vras arrested, brought Lack, and lotlged in jail in Cherokee County
Johnson, I understand, called on Force for his pay, and by some means or other go*!;

possession of a mule belonging to Force, and went with it to Alpine, in Geor'gia : Force
followed him, coming up with Johnson at Alpine, shot him down in the street with a
double-barreled shot-gun, and then left aud came down to Paytona, where the troops
were, and saw Governor Parsons, and told him all that had occurred. Governor Par-
sous then put him upon the stand as a witness. I noticed him there some two weeks,
and had some suspicion that he would probably be made a witness. I inquired of one
ofmy clients if they had been talking to Force, and one fellow said he had ; I told them
that there was danger in Force, aud that they must not talk before him or give him
any excuse to say anything about them. Ho had some friends to write up in the section

of country where Force resided, near Alpine, in Georgia, and we ascertained that he
was a man not entitled to any credit. When ho was placed on the stand he gave no
evidence against our men ; I never cross-examiued him, for I looked uiion it as nothing.
I did not believe at that time that Judge Peters regarded what ho said as anything

;

because if they had believed that this man Johnson had shot one of the negroes, as
Force said he told him, that he was present, saw the man shot and hung, ancl was a
jiarty to it, they had a squadron of cavalry there, aud the governor of Alabama could
easily have made a requisition upon the governor of Georgia, and have Johnson
brought there. But there was nothing of tbatijort done, no one, as I conceived, hav-
ing any coulideuce in the statement of Force. Tliey sent this squadron of cavalry into

Randolph County and brought witnesses from there, while Johnson was not over
thirty miles from there, and the governor of Georgia was within less then ninety
miles, and the governor of Alabama was there, aud could have made the requisition
and the troops could have enforced it.

QucsHo7i. No one gave any credit to Force's statement ?

Ansircr. I do not think any one did.

Question. I understand you to say that Force testified directly and pointedly to the
fact that Johnson was at Cross Plains at the time of this riot, and hatt himself killed

one of the negroes ?

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; Force pointedly testified that Johnson told him that he was present
at Cross Plains when Luke and the negroes were hung, and that he gave one of them
a " damned good load through the head." Now, one of the negroes was shot. Johnson
had gotten into a difficulty nj) there, and came down to Cross Plains on a drunken
spree three days afterward, and of course knew exactly what had been done ; and
somebody said that he x^robably got one of the hats of the negroes, and went back to

Georgia aud made this big talk. It was proved before Judge Peters, and Governor
Parsons, aud all ; that testimony was thrown before the grand jury, aud Force was
carried before the grand jury. And I have understood that they found a bill against
him, but I do not know that.

Qticstioii. Foimd a bill against Johnson?
Ansicer. Yes, sir, upon Force's testimony ; but there has never been anything done

with it.

Question. Force made disclosures in his testimony, or purported to do so, as to the
organization of the Ku-Klux Klan, <lid lus not i

Answer. Yes, sir. I do not recollect all he said ; one thing was that the organization
was to liave something to do with the elections; he said to try and control the elec-

tions ; but I am not clear about tliat.

Question. And he undertook to divulge the secrets of the organization throughout?
AnswtT. Y(>s, sir; he undertook to show that there was an organization in tlie State

of Alabama nund)ering thousands, aud an organization in the State of Georgia number-
ing thousands, and that their oineet was of a political nattire, to keep the negro in

sulijectiou
;
just a great, long-win(kd tab?.

Question. Was there any i)roof elicited before the examiniug judge as to the character
of this man, or did you content yourself with just ascertaining his character?

Answer. Force in giving histestinu)uy did not testify against the men 1 represented;
I was not representing the Ku-Klnx organization, only men who professed to be inno-

cent; we were not defenduig the orgainzation, and lie did not give any testimony
against the man I represented. I <lid not cross-examine him, and did r.ot introduce
any testimony to show what kind of a man he was, Ibr I did not conceive it necessary.

I must confess 1 saw the investigation was ratlier taking a political turn, and I did
not feel disposeil to go into that. We probably would liave done so, as I l)elong to the
opposite side, but we did not for a long time ; I saw what Governor Parsons was up
to; I discov(;red lliat.

Question. His object was to implicate
Ansiver. Governor Parson's object was, as I conceived—of course ho wanted to find

out who were engaged in hanging those men, but at the same time he wanted to show
to the North that there was a secret organization <b)wn there, having for its object to

co!itrol the negro vote, or to prcsvent tln.'m from voting. In other words, he wanted to

get up something, as 1 conceived, for the northern mind to feed on; to have something
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to keep up the excitement. My courts were going on, and the fact is, I did not have
time to go into it. As an evideuce of that, at the end of each week, I jjroposed that

the investigation should stop, and we would enter into a bond for any amount his

honor might indicate for our appearance at court. Governor Parsons invariably

declined, and insisted that the investigation should go on.
' Question. Nobody placed the slightest reliance upon the evidence of this man Force ?

Amswer. No. sir; I do not think Judge Peters did. Judge Peters was sent there for

the purpose of investigating this matter, and bringing to justice the men who had
committed that outrage. He was. assisted by the sheriff of the county and by General
Crawford's troops ; he had a squadron of cavalry and a company of infautry. If he
had believed that this man Johnson had been a party to it, why, of course, it was his

duty to see that the necessary requisition was made upon the governor of Georgia, or

to have sent this cavalry up there and brought Johnson down, for he was not more
than live or six miles across the line.

Question. There was no direct evidence implicating any of the persons on trial in the
crime?
Answer. None in the world—yes, there was this negro, Oliver Dnke, who testi-

fied that he was in the hotel, and that the leader of the Klan was riding a chestnut-
sorrel horse with a white face ; that he gave a loud war-whoop, and said, " Now for

Paytona," or something of that sort ; I do not know that that was it. He said he
believed the man who gave that whoop was a man by the name of Estes ; I do not
remember his given name; he was one of the parties on trial.

Qutsfion. He was one of the parties under arrest ?

Answa: Yes ; well, we showed that when they returned they went by the hotel under
whip and spur.

Question. That no such scene as the negro described—

—

Answer. That his halting in front of the hotel and hallooing did not take place.

Well, I have got it into my head that ho was going to swear, " Now for Paytona ;" but
I do not know whether he'did or not. At any rate, lie said he recognized Estes's horse,

and that he knew the loud, shrill halloo of Estes, and that he believed the man in front,

one of the parties on the trial, was Estes. To otfset that we showed that when they
returned from the hanging they went by the hotel at a fast gallop.

Question. The result was that no bill was found against any of these parties 1

Answer. None against any of them.
Question. And none against any other party, unless against this man Johnson, on the

testimony of Force ?

Answer. He was the only party implicated directly.

Question. And notwithstanding that, no elibrt was made to secure his person, or to
bring him to trial ?

Answer. None at all.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Just there a moment ; how long before the time Force testified was it that
he had shot Johnson i

Answer. It probably might have been three weeks before that ; but I think be came
down immediately after he shot Johnson, and represented, as it was supposed, that it

was necessary for him to have protection, that he did not know but they would go for

bim for shooting Johnson.
Question. Did he suppose at the time he left there that he had killed Johnson ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; he no doubt thought he had killed Johnson.
Question. And he rexiorted that to the troops ?

Answer. I do not think he told them anything about his shooting Johnson : he came
down there and reported to the commander of the troops that he wanted troops to
arrest West, the man who had been guilty of a rape upon his daughter, and against
whom a true bill had been found ; he wanted to carry him from one jail to the other

;

that can be done by making an afddavit that the jail is insecure.
Question. He came down there and got into communication with Governor Parsons ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What I want to get at is this, whether or not Force, after shooting John-
son and believing that he had killed him, thinking that a dead man could tell no tales,

came on down and manufactured this story on Johnson; and told it to magnify him-
self?
Answer. It was rumored when he got down there that Johnson was not expected to

live ; and he went to Governor Parsons and, of course, told him these tales.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. You say you did not attempt to show his character in court, because it was
unnecessary to save your clients ?

Answer. Of course.

Question. Did you not provide yourself with testimony in regard to his character ?
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Anntcer. Yes, sir; I had a letter written to where he resided for the purpose of ascer-
taiuiug- who he was, fearing that he would testify to soiuethiug against my men ; and
I was informed hy one of my clients, whose name Avas Keith, and who feared he would
say something about him, as he had been in conversation v.ith him, that he could get
plenty of witnesses to prove that he was a man of no standing in tlio connnuuity, and
that his testimony was entitled to no weight. But as lie testiiied nothing in reg'ard to
our men, of course we do not care aboiit assailing his character.

Question. Simply because it was unnecessary i

AnsKcr. Tes, sir.

Qucsiioi). If it had been necessary, his character, as yon understand, was assailable?
Answer. Yes, sir. Since that I have also vmderstood from other men besides my client

that he is a man of no standing in the community at all.

QueMion. L)o you know anything in reference to whether there is any opposition
among the negroes to any of their race voting the democratic ticket ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Quesiion. How is that opposition evinced?
A7isiecr. Where I live the white population is about three to one ; in the town itself

it is about equal. There are a few negroes in our section of the country who seem in-
clined to vote the democratic ticket, but they do not announce it ])ublicly. They will
come to us and say that they want to vote that ticket, but that they do not want to
have it known : that they are afraid of those of their color. I only know of one demo-
cratic negro in the county getting into diflicnlty ; I think they whipped him there ; but
that was a fair fight, that is about all. They are afraid of each other about that; there
is no doubt about it. In our county, in the last election, I think that we got probably
from twenty-five to seventy-five colored men to vote with the democratic party, npou
the ground that they were tired Avith the way things were going on—that their expecta-
tions had not been realized. Then, in addition to that, there was quite a number Avho
did not vote at all. It was something novel and ucav to them at first, and they were
prompt to vote ; they would order them to go up to the village and A'ote, and they
would go in there, three or four hundred of them ; nearly all in the county would center
there to vote ; they would obey the orders of their chiefs promptly. But we have had
a great many elections, and they do not reap any results, they do not gather any fruit

from it, and now they do not attend the elections as Avell as they formerly did, and
they do not attend public meetings as they did formerly.

The great Ku-Klux raid at Huntsville, wliicli was paraded before
the country as conclusive evidence of the extent and political character
of the organization, proved to be a tissue of gross exaggerations. It

was pretended that a republican meeting Avas broken up by a band of
disguised men ; tliat Judge Thurlow and a large number of others were
killed by them. In short, all sorts of horrible tales Avere told to in-

flame tlie mind of the people of the North against the States of the
South, in consequence of the atrocities committed by the Ku-Khix at

Uuntsville. A sub-committee was sent there, and while the majority
Lave seen iit to submit their report without waiting for the evidence
taken there to be printed, we assert, without fear of successful contra-

diction, that there was not a shot tired by the Ku-Klux, uor was there
a disguised man at or in sight of tlie place where the shooting' was
done. Tije republicans were holding a meeting in the court-house, the
Saturday before the November election, in ISOS, more than three years
ago ; there was a large crowd of colored men in attendance ; most of theui
were a.rmed. There was at that time a baud of disguised men in that
region. The uegroes had announced in their sjjeeches that if any Ivu-

Klux dared to show themselves in town on the day of their meeting they
would shoot them down. About sundown, the Ku-Klux rode into

Jown, and, without halting or saying a word, rode i)ast the court-house
squju'c; no shot was lired, and nothing was said till they had i)assed

and gon.e out of sight, when a gun or pistol was hred, iierhaps accident-

ally, from the crowd of negroes at the court-house. A panic ensued

;

nuiny shots were lired ; Judge Thurlow and several others were killed

and wounded. Order was soon restored, and the matter ended. Gen-
eral Knger, the then military commander at Uuntsville, investigated the

facts carefully. Judge liaroldsou, the districtjudge, caused a thorough
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investigation to be made by liis graiul jury, and the result was, that

the whole matter was dro])ped, because it was evident the killing and
woundiug- was done by accidental shots fired in the panic, by the armed
blacks in the court-house yard.

Judge Dox, the present member of Congress from Huntsviile, when
called before the committee sitting in Washington, speaking of this

ati'air, said:

lu 1868, in Huntsviile, there was a large meeting of tlie repnblicaus, colored people,

and it was .said (I was not there ; I live eight miles from Huntsviile) that the Ku-Kins
went into town, and at the very apprehension of them, without seeing them or without
l)eing interfered with, those fellows at the meeting began to lire, and they killed one
another indiscriminately; some seven or eight were killed by the firing among them-
selves. The Ku-Klux had nothing to do with the killing ; they were away off in

another place. But they were terrible-looking fellows. I have heard people say that
they never saw persons who could drink so much water; that oue of them could
drink a whole bucket of water. In other words, they touched upon the superstition

of the colored iieople by maiiiug it apiiear that they were the siiirits of the confederate
dead.

While the affray, riot, panic, or whatever it may be called, was wit-

nessed by a large number of the most intelligent republicans in Huuts-
^ ille, the majority of the sub-committee saw tit, for reasons not very
obvious, if a truthful statement of the i^icts to lay before Congress and
the country was desired, to decline to call any of the intelligent gentle-

men who saw it all, and could haxe told it all as it occurred, i)reterring

to rely on the statements of an ignorant old negro, a portion of whose
testimony we quote, to show what sort of evidence is relied on to

blacken the character of a whole community :

Extract of testimony of George Boiler, colored.

# « « • * # «

By Mr. Beck :

Question. George, I understood you to say last evening, on dh-ect examination, that
you were one of the men making speeches here on the Saturday evening of the riot?

Ansiccr I didn't make speeches on that Saturday evening, but before that, at the
tiuie General Callis and Captain Applegate were running for Congress ; that is

tiie time I was making speeches. The time when the general speeches were made here
I was listening.

Question. Did you not say you were making speeches in the court-house the evening
that the riot took place ?

Ansiccr. No, sir, not that night. I said I was making speeches here, and the people
owed me a grudge for the 8i)eech I made to the colored jDeople outside of the coiu't-

house.
Question. That speech had been made neai-ly a year before ?

Answer. It was made just before General Callis was elected.

Question. "Was he not elected in February, 18G8—in the eai-ly jiart of the year?'
Answer. Well, sir, I coi;ld not recollect.

Question. At the time the constitution of Alabama was voted out
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the time I made the speech. •

QueMion. Was not Grant's election iu November, 18G8 ?

Answer. Yes, sir; and that is the time I came and listened.
Question. You did not make a si^eech that day '?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Nor that night ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Who was it offered you your hat full of money to vote the democratic
ticket?

Answer. Nobody. I told the boys around :
" Boys, have good principles ; hold your

head np right, for if I was offered to-day my hat full of money for my piiuciple, I
would not sell it."

Question. You said, " I wouldn't tell a lie for nothing, for I refused my hat full of
nujuey to vote on the other side." Why did you make that statement yesterday ?

Answer. Well, sir, you misunderstood me fa'irly. I said to the colored peojile'that I
wouldn't take my hat full of money. I refused my hat full of money for my princi-
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pies; that is -n-hat I say. You misuuderstood me entirely, and misunderstood me so far

as to say I made a speech up here iu the court-room. I was si)ealiiiig outside the day
General Callis and Mr. Applegate was running, and then I said, " Hold up your head,

for I wouldn't take it, and I refuse my hat full of money for my principles ;" but no
man oftered me that.

Qucaiion. Can you read or write ?

Ansicer. No, si]".

Question. How do you get your information sufficient to be v., political teacher ?

Answer. Well, sir, from going and seeking to God for Avhat little wisdom 1 have

—

mother's wisdom ; I have got no learning. I havn't learning as much as a school-boy,

but seeking to God night and day for what little I have got, and I wouldn't tell you
uor no man a lie, for 1 have been tried ; and the reason I said so, was because the boys
were doubtful, and didn't know what way they were going, and that is the time my
mother's wisdom came in, and I said, "Boys, come here and vote the ticket right, for

this morning I wouldn't take my hat full of money for my principles."

Question. Being unable to read or write, and having none of the ordinary sources of
obtaining infornuition, you looked to the Lord for it and got it ?

Ansuer. Yes. sir.

Question. The Lord heard your prayers ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I can tell you where he fetched me.
Question. Where?
Ansicer. He fetched me from hell's dark door to the marvelous light, so that things

I thought in sinful days, when I came to the light of God I said all that is fallen back
of me, and now I start myself right before everybody.

Question. Do you know any other cases of colored people in this laud where the Lord
has instilled political knowledge into them?

Answer. Yes, sir. Many has come tlirough the way and some of them said, the Lord
sent them to preach the Gospel, but they can't read or write.

Question. I can understand how he interferes with X'reaching, but what object did
you think he had iu interfering with politics, and filling your mind with political

wisdom ?

Answer. Because why. I fought for my liberty and have been all through the Army,
and what did my ca^jtain and colonel tell me? " George," he said, "the day you are

turned out of service be right, be pure to God, and just to all men. Hold up your
head, touch not and handle nothing of the unclean thing."

Question. Do you not think Colonel Callis was the Lord that jiut the political wis-
dom in your head ?

Answer. No; sir ; I don't think that Colonel Callis did; but mostly J was with Colonel
Johnson that fought our Army.

Question. Whatever you know outside of what the Lord gave you, you picked up
from other people's talk ?

Answer. Not much from other people because they can't learn me.
Question. You cannot read or write ?

Answer. But the pureness of heart must come from God.

Question. Do you understand why you, a person unalilo to read and write, and
indicted as you were, should be selected here now after all that in^tstigation, in prefer-

ence to everybody else, to tell this conunittee what occurred on that night ?

Ansioer. No, sir ; I can't read or write.

Question. Do you know any reason why you should be selected to inform Congress
and the country in relation to that affair, in ju'eference to all the intelligent men of
this conimuuity ?

Answer. To tell the truth about it.

Question. Do you know why you should be selected in preference to everybody else?

Ansicer. Well, sir, you are rather high on that; selected how?
Question. Why yon were selected or chosen to come hero and enlighten Congress and

'

the ])eople on that riot.

Answer. Because I think it stands in need of every nura, even you, if you have a
child, and you see he is not going right, tc^correct him to do right; and just the same
if the jjcople is not right, and I know a little more than they do, I tell them.

Question. Yoii think you know a little mor<' Ihan other pcojjle?

Answer. No, sir. I know a little more of our race, and nuiny of them don't know
nothing. It is no more than any gentleman would do, seeing a child in the streets

and not knowing its way, would go and tell it.

Question. Was not Mr!^ Figures here, the editor of your paper, who might have been
called ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was not Colonel Nicholson Davis here present at the meeting on that day?
Amicer. Yes, sir ; Nick Davis is here.
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Question. "Was Bot a large number of very intelligent reiiublicans i:)resent at that
meeting—white men ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

QuestiGn. Men who could read and write, and advise themselves from the sources of
information from which you were cut oft ?

Amiccr. Yes, sir.

The only case that occurred in Georgia wliicli created mncli general
excitement was tlie killing of Dr. Dardeu, of Warren County, by a band
of men in disguise. That was charged to have been a political assas-
sination. Great excitement prevailed for some time. Immense rewards
were offered by the govei'nor for the discovery of the perpetrators. One
John C. ]S'orris, who had been sheriff of the county, appeared before the
committee in Washington, and testified to gross outrages having been
perpetrated on himself because of his loyalty, as well as to the political

tend which caused the assassination of L)r. Dardin by the Ku-Klux. In
his testimony, however, he developed that lie had been guilty of shame-
ful extortion as an officer, and had been arrested for misconduct of the
grossest character, by order of General Terry, and we determined to
investigate that matter further. We accordingly summoned General
A. E. Wright, of Augusta, editor of the Sentinel, a gentleman of high
character and gxeat intelligence. When questioned as to the killing of
Dr. Dardeu, and the character and the conduct of Xorris, he said

:

Question. We have had before us a witness who was at one time the sheriff of that
couuty, and he gave us a number of cases of outrages committed there. The witness
named was J. C. Norris.

Ansivcr. I know him very well, and I have known him twenty years. He was a
shoemaker in Warreuton before the war.

Question. He spoke particularly of Dr. Darden. I want you to give us the facts rela-

tive to the killing of I)r. Darden, the causes that led to it, his political status, and all
you know about it.

Ansiver. I think it has been thi'ee years since Dr. Darden was killed ; if I am not
mistaken, it was in 18G8. That was not a political difficulty at all ; the facts of that
case are about these

Question. Was not Dr. Darden a republican ?

Ansiccr. No, sir ; Dr. Darden was a democrat.
Question. Was Wallace an editor ?

Ansieer. Yes, sir ,• an editor of the newspaper there.
Question. What means have you of Imowing that Dr. Darden was a democrat ?

Answer. I knew him very well ; I havehisown word for it. I was in correspondence
with him just before his death ; lie was a subscriber to my paper.

Question. If Mr. Norris spoke of him as a leadiiig republican, he was very much mis-
taken ?

Ansicer. I cannot suppose that Mr. Norris would have said that Dr. Darden was a
leading republican.

Question. If he did say so he was mistaken ?

Ansicer. 0, most decidedly he was.
Question. Go on with your statement of the case.
Ansicer. That was not a political difficulty; there was no politics in it at all; they

were both of the same party. As I understand the facts, Dr. Darden had applied to
join a Masonic lodge in that town, of which Wallace was a member, a little over a
year previous to the killing, and had been rejected; two black balls had been thrown
against him. Ho waited until a year had passed ; I believe, by the rules of that fra-
ternity, a person has to wait a year after rejection; lam not' familiar with it. At
least he waited until some of his friends, and conspicuously Dr. Neeson, informed him
that the opposition to him on the part of those two members who had black-balled
him before had been overcome; they disclosed to him that Wallace was one ; the other
name has escaped my mind, I cannot recollect it. But they represented to him that
both had withdrawn their opposition, and that if he would renew his application, he
would be admitted. The application was renewed, and with the same result as in the
case of the original application ; he recci^ed two black balls.

Question. Dr. Darden was again black-balled ?

Ansicer. His second application received the same result, two black balls.
Question. I want to call your attention to tliis to see if you may not be mistaken.

My recollection is, that Mr. Norris testified before us that Walhice" had applied to the
lodge for admission, and that he had been black-balled, as he believed, by Dr. Dardeu

;
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that thereupon he severe that he woiild kill Daixleu for black-balling him. That is not
true, is it f

Aiimccr. I think Norris is mistaken.
QuestioH. It Avas Darden Avho was black-balled and not Wallace ?

Ansicer, That is my recollection. And then Darden became very violent, snpposing
he had reason to be, having been assured that this opposition to him had been with-
drawn. He thought he had been exposed by the duplicity of Wallace, to having hia
name again rejected ; he thought he had been outraged, aud he was very indignant
and very abusive. Wallace edited a little paper in town, aud there was some corre-

spondence between them on the subject, and a very bitter feeling was gotten up on
account of the rejection of Dr. Darden, aud his conception of the bad treatment he
had received from the hands of Wallace and this other gentleman. That went on for

some time, and the controversy was very acrimonious tiud very bitter. Finally Dr.
Darden shot Wallace.

Question. State the circumstances of that, because we have had some controversy
about the circumstances connected with that killing, aud we want to know them as

you understand them.
Answer. The facts, as I understand them, are these : that early in the morning, as

Wallace was standing on his stoop, at his offlce-door, Darden walked down the street

apparently in search of him, with a doulde-barreled gun in his hand ; that before Wal-
lace saw him or knew of his presence, Darden fired on him, and then fired the second
time, killing him. It was a cold-blooded assassination, aud so considered by the peo-
ple there.

Question. Was it generally believed by the people to be an assassination ?

Answer. Yes, sir; a cold-blooded, premeditated assassination.

Question. The shot was fired without Wallace seeing him?
.Answer. Ye^, sir. There had been that provocation which I have stated to you, that

feeling of Darden that he had received an outrage at the hands of Wallace.
Question. Consequent upon that killing, what was the condition of the people there;

what was their feeling about it ?

Answer. The people were very much outraged. It is a very peaceable community,
and the people were very much outi'aged. Darden was put in jail for his protection,

but that night some people there went and took him out of jail, and killed him, to give
it to you in a few words.

Question. Was there any particular attempt made that night to kill Non-is ?

Answer. None that I ever heard of.

Question. Did you ever hear of disguised men going to his house, and hunting for him
that night, in order to murder him ?

Answer. No, sir.#*#»#•#
Question. What is the general character of Norris in your community ?

Answer. Well, before the war, Chai^ Avas a pretty good boot-maker ; he lived in the
toAvn, and u)ade shoes for the iieople. I remember that on one occasion there AA-as a
case in court, in Avhich he was a material Avituess, aud his credibility was attacked
and successfully attacked by the leading citizens there, who swore that they Avould nut
belicA^e him on his oath. He has ueA'cr been a man of any standing or respectability
there AvhatcA-er.

Qucsiioiu Was he successfully impeached as a man not to be believed on oath, even
before the war ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; this case occurred before the war, or perhaps about the beginiung
of the war—no, I think it Avas aa lar back as 1858 or 18Ji). lie has been considered
rather a worthless sort of character about town.

Question. Is that his general character uoav ?

Answer. O, yes.

Question. That he is a man not worthy of belief on his oath ?

Answer. I do not tliink you Avould find a dozen men in his county AA'ho would say
they AA'ould believe him on his oatli. I do not say that because of the fact that he be-
longs to the republican party ; I think that Avas the case before the Avar.

While tlic killing of Dr. Darden by Kii-Klux or disguised men Avas

a great outrage, it liad no political signilieance; it was simply a violent
popular outbreak, caused by tlie cold-blooded, deliberate assassination

or a respectable citizen by ii member of his own political party. The
only thing in it is the committee managed to lind a witness who was
willing to distort the facts, in the person of Chap Norris, who, being
more intelligent, was more culi)able than the poor ignorant old fool,

George Koi)er, who tried to pervert and distort the lluntsville affray

into a great political conspiracy. When the testimony taken before the
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sub-coin niittee in Georgia is printed, we may liave more to say as to

that State. We will now pass to the great riot at Meridian, Mississippi,

which, having been the subject of both legislative and judicial investi-

gation, can no longer be tortured or perverted into a democratic con-

spiracy, as it was for a long time asserted to be. It proved to be just

the reverse. By reason of tlie infamous teaching of a set of unscrupu-

loas adventurers, the negroes in that region of the State were induced
tx) insult, threaten, and plunder the whites, until at last they were sus-

pected of attempting to burn the town of Meridian in the night. They
shot at and wounded the white people while endeavoring to ex-

tinguish the flames ; and when several of them were arrested and
brought before the court charged with riotous conduct, one, of their

leaders shot the judge on the bench, which, of course, was followed by
retaliation.

William G. Ford, a lawyer from Meridian, was called before the com-
mittee, and testified as follows :

Aiiswa: Well, to go back to the origin of it, General Ames, -wliile provisional j^ot-

ernor of the State, appointed a man Ijy the name of AVilliam Stur<;fs mayor, ami iu

doing so removed a man named William Cathey. Cathey is an old citizen—a man
noted for his integrity as a man. He was of the same politics as Sturges ; both Avere

republicans. Cathey was removed, as has always been understood, at the request of the

colored population. Sturges, by his general conduct as mayor, seemed to regard himself

as the peculiar guardian of the colored population, and administered the duties of his

otiice apparently iu their iulerest more than that of the white persons. It is said by the

citizens—I do not know the fact personally, but it has always been charged—that he
furnished the negroes with arms ; that he kept a quantity of guns and amraunition in

his store; and I know from my own knowledge that very soon after the time he was
mayor, up to the time he left, there was a use of fire-arms at night about the town that
I never knew before. The citizens were kept constantly uneasy by the firing of guns
at night; it was a very common thing. Sometimes a dozen guns would be fired in

rapid succession. The firing was located to a great extent about his own house or his

brother's house, where he lived. The policemen and the aldermen were appointed by
him. The policemen were haif, or more than half of them, colored men. Well, that
thing kept the citizens uneasy. After he had been mayor a year, perhaps, more or
less—I cannot recollect precisely—a man came there by the name of Price, from Sum-
ter County, Alabama. He came there and commenced teaching school among the
colored people. From that time up to the riot, on account of the conduct of the col-

ored population, and the influence, as it was charged, (and that is my opinion,) that
was exerted upon the people by Sturges and Price, their conduct so far as order was
concerned was very much changed. On the 4th or 5th of last month, one of them,
by the name of Clopton, had been to Jackson to see Governor Alcorn ; I do not know
what he went for, but soon after he came back they called a meeting in the court-

house. I vv'as not present at the meeting. It is said there were two or three hundred
persons there. Clopton, another colored man named Warren -Tyler, and one by the
name of Aaron Moore, made speeches. It was said by the witnesses in court, at the
trial of Clopton, Tyler, and Moore, that their speeches were of an incendiary character;

that they were very violent and abusive, and that some of the speakers threatened to

burn the town. Tlie meeting adjourned about dark, or a little before, and about dark,

it may have been a little after dark, the town caught fire. I reside just outside the
corporation, and I did not come into town until perhaps half or three-^iarters of an
hour after the fire began. AVhen I rode into town, I I'ode down to where some build-

ings were burning, and some goods were being taken out of the store of a young man
named Hurlbutt, and the store of Theodore Sturges, a brother of William Sturges.

Vvhile standing there, I heard some one cursing behind me, saying he would haul
Slurges's goods whether he got pay or not ; that if they wanted to fight he was ready
to fight ; that, danm it, they had been wanting aiight long enough. I turned my horse
aruuiid and looked. It was this colored man naiued Bill Clopton, or Bill Dennis, as he
is called by some persons. He was hauling the goods. Not long after that the district

attorney, Mr. Walker, came to me while I was sitting on my horse, and said, from indi-

cations he had observed, and from the conduct of the colored population, he thought
there was dan.ger of an attack that night, or some trouble. I told him I had not seen
anything excej^t hearing tins negro make that remark. There was nothing more said,

and he went off. About an hour after that, when the fire had been stopped, I Avas

looking down the street. I saw the flash of a pistol three times. The pistol was fired

off about one hundred yards from me, in the street, where there were a great many '



480 REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

persons. About twenty or thirty yards from it there was another pistol fired. I saw
a ueyro policeiuau run over to where the hist pistol was lired, andjjrcseutly the circuit
attorney, Mr. Walker, came by where I was, and the deputy sheriff was Avithhim. He
remarked to nie, " I told you that I thought there would be a disturbance here to-
night, and I believe it was Clopton wdio lired tliat pistol." He then told me that
he thought so, from the faet that while ho was standing in the street with the
deputy sheriff, Clopton caine up to three negroes, and remarked to them, " Como
and get your guns ; there is going to be trouble here to-night ; we are going to be
attacked.'' The freedmen were rather slow to go, and he urged them to go. They started
off' Avi til him, and the deputy sheriff', as he said, remarked to him that there was
one of those negroes whom he knew, a very good negro, and he thought it his duty
to call him back. The district attorney told him he thought so too, and he called
him back. When they called him back, they asked him what Clopton had said
to him. He said that Clopton had told them to go out there and get their arms, that
they were going to be attacked. A few minutes after that I went home. I saw noth-
ing more of what occurred. I learned that Clopton was afterward knocked down by
somebody, and was under arrest in the hands of the sheriff' that night. Next moming,
Sunday morning, I came to town. There was a great deal of excitement in town, and
I was asked by some citizens to write an affidavit and have Warren Tyler and Aaron
Moore arrested and prosecuted. I do not know whether they asked me to have Clop-
ton arrested or not. A man by the name of Dunn, who heard the speeches, came to
me and detailed what he heard at the meeting. Others also told me, and I wrote an
affidavit charging them with incendiary language in an unlawful assembly, or rather
with using such language as would bring about a riot or breach of the peace.
At 2 o'clock Judge Branilette, who was a justice of the peace, (he Avas called judge

because he had formerly been a probate judge,) opened his court in the court-house,
and Warren Tyler, William Clopton, or IJennis, and Aaron Moore were brought in.

Qiiefilioji. Were you jireseut at the hearing?
Answer. Yes, sir; I represented the State prosecutor. ' The district attorney was off

attending court. I read the affidavit and asked them AA-hat they had to say. Clopton
said that if it referred to anything he did on Saturday night, he Avas drunk and did not
know anything he did on the Saturday of the fire. Aaron Moore said he did not know
he had done anything Avroug. Tyler just said, I belicA^e, that he was not guilty. The
trial had progressed about an hour. I had examined four or Aa'C witnesses. INIr. James
Brantley was called as a witness. Among other things I asked him what he had heard
Tyler say on that day with reference to the meeting that was held in the court-house.

He said he heard Tyler say that the Avhite people Avere getting scared, or something of
that kind ; he said he had heard Tyler say so to tAvo or three other freedmen in his

presence ; and I think ho said that he told him it Avas not so. I do not recollect what
lie said exactlj^. I then asked the defendant, Tyler, if he had any question to ask him,
and I think he asked him one or two questions. I told the Avitness to take his seat.

Tyler asked him to get up, and then he turned his face to the justice of the peace and
said, " I want three colored men summoned to impeach your testimony."

Question. Tyler said this to the justice of the peace ?

Answer. Yes, sir. In saying it he looked at Brantley. Brantley asked him what he
said, and he repeated it. Brantley then started to him Avith a stick, or he picked up
the city marshal's stick, which was lying on the table in front of him, and started to

Tyler.
By Mr. Cobuen :

Question. Describe the stick.

Answer. It was an ordinary •walking-cane. The marshal reached np and caught
Brantley. The marshal Avas sitting on my left.

By the Chairman :

Quesiiov. Jfed Brantley start as if to strike?

Answer. He took u]i tlie stick and stnrted to him. Tyler was as far off as from hero
to that door, [illustrating.] I'iie marshal reached up and caught Brantley by tlie arm.
Tyler, avIkmi Brantley started to him, got up out ol'his chair, put his hand around, as I

thought, to draw a iiistol ; but somebody then passed betAveeu me and Tyler, and 1 did
not sec him any more.

Question. From the manner in which Brantley took up the stick and started toward
Tyler, Avere you impressed Avith the idea that he intended to attack him ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. State, in feet, the distance that Tyler was at that moment.
Answer. About tAvelve feet.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Tyler Avas twclA'c feet from Brantley Avhcu the marshal laid his Laud on
Brantley and stopped him i
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Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. So that Brantley never -was witliiu striking distance of Tyler? i

Ansiirr. No, sir.

Question. When the marshal laid his hand on him, did Brantley cease making any
effort to get closer to Tyler ?

Answer. The marshartook hold of Brantley and stopped him. At that instant a pis-

tol Avas fired from about the door leading from the court-room into, the hall which led

to the sheriff's office.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was that the direction in which Tyler was when you last saw him ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir. Instantly there were from twenty-five to thirtj^ pistol-shots, mostly
in my rear. The crowd was behind me, except the otEeers of tlie court and some per-

sons to my left. I stooped down in front of my seat until nearly all the firing was over.

I then went out into the hall and into an office on the opi^osito side of the hall. When
the firing ceased 1 went back into the court-room. Judge Bramletto was lying near
tlie seat where he had been sitting; he was shot in the left temi^le and was dead.

Several of the witnesses testilied before Judge Leacbinaii tliat Tj'ler

sliot the judge, aud all seemed to agree that Sturgis took bim out and
furnished liim with the pistol a short time before the sliooting began.
Sturgis and a man named Price, who taught a colored school, seemed to

be the principal instigators of the strife between the whites and blacks

;

and before the time of the riot, Price had had a difficulty with a negro,

which is thus described by Mr. Ford :

Anstvcr. A deputy sheriff, a negro, came over to Meridian while Price was there and
arrested another negro who was indicted in Alabama, and took him and carried him
back. It was understood there that that was quite offensive to this man Price, aud
that the negro himself was objectionable to Price. The negro lived in the same town
Price came from. I do not recollect the negro's name.

Question. Which negro ?
'

Answer. The deputy sheriff.

By Mr. Vax Trump :

Question. Was liis name Aaron Kennard ?

Ansiver. Yes ; Aaron Kennard. It was understood that he was a democrat, (I do ivot

know anything about it,) and that he and Piice disliked each other very much, or at

least Price disliked him. Some time after that Aaron Kennard cahie over there again
—I do not know for what. He was s])ending the night at the house of a colored man,
and, as he charged. Price, with a number of negroes, disguised themselves, went to the
house, took him out of it and gave him a very severe beating, aud then let him go.

The next morning he was in town and went before a justice of the peace and made an
affidavit. He went to the district attorney, I think. The district attorney charged
Price with going in disguise to this man's house, taking him out and beating liim. The
charge was made under a statute framed especially to reach the Ku-Klnx. I recollect

now that the district attorney showed mo the affidavit.

Question. And that was in the alBdavit ?

Answer. That was in the affidavit. He showed me the affidavit and asked if I thought
that was sufficient under the statute. Price was arrested and taken before Bramlette,

a justice of the peace. They were not ready for trial, and ho gave bond for his ap-

pearance at some future day—four or five days afterward. On that day a number of
men from Alabama came over to Meridian, as they said, to see that Price was tried,

and gave as a reason for it that they understood Price had said that if tlie justice of

the peace, after hearing Ills case, committed him, he intended to resist and make the
fight right there. That is what was said.

How far the trouble which grew out of the quarrel between Pj ice aud
Kennard, and the part taken in it by the Alabamians, aggravated the

bad feeling which had sprung up, does not very distinctly appear ; but
at the meeting of colored men which was held the day preceding the

night on which the lire occurred the visit of the men from Alabama
was one of the leading topics of discussion.

Mr. Smith, a leading republican, Avho was clerk of the court, speaks
thus of that meeting

:

The mayor of our city, Mr. Sturgis, was also displeased with Mr. Price for leaving.

Ho had applied to the governor for a squad of Federal troops. The troops vrore sent

there, and he had commenced proceedings against prominent democratic citizens of the

town, accusing them of having invited these Alabamians into the State.

31 K K
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Question. The mayor did ?
*

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What was his name ?

Answer. William Sturgis. They got up a very bitter feeling toward him in the
community. I saw that the feeling was very bitter ; I knew tlie people very per-
fectly ; I have always lived there. I went to Mr. Sturgis and asked him, still in the
interest of peace, to resign his position ; he declined to do it. We then asked the
governor to remove him from the position, not because he was not a good officer, but
in the interest of peace. The prudent republicans there and some of the leading dem-
ocrats were anxious to preserve x^eace at all sacrifices. He became very indignant at
our asking the governor to remove him, and sent one or two of the leading colored men
to Jackson to see the governor in his interest, and to counteract the movement for his

removal. These colored men returned to our town on Friday, together with the colored
member of the legislature, Aaron Moore. I was not pleased with the appearance of
things. They called a meeting the next day, Saturday, the 4th of March, in the court-

house.

ByMr. Coburn:
Question. Who called the meeting?
Answer. The colored i)eople exclusively. They came to my office, which is in a room

adjoining the court-room, and told me the object of the meeting. They said it was
only to give expression to their feeling in favor of the mayor being retained at that

time. I saw no objection to that meeting. They proceeded with it, and the meeting
was continued for some two or three hours ; speeches were made there by as many aa
three of the leading colored men.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Name the tliree leading colored men, if you can.

Answer. Warren Tyler, William Dennis, alias Clopton, and J. Aaron Moore, a member
of the legislature from our couutJ^ They got a pn^tty good audience together. I was
in my room adjoining ; I did not go into the room where the speaking was going on.

By Mr. Vax Trump:
Question. Were you within hearing of the speaking there ?

AnsivcfT. I could not understand what was said from where I was ; I could hear the
talking and the speaking, but not distinguish the words. The audience became con-
siderably aroused and excited, and appeared to take great interest in the meeting.
Two or three white gentlemen who were in my office informed mo that the speeches
were such as were calculated to iuHame the feelings of the white people, or the dem-
ocratic people.

Question. And also to inflame the negroes; was that their idea too?
Answer. Yes, sir ; that it was arousing the negroes to a feeling against the white

people, or in favor of taking matters in their own hands. That is the way they stated

it fiom their stand-point.

By Mr. Stevicnson :

Question. AVere they democrats who gave you this information?
Ansiver. Some of them were, some were not ; one was a deputy clerk of mine. A

number of democrats dropped into the audience as the meeting progressed. I stepped
to the door at one time, and heard a few sentences of one of the speakers. I was satis-

fied myself that it would cause some trouble ; that the remarks of the speakers were
calculated to inflame the minds of the democratic hearers ; that, while there was nothing
really objectionable in the remarks, nothing but Avhat might have very properly been
said, yet, knowing the feelings of the peoi)le there, from their stand-i)oint, I was satisfied

it would get ui* considerable feeling.

By the Chairman:
Question. What was the tenor of the remarks you heard ?

Ansicer. It was to arm themselves and pre])are to resist the visits of those Alabama
men, who had come over there out of their State and taken away from our State three

or four colored men. That was the maiu point of the sentences tliat I hcjard. Wliilo

they might have had that right, still I know it was calculated to offend the wliites, and
to inflame tliein and raise a very bitter feeling.

Question. Was there any distur])ance or lireiieh of the peace at that meeting?
Answer. No, sir. I went to the sherifi" and suggested that the meeting ought to bo

fTiscontinued : that he should suggest its discontinuance. He did not do it, Iiowever.

llie meeting coutinuiul until about sundown that evening. About one hour later the

alarm of fire was given in an important part of the town, in the business part of the

city. The tire originated between the storehouse of the mayor and an adjoining store-

house, in a wooden building. The oxcitement was pretty high during the burning,

until as late as 12 o'clock at night.
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By Mr. Beck :

Question. How mucli of the city vras l)urncil?

Answer. Oae block of houses, about sis or eight stores.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Do you meau by a block a square, from one street to another?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Some time during the niglit after tlie riot at the Court-House, three
colored men were killed while under arrest by parties who have never
been arrested or discovered. The whole alfair was unquestionably
attributable to a set of bad men, who stirred up strife between the races
in order to keep control of the negroes; in that sense, and in that sens^
only, was it a i^olitical riot. The white men had everything to lose in

such a contlict, as all the property in the place belonged to them, and it

is clear from all the evidence that the great mass of them tried in every
jwssible waj' to preserve order and keep the peace.
North Carolina is one of the States in which the outrages of the

Ku-Klux are claimed to be most flagrant and most clearly established.

Many Avituesses were called from that State, and especially from the
county of Eutherford, and a condition of affairs were shown to have
existed there which every one must admit to be deplorable. The ques-
tion is who is responsible for the anarchy which has been brought about
in that region? In the examination made by the committee of the
Senate during the last Congress into the affairs of Xorth Carolina, it

was shown that Governor Holden attemi)ted to carry the elections by
declaring martial law in several counties and placing them under the
control of a military force commanded by Kirk and Bergen, two im-
ported cutthroats, who had graduated under Brownlow, in Tennessee.
The effect of this atrocious attempt is well described in the testimony
of Mr. H. W. Guion, a respectable lawyer from Charlotte, in that State.

(Page 257, Xorth Carolina testimony.)

By Mr. Bl.nji; :

Question. lu reference to the impeachment of Governor Holden : he was impeached,
tried, and convicted, a portion of the republicans voting with the democrats for his
eonvictiou ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; that is in the published journal of the trial.

Question. I knew these facts, but I wanted to get your evidence in regard to the
character of those republicans who voted with the democrats for his impeachment.
Answer. Well, sir, they were
Question. Were they men of standing? n

Answer. Men of standing—good men. I do not see how any of them, under the
clauses of the bill of impeachment, could say that ho was not guilty.

Question. Most of the senators, who were white men, voted with the democrats for
his conviction.

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. What was the particular charge upon which he was convicted ?

Answer. I xiresumeit was upon the habeas corpus charge.
Question. That is, for his refusal

Anmcer. It is what we call the liabcas corpus clause, his bringing out of the State
forces, enlisting them and equiiiping them, and sending them to Ala-mance to arrest and
imprison the parties there.

Question. And refusing them the benefit of the writ of habeas corpxis ?

Answer. Yes, sir. That was the chief cause of complaint against Holden which led
them to institute articles of impeachment.

Question. Was that the specitication upon which he was convicted?
Answer. I do not recollect. I think the specilicatiou upon which the largest vote

was given against him was i)erhaps for the arrest of Jo. Turner.

By Mr. Beck :

Question. He was a man who had denounced Holden somewhat ?

Auswer. Yes, sir ; he was editor of the Sentinel. I think it was on that count that
the largest vote was given ; I may be mistaken, but that is all published and i^rinted.

1 do not treasure up those facts.
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Question. It has been alleged that the articles upon whlcli he was convicted were not
of a very criminal character, but for some formal dereliction of duty rather than for

any violation of law in important particulars. How is that ?

Answer. Well, sir, I do not think there is any distinction. There were some "who
voted one way and some another, but I believe they all voted conscientiously. The
oue that Avas the greatest cause of trouble was the one I have just mentioned, his

assuming the right to enlist a force and arm it, to take njoney from the treasury with-
out any authority of law, to pay a force to go and arrest some of his old political

enemies, men whom it is said he personally hated; to take them and imprison them
without warrant. That made a great deal of excitement ; if it had not been for the
election we would have had civil war. North Carolina stands a great deal, but I think
we would have had fun last summer but for the election.

Question. His conviction could not have been had under your constitution, uulosa
several republicans had concurred in voting for that conviction ?

Ansivei: That is so ; but the strongest proof of the enormity of his conduct is the faci

that his conduct carried the State of North Carolina like a whirlwind; we would not
have had a two-thirds majority in the senate at all if it had not been for the indigna-
tion felt throughout the length and breadth of the State ; that whirled North Carolina
over in her politics ; there is no question about that.

Question. Did you have a democratic majority of two-thirds in the senate?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

QueMion. Does it require more than two-thirds to convict ?

Answer. No, sir; we had a very largo majority on some of the votes.

Question. On some of the votes you had the entire senate, with the exception of the
negroes, had you not ?

Answer. Yes, sir; but the change in the State is the best evidence of the indignation
felt and produced by Holden's iiolicy. The conservatives could not have wished for a
better lever to have operated in their own cause than Holden's conduct. He made a
grand mistake ; it was a political move of his, I have no doubt. The people of North
Carolina are a very law-abiding people

;
just let them kuow what the law is, and they

will submit to it, whether they like it or not. But when Holden took hold of the army
and of the puiso, and iindertook to hang and kill his old enemies just as he wished, it

aroused a great feeling, like the old Revolution. The people would not have submitted
to it ; it was with a great deal of difficulty that the thing was arrested. The day
when the court met in Raleigh we could have raised, as I understood, five hundred vol-

unteers in the form of a posse to go and take Kirk, who had refused to obey process.

Question. Who is Kirk 1

Anstver. He is said to bo a cut-throat from Tennessee.
Question. What has become of him ?

Answer. I do not know ; they let him get away from North Carolina among them.
Question. Who let him get away ?

Answer. Jo. Turner, and the other men after him ; they wanted to pursue him, to

prosecute him.
Question. Did they let him get away?
Answer. Well, the circuit- judge, Judge Bond, released him from imprisonment.

By the Chairmax, (Mr. Pool:)

Question. The United States circuit judge?
Ansivcr. Yes, sir ; he released him from imprisonment, and Kirk made his escape by

night.

The indignation of the people of Nortb Carolina having tlius foiled

the attemj)t by military force and martial law to maintain in ])ower

those M'ho had i)lundered the people of millions of property, it "was

hoped that peace would have been restored, and her impo\erished
people allowed a breathing spell, and an oi)portunity to restore their

ruined fortunes. Vain and delusive hope! Governor Ilolden had
indeed been overthrown and driven from ])o\ver, but there were other
oflicials in authority elsewhere, armed with greater power and equal
nialice against the afllicted people of the South. The same witness,

Mr. Guiou, says, (page 2oS :)

By Mr, BLAin

:

Question. Does not your law require that the oCQcers of your militia shall be eitizen.s

of th(! State ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The constitution and laws of the State authorize the governor to

call out the militia to enforce the laws ; l)ut we never considered this as militia ; they
were regularly enlisted troops. The militia are the body of the people, who are called
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out as they stand, Loth parties mixed together, so that it could uot be a political army,
This is a people's government.

Question. He has no authority to officer this force except ^^'ith citizens ?

Ansivcr. None at all.

Question. He has no authority to raise an armj-, and to appoint officers other than
citizens of the State ?

Ansivcr. That is all, those who are of the regular militia ; that is what is provided
by the constitution. The legislature attempted to give the power, but the legislature

had not the authority to give it to him. The legislature attempted to dehne an insur-
rection in such a way as to make it mean an entirely difierent thing from an insurre^3-

tieu as contemplated in the constitution. They undertook to authorize the governor,
whenever he judged that life and property were not secure in any county, to declare
that county iu a state of insurrection, and to raise militia and send them there.

QiKstion. I did not know that our Ku-Klus law had originated in North Carolina.
An.'^uxT. You cojiied it perfectly

;
your bill here is almost identical with the Sholfner

bill of tlie legislature of North Carolina.
Question. I am very glad to lind out where it originated.

Answer. I have several times remarked the resemblance between the congressional
Ku-Klux bill and our Shoffuer bill, as we call it.

Question. Heretofore we have been unable to find any precedent for it.

Answer. There is one in North Carolina, and you can find there the results that fol-

low upon it.

It will be seen that altliougli Holclen had been deposed, his spirit and
his very measures still survive, and are wielded by more powerful hands.
The measures which Holden attempted in Alamance County have since
been put in force throughout the South. The Ku-Klux law of the
present Congress, copied from the statutes of Isorth Carolina, and for

the same purpose of maintaining ijowerin the hands of the carpet-bag-
gers iu the South, have been put in force in North Carolina, and the
lesult is announced iu the following bulletin from the clerk of the United
States court to the Hon. John Scott, chairman of this committee :

Office United States Circuit Court,
Halciyh, November 27, 1871.

Sir: I have received your letter of the 2.jth instant, asking for a "statement of the
number of bills found under ' the enforcement act of 1870, and under the act to enforce
the provisions of the fourteenth amendment,' by the grand jury at the late term of the
circuit court of tdie United States, at Raleigh, North Carolina, stating the number of
defendants embraced in the bills, how many defendants were convicted, how many
plead guilty, and how many were acquitted;" and iu answer thereto I have the honor
to submit the following statement:
Under the acts of May 31, 1870, and April 20, 1871, above referred to, there were

found, at the last session of this court, 61 billsof indictment, embracing 763 defendants,
of whom 24 were convicted, 23 pleaded guilty, 13 were acquitted, nolle prosee^ui was
entered as to 9, and the others have not yet been tried.

In some instances the names of some of the defendants appear in several bills, and
when convicted in the first they pleaded guilty in the others.

I have the honor to be, very respectfuUv, your obedient servant,

N. J. RIDDICK, CUrTc.
Hon. John Scott,

Uni-ted States Senate, JVaslmujton, D. C.

Most, if not all, of these indictments against seven hundred and
sixty-three defendants were procured in Eutherford County, and one
or two other counties immediately adjacent ; nearly all originated in a
personal feud between members of a family known as Biggerstaft^—

a

feud which was fanned into a flame that involved nearly the whole
county of Eutherford by the misconduct of an ignorant, incompetent,
and corrupt radical judge, named George W, Logan. We will let the
witnesses who testified before the committee tell their own story of
the origin and progress of this quarrel and the manner in which a
private and personal feud was made to assume such proportions as to
cause the indictment of seven hundred and sixty-three individuals before
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tlie courts of tlie United States in the district of Kortli Carolina. We
give first the testimony of David Scliencli:, of Lincoln County, a liiglily

respectable and intelligent lawyer. (Page 360, North Carolina evidence.

By Mr. Blaiu :

Question. I suppose you know the history of the Bigjijerstaff case ?

Answer. There has been a j^reat deal said about the Biggerstaft" case, and I presumed
I would bo asked about it wlieu I Iclt home. I therefore applied to Mr. John F. Hoke,
attorney for Mr. Biggerstafi", for the facts, and I can give you the facts as he gave theui

to me.
Question. Who was he attorney for ?

AnsuxT. He was attorney for Aaron Biggerstaflf, the one charged with shooting at

Sam Biggerstait'. I know nothing of the facts myself.

Question. Give the facts he stated ?

By the Chairman :

Question. Is it a written statement made by the gentleman you refer to?

Answer. Yes, sir. I did not know which side 1 was summoned by, but I supposed
these things would be referred to, and I therefore prepared myself. I can give tliat

statement. My information is derived fi-oni Colonel John F. Holce, who was an attor-

ney in the case. I can state that from memory, but here is tlie paper.

By Mr. Blair :

Question. It has been usual here for witnesses to be allowed to testify to any iu-

formation they deemed reliable.

Answer. I was so informed. I consulted with Mr. Lyon, of Charlotte, who said I

would be asked not only what I knew, but what I had lieard. Supposing I would be
asked about these matters, and desiring to be accurate, I asked Mr. Hoke to give me
Bome of the facts. He practices in that county ; I do not. I never saw the Bigger-
stafis in my life.

Question. Give us the statement of Mr. Hoke.
Answer. It is his statement, not mine. I can give it about as ho gave it to me.
The CiiAiiiMAN. I would prefer that you should give your information from your

recollection, as we cannot have the author of the written statement here to cross-

examine him.
The Witness. Then I can only use it to refresh my memory, and will give it in my

own words.
Mr. Blair. It would be better to have the paper inserted than his recollection of

what is in the paper.
The questiou being upon the motion of General Blair, shall the witness read the

statement above referred to ? the motion was agreed to.

The Chairman. Go on and read the paper.

The Witness thereupon read the paper referred to, as follows :

" In the spring of 1870 Judge Logan issued a bench-warrant against Amos Owens,
Julius Fortune, William Baber, William Dupriest, Olin Carson, and Alexaniler Mclntyro.
In the examination before him, it appeared that a raid was made on Alvin Owens
and others some time in February, in the lirst part of the night. It was snowing. The
raiders called at one Magaly's, who was from home. Ou his return ho sent for Aaron
Biggerstaff and his sons-in-law, one Eamsey and Holland, and his nephew, and one
Webb Tony, and started in pursuit, tracking in the snow by moonlight. The track
was followetl around to the different places in the neighborhood, until tlie raiders had
separated. Before the Biggerstaff crowd separated, they went to the house of Sanmel
Biggerstaff, who is a half-brother of Aaron, between whom and Sam there is a foud
existing; and Magaly, without notice, broke down the door and lired into the room.
Samuel IJiggerstaff swore that if ho had been lying in his usual bed, he would have
been killed; that he, (Sam,) on the gun tiring, rushed to the door and cried out, 'Wliat
does this mean V As lie showed himself in tlie door, a gnu tired from the corner of the
house, nt.'xt to his kitchen, the ball passing across his breast and near to it, and struck
the opposite door-facing. Ou examination next morning, a track led from the corner
of the liouse, behind the kitchen to an apple-tree, and thence across the fence into the
lane ; and that all tlie othcu- tracks passed out at the gate of the yard. It was iu proof
that Aaron said that ho was in the yard, behind the kitchen, by an apple-tree, during
the time. His honor bound to court Amos Owens, Alexander Mclntyre, William Baber,
and William Dupriest each in the sum of $50U, and releascul Fortune and Carson. The
counsel for the (lelendants then insisted that Aarun Biggerstaff and his crowd should
bo bound to court for the assault <>u Sam. His honor bound them in the sum of $U)0
or $'J0O. At the trial in the fall, Aaron and his crowd were convicted and lined by his

honor, G. W. Logan, .$:>0 each. It was said that this disturbance in the neighborhood
v.'as caused by some of them reporting on others for illicit distilling."
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By Mr. B1.AIR

:

Question. Then yoxir understancling from Colonel Hoko was that this affair grew out
of a personal feud between the parties ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the most current statement. My understanding of the
origin of the difScnlty is—and I practice in Shelljy, which is the adjoining county to
Rutlierford—that there were some parties near Cherry Mountain engaged in illicit

distilling, who had reported on each other, which produced a feud, and this man
McGahey's wife had been ill-treated by them, and he tracked these parties and ono of
the tracks led toward Samuel Biggerstaffs house. Aaron Biggerstaff was in the party
jjiu'suing, and the understanding is that the ball fired from behind an apple-tree was
tired by Aaron Biggerstaff as he was going to his house. The balance of the crowd
went out at the gate and went somewhere else. It is my understanding that it is fixed
in the testimony that Aaron Biggerstalf fired that gun

Mr. Plato Durliam, of Cleveland County, a lawyer of eminence, says
in bis testimony, page 305, and following North Carolina evidence:

In February, 1870, 1 believe it was, Mr. Aaron Biggerstaif, with two or three other
parties, went to the house of his half-brother, Samuel Biggerstaif, and, as I am
informed by the attorney who defended the parties, del iberateb' fired several shots into
that corner of Samuel Biggerstafli''8 house where he usually slept, with the deliberate
purpose to kill. This was shown conclusively, as I learned from Mr. Caveniss, the
attorney who defended the parties. They were convicted of tlie crime in Judge Logan's
court in the county of Rutherford ; and he fined Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff", I believe, i^25

;

the other three men were fined from $15 to !j20 each ; I do not know exactly the amounts,
but they were insignificant. Those men were not imprisoned at all, but were turned
loose upon the community.

Question. Almost every witneas wo have had before iis from your section of the
country has had more or less to say about this Biggerstaff" case. Mr. Justice, I think,
testified that a shot was fired into Sam. Biggerstati's house by a man named IMcGahoy.
He spoke of only one shot having b(?en fired into the house. He said the evidence was
that McGaliey left the party, of whom Aaron Biggerstaff' was one, ran ahead to the
house of Samuel Biggerstaff", and fired a shot ; and that the balance of the party imme-
diately quarreled with him because of his impetuosity, and retired.

Ansioer. Well, sir, the attorney who defended these parties gave me a difftirent state-
ment. I did not hear the evidence myself.

Question. What was his statement ?

Ansicer. It was that there were three shots fired into the house ; that Aaron Bigger-
staff, Mr. McGahey, and I think, Aaron Biggerstaff's sou-iu-law, a man named Holland,
all fii-etl.

Question. Were the parties pat on their trial for firing into Sam. Biggerstaff's house ?

An^tver. They were.
Question. And convicted ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And a fine imposed by Judge Logan ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; $25 in the case of Aaron Biggerstaff", and $15 or $20 each in the
case of the others. I forget the exact amounts.

QucMion. What offense had Sam. Biggerstaff committed ?

Answer. I never heard of any.
Question. Was it not alleged that ho had been at the house of McGahey and insulted

his wife ?

Ansiver. 1 think that is what McGahey alleged; that he had found tracks in the
enow to Sam. Biggerstaff^'s house that night or the night before, I forget which.

Question. Was that true ?

Anstcer. I really do not know whether it was true or not. At any rate the parties
were never indicted.

Question. Was that evidence submitted on the trial toext-enuato the crime committed
by Aaron Biggerstaff"?

Ansivcr. I really do not know. I never hearij that it was. At any rate Sanniel Big-
gerstaff" was never indicted for going to McGahey's house. There were no indictments
against him in the courts.

Question. Was it this raid and the subsequent killing of Decatur De Priest by Mc-
Gahey that caused the subsequent attack upon Aaron Biggerstaff"?

Ansiver. I really do not know what caused it. But there has been, as I am informed,
and have reason to believe, a very bad state of feeling between Samuel Biggerstaff" and
his brother Aaron, ever since the close of the war—a lamily feud ; and from the time
of the sliooting into Samuel's house up to this time they have been bitter eneuues.
They have their friends on each side. Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff" is a republican, and
Samuel Biggerstaff" a democrat. Whether that has had anything to do witli the bad
feeling, or whether it is merely a family feud, I do not know; but I am informed that
it is a family feud which has been kept up ever since the war.
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Question. Between those two brotLors ?

Antncer. Between them and their friends.

Question. Aaron Bi<;gerstafF was attacked hy a body of men some time after this ?

Answer. Tbat is wliat is alleged, and I suppose it is true. That was, I believe, dur-
ing the present year—some time in March or April.

Question. And a number of men were arrested i'or that ?

Answer. Yes, sir, a number of men have been arrested.

Question. How many?
Ansivtr. 1 believe there had been about thirty-one arrested uj) to the time I left home,

for the attack on Aaron Biggerstatf.

Question. The first arrest was made under process from the State courts ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Judge Logan issued bench warrants on the aftidavits of ilr. Big-
gerstaff and liis daughter, Mrs. 'Norvilk?.

Question. Were the i)artie8 all held for trial ?

AnsH-er. They wore arrested and taken before Judge Logan and imprisoned two or

three days at Rutherfordton. It was about the liltli of April when they appeared be-

fore Judge Logan in Rutherfordton. They were ready for an examination ; but he did
not investigate their cases, but bound them over to appear in Juno.

Question. June of this yearf
Answm; Yes, sir ; he required them to enter into bonds of $590 each to appear before

him in May or June of this year. When they appeared before him at that time he still

was not ready to investigate their cases ; and he recjuired them to enter into bonds of
$500 each to appear before him again on, I think, the second Monday in July ; I forget

the exact date, Init it was some time in July. They have been bound over three times.
What disi)Osition has finally beea made of their cases in the State courts I do not
know.

Question. These parties were also arrested by tha United States authorities ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The same parties, or a number of them, have been twice arrested

by the Federal authorities. The affidavits u])on which the processes have been issued
have been ditferent every time. I tliink Mrs. Norville has made three or four affidavits

in the matter, and Aaron Biggerstalf three or four. At lea*it I understand it in that
way.

Question. I wish you would give the committee as distinct an account as you can of
the whole of this Biggerstaff feud from beginning to end.
Answer. I am not prepared to give, from my own knowledge, an account which can

be relied upon ; I can only state what I have heard.
Question. The committee does not require you in every case to state facts within your

own knowledge
;
you are at liberty to state any information iipon which you rely.

Ansiver. The facts, as I understand them, were given to me by the attorney of Mr.
Aaron Biggerstaff—the gentleman who defended him in his trial—and I think my
information is reliable. I understand that about the close of the war Mr. Aaron Big-
geretalfwas piloting the Federal cavalry around among his neighbors' farms, &c.,
hunting up their horses. I think that is, perhaps, what gave rise to the feud between
himself and his brother—that, perhaps, he took the Federal cavalry to his brother's

plantation, and that his brother's horses were taken. I think there has been a bitter

lend between them ever since, one thing leading to another. I only state this upon
information of parties who profess to know the facts. It is understood in the country,
by all parties whom I have heard speak of the matter, that it is a ])ersonal, family
quarrel-=-a family feud. As to the assault upon Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff, I know nothing.
Aaron Biggerstaff" swears that he was assaulted in his own house on or about the 8th
or 9th of April, I believe, bj' a band of disguised men, and that those men were his

immediate neighbors—Samuel Biggerstatf and others. These parties have been
indicted in the circuit court of the United States for the district of North Carolina,

and the indictment is now i>endiug. A special term of that court is a))i)()inted to be
held the second Wednesday of September for the trial of their cases and others.

Question. This McGahey affair has been testified to here as the first affair of that
kind which occurred in the county of Rutherford?

Answer. It is the first that I heard of. You mean the killing of Do Priest ?

Question. Yes, sir; the killing of Do tl'riest »ud the previous alleged assault upon
McGahey's family, which it seems led to the killing of i>o I'riest.

Ansu'er. Yes, sir ; that is what is alleged—that a party of men went to McGahey's
house the night before young Do l'ri((Ht was killed.

Question. Did you heiir the evidence in regard to this visit to McGahey's liousc ?

Ansicer. No, sir; I did not.

Question. Do you know tho circumstances in regard to it from reliable informa-
tion T

Answer. No, sir; I know nothing except that McGahey alleged that a party of nun
went to his house, and the next morning he went to tho honu) of young De Priest,

called him out and shot him, alleging that ho believed ho was one of tlie party that

was at his house the night before.
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Question. Was lio arrested for this ?

Ansicer, No, sir ; lio was not.

Question. He made his escape ?

Ausxvei: Yes, sir.

Question. And he is not now in the country ?

Answer. No, sir ; I have not heard of him since about a month or two months after
this thing occurred. Ho was seen in the county several times afterward.

Question. Was it this murder of De Priest, and the attocli about the same time upon
Samuel Biggerstaff which led to the attack upon Aaron Biggerstaff f

Ansiver. 1 think it was that and other things. Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff was .also ac-
cused of burning the barn of one of his neighbcns. Mr. William P. Carson had a barn
burned some time previous, and Mr. Aaron Biggerstaff was openly accused in the
county of burniug it.

Question. Is there any other reason or motive alleged for the attack on Aaron Big-
gerstaff than those circumstances ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; the republicans of that county say it was on account of Mr. Bigger-
BtatFs political course—on account of his politics.

Question. Is there any evidence showing that to be the fact?
Answer. I know of none.
Question. What is your belief on the subject, from the circumstances attending the

matter ?

Answer. I am very strongly impressed with the belief that it is simply a family feud
which has been kept up ever since the close of the war. About that time Mr. Bigger-
stafi'is alleged to have ^ue around with the Federal cavalry pickiug up his neighbors'
horses. I think it grow out of that—nothing else in the world. I thijik so because Mr,
Biggerstaff is a man of no promineuce whatever. I can see no reason, if these parties
intended it for political eli'ect, why they should have gone to such an obscure man as
he. There were hundreds of other republicans in the county more prominent than Mr.
Biggerstaff.

Question. More influential ?

Ansiver. More influential. He is, I supx^ose, a man of no iufluence at all. I look
upon him in that way.

Question. Did this BiggerstaflfdifiQculty give rise to any other of the troubles in that
couuty ? Did it extend itself to other i)arties ?

Answer. I do not know, sir. I learn that there have been other troubles in that
county ; but whether they grew out of this particular case or not, I cannot say. I think,
though, that about that time—February, 1870—was thecouuneucement of the troubles
there ; and I heard of no other troubles in that county until the assault upon Mr.
Biggerstaff, about April of this year.

Question, The second assault ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I will qualify the statement I just made. Before tljat second as-
sault I did hear of the whipping of some negroes on the South Carolina ))order.

Question Since the second assault upon Biggerstaff, is it alleged that there have
been many other cases of the same character in Rutherford County i

Answer. Well, I have my idea about the origin of all those things, and it is the
opinion, I think, of all the good people of that country—all the intelligent men who
have observed the course of things there. I believe that all of these troubles spring
from corrupt and incompetent State and Federal officials. I think that if Mr. Aaron
Biggerstaff had been punished by the court for his assault upon Samuel Biggerstaff',
with deliberate purpose to kill, there would have been nothing of this assault upon
him. But he was not punished ; he was turned loose upon the community, as many
others have been ; and the most intelligent portion of that comnmnity, as well as other
communities in North Carolina, have come to the belief that justice'cannot be had in
the courts in the western part of North Carolina, in that district and some others.

Question. That is the reason, as you believe, that parties took it upon themselves to
punish Biggerstaft''s assault ?

Ansiver. 1 think it was. I think that led to it. I think that if Aaron Biggerstaff
had been punished for his assault upon his brother, with deliberate purpose to kill, as
there is eA'ery reason to believe it was made with that purpose, these troubles would
not have arisen. I have been told by Mr. Caveuiss that the bullets and slugs were iu
the bedstead of Samuel Biggerstaff, and that he would have been killed but for the
fact that he was lying down before the fire that night, on account of sickness, or some-
thing of the kind ; that they fired into the corner where he usually slept, not knowing
that he was lying before the ffre.

Question. There was no lack of vigor in the attempt to punish the assault upon Aaron
Biggerstaff ?

Answer. None at all. Bench warrants were issued the next day after it was com-
mitted.

Question. Were all the parties held to bail ?

Ansiver, Yes, su* ; aU the i)urties accused by him were held to baiL



490 REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

Question. They were also proceeded against in the Federal courts ?

Aiisiver. Yes, sir.

Question. Under the recent act of Congress ?

Ansxcci: Under an act of Congress of 1870, I believe. This thing occurred before the

passage of the last act of Congress on the sabject.

Question. Those parties were arrested and carried to Raleigh ?

Answo: They were carried to Raleigh, and put in jail.

Question. How fiir is Raleigh ?

Answer. It is about two hundred and fifty miles from the homes of these parties.

Question. Is there no Federal court sitting nearer ?

Answer. Yes, sir; a Federal court sits at Marion, within twenty-five miles of the

homes of most of the men. It sits in August.
Question. Why, then, were those parties dragged down to Raleigh, instead of being

carried before the court which was so near?
Answer. I have my own idea about that, and it is the opinion of all inteiligent men

who have observed the nuvtter. I believe it was done for the purpose of annoyance
and persecution. Many prominent republicans admit that it was an outrage on justice

that those men should have been carried to Raleigh, when a Federal court was about

to sit within twenty-live miles of their homes. Almost all of the men are poor; and
it is impossil)lc for them to take the witnesses for their defense to Raleigh. It seema

to me that the result of such a course must bo a denial of justice in the courts.

Question. What is the evidence against the parties who have been arrested for these

offenses ? -

Ansioer. I do not know what Mr. Biggerstaff or his daughter will swear. All I know
is that they were before the grand jury at Raleigh, and upon their testimony true

bills of indictment were found. I suppose they will swear that they knew the parties.

I have understood they say that some were disguised, and some were not : that they
knew some by their voices, and others by their bulk, their bearing, &c.

Question. Do they implicate their neighbors ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sir ; they implicate their neighbors generally. Almost all the parties

implicated are their neighbors, residing, I suppose, within about five miles around Mr.

BiggerstalFs home. One man implicated resides in Cleveland County, perhaps eight

miles distant.

Question. Are you counsel for these parties?

Answer. I am counsel for all of them.
Question. Are you familiar with the evidence for the defense ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have examined it pretty thoroughly from time to time.

Question. What is your opinion in regard to the truth of the allegation that theso

men who have been arrested are the ^larties who were concerned in that affair?

Answer. If the testimony on the part of the defense be true, not more than two of the

parties at present indicted are guilty. Those two may be ; it is a question of doubt in

my mind ; I mean if the testimony of the defendants be trixe.

Question. Mr. Jnstice, who appeared before the committee and testified in regard to

this and other outrages in that county, was himself, as he declared hero, attacked by
these disguised parties. Do you know anything of the circumstances attending that

affair ?

Answo: I know nothing except what I have heard. I understand that a disguised

party of men, or a party partly disguised, went to the home of Mr. Jnstice, in Ruther-

fordton, took him out at night, struck him on the head, perhaps, with a pistol, and
threatened him a good deal.

Question. Thev struck him when lie made resistance?

Ansiver. Yes, sir; that is what ho said, I believe.

Question. They inflicted no other injury upon him, did they?
Ansirer. I think not. That was all I heard of. I think Mr. Justice states himself

that they did not hurt him except to that extent.

Question. Is it believed that it was the object of these parties to inflict any injury

upon Mr. Justice ?

Answer. The general opinion is that they went to Rutherfordton for the purpose of

finding Mr. ]5iggerstatf, who liad been living in liutlierfordton, but who had left bis

home, I think, after the assault upon him in A])riL

Qttestion. Mr. Juf'ticc testified that they rc(juired him to inform them where Bigger-

staff was, telling him that it was their intention to kill him, and that they agreed to

release him if he would give them that information?

Answer. I sui)poKi' those facts are true. Th(^y correspond with the statement I have
heard. The impression is that they went to Rutherfordton for the purpose of finding

Mr. Biggerstalf. Jlr. .1 ustiee himself swears, I l)eliev(>, that two of Samuel Biggorstaff's

sons were among tli<^ party; and it is the general impression that they went thoro for

the purpose of finding Aaron Biggorstalf.

Question. State to the committee what in your opinion is the cause of the troubles
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in the Soutli, and especially in that part of North Carolina in which you reside—Ruth-
erford and Cleveland Counties.

Ansiver, Well, sir, I can very readily state, as a general answer, that in my opinion
the cause of the troubles in the whole soutliern country is bad government. I do not
think there can be any question about that. I am fortihed in that belief by the fact

that up to the time that these governments and State constitutions so obnoxious to the
people of that country were imposed ui^on them, nothing of this sort was occurring.
From the close of the war up to 1867, affairs were perfectly quiet in the South ; there
were no occurrences of this kind. I attribute the whole thing to bad goA'erument,
corrupt and iucomiietent officials, and bad advice to the ignorant negro iiopulation.

H. W. Guion, from whose testimony we have already quoted, says,

(page 252
:)

Question. Is that the general understanding of the community ?

Aiisicei: I sujipose this Biggerstatf matter was wholly a personal matter, and had
nothing to do with politics ; I never heard it suggested that it was anything else. The
understanding was that Aaron Biggerstaff was a particular political friend of Judge
Logan, and that he had taken u]} his part very warmly, and given him the aid of his

judicial powers.
Questiou. Is it not the understauding that much of the difSculties which have followed

this Biggerstair aftair, which I think was among the iirst difficulties in Rutherford
County—is it not the belief and understauding that most of them have arisen out of

this Biggerstaff difiiculty ?

Avsicer. I think that is generally understood.
Question. That persons taking part on the one side and on the other, it has led from

one outrage to another'?
Answer. I think so. I understood that it had intlamed the minds of the people very

much, esi)ecially the dragging them dowif to Raleigh, which was a very harsh act. I

understood that they had been arrested some three or four times, bound over, impris-
oned, and at last carried to Raleigh. They were very poor people, and it was in crop
time. The people in Rutherford were highly incensed, and I think that if there were
no United States troojis there at this time in all probability there would be bloodshed

;

it has gone to that length in Rutherford County.
Question. And it arose eutirely, or almost altogether, out of this Biggerstaff difficulty ?

Answer. I think so.

Question. And that, in fact, was a personal affair between the parties ?

Answer. Altogether so.

Question. And it had no reference to politics ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. It has been stated here in testimony that this organization, and these par-
ticular demonstrations, were intended to bring about a condition of intimidation upon
the part of the republicans in that county, and to enable the democrats to carry it in
this election ; that testimony has been given here.

Ansiver. Well, I never supposed there was any such necessity, because I think the
republicans were about two to one in that county. They had all the power themselves;
they had all the force there ; and it would hardly look probable that the weaker party
would endeavor to intimidate the stronger.

This, then, is the sum and substance of the Biggerstaff case, of which
so much has been said, and which has led to so much disorder in the
County of Eutherford. Sam Biggerstaff's house is broken open at night
by a party of armed men ; three shots were fired in the house in the
attemi^t to take his life. The marauders were arrested, tried, and fined

820 each by Judge Logan. This inadequate punishment of an atrocious
attempt to commit murder naturally enough induced the assailed party
to take the law into his own hands. Aaron Biggerstaff, who was proved
to have participated in the attack on his half-brother, was in turn
attacked and beaten once or twice by an armed band, of men. Judge
Logan is then roused to great vigor, and causes tbe assailants of Aaron
Biggerstaff' to be arrested and held to bail in the State courts. The same
parties are also arrested upon process from the United States courts
and dragged to Ealeigh, a distance of two hundred and fift}' miles,

although at or about the time the United States court was sitting within
thirty miles of the place where the offense was committed. The whole
neighborhood is inflamed and aroused, and the friends of the arrested par-
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ties committed other outrages iu retaliation for the harsh measures taken
against their side by the officials who had been so lenient to Aaron Big-

gerstaff, and the others who attempted the life of Sam. Biggerstaff. This
quarrel, originating iu illicit distilling, horse-stealing, or some other mis-

conduct entirely personal, and liaving no reference to politics, was thus,

by the corrupt conduct of Judge Logan, blown into an affair of magnitude.
Everybody is arrested in Eutherford and the adjoining counties who
differed in politics with the judge, and dragged to Haleigli to be tried

before the Federal courts ; United States troops are sent to Kutherford

to make arrests, and the scenes enacted by Ilolden's militia in Alamance,
and Holden's courts in Raleigh, are re-enacted by the Federal Army
in Eutherford, and before the United States courts. To make the like-

ness complete, both of these perlbrmances took place while an election

was pending, and had tlie same object in view—to carry the election for

the radical party. Holden declared martial law in Alamance under the

Shoffher bill, executed it with his militia under Kirk and Bergen, and
tried his prisoners before the State courts. In the Fait herford case, the

congressional Ku-Klux law (copied from the Sholfner bill) was called into

operation, the United States troops carried it into execution, and Judge
Bond, United States jitdge, presided at the trials ; and, in order that

there might be no mistake of the political purpose for which this per-

sonal feud of obscure criminals Avas seized upon by the Government of

the United StatCvS, the Attorney General of the United States, Mr. Aker-
man, went to the State and proclaimed in a public speech that if the

people of North Carolina dared to call a constitutional convention to

amend their constitution, and rid themselves of the odious provisions

fixed upon them by the carpet-baggers to pkinder and r^b them,
the Government of the United States would refuse to recognize their

action, or permit them to frame their own organic law.

This is the explanation of the seven hundred and sixty-three indict-

ments found by the packed grand juries iu the Federal courts i^resided

over by Judge Bond! Ominous name! He is the same judge who
opened the prison doors at night to the "Cut-throat Kirk."

We might take up very many (not all) of the isolated cases of out-

rages proved before the committee, and trace them to personal or local

feuds, to combinations—regardless of party—organized to resist the

breaking up of illicit distilleries, or to the pilfering, often to the

plundering, disposition of the negro race under the teachings of their

leaders, which Geueral Grant expressed very well when he said: "It

was almost impossible to make the negroes understand that the prop-

erty of their former masters was entitled to any protection," it being

often assumed by them that, as they worked to acquire it and were
" loTjal,''^ they had an absolute right to it as against their former masters,

who were held up by the authorities everywhere as '' didoxjaV and
unworthy of protection in any of their rights.

We could show that the system of granting pardons by the wholesale

when convictions were obtained, conpled with the ignorance and cor-

ruption of the judicial officers, had made legal proceedings, even when
allowed, almost *a farce, and that much of the lawlessness which existed

was the result of the absence of everything like justice in the adminis-

tration of what was called law.

But we will not elaborate any of these questions; our object now is

to call attention to the character of the witnesses who have been the

swiftest to malign their people. It will be found that those men who
proved most belonged to a worthless class, who think that tliey can

best retain power or acquire position by blackening the character of
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the community in Tvbich they happen to live; and the most remarkable
thing is that the committee, professedly searching for truth, should
receive and rely upon and ask Congress and the country to believe the
statements of such creatures. Chap. Norris, in Georgia, is a type of
one set; Hargrove, of Eome, Georgia, a chronic office-seeker, represents
another. Old Eoper, of ITuutsville, Alabalma, whose testimony we
have submitted an extract form, is but a type of the intensely- ignorant,
degraded, and prejudiced, but not naturally malicious class. In one
form or other these swift witnesses hung round and obtruded them-
selves upon the committee, note-book in hand, when they could write,

ready to tell all they had beeu able to gather from all sources in a busy
search for months—often for years—for slanderous reports; rolling

every bit of scandal as a sweet morsel under their tongue, doubtless
expecting the important information they gave would entitle them to a
coUectorship at least, if not a foreign mission.

The Church contributed its quota of slanderers. Perhaps the most
remarkable of them was Parson Lakin, of Alabama, a Methodist minister
who traveled over Northern Alabama, and came to Washington brimful
of gall, bitterness, and falsehood, which he i^oured out before us in such
a way that it was hardly possible to determine which of the ingredients
l)redominated. There was hardly a statement made by him that was
not either wholly false or grossly exaggerated. The man seemed to be
incapable of speaking the truth in a plain, unvarnished way. The neigh-

bors of Parson Lakin were called, one of them in Washington, most of
them before the sub-committee at Huntsville, and without exception
they spoke of him as a man utterly unreliable in his statements. The
kindest thing said was that he was a man of fertile imagination, upon
which he drew freely. Many of his positive statements were flatly con-
tradicted ; statements directly the reverse of what he swore to were
proved by the most respectable citizens to have been made by him
before he came, and the crimes and misdemeanors with which he had
been charged, and for which he was suspended from his church before
he went to Huntsville, were shown to be of the most atrocious character.

His tales of horror were greedilj' swallowed by the majority, and will,

perhaps, in spite of the character of the man, and of the contradic-

tions of him, be held up as true before Congress and the country. We
therefore propose to give a specimen, as illustrative of the whole.
He told of a Ku-Klux baby which he examined carefully and minutely.

When his statement, and the affidavit of the i^hysician who attended at

the birth of the child, are read, Lakin will be understood,
Lakin swore as follows

:

By tbe Chairman :

Question. If it will throw any light on this investigation, go on and give it.

Ansiver. A lady, whose father, mother, brothers, and sisters were attending on the
ground, the father a local preacher, and all of them members of our church

By Mr. Van Trujip :

Questmi. White j)ersons ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were all white ; there were no colored persons on the ground
at all ; were not during the meeting, that I now remember of. This lady, on Sunday
morning, gave birth to a child that was a perfect representation and fac-simile of a
disguised Ku-Klux.

Question. In a tent on the ground ?

Answer. No, sir; at her home, about a mile and a half from the ground. The head
of the child was about three times the size of an ordinary child's head, with a soft,

spongy, fungous growth over the skull.

Question. Aie you describing now from your own observation ?

Answa: Yes, sir ; I examined the child very carefully and very minutely. The fore-

bead wa.s flat and square, and about j>eri)endicular, abeut three times the height of the
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forehead of an ordinary ckild. In a straiccLt lino from the croTvn of the head to the
front of the forehead, commencing at each cheek bone, there was a sort of fringe,

flaring very little to near the top, and then full aronnd the top. It was abont an inch
wide and aboxit half an incli thick at the base ; a gristly fringe, of a dark purple color.

At two points near the teuijdes were two gristly horns of the same consistency, about
an inch and a half or an inch and three-quarters long, projecting out from the forehead.

Qncsiion. Fleshy horns ?

An.m-cr. Gristly. The eyes and month were about one-third smaller than those of an
ordinary child. The face was nearly llat, with but little nose. The eyes and month
were of a scarlet red. The chin sloped olF on a plane with its body. Around the neck
was a scarlet red band ; and from the ])oint of each shoulder, oxtendhig down each
side to about the center of the abdomen, was all a scarlet red. The child was brought
on the camp ground and exhibited to from a thousand to iifteen hundred j)ersons.

Question. By the mother ?

Answer. No, sir ; by the friends of the family. It was demanded by the people ; they
seemed to clamor for it to be seen.

By the Chairman :

Question. Was it living ?

Answer. No; dead.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. Dead then ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The mother was a member of our chnich, a very delicate, pious
lady, of very strong seusiltilities. Her husband vras an outspoken man, and the Ku-
Klux had visited them. They had forced her husband into the Ku-Klux ranks, and
they had stopped there at an imi)roper time. And she, fearing for the stifety of her
father, the cliikl was marked in that way. They seemed to be perfectly wild and exas-
perated at the exhibition.

The affidavit of Dr. Garlington Coker is as follows

:

State of Alabama, Blount Countij :

Personally appeared before me, J. W. Moore, judge of the probate court of said
county, Garlington Coker, who is personally known to me, and who is a practicing
physician of good character and of undoubted credibility, who, being duly sworn,
says that he has resided in this county ever since the 18th day of April, ISGl, as a phy-
sician ; that in the fall of 1870 he was called to visit Mrs. B. B. Horton, in a case of
obstetrics. Her labor was tedious, and on inquiry I learned from the mother that she
had experienced no quickening sensations of the child for several days previous, whicli
led me to suspect that the child would be born dead. j\Iy suspicions were well founded,
as the child was born not only dead but somewhat putrilied, so much so that at the
slightest touch the skin v/ould slip from the Uesh. Tlie skin of the forehead had slipped
down over the face in part so as to make an unsightly appearance. After the chikl was
laid out, some ladies suggested that it was a Ku-Klux child. I examined the child
again, told them that it did not resemble any Ku-Klnx that I had ever seen, and asked
the mother if she had been iViglitened by Ku-Klux. She told me that she had never
so nmch as seen a Ku-Khix in her life. The unsightlj^ appearance of the child did not
resemble Ku-Klux, and was but the result of jiartial decomposition. This same child,

I learn, was after this on exhibition at Guiu Grove camp-meeting.
Public opinion has always been against Samuel Horton, he being regarded as a quar-

relsome and troublesome man. I do not i>ersoiially ]<now anj-thiug against him. As
to Mr. Shei)herd, his character was such when I hist came to the State, that I rather
avoided an intimate acquaintance with liiui. I have for tlie last ten years been pra«-
ticing me<licine in this county. I travel in night, through dale and over hill, without
ever being disturl)ed, or in any apprehension of it. TIic peace and quiet is about as
good now as at any time within said period. No difliculties or homicides that I now
remember have been the result of political feeling.

The negroes, so far as my knowledge extends, behave themselves, and are allowed to
vote undisturbed. Men of all parties are allowed to express their political opinion
without iear of Ixsing called to account. I have, ever since the war, been known as a
conservative man— freely objecting to tlie extreme measures of both great political

parties. Rev. A. S. Leakin staid two or three niglits with mo and waa perfectly wel-
come and unmolested. Ho fretpienlly passed t brougli the county, and I never knew of
his being disturbed. The Ititter feelings in this county, resulting from political dilfer-

ence.s. is less now than it has been at .any period since I have been in the State. If

there is now any existing in the county 1 am not aware of it.

GARLINGTON COKER.

Sworn to and subscribfd before mo this November 1, 1871.

J. W. ISIOORE,
rrobate Judge.
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Hon. Peter M. Dox testified in Washington. We have his testimony;
that of the witnesses who testified in Iluntsville has not yet been
I)rinted, and we have been unable to obtain it.

Question. Tell us all you know about Lakiu.
Answer. I do not know him personally. I never spoke to him in my life. I have met

him once or twice.
Question. What is his general character among your people ? Let us have all you

know about him from any information on which you rely.

Answer. All I know about him from iuformation is that ho is a man who is very reck-
less in his statements, a man exceedingly careless in his utterances. We saw only the
brief abstract of his testimony as given by telegraph, but I do not think any people
were over so much astonished as the republicans of Huntsville were when they read
tliat abstract. Mr. James Ware, who is I beMeve a republican, (at any rate ho is chief
clerk in the office of the probate judge, a republican,) and Mr. Gill told me they never
were before so astonished as they were at Lakin's statement that ho had not been
kindly treated there. It seems that recently, during the last spring, there was a report
(so Mr. Ware told me) that Mr. Lakiu had been killed ; and simultaneously with the
reception of that report he apiieared in the probate judge's office. " Why," said Mr.
Ware to Mr. Lakiu, " I am very much surprised and gratihed to see you ; we heard yoii

were killed." " Killed °?" said Mi'. Lakiu, "who would kill mo? I never have been
treated more courteously and kindly anywhere than I have been while traveling all

over this district " And so he recently told Mr. Day, the clerk of the United States
district court. He told Mr. Reed, a republican, (so Mr. Reed informed me,) that he had
been shot at somewhere on the mountains, at least ho thought he was shot at ; he heard
the report of a gun and thought he heard the whistle of the ball passing his head, and
he was rather inclined to think the fellow intended to kill him. Mr. Reed told him
"They shoot a great deal straighter thau that liere ; when they want to kill anybody
they are generally apt to do it." This was before we had seen the telegr.aphic report
of ilr. Lakin's testimony. Reed told me, however, just what he would swear to ; and
I think his remark was that he had a very powerful imagination, would fancy things
and believe to some extent what ho fancied. I should like very much to have some of
those men brought up here, as they know more of Mr. Lakiu than I do. I have never
sx^oken to him in my life, and have seen him only twice according to my recollection.

Question, What is his general character, as jou have heard it from his neighbors
there, as a man of truth and veracity':?

Answer. I have not gone about making any inquiries directly as to the truthfulness
or veracity of the man, so far as regards whether ho would intentionally tell au untruth.
But as to his statements I have not seen anybody of either party who says he can be
depended upon. I asked Mr. Figures, the editor of a republican newspaper at Huntsville,
"Is Mr. Lakin an honest manf' He said he thought he was honest, but that he was
a terrible fauatic. Another man came to mo and told me that there was a colored
minister (whoso name I think was Hamer) of the colored Methodist Church South, who
was trying to reorganize that church. This man who spoke to me was a freedman, a
Methodist, a man of character, a merchant there; and ho stated that Mr. Lakin had
driven this colored minister off; that Mr. Lakin had addressed the colored people, tell-

ing them there was a "wolf in the fold;" and the man had notice a short time after
from several of his colored bretlu-en that ho must leave ; that it would not be safe for
him to remain.

One of the most malignant libelers of the South was a fellow by the
name of TalJaferro, who claimed to hail from Noxubee County, Missis-

sippi. He came with his pockets filled with memoranda which he had
gathered up and reported them as facts, and they will doubtless be
relied on as such by the majority of the committee. His neighbors were
called, and when gentlemen know what manner of man he is shown to
be they will understand to what consideration his evidence is entitled.

The testimony of Charles Baskervill is all that need be quoted as to the
character of Taliaferro

:

Question. A man by the name of John R. Taliaferro has testified before us to a great
many violations of law. Do you know such a man ?

Ansiver. I do. He labored last j'ear on a plantation adjoining mine.
Question. He stated to the committee that ho was the owner of a plantation in Nox-

ubee County.
Answer. Well, sir, if you desire me to speak of that man I will do so.

Question. I want you to state what you know of him.
Answer: I will speak only of what I do know. lu the first place, he was for a long
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! a great drnnkard, though sometimes ho remains sober four or five months. To
np the matter, Taliaferro is a raiserahle drunkard, an incorrigible liar, and a con-

time
smii ^ , . _

sumtnate thief. These terms are strong ; but each ouo of them can bo substantiated
;

I will bring i)roof of each.

Qucsdoiu Docs he bear that character in your community ?

Ansicer. He does bear that character and no other. Ho ran a^vay from there for

stealing a mule, which ho sold—a mule belouging to an attorney in Macon. Taliaferro

borrowed the mule on this man's plantation, rode him to Macon, and sold him at a

livery stable. The owner found the mule at the livery stable next morning and took

possession of him. Taliaferro ran away.
Question. Has he ever returned there since ?

Ansiver. Not that I know of. Taliaferro has had no interest or occupation in the

State of Mississippi since last December. His word is not believed in regard to the

most trivial matters, and certainly would not be on others by either white or black.

I think I can say that with truth.

Question. I have here an extract from a newspaper published, I believe, in your State,

which speaks of Taliaferro in this way :

" When we read the evidence of this Jyivg Mississippian before the outrage committee,

the murderer of the prisoners in 1H64 flashed before us, and we certainly had not

thought of him in three or four years. Wo are coniident that he is the same fellow,

and only hope that the punishi'nent that ought to have been visited upon him long

ago, and which he justly deserved, will yet overtake him, and that from his own
mouth, by his lying upon the people of his section, ho will be condemned. If so, we
will certainly have another instance that Providence moves in a mysterious way.

" Wo had an intuitive feeling—why, wo know not—when wo read the evidence of

Taliaferro given before the outrage committee, that he was the Taliafi^rro that wo saw
during the latter part of the war, who was a Ku-Klux, a coward and a murderer, for

we helped to Ijury, one Sabbath afternoon in the fall of I8i')-i, at our old homo in Madi-

son, Georgia, live Yankee prisoners, whom he and two other assassins like himself had
foully murdered. Well do wo remember his telling us of how four of the men had
plead for their lives, telling him that they were his prisoners, that they were soldiers,

that they had their wives and little ones at home, and that they ought not to bo killed

for doing nothing else than defending their llag ; then wo remember how ono brave

spirit told him to kill, that ho was an infamous hound, dostituto of all heart and soul,

of courage and manhood, and that ho could kill whenever he got ready, that a man
had Imt one time to die, and that the tied prisoner, without any chance for his life,

Avould show him how a man could die. The infamous Taliaferro placed a pistol to

the heart of the brave fellow and tirod ; not satisfied with killing the prisoner, he mu-
tilated him by firing three or four shots into his head and face. Taliaferro told us this

himself, before wo went to where the prisoners were dead; and the facts of the killing

sustained his statement of the butchery."

Is that the same man ?

Answer. It is the same man.
Question. Does that article truly express the reputation he bears ?

_

Answer. Yes, sir. I know nothing of the circumstance mentioned in that article, but

he is the man referred to. Ho is the only Taliaferro in that country; and I have heard

him boast of his great deeds of daring—how many Yankee soldiers he had killed, &c.:

but I do not remember the particular case mentioned in that article.

Question. This man, you say, was a near nc^ighhor of yours '/

Answer. Ho was not a neighbor of niint^ Ho worked on the farm of a neighbor sim-

ply as a laborer on the plantation. Ho iilowinl, ho hoed, he went out in the morning,

and came back at night, as a common labori;r with the negroes.

Question. How long since ho has left that neigliborhood 'I

Answer. His contract with that party expired in December. I do not think he has

been in the neighborhood since. If he has. he has been there secretly, and the neigh-

bors did not know of it. He may hav<; been there a little in January, perhaps; I do
not recollect precisely ; but I know ho has not been there since April, because, I think,

it was early in April that he committed this theft.

By the Chairman, (Mr. Pool :)

Question. Last April ?

Answer. Last Ai)iil. After going down Uy Columbus ho came back in that neighbor-

hood, and borrowed this mule to ride to Macon. I do not think he has becM in my
neighborhood since last December ; nor do I thiidc ho has been much in that portion of

the State. It v,'as some time during the spring that ho committed this theft ; and since

that wo have heard nothing of him.

Anotlior oftho most remarkable witnesses of this class was Henry B.

Whitfield, of Columbus, Mississippi. lie was called and testified before
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the committee in Washington City ; his testimony covers nearly fifty

pages of printed matter. He evidently had prepared himself before
leaving his home to give evidence of everything that had occurred in

the State, far and near, which conld inculpate the white people of the
State in the alleged Kn-Klux outrages. He had crammed»]iimself i'ov the
occasion and emptied his well-filled wallet in the ears of the committee.
He professed to have reliable information of every occurrence not only
in the county of his residence and the adjoining counties, but also in

distant counties. Indeed, he seemed to have posted himself very thor-

oughly in regard to every rumor of the Ku-Klux in the State of Missis-

sippi. It was chiefly upon his testimony and that of Taliaferro that a
sub-committee was ordered to go to Mississippi. According to their

testimony the State of Mississippi was in a condition little short of in-

surrection or anarchy, and the prompt and immediate intervention of

the Federal Government was necessary for the protection of the lives

and property of the loyal people of that State.

The sub-committee visited the State, and their advent was saluted by
the news of the murder of an inoffensive white man at Artesia, Lowndes
County, twelve miles from Columbus, the home of Whitfield, bj' an in-

furiated mob of negroes, led by two carpet-bag candidates for office, in

open daylight, without the slightest provocation and almost without a

pretext. The murderers were arrested by tbe State ofiicers and pre-'

liminary steps were taken to bring them to justice, but this movement
was encountered hj a negro mob in the city of Columbus, and the Fed-
eral ofiicers intervened to arrest the sherifi"and his posse for presuming
to serve process upon the negro murderers, and they were taken by the
marshal of the United States to Oxford, Mississippi, more than one
hundred miles distant, and compelled to give bail to appear and answer
before the United States court at its next term for presuming to arrest

the negro murderers and their carpet-bag instigators.

This was not exactly the condition of atfau"s the committee had been
led to anticipate by the testimony of Whitfield, Taliaferro, and others-

of the same kidney.
This is not all ; witnesses were jiroduced and sworn bj' the minority

whO' unraveled the tangled skein of 'testimony of this man Whitfield
and putting an entirely difierent face npon every transaction which he
had so skillfully perverted to inculpate the white people of his State.

It was shown that he had distorted and falsified every incident of every
transaction he attemi)ted to narrate before the committee. His charac-
ter for truth and veracity was then attacked by the evidence of geutfe-

men of the highest character, and he was shown to be utterly unworthy
of belief upon his oath. One of the witnesses said that " as some horses
are natural pacers and some dogs natural setters, so Whitfield might be
said to be a natural liar." It was his natural gait ; he lied without
efibrt, and with an ease and grace which excelled the best efforts of art
and experience. An attempt was made to bolster his character, but
his own witnesses, called at his own instance—the pastor of the church
of which he was a member, his political and personal frien(l;i—while
they said some kind things about him, could not deny that his infirmity

in this respect was notorious to the whole country, and admitted to be
chronic and constitutional. As this man took npon himself the ofiice

of defaming his neighbors, many of whom had been his friends and
benefactors, in order to justify the oppressions heaped upon them by
their political enemies, we have only performed our duty in making this

exposure in order to render his malice harmless hereafter.

We had a man before us who professed to be a republican leader in

32 k K
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Atlanta, Georgia, by the naine of Eockafellow, who, in the face of all

the testimony on both sides, swore to disturbances and riotous pro-

ceedings on the part of the democrats at the polls in Atlanta. That
was so evidently talse that we only inquired into the character of Eock-
afellow to see.if he was, as we supposed, of the same stripe as Talia-

ferro, Chap Norris, Lakiu, Howie, &c; and he proved to be so.

General A. R. Wright, of Augusta, thus speaks of him

:

Quesiion. Were you, in your business, in frequent tommnnication with Atlanta ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you hear of any serious wrongs being done at the polls there, of a large

number of persons being excluded from voting tliere, at Atlanta ?

Jnswcr. No, sir; I believe on the first day, perhaps, there was some collision between
individuals outside of the polling-places, in the town ; but nothing more than tbere

always is in the South at elections. I believe there was a difficulty in Savannah, but
the particulars of that I have forgotten. I think that is the only place where there

was any serious difficulty, that I remember.
Quesiion. Mr. Rockafellow was here yesterday and stated a great deal about serious

troulili's at Atkuita, where he was, and said that four or five hundred men were not

allowed to vote. I mention that name to call your attention to the case.

Answer. Well, this Rockafellow is a stranger there; lie is a carpet-bagger, and has

been down there but a little while. He first went to Savannah, and, I tliiuk, aspired

to a place in the custom-liouse there ; he maneuvered there a v^'hile, but did not get it.

He went to Macon and tried to*get into office there, and failed ; and theu he went on

to Atlanta, and has made a dead set to get Mr. Dunuing, the postmaster there, out of

office. Tliat man Rockafellow was denounced three or four mouths ago by the Atlanta
Era, the leading republican paper in the State, in tlie most uuiueasured terms.

Question. Did not the Atlanta Era, the republican paper there, in a number of its

issues, denounce him as a man wholly unworthy of a position of any sort'^

Ansuxr. Yes, sir ; I think so. I take the Era, but I did not think him worthy of

notice, and was surprised that the Era should waste its time upon such a character.

Quesiion. It did keep up a fire upon him?
Answer. It did, sharply, for some time.

Question. The Era is an acknowledged republican paper ?

Ansuxr. Yes, sir ; the organ of Governor Bullock, and published at the capital of the

State.
Question. Rockaiellow failed to get the postmaster removed ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. And he now claims to have a mail agency promised him from Washington,
by the way of Chattauooga and New Orleans ?

Answer. I do not know about that.

Question. Do you believe he Avould bca good man to get up Ku-Klux outrages along

that road if he gets tliat position ?

Answer. From what the republicans say of him, I should suppose that he would be a

good man for that jjurpose.

One of the most notorious because one of the most dangerous of that

classof false witnesses, was one William 1\. Howie, from Chatham County,

North Carolina. IJe s\vore before the committee to the Ku-Kluxing of

men and v.omen, white and black, because of their loyalty; detailed his

sufferings on account of his political jMinciplcs; showed how bravely

he had resisted, and how fearlessly he iiad brought to Justice, the rebel

Ku-Klux; he was a rare cor.ibination of the hero ami the r.uirtyr. Un-
fortunately lor him an old repul)lican, IClias ijryant, from his neighbor-

hood, was called to testiiy on other matters, but it leaked out iiu-identally

that he knew all about the outrages as to which Howie had sworn. We
quote Iro'm his evidence

:

Question. You have si)()ken of Uiis ITowle case ; wliat kind of fellow is Howie?
Answer. I do not like to say much about liim. Mr. llowh- came to my house about

eleven months ago. I looked' upon him as a gentleman. He said ho wanted to stay

with m(! for three or lour days. I let him stay. After staying three or four days ho
paid me up like a gentleman.

Quesiion. What do iicoph^ generally say about him ? What is his general character?

Ansutr. Tlxsy generally speak very badly about him.

Question. That is his general character in the neighhorhood ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Mr. HoayIc has always acted very gentlemanly with me ; but hia
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general character tlirongli the country is very bad. I am bound to say tliat. One of
the engineers came to me and told me not to trust him ; that he never paid up, and
that he was a man of no truth.

Question. His character for truthfulness is bad ?

Anstver. Yes, sir ; that is what was stated to me. I liked Mr. Howie myself. He
always treated me very gentlemanly. He is a citizen of Richmond now. He left our
neighborhood about the latter part of April, and went to Richmond about the time
the Buchanan case came up.

Question. In the Buchanan case, were both men and women whipped?
Ansuier. Yes, sir.

Question. Wliat kind of a house was that kept down there ? What was the general
character of the house and the people who lived there ?

Answer. She is an old woman who maiTied and had a good many children. About
fifteen years ago she had a black child. About three or four years ago she was very
poor. She came to me and I gave her a pair of cart-wheels to work her oxen. They
did say, (I do not know it to be so,) that she drove off her husband—a weak, pitiful

kind of a fellow. She put up a kind of a distillery, making about a gallon of whisky
at a time. Her visitors are mostly colored men.

Question. Her house was frecxuented mostly by colored men ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. She drove her husband off?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. She was a woman of a very bad character ?

Answer, Yes, sir.

Question. What was the*character of the girls she had about her?
Ansiccr. I reckon they were about the same.
Question. Do you think it made much difference whether white or black men came

about there ?

Answer. No, sir.

Question. Are not those women generally considered as strumpets ?

Answer, Yes, sir, certainly.

Question. The house is a house of ill-fame and a driuking-house, freqTiented mostly
by colored people ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir, that is what the neighbors say. Her neighbors are generally what,

we call " one-horse plowers "—honest, straight-forward citizens. She is right in the
center of them.

Question. Is there not a good deal of complaint of pilfering and of things going to

her house, from the neighbors all around?
Ansiver Yes, sir, a good deal.

Question. Do you think her pohtics had anything to do with her being whipped or

interfered with ?

Ansiver. No, sir.

Question. Is it not one of those houses where there is drinking, whoring, and such
things as get up disturbance in your country ?

Ansiver, As you call me out on that point, there is one circumstance I will mention.
There was a woman named Godfrey who went to live with this»woman. I saw her in

Raleigh the other day, in a wagon with Mr. Howie. She had a little daughter about
Ijfteen or sixteen yt'urs old, I suppose. She hired her out to a man named Dave
Wicker. I am told that she is a very nice little girl. Her mother went after her to go
there.

Question. To take her to this old strumpet's house ?

Answer. Yes,, sir. The little girl refused to go, and told her she could not; that she
had hired herself to this man, Wicker, for a year. Vv'icker refused to give her up. The
mother of this girl, who is a poor woman, lives about two or three miles from the house.
I think it all grew out of that.

Question. Out of this woman wanting to take that child to the old strumpet's house,
and the man refusing to give her up ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. That was certainly no place to take a young girl to ?

Ansiver. No, sir, it was not.

Question. The character of that house was notorious all around that neighborhood?
Answer. Yes, sir ; the neighbors all said so. I have been to the house rexjeatedly

when passing.
Question. You saw her at Raleigh the other day ?

Answer, Yes, sir.

Question, What did Howie briug lier tlicro for ; what were they doing together?
. Answer. Do you want to know all about it ?

Question. Yes, we do.

Ansiver. Mr. Howie came to my house, and said he and Mr. Hull were going back

;

that they could not be ijrotected.' Said I, "Mr. Howie, you and Mr. Hull come to my
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bouse." Mr. Howie owed me about $34. Ho let Mr. Baruum bave bis contract. Mr.
I'ainum was to pay bis debts, and if auytbing was left bo was to pay me. Tbey went
to tbe cbief engineer of tbe company, and be turned tbc contract over to Mr. Baruum.
Mr. Howie went ou to Kaleigb. He left my bouse, I suppose, about dark, and it was
raining. I said to bim, " I would not go if I were you ; I will protect you ; nobody
w ill trouble you." Barnum said, " Como witb me to Locksville, and I will protect you."
Howie said, "No, my life is in danger." So bo put out. Mr. Howie went to Ralcigb

;

and tbe nest day be came out witb ten soldiers, and cangbt tbose men wlioso names I
have given you. I saw tbe men in tbe wagon with bim, except one. He bad Clark
and Mitcbell witb bim ; I forget tbe name of tbe otber. He liad tbose tbree in tbo
wagon witb bim, and a boy. He took tbcm down to Raleigb under arms. He bad
taken witb bim a captain and lieutenant and ten soldiers, witb muskets. Ho bad also
with bim " Old Sal," two girls, and this Godfrey woman. Tbey carried them down to
Colonel Shalier, who put them in jail. When lie put them in jail, I stood security for
young Clark ; tbe others were in jail when I left. Those two aro bad boys. One of
tbeni, I think, married tbo daughter of this man Dave Wicker, with whom thegirl I

spoke of is living. I think bis name is Mitcbell. All I know of it is that I saw these
l>arties in Raleigb.

These are tbe sort of men upon wliose testimony, or rather on whose
statements of what they profess to have heard, Congress is expected to
hold eleven States and nearly ten millions of people under the provisions
of the Ku-Klnxbill, at the mercy of the President and his subordinates,
v;hen he is a candidate for re-election. Tbe wbi[)}>ings paraded by
Howie, to avenge which he was put in command of United States
troops, by whose aid he filled the jail in Ealeigh with his enemies, or
those he desired to prosecute in order to ingratiate himself with the
Federal authorities, were such as any honest people would have inflicted

under similar circumstances. No man can read the evidence of Elias
Bryant without feeling that Howie and his strumpets, in trying to force

the unfortunate daughter of one of these hags into such a den of infamy
as Bryant describes, !o be the victim of the lust of Howie and his bru-

tal associates, white and black, ought to have been whipped, and if

Colwuel Shafler had repeated the dose when Howie, with " Old Sal,'' the
'Hwo girls, and the Godfrey woman" appeared before him, instead of
prostituting his office and the Army of the United States to imprison
the men who had rescued the innocent girl from the fate to which the
brutes sought to consign her, would have elevated himself in the esti-

mation of all honest men, even if he had been dismissed by the author-
ities at AVashingtou for allowing the opportunity to escape to raise the
cry ofKu-Klux, and malign tbe character of the peoi)le ofNorth Carolina.

Unfortunately for the coiuitry, just such men as Howie have been the
trusted agents of the United States in all these persecutions. Tallia-

ferro and Whitfield conducted the arrests in Mississi[)pi, Chap Norris in

Georgia, Howie in North Carolina, and the whole machinery of the
courts and the military has been rim with an eye single to making polit-

ical capital for the radical party, and to put money into the pockets of
the tools used for that purpose. In our si)ecial report as to the condi-

tion of affairs in South Carolina we show how things are managed there,

and we have equally conclusive evidence to show that the same system
is pursued in North Carolina and elsewhere. Judge Logan is the Jef-

fries who presides. Now he is a radical persecutor. He was a member
of the confederate congress, and swore before the Senate committee
last spring that he took the oath to support the constitution of the
Confederate States, with the deliberate puri)ose of violating it; in other
Mords, that he voluntarily and deliberately cojnmitted perjury. He
dismissed i'rom the bar a leading member of it, because he wrote a
letter to a mend)er of this committee, stating facts which it was impor-
tant for the committee to know ;

of course the supremo court restored

Liui; but Congress will get a better idea of the man and the olJlicer by
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the following extracts from the testimony of David Schenck, esq., than
from any statement we can make. The witness says :

Answer. I have n copy here of the memorial that lias been presented to the le<visla-
turc. It is signed by thirty-two lawyers: it is signed by democrats and republicans.
I have a copy of it which I should like to file here, in order to show tliat these lawyers
agree with me in my estimate of ,Tu'b;e L)gau as to Irs administration of the law. I
will state that this memorial is signed by thirty-two pra.ticiug and resident lawyers
iu the district.

Qneniion. Read it.

Answer. I will state further, before reading it, that in the district there are only three
republican lawyers; they are William P. Bynum, the solicitor, General Rufus Barringer,
of Cliarlotte, and William H. Bailey, of Salisbury, who practice in that district. Mr.
Bailey and Mr. Barringer both signed the memorial, and General Barringer stated, in
the meeting of the menibers of the bar, that he was authorized Ijy Mr. Bynum to state
that he fully indorsed onr proceedings, but on account of his position as solicitor oi
the court, lie thought it was indelicate for him to sign the memorial. There are two
other gentlemen who declined to sign it, Mr. Hamilton C. .John and Mx. J. M. White-
side, on the ground that they are senators, and if Judge Logan sliould be impeached,
they would have to try him. But 1 have reason to believe tlit^y fully indorse the con-
tents of the memorial. Here is the memorial, a copy of which has been presented to
the legislature. I will read it and Mle it with the "clerk, with the permission of the
committee. It is as follows :

"At a meeting of the bar of the ninth judicial district, held at Charlotte, and unani-
mously attended, on the 2d June, 1871, the following preamble and resolutions were
ado])ted

:

"Whereas the learning and ability of the judiciary of North Carolina have always
heen the boast of her citizens and the pride of her bar: and whereas we think that
the same high standard of judicial excellence sliould be maintained if possible, and
that the law should be correctly and uniforndy administered; therefore,

"Resolred, That it is the opinion of the undersigned, members of the bar, that his honor
George W. Logan, judge of the ninth judicial d'istrict, is not qualified, either by learn-
ing or capacity, to dischaige the duties of the ofiflce he now holds, and that by reason
of his iucompeteney the course of justice has been impeded, and in many cases justice
itself virtually denied; public confidence in the efficiency of the government and the
laws has bet-u impaired; crimes have been multiplied, and the administration of law
rendered needlessly expensive, as well to the public as to the parties litigant.

" Resolved, That the secretary of this meeting be, and he is hereby, ins'tructed to for-
ward these proceedings to the speaker of the house of representatives of North Carolina,
immediately upon its assembling in November next, with the view that the same may
by him be laid before that honorable body as our memorial, for such action as the exi-
gency of the case may demand.

Joseph H. Wilson, Chairman. Z. B. Vance.
L. E. Thompson. E. D. Johnston.
John D. Shaw, (LincoLuton.) A. Burwell, Secretary.
R. P. Waring. W. M. Smith.
Rufus Barringer. Robert Graham.
H. W. Guion. Paul B. Means.
W. J. Montgomery. Joseph Y. Allison.
W. H. Bailey. H. Cabiness.
J. Edmonds Brown. P. Durham.
M. A. Moore. H. D. Lee.
B. C. Cobb. Lee M. McAfee.
C. E. Grier. J. W. Gidney.
R. D. Os^jorne. J. C. Mills.
C. Dowd. J. F. Hoke.
D. Schenck. W. S. Bynum
R. W. Sandifer. M. L. McCorkle."

Question. Has that been filed with and acted upon by the legislature ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; it has been presented to the legislature aud referred to a committee
of five; so I saw in a paper yesterday; th:it is my authority for the statement. At
that meeting they also passed a resolution, which I Avill here put in for my own vindi-
cation. It is but a short resolution

:

"At a meeting of the bar, numerously attended, held at Charlotte, on the 2d day of
June, 1871, the following resolution was adopted:

" Resolved, That we do unanimously condemn the action of his honor George W. Logan,
in disbarring David Schenck, esq., an attorney of this district, as a gross usurpation of
power and a willful violation of the plain letter of the law.
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Eesolvcd, That a copy of tliis resolution be sent to Mr. Sclieuck as an expression of

o-ur sympathy with him.
"JOS. H. WILSON,

"C/iairnmH.

"Gentlemen present: Hon. J. H. Wilson, General Enfus Barringer, C. W. Do-wcl,esq.,

H. W. Guion. esq., H. C. Jones, esq., General E. D. Johnston, Colonel J. E. Brown, E.

P. Waring, esq., Armistead Burwell, esq., Eobert Osborne, esq., Columbus Mills, jr.,

esq., W. H. Bailey, esq., W. J. Montgomery, esq., L. E. Thompson, esq., J. D. Shaw, esq.,

M. A. Moore, esq.', C. E. Grier, esq., B. C. Cobb, esq."

That -was introduced by General Barringer, a reprthlican, and passed nnanimeusly.

Question. The memorial states, among other things, as to tlie incom])(!teucy of Judge
Logan, that there has been a great increase of crime there recently. Is it the opinion

of the bar, and the people generally of the district, that his incompetency has Jed to

many of these disorders ?

Answer. Yes, sir; there is no doubt about it ; his partisan administration of juslicb

is what is referred to in that memorial.
Question. In what respect is his administration partisan ?

Answer. It is partisan because he will not iuHict any punishment, or adequate pun-

ishment, upon members of his own party convicted of crime. His partiality is so gross

as to be observed by everybody.
Question. Do you know any instances of this partisan partiality?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. State them to the committee.
Answer. I will state two very recent ones that came under my observafuni just two

days before I was subpoenaed to attend this committee, at the Gaston (Oiiit this last

month. I have not got the date exactly, but it was this last luou h, at Gaston court.

A man by the name of Boyce Weir was indicted for a very violent assiiuVt upon a man
by the name of Eobinson,! think; I may be incorrect about that name. Eobiuson was
introduced as a witness, and swore to the facts. He was at an election ; it was in the

summer of 1870, while Governor Holden hud his militia in the county of Gaston. This

man, Boyce Weir, was one of the militia known as Holdeu's militia, the Kirk militia.

He insulted Eobinson bitterly ; and in the evening this man, Eobinsm, got behind a

man on horseback to go home, and having got some distance from tin;. i-K-itun ground,

Boyce Weir stepped out in front of them with a drawn pistol, and ord( red i hem to

stop. The man riding in front stopped the horse. He counnautied them to gor down.

They got down. He told Eobinson he had come out there to whip him ; and he ihen

beat him very violently, until finally he said he got his head between two saplings, s >

that he could not strike him any more. Some per.sous came up and intervened, and he

was rescued from this man WeiV. Weir submitted. Judge Logan tuiued to the wit-

ness, and asked him what was the cause of the difficulty between him and Wtir. Ho
Btated that he knew of no cause except that he was a democrat, while Weir was one of

the " melish" and a republican.

By Mr. Waddeix :

Question. An officer?

Answer. No, sir, not an officer. Judge Logan just remarked, " Let him be fined a

penny and the costs;" and the man Avas not fined a cent. I mean it was miminal

merely; that is, he was fined a penny and costs. The second case was the case oi

another one with the same militia. That militia was generally composed of very vio-

lent, bad men. Their place of rendezvous was a point on the Wilmington railroad,

known as Tump Station, near the Catawba Eiver. They came there aliont five or six

o'clock in the evening. There was a very respectable girl, by tlu; name of Sanford,

who lived some quarter of a mile from this pump, and in the evening .she was sent by
herauntdown to the cow-pen to milk ; and while there, one of the militia company
asked her if she was going back to the house wlieti she got through. She said she was.

When she started back, she was intercepted by this iellow. She swore that ho i)nt his

arms around her, and oflered her a dollar to submit to liis end)races. She refused, and

he pinioned her aims behind, and endeavored to trip her up. Slie screamed and hallooed

so as to alarm three neighbors, one as far olf as a (piarter of a mile. One of them
came so near, coming to her assistance, that this fellow saw him and ran. He then

took a litths dumpy on the railroad, and escaped across the river. He was convicted

of this oJhaise, and fined only ten dollars by Judge Logan. Miss Said'ord proved as

good a character as any girl in the neighborhood.*There was no impeachment of her

character whatever.

The coiniiiissi<)iier'« courts a^e equally bad ; uieu are arrested aud

blackmailed ;
iunoceuce is uo protectiou. The worst men are set free,

l)rovidcd tliey Avill implicate respectable gentlemen, of which Mr.

Sclieuck gives a striking illustratiou.
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Question. Go on witli your statement.
Ansicer. About the same time, a similar letter was written to Mr. Durfiam, a promi-

Dcnt couservative in an adjoiniuf^ county. I had a conversation with Mr. Dniham at

the spring court, in which we talked this matter over, and he told me he was greatly

mortitied at the conduct of certain parties in his county, and did not know what
it would come to unless stopped in some way. I told him I was trying to do all I

could, and told him of this letter from Governor Bragg. He said he had received
one also. Ho said he would do all he could to stop this violence. I knew nothing
more of it until after Mr. Durham was indicted. The facts I learned from him were
these : Thiit just before the Biggerstatf raid, he heard of the raid, and took nine
of his friends from Shelby to go out to one of the meetings. He wanted them as
witnesses to what he said in regard to it, and he took them along with him, and
went out to a meeting of these parties, in order to stop the Justice and Biggerstaff
raids. He had heard that these raids were to take place, and he made a speech on
that occasion to one of these clans that met at a place called Cherry Orchard, in

Cleveland County, in which ho told them the danger of these raids and violences,' and
endeavored to induce them to desist from it. After this speech he went home with
these nine men. He was indicted, and all these nine men were xiut in the same bill of
indictment, and for that reason he could not use them as witnesses. That was what
he complained of in that indictment, which I suppose is the fact that General Blair

wants to get at, that they selected, out of those sisty-tive men who were present, per-

sons who would swear that Mr. Durham advocated or at least assented to this violence

;

that they also selected those who would swear that the objects of the society were to

commit violence, while he would not get the benelit of the witnesses he had taken
there for the purpose, as his witnesses were put in the same bill of indictment, and
that others were selected to suit the prosecution, the mouths of his own witnesses being
shut by putting them in the bill of indictment.

By Mr. Blaie :

Question. It seems, from your statement, that the worst men, when they make con-
fessions, are let off without punishment, in the hope of implicating men who are not
criminals ?

A7iswer. Yes, sir ; I think that is the charge made, and that it is well founded on the
facts.

Question. Within your knowledge it is well founded ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I give the instances: Wherever a man will go before the conimis-
eioners—they call these courts in our country "puke courts"—and whenever a man
will go there and vomit forth all he knows, the viler he gets, and the more he tells upon
others, the surer he is to be relieved from jmnishment ; the more he will tell, the more
likely he is to get off. The idea is to implicate numbers, because t4ie more arrests they
make the more money they make. That is the experience of these men, except the
Baxters, who have been punished and imprisoned. The men who have been commit-
ting the most violence have been dischai'ged.

QueMion. You think the object of this is to make money ?

Ansicer. I have no doubt of it.

Question. Have they also any political object in it ?

Answer. I cannot say that. I can only tell you the declarations I have of the detect-
ive Bosher. He would arrest eight or ten men, and take them down and have them
discharged. Ho would say, "Boys, let's go and take drink now; I have made my
money out of you," and then they would all take a drink and have a jollification. He
w^ould state, "All my object is to make money and political capital. 1 am sent here for

that puri)Ose. 1 don't want you to understand that I am hero to make trouble with
you, only so as to make money and capital for the republican party." He would state
that on public occasions—that it was to make money for himself and capital for the
republican party. I will say, in regard to Bosher, that his treatment of his prisoners
has been very kind. I do not think that he has treated any prisoner unkindly, but ho
would arrest them. They stated that he wrote a letter—it is stated in the prints—that
there was no necessity for military force; that he had alreadj' arrested thirty by him-
self, and that he would go out by himself, go to the corn-shuckiugs, and arrest four or
five, and bring them in and have them discharged, and they would have a jollilicatiou

after he made his money. The men would come in, numbers of them. The court there
has got to be a matter of ridicule ; if a fellow will come in and pay enougli, he can get
out. As to Mr. V«st, I will say for him, as commissioner, that I do not know of his ar-

resting any'one except upon jjroper affidavit.

Question. You spoke about United States marshals and commissioners selling dis-

charges and making money out of it. Has there been any complaint before the ap-
pointuig power, the United States district judge, of those things ?

Answer. No, sir; we do not comi>laiu oi' anything the United States Government
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does ; we bear it all as patiently as possible. We do not tliink there is any redress
for it.

Qvc^liov. Have you any donbt that if these facts were brought to the attention of
Judge Ihooks, he would hesitate to remove them 1

Anstiw. I do not think the United States authorities would believe anything a dem-
ocrat said.

1- # * # » * #

Other i)arties acknoAvleged to having committed outrages. I think I heard that one
of them had boasted at a camp-meeting that he had committed twenty-four of these
outrages. They confessed to twu'uty-four, I think, not less than that, and they were
discharged ; they were not punished at all.

By Mr. Pool :

Quesiion. You mean that was by Judge Bond, the circuit judge ?

Ansu-ei\ Yes, sir ; they were discharged, not punished at all.

Question. And that was before Judge Bond, the United States judge in the circuit

court "?

Answer. Yes, sir. I am giving an account of it historically.

Question. I did not know but you were speaking of something before the commis-
eioner ?

Answer. No, sir ; they were j)ut on trial and plead guilty, and these parties were
turned loose ujion condition that they would implicate others. They were supposed
to know the members of the order, and when Mr. Vest, the United States commissioner,
was sent to Lincolnton those men were all used as witnesses ; all of them wer« brought
there, the Baxter crowd and the Anderson Davis crowd were both brought there, to act
as witnesses against persons they might swear to as being Ku-Klux. I tliink that
some 80 or 90 persons were arrested upon their testimony that they belonged to the
order. These men were summoned as witnesses there ; they drew a dollar and a half
a day as witnesses and were used there for that i)urpose. They brought the Baxters
out of jail for the ]»urpose ; they were at large during the time Mr. Vest was there,

some two weeks. I think there were eighty arrests Of members belonging to the order,

and out of that eighty I think some tifty were boiuid over upon various pretexts, or
rather various charges, because many were guilty. Those who had merely belonged
to the order were discharged, but these seven men who had committed these outrages
were not puu'shed at all ; and that is the point I desire to make in regard to that,

because the whole community was indignant at it. Two or three bills were found by
the grg^nd jury against this Davis for burglary, and the most heinous olieuses on col-

ored people.

By the Chairman :

Question. What was the community indignant about ?

Anstve^'. That these men were not punished.
Question. Was their indignation at the court for letting them off, or was the indig-

nation against them for their testimony against others?
Answer. They were indignant that these men were not punished; it was the general

sentiment of the commuuity that they sliould have been punished. I desire to say I

think Judge Bond was too lenient in that case ; but I do not desire to be understood as
shielding crime in any way. I think they ought to have been punished, every one of
them ; but what our ))eople complained of, what the conservative jiarty complained of,

was that those men wiiohad committed these outrages were turned loose as witnesses,

and attempts were made througli them to implicate T)arties who were innocent. So
far as I myself was concerned, I believe that they were asked on various occasions and
inducements were ofi'ered to them to lead tlK'in to swear that I had been a party to
ome of these violences, which was untrue. So, too, they attemi)ted to implicate various
other gentlemen who were entirely innocc^nt, merely because they had someiiromi-
nence in the conservative party. In fact, it was used as a political persecution against
these men.

By Mr. Blair :

Question, Tlicse parties who confessed their crimes and boasted of thorn, I understand
you to say were let olf without any punishment?

Answer. Yes, sir; and they are now witnesses at Kaleigh.
Question. Tiny were used as witnesses against men of some distinction and promi-

uenc(! as democrats ? ,

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. An attempt was made Ihrough tlu^m to im)dicate democrats?
Answer. Yes, sif.

Question. Were any of these men vliom Ihey released radicals?
Answer. Yes, sir ; this man Anderson Davis, who had committed more offenses than

any of them, had been for a long time a leader of the Uuiou League. He afterward
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joined the order known as Ku-Klux in 1870 and 1871, after it had degenerated into a
Hiob of rioters. He joined them and was a counuon robber. He had cojuraitted htir-

glary and robbery, and every other crime known to the catalogue. . He had formerly
been a leader among the negroes.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Yon do not mean that he was a republican after he joined the Kn-Klux ?

Answer. No, sir; but he is a very loud-mouthed republican now.
Question. You mean since he made his confession and was let oft?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but I do not think, to do justice to that party, that they are desirous
to receive him. The last time, a man named Beal was arrested, a very respectable
man, and Davis was brought as a witness, and they brought up three negroes and a
white man, who swore that they would not believe him on oath; and Mr. Vest dis-

charged the man.

By Mr. Blalr :

Question. But they arrested seventy or eighty men on his testimony ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; the State court was in session at the time the Vest court was, and
they have found two bills against him for burglary, one connnitted against a man
named Ishmael Roberts, a respectable colored man, from whom he took his sugar, and
coftee, and meat, and even the sheets from his bed, taking them to make his wife
clothing. He boasts of it on the streets; that is, this man named Anderson Davis.

Question. It is upon the testimony of men of this character that mast of those arrests

have be^n made up there ?

Answer. Yes, sir, I think so, upon these seven men connected with them. Some ot

them are of better character ; they were not all as bad as he was.
Question. But they were generally such men?
Answer. They were men who associated with him in these raids.

Question. It appears that Mr. Plato Durham, who testified before this committee, has
since been arrested ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Will you state the circumstances attending his arrest?
A7isiver, I can only give them to you as he has given them to me.

By Mr. Pool :

Question. Was he indicted before the circuit court?
Anstvei: Yes, sir. 1 was going to say, as you asked for the conduct of these men, there

is another cause of complaint against these marshals at Liucolnton, that they have
appointed some very illiterate men as marshals, who were going around selling what
they called discharges. They will come to a man and say to him, "Davis has sworn
that you belong to the Ku-Kiux. We don't want to punish you, but we can make
some money out of your arrest. They will issue a summons for the man and bring
him before the commissioner, and advise him to get two friends to swear that he never
committed any violence, and then he is discharged. Thereupon they get their fees,

which amount, in the aggregate, to $10: I brought a little specimen of one of these
discharges with me, which I think will give the committee an idea of the character of
the men selling them out, something like the indulgences sold in Luther's time.

Question. Read it.

Answer. It is so badly spelled that I do not know whether I can. It ought to be
seen to be appreciated. [Reading from a printed slip as follows :]

" Lincouton November the 2 day, 1871.

"This is to surtifi That was Rain By Mea Beefore the u. s. comishner R. P.
Vest at the coat Hous in Lincoton of Bern Berlongiu to the in viserl Emphire and was
Dischard of the vilatin of the acct of congress charged in the With in Warrent. This
2 day of November, 1871.

" THOS. W. WOMBLE, D. P. MarshaV

By the Chairman :

Question. Do you wish to be understood as conveying the idea in your testimony that
the defendant charged with this oflense paid the deputy marshal for such a discharge?
Answer. Not for that one.
Question. For any one ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir, I do. I will state the facts. I will state one fact that came under
my observation. Squire Potts, a gei^tlemau living in the eastern end of Lincoln
County, stated that one of his neighbors had received one of these discharges in Ra-
leigh. He had been arraigned before the court down there and gv/t some discharge, I
think from the district attorney. When Mr. Vest and his marshals came to Lincomton
they spokfe of rearresting this person, and he brought this discharge and exhibited it to
the marshal to show that ho had been discharged at Raleigh. The marshal told him
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that was not worth—the marshal used a profane expression. He replied that he had
paid $5 for it at Raleigh. The marshal said it was not worth a —, and used a prol'aue
expression ; and he could give him one that was worth something; and he tore it up
and gave him another.

We tbiuk we have shown sufficiently that tlie whole machinery of the
courts is being used in the most corrupt manner for the basest party
purposes ; that the Army of the United States is aiding and abettiugin
these outrages. In our opinion the soldiers in North Carolina might be
more profitably employed in arresting or killing the Lowry gang, the
only objection being that they generally kill democrats aud vote the
radical ticket. Mr. Giles Leach thus speaks of that gang of outlaws

:

Well, Henry Berry Lowry, and his crowd of about seven men, were outlawed, but
they were unmolested during the whole time. They shot a man in sight of the camp
of the United States soldiers, killed him dead, and escaped with impunity.

Question. Who was killed ?

Answer. John Taylor. They shot him in sight of the camp of United States soldiers,

and then escaped with impunity.
Question. Without any attempt being made to arrest him ?

Ansu-er. O, the soldiers formed into line as soon as they could get all dressed right,

and see how to go along. They went, but tben it did not amount to anything. It was
in the edge of the swaujp that they shot their man aud left him. He was a man who
had been very active in trying to effect their arrest, aud whom they liad threatened
before, whom they had notified that if he did not leave the country they would kill

him. I suppose they fixed upon a time and place to be as defiant of tiie United States
authorities as they could ; I suppose that was their object. They have killed about
seventeen or eigiiteen men, I thiuk, at different times.

Question. Within what time ?

Ansivcr. Since 18G3; I think they have killed as many as eight men -nithiu the last

BIX mouths ; and they have notified a great many men that if tliey do not leave the
country they will kill them. Some leave the country ; some will not leave, and the.y

kill those who do not leave. I suppose they have driven off as many as twenty men
from the country.

Question. Just notify them to quit?
Answer. Just notify them that if they do not leave the country they will kill them.
Question. What class of men are those they kill or notify to leave the country ?

Ansiver. They are generally men who have heretofore exercised influence and author-
ity in the coHuty—men who are influential in uuiking efforts to arrest them.

Question. Have these outlaws auj' xjolitics ? What ticket do they support ? To what
political party do they adhere ?

Ansiver. I think that Henry Berry Lowry never had any politics. All his relations,

all his color, all his kin, all who are associated with him in any way, are republicans.

He has been in one or two processioiis of the republican party ; but having been under
a ban in consequence of warrants for his arrest, I do not think he has ever voted. I

do not know how that is; some say ho has, and some say he has not; but I think my-
self that he has never voted. I think all the balance of the band have voted the repub-
lican ticket. They are of that class that forms and makes up that party in that section

of the State.

Question. And who are the men he has killed or made to quit the country ? Are they
democrats or republicans ?

^«s!('CT. They are all what are known to us as conservatives. I do not think that
any who have quit the countrj' are republicans. He has killed eighteen or twenty
men. This one man has killed that many, aud I think that two of them were repub-
licans—men who were impressed to hunt them as a part of the i)osse.

By the Ciiairm.\n, (Mr. Pool :)

Question. Do you mean that two of them were democrats ?

Answer. I mean that two of the men he killed were republicans. I think, though, it

was because they w(!re hunting him.

By Mr. Blaih :

Question. ]5ecause they were in jmrsuit of him ?

Answer. Because they w(;re in pursuit of him. It has got to bo spoken of as a fact

that they liave nevur slain a republican. My onvu impression is that they slay the men
who are trying to capture them as outlaws.

By Mr. Buckley :

Question. Without respect to party ?
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Ansiver. Woll, sir, it is ouo of those things it is almost impossible for me to decide
about. I have heard it remarked iu that country that of the eighteen or twenty men
they have killed, thei'o have been but two republicans, and those they killed accident-
ally ; that is, they did not know they were republicans. But I am inclined to the
opinicm that they just kill those men who are seeking to arrest them.

It appears, also, that, not satisfied with the usual methods of obtaining
testimony to inculpate the people of the Southern States, the executive
branch of the Government has resorted to the dangerous and detestable
system of hired s])ies and informers.

By the published testimony of H. 0. Whitley, taken before the Senate
Committee of investigation in ]N"ew York a few weeks since, it appears
that under the employment of A. T. Akerman, late Attorney General of
the United States, Whitley, who describes himself as "chief of the
secret service," has had a number of detectives in the Carolinas, Geor-
gia, Florida, and elsewhere, "working up" cases of "Ku-Klux," and in

this some 810,000 has been expended within six or eight montbs, and
the work is still progressing ; also that Whitley has been in communica-
tion with Mr. Scott, of Pennsylvania, chairman of the joint committee,
respecting this business.

Such agencies are certainly dangerous in the administration of justice,
and never more so than under the undefined charges of the act of Con-
gress, under which Mr. Akerman supposed he had his warrant for the
employment of such characters as Whitley and his gang, of whom
Judge Benedict, in the circuit court of the United States for the south-
ern district of New York, iu his charge in the late case of the United
States vs. Miner, personally spok(f as follows:

In regard to the detectives, I but repeat what has often beeu said, that, as a class,

their evidence is always to be scrutinized, and accepted with caution. I do not say
that detectives never tell the truth upou the stand. I do not say that they always
misstate upon the stand. What I do ^ay is that, from their occupation, from their calling,

from their living a life of deceit, constantlg engaged iu the manufacture of this and that and
t^w other stori/, their statements upon the stand are not entitled to the same weight as those of
ordinary ivitnesses of good character taken from the mass of the commmlitg.

This strong and emphatic language was used by a judge of ability

and experience in a trial for counterfeiting—one of the most dangerous
crimes—and in a case where Whitley's personal testimony was chiefly

in question. A New York jurj' acquitted the prisoner because they
would not believe Whitley and his compurgators upon their oaths. Yet
who shall say to what extent similar or worse testimony has been re-

ceived and acted upon by the packed juries in the late trials in North
and South Carolina, or what portion of the testimony relied on by the
majority has an equally questionable basis of fact.

By Whitley's own statement he was once an amateur hunter of fugi-

tive slaves from Missouri, whom, to the number of thirteen, he captured
and returned to their masters. And this incident of his dark and dis-

creditable career appears strangely with his present employment under
the secret-service fund of the Government which has abolished slavery
forever.

We ought perhaps to repeat that while the witnesses on all sides, in

every State, proved that it was a standing rule among the negroes not
to allow one of their race to vote the democratic ticket if they could
possibly prevent it, and while statements similar to the following, made
by General Wright, of Georgia, w^ere made hy more than twentj' wit-

nesses, and not contradicted by a single one, no negro has ever been
arrested or punished, either under the eulorcement bill or any other
law, and, we suppose, never will be. The statement we refer to is

—

Answer. I have never seen any attempt on the part of the whites to intimidate the
negroes. I know, from personal observation, that negroes were intimidated oy their
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own race from voting the democratic ticket ; I know tliat was niarkoclly the case at
the last election. I witwessed it, where negroes were threatened with the severest
pauishmeut for voting the democratic ticket; they were set upon by their own race
whenever snspected ol' having voted the democratic ballot. In the town in which I

live the election manager!? who were appointed by the governor, and were of the re-

publican party, had a ballot-box for the negroes and one for the whites. A negro
could not vote at the colored box, as they call it, if ho voted the democratic ticket;
it would have been worth his life to have made the atten)pt. The only way in which
they could vote the democratic ticket was by being smuggled in among the white
people and allowed to vote at the white box, and protected by the whites while going
in and connng out from the place of voting. As a matter of course, the negroes do not
understand this election business; when they first went into the election, they had au
idea that by voting they would get something ; it was an iudefiuite idea in their minds,
I presume, but they thought that they would be benefited by this thing of voting.
They were very jealous of their rights to vote, so much so that they armed themselves,
and went armed to the polls. At the last election, in a county adjoining the one in
which I live, in Columbia County, a crowd of about three hundred negroes armed
themselves with pistols, and shot-guns, and Joe Brown pikes, aud had their regular
officers, and marched down to the place of voting with a thorough military organiza-
tion ; I do not think the negroes knew any better. However, they wei'e met at the
outskirts of the village, and talked to by some of the leading citizens, aud they stacked
their arms there and dispersed, and there was no difficulty. The whites determined
they should not come iuto town with guus in their hands.

We have iu the foregoing review of the condition of the Southern
States, and in the special report on South Carolina, which follows, as
part of this general report, endeavored to lay the facts developed by
our investigations before Congress and the country in as intelligi-

ble a form as we could in the midst of the pressure of other busi-

ness. As we said at the outset, we iiave not seen the report of the
majority, and not knowing either what they assert or what they recom-
mend, we have been compelled to speak of the evidence taken by the
committee more in detail than we might otherwise have felt it neces-
sary to do. We felt that as the evidence was too voluminous to be read
in detail, it was proper that we should set forth such portions of it as
illustrated what we stated, either as facts or conclusions. We feel con-
fident that we arc sustained in the assertion we made in the beginning,
that there is nothing in the evidence taken tending to show that there
is either any combination, conspiracy, design, or desire on the part of

of any respectable number of the people of the South to deprive the
colored race of any of their civil or political rights, and there is cer-

tainly none either to subvert or interfere with the legitimate authority
of the Federal or State government.
We again point to the fact, which will not and cannot be denied, that

it is not i)retended that any Ku-Klux organizations exist either in Vir-

ginia, Tennessee, Arkansas, Texas, or Louisiana, and that none ever ex-

isted in one-tenth of the counties in any of the other States, as conclu-
sive evidence that there is no general combination; since, if every man
in every county in which a band of disguised men was ever seen had
been a member of the order, it would not have embraced five per cent,

of the men of the eleven Southern States, while no man will be bold
enough to assert that one-tenth part of the people in any of the counties
in which outrages were committed either belonged to the Ku-Klux
bands, or aided and abetted them in any way.
We have shown. General Grant being the witness, that after the close

of the war the people of the South were honestly and earnestly striving

to comply \Wth all the recjuirennMits of the Federal Government; that
discontents and disturbances did not begin luitil alter the cotton-

thieves, the pretended Treasury agents, and the soldiers were licensed

to plunder them—when they were denied rei)resentation in Congress,
aud Freedmen's Bureau agents aud Loyal Leaguers broke up aud de-
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stroyed their labor, taking absolute possession and control of the negro
population, whose minds, excited by the novelty of their situation,

were taught to believe that the property of their former masters be-

longed to them. The successful effort to engender -bitterness and hatred
to the whites, on the part of the colored popuUition, putting the ballot,

and often the bayonet, into their hands, while large masses of the intel-

ligent whites were disfranchised and forbidden to use arms, created, of

course, hostility to the men and the party by which such outrages were
perpetrated, encouraged, or tolerated.

When it became apparent that the object of all this oppression was
robbery and plunder; when corruption and ignorance were the pass-

ports to i)0\ver, men in many instances became reckless, and took the
law into their own hands. One thing seemed to be agreed on by all

the witnesses except those who are making a living by plunder; that is,

that an immediate and unconditional removal of All political disabilities

from all men would do more to restore order and preserve it than all

the i>ains and penalties Congress could devise. A universal cry comes
up on that subject. While these disabilities remain, the wisdom, intel-

ligence, and influence of the States cannot be nmde available, especially

in those portions of the South where intelligence and wisdom are most
needed to conduct local governments. It is folly to insist that men
shall suppress disorders when the positions are withheld from them in

which alone they can do it ; and they dare not try it when their pri-

vate elibrts are tortured into evidence that they belong to the bands
perpetrating the outrages, for that is the reward usually of successful

efforts in that direction. Men cannot fight with their hands tied ; they
cannot serve the governmeut, State or Federal, when an attempt to
hold position is a crime. We trust if the majority of the committee
agree with us in nothing else, thej^ will, in view of the overwhelming
public sentiment which they have all seen manifested all over the South,
at least unite with us in i!ui)loriiig Congress, in the interest of peace,
law, and order, to grant universal and uu qualified amnesty to the i)eo-

ple of the South.

What follows was drawn up by Mr. Van Trump, as the minority mem-
ber of the sub-committee visiting the State of

SOUTH CAROLINA.

By a vote of the general committee, assembled at the Capitol in W^ash-
ington, in May last, a sub-committee, consisting of Senator Scott and
Representa rives Stevenson and Van Tru^ip, were sent to the State of

South Carolina to take testimony in what was alleged to be the disturbed
portions of that State. The sub-coiumittpe was occupied in that business
fi-om the 3d to the 27th of July, inclusive, and over one hundred wit-^

nesses were examined at Columbia, Spartanburgh, Union Court-House,
and Yorkville. Of the witnesses who vrere examined by and in behalf
of the uiiijority of the committee, fifty-three were colored persons of the
very lowest grade of intelligeuce belonging to human beings, thirty-six

of whom were examined at Spartanburgh. One noticeable fact about
these negroes was, that they were almost constantly herded together in
and about the post-oflice at Spartanburgh, kept i)y a man of the name
of Cannon, one of the most violent p;uti>;ans in that community. Any
one who will be willing to undergo the labor of looking carefully through
the testimony—taken without restriction under the most remarkable
decision of the general committee, that all mere rumors and hearsay
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should be admissible—will be struck with the uniformity in the narra-
tion of what the Ku Klux said and did, especially that they were
whipped or otlierwise maltreated '"cause they voted the 'publican
ticket." Whether or not they were trained to do this, no unprejudiced
mind would doubt lor a moment that they were just the kind of mate-
rial to be njolded at the will and command of any unscrupulous white
man who had a common purpose with them in establishing any given
state of facts. From the very nature of the case, there were and there
could be no means of contradicting them, except so far as they might
be made to contradict themselves on their cross-examination. Usually,
however, thei'e was such a paucity of facts in tlieir narrative, outside of

the alleged action of the disguised men, and there was such a sameness
in their mode of stating them, that even a cross-examination would fail

to elicit the truth, if their evidence was false or feigned. But whenever
one of them ventured out of tlie beaten track of their examination, he
would be very likely to be at cross-purposes with the truth. Take the
following case as an example :

A respectable looking young white farmer, aged tv.enty-three years,

by the name of La Fayette Chafltin, was examined at Spartanburgh by
the majority of the committee as to whether he was a member of the
Ku-Klux Klan, and particularly whether he wrote or knew anything
about a certain paper, exhibited to him by the committee, purporting to

be a Ku-Klux notice to one John Lipscomb, a colored man residing in

the neighborhood of the witness. He calndy went through a most
searching examination ; denied belonging to the Ku-Klux organization,

and that he ever saw said i)aper before. The negro Lipscomb, of most
forbidding personal appearance, but above the intellectual average of

the South Carolina negro, was called up to demolish Chaftin. We give
portions of his examination-in-chief and cross-examination, relating to

this paper, as a specimen of South Carolina negro testimony, and upon
which are to hang the property, the liberty, and the lives of the white
race of that most unfortunate and oppressed Commonwealth. For this

purpose we make the following extracts from his testimony:

By the Cuaikm^vn :

Question. Do you know anything ahout this notice ? [referring to the notice set forth

in the testimony of the witness, La Fayette ChalBn.]
J7iswcr. Yes, fc;ir.

Queaiion. Wliero did yon get that ?

Anstver. At Gochee Meetiug-Honse.
Question. Where did you get tliat, and how did you come to get it ?

Atisicer. I was at the church on a Sunday—at the Gochee Meeting-House—I was
standing looking at the geutleraau wlien he wrote it, and stuck it uj) at the side of the tree.

Question. Did you see the man write that ?

Ansu-er. Yes, sir.

Question. Wlien ?

Ansirer. Last August.
Question. Where f

Ansu-er. At Gochee Meeting-IIonse.
Question. IIov.- (h) yon know it was that paper?
Answer. I saw liim write it.

Question. When did yon get it?

Answer. I (jot it two (ccrA.v after that.

Question. Who put it nji on the tree?
Answer. lie did it himself.

Question. How did Chaffin come to write it while you were fliero?

Answer. lie wiote it on a ]iaper that he didn't think I should have.
Question. Did Chaffin tell you what it was when he was writing it?

Answer. No, sir; not at that lime.

Q.uestioH. Wlio else was there when you saw Chaffiu writing ?
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Answer. I was there for one; in about ticenfy yards. •

Queatioii. Who else was there °1

Ansicer. A whole parcel of them were.
Question. How do you know it v/as (hat paper he was writing?
Ansicer. Because I saw him writing somk, and saiv Itim stick it up there.

By Mr. Van Tru:mp :

Question. Was this a cluirch where both white and black people went?
Answer. Yes, sir ; white and black.

Question. Were there a good many there white and black ?

Answer. Ye*., sir.

Quesiiou. You were standing twenty yards from the door, with a party of white peo
pie and colored people ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir, right around ^e.
Question. Where did you first see Chaffin writing?
Ansicer. Where did I see him writing that ? / saw him icriting off some tjdrty yavds

straightfoncard before me.

Question. Were there any peox^le out where he was ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How many ?
,

Ansicer. It looked like some five or six white ones.

Question. What did he write this thing on ?

Ansicer. He looked like'he was writing on his knee; I don't know what he waa
writing on. He carried it around and laid it ui^sn the wagon or buggy ; something
right on his knee.

Question. Had ho a pen and ink ?

Answer. I don't know.
Question. Did he write with a pencil ?

Answer. I can't say what he wrote it with ; all I can say is, he wrote it.

Question. W^as it with a pen or pencil ?

Answer. They were crowding round so, I could not see whether it was a pencil
or not.

Question. How many were crowded around ?

Answer. Five or six.

Question. Could j'ou not see with what he was writing ?

Ansicer. Not to see whether it was a pen or pencil.

Question. Did you see the paper ?

Answer. I did not see anything but that.

Question. I am not speaking of this paper, but the paper he had. You think the paper
he was writing on was this paper ?

Answer. That's the one he wrote on.

Question. How do you know it is ?

Answer. The reason I know he v.rote it is, so far as I know, he stueTc it np beside the

tree.

Question. How do you know it was this paper ?

Ansicer. Because the people told me my name was there on the paper. It was a man
with a pistol drawn in his hand, and I was drawn on it, and my name on the paper.

Question. And because the people told you, two weeks affericai'd, that there was a paper
on that tree with figures on it, one like a man with a pistol in his hand, yow think this

is the verj' paper that Chaffin was writing that day ?

Answer. Why, what docs the paper say '!

Question. Answer my question. You say you were told of the existence of a pai)er
two weeks after this Sunday, and that you saw Chaffin writing the same paper that
was on the tree, with figures on it like a man with a pistol ; and, therefore, you think
it is the same paper.

Answer. I said in two weeks time I got the paper.
Question. How soon did you hear of it ?

Ansicer. 1 heard it several days before.

Question. Now, Lipscomb, fell me how many people were in sight when Chaffin was
writing that jsaper and stnck it u])on that tree; how many were all around the church,
and in the church that could see that f

Answer. I am telling yon exactly the way, as far a.sl know. There was a great many
people there that day ; but to say who was noticing him particularly with that paper,
I could not tell ; but I saw it.

Question. And yon saw him with this paper, and stick it tip there f

Answer. Yes, sir; he wrote that jiapur and stuck it itj) to the tree.
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Question. You swear to that ? •

Jusuwr. Do I swear that he stuck it up to the tree? I will swear this way, that he
•wrote the paper.

Question. This paper that is hero ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you not swear that he stucJc it up there'?

Answer. I swore that he stuck the paper on a tree, closer to the church than he was.
Question. Did you swear that Chathn wrote this paper on that day at the church?
Answer. Yes. sir.

Question. Thirty yards from where you were?
Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Question. And that he took this paper, after ho had written it, and in the face of all

ihe people, went to ilie tree and stuelc it up there ?

Answer. You asked me how much nearer it was to the tree.

Question. Did he w^alk to that tree, and stick this up on tho tree, in the face of the
people that day ?

Answe7-. I don't know whether he did it before the crowd, hut he stuck up there that
day ; whether he did it right before the crowd I don't know ; but he stuck it up that
day.

Question. What time of day was it?

Answer. 1 don't know exactly what time ; but it was after dinner-time of day.
Question. Did you say that after he got done writing it, he took it and stuck it upf
Answer. Yes, sir, 1 did.

Question. How long was he in writing it ?

Anstver. I don't know;,- how long.

Question. You say the preaching was not over when he commenced writing it ?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. How long did tho sermon continue?
Ansiver. I don't remember.
Question. Don't you mean to say that while you and these people were there, that

when he got done writing this paper, he walked right np to the tree and stuck it there
did you not say that ?

Ans Ker. Yes, sir ; I said he put it on the tree.

Question. Did ho not do it just then ?

"Answer. Not as quick as he wrote it.

Question. How long afterward ?

Ansiver. I don't know what time in the day he did it, what hour or minuto ; ho put
it on that day.

Question, Were the peoi)le there when he did it ?

Ansiver. I reckon they were ; and they might have pretty much gone.
Question. You arc a pretty smart negro, are you not ?

Ansiver. I don't know about that.

Question, You think you aro ?

Answer. I don't think I am much smart.
Question. How long did you staj'^ there ?

Answer. I staid there until the crowd commenced breaking right smart.
Question. You left, then, before all tho crowd left ?

Ansiver. Some two or three were there after I left.

Question. You say you left wlien the crowd began to break up ?

Answer. I said I left about the time the ci'owd broke up.
.Question. Before you left, Cbaffin ])ut this paper up, for j-ou saw him ]^ut it up ?

Ansiver. I did not see him stick the paper np to the tree.

Question. You did not?
Answer. No, sir; hut I recolleet this mueh, that I saw him writing this paper,
Queslioon. Who brought you lusre to swear ?

Answer. I came for the party that called me.
Question. You say, now, yon did not see him stick it up ?

Anstver. I saw him write the paper.
Question. Is that all you saw ?

Answer.'! saw liim write the ])aper; and a gentleman said he was standing rigb
beside him when he wrote the i)ai)er, and saw him write ihv, ])aper.

Question. Do you say, now, that you did not see Chalhn stick this paper on tho tree ?

Answer, I told you that l\li-. Chailin wrote it.

Question. But you said that after he wrote it he stuck it on the tree.

Answer, If he wrote it, I was satisfied he stuck it there ; as long as ho wrote it him-
self, you know.

Question. How do you know, if you did not see liim stick it up, but merely saw hira

writing something on a i>ai)er, that he sdn^k (liis i)ariicn]ai' jiapcr up ?

Answer. What makes me say it is, he wrote it. I showed this jjaper to a gentleman
after I got it.
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Question. Two weeks afterward ?

Ansircr. Yes, sir ; aud lie suuctilied that he kuew it ; and he sauctilied he knew who
did it, but w.ouhl not tell.

Question. That was Whitely ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sir.

Qiieslion. That makes you know tliat Chaffiu stuck this up ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I kuow he did.

Question. Have you not said half a dozeu times that you saw him write this i>aper, and
saw him stlcJc it up on that tree?

Ansivcr. Yes, sir.

Question. Did you see him stick it up there ?

Ansivei: Xow 1 am going to tell ijou. He goes to the tree ; he had done the u-riting ; he goes
to the tree, and then iu the eveniu.ij; the writiog was i^roved to be ou the tree.

Question. Theu you did not see him stick it on the tree ?

Ansiver. I saw him have the ))apcr iu his hand going to the tree. That is the way I
went. I took the paper a few days after that— about, nearlj^ two weeks.

Question. Do you kuow how many times I can make you tell that you saw him stick

this paper up, before I get through with you ?

Answer. It ivas the very daij lie wrote the paper.
Questfhn. Can you guess how many times I can get you to say that you saw him with

this paper, and stiek it up on tlie tree, right in tlie face of the cougrcgation, in broad day-
light? Do you know how many times you v.ill say it before you get through

f

Answer. I have said it oi'ten enough.
Mr. Vax Tru?.ip: I think you have.

We, of course, cannot afford to occupy the valnable space of this
report to make any further extracts from the testimony upon this point.
"\Ve only introduce the above as a specimen of negro testimonj" iu the
South; testimony which is sought to be the means of overthrowing
the character and good name, not to say the rights and liberties, if

not the lives, of a whole commonwealth of people. We pass, then,
the negro testimony for whatever it is worth. But, while we do
this, we do not deny that iu that portion of South Carolina, com-
monly known as the Piedmont region, embracing the counties of
Spartanburgh, Laurens, Chester, and York, a broken and somewhat
mountainous region of country-, largely i)opidated by an ignorant,
imeducated and, when excited by wrong, a lawless class of white
people, there have been within the last eighteen mouths or two years
numerous instances of lawless outrage upon the black population by
disguised men, known by the name of Ku-Klux ; but that this state of
things, to any considerable extent, grows out of i)olilics, in the ordinary
l)artisan sense of the term, we do most emphatically deny. This fact,

we think, is not only fully sustained by the testimony, but every intel-

ligent observer, who has visited this portion of South Carolina since the
lawless operations of the Ku-Klux began, entertains the same views.
In this connection we make the following extract from the southern
correspondence of the ISTew York Herald, written from Spartanburgh
under date of November 1, 1871, It is not, it is true, in the legal
technical sense of the term, testimony, but it will have, aiid ought to
have, far greater force and weight than a large portion of the negro
evidence talien before the committee. It is the production of one of
the regular traveling correspondents of that paper, as is manifest in
one of his letters, which gives the correspondence between himself and
I\l;yor Wilkes, commander of the Federal troops stationed there, aud
aiso a United States commissioner, in relation to the correspondent's
request to visit the prisoners in charge of the military, of which we
will speak hereafter. The correspondent says

:

A few miles from this place are the mountains, along which runs the imaginary
line which separates South Carolina from North Carolina. Ou this mountain raug-e
have lived, from the Declaration of Independence to the x>reseut day, u class of men
differing iu mauy respects from the majority of the white population of South Caro-
lina.. It may, indeed, be truly said that several distinct classes exist, farming, as it

'3o K K
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•u-ere, an almost distinct people. Among tliem are not to bo found many men of cnl-

THre. Their bigliest eJasscs arc, for tbo most part, men of limited education—respect-

able, intelligent men, undoubtedly, but still men of limited education, witb tbeir own
ideas of society. Tliere is anotber class of boncst tbougb almost iguoraut meu, eacb
possessed of bis little farm, upon wbicb be labors, unaided by negroes. Tben tbero is

a- tbird class of low, degraded wbite men, many of whom are employed in the illicit

<l"iStiIlation of wbiskey, liuding it, as it is bumorously said, more convenient to carry
tbeir corn to market in a fluid state tbau in tbe grain. A large proportion of tbo Ku-
Klux jirisoners belong to tins class, and, in fact, thej^ give numerical strengtb to tbo
crganization. So far as tbo iirst two classes are concerned, I ani satisfied tbat Jbeir

object in joining tbe Kn-Klux was for self-protection. Tbo buruing of tlie barn of one
of tbese siuall farmers would be temporary ruin to bim, and tbe knowledge tbat tbe
criminal would not be punisbed by tbe State would naturally enougb incline bim to

take tlie law into bis own bands. Tbe motives of tbe wbiskey-distilling element wero
undoubtedly bad. From time immemorial tbese men bad been a lawless, " low-down"
set. It is not denied by tbe Federal authorities here that all tbe fiitby atrocities cred-

ited to tbe Ku-Klux were committed by tbem, an'd I should not be surprised if tbeir
" dens" Avere formed for tbe purpose of wreaking private vengeance and resisting tbe
revenue ofiicers in their attempts to arrest illicit distillers and destroy tbe^r' stills.

But I i'eel satisfied tbat tbe arrest and pnnisbment of tbese men could have been
efiectcd easily witbout euspeuding tbe writ of habeas corpus, stigmatizing entire com-
munities as lawless and insurrectionary, driving tbe best citizens of tbese counties
into exile, and paralyzing tbe industry of the State.

But we present a still more significant coiToboratiou of our views upon
tbi.s question as to tbe character of tbe men who compose tbe Ku-Klux
in Soutb Carolina. A number of men living in tbese upper counties were
arrested, tried, and convicted at Columbia witbiu tbe last two moutbs
as members of tbe Ku-Klux Klau, and were sentenced to imprisonment in

tbe penitentiary for different terms of service. Tbe character of tbese

meu is shown from the following extract from tbe New York Times,
tbe special organ of tbe President, of tbe 27tb January, 1872

:

The steamer Charleston arrived in this city last evening from Cbarleston, SontL
Carolina, having on 1)oard twenty-four convicted Ku-Klux iirisoners, in cbarge of a

detacbment from tbe Eigbteentb Infantry, under tbe commaud of First Lieutenant
Potter. Tbese prisoners were tried and convicted at tbe recent term of the United
States circuit court held at Columbia, Soutb Carolina, and were on tbeir way to tbe
Albany penitentiary. Tbe sentences vary from one year to five, witb fines from §100
to §1,000. Tbey were confined in a bulkhead in the forward part of tbe ship wbich
bad been temporarily fitted up for tbeir accommodation. Tbey were all apparently
wbite men, but a more forlorn, woe-begone, haggard-looking crew could scarcely be
found. All were furnished with gray lilanbets, which tbey wtre in the manner of
cloaks over tbo shoulders, fastened witb strings. With one or Iwo exceptions, Ihey bore

upon iluir faces (he stolid look of utter iffnorancc. The reporter was told that only one or

two could read or write. Their rough, haggard faces, ragged garments, and unkempt
liair presented a singular spectacle, seen by the dim light of 1 be ship's lantern. Among
tbe former was an old man, over sixty-fne j'cars of age, who is the bead of a large

family. He has received one of tbe beaviest sentences, viz, five years imprisonment,
and a fine of §1,000. Tbey were taken on to Albany last evening.

The above paragraph, tbougb not intended as such, is a most wither-

ing comment upon tbe policy of ('ongress and the action of the Presi-

dent in relation to affairs in South Carolina. The Constitution was tram-
pled under foot in tbe passage of what is known as the Ku-lvlux law;
a power was delegated to the President which could be exercised by the
legislative authority alone; whole communities of innocent people were
put under tbe ban of executive vengeance by tbe suspension of tbe writ

of habeas corpiis i\t the mere whim and caprice of tbe President; and
all for what ? For the apprehension and convicttion of a few poor, deluded,
ignorant, and unba])py wretches, goaded to desperation by the insolence

of the negroes, and who could, bad the radical authorities of South
Carolina done tbeir duty, just as easily have been prosecuted in the
State courts, and much more promptly and cheaply, than by all this

imposing machinery of Federal power, through the military and judicial

departments.
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In atlditiou to this, we shall show by the strongest testimony that
this state of things is the clearest natural offspring of as corrupt and
oppressive a system of local State government as ever disgraced human-
ity, and utterly unparalleled in the history of civilization. No modern
instance of wrong and oppression, of robbery and usurpation, can ap-

proach it in wickedness and infamy ; nor can any people on the face- of

the globe, not even the unhappy Poles in their darkest days of suffer-

ing, rival the great body of tlie best citizens of South Carolina, for the
patient, we had almost said the abject, forbearance with which they have
submitted to the infernal persecution of their rulers. That class de-

scribed so aptly by the Herald's correspondent did not submit to it ; but
who will deny the proposition that while we denounce the effect, we
should also condemn the cause ? That while we punish the crime we
should also remedy the evil which produces the crime? It is an axio-

matic truth that bad government will produce bad men among the best

people on earth ; and that has clearly been the cause of Ku-Kluxism in

South Carolina. In this.we are only "repeating history." It has been
So in all ages of the world. It produced the Carbonari in Italy : it

gave rise to the Free Compankms in France, in the bad reign of Louis XI

5

and it filled all England with Moss Troopers imder the iron rule o-f the
Normans, and who leapjjeared in Scotland against the tyranny of the

English Crown inior to the union. Even Rohin Hood and his burly fol-

lowers, whether mythical or real, whether their exploits were luat'ters

of mere romance or of veritable history, serve to " point a moral " in the

philosophy of government ; for they stand both as the representatives

and the exeniplars of the indisputable fact, that good as well as bad
men will band themselves together in resisting the aggression of tyrants

wielding political power. So far from this condition of things in South
Carolina resulting from party politics, and esjjecially in relation to any
question of Federal politics, we are satisfied it is, in most cases, si mp,ly

a question of labor and social caste betv.een that class of the white
population and the negro in that portion of tlie State ; and the testi-

timony wholly fails to show ;.ny like condition of things in any
other parts of the State. Indeed, it will be ^-ell remembered that there

was no very amicable state of feeling between these two classes even
in the days of slavery. Fully impressed with the truth of this propo-

sition, both by observation and intercouse with some of the juost intel-

ligent of these southern people, the minority member of the sub-com-
mittee deemed it only a waste of time even to attempt to hunt up coun-

tervailing testimony as to the commission of these outrages, though he
by no means admits them to the extravagant extent as claimed ; he felt

that the truth of history would be better vindicated, and that a knowl-
edge of the means would be more successfully furnished to the national

legislature, to apply, if so dis))osed, the true remedy lor this great evil,

by showing the cause and the process, of robbery, corruption, and out-

rage which have produced it. These two classes of people, white and
black, are, from the lUicessity of their position, constantly brought into

close and sharp contact with each other. They are fierce competitors

in the earning of their daily bread ; they are competitors in labor in all

its varied rural forms, and in the renting of what is now called one
and two horse cotton farms ; for there exist no longer in South Carolina
any great proprietary cotton plantations, at least in that portion of it

visited by the committee. The antagonism, therefore, which exists

between these two classes of the i)opulation of South Carolina does
not spring from any political cause, in the ordinary party sense of the
term ; but it grows out of that instinctive and irrepressible repugnance
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to compulsory affiliation with another race, planted by the God of nature

in the breast of the white man, perjjaps more strongly manifested in

the uneducated portion of a people, and aggravated and intensilied by
the fiict that the negro has been placed as a ruler over him. This is not

tbe place to discuss negro suffrage or negro equality, even in a govern-

ment or State where the negro is in a controlling majority
; but we can-

not refrain from declaring right here that no iair-minded man, we care

not what may be his prejudices or his party ties, can go down to South
Carolina and see the practical workings of the system there without

being driven to the admission that the policy which has made a San
Domingo of one of the States of tliis Union is one of the most terrible

blunders ever committed, one of the most reckless and unwise political

movements ever inaugurated in a government of fixed laws and con-

stitutions.

As we have jusit remarked, we do not propose to discuss at large the

question of negro government in these pages; but we feel that it would
be a dereliction of duty on our part if, after what we have witnessed in

South Caroliha, we did not admonisli the American people that th?:

present condition of things in the South cannot last. It was an oft-

quoted i^olitical apothegm, long prior to the war, that no government
could exist " half skive and half free." The paraphrase of that proposi-

tion is equally true, that no government can long exist " half black and
half white." If the republican party, or its all-powerful leaders in

the Xorth, cannot see this, if they are so absorbed in the idea of this

newly discovered political divinity in the negro, that they cannot com-

prehend its social repugnance or its political dangers ; or, knowing it,

have the wanton, wicked, and criminal purpose of disregarding its con-

sequences, whether in the present or in the future, and the great

mass of American white citizens should still be so mad as to sustain

them in their heedless career of forcing negro supremacy over white men,
why then " farewell, a long farewell," to constitutional liberty on tliis

continent, and the glorious form of government bequeathed to us by
our fathers. The mind of every thinking man is troubled about our

future. He knows that a conflict of races nnist be the inevitable result of

such a policy. In a struggle for the political power of the State, this

conflict is already as clearly marked as white is from black. The line

of separation between parties there to-day is not only one of color and
distinctive races, naked and unbroken, but it is a question of supremacy,

of exclusive tenure to office, of the right to govern, and a separation of

representation from taxation. Such an anonudous state of affairs as one

race ruling the other has never existed in any form of government, re-

publican or monarchical, except by force and coercion. There can be

neither sympathy nor harmony in any i)o]ity where such antagonism is

attemi»ted to be'overconie by law. God's law is higher than man's law.

Man's pujiy statutes cannot repeal or iiullify the immutable ordinances

of the Alniighty. Thos(^ whom God has separated let no man join to-

gether. There can be no permanent partition of power, nor any peace-

able joint exercise of power, among such discordant bodies of men. One
or the other must have all or none. It is the very acmeof folly and
fanaticism to suppose, in this day of enlighteinnent and its consequent

pride of feeling among the superior )-ace, that there can be a reproduc-

tion of the ancient fa))k' of tying the living and the dead together with-

out causing de'ath to Itoth. Svho would have dreamed, iifteen years

ago,what highest and most fiir-seeing intellect among the great men
who establisiied this Government upon the basis of homogeneity of race

and color, couM have imagined that in the first century of its existence
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African freedmen, of the lowest type of ignorance and brutality, would
rule a sovereign State of the Union, and be the arbiters of the rights and
property of a race who have ruled the destinies of nations ever since
government was known among men I Such a state of things may last

so long as the party shall last which had the power and audacity to in-

augurate it, and no longer. But whenever that partj shall go down,
as go down it will at some time not long in the future, that will be the
end of the political i;)ower of the negro among white men on this conti-

nent. Men in the phrensy of political passions may shut their eyes to
this fact now, but it will come at any time when the negro shall cease
to be a party necessity in the politics of this country. Thousands of re-

publicans, even now, hate him for his iusolence and for his arrogance
in the ready self-assertion of his new-found rights and privileges. Tlie
truly sincere and rational humanitarian looks with sorrow upon the
future status of the poor, deluded negro ; for in the near state of things
which is to come, when the two great parties which now exist shall have
l*assed away, he sees either the exodus or the extinction of this disturb-
ing element in the social and i^olitical condition of the more powerful
race.

" that a itiau might know
The end of this day's hnsiuess ere it come !

Bat it sufficeth tltat the day will end,

And then the end is known."

The condition of things in South Carolina, we dare assert, is without
a parallel in the history of any people of any civilization. Even when
the Eomans were swayed by the keenest lust for conquest and dominion,
their legions conquered the outside nations, not to degrade and destroy,
but to elevate and improve the people who yielded to their invincible
arms, and to attach them to and identify themselves with the Eoman
institutions. Barbaric vengeance never went so far, never so violated
the natural titness of things, as to place the slave over his former mas-
ter, the arbiter of that master's rights, by way of retribution for his
former servitude, even where master and slave were of the same race,

or at least of the same color.

We shall not go into the question as to what effect or whether any
effect was produced on the popular mind of South Carolina b\" Federal
legislation since the war. But we take occasion to say that even that
inquiry would exhibit patience and forbearance on the one side and at
least intolerance and severity on the other. The leaders of public opinion
in the North, in what they are pleased to call the "reconstruction" of the
Government, seemed to have forgotten the great maxim of true states-

manship, that after an armed conflict between two sections of the same
nationality, brought about by a dissimilar construction put upon the
organic instrument of government upon questions of sectional policy and
local rights, " the offenses of war should be obliterated by peace.-' Indeed
the whole theory of Federal legislation since the war, in regard to the
southern people, is a transposition of the wise and humane observation ot

the old Eoman statesman : Pacem hoininihus hahe, helium cum vitiis. The
republican party shut their eyes to the fact that the true i)urpose of war
is to insure peace, and that all the causes of the war should cease with
the war itself. If modern civilization has not made that step forward, it

h.as gained but little, outside of its greater strides in grosser things, from
what it was centuries ago. It ought to bring the blush of shame to the
cheeks of some of our statesmen to know that even in the old monarchies
of Europe a higher and broader view of these questions is taken by
statesmen surrounding a throne, and more in consonance with public
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liberty and constitutioual government. Edmund Burke, in his fourth
day's speech on the imi)eachment of Warren Hastings, broke out into

the Ibllowiug manly and Christian train of thouglit upon the relations

of the conquered and the conquerors, even where the parties to the war
were separate and independent nations, and belonged to different races

of men

:

If, then, all dominion of man over man is the effect of the Divine disposition, it is

hound hy the eternal laws of Him that gave it, with which no human authority can
dispense ; neither he that exercises it nor even those wlio are subject to it ; and if they
were mad enough to make an express compact that should release their magistrate
from his dnty, and should declare their lives, liberties, and properties depoudeut upon,
not rules and laws, but his mere capricious will, that covenant would be void. The
acceptor of it has not his authority increased, but he has crime doubled. Therefore,
can it be imagened, if this bo true, that He will sufter this great gift of government,
the greatest, the best, that was ever given by God to mankind, to be the plaything
and the sport of the feeble will of man, who, by a blasphemous, absurd, and petulant
usurpation, would place his own feeble, contemptible, ridiculous will in place of the
Divine wisdom and justice ? The title of conquest makes no ditference at all. No con-
quest can give such a right ; for conquest, that is, force, cannot convert its own injustice

into a just title, by which it may rule others .it its iileasure. By conquest, which isti

more immediate manifestation of the hand ofGod, the conqueror succeeds to all the pain-
ful duties and subordination to the power of God which belonged to the sovereign whom
he displaced, just as if he had come in by the positive law of some descent or some elec-

tion. To this, at least, he is strictly bound : he our/lit to (jovcrn them as he governs his own
subjects. '^ * ^ No, my lords, this arbitrary power is not to be got by conquest ; nor can any
sovereign have it by succession, for no man can succeed to fraud, corruption, rapine, and
violence ; neither by compact, covenant, or submission, for men cannot covenant them-
selves out of their rights and tlieir duties ; nor by any other means can arbitrary power
he conveyed to any man. Those who give to others such rights perform acts that are
void as they are given, good indeed and valid only as tending to subject themselves,
and those who act with them, to the Divine displeasure, because morally there can be
no such power. Those who give and those who receive arbitrary power are alike
criminal ; and there is no man but is bound to resist it to the best of his i^ower wher-
ever it shall show its i'ace to the world. It is a crime to bear it when it can be rationally
shaken oft'. Nothing but ahsoluto impotence can justify men in not resisting it to the
utmost of their ability. Law and arbitraiy power are in eternal enmitj'. Name me a
magistrate, and I will name property; name mo power, and I will name protection.
It IS a contradiction in terms; it is blasphemy in religion, it is wickedness in politics,

to say that any man shall have arbitrary powers.

When the republican party yielded the question of their power, as
they did in the case of Jefferson Davis, to punish by judicial process
the southern jjeople for treason committed in rebellion, upon the
ground that they had acknowledged them as belligerents, peace, am-
nesty, reconciliation, restoration to all political rights, was, ipsofacto^

guaranteed to them by the Federal Government, not only and merely
as the dominant power by conquest, but especially and significantly

as the great tribunal erected by the Constitution to insure domestic
tranquillity and to promote the general welfare of the people of all the
States; and all subsequent legislative punishment, by dei)riving them of
any rights common to all under the Constitution, or imposing upon
tbem any conditions not sanctioned by the organic law, wns a naked
usurpation of i)Ower, unjust, cruel, and oppressive, and utterly unworthy
of a great Government securely entliroued in victory over those they
were tlius grinding into the dust.

The hidden purpose, or at least one link in the chain of this system
of legislation, was to punish not so much the immediate authors of the
lebellion, although that was the pretext, as to strike the old slave-

Ijolding aristocracy, for the great sin of slavery and their hauteur and
arrogance in their bearing toward the people of the North, and partic-

ularly their former northern associates in the halls of legislation. The
republican leaders in Congress, as the authors of the reconstruction

pohcj-, ought to have knwvn, and perhaps did know, that the largo slave-
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holders of the South, and iiarticnlarly of South Carolina, the avant
coiircur of the rebellion, were powerless to influence the course of events
whieh culminated in secession and put slavery "to stand the hazard of

the die.'- Horace Greeley was observant enough to note this fact ar;

an earl3' day. During the war the following appeared in his Tribune:
Throngboiit all the agitations pendiug the outbreak of the rebellion, the more exten-

sive and wealthy among the slave-holders steadily resisted disunion, as involving the
overthrow of slavery. Governor Aiken, tlie largest slave-holder in South Carolina,

slipped away to Europe, if we mistake not, very early in ItfGl, and there remains.
At all events, he has never liad a word of cheer for the rebellion. Governor Hannuond,
another South Carolina patriarch, rich, shrewd, and a most intense devotee of the
institution, has been ominously silent ever since Lincoln's election. The men who
had most at stake upon slavery hesitated to play the desperate game to which they
were impelled, knowing well that by playing it they risked their all.

Another quotation, but from another source, is quite as distinct upon
this point

:

Every man acquainted with the facts knows that it is fallacious to call this a "slave-
holders'" rebellion. , A closer scrutiny demonstrates the contrary to be true; such a
scrutiny demonstrates that the rebellion originated chietly with the non-slaveholders,
resident in the strongholds of the institution, not springing, however, from any love
of slavery, J)ut from an antagonhm of race and lioaiiliti/ to the icka of equality iciih the

J}lacks iiivolved in simple emancipatioH.

Now, if this be true, it only goes to show that as a code of ex post

facto criminal law, so to term it in a technical sense, the reconstructive
policy of Congress, while it is really aimed at only portions or clas.ses of
the southern people, it indiscriminately involves all in its sweeping
operation, as a species of unfriendly and unconstitutional legislation.

There is as much inconsistency as there is a want of charity and gener-
osity in this disposition to punish by hostile legislation the late southern
slave-holders because they had once been the owners of slaves. The
history of slavery, before and immediately after the Kevolution, has been
greatly misunderstood. It was the colonics and not the States who were
responsible for the existence of slavery on this continent. As it could
not be abolished in the change of Government, it was, theretV)re, invol-

untary on the part of the States entering upon their new relations. At
the time the States, as such, met in general convention to frame a Fed-
eral Constitution, the popular sentiment in the South, among slave-

holders as well as non-slave-holders, was clenrly in favor of gradual
emancipation. And the delegates in that convention from the Xew
England States did more to strengthen and perpetuate slavery on a still

broader territorial scale than all the delegates from all the Southern
States united. They had a large interest in doing so. The merchant
marine of Massachusetts, particularh', were at that time quite exten-
sively engaged in the African slave-trade, and it was in response to their
clamorous appeals that the clause was inserted in the Constitution that
the importation of slaves should not be interdicted by law, until at the
end of twenty years after the Constitution should have been ratified by
the several States. It was not until this clause in the Constitution had
become dormant by time that the anti-slaver3^ howl was heard from
j^ew England ; nor was Exeter Hall, in London, heard from while slavery
existed as a colonial institution. So true it is that -when

" Self the wavering balance shakes,
'Tis rarely right adjusted."

These are facts in our history which should not have been overlooked
by rulers or people; they should have had their aj^propiiate considera-
tion and influence in restoring friendly feeling among the sections r.fter

the close of a war wlrch was inaugurated upon this very question of
slavery. But instead of this the singular fact is presented, that the
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descendants of those who demanded that the slave-trade should be rec-

oguized and sustained by a clause in the organic law of the govern-

ments, at least for a limited period, are now the hottest persecut(*rs oi

the descendants of those who opposed its insertion, and were the special

friends of emancipation ! But all this has been patiently submitted to.

Not only the people of South Carolina, but the people of the South

generally, if the testimony of General Grant himself is worth anything

in that regard, elicited at a time when there was no pressure of i^arty

managers upon him, frankly and unreservedly accei)ted the new situa-

tion, negro suffrage and all, as the covenant of peace, and as the assu-

rance of renewed "friendly relations between the North and the South.

So clearly is it a fact that the people of South Carolina do not feel

hostile to the Federal Government, that even the quartering of Federal

troops among them, to stand as sentinels upon their conduct, does not

excite any animosity among them. On the contrary, they have hailed

their advent among them, especially after that most inhunous act of

their carpet-bag g-overnor in organizing and arming the negro militia

during a political canvass in which he was a candidate for re-election,

of which we shall have occasion to speak hereafter. There is not a

Federal military ofiicer among them with whom they do not maintain

the most cordial personal relations, with but one single exception, per-

haps, in the case of Major Merrill, stationed at Yorkville, of whom we
may also have something to say hereafter.

There is nothing which marks the object of the Ku-Klux bill passed

by Congress, and the appointment of this joint conunittee of investiga-

tion, more clearly and distinctly than the (course pursued by some of the

Federal civil ofhcers in South Carolina since the passage of the bill and
the appointment of the committee. Every eifort was made, no stone

was left unturned, to make it appear that the Ku-Klux Klan was a

strictly political organization. In the examination before the several

sub committees, in discussions everywhere, public and private, in Con-

gress and out of it, this seemed to be the cardinal object. But, so far

as the investigation is concerned, in relation to South Carolina, they

have utterly and entirely failed, except in the parrot like recitals of some
of the negro witnesses as to what was said by the Kn-Klux themselves.

Directly after the sub-committee left South Carolina, and, indeed, before

they left Spartanburgh, the military commenced arresting men chiirged

with belonging to the organization, almost entirely u[>on the accusation

of negroes. Up to Noveuiber 1, 1871, they had arrested and imprisoned

quite a number in the jail at Spartanburgh, men living in tlu^ mountain

regions, ignorant and without education to the last degree. Either vol-

untarily, or through some other means, quite a number of them con-

fessed that tliey did or had belonged to the Ivu-Klux. Now, it will not

he denied by any one, we think, that where there is no issue of fact or

controversy as to the guilt or innocence of a i)risoner charged with the

commission of (/rime, and where he admits tlie cliarge by a voluntary

confession, there cofdd be no possible objection to a kno\yledge on the

l)art of the public as to the character of the confession" itself. This

would be still luore ai)parent and conclusive where the parties confessing

are luunerous; the knowledge sought to be obtained was as to the mo-

tives of their action, and under a pi-oposition that no names were to be

used in making pul)lic the character of the ('onfessions. In a contest

between the i)eople of the locality of the alleged crimes and the ruling-

party in the Government, both State and Federal, whether such organi-

zation was a political one or otherwise, ami where the United States

commissioner having in his iwssession the notes or memoranda of these
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confessions refused an inspection of them by an accredited correspondent
of one of the great leading journals of the country, denying him at the
same time an interview with the parties who had made the confessions,

it must strike any mind that such officer was acting in accord vrith some
geueral system inaugurated by some other and higher power. Tbis con-

clusion would not be weakened if it should appear that vvhatever was
contained in said confessions seemiug to favor the peculiar objects of

the party in power, somehow or other fonnd its way into the columns
of the newsi^apers in tlie interests of such party. How much more em-
inently just and proper would the converse of such a course be, in a
case such as novv- exists, where, by the charges and slanders of the po-

litical party holding' the administration of the General Government,
made through their public press and the debates of Congress, sought
to make their political opponents in the i>rorth responsible for these
disorders in the South ! But it is vain to expect any manliness or mag-
nanimity from a party who would, in the mere ^vantonness of power,
deliberately seek to falsify history and destroy the character of a high-

minded and intelligent people. Let the following correspondence speak
for itself

:

SP^VRT^tSBURGH, SOUTH CAROLIXA,
Monday mormiig, Novcmhcr 6, 1S71.

My Dear Sir : Reflecting upon your offer to let me see a few of the confessions of
tlio Ku-Klus prisoners, I have arrived at tlie conclusion that it will scarcely be fair to

the pcop](3 of this part of the State to pick ont a few cases. Commissioned by Mr.
Bennett, of the New York Herald, to make a full and impartial investigation into the
troubles in these counties, I am desirous of obtaining all possible facts which may
enable me to arrive at a just appreciation of the situation. It is charged that the
Ku-Klux organization was strictly political, and that it resisted the enforcement of the
laws. My duty is to ascertain if snch charges are warranted by the statements and
papers placed before me for consideration. Now, suppose that you show me live con- •

fession.s of crimes by the Ku-Kius upon individuals whose only offense was that they
were politically obnoxious to their persecutors ; and suppose that you have one huudred
other confessions in which the reasons assigned for the raids are that the victims had
committed crimes, such as robberies, &c. ; would it be just to take the five as evidence
of the political character of the organization and ignore the one hundred ? On Satur-

day evening last you showed me the concession of'a man, which gives the following
reasons for outrages perpetrated by his " den :

"
.

First. A negro whipped had beaten his former master almost to death.

Second. Another negro whipped had " shoved aside " a white man at the election,

and had given information to a revenue officer.

Third. Two men whipped were charged with stealing meat.
Fourth. One negro whipped had boasted that when '• the Yankees " came he would

go to '' cpiiltings," sit beside white girls, and have a white wife.

Fifth. One man, whose arrest was ordered, but who the Ku-Klux did not get, was
charged with having stabbed a man who had a State warrant for his arrest.

Observe, my dear sir, that of these five cases there is but one in which the reason
assigned is political. Of the others one is resentment of declaration of social

equality by a negro, while all the others are directed against real or alleged criminals.

Upon this confession men have been arrested, and while it may be that they merit
punishment, I cannot perceive wherein, except in the one case, their offenses arose
from political intolerance. This confession has made so dee^) an impression on my
mind that I have determined to submit the foUovring request : Will you permit me
to examine all the confessions in your jiossession, and extract therefrom the rciasons for

the several raids confessed ? I j>ledge you my honor as a gentleman and a journalist,

neither to publish nor to divulge the name of any individual implicated in any confes-

sion, but to confine myself strictlj-^ to the fact of the outrage. Since my arrival here
I have been favorably impressed withyour apparent desire to act fairly and impartially
in the investigation now pending and I trust that you will fully coufirm this impres-»
bion by acceding to a request which in no way defeats or even retards justice.

I need scarcely inform you that my object in writing this instead of communicating
Avith you verbally, is to publish this letter in the Herald, should you deem it proper to

dc-cliue affording mc the information I requu'c.

I am, my dear sir, very truly yours,
NE^V YORK HERALD COJIMISSIONER.
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Spartanbuegh, South Carolina, November 6, 1871.

Dkar Sin : In reply to your letter of this date, requesting leave to cxamino the con-
fessious of Ku-Klux, I have to say that I consider neither public nor private interests

would be subserved by it, aud hence I decline to accede to your request. The affida-

vit or cofifcssiou you refer to was the first one made before nic, aud was the entering-

wedge into the Ku-Klux organization here. Since then other and far more outrageous
acts liavo come to light, which I think ought more jiroperly bo placed before the coun-
try througli the medium of a public trial than through the press.

Let me call your attention to that portion of your letter giviug an enumeration of
clifl'ereut " reasons " lor outrages committed. These " reasons " were alleged as " causes "

for the outrages, aud you accept them as true; the deponent himself does not 'go so

far, by any means. So the inference suggested that only 20 per cent, of the outrages
arc on account of politics is not supported by the affidavit. The distinction you draw
between " political" and other offenses is ingenious certainly, but is not warranted by
a proper construction of the laws denouucing penalties for conspiracies against the
rights secured by the Constitution and laws of the United States. I think you fail

to ap]n-ehcnd the full intent and purpose of the statutes relative to the suppression of
Ku-Klux outrages. These laws propose the punishment of all otfenders committing
illegal acts in disguise, and conspiracies against the rights, privileges, and immunities
which hp^ve been secured to citizens of the United States, comprehending the rights

of lift^, liberty, and proi^erty as well as of sutFrage. (See the fourteenth amendment.)
A careful examination of the enforcement act of May 31, 1870, (section G,) as well as

of the Kn-Klux act of April 20, 1871, (section 2,) will, I think, convince you of tliis.

Please do me the justice to publish this letter, in connection with your own, if you
adhere to the resolution expressed in the latter.

Eenpectfully, yours,
THOS. M. WILKES,

United States Commissionpi'.

This correspondence is peculiar and quite suggestive. Mr. Wilkes at

once assumes all the airs of a diplomat. Had he received instructions

from headquarters ? If he failed to see, as he says he did, how a com-
pliance with the requCvSt of his correspondent could subserve either the
public or private interests, why did he submit to his inspection five of

these confessions i)rior to the occurrence of the correspondence f What
new light had broken in npon his brain 1 Had he heard from Wash-
ington? And hatl he selected, under instructions, just such as would
suit the purposes of his party ? Having done so, did he think it would
be more conducive to the party schemes he was placed there to carry

out thus to suddenly shut down ui)on all further insjiection of these

confessions ? If these confessions, as this extremely conscientious com-
missioner suggests, could be " more properly placed before the country
through the medium of a public trial than through thp press," why did

he not claim that as a justification in regard to the five confessions also,

and refuse them too ? Did he want to eke out just so many of them, and
no more, as would serve the purposes of his masters, and stop ovXj
where the danger to his party began? The position which he assumes
inSiis reply is absurd and ridiculous, and is the result, not of Ms judg-
ment, but a mean and unworthy trick of his superiors, wl^ether at Wash-
ington or Columbia, to hide the truth from the northern people.

The genus carpet-bagger has been niainly the cause of the jiresent

deplorable condition of affairs in South C;nx)lina
5 he is the demon of

discord and anarchy; his infernal schemes and intrigues with the negroes
have thrown a whole people into utter and hopeless despair. No clan of

knaves and scoundrels avIio have ever scourged or disgraced humanity
was better or more truthfully described than does the pen-picture i)()rtray

the carpet-bagger of Soutli Carolina, which has becni hung up for the
scorn and detestation of all honest men by one of the great republican

leaders of the North, Horace Greeley, when he describes him as follows :

They are fellows who crawled down South in the track of our arirues, generally at

a verj' safe distance in the rear; 8f)mo of them on sutlers' w.agons ; some ))earing cot-

ten pei'mits some of them looking sjiarply to sec what might turn up ; and they
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remain there. They at once ingratiated tliemselves with the bhicks—simple, credulous,

i'nioraut men, very glad to welcome and to follow any whites who professed to be the

champions of their rights. Some of them got elected senators, others representatives,

some sheritl's, some judges, and so on. And there they stand, right in the public eye,

stealing and plundering, many of them with both arms around negroes, and their

hands fu their rear pocket, seeing if they cannot pick a paltry dollar out of them.

To turuish some idea of the character of the white republican leaders

of South Carolina, whether " carpet-bagger" or " scalawag," and to show
how miraculousl}' they can change their political opinions for the high

and noble purpose of serving their country in some ofiicial position de-

rived from the Federal Government or through the suffrage of the negro,

we give the follo\Ying extract from the testimony of the sanctimonious

Cummin gs, whose piety and virtue are so pungently described iu a little

):>iographical notice of him by the correspondent of the New York
Herald of the loth November last, and who so kindly furnished to the

committee a list of all the negroes he had ever heard, imagined, or

dreamed of being whipped in Spartanburgh County

:

By Mr. Van Trthmp :

Question. Do you know Doctor Javan Bryant ?

Answer. I know him.
Question. Is he a republican ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. An active rei^ublican?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. A man disi^osed to assert his rights on all occasions?

Answer. I think so. Ho canvassed the county last fall as candidate for the legisla-

ture.

Question. He is also understood to bo one of the principal leaders in the county ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is regarded as among the leading republicans in the county.

Question. He was a member of the legislature ?

Answer. Yes, sir; before he was a republican.

Question, He has been a democrat, then ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. He is one of these recent changes ?

Ansioer. I voted for him iu 1868, I believe.
^

Question. He is, like yourself, one of these recent changes from democracy over to

republicanism ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was he also a member of the investigating committee in relation to the third

congressional district of South Carolina?
Ansiver. I have heard it stated that ho was on an investigating committee, either the

third or fourth, I think it was the fourth, but I may be mistaken—appointed by the

legislature.

Question. In regard to what you spoke of a moment ago, the reports and the rumors
in these wild times in South Carolina, I wish to read to you what is, perhaps, rather a
llorid specimen of political literature ; but I read it as coming from Doctor Bryant in

an official reporf—I believe it is a minority report:
" No one can fail to be struck, upon reading the evidence taken by the committee,

with the many vague, incoherent, and ludicrous accounts given by these x)oor colored

people, many of whom were so iguorant as not even to know their own names, of the

herculean size, hideous i>roportious, and diabolical features of what they called the

Ku-Klux. And it affords me great ideasure to be able to report, that, after having
'thoroughly investigated' the matter, I am of opinion that the ghosts, hobgoblins,

jack-o'-the-lanterns, and Ku-Klux of the third congressional district are but allotropic

conditions of the witches of New England, whoso larva?, having long lain dormant nntil

imported hitlier in the carpet-bags of some xnous political priests, germinated in the

too credulous minds of their poor jjroselytes, and loomed into luxuriance in the fertile

fields of their own imaginations."
The Chairman. What is the date of the report?
Mr. Van Trump. There is no date given here, but it ia headed " Report of the com-

mittees ou investigations in the third congressional district," and it is signed " Javaa
Bryant."
The Chairman. What is the date of the paper in which it appears ?

Mr. Van Trump. It is in the Daily Columbia Phoenix, of March 1, 1870.

Mr. Stevknson. Is it a minority report ?
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Mr. Van Trump. I suppose so.

Mr. Stevenson. He wtus then a democrat.

The first prominent cause of public disturbance, of which these car-

pet-bag patriots were the authors, was a most thorough and secret

organization of the negroes, in all the counties of the State, into Loyal
Leagues, in many instances armed and adopting all the formula of signs,

pass-words, and grips, of an oath-bound secret organization. Who does
not know, who has any knowledge at all of the negro's nature, that in

an organization like this, headed by dishonest and unscrupulous white
men, that the negro would be a mere blind and dumb machine in their

hands"? That has been its operation in South Carolina. At Spartanburgh,
one of the members of the sub-committee inquired of a negro witness,

on the stand, how it was that there was no difference of opinion among
the negroes uj^on political questions, like among the whites, and why it

was that they all voted the republican ticket. His reply was, " ^Vhy
Lor' hress your soid, onassa, icc stco' to do dat in de League! '- That simple
answer by this newly created suffragist, this mere automaton of the
ballot, is a full explanation of the political solidity of the negro race iu

South Carolina. The dumb mule on whose back he vain-gloriously

rides to the polls might just as well vote as his rider, under such cir-

cumstances, for there would be; scarcelj^ any less volition in the act of the
mule than there would be on the part of the negro, at least such as we
find him in South Carolina. With such an element to work upon, igno-

rant and degraded to the last degree, the carpet-baggers rushed down
to the South, fierce and rapacious as hungry wolves, marshaled the ne-

groes through the midnight discipline of these Xo?/o^ Leagues, marching
them up to the ballot-box like herds of senseless cattle, and inaugurated a
system ofplunder and corruption, through negro legislation, so startling

and gigantic as to stagger the common belief. Is this stating the case
too strong ? Let Congress and the people turn to the testimony, and
incredulity will yield to conviction. If our space would permit, we
could quote abundant republican testimony to sustain the allegation.

On page 9G2 of the i)i"inted South Carolina testimony will be found a
letter from the present attorney general of the State, Hon. I). H.
Chamberlain, of course a pronounced republican and a native of Massa-
chusetts; who, as he significantly says in his testimony, "carried his

sword to the South, and,.when the war was over, remained there.'" This
letter is dated May 5, 1871, only ten weeks before the sub-committee
went to South Carolina, and is addressed to (Jolonel W. L. Trenholm,
late secretary of the treasury of the confederacy. This republican
office-holder says

:

I propose to lay aside all partiisansliip, and simply to state facts as I conceive them
to exist. Let 118 look at our State wlieu the reconstruction acts iirst took eilrct in lc()8.

A social revolution liad been accomplished ; aii entire reversal of the political rela-

tions of most of our jieople had ensued. The class which formerly held all the politi-

cal powers of our State were stripjied of all.

The class which had formerly been less than citizens, with no political power or
eocial position, Avere made the 8ole depositaries of th(i i^olitical powers of the State. I

refer now to tlie jiractical results, not to theories. The numerical relations of the two
races here were such that one race, under the now laws, held absolute xiolitical control
of the State,

The attitude and action of both races, under these new conditions, while not nnnatr,
ural, was, I nnist think, unwise and unfortunate. One race stood aloft and h:iu;^htily

refused to seek the eoniidencc of the r.acc which w;is just enteriufj on its new jiowcrs

;

while the other race quickly grasped all the political i>ower wliich the new order of
things had placed within their reach.
From the nature of the cnse, the one race were devoid of political experience, of all

or nearly .-dl education, and depended mainly for all these (]ualitics upon those who,
for the most part, chanced to have drifted here from other Stuten, or wlio, in very r:iro

instances, being former residents of the Stat*, now allied themselves with the other
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race. No man of common iirndencc, or who was even slightly familiar with the work-

ing of social forces, could have then failed to see that the elements which went to com-
pose the now dominant party were not of the kind which produce public virtue and
bouor, or which could long secure even public order and peace.

I make all just allowance for excepti<jual cases of individual character, but I say

that the result to be expected, from the very nature of the situation in 1863, was that

.1 scramble for ofiice would ensue among the members of the party in power, which,
again, from the nature of the case, must result in lilling the oflices of the State, local

and general, with men of no capacity, and little honesty or desire to really serve the

public.

The nation had approved the reconstruction measures, not because they seemed to

be free of danger, nor because they were 1)liud to the very grave possibilities of future

evils, but in the hope that the one race, wearing its new laurels and using its new
powers with modesty and .forbearance, would gradually remove the prejudices and
enlist the sympathies and co-operation of the other race, until a fair degree of political

homogeneity should be reached, and race lines should cease to mark the limits of

political j)arties.

Three years have passed, and the result is—what? Incmnpctennj, disho^jesii/, corrup-

tion in all its forms, hare '^ adranccd their miscreated frontsf have put to flight the small

remnant that opposed them, and noic rules the party ivhich rules the State.

You may imagine the chagrin with which I make this statement. Truth alone com-
pels it. My eyes see it—all my senses testify to the startling and sad fact. I can
never be iudiiterent to anything which touches the fair fame of that great national

jiarty to which all my deepest convictions attach me, and I repel the libel which the

])arty bearing that name in this State is daily i)Ouriug upon us. I am a republican by
habit, by conviction, by association ; but my republicanism is not, I trust, co?)(j;osa?

solehi of equal parts of ignorance and rapacity. Such is the plain statement of the prksext
CONDITION of the dominant party of our Slate.

Thus it will be seen, from this very candid statement of the attorney

general, that this is the present., not the past, deplorable condition of

things in South Carolina ; existing at the very time the sub-committee
^vas in session there. It is not a description of the corrui:»tious and abuses
of the past, happily reformed and corrected by the honest efforts of the

party in power responsible for its existence; but it is the agonized,

voluntary wail of a repentant coadjutor, touched at last by the stings

of an uneasy conscience, for a state of fraud and corruption which was
actually then festering in every department of the State government,
and while its infamous authors, white and black, carpet-bagger and
scalavvag, were rearing their impudent fronts before an outraged people,

alike defiant of public opinion and fearless of a just i>uuishment for

their crimes.

And yet this repentant and conscience-stricken attorney general of

the negro commonwealth of South Carolina is in no small degree re-

sponsible for the terrible state of things which he so faintlj^ describes,

and now so earnestly deplores. He was one of the early worshippers of

this ebony deity, this new exemplar of the statesman and the philoso-

pher. If this dovus homo in civilization is marked by a black skin, thick

lips, and a ihit nose, the law officer of this new " Utopia " did not hesitate

to confer upon him his apotheosis while liviug,.thusinaugurating a " de-

parture" from the custom of the ancients, who made it a posthumous
ceremony to the manes of their departed heroes, statesmen, and
philosophers. Mr. Chamberlain and his republican coadjutors have
succeeded in i)lacing the negro and the almighty dollar in the sanctuary
of the Constitution ; and if they are disatisfied with their work, it is too
late now to bewail their action. They j^erformed the sacrilegious cere-

mony, and cannot now kick over the altars of their sacrifice. They will

find it no easy matter in this instance to change from idolaters to icono-

clasts. But this dignified carpet-bagger is not the only witness.

Take another instance of republican testimony. On pages 4S5 and
486 of the printed testimony taken in South Carolina will be fouud the

following passage, taken from the columns of the Charleston Kepublican,
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a radical organ, under date of Marcli IS, 1S71, upon the subject of the

great Greenville and Blue Eidge liailroad swindle :

Oae uian was promised $1,000 ; another made more thau ten times tiiat amount in

cash ; some sold themselves for gold watches ; one poor member of t*hc house sold

himself for the paltry sum of §21 ; some sold the last remnant of their manhood where
the judiciary committee's room was turned into a bar-room, Sec. Besides this, oue of

the Greenville party sought to enter intoaiegotiatious with Mr. James Breunan, ("early

in the session our Columbia correspondent, and now trial justice for Charleston

County,) for the buying of the Charleston press, and particularly this journal. Mr.
Prennan assured the gentleman of the fat pocket-book, that this journal could not be
oought. The gentleman had a notion, so ho said, that he could buy any newspaper

;

he is now a wiser man ; he has found that there is one ho cannot buy—and this gentle-

man is a member of the legislature ! He liad declared that the bill could not be passRd
for $80,000. We know some of the details of the plan. He said, for instance, $5,000

to get the bill out of the railroad committee
; $30,000 to pass the senate, &c.

Take the following extract from the Missionary Record, a republican
religious and political journal published at Charleston, and edited by
the Kev. R. II. Cain, a colored clergyman, which extract will be found
on page iSG of the South Carolina testimony:

The time has come for every honest man in the republican party to assert his liberty,

and declare his opposition to a class of men who have proposed to rule the colored peo-

ple of this State with a rod of iron of damnable corruption. Ft)v the last two years a
certain set of unmitigated scoundrels [carpet-baggers] have dictated to '^he masses
of voters of this State what they should do, what they should think, and how they
should act. There has heoi a certain cJa.ss who have been inckcd up out of the i)rit>onfi and
ffuttcrs of povcrtij cominfj to this State, begging their passage and lifting contributions to start

them in business, who have since grown so proud and arrogant that they now wish to

dictate to the whole people what their duties are and whaf they should think.

Such is a picture, drawn by republican hands, white and black, of the
present rulers of South Carolina. Let us look for a moment how they
organized themselves into power. It is a subject of interest, and may
be of admonition, to the American people, how political institutions,

even in an age of the highest civilization, and under the most explicit

written constitutions, may be changed or abolished by a process of mere
party policy, when inaugurated and pushed forward in a spirit of hate
or a tliirst for plunder. Will any oue doubt, who has personally wit-

nessed its practical w^orking, that negro suffrage and negro government
in South Carolina is a hopeless and total faihire? Its institution was
not only a political crime, but worse than tliat ; it was a most unequiv-
ocal and eggregious political blunder, as it uuist ever be where the
negroes are in the majority. Pseudo philanthropists may talk never so
loud and eloquently about an '' equality before the law,-' where equality
is not found in the great natural law of race ordained by the Creator.
That cannot be changed by statute which has been irrevocably tixed by
the fiat of the Almighty. Wherever the two races exist coequally by
compulsory legislation, antagonism will exist also. There can be no
l)eace or harmony in such a condition of political organization, especially
when tlie natural repulsion is intensified by the teachings of recreant
portions of the opposite race. It will not be forgotten how these teach-
ings occurred, even in the times of slavery. It is some explanation, out-
side of the action of the carpet-baggers, of the liostile feeling entertained
by the negroes of South Carolina against the white population, that the
few most intelligent and inlluential among them, who in times of slavery
wen.' Uuiglit to read either by tlieir masters or their masters' chihlren,
had their minds ]»oisoned by incendiary publications distributed among
I hem by the ohl anti-slavery party in the North. That class, however
limited in numbers, have been the ready emissaries of the carpet-
baggers, U) sow hatred and vengeance in the minds of the great mass of
tlie uegro population. The sudden transition from slavery to freedom,
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their nnexpected investiture with political power and social importance
in their new relations, the tenure of ofiice which they could not compre-
hend, naturally made them jealous of their former masters, and to look
upon them with distrust and antipathy. They had been taught to be-

lieve that, if ever these new rights were wrested from •them, it would be
done by those wlio once held tliem in servitude. But while the negroes
of the South have position and power in. the administration of public

afl'airs now, who can say, who can look into the future so clearly as to

enable him to say, how long this unnatural state of things will last.

No one is so prescient as to be able to fix the period of its duration ; but
that it must end somehow, r.nd at some time not in the distant future,

no philosophic thinker will doubt. It is altogether too abnormal, too

much opposed to the instinctive feeling, some will say prejudices, of the

white race, to endure beyond the peculiar condition of popular opinion,

brought about by a war prosecuted in the end for the freedom, if not
the enfranchisement, of the negro. Gradually, in time, and under a
change of circumstances, this exceptional state of the poi)ular mind will

wear out and pass avva.v, and public opinion will vibrate back to its old

condition, as it existed prior to the disturbing influences of the war.

This Avill be brought about by one of two things ; either by a rupture
of the Government itself, or the springing up of some new and all-

powerful party out of the ruins of the existing political organizations.

When either of these two things shall occur, and God grant it may not
be the first, it will be the politicid death of the negro on this continent.

So far as it relates to his luture solidity as a race, commingled with the
whites within the Union, he will be m a worse condition than he was in

a state of slavery; for the inevitable tendency will be to segregate him
from the white race, and, if not transported to some other country, he
will slowly but surely pass away, like the aborigines, and his plac-e

among us, like that of the Indian, will be known no more forever.

The Loyal Leagues were organized in 16G7, long before Ku-Kluxism
reared its lawless head in South Carolina. In the convention of 1868,

which adopted a State constitution under the dictates of Congress, the
operations of this oath-bound League were clearly manifested. The
convention was composed of one hundred and twenty-one members,
seventy-two of whom were negroes and Ibrty-nine were white men. Of
the seventy-two negro members, tilty-nine paid no taxes, and were not
returned on the tax-books. The gross amount of taxes charged to the
remaining thirteen negro m.embers was the sum of 6110 43, of which
the sum of 683 35 was charged to one man, William McKinlay, of

Charleston. The gross amount of taxes charged to the forty-nine w'hite

members was the sum of 8 "15 45, of which sum 6508 So was charged
to one man, William Perry, ex-governor of South Carolina, and a dem-
ocrat. Of the balance, B2oQ 00, there was charged to seven other of

the white members the sum of 6-06 58; so that there were forty-one

other white members in that coiivention who were charged on the tax-

books the sum of 630 02, or about 75 cents per capita. Xow, let us
turn to the statesmanslike work of that convention, in the constitution

which they adopted, upon the question of taxation, in which they icere

so largely interested., and who formed a body to establish the fundamental
law of a people in which the double political anomaly existed of taxa-

tion without representation and representation without taxation. We
take the following exhibit from "An appeal to the honorable the Senate
of the United States, in behalf of the conservative people of South
Carolina, against the adox)tion by Congress of the new constitution
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proi)ose(l for Sontli Carolina," incorporated into and made part of the

testimony of General Wade Hampton.

An csitmafc of the Uixcs of South Carolhut, vinlcr tlic provhslons of the constitution lately

adopted.

1 scliool-lionsc to oacli sixteen square miles of territory, making 1,800

school-houses in the State, at ^200 each ".

1 $300, 000

1,800 teachers, each at $300 per auu uiu 640, 000

1 State suxierinteudeut of educatiou 3, 000

31 school commissioners, ench S;i,000 31, 000

1 State normal school building- and teachers. 10, OOt

Deaf and dumb and blind institutions 10, 000
State reform school v 10, OUO

Conversion of citadel in Charleston into an institution of learning 30, 000

Educational estimate 99 1, 000
Current expenses of State, according to General Canby's tax-bills, is 445, 000

1, 439, 000
Add 5 iier cent, expenses of collection 71, 950

l,510,0i0
Interest on $0,000,000 State debt from Jul j', 1SG6, to July, ISo:^ 720, 000

Total amount of taxes 2,230,950

Tlie assessment of the real property of the State, made prior to the
sitting of that convention, showed a valuation of $70,;j!)7,()75, on which
it would have required a fraction over 3 per cent, taxes to pay the ex-

penses of the State government under the provisions of tliat constitution,

to say nothing about countj' and Federal taxation, or negro and carpet-

bag robbery as an outside institution. Prior to the v.ar, the current
rate of taxation was about one-half ])er cent. But when the whole
complex element of change is fully tmderstood and api)preciated, as to
the depreciation of real property in South Carolina since the war, and
the constantly lessening resources of the people to meet this increasing
annual exo-rbitant drain upon them, the diiference is still greater and
more striking; as, for example, take an item of real estate wortli before
the war §-!0,000. The one-half ])er cent, of taxation before the war
would be the sum of $100. Under the rate of taxation iixed by the
constitution instead of by statute, it would require the sum of 8000 to
pay the taxes on the same property. Tlie relative prop(ntions for the
two periods would stand as one to six. But even this statement does not
coverall tlie contingencies of value and taxation. Tlie propei'ty valued
before the war at $lM),000 has now only a value of 8<>,0"^- Before the
war a tax of one-half ])er cent, upon its latter valuation would lu-oduce
the sum of only $30 ; but to rciilize the 8000 demanded by t!ie negroes and
carpet-liaggers now, would require a taxation at the rate of t<Mi per cent.,

so that, taking into joint consideration the depreciation of the property,
and the great increase in the rate of taxation, the proi)ortion will, in
fact, stand as one to twenty. True, indeed, is it that the best way to
bring the white, man down to the level of the negro is to tax Mm down.
How long will the peoi)le of South Carolina be able to endure this
intolei-able burden? Would any other ])eo])le on earth tolerate it?
Excessive and wi'ongful taxation, imposed willi.the Vv'anton i)urpose of
oppression, always touches the most sensitive chord in the i)ul)lic heart.
It was a trilling tax upon tea, and a stamp duty, which stands dwarfed
beside the oiu? which now exists by our own enactment, that set the
colonies, South Carolina among the foremost, ablaze with the tires of
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liberty, and inaugurated the first Ku-Klux known in our history ; for

every scbool-boy knows tbat it was disguised men who threw the tea
overboard out of an English ship in the harbor of Boston.
The operations of the Leaguers did not stoj) here. They were potent

in the comj)osition of the first legislature. The legislature of 18G9 con-
sisted of thirty-two senators and one hundred and twenty-three repre-

sentatives. In the senate there were twenty whites and twelve blacks.

In the house of representatives there were thirty-seven whites and eighty-

six blacks. Of the twelve black senators, eight of them were not on the
tax-books and paid no taxes. The aggregate amount of taxes charged on
the tax-books to the four remaining black senators was the enormous
sum of $2 10 ; so that, by averaging that sum among the whole twelve,
each paid the sum of about seventeen cents i^er annum toward the sup-

port of a government in w^hich they had supreme power and dominion

!

Of the eighty-six black representatives, fifty-eight were not on the tax-

books. As to the twent3'-eight remaining black rei^resentatives, the

aggre;;fat€ amount charged against them was the sum of $135 82, of

which one colored representative, from the city of Charlestou, and who
was the same person mentioned heretofore as a member of the constitu-

tional convention, paid the sum of $83 35, leaving the balance, $52 47,

distributed among the twenty-seven remaining colored representatives.

Of the twenty white senators, six were not on the tax-books, and the
remaining fourteen white senators were charged on the tax-books with
the sum of $28G 72, of which amount there w^ere executions lodged
against them in the sum of $76 75. The whole amount of taxes, poll,

personal, and real, charged against the one hundred and fifty-five sena-

tors and representatives, white and colored, was the sum of $629 13, or

a fraction under $4 07 per capita, and of which aggregate amount,
$629 13, the sum of $277 61 was paid by four members, three white
and one black.

The result of such a mongrel composition, such a combination of
ignorance and rapacity, was soon manifest. Eobbery and public plun-

der were rampant in the capitol at Columbia. The expenses of govern-
ment were at once increased more than 300 -pev cent., as the following
statement, which , we extract from the proceedings of the tax-payers'

convention, incorporated into the testimony of Hon. James Chesnut,
will abundantly show

:

Comparative statement of offices and salaries in the years 1866 and 1871.

1866. 1871.

Governor $3,500 $3,500
Private secretary 1,200 2,000
Messenger 100 300
Rent 300 ...•-..

Secretary of state, clerk and fees 500 4, 000
Adjutant and inspector general -". 2, 500
Comptroller and clerks 3, 700 4, 500
Treasurer and clerks 3,200 5,800
Auditor of State and clerk 4, 000
Superintendent of education and clerk 3,500
Chief justice 3, 5(30 4,000
Associate justices 7,000
Judges 30,000 28, (X)0

Attorney general and clerk 1, 100 4, 000
Clerk of court of appeals 800 1, 5(Xt

Attendant court of appeals 250 800
Solicitors 4,500 8,000
County auditors , 31,500
School commissioneus 31,500

34 KK
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Code commissioners ^

Legislative expenses $45,850 §400,000

Contingent fund, executive and other departments 25, 000 24, 150

Total 123,500 "581,040

Difference 457, 540

But if the body or department of government in whicli is lodged the

great power to impose taxes did not pay any of the taxes thus raised by
millions out of a patient and suffering people, that other department
which has the management and disbursement of the taxes thus imposed
and collected was equally happy in its exemption from contributing to

the public revenues, as the following statement will show

:

Office.
Amount
of taxes.

Governor
Lieutenant governor
Adjutant and inspector general
Secretary of State
Comptroller general
Treasurer
Attorney general
Superintendent of education ..

R. K. Scott'
S. Boozer
F. J. Moses, jr

F. L. Cordoza
J. L. Neac'lo
N. J.Parker:
D. H. Chamberlain.
J. K. Jillson

None.
$15 99

1 00
No taxes.

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

* To show that Governor Scott's financial condition has, in some mysterious manner,
very much improved since that earlj^ jjcriod in the history of his mission to South Ca-
rolina, it is proper to state here, by way of note, that the testimony is ho now pays a
city tax alone in the sum of $500. How much iiroperty he may have in the jiublic
bonds of the country, not taxable, we have no means of knowing. It is said, however,
that he is now building at his old home. Napoleon, Ohio, a splendid palatial residence,
to which bo will retire when fully gorged with the "spoils" of South Carolina.

Thus this startling fact is presented, that in South Carolina, pur-
porting to be in form a representative government, under the Con-
stitution of the United States, which solemnly and specifically de-
clares, lor itself and for all the States, that taxation and represent-
ation shall go together, the persons who impose the taxes do not pay
them, and the great body of citizens who are compelled, by a corrupt
and non-tax paying junta miscalled a legislature, to raise the pub-
lic revenues of a State are practically denied any voice in their imposi-
tion. Tiic very men who now own the battle-iields of Cowpens, of
King's Mountain, and of Eutaw, and the descendants of the heroes who
fought and bled there in deienseof representative liberty, are now taxed
in this way by this miserable conglomerato legislative ring of carpet-
baggers and negroes.

^\'(• shall now i)roceed to give some official statements, taken from the
Itublic rcconjs of th(^ State, to exhibit the extravagance of radical rule
in South Carolina. First, we show by the following tables the contrast
between lh(> cost of governmeut before the war and since, in the way of
IMiblic salaries:

Salaries in South CuroUna for tlic fiscal year ending Orlohcr 31, 1870, as per report of
comptroller general for 187U

:

P.iid for November, Iftjl) $15,020 99
Vwil for I)cfeml)or, IHtiO ^

j j^y ^^
Paid for January, 1K70 .[V.[V.[.\W.[[\ 12' 885 85
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Paid for February 1870 $20,603 G5
Paid for March, 1870 20,761 64
Paid for April, 1870 25,883 08
Paid for May, 1870 18,096 62
Paid for June, 1870 14,851 96
Paid for July, 1870

'

24,344 42
Paid for August, 1870 11,706 40
Paid for September, 1870 9,285 06
Paid for October, 1870 4,144 03
Salaries of State constables 20,608 84

Total 205,439 18

Salaries in SoidJi Carolina for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1855, as per rexyort of
comptroller general for 1855.

Governor $3,500 00
Governor's private secretary 500 00
Governor's messenger 250 00
Chancellors and judges 30,000 00
Attorney general and solicitors ^ 5, 600 00
Clerks, Hcc, court of apj)eals 1, 700 00
Libraries of court of appeals 400 00
State reporter 1,500 00
Comptroller general 2, 000 00
Two treasurers 3,600 00
Connuissioner of public works 150 00
Adjutant and inspector general 2, 500 00
Quartermaster general 500 00
Arsenal keepers and physician 1, 900 00
Secretary of State 800 00
Port physician 800 00
Comptroller's clerk 750 00
Assessor of St. Philip's and St. Michael's 800 00
President and seven professors South Carolina College 20, 500 00
Officers South Carolina College i 1,700 CtO

Total 79,450^0

Salaries year ending October 31, 1870 $205,439 18
Salaries year ending September 30, 1855 79, 450 00

Difference against carpet-baggers 125, 989 18

The management of the State penitentiary is also a characteristic

specimen of the new order of things in South Carolina, under her new
masters.

The whole expenditure of the establishment for the year
ending October 31, 1870, was the sum of $91, 708 29
From which deduct the following credits c

Convict labor $3G5 80
Sale of shoes, &c 3, 437 21

3^803 01

Balance against the State 87, 903 28

There is one curious item of account in the annual report of the super-
intendent, not usually found in the statistics of State i)risons, to wit,

amount paid for hired labor, $12,530 71 ! There is no explanation made
of this item; but it is certainly a most remarkable fact that among the
average number of two or three hundred convicts, seven-tenths of whom
are negroes, enough of able-bodied persons could not be found to do the
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common daily labor about the prison. But why sbould not these black

prisoners, competed of rape, murder, arson, and burglary, live at their

ease in the homo provided for them at the expense of the "rebels" out-

side ? It is one of the processes of " reconstruction," and no one has

any right to complain. It would be "disloyal" to do so 5 for is it not

one of the new rights of the "man and brother 1"

Q-ross amount of taxes assessed and collected in South Carolina for five years p^ior to the

%var, to icit, from 1851 to 1855, inclusive.

Gross taxes, under act of 1850, for year 1851 $515, 678 83

Gross taxes, under act of 1851, for year 1852 349, 931 28

Gross taxes, under act of 1852, for year 1853 361, 775 87

Gross taxes, under act of 1853, for year 1854 429, 975 99

Gross taxes, under act of 1854, for year 1855 399,739 67

Total for five years 2,057,101 69

This was a levy upon a property basis of $490,000,000, including

slaves at a low valuation. The special tax upon slaves for the year
1855 was the sum of $231,117 GO—about two-thirds of the entire dupli-

cate. Now, in the year 1870, upon a property basis, at a high valua-

tion, excluding, of course, the value of the emancipated slave popula-
tion of $174,000,000, there was levied and collected, for that single

year, the sum of 2,205,047, or $107,945 31 more than the aggregate tax-

ation, on more than double the amount of property, for Jive consecutive

years prior to the war ; and, as by a law, not passed by but against the
tax-payers, it was ordered, for the purpose of changing the fiscal year,
that a double tax should be assessed and collected in 1871, the conse-
quence is that the white people of South Carolina, impoverished,
worn down, and exhaused by excessive taxation, would have to pay, if

that law has been or is to be carried out, the enormous sum of $4,730,094
in a single year ! Verily, the pregnant suggestion of the carpet-bag-
gers, that the only way to bring down the white men of the South to a
level with the negro was " to tax them down," is here carried out with
a most sweeping vengeance ! It is in proof that for the year 1870, in
the single county of Kershaw, with a population of only 11,695, there
were 3,000 tax-executions issued against parties who had not paid their
taxes

!

These thieves and robbers who have fastened themselves like vam-
pires upon the public treasury, and, unlike the leech, do not let go their
hold when they have sucked themselves full; but they are even now
gorging tliemselves, under the dictation of Governor Scott, by new
modes of stealing, as the following telegram to the New York Tribune,
only a low days ago, will abundantly show

:

CoLTTMBiA, Souxn CAROLINA, February 11, 1872.
A bericH of financial 1)iU.s has been introduced iu the legislature declaring valid all

State bonds of South Carolina included iu the treasurer's report of October 31, 1871,
and pledKMiK anew the faitli and credit of the State for their redemption, providing
lor an ininirdiate iv^istry of all such ))on(l,s in Now York and Columbia, and prohibit-
ing any Inrth.T is.Mie of bonds lor any pnrpose whatever, uiih-ss sanctioned by a direct
two-tbinlH vote „1 the p<-oi.i(^ of the State ; also, to adjust and liquidate all loans here-
toforo otrcctcd for the State by tlio lin.ancial agent iu New York. It is expected that
the paHsago of tln-wo measures will eom))h!te the work of the session. A most strin-
gent act hiw i)asse(l the Miiiite, and is pending in tho house, enforcing the collection,
witUin nin.ty dayH, ol oycr-duo taxes amounting to om million one hundred thousand
doUajH, -.mil a new tax ol four millioHs of dollars is to be levied to pay tho interest ou
tbo State debt

!

^ *'

Poor South Carolina! "Grievous has been your fault, and most
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grievously have you suffered for it!" No such rate of taxation, upon
the same basis of property valuation, has ever occurred in the history
of the world. A tithe of this rate of taxation lost to the Crown of
England her thirteen colonial jewels. It is simply beyond human en-

durance. Let us aggregate it, to show how much money the impov-
erished and down-trodden people of South Carolina will have to raise
the current fiscal year

:

The ordinary annual tax, as estimated for the present year, is the sum of. . $2, 265, 047
Add the same amount, under the law to collect the taxes to change the
termination of the fiscal year 2, 265, 047

Amount of overdue and unpaid' taxes of last year 1, 100, 000
New tax to pay interest on State debt 4, 000, 000

Total 9,630,064

The bill mentioned in the above dispatch to the New York Tribune,
to render valid the bonds reported by the State treasurer (which is a
legislative acknowledgment that they were, al) initio, invalid) will be
made to cover the enormous sum of $6,314,000, as found by a legisla-

tive committee of republicans, white and black, who made their report
to the last legislative session, prior to the one now in session at Colum-
bia. From that report on this subject we make the following extract:

It is admitted now, which never would have been done had not the joint special finan-
cial investigating committee discovered the fact, about the last of October, that the gov-
ernor and treasurer of the State authorized the American Bank Note Company to print
various bonds and stocks, amounting to $22,540,000, all of which, at the time of the
discovery, had been delivered to the goveruor, treasurer, and comptroller general,
except $2,500,000 of the sterling loan bonds, which were waiting the orders of the
proper officials.

The actual debt then, if the " severe personal scrutiny" of the governor " is correct,"
is as follows, viz

:

Debt of the State July, 1866, less $9,000 old bonds redeemed $5, 398, 306 27
Bonds issued in 1869, for funding bills of Bank of the State of South

Carolina .'

1,259,000 00
Bonds represented to have been delivered H. H. Kimpton, financial

agent, New York 9,514,000 00
To which must be added the bonds for which the college land scrip

sold, now in the hands of the financial agent, which cannot be
less than 200,000 00

And we have a total confessed deU of $16, 371, 306 27
To this can be safely added the sterling loan bonds, "deposited for safe

keeping," subject to order, $3,500,000, of which have been signed
and made ready for issue, and the arrrangements perfected for the
negotiation of the entire loan, unless the law authorizing the said
bonds is immediately repealed, and the bonds canceled before they
can be negotiated, viz 6,000,000 00

Which would give an aggregated old and new bonded debt of 22, 371, 306 27

'

To which add the contingent debt, viz :.. 6,687,608 20

And the entire indebtedness of the State is , 29, 158, 914 47
Of this amount it is said there are in the hands of the financial agent,

as collateral security for loans, $3,773,000 of new bonds, and a
deduction of that amount is claimed from the whole amount of
new bonds in use ; but as collaterals they are virtually a part of
the debt until the loans for which they are held are redeemed or
paid. From which deduct authorized bonds, including sterling
loan, viz 22,844,914 47

And the fraudulent issue is 6,314,000 00

The committee assure the general assembly they are confident no one could have
labored more assiduously or thoroughly than they have done in the work of investiga-

tion of the various financial departments of the State, as well as other avenues of

discovery. They do not feel, however, that they ean safely say they have given the
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Tvholo extent of extravagance or criminal indulgence with wliicli the management of

the funds and credit of the State lias been cEaraeterized. There is an unknown
'•floating debt;" the financial agent is still unpaid; he is to present his "honest

claims" proportioned to bis "faitiiful service." And, as millions have been tossed

about in the multiplied transactions of tbis "experienced and conipeteut" financier,

small considerations will be no " compensation" to him; liberal satisfaction must bo
awarded; and if the lithograph-electrotype printing-press has not piled up, in bonds
or stocks, suflicient already to cancel his, Avith otber illegitinuitc demamis, and his

greedy hold upon the State is not loosened, then millions more must be added to the

gigantic dimensions of " what we are responsible for," so far as printed illegalities eau
make us. The committee, in view of the atrocity of these disclosure s—the work of the

present administration; or, rather, a ring composed of leading officers of the govern-
ment of the State, unhesitatingly say that the republican party, which has elevated

them to power, must show its condemnation of such treachery and knavery by an im-

mediate and united eftbrt—by legislative enactments as well as liy any other tlelibera-

tive measure—to bring to justice those who have prostituted the authority with wliich

they have been clothed, and so flagrantly and criminally imperiled the trusts to them
confided. In conclusion, if, through what has been revealed herein, the innocent, by
their intimate or ofticial relationship which they have held with the perpetrators of
these wholesale frauds, sufier an equal condemnation with the guiltj^, let tlie arraign-

ment of the robbers bo speedy, and th(;ir punishment as sure. The terrible wrongs
committed demand that judgment shall )je meted out at once. Position nor place
should delay the work of strict accountability. Let the ax fall uiion the heads of
cbrrupt ofdcials, however high their prerogatives. The credit of the State, its honor,
its future respect, everything that makes the people of a commonwealth worthy of es-

teem or commendation ; her trusts betrayed, her pledges violated, the frauds commit-
ted in her name by reckless, shameless traducers and plunderers—all cry out for jus-
tice. Let no moment be lost in the exercise of duty. The dominant party must recog-
nize the responsibility now resting upon its shoulders, and deal with bad men, though
they may be their acknowledged leaders, as exact justice demands, or witness the
scepter of their jiower pass from their hands amid the execrations of an outraged and
iudignaut people.

This is the way even carpet-baggers have got to talking about each
other ill Soutli Carolina. Scott, in the high tide of prosperous rascal-

ity, got arrogant, and perhaps stopi)ed the supplies on Whitteinore, a
name not uniainiliar in the halls of Congress, and who was chairman of
the committee who made the report.

Powa- given to and the amounts dishursed hij the several departments of tliegovei-emcni.of South
Carolina, as contingent funds, for the gear ending October 31, 1870.

Executive department $49, 5P2 87
Secretary of state 1, 000 00
Comptroller general '

99*2, 70
Auditor of state 1,309' 45
State treasurer <J2(] (iO

Superintendent of education 9G0 00
Attorney gc neral 993 Qg
Adjutant general 2,500 00
Chief constable _

'

50O 00
Legi-(lat 1 ve library '!."!!"'..'.

.395 50
Contingent accounts 3I 434 (55
Supreme court 1035 15

'^'"t'll 91, 4:39 1)0

^^ liat bo(;()nies of all tliis inmiense amount of money, and how is it
disposed ol'^ >{o man can tell outside of the radical " rings" at Colum-
bia; nor d<. the books of the money ofiicer of the State^show a clean
8heet in regard to its <lisbursement. From the. report of a late commit-
tee api)oinled by the legislature to investigate his accounts, we compile
tlie following statement of monthly exj)enditures, running through a
period of two ye.iiis, for ichidi no vouchers could be found in the ireasury.
^*o\v, we do not i)ietend to assume tliat the trea.suVer is a defaulter for
or h;is stolen the huge sum which is here exhibited; but we do aver
that it is just one of those political meal-tubs of modern times in which
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such tilings are done iu regard to transactions of a character not easily
found out, if wrong

:

October, 1868, not vouched for $1,072 15
November, 18G8, not voucbed for 16, 215 5i>

January, 1869, not vouched for 238 92
March, 1869, not vouched for 8, 722 05
May, 1869, not vouched for 89,112 00
June, 1889, not vouched for 100 04
July, 1869, not vouched for 131, 733 35
August, 1869, not vouched for 262,025 91
September, 1869, not vouched for 79, 199 13
October, 1869, not vouched for 204, 482 32
November, 1869, not vouched for 10, 473 00
December, 1869, not vouched for 1, 940 21
January, 1870, not vouched for 74, 374 16
February, 1870, not vouched for 13, 403 86
March, 1870, not vouched for 43, 755 43
April, 1870, not vouched for 174,195 92
May, 1870, not vouched for 19,636 80
July, 1870, not vouched for , 64, 775 90
August, 1870, not vouched for 3, 225 04
September, 1870, not vouched for 4, 792 34
October, 1870, not vouched for 5,104 65

Total 1,208,577 67

111 some countries this would be called a pretty brash way of keeping
public accounts. The people are taxed by millions ; millions are paid
out, and uo vouchers can be found.
We have made up from the official records the following tabular state-

ment of the unauthorized disbursements of the money of the j)eople,

over and above the specific api^ropriatious for the several purposes enu-
merated, showing an excess of disbursement over appropriation in the
sum of $170,083 89

:

For what disbursed. Appropriation. Disbursement Excess.

Contingent fund, adjutant general
Civil contingent fund
Dieting prisoners

Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Asylum
Executive contingent fund
State militia

Exj)euses supreme court
Free schools
Fitting up porticos, new State-house
Insurance and repairs, university building
Legislative library
Maintaining qu arantine
Orphan Asylum
Permanent i^rinting

Penitentiary account
Quarantine hospital

Salaries

School commissioners -•

Total

:|4, 000 00
110,000 00
20,000 00
11,000 00
.50,000 00
70, 000 00
3, 000 00

100,000 00
5,500 00
11,800 00

500 00
7,000 00

15, 000 00
13,600 00
167,300 00

8, 000 00
300.700 00
20, 000 00

$4, 175 00
120, 392 44
38,954 32
11, 164 80
87,745 68
93, .341 07

4, 436 58
135, 946 14

55, 009 51

17,281 95
588 50

9,417 27
18, 885 65
43,441 17

180,931 47

8, 266 76
331, 488 45
32,617 66

923, 400 00 1,094,088 89

$175 00
10,392 44
18,954 32

164 80
37,745 88
23,341 07
1,436 58

35,946 14

47,509 57

5,481 95
SS 5t)

2, 417 27
3,885 65

20,841 17

13,631 49
266 7t

24, 788 45
12, 617 66

170, 6*3 89

The excess of disbursement in the item for fitting up portions of the

State-house will be better understood when we state the fact, as proven

by the testimony, that, under the pretense of fitting up committee-
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rooms, the private lodging-rooms at tlie private boarding-houses of the

negro members, in many instances, were extravagantly furnished with
Wilton and Brussels carpets, mirrors, sofas, &g. There was also ex-

pended for two hundred elegant imported china spittoons, $1,600. There
were only one hundred and twenty-three members in the house of repre-

sentatives, but the residue were, perhaps, transferred to the private

chambers of the ebony legislators. While in the splendid Capitol ot

the nation, avowedly the grandest parliamentary edifice in the world,

in times by no means distinguished for moderation or economy, an
article of common, plain brown earthenware, of domestic manufacture,

is deemed good enough, the new-born aristocracy, the "man and
brother," must send to the finest French porcelain manufactories for

artistic vessels meet for his expectoration ! Among other things, clocks

for the State-house at $480 apiece, chandeliers at $050, and French
mirrors for the speaker's room at $750! And all this extravagance
paid for by taxation on a down-trodden people, who, in a single county,
were last year iiersecuted by 3,600 tax executions ! Is it not plain to

be seen who are responsible for the Ku-Klux troubles in South Carolina ?

Will any honest man, of any party, have any difficulty in deciding that
question "? At the session of the legislature for 1870, a resolution was
passed appointing a committee to purchase new furniture for the hall

and committee-rooms of the house of representatives. The senate-

chamber and committee-rooms had been furnished some time before.

The account for the furniture of the house was rendered at the sum of
$95,000. To cover this and several other matters of legislative ex-

penses, a second legislative apportionment bill was introduced into the
house in the sum of $265,000, which passed both houses, and only
awaited the approval of the governor to become a law, thus making an
aggregate appropriation for legislative expenses of a single session the
round sum of $400,000. They held the bill back until the last day of ^
the session, at which time it passed both houses. The ghost, however,
of an impoverished State—of a ruined and bankrupt people—of a
plundered treasury—rose up before the frightened and guilty chief
magistrate. He vetoed the bill. Even Ms cupidity stood confounded
before the rapacious spirit of his black compeers in the lust for public
plunder. But it was the frenzy of alarm, not the earnest, honest dic-

tate of duty, which called out the negative of the governor ; for even
rapacity may reach a point where it is checked, not by satiety, but fear;
not by conscience, but cowardice. We give the message of the gov-
ernor, not only because it is short, but because it is suggestive. We
iusk attention to that portion of it marked in italics, as a clear indication
of his oj)inion that it was passed by fraud and corruption :

Statk of South Cakolina, Executive Department,
_ , , , , ,

Columbia, March 7, 1871.
To the honorable the Senate of South Carolina

:

Genixkmk.n : I letnin to your hoiiorul)lo bodj', A\'itliout my approval, au act appro-
priiiting .yj(;;),0()0 for loj^islativo expenses, for (lio lbllowiii<; reasons, to wit:

First. I refrard the exiiciitlitiirc of tlui nionc^y already appropriated during this ees-
Hion, and the sum included in Ihis liill, aniouiitiiif,' in the ajxsregato to $400,000, as sim-
jdy enorniouB lor one, m'ssion of the lejjislature. It is beyond tho comprohonsiou of any
one how f ho Kcneial a.sseuihly could h>;ri(ii„ate]y expend one-half that amount of
nioiujy. / cannot rrjmui from, vjrprcHHim/ tho opinion that there must have been some secret
.agency injixinff the mm at that amount, an a nimher of the mcmherx, both of the house and
senate, have cxprcxHcU their Hurpriw at findin a the appropriation changedfrom $125,(X)0, as it
was bcl,<v<d to hare passed, to that of .S-JG5,(i00. I re-ret the necessitv of returning the
act without my ni.proval, on tho la.st day of tho session, but to do otherwise I feel
would be recrrant to tlie dudes imposed upon mo, by bccomiuff a party to a wrong by
which the whohi people would bo made to sufl'er.

J might give many other cogent reasons why this bill should not become a law, but
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time prevents my doing other than giving it my unqualified disapproval, believing that
the members of the general assembly will themselves correct an error that must have

crept into the Mil clandestinely in its enrollment.

Very respectfully,

EOBEET K. SCOTT, Governor.

To show liow determined the negroes and carpet-baggers of South
Carolina are to impoverish and ruin the white people by corrupt and
excessive taxation, and at the same time to appropriate the " spoils" of

this kind of warfare to themselves, take this single instance of plunder
and robbery of the public treasury. The report of the "joint special

financial investigating committee," made at the last session of the legis-

lature, shows the following disbursements for taking a State census, in

18G9-'70, 07ily a few months before the Federal census :

June, 18C9 $120
July, 1869 - 4,231
August, 18G9 8,851
September, 1869 17,180
October, 1869 19,74G
November, 1869 12,16")

December, 1869 5,189
January, 1870 , 6,170
February, 1870 l,47:i

Mcrch,1870 50
April, 1870 148
May, 1870 196

Total 75,524

Could there be a more useless, wanton, and wasteful expenditure than
this ? What pressing emergency was there to require a census to be
taken by the State almost jfxtri xiassu with that taken by the Federal
Government ? The State census-takers had scarcely retired from the
field of their operations before the advent of the Federal ofdcers occurred
to do the same thing in a much more accurate, extensive, and satisfac-

tory manner; and yet the overburdened tax-payers were loaded down
with $75,524 more, to sink them still deeper in bankruptcy and ruin.

The people of the State could have availed themselves of all the benefits

of the Federal census, a much more comi>lete one in its statistical results

than that made by the State, without costing them one cent, except so
far as their small share of the general Federal tax is concerned. Then
why was th is thing done ? Had not the arming of the negroes outside and
pardoning nearly one-half the negroes inside the penitentiary secured
the re-election of Governor Scott in the then existing campaign, without
squandering this large amount of the people's money to give place and
patronage to two or three hundred more "howling dervishes," to do that
which would be much better done by the General Government without
cost to an already impoverished people? The first act of the State
legislature for taking the census was passed and approved March 19,

1869, which required the work to be completed by the Ist day of No-
vember, 1869. On the 18th day of December, 1869, an amendatory act
was passed, extending the time for the completion of the work to De-
cember 31, 1869. The Federal census bill was introduced into Congress
on the 6th day of December, 1869, and finally passed both Houses on
the 4th day of May, 1870, and the work commenced on the 1st day of
June, 1870; so that it will be observed that legislation to do the
same thing was pending at the same time in Congress and the legisla-

ture of South Carolina. This is the second instance of the new-fledged
negro legislature trying to relieve Congress of part of its onerous duties.
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They attempted to settle the question as to who should represent the

third congressional district in the Forty-first Congress, at a cost of

$27,583 65 ; and here, at a cost in the moderate sum of $75,524, they

kindly and modestly attempted to do the same thing. But this State

census was not only an unnecessary expense, it was also a most extrava-

gant one. The taking of the Federal census, under the late law of Con-

gress passed for that purpose, was a much more laborious and expensive

one for the reason that it required a detailed statement of the statistics,

social, commercial, and agricultural, of each State in the Union, to be

carefully made up as a part of the census record.

The following communication, furnished us by the Census Bureau,

exhibits the difference in the amount expended on the two enumera-

tions :

Depap.tment of the Interior,
Washington, D. C, February 5, 1872.

Sir : The total expense of taking the census in the State of South Carolina, as appears

on the hooks of this office, amounted to $43,203 13. This, of course, does not include

the expense of compilation, tahulation, &c., in the Census Office— only the actual cost

of taking and making return of the census.

Very respectfully, yours, «&c.,

HENRY STONE,
Acting Chief Cleric.

Hon. P. Van Truiwp,
House of Ecprescntatives.

Now, when it is borne in mind that the cost of carrying on the adminis-

tration of the General Government is by no means distinguished for econ-

omy, the exorbitant, wasteful, and unnecessary expenditure thus squand-
ered upon the State census is exhibited in its true dimensions, at nearly

one hundred per cent, higher than that made under Federal authority.

The cost of compiling and tabulating the returns alluded to by the clerk

of the Census Bureau bears a very small relative proportion of the entire

expense ; but, whether great or small, it is not included in either of the
two general statements of cost.

We see, then, fruitful causes of discontent among the jteople, so far

as the coiiupt and high-handed course of the legislative branch of the
Government is concerned. ' The glaring frauds iierpetrated in the land
commission, the wholesale system of bribery by which private legisla-

tion is accomplished, the enormous and fraudulent increase of the pub-
lic debt, wliich a radical legislative committee a few months ago report
at $17,587,075 10 since the close of the war, the mismanagement and
malfeasaiu;e in the administration of the school system, and the viola-

tion of th(5 express provisions of the State constitution in the creation
of the system of trial justices; all these things, springing from corrupt
legislation, are exciting causes of whatever disturbances may exist in
Sontli Carolina. But before we pass from these disgusting details of
negro legislation, we cannot refrain from noticing a most characteristic
item in that behall', and Miiich, although comparatively trilling in
itfielf, is a most significant illustration of carpet-bag and negro rule in
this I'oland of America. The .journals of the last session of the legisla-

ture show tliat a joint resolution was adopted to 'adjourn on the 7th
day of March last. The proceedings, for several weeks prior to that
time, show gi-eat activity ami industry in the passage of private bills,

and other legislation by bribery, in the eilbrt, no doubt, to get through
by the (lay fixed for adjoiirnnuMit. In the house, particularly, this was
so, holding tr(M|uent nigiit sessions as late as the hour of midnight.
The journal (tf the house shows that on the 4th day of March, only three
days prior to the final adjournment, the house took a recess from 10
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o'clock in the morning until 7 o'clock in the evening. Now, what is the
explanation of all this, by the sworn testimony ot witnesses as to the
main facts ? It is this : One F, I. Moses, jr., a little Jew carpet-bagger /-

from Brooklyn, New York, was the speaker of the house. \
He had made his pile under the cabalistic process of " seeing light," ^

which was the cant phrase used at the capitol to denote the ijresenceof
greenbacks, and no small item of "\rhich grew out of his operations in

the purchase of arms for the negro militia, hereafter to be noticed. He
was a " fast" man on fast horses, and fast on every other fast thing of
these modern days. There was a negro member of the house by the
name of Whipper, who had also made his pile, doubtless, in the passage
of well-known ''phosphate bills," "Greenville Eailroad" swindles, and
the like, and who, also, was the proprietor of fast horses. Moses and
Whipper had made up a match-race for 81,000 a side. The race was
fixed to come off on the said 4th day of March ; and the explanation oi

the recess on that day is, that the house adjourned to attend this horse-
race. The race was run ; and the Jew carpet-bag speaker lost the bet
of $1,000. Three days afterward, on the day of final adjournment, and
the very last thing done in the house, as shown by the journal, was a
motion made by this same negro member Whipper, " that a gratuity of
$1,000 bfe voted to the speaker of this house for the dignity and ability 1
with which he has presided over its deliberations." The motion was regu- '

larly discussed, and was passed by a large majority, upon a call, by a
democratic member, of the yeas and nays ; and thus the impoverished,
oppressed, and down-trodden people of South Carolina were made to pay
the lost bet of Mr. Speaker Moses. Is it a matter of any wonder that
disorder exists, or has existed, in South Carolina % Nay, is it not a
subject of more special wonder that the people have borne all these
outrages upon their rights, to say nothing of their pride of feeling, with
so much patience and forbearance ? Are intelligent and high-spirited
men expected to be transformed all at once into abject and senseless
clods, and to submit, without complaint or remonstrance, to a course of
policy which not only strips them of their rights, but degrades their
very manhood %

There could be no grosser misrepresentation of the truth than is con-
tained in the charge so constantly reiterated by the press and in the
halls of legislation, that the white people of South Carolina are fierce,

aggressive, and defiant in their bearing toward those placed in authority
over them by Federal or State law. Aggressive and defiant! How vain
and worse than useless would such conduct be against the overwhelm-
ing power of the tyrants who oppress them. It is against all the instincts
of life, where despair has taken the place of hope. Defiant ? Does the poor,
unresisting hare, when trembling with frenzied apprehension under
the feet and threatening jaws of its canine adversary, exhibit much
defiance of the power which holds it in its unrelenting gTasp, or much
hope of victory in a death-struggle with its cruel and merciless enemy?
It makes no resistance, no motion or attitude of battle for life, except
that involuntary and spasmodic action produced by pain and sufi'ering

;

For the flesh will quiver
When the pincers tear.

It is not at all likely, and therefore unwise to legislate upon the theory
that men reared under the American Constitution, with its great lessons
in personal rights and popular freedom, would undergo so sudden a
transformation. Without regard to the causes or the aims and pur-
poses of the war, but simply as its result, suppose the position of the



540 REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF

two belligferent sections had been reversed by the fortune or rather mis-

fortune of war, and these Southern States as victors, under their new
confederate constitution, not much dissimilar to our own, had assumed
to be the arbiter, so far as power was concerned, of these States here in

the North, to do with them as they pleased "? What would the people of

Massachusetts have said, or what would they have done, with their brave
old Pui itan blood aroused at the infernal outrage, if the southern people,

in a spirit of vengeance and in the plenitude of their power, had placed
their ignorant and truculent negro population, slave or free, over them
as their lawgivers, their tax-gatherers, their judges, and more than
their peers in everything which appertains to civil government?
As an enforced condition of political relations, imposed upon them

in a spirit of sectional hate, would it have sounded very musical in their

ears to hear crowds of these roaming and defiant negroes shouting
through the staid and decorous streets of Boston, what they are now
yelling through the charred and desolate streets of Charleston, " De
bottom raWs on de top noic, and ice's gwine to Jceep it dar f " It would shock
their political sense quite as strongly as did the sonorous tones of the
sacrilegious viol the religious sense of their Pilgrim ancestors in the
simple church-service of that day. It makes quite a difference as to
who owned the gored ox, whether the farmer or the lawyer,*when it

comes to a question of adjustment of the injury sustained by the attack
of the bull. Human nature is so plastic, when operated upon by selfish-

ness, and so easily adjusts itself to its own interests, that it is indeed a
difficult task " to see ourselves as others see us."

Would they have permitted these things to be done under the shadow
of Bunker Hill, or upon the plains of Lexington ? Or would they not
have resisted the tyrants, as their fathers of old did under not dissimi-
lar circumstances % In some cases the most effective of all arguments
is the argumentum ad honmiem ; and we submit the question for their
calm and careful consideration.

We now como to speak of one of the most diabolical official acts,

under the circumstances of its commission, which has been perpetrated
even in these most remarkable times of public outrage and wrong. We
mean the secret organization and arming of the negroes for the purpose
of carrying an election, by Governor Scott, he himself being a can-
didate.

In 1SG9 there was concocted by legislative action, under the official

recommendation of the governor, one of the most dastardly schemes of
villainy, to retain political power in the State in the future by fraud
and force, that has ever disgraced a statute-book. On the IGth day^of
Ma^^li, 18U0, there was passed, and approved by the executive, an act
eutitled "Au act to organize and govern the militia of the State of
South Carolina." It is in form a general law, and, of course, to be valid,
must aj)i)ly to all the citizens of the commonwealth of the prescribed
age, white as well as black. But the frauduleut and nefarious design
of the law itself will bo best exiiibited and exposed by the improper
use ma(h; of it during the summer of the very next year after its pas-
sage, whicli, as contemplated in its enactment, was made to control the
election of that year, the governor himself being a candidate for re-
election. The following is the fourteenth section of the law, to the
itjilicizod i)ortions of which we call especial attention, for the reason
that the subscfjuent action of the governor, in organizing and arming
the negro militia, throws a flood of light upon the object of its enact-
ment.

Sec. 14. That tho organized militia of this State shall be known as the National
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Guard of the State of South Carolina, and shall consist of such divisions, hrigasdes,

regiments, and battalions, and, in addition thereto, such batteries of artillery, and
troops and squadrons of cavalry, as the commander-in-chief may deem expedient ; and
nothing herein contained shall "be so construed as to interfere with the i)Ower of the

commander-in-chief, in case of war or insurrection, or of imminent danger thereof, to

order drafts of the militia, and to form new regiments, battalions, brigades, or divi-

sior^s, as liemay deemjust andproper : Provided, That thei'e shall be no military organizations,

or formations for theimrpose of arming, drilling, exercising tlie manual of arms, or military

maneuvers, not autlwrizedhy this act ^vjs'D by the coMMAiNDER-lx-cillEr, and any neglect or

mjlations of the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction, he punished ivith imprison-

ment at hard labor in the State penitentiary for a term not less than one year, nor more than

three years, at the discretion of a competent court.

The statute was permitted to lie dormant until tlie spring of 1870.

At tliat period, tbe corruptions of the State government, in all its

various departments, had so culminated and become known to the

people, that an attempt was made to unite the elements of opposition in

what is known as the " reform " movement. It was thought, though, as

events proved, mistakenly, that if a mixed ticket of conservatives and
dissatisfied republicans were put in the field, there might be some
chance of beating the carpet-baggers and the negroes. Such a ticket

was made up at an early day, and the organization assumed the name
of the "reform party," with Judge Carpenter, a republican, at its head,

a« a candidate against Scott for governor. This condition of things

alarmed Scott and his followers. Then it was that the terrible and
infamous scheme of arming the negroes was inaugurated by these polit-

ical desperadoes, who were throttling the white people of the State

in every form of power that they could make use of. Scott, under this

law of 1869, well understanding the covert provisions of its fourteenth

section, corruptly and secretly sent his emissaries through the State to

enroll and organize the negro population, ond fourteen full regiments

were thus organized in the several counties of the State. As a badge
of the fraud and infamy of this action of the governor, the secrecy of

the enrollment stands prominent. The second section of the statute

provides for four copies of the enrollment of each company organized,

one copy of which shall be filed in the ofiice of the town or city clerk

in which such company is enrolled. Nothing of this sort was done

;

and the first thing the white people knew of the organization of

this hostile and formidable force was from the negroes themselves.

The only authority to be found npon the statute-books of South Caro-

lina for the purchase of arms is in the joint resolutions of February 8
and March 16, 1869. The resolution of February 8 authorizes the gov-

ernor to employ an armed force to ])reservc tlie peace, to consist of one
hundred men, or more, if in his opinion needed, " who shall be fully armed
and equipi)ed." The resolution of March 16 authorizes him " to imrcljase

two thousand stands of arms," to be paid for " out of any money in the
treasury not otherwise appropriated." It will thus be seen that the
governor's power to i)urchase arms, in any contingency, is limited to

two thousand stands ; and that this power is still further restricted to

the amount of funds in the treasury not otherwise appropriated by
law. These powers are so plainly written down in the law that
no one but a fool or a villain could misapprehend or disregard
them. And yet, right in the face of this clearly limited authority,

this anxious and perturbed candidate for re-election to the high otfice

he was thus prostituting, and feeling alarmed at the supposed
uprising of this new party to oppose him, i)urchased ten thousand stands
of breech-loading and Winchester rifles, and one million of center-

coppered cartridges, at a cost, besides commissions and stealings, of

$202,602 60, to be paid for almost exclusively out of the pockets of that
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class of the citizens of South Carolina against wJiose bosoms these very

guns iccre to he ^ointed^ in the hands of an ignorant and brutal raccj

excited against them by the scoundrels and demagogues who tvere the authors

of the infamy. We take this sum of $202,002 GO, as paid for arms'and ana-

munition, from the account rendered by H. H. Kimpton, financial agent

of South Carolina, in New York. Whittemore's republican committee
of investigation assert that this is not a full statement of the cost to the

people of the negro militia, and charge that the true amountis $421,159 71.

We are satisfied, from a comparison we have made of the account of

Kimpton, and the annual report of the treasurer of State for 1870,

that the position of the committee is in accord with the fact to the

extent at least of the additional sum of $90,«44 27. This charge of

$202,002 GO appears nowhere else than on Kimi^ton's books. It is

noted as a special disbursement for " arms." In the annual report for

1870, N. G. Parker, treasurer of state, there is to be found this item

:

" Expenses enrolling and organizing militia, $90,344 27, " which, added
to the sum on the books of Eampton, makes the sum of $292,940 93.

As to this there can be no mistake, however obscure it may be as to

how the committee get the balance of the $421,159 71. But to return to

this most remarkable statute for organizing a State militia. The corrupt
and terrible purpose ofthe 14th section of this law is too clear to admit of

doubt. It was expressly intended to organize and arm the negro
race against that of the white. The vice is in the law as w^ell as in

the acts of the governor. The commander-in-chief, who is also the
governor, might, as he did, go on and organize either the white or the
black race, to the entire exclusion of the other; and then, if the
excluded race, either as a matter of safety or for defense, should
organize and arm themselves into military companies, for the purpose
of drill only, and even at their own expense, but without the consent
of the governor, (for the right to organize must be under the authority
of the law and the approval of the commander-in-chief jointly,) they
thereby, under the law, render themselves liable to indictment for a high
criminal offense, and to imprisonment in the penitentiary for a term
of years. And this condition of things is now actually existing in one of
the United States of North America, under a Constitution made by
Washington, and Madison, and Hamilton, and in the full even-tide blaze
of the nineteenth century of the Christian era ! In the profoundest and
most abhorrent depths of infamy, either public or private, is there any
" lower deep " than this, to bo sounded by the plummet of official

rascality and villainy ? Whether as the victims or the spectators of
sucli a i)olitical pandemonium, it is neither treason nor impiety for every
goojl citizen to pray that God Almighty, in Ilis supervising providence
over the aflairs of men, may give courage to the hearts and strength
to the arms of the people to strike down, by every legal and legiti-
mate means in their power, such insolent tyrants everywhere and
anywhere, whenever they shall dare thus to ride, "booted and spurred,"
over tlieir riglits and liberties.

We assert that this arming of the negro militia, in the summer of
1870, and during the progress of political campaign, was done for the
IMiri)()S(', and lor none other than to carry that election by force and
intniiidiilioii. We have heard a great deal from the stump orators and
the pul)hc press in the North about democratic and Ku-Klux intimida-
tion of the colored voters of South Carolina at that election. But we
shall show, hereafter, from the incontrovertible records of the country,
that this allegation is utterly lalse and unfounded and that if intimida-
tion had anything to do with that election, it came from the party who
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now makes the charge of violence aud ohstruction. When the
white people of the State became aware of this secret arming of the
negroes, alarm and consternation spread throngh the laud. It will be
readily understood what reason they had for this alarm, when it is

liuown that the census tables for 1870 show an excess of black popula-
tion over the whites of 133,123. Feeling aud knowing that they were
as much entitled, under the general militia law, to be enrolled and
organized as were the negroes, they commenced to enroll and organize
themselves into companies in the more threatened counties of the State.

They respectfully and in due forms of law tendered their enrollments to

the governor, who had the supreme audacity, in every instance, to

refuse to receive them, and they ^cere rejected ! There had been, in the
city of Columbia, the capital of the State, an amateur military company,
composed of young white men, citizens of the town. They had received
their arms from the State government since the close of the war ; and
yet, when Governor Scott commenced organizing these negroes, he took
the arms from this company of white young men and ordered them to
disband! To show the time when these arms and ammunition were
issued and distributed among the negroes, as well as the regular order
of distribution among the several regiments, we present the following
detailed statement thereof, as taken from the official report of the adju-

tant and inspector general, submitted to the legislature on the 22d day
of November, 1870. This report includes not only the guns distributed,

but also the full equipments of the soldier in bayonets, bayonet-scab-
bards, tompions, screw-drivers and wrenches, brush-wipers, tumbler-
punches, cartridge-boxes, cartridge-box belts, cap-pouches aud cone-
picks, waist-belts and plates, aud gun-slings. The election, for that
year, occurred on the 19th day of October. It will be observed, in look-

ing over this statement, that, while the distribution extends up to the
very day of election, not a gun or other accouterment, or any ammuni-
tion, was x)laced in the hands of these negroes after the day of election

and the expiration of the ten days allowed for the republican election
commissioners to retain the ballot-boxes in their possession ! The fol-

lowing tables are carefully made up from the official report of the adju-

tant aud inspector general of South Carolina, reported to the legisla-

ture on the 22d day of November, 1870, showing the number of arms
and the amount of ammunition distributed to the negroes, for the period
as heretofore stated

:

AKMS.

Eifle-muskets.
1870.

March 1. Captain H. L. Benford, First Regiment » 60
No date. Cai^tain Jos. Green, First Regiment 70
March 1. Captain W. H. Mishaw, First Regiment 78
No date. Captain Joseph W. Lloyd, First Regiment 90
No date. Captain P. L. Miller, First Regiment 70
No date. Captain I. H. Stewart, First Regiment 80
No date. Captain George H. Smith, First Regiment • 70
June 28. Captain I. S. Smith, First Regiment 96
August 3. Captain H. C. Minot, First Regiment 80
May 15. Captain William J. Thomas, Second Regiment 96
May 15. Captain Jacob Thompson, Second Regiment 90
June 7. Captain Benjamin Williams, Second Regiment SO
Juno 10. Captain Walter Masy, jr., Second Regiment 85
Juno 18. Captain J. J. Goodwin, Second Regiment 96
June 18. Captain John T. Gilraore, Second Regimeni, 96
June 21. Captain Theodore Ingles, Second Regiment 80
Juno 22. Captain R. O'Neale, jr., Second Regiment 80
May 21. Lieutenant Colonel Robert Smalls, Tl\ird Regiment 400
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1870.

August 1. Colonel P. L. Wiggin, Third Reginiont 600

September 28. Major J. N. Hayne, Fourth Reginiciit 20

Juuo 18. Captain J. H. Berrj^, Fourth Regiment 72

July 15. Captain R. W. Chestnut, Sixth Regiment 96

Juno 13. Hon. T. J. Coghlan, Seventh Regiment 160

September 21. Captain Columbus Shiver, Seventh Regiment 80

August 29. Captain Sandy Stratford, Seventh Regiment 96
August 3. Captain Samuel Keith, Eighth Regiment 80

August 3. Captain Alexander Owens, Eighth Regiment 80

June 21. Captain Wallace Morgan, Ninth Regiment 80

September 2. Captain Isham Raiford, Ninth Regiment ...^ 96

Juuo 24. Captain Isaac Wryuis, Ninth Regiment 80

June 13. Captain J. T. Henderson, Tenth Regiment 93

June 13. Captain M. S. Young, Tenth Regiment 94

August 8. Captain A. S. Richardson, Tenth Regiment 90
October 7. Captain John H. Paine, Tenth Regiment 96
September 3. Captain J. Embly, Tenth Regiment 96
September 15. Captain C. H. Green, Tenth Regiment ^ 96

Breach-loading rifles.

October 6. Captain E. L. Mann, Fourth Regiment 96

Eifle-muskets.

August 18. Captain Henry Kennedy, Eleventh Regiment 93
September 23. Brigadier General J. C. Winsmith, Thirteenth Regiment 192
June 30. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews, Twelfth Regiment 300
August 2. Lieutenant Colonel .Joseph Crews, Twelfth Regiment 320
June 21. Captain Carey Harris, Ninth Regiment 80
Juno 13. Capt.ain J. B. Hudson, Tenth Regiment -. 96
Juuo , 3. Captain J. D. Boston, Tenth Regiment 95
August IS. Captain L. Dow Reed, Thirteenth Regiment 82
August 18. Captain J. L. Walker, Thirteenth Regiment 82
August 18. Captain Milton Wallace, Thirteenth Regiment 93
No date. Captain James Williams, Fourteenth Regiment 96
Juno 23. Captain John Lee, Fonrteenth Regiment 96
Juuo 25. Captain W. L. Kee, Fourteenth Regiment 96
June 24. Captain Andrew Stewart, Fourteenth Regiment 96
June 17. Captain James H. Cook, Fonrteenth Regiment 96
June 23. Cajjtain Andy Walker, Fourteenth Regiment ^ 96
Juuo 10. Captain Henry Johnson, Fourteenth Regiment 96
July 9. Captain Thomas Moorohead, Fourteenth Regiment 96
September 6. Captain .Jacob Moore, Fonrteenth Regiment 96
No date. Captain George Adams, Fourteenth Regiment 96

Winchester rifles.

No date. Chief Constable J. B.Hubbard 430
October 25. Chief Constable J. B. Hubbard 2
No date. Sniieriutendeut Penitentiary, C. J. Stolbaud 17
June 13. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crows 50
October 10. Captain Augustus Cooper 96
October 20. .Jas. M. Allen 3
October 22. W. F. Hague, esq 7
October 1. C. C. PuHer 9
October 8. Tiionias Anderson . 5
October 27. I). R. I'hifer and H. C. Corwiu 6
Juno 21. JohnN. Sumpter 90
Juno 15. H. E. Hayuo 90

Total 7/2*2

BOUNDS OP FIXED AMMUNITION.
1870.

August 1. Colonel William N. Tnft 10,000
May 15. Captain Williani I. Tliomas 500
August 1. Colonel P. L. Wiggin 5,000
Se]>teniber 28. Major James N. Hague 1,000
October 18. Lieutenant Frank Carter 500
August 29. Captain Sandy Stratford ' ...'. 500
June 21. Captain Cury Harris 2,000
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1370.

October 7. Captain P. R. Rivers 500
July 1. SamuelDogau 10,000
October 6. Colonel E. L. Mann 1,000
September 27, Captain Henry Kennedy 500
September 23. Brigadier General Winsmitli 5, 000
Nodate. T. J. P. Owens -. 10,000
August 31. J. S. Mobley 10,000
June 30. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews 2,000
August 2. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews 8,000
August 26. Major J. C. Riester 10,000
No date. John 13. Hubbard, chief constable 8, 150
No date. C. J. Stolbraud 700
June 13. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Crews 1, 000
October 22. W. F. Hague 400
October 20. Jamess M.Allen „ 150
October 1. C.C.Pufier-. 250
October 8. Thomas Anderson 250
October 27. D. R. Phifer and H. C. Corwin 600

Total 88,070

Here, then, we have the exciting cause of whatever trouble and dis-

turbance existed in South Carolina in 1870. It was then Ku-Kluxisni
showed its head ; and even the miserable testimony of the negroes
themselves shows that the principal object of the visitation of their dis-

guised assailants was the search for these very guns distributed among i,

them by the governor. We repeat, there is not a more nefarious scheme
of political villainy recorded anywhere in the history of ximerican i)oli-

tics than this arming of the negroes in South Carolina, in the summer •

of 1870, prominently at the head of which was the celebrated " Joe
Crews," the great agitator of strife between the two races, who, in that
very canvass, harangued the negroes from the stump, inciting them
against the whites and their property by telling them " that matches
were cheap," a detected thief of the public moneys, and the arch insti-

gator of the riot at Laurens Court-House.
We present a few extracts from testimony in regard to this matter. B.

W. Ball, esq., a lawyer, living at Laurens Court-House, the home of
Crews, said

:

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How many militia companies were organized in Laurens County ?

Answer. I think half a dozen or a dozen. I do not know whether they Were received
as part of the national guard, as it is called under the law, or not. My impression is

that they w^ere not. But they mustered six or eight or a do«en companies; that were
organized throughout the county. They held meetings, and drilled with such arms as
they could get. One company was fully armed and equipped, and drilled at the court-
house, and one company at Clinton. I am not prepared to say that to any other comj)a-
nies arms were given out.

Question. Did not these six, or eight, or twelve companies, form what is known as
the Thirteenth Regiment of National Guards ?

Ansiver. They were part of it.

Question. Do you know how many arms were sent into Laurens County in the sum-
.

'^'
\f seeding the election of 1870 ?

Ansiver. I do not. I know a large number of Remington rifles, and another kind of
breech-loading guns, whose name I do not know, and a largo number of Winchester
rifles. I do not know whether the law authorized it. A large number of new Win-
chester rifles were found in this barn, at Crews's house, and the State constabulary
were armed with them. I have heard that Crews bought a large number of these
guns, and he stated they were his private property. I expect that the Winchester
rifles were his.

Question. I see by the report of the adjutant, and inspector general of the State of
South Carolina, for Noveipbor, 1870, that Joseph Crews, lieutenant colonel and aide-de-
camp,. received at Laurens, on the 30th of June, 1870, three humlred rifle muskets;
"uhat were they ?

Amv-er. I suppose Remington, and some other pattern—Winchester.

35 K K
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Ottcstion. On the 2a day of August, 1870, ho receipted to General I. B. Dennis, acting

oninaiice officer, for three hundred and twenty riHe-muskets, besides the various accou-

teruients pertaining to them, making in all six hundred and twenty rifle-muskets

;

and, inchided iu tlie two receipts, ten thousand rounds of ammunition. What sort of

annnuiiition was it?

AiifH-cr. Tliat Avas hall-cartridge

(Jtu-slion. Minie-ball?

Answer. Yes, sir ; largo copper ball.

Qitcxtton. It is the kind used with rifle-mnsketg ?

Anstcer. Yes, sir.

Qncntion. How Avere these companies organized
;
publicly under the laAV, or other-

wise?
./ H.sicer. Otherwise, privately. No white citizens of the county knew when they were

organized,
'(jKciiion Did not the militia law, passed prior to that time by the legislature, require

an open registry ?

A)inw€r. Yes, sir.

(ji((.stion. Who Avas the person deputized by the governor, or State authorities at Co-
lumbia, to organize these black companies in Laurens County?

AHtiWtr: 1 do not knoAV.

Question. Do you not knoAv that a son of Joseph Crews did it?

Answer. I have seeu him with that company Avliere it Avas drilling.

Question. Did this militia laAV apply to the whole population, white as well as black ?

Anstvei: Yes, sir.

QittuHon. Do you knoAV of any efforts in Laurens County to organize Avhitc compa-
nies ?

Ansicer Yes, sir ; we organized a company of men, and sent a list of the officers.

Question. To Avhom ?

Answer To C4o\'ernor Scott, and a copy to the adjutant general. That there might
bo no excuse that the communications had not been received, we sent it to the adju-
tant general's department, and to the governor, by mail.

0((, .s/(o». Was that in 1670 ?

Answer. Yes, sir; about the time these companies were organizing. Thelaw required
tJiat llieso oflicers should be appointed ])y the gOAX'rnor. I reijuested him to receiA'o

this company as part of the National Guai'ds, appointing the commissioned officers des-
inated, and I reeeiA'ed no response to that letter ; it was treated with contempt, I think.

Qnef^tion. In the face of a fact like that, in regard to the action of the Avhite people,
Avhat impression did it make on tlic public mind there, with that innneusc amount of
fixed ammunition sent to these negroes?
Answer. Well, all tliese facts, connected with many others, created a bad feeling, and

a want of confidence in the Government.
Qnention. Did it create alarm and apprehension ?

Answer. Yes, sir; the peoph; felt that they had to take care of themselves, and put
thcms(dves in a condition to defend and protect themselves.

Question. I suppose tlie people of Laurens County knew there was no necessity for
fixed anununition in drilling?
Answer. None at all. Two weeks before4ho election—probably in September—an-

other matter of Avhich I was cognizant occurred, Avhich caused excitement. A largo
demonstration Avas liehl at Laurens Court-House, armed witii fixed bayonets, and tlio

armed niilitia com])any from Clinton, and numbered fifteen hundred negroes in tko
procession. Large nund)ers of these were armed Avith shot-guns and pistols, and clubs,
and Aveapons of every possible description. The republican orators followed this escort,
:uid held their meeting right in the public square—on the public square, or within one
Imndred and fifty yards of it—with these bayonets stacked around them, and I kuoAV
the fact, for I Avent to this meeting to hear the speakers.

Que.tlion. Who w(?re the speakers '!

AnHinr. Crev.-s was a s]»eaker ; Wallace was a speaker and candidate for Congress ;

ChamberlMMi, tlie altorney general, was a speaker ; Moses, the speaker of the house of
representatives, and a half dozcrn others Avere on the stand; they all spoke: and, in
the eyes ol these people, a Avhite man AA'as not allowed to hear—to get upon' his legs
and hear; if he did, Avas jerked down by variims parties ; and the guard detailed to
move around lliroii^rli tji,. croAvd, wilh arms in their hands, oii'ered all sorts of indigni-
ties to the wliilc iiK 11 iiresent; I do not Knpi)os<! there Avere more than tAVcntv-five ; a
few young men Irom f.lKj country, Avho came there from curiosity; and a few irom the
town, went down to hear th.', speeches. I knrtw on that occasion a ne-io there who
liad liecn in sympathy wiih the wliKc! pr()])le—the democratic party -was chased out of
the crowd and run through the toAvn by the repnblieans

Quenliou. l?y the negroes, yon mean ?

Ansnir Yes, sir, by negroes, Avifh arms iu their hands. His life Avas threatened.
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Two or tkree weeks before the electioa, another negro—<i very qnict ohl negro—camo
to the town; he was understood to be in sympathy with the white people; he was
mobbed and severely beaten for his political opinions. I know, because I was chair-

man of the democratic organization of the county, that there Avas such a reign of ter-

ror among the negroes against those who sympathized with the democratic party, that
they could not express their sentiments. It would have cost any negro his life to have
stated, in a crowd where there was a dozen negroes, that he was a democrat.

Question^ There were a few negroes in Laurens County that felt inclined to go with
the democratic party ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; but they were not allowed to do it.

Question. Did they vote the republican ticket ?

Jnaicer. I think a very few ditl ; they did atone precinct, probably. I do not believe
a democratic colored man's life would have been safe iu the county, unless he was in close

proximity to and had the protection of white people who could shield and protect him.
All that sort of thing brought about intense political feeling, and a state of anxiety
which culminated in this riot.

Question. On the day after the election?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Avoiding, as mncli as possible, tlie occupying mncli space in tliis re-

port by quotations of testimony, y^^a must be allowed to make a short

extract from the very clear and direct testimony of General Butler upon
this point

:

By Jlr. Van Trump :

Question. Was the public mind really alarmed at the arming of the negroes?
Ansicer. I think so.

Question,. Was there not very gi'eat danger of a conflict between the two races ?

Answer. Very great. It required the very greatest forbearance, and the exercise of
every possible influence that the influential men of the country could bring to bear, To

prevent collision. It was a tyrannical and deliberate insult iierpetrated by the State
authorities, which was almost insufferable.

Question. IJow many armed negro companies are in Columbia or in this county ?

AnsKcr. 1 declare I do not know. I think there are three, or four, or five: but I am
not prepared to say. There were, just before the election, three or four at Edgefield
Court-House. I was there at a meeting, which I addressed.

Question. Governor Scott has promised to recall those arms from the negroes. Has
he, in fact, recalled a single arm from the companies armed in this county ?

Ansica: I really am not pref)ared to answer that question. He has recently recalled

arms from two companies iu Camden, where they had been guilty of a riot on the 4th
of July.

Question. Have you full possession of the facts of that riot?

Answer. General Kershaw told me; he was over here the other day. He lives there.

I think the account iu the newspapers was about as he stated it to me ; that this

militia was parading, and several of them got drunk, and the authorites of the tov/n
^attempted to arrest one, or one of the constables did. This militia became very much
enraged, and assaulted the house of the lady iu which the man had taken refuge. She
was very much frightened, and had not recovered from it up to the time General Ker-
shaw was here, five or six days ago. It alarmed her very much. They were verj' vio-

lent in manner, rushing about the streets, saying, "Kill the damned white men. Now
is the time." The language was of that sort, in the face of the remonstrances of the
town authorities, and their attempt to preserve order and peace. I think the constable
had clubbed his fellow, who was drunk ; he had resisted him. Upon the representation
to Governor Scott by the intendant of the town, a sou of Bishoi) Davis, he sent over
and had the arms recalled. They had twenty rounds of ammunition, which he claims
now were obtained surreptitiously.

Question. Had they jiossessiou of thafr'ammunitiou on that day?
. Answer. Oh, yes, sir. It was a French commune there. At the head of the negroes
were two very violent men. Luckilj', there were very few white men iu town.

We have not the room to accumulate the testimony. No member of

the majority of the committee vrill assume that this arming of the negro
militia, to the very marked and insulting exclusion of the white people,

was not one of the main causes of all the disturbances which occurred
iu the State afterwards. The weight of the evidence shows that co-

temporaneous with this arming of the blacks the Ku-Klux outrages
began. As disturbers of the public peace, the two organizations stand
together. Far nobile fratrum. We shall now proceed to show, as brieily
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as possible, that the riots at Union Court-House, Chester, and Laurens,

about wliich the republican press everywhere have been so loud in their

denunciations, icerc the direct and immediate consequence of placing arms

in the hands of such reckless, lawless, and truculent beings as are the

negroes of South Carolina. 2^.nd first, as to the riot at Union Court-

House. It occurred ou the 4th day of January, 1871. A great deal of

misaj^prehension has existed in the public mind, at the JJ^orth, in regard

to this, in all its aspects, most terrible aftair. The partisan press every-

where have misrepresented it. The act of the body of disguised men,

for it is not certain they were organized Ku-Klux, who entered the jail

on that winter night, took out the prisoners, and shot and hung them
without trial, was lawless and outrageous, utterly subversive of the laws

of civil society, and a deliberate murder ; but no one will deny the par-

ticular cause which led to it was still more outrageous and horrible, and
as being one of the dire consequences of arming the brutes in human
form who committed the original outrage. As an appropriate and natu-

ral prelude to these scenes of violence and wrong, it will be quite to the

purpose to give the gra])hical description of the general and prior con-

ditiou of tilings, in the language of a most candid and intelligent wit-

ness, E. W. Shand, esq., a respectable and leading lawyer living at

Union Court-House. On pages 680 and G81 of the printed South Carolina

testimony he says

:

I will say that these disturbances went on for a month or two months. John Bates,

a negro here, was the leader, and claimed to be acting under authority from Gov-
ernor Scott. I do not know how that was ; it culminated in this matter at Sautuck,
which lasted a lew minutes, and then the negroes scampered over the fields. Governor
Scott sent up his special detective, (Hubbard,) who is his special detective still. He
remained here two or three days, and then went back and made a report, which was
published in the newspapers, in which he said that the whole difficulty arose from the
violence and turl)ulence of the negroes, and that the white xjcople in the whole matter
had not been to blame in any sort. That report, as I remarked, was published in the
newspapers. The negroes were considerably alarmed at Santuck ; and the election

came oti' shortly after that ; it was the presidential election. From that time on there
was comparative quiet hero until the summer of 1870—probably the spring of 1870.

As soon as the members of the hjgislaturc from this county, consisting of one
Avhite man and three negroes, of which negroes two are, to my knowledge, unable to

reail their names, and have signed bonds in my office with their crosses, while the
third can write, but that is all, having but very little information, and the white man
has no better education than this third negro—.ns soon as they came back they com-
menced organizing their Union Leagues—secret i)olitical associations on the side of the
repnblican party. Not long after that Governor Scott issued guns to the blacks—two
companies of the blacks here, two at Fish Dam, above here, 1 think; certainly one.
The two companies here, and the one or two at Fish Dam, and the cme above here,
were probably all in the county ; they are all that I know of, certainly. The applica-
tions made by wliite companies throughout the State, I believe, were universally
refused, with an exception in the city of Columbia, from which company the guns
were afterwards taken away. The blacks were all armed here, and the whites were
not armed. Guns and cartridges were is med. They drilled in the streets here tlieir

usual drill ; and during tlie drills there seenKnl to bo nothing unusual. It w.is pretty
much like the old CDUipany drill before tlie war. But when they were not drilling,
they seemed never to come to town without bringing their guns. If you had come
here on any Saturday <;vening, from the 1st of August, 1870, until the 1st of January,
1871, I am satisfied tliat you could liave seen fifty guns ou the arms of negroes. They
were eonstanfly jiarading the streets Avith tlieir guns on tlieir shoulders. You would
pass along the in;id at any time of day and meet these negroes with guns ; could hear
hear tliem firing them constantly through the daytime and night time, and sometimes
Lear bullets whistling over your head. This tiling was continued during the whole
of the laf ter jiart of IH70. 1 may say thesi; guns were otVensively displayed in the
presence of the white people. Such was the gciiieral apprehcnsion'in consequence of
of the negroes having arms, and tlieir recklessness, and their general demeanor, par-
ticularly toward the wlfito people. Thinjrs were in about that condition when the
Steevens murder took place, a matter of which, I suppose, there is very full information
bclolc the committee.
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Other witnesses very fully corroborate IMr. Sliand's view of the gen-

eral state of things prior to the murder of Steevens. The testimony
shows this state of case : a party of negro militia, to the number of frona

twenty-five to forty, tinder the command of a regular officer, suspected by
some to have been June Mobly, a negro member of the legislature, met
]Mathew Steevens, a one-armed white man, in com})any with another
white man by the name of Robinson, with a wagon or cart laden with
a barrel of whisky, which he was taking to Union Court-House. The
proof shows, by various witnesses, that Steevens was a quiet, peaceable,
inoffensive man, of good character; toiled honestly for the daily bread
of his family, did harm to no one, black or white, and was a great favor-

ite in that community. The negroes demanded him to give them the
whisky. He declined to do so, as it did not belong to him ; but gave
them some to drink from a bottle he had in his pbcket. They then
leveled their guns at him and fired into his wagon several shots. They
were drawn up in line along the road. Steevens jumped from the wagon
and called upon the negroes to stop firing; he would give up the whisky.
At this i)oint the white man in company with him jumped from the
wagon and escaped into the woods, leaving Steevens to his fate. Steevens
also esitnped from the wagon, and ran into a negro shanty by the side of

the road. There was no one in the shanty but a negro woman. The armed
negroes followed Steevens, and surrounded the house of the negro
woman. They leveled their guns, and entered the house. The negro
woman begged them not to come in, and let Steevens alone. They
broke into the house, found Stevens under a bed, where he had at-

temi^ted to conceal himself. They dragged him from his hiding place,

he begging for mercy and his life. One of the negroes struck him in the
mouth with the butt end of his musket. Three men among the negro
militia were deliberately detailed by the ofQcer in command to take
Steevens out and shoot him. One of the negro militia swore, upon the
examination afterward into the facts of the case, that he went to the
officer in command and begged for mercy for Stevens. The reply he
got was that if he did not hush up they would kill him. They took
Steevens off into the woods a few hundred yards from the negro woman's
house where they found him, and shot him through the head and body
with their muskets. The bones of his body were crushed, his head was
blown through, and the fixed ammunition of the militia was found scat-

tered about his body. Members of the militia testified before the inquest
held upon the body that they were ordered out by their officers. As to

what took iilace afterward can be better told in the language of a ;vit-

ness of high character in that community, James B. Steadman, esq., a
lawyer, residing at Union Court-House. The following is an extract
from his testimony before the committee

:

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How did Steevens lose his arm ?

Answer. In tbo army.
Question. Had he been a confederate soldier ?

Answer. Yes, sir. He was not obnoxious in any w ay, as I have ever heard, on account
of ijolitics—an inoffensive, harmless man, who was liked by the whole community lor

his obliginj]^ and kindly temper and disposition, from the pleasure with which he did
acts of kindness. He was a favorite for all these reasons in the com muuity.

Question. Was he a democrat?
Answer. Yes, sir ; he was a democrat in principle, and always voted with our party.

His murder, under these awfnl circumstances, created a very considerable excitement
in the whole community. It was felt that Steevens was murdered because he was a
white man ; and it was believed that those "who went out on that occasion had guuu
out to murder the first white mau whom they met ; that was the belief. Wehuvo
never been able to find out why they went out on that occasion. The witnesses here
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who were put upon tho stand say they did not know they were summoned out hy their

officers to lio -with arms and assemble at a certain point. Tliis one man who came to

me ai'terAvard and let mo know what connection he had had with it, in order that I might
make his statonieut if his name was in any way connected Avith these matters, who is

a mcmher of the militia and a radical, always votes with the radical party, told me
he was informed tlieir ol)ject was to nnig a man. They did arrest a white njau on the
road named Scott, but I believe Scott had either voted with the radical party or was
supposed to sympathize with that party, and tho witness, the colored man, testified

that when th(\v stopped him the leader said, " No ; that is Scott ; let him jiass on." Tho
next one was Steevous, and he was killed. His body Avas found on Sunday morning.
A good deal of feeling arose in the community, and it was thought unsafe to permit the
militia to carry their gnus. Wo believed it was a duty which we owed to ourselves and
to our families to take guns from men who would use them in that Avay, and Avliose

officers had sucli inlluenco over them ; and their guns, wherever Ave could find them,
were taken aAA-ay in a quiet, peaceable manner, iind an eftbrt was made to arrest those
whose names Avere connected by the testimony with the transaction. One or two- men
were identiiied imujcdiately by certain facts—I think some Avhisky found in their ])os-

session—and th«y began to give the names of those Avho had conniiitted the murder,
and a good nmiiy arrests Avere made in the course of that day. Tliat uight Mr. Dan-
iel Smith, Avho Avas acting under aAvarrant from tlic acting coroner here, called at a
house in the town to make an arrest, and AA'as refused admittance. Now, as I say, I

was present at tlie iuA'estigatiou before tlie coroner and took doAvu the testimony.
The Avitnesses swore that AA'hen they knocked for ailmissioii, those inside asked Avhat
they Avjuited, and they were told that they had a Avarrant and desired to enter. They
Avore told that they coidd not come in. They said they would come in. One of them
struck ablow upon the door, not sufficient to break it or shatter it in any way, but show-
ing his intentioji to come in, and they immediately commenced firing from the inside.

The deputy sheriff was mortaJly Avounded, and died in a foAv days aftcrAvard. The fire

Wiis tlien returned. A good many citizens there, I think, collected, or perhaps this party
may haA'c numbered several ; auyhoAv, tho tiring continued. My house was iu tho
immediate neigliborhood, and tho tiring continued some little time. There Avere prob-
ably forty or lifty shots on both sides. There Avero two other casualties ; one Avas
Avouuded and afterward died. He had been previously wounded by a colored man in
the commnnity. I am inclined to think, though, that the State believed that ho came
to his deatli by a shot from the outside. Another man was Avounded and has since
recovered. Well, Smith died, not, liowover, before the jail was broken into, but he
was mortally Avounded. That Avas on Sunday. Let me mention just here a fact Avhich
comes within my knoAvledge : that collision took place at Avhat isknowu as the YelloAV
House.

Qitcfilioii. You mean the collision where Smith was killed?
Anmicr. Yes, sir; it is just hero in town, and the railroad passes immediately by it,

the railroad cut, and runs to Main street, just over at the depot and marble-yard. "My
Avife and myself Avere returning from ehnrch on Sunday uight—the night of the day
Stcevens's body Avas found ; he'was killed on Saturday—and as we crossed Main street at
the cut, three colored men, in mU'iUn. uniform, Kith militia guns, (for it was bright enough
for me to see tliat they were militia guns and had militia uniform ; one of them even
had his Avhite clothes,) came from that Yellow House in the railroad cut, and as they got
to Main street Ave erosstsd, :ind, seeing them stop, Ave looked at them. As they got to
Slain street one of them, who seemed to be in connnand of tho others, ga\'o the com-
mand, "D()nb]e-(piick, march," and tliev ran ui) in this direction, and Ave lost sight of
lliem. I did not nndce that fact geneially known; I do not know that I made tho
BtaU'Uient at all, but it convinced me that they Avere i)repared in the YelloAv House to
resist that night any arrests that might bo attempted to be made. I Avill state tho
fact anyhow for what it is Avorth ; I saAV it. Those two things, occurring one after tho
other, produced considrralih^ connnotion in the coiinnunity,'and on Wednesday after-
Avard tiu; jail Avas broken into— I always uiuleistood by disguised men—and live men, I
think, were taken out; two, I think, Averc killed; three made their escape. One Avho
w;ui kille-il was the magistrate. Walker, Avhose nami^, in tlio investigation before tho
coroner .s in.iuest, beeanu^ pronnnently associated Avith tlie calling out of the militia
that night; tlio other Avas Charver Stevens, (jr Ilerndon, the nuin who summoned out
t n; negro man on my i.remises and said lliat thev Avere going to mug a man. Both of
them Avure promin.Milly associated Avilh the nnnder of Matthew Stervens. The others
Avere one man avIio, it Avas alleged, shot Smith, the sherill'; the other man Avas a man
wliOAViiH afterward provrd in the investigalion here to have been eaptaih of the l)and
that night, and who mnidend Stcevens, and the fifth I don't remember just noAv. I
think live were, taken out; two shot, and three got away. Thev Avero not prominent
as rudiciUs, as I know ol. Walker wius tho magistrat.^ here Avho had made himself very
ohnoxioiiH irom his acts ol oppression, and avIio was fust believed to have been the
organi/er ol that baud upon that occasion—ho and Juno Mobley, a member of the leg-
islature.

'' ^
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Here, tlien, by the highest testmiouy, is shown the immediate cmiso

of the terrible retribution taken against these negro murderers of an
innocent and iuofl'ensive man, and of the murder of an officer in the
discharge of Ms duty as such. The remedy was hiwless, terrible; but
it had no more to do with politics than has robbery on the highway when
a man is killed for his money. It was not more lawless than some of
these lynching outrages in Indiana and elsewhere in the North ; and if

it is evidence of anything, it only testifies to the general disorder of the
country under republican rule, and especially to the reign of terror

inaugurated in Soiith Carolina by the joint efforts of carpet-baggers and
Ku-Klux—the one as the authors of wrong and injustice, and the other
as the lawless and i^erhaps indiscriminate avengers of the same. So
much, then, in this brief consideration of its facts, for the first raid upon
tlie jail at Union Court-House. Many other facts could be adduced from
the testimony sustaining this view of the case, but we cannot yield the
room for their introduction. 0]je peculiarity, however, will strike the
mind in relation to the first raid of these disguised men upon the jail

on the nig^ht of the 4th of January-. They selected and only took live

out of the* ten—and perhaps eleven—of the negroes who w^ere arrested
and confined there charged with the murder of Steeveus and mortally
wounding Smith. This singular fact is nowhere explained in the testi-

mony. Why vvas this? In the absence of all proof upon the question,

it can only be explained by inference ; and that is, from the fact that
this raid occurred only four days after the murder of Steeveus, and
before the death of Smith, even these lawless avengers of the crime
were not then satisfied of the guilt of more than five of them, giving
the remainder of the negroes the benefit of their doubts. A curious
fact occurred in support of this theory. At one of these raids upon the
jail—the testimony is not clear as to which one, but it irt'as evidently the
second visit of these rioters or Ku-Klnx—Dr. Thompson, a practicing
physician at Union Court-House, was returning home from a professional

visit into the country, and in riding through town to his residence he
suddenly came upon a body of armed and disguised men on horseback.
The doctor spoke to one of them, and tried to dissuade them from offer-

ing any violence to the jail. During the interview the man covered the
doctor's person with a drawn pistol. The doctor then told him there
was one negro in the jail they ought not to disturb. The trooper asked
his name, a]id the doctor gave it as Jim Hardy, and gave a personal
description of him. He also stated the reason why he ought not to be
hurt, which was, that the evidence before the coroner showed that he
was the man who appealed to the captain of the baiul to save Steevens's
life, and was told in reply to hush up or they would kill him too. To
this statement of Thompson the man on horseback replied that "it
should be attended to." They then passed on to the jail, and the doctor
heard the man ask for Jim Hardy, when the other negroes were tiiken

out. Hardy was sutfered to remain in the jail unmolested.
We go back now to present vvhat transpired between the two raids:

Ten or eleven—it is not certain which—of the negroes engaged in the
murder of Steeveus and Smith were lodged in jail prior to the 4th of
January. There is no doubt, and no question has ever been made any-
where, of the guilt of these ten or eleven negroes, with the exce[>tion of

Hardy, who perhaps might have succeeded in proving the fact that his

acquiescence in the killing of Steeveus was compulsory and against his

will. After the first raid upon the jail, on the night of the 4th of Jan-
uary, a strong guard of white men were posted at the jail for a time,

when, as excitement seemed to have cpiieted down, the guard was di.
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minislied in number or discoutinued, and the people were less snspicious

of fuitlier attempts at lawless vengeance. Jnst at this point of time, and

in this condition of things, a little circumstance, somewhat mysterious

in its character, and Avhich has never been satisfactorily explained,

changed the whole aspect of afiairs at Union Court-House, and doomed
to a sudden and lawless death the remaining ])risouers contined in jail,

Avith the exception of Hardy, at the hands of these disguised men, who
seemed to be posted in some way as to everything which occurred at

the county-seat in relation to these negroes. The town of Union Court-

House is situated on the Columbia and Spartanburgh Eailroad, trains

on which, at that time, were run only triweekly between the two towns.

The proof shows that on Fiiday evening, piior to the second raid upon
the jail, a negro by the name of Tiusley, a cake-vender on the train,

brought a document addressed to the sheriff of Union County, inclosed

in a brown paper express envelope, imrporting to be a writ of habeas

corjrifs, issued by Judge Thomas, a radical circuit judge, residing at Co-

lumbia. The negro delivered the package to the sheriff. The paper
require d the sheriff" to bring down to Columbia, on the down-going train

of tlie next day, the negroes confined in jail for the murder ol*Steevens,

and he was cautioned to say nothing about it. This caution came from
tJie 7ie[iro TinHlcy. The sheriff', on the next morning, being in doubt as

to what should be his action in the premises, called a council of the
lawyers of the place to advise him in the matter. The following is the
testimony of Mr. Steadmau in that behalf:

He conimuiiicatod it to us uuder pledge of secrecy. Tie exhibited a paper to us, aud
asked us wliether, iu our judgment, lie was justified in sending the prisoners down.
We told bim tlie whole thing was irregular fronr heghming to end ; that there was
nothing in it to show that it emanated from the judge. He was not himself ac-
quaint'Cd with the judge'.s handwriting; it had not the usual seals of office. It was
not drawn up as a lawyer or judge would draw it. It looked spurious and snsi)icious,
and we advised him to communicate to the judge his reasons for declining to obey
the writ, and cautioned him to say nothing about it. But on that morning a nnm-
h(!r of negro men, colored persons—negro men and women—met at the depot, and
one of them told me afterward that he went there to sec these ni^gro prisoners
go off. It is a fact that cannot bo controverted that the negroes generally knew these
prisoners were to go off that morning, while the white p'eople know nothing at all

•about it. That was one fact. Tlio negroes assembled down at the jail; the wife of
the jailer tells me this herself, I went to see her a few days ago and hear about it, as
I liad heard the statement that they assendjle<l there. They "told her that these pris-
oners were to go off that day, and complained of the delay in taking them off, utter-
iug compl.'iints against the shcsriff'for not discharging his duty ; and'tho point I make
is, that .the migioe.s were there to see the prisoners off, and told them to go. The
negroes on the outside comnuniicated the fact to the prisoners up-stairs. There were
quite a number of negroes at the jail and depot; those at the depot td sec them off",

and tliose at tlie jail to see them come out. On tlie next day—that was Sunday, late
in the afternoon—a nnmbcr of negroes assembled around th(>'jail, and told the pVison-
crs a train would be up that night at about 1 o'clock, bringing orders to have them
carried to C()luml)ia on the next day, Monday; that the sign'al would be a protracted
blowing of the striuii-wliistle, and so on. The impression'in that way got out in tho
conununity— it certainly existed in the conniiunitv—tliat these negro prisoners were to
be taken down to Columbia, and there dischaiged on bail or liberated. Now, I do not'
I>retend to say that that impression was well based, well founded ; I am satisfied, from
what I know of tlic matter subsequently from tii(! judgi' and others, that that was not
the jiurposc, tiut that was the imjirrssion which prevaihid in this eomnninity. The
legmlatin-e was at that timi; in s(!Ssion, and tho people saw that they were to 1)0 taken
down to Columbia and liberated, and, with that impression prevailing in the commu-
nity, I wa.s not at all surprised when tin', jail was al'lerwanl broken Open, and these
men and others connected witli the, Steeveus murder taken out and killed It was done,
I believe, because men thought a hideous crime had been committed in the community,
whicli should not go uniMuiisiierl, ami which would go unpnuished if tho persons v.-eie
notdealt with in tins summary manner. And there are vorv few communities, I think,
which would not have acted in the same way. To show that these men were not taken
out an<l hung bccanso they were radicals, I will state oiu; fact. There were a number
»f other negroes, confined for viu-ious offenses, in tho jail—radical negroes—who were
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not molestetl at all. A number of other radical negroes were incarcerated, some for
very grave oftenses, some for the burning of that barn of Mabiu's, who were afterward
convicted, and numbers of others; the jail was full of negroes. Only those connected
with the murder of Steevens and Smith, so far as my recollection goes, were taken out
or molested. I think, therefore, they were not molested on account of their political

l^rinciples, but entirely from their connection with an awful crime. The Ku-Klux, as
they are called, on that occasion left posted here on the court-house door a proclama-
tion, in which they stated that these men were taken out and executed in order that
they might not escape punishment. Their belief was that they were to be taken to
Columbia to bo liberated, and they were therefore taken out and hung before they
could be liberated. That oi'der is in existence, and I suppose will be before the com-
mittee, and will explain itself. It was printed at the time in the papers, and, I believe,
sent to Governor Scott.

Another fact slioukl be mentioned in this connection : that hj a law
of South Carolina, made applicable to all grades of crime, it is provided
that if, at the second trial term after the finding of an indictment, the
State is not ready to prosecute the case, the prisoner is ordered to be
discharged, and he is as effectually released from the legal penalties of

his crime as he would be by a plea of aidrefois acquit to any subsequent
indictment for the same offense. It is not very clear from the testimony,
but it indicates ver^^ strongly that a trial term had already intervened
between the finding of the indictments and the execution of the ne-
groes on the second raid upon the jail, and who were sought to be re-

leased bj" the writ of habeas corpus. This would be another inducement,
on the minds of the rioters to take summary vengeance upon the mur-
derers.

Here, then, are all the material and well-attested facts in the case
of the Union Court-House riot, about which so much ink has been
shed and so much breath has been expended at the Kortb. That
the putting to death of these negroes, when looked at from jj, legal

and social stand-point, was a much lamentable and terrible catastrophe,
no one will deny; but that the death of poor Steevens was a " murder
most foul," and the killing of Smith, in the honest discharge of his duty
as an officer of the peace, with a warrant in his hands, was a most dar-
ing outrage, is equally true. No one has ever claimed that these negroes
were not guilty of these crimes. The whole responsibility of these
crimes and their consequences rests upon the infamous conduct of the
chief magistrate of the State in arming these black assassins, and there
let it rest as a blistering testimony on his unfitness to hold in his hands
the sacred trust of government.
There is not the slightest evidence that political feeling had anything

to do with these two riots at Union Court-House. It was just one of

those spontaneous outbreaks of human passion and vengeance which
occasionally occur in any communitj-. It is evident that these lawless
avengers of the murder of Steevens and Smith apprehended that these
negroes would escape imnishment through the paidoning power of the
governor, or that by some other mode, through the action of the legisla-

ture, composed of a large majority of infuriated negroes, the course of
justice would be impeded. Had they any reasonable grounds to think
so ? The State records will show. The superintendent of the State
penitentiary, for the year then just closed, re^jorts the following astound-
ing state of fact

:

On the 15th day of October, 1869, the date of ray last report, the number of in-

mates of the institution was , 295
Received since that date 2<";0

Recaptured 1

Whole number in prison during the year 57G
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From -wliicli number deduct as follows

:

Discharo-od by expiration of sentence ? 23

rardoned ly (he governor : 205

Diod 24

Escaped • 6

Insane, turned over to asylum by order of tlae governor 1

259

Kow tliis is " amnesty" with a rush ! Of the two hundred and five

pardoned for tliat year, one hundred and ninety were negroes ! The
governor, in his annual message of that year, very naively remarks

:

" By anticipating the expiration of their sentence, the criminal generally

avoids the deprivjttion of liis civil rightsP Aj-, is it so ? Then it was
to prevent the loss to the republican party of at least one hundred and
ninety negro votes that Mercy consented to take the seat of Justice ! If

the governor was, indeed, so mercifully and benevolently incliued, the ex-

ercise of his prerogative, in each case, within twelve hours previous to

the expiration of the sentence, would have effected his purpose just as

well as five years before. The table shows that the outside negro pres-

sure upou the governor must have been heavy, for he pardoned some who
had been guilty of murder and rape and arson for years before their

terms expired

!

The story of tbe riot at Laurens Court-House, on the day after the
election in 1870, can be better told in the sworn testimony of William
D. Simpson, esq., who was an eye-witness of the scene, and is a member
of the bar of high respectability, residing in that town.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Qtiesiwn. Were yon at Laurens on the day of the last election?
Annwcr. Yes, sir. The general election of October, 1870.

Que^iion. I mean tlie election that took place on the day before the riot, known aa

the Laurens riot ?

Annwer, Yes, sir.

Qiu'iiioii. Will you give us something of the general condition of the county for a
short time bcfoni that general election, if there is anything particular to bo mentioned ?

Atiswcr. We had a general canvass during that .suunucr of 1870, and our district is

composed of bhicks and wliites; the proportion being 1,900 white to 2,300 black voters.

I suppose, without referring to the census, that there are 2,300 or 2,400 bhicks. Wo
had two parties in tlie district, nominallj'- republicans and democrats, but really blacks
aud whites. The issue before tlic ix'ojdo was whether or not the representatives of the
v/liites should be electcid to the legislature and as county officers, or the representativea
of the Idaeks. Tlie district was divided almost upon the line of color. There were
some whites who united themselves to the blacks.

(JnesHon. When you say "district" you mean county?
Answer. Yes, sir ; that is the old name. The contest was a hot one, and during the

Buminer, jn-rliaps iu May, I do not remember precisely, but pretty early in the canvass,
to the HMr|>rise of the white p(!0])le, it was ascertained that some four or iive compa-
nies liad bi'(ii organized, ostensibly as nulitary com])anie.s, probably sixty to one hun-
dred in eacli. Tlicy were composed entirely of lilacks. When they were' organized we
did not ku(t\v, but it became known to the county jn-etty soon that they were organized,
and they were comitosed of all ages. Tliey were not organized in accordance with tho
uiilitia law of Soutli Caiolina.

(Jucilion. Wbat were th(! provisions of the militia law under which this organization
was supposed to liav(! Ix'cn maile?

AuHinr. I do not reini'mberall its provisions, but one was: first, there sliould- boa
regiKtry of all Ibose lialde to duty iu the i)opulation between certain ages—I do not
rem«!ml)ir tlie precise! ages; ai'lcr that the military, tho State juilitia, was to be organ-
ized out of tli(! entire i)opnlation, end)racing both wdors. But there was no registry
that I ever licard of. The first thing tho people of tJio county know, theso comiijxuies
bad been organized.

(>nr.il\(tn. Hy whom were they organized?
Anmrrr. It was understood that they were organized under the direction of a man

named Joseph Crews, who had idcntilied himselr with that poiiulation earlv after tho
war. He waa a citizen of that county for years before the war, and pretty soon after
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tbe -svar be bad identified bimsclf Tvitb tbat race aud was elected by tbein to tbe State

conveution. Ho was a candidate for tbe legislature—tbe only wbite man a candidate

—

and tbree negroes were candidates witb biui. Tbese companies were organized, and
were composed generally of tbe most turliulenfc blacks in tbcir respective ueigbbor-
boods, to some extent. After tbese com])anies were organized, very soon it was ascer-

tained tbat a large quantity of arms bad been sbipped to tbe county; they came in

iKjxes, and were sent, as it was understood, to Joseph Crews. Pretty soon after tbese

arms were sbipped, a force of tbe State constabulary was sent into the county, com-
posed entirely of strangers to the people, particularly from tbe Northern States, mostly,

I think, from your State of Ohio; tbey came ostensibly as peace officers; they quar-
tered themselves at Crews's bouse: tbey seemed to be under bis control almost entirely.

Quesiion. How many were there?
Answer. I think ten or a dozen. Tbese when tbey came were first lodged in a bouse

on the ]inblic square owned by Crews; be had a large wooden building there known
as Tin Pot Alley, which is somewhat famous in this State on account of tbat riot; be
bad been appoiute:d trial justice in tbe mean time, too.

By the Chairman:
(p!!<:'s^(on. Wbobad?
Anau-er. Crews. He was also chairman of the board of county canvassers, the offi-

cers who bad charge of the election, and bad his trial-justice oftice in a front room on
II street immediately on tbe public square, and in rear of tbat office large numbers of
tbese gnus were stored; it was understood from subsequent developments tbat there
were at least one thousand or one thousand two hundred stand of arms brought to tbe
district; they were uot all, however, stored there—a portion of them were stored in

bis ijarn. He lived about a quarter of a mile from the square. Our village is a large

bollow square, with streets running oii' at the four angles; two or tlii-ee hundred of
tbese guns, with cartridges and everything else, were stored there, and a portion at

Clinton, a little village towards Ncwljerry, on the railroad. After the guns and con-
stabulary came tbe first thing the people knew meetings were called in behalf of that
party at different points iix the district, usually on Saturdays

;
imblic meetings com-

posed entirely of one party. Crews would start for one of his public meetings with
one of tbese companies, sometimes two, armed and equi^iped, with bayonets on aud
cartridges around their bodies.

By]Mi-. Van Tkump:
Qnesiion. You mean one or two of this constabulary force, or negro companies?
Ansiver. Negro companies, and the constabulary also; tbey always Avent with them.

Tbe impression made upon the people there by the conduct of this constabulary vras

that tbey were not peace officers, but partisans there to influence the election in this

State. They went to all tbese i^ublic meetings aud were followed by one or two com-
panies of black militia, On tbe road to these meetings the white people were badgered
considerably, it was so reported. For iustance, they Avould shoot at dogs ^ong the
way, and it Avas reported at one place, as they passed down to a meeting fifteen or
sixteen miles below the village, the people bad assembled at the Methodist Church for
service, mostly womiiu and children, aud as they passed tbey were turbulent, and
fired around tbe building. I do not l:now that tbey fired over it. They insulted v.bite

people along the road, denouncing them occasionally as rebels, saying that they bad
guns and the wbite people did not have them ; that Scott, tlje governor, did not allow
them to have guns. When they assembled at the public meetings tbey usually stacked
arms and were addressed or harangued generally by Crews. I never atten(ied one of
tbe meetings and do not know^, from my own knowledge, what be said; but at one of
tbese meetings, near Waterloo, some fifteen or twenty of the citizens did attend, aud
tbey })ublished in the Herald, the county paper, an account of bis speech over tlieir

signatures, certifying to its correctness. In that published statement it was said that
be used language like this: be advised tbe negro women to dress as men and vote at
the j)olls tbe coming election; that it would uot do for the blacks to be defeated; that
their fi-eedom depended on tbat election ; that the whites would re-euslave them. • He
advised tbe negroes to vote as often as they pleased. He advised them to submit to
no sort of outrage, but to resist under all circumstances. He advised them if tbey did
not believe tbey were settled with fairly in their contracts, to go to, the fields and'tako
what tbey wanted. He said if tbey were convicted they would be pardoned; that bo
was a trial justice and tbat ho was satisfied that Governor Scott would do anything be
advised, as bo bad never failed to do so. Ho told the women if a difficulty took place
they could assist witli tbe torch. He said to tbe men tbat matches Avere cheap and did
not cost more than ten ceuts a box. This is the substance of what those gentlemeu said
was a i)art of bis baraugue at Waterloo. This thing kept intensifying during the sum-
mer as tbat election approached. The negroes, of course, seeing the Avhite people were
not armed, and offering no resistance to insults along the highway, begau to be pretty
bold aud defiant, until the impression prevailed cdmost entirely over the whole county
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that it wonld ho a miracle if the election passed off witlimit a general conflict. The
whites believing that, and being luiarmeKl, a good many sent off and got arms, bought
"Winchester rifles on their own hook i« New York and elsewhere. I don't know how
many they brought into the county in that way

;
perhaps eighty or a hundred guns.

Things were in this condition all the summer, Crews going from point to point every
Saturday. About four weeks before the election a disturbance started in Newberry,
forty-five miles away, which came near being a general conflict. I do not know how it

origiuatfd. It spread into our county; I do not know how. The first thing we knew
in the village there .seemed to be a struggle about to ensue at Clinton, over the arms
there. They w^ere placed under the control of a man, an eniploy6 of Crews, there.

Qiu'sfion. Was there a military company there?
Anm-cr. Yes, sir; a negro compauj'—one of those companies I spoke of in the begin-

ning. This difficulty in Newberry widened into our county very strangely ; I do iiot

know how except from the general state of feeling between the two races over all the
country ; and the whites and blacks in Clinton for a day were standing on the eve of
conflict ; they were drawn up. Things were in this condition there. Our town is

about eight miles from Clinton. Crews said to some of the citizens that he could stop
that if he was down tliere, and they advised him to go down ; but he did not go down.
Instead of that ho went out into the country, he said, as I understand, with a view of
cpiictiug the negroes out there ; ho was apprehensive that they might go to Clinton
and precipitate a conflict there. He Avent to the country, and tlae ne^t morning, in iho
village, to our surprise, there were about four hundred "iiegroes. Wlien I Avent down
town—I live out about a mile—they were surrounding this armory of his on the pub-
lic square.

By the Chairman :
•

Qtiestion. Have you mentioned what daj' that was ?

Ansu-er. I do not know the date ; it was perhaps a month before the election. I
suppose about four hundred negroes were around this armory of his. They were not
armed and were doing nothing. They staid a day and a night and were rationed by
Crews out of this Tin Pot Alley. Tliey Aveut down on the depot lot and cooked tlie^r

provisions. The people did not understand it at all ; it excited them very much, and
but for the forbearance and prudence of the more prudent citizens there' would have
been a conflict, then, certainly. The people in the country heard of it and began to
come to town ; they began to come in squads—considerable squads. Some of us, liear-

ing of their coming and knowing that if they did come and see these negroes there
some of them mi"Iit get to drinking and we would have a general row, sent out mes-
sengers to prevail npt)n these gentlemen, who were coming from different quarters not
to come in. They did not come in, and the next moruing the negroes all disapi)eared.
This difficulty at Clinton was stopped in the same way. Some of the prudent citizens
got eonmiittees from the whites and blacks to meet and talk the thing over. They
came to the conclusion that tliey would not have a fight there because they had diffi-

culties in Newberry, and the thing i>ussed off. On the day of election wo generally
had in our county about fifteen or twenty boxes scattered sill over the county, conven-
ient to the different neighborhoods. Crews v^'as chairman of the county canvassers,
and under the act of the legislature he had the power, or so construed the act, to arrange
the prcfcincts as he tliought proper.

By Mr. Van Thump :

QiicHtion. Did he change them ?

Anmrcr. He changed llicm as he pleased, locating precincts, and ho appointed the
managers ; he had that right. He concentrated four boxes at the village.

QniHtion. How many hail there been before ?

Aimvrr. Never but one, except in 18GS, when he had the same power, he brought
them all there.

Qucxtion. All in the county.
Annivcr. All but two. I believe he had two others in the county. On this dav ha

brought four there, and he brought those four where the negro i)opulation, if tliey "lu.d
voted at th.'ir own regular precincts, were largely iu the nuijcnity. Ho kept two\)ff in
the county where tin; whites werfc in the majority. The result was, that there was a
very large )>reponderence of blacks in the village on the day of election over the
whites. I suppose they outnumbered ns by— [ don't know how many—but there was
a very large piei)ondeiaiice of blacks in the village on the day of election. The thing
went on jiretty well

; the whites were excit(,'d, and so were the blacks, but no serious
matter occurred. There was a little row. Wc had to vote within certain hours on tho
Kame day, and it was with some dilfieiilty that wi.- could concentrate it into one dav.

Qucsiloi). So nuicli concentration of population ?

Amicn: Yes, .sir; tho negroes surrounded the boxes in some places and kept the
whites from going in, and tlie whites surrounded one box. too. It was dirficult to vote.
They acted pretty much alike iu that respect; but they got along better than I ex-
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pectod of them ; but there was a little tow, cursing, started at one box—there was no
tightiug, no blows. Shortly after that the news ran over the village that a consider-
able number of negroes had gone up to Crews's barn, where the guns were, and were
arming to come down and attack the citizens. It went like wild-fire over the town. I
never saw people concentrate so quickly in my life. The white peojile were not armed,
exce^it that they had jiistols. When the news began to spread—you know how such a
thing will scatter over a crowd—they collected in one body at a certain point, looking
toward this house where they expected the negroes to come down the road. Colonel
Smith, who was in command of a Federal corai)auy there, I believe it belonged to the
e»ighth regiment, and who was a very prudent man, had his quarters over the branch,
a quarter of a mile from the public square. He heard of it, and came over immediately
to the whites, and said he had heard this report about the negroes arming, and said,
" I will go up and see about it. Don't do anything at all. Be quiet. I will go up and
Btop it." Ho marched straight up the road to this house, and directly he came back.
He reported that there were some thirty or forty who were arming. He did not say
what they intended to do, but ho said he had told them that if they undertook any-
thing of that sort it would be the worst thing for the whole of them that they ever
attempted, and directed them to put the guns down. They obeyed him promptly, and
the thing hushed there for that day, and we had no further difficulty. That was the
day of the election. The next day—it was during cou;:t week, and a considerable body
of men were at the court-house, in our county—in our State the whole lioijulatioa
attends court

Question. Was that the first day of court ?

Aiisicer. No, sir, it was not ; it was Wednesday ; that is the great court-day.
Question. Which day was the election held on ?

Answer. On Tuesday. That is my recollection. On Wednesday there was a large
collection of blacks and whites. The election was just over, and that probably brought
a great many to court. During the day, while court was in session—I was in the court-
house myself, engaged then in a case—I was examining a witness on the stand in a
riot case when this thing commenced. A man named Johnson, who belonged to the
white party, and a white man, one of the State constabulary, who belonged to the ne-
gro party—I do not know his name—got into a row. I understood that it started from
a private matter entirely. Johnson had heard that this constable had denounced him
as a tallow-faced son-of-a-bitch, and he called upon him to know whether he had said
so. This fellow denied it, and acted pretty boldly for a man under his circumstances.
He asked who had told him so. Johnson said somebody, and he said he was a damned
liar—60 I understood—and conducted himself with a good deal of manhood, surrounded
as he supposed himself, because at that time there were a good many standing around.
Anyhow, while they were quarreling, a pistol went off. It'was said it eitherl^ell from
the breast of somebody and went off, or went oft" in a man's bosom. Nobody was shot
or shot at. Nobody ever claimed to have been shot at. That attracted' attention.
The negroes, seeing this difdculty, and one of their party engaged, began to crowd up
in one direction, and the citizens crowded up in another direction, precisely as a quar-
rel will do on any iiublic day, even when people are not aroused by party feeling.
Those two men finally got to blows. It occurred on the pavement about fifty yards
from this armory of Crews, a ^ilacc where the constabulary always staid, and the ne-
groes always congregated when [they came to town. The fight commenced, and the
constable gave back in the fight toward this armory, and got to the door and iriished
into it. In the mean time the negroes, some of them, had gouQ in ahead of him. When
he rushed in the door was slammed to, as I have understood, and just as he got in the
firing commenced from that building. A volley was discharged from an upper window
and they fired through the plank. The house Avas weather-boarded, but not ceiled
inside. The firing came out through the planking—balls. The holes are there now,
showing that some balls came through fi.-om the inner side. I remember Judge Moses
and myself walked by there at the last court. I never had examined it ; he pointed it

out, and said those balls came from the inner side certainly. When that firing took
place from the house the firing was upon the people of the square just in front of it,

but nobody was hurt. One ball hit the court-house, aud one passed through the crowd,
but missed everybody—I do not know how ; it passed over their heads and hit Mr.
Sullivan's of6ce across the public square—a lawyer's office. The i^eople rushed upon
tliat concern with their pistols aud they ran in. They broke the door down, aud the
negroes gave back and ran out of the back door. Abont that time, as I said, I was in
the court-house. I heard considerable noise in the public square—all of us did. A
constable ran out to see what was the matter. When he came back I asked him what
was the matter. He said the negroes had commenced firing upon the whites. That
emiitied the court-house instantly ; but there was very little shooting after I got there,
I did not see anybody shot. The negroes had gone from this Imilding, aud the firino

Avas about over. It was a very short thing. Two negroes were killed right there, and
I think one wounded. Well, the people collected in bodies, all that were there nearly,
and stood awaiting developments. It was supposed at first that the negroes who ran
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out of that building had started up to the other armory; but it turned out that they

did not start there. During the evening Judge Vernon—who had adjourned court in-

stantly, for everybody left, two or tlirce negroes Averc on the jury, and they ran, and
the court could not have gone on any waj'—ordered the sheriff to raise a posse of one

hundred men and take cliarge of these public arms. Ho did do so, and went up to.

Crews's house and hauled down all the arms from that place and from the other place,

except those taken out by men who ran in, and he put them in the sheriff's office. It

s])read over the country^worso tljan a prairie fire that the fight had commenced at the

village between the whites and negroes ; that the whites were in a minority and the

ne^-roes were getting the advantage ; and they commenced coming iu toward 5 o'clock

in twos, threes, and tens on horseback.

Qiicsiion. The white people ?

Aiistixr. Yes, sir ; tliey came from every direction, and, I suppose, by midnight there

must have been twenty-five hundred men. The news spread clear to Spartanburgh
County that we had regular war down there ; but, as I said, after the negroes ran oat

of there it soon quieted as far as the village was concerned. The negroes ran away
and the constabulary ran away. As to Joe Crews, somebody had seen him iu the

morning, but he had run away. They all disappeared. There was a man in the cou-

stabuhiry from Napoleon, iu your State, (Oliio,) named Volney Powell.

Question. Governor Scott's place ?

ADSiccT. Yes, sir. He had been there a short time. He was a candidate for probate
judge. There was a negro, named Bill Riley, a prominent fellow in his party, wlio

who was a sort of custodian of these guns, and another negro named Wade Perrin, who
was a candidate for the legislature there. He harangued the negroes iu the style of

Crews, about the white people putting them iu slavery, it seemed with a view of con-

solid:;tiug them against the whites, to make them believe that if the whites elected

officers they would be put back in slavery, and to sow seeds of^bitterness in tlieir minds
toward us. He was one of that class. Next morning the news came that Volney
Powell and Bill Riley were foinul dead on the public highway, about four miles below
the village, shot in several places. I think they had arms then. They were found
lying with guns by them—a gun apiece. It vras so reported in the paper. I did not
sec it myself. This fellow, Wade Perriu, was found about fifteen miles below the vil-

lage, on'tho public highway toward Newberry—found dead ; and two other negroes in

another part of the district, some six or seven milt's from the village, were found dead
next morning. Tluit was the extent of the kftliug that I know anything about. There
were two negroes wounded that day Vv'heu these two negroes spoken of as first killed

in the fight were killed. One white man Wcos wounded that I know of iu the light.

Qiicsiion. Where ?

Aiisivcr. In the fi[i:ht on the public square. The ball hit him in the face, slightly

wounding him.
i A little boy in a ho^se was hit by a silent ball— a white boy. The

ball wwit in at the window. Who it was shot by, 1 cannot tell. The negroes became
very much alarmed, of course, and disappeared for a day or tw<j. All these constabu-
lary disappeared ; Crews disappeared ; but everything was quiet next day. None of
this party has ever returned—neither the constabulary, Crews, nor any connected with
him; not any of these leading men.

QiicsfioH. Where docs Crews keep himself?
Answo: In Columbia.
Qiiesiioii. What was the character of this man Crews we hear so much, of; a quiet

citizen or a disturber of the people ?

Ansivcr. Before the war he was a sort of merchant there. Some time before the war
he failed in merchandise and became a negro-trader. There was no harm in him then,
I suppose, 80 far as being a disturber of the peace was concerned. He Avas a quiet nuin
iu that respect. He was regarded as ratlK.'r unscrupulous in pecuniary matters, and
left a good many debts uni)aid; but immediately after the war he became connected
with tLf, iir;;ro clement. He claimed to be a republican, joined that party, and his
pni'iK^seH during every canvass wc had, seemed to be to instill hostility into the negi'o
race toward the whites, and make tliem liate the whites. I suppose it was because
lie thought that one means of keeping them consolidated. He knew they were in a
majority, and if they could be kept e^)nsolidated tliey could out-vote the 'whites and
lie could 1)0 elected.

Til US iniu-li for the riot at Laurens Coart-ITonse. By turning to the
ccnsu.s tables tor 1870, it Avill be found tliat the ncgroe.s were consider-
ably in the ascendant in that co^inty ; it stands l),8o2 ^vhites ^o 12,(>2G

blacks. The town of Laurens is also the residence of the notorious Joe
( 'rews, a brazen-lr(»ntcd scalawag, who has been the cause of a large pro-
l)ortion of the di-sturbances in South Carolina since the war. During
the days of slavery he was a negro-driver by occupation ; he soon be-
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come R. great favorite of Governor Scott, a modern Sejanns, on a small

scale, acting- in the double capacity of tool and master of tbe higher ofli-

cial tyrant. Scott appointed him one of his aids-decamp ; he was a
trial justice, commissioner of elections, member of the legislature, and
a sort of military pro-consul of Laurens County. The race between
himself and Tim Hurley, another radical member of the legislature,

for the championship of South Carolina thieves, is noted as a very close

oae. The public impression, however, is that the belt will be awarded
to Crews. A late business operation has given Crews some advantage
in the race. He was appointed chairman of the committee of investi-

gation into the election frauds in the third congressional district, in the
case of Reid and Hodge ; for it is quite a characteristic fact in negro South
Carolina legislation, that they modestly assumed Federal powers, and
spent sixty-eight thousand dollars of the people's money in the ridicu-

lous eftbrt to declare who should represent the third divstrict of South
Carolina in Congress. Crews ran his arms, elbow-deep, into the funds
appropriated to defray the expenses of this committee. Among other
things, he was convicted by another committee appointed to investigate
his own frauds, as chairman, of making a false voucher for the sum of

$7,500, i^urportiing to be a fee paid by Crews to a lawyer of the name
o'' Dun'jar, for professional services rendered the committee, and who
swore he never received $1 in that behalf. The facts were reported to
the legislature, who, to show some semblance of honesty, passed a res-

olution, or moved in that direction, instructing the attorney general of
the State to prosecute Crews for this robbery. Crews knew tbe ropes,

and bid them defiance, and made the threat that if they indicted him
the legislature would have to vote a new appropriation for the enlarge-
ment of the i)enitentiary ; for, if they dared to proceed against him, he
would have half the members along with him ! The whole thing quietly
dropped, and nothing further was ever heard of the prosecution against
Crews. Such was the man who was Scott's vicegerent in Laurens
County—and hence the riot.

The riot at Chester was another offspring of the armed militia. The
people of South Carolina might well say, so far as the troubles of 1^70
are concern.ed, that this standing army of armed negro janizaries^ as
a superadded curse to the reconstructive policy of Congress,

"Brought death iuto the 'State' aud all our Avoes."

There is no reason, 6ven from the assumed republican stand-point,
why Chester should have been made a target for negro insolence and
outrage. There had always been a stronger Union sentiment in that
county than in any other county in the State. Even as late as ISOO a
large majority of the white people of that county were opjioscd to seces-
sion. But the negroes, since their emancipation and enfranchisement,
like their white republican leaders, neither cared for or understood this

fact. They were determined to rule, and have ruled, the county Vsith

an iron hand, since the adoption of the new constitution. The^' have
a very large majority in the county

;
the last census returns give G,17o

whit^i and 12,512 black population.. Now, it will be obvious to every
thinking mind that this great overplus of population in favor of one
side is a very significant fact upon a disputed question as to wliich
side of two hostile races would naturally be the aggressor. The ques-
tion would be still more pertinent and suggestive if the more numerous
faction were armed and the other was not, and they had the sympathy
and support of both the State and the Federal Government, as to which
would be most likely to commence a trial of strength with each other.
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With this proposition as a guide to onr inquiries, let us look into the

facts of this Cliester riot, wliose importance, lilce the riots at Laurens
and Union Court-House, as well as those at Meridian and Eutaw, in

Ahibama, has been very much exaggerated l:)y interested politicians and
partisan correspondents. It took place in the first week of March, 1871.

It will be quite proper, and in place, to show the general condition ot

things at Chester, and the feeling and bearing of the negroes toward
the white people prior to the occurrence of the main riot in March last.

Dr. Alexander P. Wylie, a resident of Chester Court-House, and who
had taken great pains to post himself as to the affairs of his county, is

the i)rincipal and most reliable witness in regard to the Chester riot.

It is a great misfortune that the reporters cannot })hotograph the per-

sons and manner, as well as they can stenograph the language, of wit-

nesses. It would be a great aid to the tribunals, whether judicial or

political, who have to decide mooted questions upon written testimony.
The testimony of southern negroes would greatly lose by such a process.

The very appearance and manner of Dr. Wylie gave assurance of truth-

fulness and integrity; of great simplicity of character, but uncommonly
well informed and intelligent. He was no party man; when he voted
at all he voted for men on both tickets ; had voted for Wallace, the
now-seated radical member of Congress from that district ; was a Union
man all his life; opposed secession in 1852, and wrote for the public
l)ress against it ; was against the war ; and maintained his Union senti-

ments during the war. The following is an extract from his testimony

:

By Mr. Van TRU^rp

:

Question. As a practicing physician and citizen interestetl in the conclition of tho
country, are you well acquainted with the state of atiairs for i}ie last two years in
Chester County ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; I am.
Qncation. Please give us the history, as brief as possible, of whatever disturbances

have occun'ed in Chester within two or three years.
Answer. I will endeavor to do so. You mean since the surrender ?

Question. Since 18G8—iiieluding 1H6S.
Answer. Well, just at the close of the war
Question. We do not care about that.

_
Ansirer, They got down tolerably quiet, and ever since—I am thiuhing of ISGS—ever

since the negroes got to voting they have been very domineering over men.
Question. The negroes havef
Ansiver. Yes, sir; and particularly since they got these arms their conduct has been

utterly unbearable, and at the public meetings they liave had,' and particularly the last
year en- so, they have grown worse and worse. They would take occasion, since they
got these arms, in all their celebrations, to come to Chester; march through the streets
in the most imposing manner, with one or two white fellows at their head. I can give
you details of some of the meetings if you desire them.

Question. That is what we want, if anything occiured.
Answer. Tliislast congressional canv.iss I will commence with. There was aman named

Stokes, rather a crack-l)rained fellow, a lawyer, who seemed erratic in speaking, but
inofleusive. lie undertook to speak in Chester one night. The negroes congregated
iu large masses, insulted him, and hooted at liim. I recollect various expressions to
the wiiite jieople, as that, " Wo have got you down, and wo are going to keep you there."
lie said notbiijg olicnsive. There were very few white people tliere. I am satisfied
their eifort was to provoke a collision. They were congregated where he spoke from
tho court-lioiise. platform. They were sitting around and singing .John BroAvn. That
was about the c.niclusion, after interrui)ting and not letting him' speak. IVrsons per-
suaded liim not to .speak. Finally, when Ik'' went to tlie tavern, he was followed by a
large crowd singinj^r .Joliu Brown and hooting. In canvassing for the election of mem-
bers of Congress last HUMuner, there was what was called a reform ticket. I had nothing
to do wall It, and did not attend the nux'tings. I had been somewhat isolated of late,
not in i)ersonal friendship, but in political matters. I never api»rove<l of the course of
this State. J w.'isii meiuher of the convent ion under Johnson's call, and favored giving
the negiois all civil lights. I voted with only three men, one a northern man, and
another, .Judge Cross, of Chaileston, to give all civil rights to negroes, not mentioning
color, and iiroposed that wc should present some qualifications in regard to education
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and property. I am satisfied that a large proportion of the older men were in favor of
that i)roposition, but thej^ looked to their constituents and hesitated. They expressed
themselves so—Judge Dorking and others, leading men, but they had not discussed the
matter -with the people, and were afraid. One evening I recollect that Judge Frost
made a long speech.

By the Chairman:
Quesfion. Was this in 1868?
Anstver, Yes, sir; I am running back a little.

By Mr. Van Tkltmp :

Question. We want to get, as soon as possible, to the disturbances at Chester.
Ansivcr. Well, a reform party had a meeting. I think the feeling of the great mass of

peoY)le was that they cared nothing for politics. They wanted self-preservation. They
would have taken any part to save themselves. They had a called meeting of the
reform party, and this fellow Wimbush, a yellow fellow, a senator, got up and inter-
rupted the meeting. They said that was not the i)lace for him to speak. They put
him off by saying, " We will meet you Avhen the regular meeting is held to speak on
the canvass." I do not remember whether he made that proposition first or whether
the reform party did ; anyhow, the agreement was made that the rex^ublicans should
meet the reform party to speak.

Question. Who were the speakers for the reform party that day ?

Ansicer. I will tell you in a moment. They entered into a written contract how they
should speak ; that there should be no interruption of any speaker of either party without
his consent. They signed the contract and had a meeting. There was Jvulge Carpen-
ter and this General Butler; they came. There wasTomlinsou and Chamberlain came
from Columbia. The negroes on, that occasion—I did not see this myself, but I was
informed by a republican, and he is here too—after they mtnle this agreement they had
stones all [jiled under their benches ready for an assault. I took occasion to get the
old colored men, citizens, close to the meeting, although I had taken no part in the
meeting before, to let them hear the si>eaking. When Chamberlain got through. Car-
penter got up, aud then I saw that Yocum—lie is some adventurer from Canada—and
this man AVimbush went to whispering to each other, and interrux)ting Carpenter, and
then all the negroes jumped up like tigers, hallooing and fussing, evidently designing
to break uj) the meeting. I passed into the meeting. I had attended Wimbush, and
knew him as my patient. I laid my hand on his shoulder, and I said, " For God's sake,
stop this. You can influence them ;" for they are great creatures to follow their lead-
ers. I said, " For God's sake, make these men sit down and have no disturbance, and
the other party will listen to your man." Two big negroes struck at me instantly with
clubs. I was right among a great set of negroes. I dodged out. They commenced
throwing stones ; one big one fell right by me. They hit one young fellow on the
bead, right by Carpenter, and cut his head. We did not know but he was killed. He
was carried off. Just at that time a little boy, a stranger named Bullock, started to
run off, scared. Some one hallooed out, "There goes the fellow that slapped Wimbush."
There was a large crowd ; they looked to me like two or three hundred men, aud they
all pursued this young fellow, two or three hundred of them, round to Mrs. Browley's,
a very respectable woman. There they cursed her that he was hid in the house—he
run off. They met Dr. Jordan, a respectable man, and cursed him. One fellow drew
a j)istol on him, and some fellow hallooed, " That is the fellow that struck Wimbush."
The first thing he saw this negro had a pistol out. He just said, " If you attempt to
shoot, I will shoot," aud the fellow put ui) his i^istol, and he put his up ; and then the
first thing was Dr. Jordan got a blow on the top of his head. The crowd got around
him, and some negro who had been his patient went up and interfered, and I think
that that act of that negro interfering saved Dr. Jordan. The nieetiug was broken up.
A woman came running with a great stone and threw it just past his head; so he told
me. They said they chased the rebels all off the ground. There was great exultation
among them. The whites had no arms ; some had arms, but nothing was done, aud
the thing was bi'okeu up.

Question. I understand that this was a regularly arranged joint meeting, settled by a
written coiitract ?

Answei: Yes, sir ; and they pushed themselves to get leave to speak. •

By the Ch.urman :

Question. Who had jivished themselves ?

Answer. Wimbush and the radical party pushed themselves in to get leave to speak,
and made a written contract that no one should be interrupted without his consent.
All went on well until Carpenter was to speak, and then the general threat of the ne-
groes had been that he should*not speak.

By Mr. Van Tkump :

Question. Did that break up the meeting ?

30 KK
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Ansuei: Yes, sir : there was an old fellow there from Charleston, and they chased

him to the car.

Question. Was that an old negro with General Butler ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was he a democrat?
Answer. Yes, sir. Then the party had a meeting shortly after that, and Wimbush

came aud proposed to General Walker and Mr. Bryce that they should speak.

Question. Were Bryce and Walker white men ?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. Were they democrats ?

Answer. They were reformers. Wimbush came to them, and proposed for the re-

formers to meet them, and speak at a meeting two or three weeks ahead.

Question. How long was that after the meeting at which Judge Carpenter was pre-

vented from speaking ?

Answer. Two or three weeks, I think.

Question. Go on.

Anstver. Walker and Bryce concluded to back out, as it would certainly lead to a col-

lision, for they had been so near to it before. When the day came for them to speak,

the si^eakers came up from Columbia—some negroes and some white. The negroes
came riding from every part of the district with guns—all these militia-men with guns
and muskets, and some not militia-men with guns, and they collected there at the

stand. The reformers did not come. Very few white people went nigh. Some reform
candidate negroes went there. They whipped and run them off the ground, and swore
that no damned reform nigger should speak. Tliey tore the clothes oft' of one fellow

and chased him off the ground. There was another meeting over at Sanders's. I was
not at that.

Question. What is your information about it spcciitlly ?

Answer. The same course was followed there. This Cai^tain Jim Wilkes was there.

He marched dov.-n, with guns loaded, in military order, and his black men. They went
up as if to camp, and stacked their arms just behind them. They came very near a
collision on that day ; so they said. Some of the whites, they said, were there, but no
organized bauds. Some came and had guns. Some of the negroes shot off guns right

in the crowd. They pretended it was itccidental. I speak of that to show that the
guns were loatled. An old senator from our district, McAllilly, an old man of seventy
years, a lawyer, got up to speak. Jle has always been considered a conservative. He
did get a little warm during the war, but he was the only man in the State who voted
against calling a convention at the time. The legislature of 1860 called a convention.

By the Chairim.vn :

Question. Which convention?
Ansicer. The convention which seceded. He was opposed to secession. He took the

stump in 1860. Well, I do not remember in detail, but there was a great deal that was
ofieusive said and very hard to be heard, and the speakers of the radical party said

everything they could to array the negroes against the whites on that occasion. This
Captain Jim Wilkes, when McAllilly got up to speak, ordered his men to march off',

and would not listen to him at all. There was no further meeting together. They
thought it too dangerous. One meeting I forgot to mention—on the day of the meet-
ing at Chester, at which the radicals spoke, but the whites did not meet them. They
marched witlj life and drimi through the streets in military order; took the negro
speakers down to Wimbush's, and the next morning marched down through the
streets and brought them back. I was standing noticing.

By Mr. Van Tjjump :

Question. Did they stay over night at Chester :

Ansvier. Yes, sir. They all ha<l their arms from every part of the district. I noticed
one big f<'ilow waving his nnisket at the white people, and hallooing, " Here's your
regulators." Well, I must say, now, that I do think if it had not been for the cou-
Ht,-vvativ<! element, the older men, who exerted their intluence to k(;ei) the peace, I

doubt wliither there is a district in the State or a county in the State where there
would }\(>t have been a collision.

Question. YoU mean any otlier district ?

Answer. Yes, hir. It is not wortli while for me to say much about the election. Of
course it was i)r(!tty nnich a faree^ust boys and all

Question. What is the proi)ortiou of the white and black population in your county
of Cli<;ster ?

Answer. Near about two to one. They have it now two to one of voters.
Question. Wliat other disturbances have occurred in ^he county within three years,

including any disturlianiu; Ity disguised men ? Give us a history of them.
Answer. There were in the lower part of the district a great many negroes where

wa.s one of these compaiues—some negro men arrested for stealing cotton. One of
these companies mustered u^), they said, about seveuty-hve men. They arrested somo
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of tliese prisoners—some three of them—that were notorious at stealing cotton, and
they took them from the sheriff.

Question. Do yon mean that the negroes rescued them ?

Anstver. Yes, sir ; and they have never been arrested since. They made two or three
efforts. The sheriff himself did not go down. I think he was rather timid of a colli-

sion.

Question. What was the first within the last three years in your county—the first act
of violence on one side or the other?

Ansiver. I cannot bring it to mind just in order.

Question. Go on, then, in your own way, and give us, as briefly as you can, the condi-
tion of the county within the last three years.

Anstver. There has been a great deal of burning done in Chester district.

Question. What was it ?

Ansiucr. I think there has been more burning done since the war than ever before
since the first settlement of the country.

Question. What sort of burnings ?

Ansu-er. Machines and machine-houses.
Question. Is there any knowledge as to who did it ?

Ansivei: They always ajjpeared to be satisfied with regard to these machine and pro-
vision houses.

By the Chairman :

Question. When you say " they," who do you mean by " they ?"

Ansiccr. The people, generally, seem to be satisfied that the negroes did it.

Question. The black and white people ?

Answer. The blacks, you know, would not say much about it.

Question. I wanted to know what you meant by people ?

Ansiver. Well, white people ; but I know intelligent negroes who say so. I could
give you instances. I have a plantation with negroes entirely. I have been disposed
to encourage them. I have land that I work entirely by negroes. You sometimes, get
a very intelligent negro to work land. Along last summer, when so much cotton was
burned, I said to my man, "George, remove that cotton from under the screw; it

might be burned." George laughed, and said, "No danger of burning your cotton. You
treat the colored people with justice. It is only when they don't get justice that they
burn it."" They admit that they burn it.

Question. What is your belief, from all the facts, as to who are the authors of all
these burnings ?

Answei: I am satisfied that in the country they are done by these negroes.
Question. Has that been pretty extensive, or otherwise?
Ansiver. It has not been very extensive. In a locality five miles east of Chester, there

has been no distubauce or burning. There was Johnson had his wheat-house and
stables and gin-house burned; in a quarter of a mile of him Crane had his store
burned ; and in a quarter of a mile, Mrs. Hinston had her machine burned and her
wheat ; about two or three miles above that, Mrs. RAiney had her machine and cotton
burned; not far above that, Major Eaves, who is an inoffensive fellow, and treated the
negroes Avell, had his burned. It was supposed they stole.the cotton, and burned it to
cover their stealing. That is all in one little section. There have been various burn-
ings. There was never any pretense that any negro was whij)ped or abused in that
quarter that I heard of

The examination of Dr. Wylie was had at Yorkville ; General Butler
was examined at Columbia. We give an extract from the general's
testimony in relation to the state of feeling among the negroes at Ches-
ter prior to the riot, and it refers to the same joint meeting spoken of
by Dr. Wylie. The two statemAits entirely ag-ree with each other,
except, as from his situation, the Doctor could be more particular and
circumstantial.

By Mr. V.vN Trump :

Question. Were you a candidate on the State ticket last year?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. For what position ?

Answer. Lieutenant governor.
Question. Did you make a canvass of the State?
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; thorough.
Question. All over the State ?

Ansiver. I went to every county except two or three.
Question. Will you give us your experience in the prosecution of that canvass, so far
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as it shows the conditiou of tlie country, whether it was quiet or otherwise ; and if un-

quiet, why and wherein ?

Ausiccrl Well, sir, as you are aware, I was a candidate on what was known as the

reform ticket in South Carolina, recognizing the fourteenth and liftcenth auiendmeuts
of the Constitution as established facts, and under them guaranteeing to all the citizens

of the country the rights of citizenshij). Upon that platform we went before the coun-

try, and, as I'said, I went into every county in the State. I think in the course of the

surumer, I must have addressed— I cannot say how many of both colored people and
whites, beginning at Edgefield and going into every county except Marlborough,
Chesterfield, Horry, and Georgetown. I do not think I went through those counties.

Qiiestioit. Who were joined with yon as coadjutors?

Ansicer. In many instances both parties were rei^resented.

Question. You had joint discussions?

Ajiswer. Yes, sir, in many instances. In a majority of cases, however, they were only

those representing my party—Judge Carpenter and General Kershaw and two or three

colored men, among others, Eugeuius Byrd, from Charleston.
Question. What were his politics?

Aiisxcer. The same as mine.
Question. What gentleman of the other party attended those joint meetings ?

Ansivei: I remember Mr. Chamberlain, Mr. Tomlinson ; and a colored man named
Purvis, met us in Chester, when that row took place ; and then General Worthington
And Mr. Cardozo, the secretary of state, and Lieutenant Governor Eansier met us in

joint discussion by arrangement.

By Mr. Stevensox :

Question. Is he a colored man ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; on the ticket with Governor Scott. I do not know what you desire

me to specify.

By Mr. Van Tkujip :

Question. I want you to specify the temper and manner in which that canvass was
conducted ; and if there were any disturbances, where or how they arose. Give us a
detailed statement.

Ansicer. I can say this in a general way : at almost every public meeting I attended
in South Carolina there was quite a large number of white and colored people, and, in

a large majority of cases, they were attended by the militia of Governor Scott—the
colored militia.

Question. In arms ?

Answer. Yes, sir. They would almost invariably march up to the stand and stack
their arms. In Chester, I remember distincily, they did not bring their arms. There
was a joint discussion and an understanding between the committees of both parties

as to the manner of conducting it. I have forgotten who opened it. I replied to Mr.,
Chamberlain. Two of their speakers spoke and Judge Carpenter and I followed. Mr.
Chamberlain spoke an hour and I followed him an hour. After Mr. Chamberlain, Gov-
ernor Scott arose, and other speakers, and were listened to with perfect respect and
quiet by the audience. When Judge Carpenter arose the senator from Chester, named
Wimbush, a colored man, and the present representative, Yocom—who had inter-

rupted me, but I had silenced him pretty quickly—when Judge Carpenter began he
was making some charges of corruption against the State government, and especially
with reference to the actions of senators r(!ceiving bribes for passing the sinking-fund
bill. He stated that they received $600 a piece. Wimbush got in the rear of the
negroes and interrupted Judge Carpenter very violently. The judge lost his temper

—

which I did not do—and returned some very violent reply to him ; and with that the
whole crowd of negroes rose up, and the white people at the same time, and for about
three minutes I did not tliink I ever saw a riot more imminent in my life. I i:p])ealed

to liini to allow nie to sjicak t(j the people i did so, and begged them not to take any
action . About that lime a rock was thrown from the crowd of negroes into tlu* crowd
of white men and struck a Avhitc man on the head, and he fell. Purvis and Ciiamber-
laiii behaved very handsomely. Purvis ai)pealed to them to desist, and went into the
crowd and took the negroes oil' to the grove. Mr. Chamberlain .also appealed to them.
H(! said it was a disgrace; lliat they had been listened to, and it was due to us that
we Khould 1)0 listened to. I'urvis came up to the stand and said to me, " General, I
tbink wo can go down and quiet these peojile." I went down among the negroes.
'J'liey were very nuuh excited. They were pulling and hauling about, and I could not
stand that, and went oil'. Purvis got up and harangued them, and I got upon the
stand and saw them coming back, and I said to some one, "Go and stop those people,
or there will certainly be a row; the white ])eopl(.' will not stand it longer." Purvis
went out and stopjied them. I think the wlio](> thing, from all I could see in the crowd,
wiuj preconcerted ; that they had determined not to allow me to speak. These men,
Yocom and W^iuibush, I saw about among them ; and I am perfectly satisfied that it
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was a regular understanding among them that I Tras not to be allowed to speak. I

think the whole thing was occasioned by the bad conduct of Wimbush. We went from
there to the western part of the county. The young men down there had heard that
they did not intend

By the Chairmak :

Question, Before you jiass from that, will you state did that actually culminate in a
riot?

Ansiver. No, sir, that -was the end of it. The only riolence was the throwing of a
rock, w'hich struck a white man on the head. The indignation, of course, was great,

but Judge Carf)enter left off.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Without speaking ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; he si^oke about five minutes. I think—although it is egotistical

—

that it was entirely my influence and my appeal to those parties that j)revented a riot.

We went from there to the western part of the county, to a place called after some
church—I have forgotten the name—and there a young man, who had formerly belonged
to my command, had heard that they did not intend to let me speak, or that Wimbush
would be there with the militia. I had no apprehension, but after awhile up came a
company of colored militia.

Question. Armed ?

Answer. Yes, sir, with bayonets fixed.

Question. Was that a democratic meeting, or a joint meeting?
Ansica: It was not a joint meeting. They came up armed, and stacked arms and

came aronnd. No disturbance took place. A good many of these young men were
there. I told them I did not desire any action taken ; that I had no fears of not being
allowed to speak ; and I spoke. We went from there to Lyle's Ferry, in the eastern

part of the county.
Question. Was Wimbush at this church meeting ?

Answer. No, sir. •

Question. Who had control of this armed militia ?

Answer. 1 don't remember the captain's name.
Question. Was it the regular officer of the company ?

Answer. Yes, sir. We went from there to Lancaster, and there the militia came again,

and another difficulty was imminent ; and that was pretty generally the case in all

l^arts of the State.

It is well enough to state liere that the so-called Chester riot was not
confined to the town of Chester. After the negroes belonging to a mili-

tia comj)any in the country had left the town in the manner as hereto-

fore detailed by Dr. "Wylie, another disturbance arose between them
and a company oi^ white men, numbering twenty or twenty-five, armed
as citizens, from Union Court-House, on their way to raise the siege of

Chester. They had volunteered their services to assist the people of

Chester to defend their town against the threatened attack of the ne-

groes, who had regularly camped down outside of the town. These two
parties of white and black men came in collision some ten or twelve

miles east of Chester, in the direction of Union Court-House. But
first, as to the troubles at the town of Chester.

In running over the narrative care must be taken to distinguish be-

tween two actors in the drama. Captain John Wilkes, a white man, and
Captain Jim Wilkes, a negro, the commander of the militia. Dr. Wylie,

after giving an account of the whipping of a negro in the country by
the name of Holley, a bad fellow who had a gun, proceeds as follows :

A short time after that, two or three nights after the whipping of Abner Holly, there

were three young men—I forgot their names now, except one named Darby—in com-
mon clothes, on a moonlight night, who had been on a visit, were returning, and a
number of negroes lying in the earner of the fence, fired on them, a few feet from them.
They shot Darby in the hip. I do not know whether he will ever recover. They rid-

dled his saddle all to pieces, and cut the clothes of some of the other men. Then fol-

lowed some violence. This is the negroes' tale. They say that then there were some
fellows, Ivu-Klux, came from up in that northeast corner down there, and got to hunt-
ing up this fellow Wilkes. I should have mentioned one thing : Darby went on ftfr a
physician, and they stopped him, and interrupted him, and threatened him. The next
night some fellows came from above, supposed to be Ku-Klux, hunting Jim Wilkes.
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The negroes supposed they were Kii-Khix. They shot about some. The report was
they had killed a horse of a fellow named Wick Smith, said to be a Ku-Klux. It was a
night or two after the shooting of Darby that these fellows came down hunting Jim
Wilkes, and the negroes and the whites had some shooting, but nobody was killed.

It was said Wick Smith's horse was killed, and he is said b\' the negroes to be a Ku-Klus.
Wick Smith is a white man, supposed to be a Ku-Klux. There was some .shooting
about that night. This, I think, was about Friday night. The following night Jim
Wilkes collected up his comi^auy, and sent out runners to all parts of the country for
the negroes to come in and the fight to commence. That was the warning. I know
very responsible men that was sent to to come in, and that the fight was to commence,
and to bring their guns. It was on Monday that they came down to Chester, l)ut the
night before that the negi'oes turned to Ku-Kluxing, and went to old Mrs. Atkinson,
an old lady. Some ten or twelve negroes went to her house Ku-Kluxing.

By Mr. V^vn Trump :

Question. Disguised ?

Ansioer. I think so
;
partially disguised, but she could see they were negroes. She

saw some of them. That old lady and her daughter were living there and a young
fellow. They were hunting him and hunting guns. They told her they were Ku-Klus,
aud they went out and whipped a log tremendously, and pretended they were Ku-
Klux whipping a negro, but they were satisfied nobody was whipped. She said they
were negroes, and she is a respectable woman.

By the Chairman :

Question. What is her name ?

Ansuier. Atkinson—an old lady. This, I think, was Saturday or Sunday night they
went to Mrs. Atkinson's. The next day, Monday, they came on down to Chester, warn-
ing the negroes to come ; that the fight was to commence ; sending runners to various
quarters. On Monday morning I went up ; it was the first I heard of it. They were
then encamped in the borders of the towji, within the corporation, a few hundred yards
from the court-house, picketing the roads, preventing the people from goiug in and out
in that direction.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. How many were there at that time?
Answer. Something like a hundred, I think.
Question. Fully armed ?

Ansxver. All armed with muskets.
Question. Proceed.
Ansicer. It created a great excitement. The negroes were running T)ackward aud

forward. There is a negro company there at Chester Village, of about one hundred,
conmianded by a mulatto, John Lee. The lawyers counseled about, and the sheriff
Avent out—he is a very quiet man—and advised them and urged them to disperse.
He asked them what they came for. The captain would tell him, " We came for pro-
tection." That was Wilkes told him they come for protection, but the other negroes
around would tell a different tale entirely- I remember that Dr. Heath said they
talked quite differently to him—violently, with threats, and so on. That is the way
they talked to outsiders; it created great excitement. There were negro women there,
I know two ; one of them has been treated most kiudly throughout lier life by an old
aunt of mine; she raised the cry, "Now is the time to "burn," and a night or two after
that the fire was set. She cried out, " Now is the time to burn." A number did that

;

I lecollect one girl there who had been treated just as a white person, a bright mulatto,
aud still living with her old owner to this day. No ])erson suspected such a feeling in
her. And she said what she would delight in would bo to be in hell, to have a churn-
paddle and cliunr the Avhites to all eternity.

By the Chairman :

Question. Did you hear her say that?
Answer. No, sir; but my people did; my folks did. A fellow named Johnson, a

Frenchman, a soldier who married a negro there, and she said, I did not hear this, but
I have no <loultt of it; I heard of it, that it was time to commence burning. I think
this feeling was going on. We -have lawyers down there, and the lawyers advised the
people to kcej) within the law, and endeavored to get tlieni to disperse. They
suggested this, but it was not carried out: if llnsy would not disperse to get out a posse
and arrest the leadw-s, l.ut they were satisfied that that would bring on a collision,
and It was not done. They went out several times during the day, but staid there,
camped, and with a lire, and tlie negroes ran out and carried them '])J'ovisions daring
the day. Wo lound out they were after ammunition. They were out of ammunition.
That leaked out. Some began to get afraid, because there was so many threats about
burnuig the town. For mouths that had been settled. We began to think wc had
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Letter take precaution, and send ont after armed men to come in and protect the
place, but the intendant of the town and the sheriff weui ont, and this fellow named
Eeister—lie was an office-bolder and Ijelonged to the League, and an extreme man—

a

very bad man, I have no doubt, from bis speeches and what I have heard of liis advice
to the negroes. He went out "with them, and made a speech to them to disperse, but
it Tvas found out afterward that he had issued his orders secretly to the negroes to
hold on. So the negroes all say. They piomised to do so just at night. So no peoiilo
came from the country armed at all. We were there, just a few men in town. Some
of us were satisfied they were not going to disperse, but the majority thought
they would. The report went to the country that they were all gone home. Some
of us weut out to hunt where they had gone, aud rode up the road and saw
nothing of them, but found they were lying on their arms in the woods about a
mile from town, on a densely wooded creek. From all we could hear, we saw a proba-
bility of a collision that night. So the intendant—I think it was him—telegraphed to
Winnsborough and Eock Hills—there was no time to send to the country—for some
men to come down armed to assist the town. There happened to be a fire at Winns-
borough, I think, that night, and only about ten or twelve came from Winnsborough
and probably the same from Eock Hill. We staid up all night guarding the town.
After night, some time, the negroes marched uj) there iu Chestertown, and formed on
the square ; the town company did this. The captain came to the intendant of the
town, and there apjDeared to be some misunderstanding, aud asking if he needed assist-

ance, or something like that. He said he understood there was a misunderstanding
between them ; that he wished to come out and protect the town. The intendant said
no, he didn't want their services. He ajipeared reluctant to break up. The intendant
went down and made some speech to them ; I do not know what he said to them, but
he advised them, I think, to go home. He said he did; but they did not disperse at
once. They staid some time, and then marched oft" iu squads ; aud we could see them
going on over to the depot, which was some four hundred yards from the hill. The
village is on a high hill. Well, I remained uj) there, about the only i^erson that staid
up. I was very much afraid some drunken young fellow might imprudeutly start a
fight, as the militia was in the street. I remaiucd up there all night. These Eock
Hill fellows came on down. They were in at suj^per, most of them, at the hotel at
Nicholson's. One of these fellows was out on the depot platform, aud fell in with a
negro. I know the negro well—a very cowardly deceiving fellow—he had worked for
me a year, aud he was a thieving fellow. He was standing on the platform with a
number of other negroes with guns ; he belonged to this company. As I have said,
they had moved off in squads to the depot ; they did not break up. One of these Eock
Hill fellows (I think they said he was drunk) asked him, "Let me see your gun," or
" Is it loaded?" and the fellow commenced backing and backing, and he caught hold
of his gun ; the fellow was cowardly, and commenced backing, (I got this tale from
most resxionsible men—Dr. Jordan and others ;) the gun went oft'; I do not think he
designed to shoot, but was frightened. Then general firing commenced ; all the com-
pany commenced firing ; they fired into Nicholson's house ; balls rained on the hotel

;

there was no jierson shot, but there was a terrible turmoil and shooting ; no person
was shot except Fate, the negro who fired the gun ; he got a pistol-ball in his leg ; this
fellow from Eock Hill fired his pistol and hit him in the leg ; there was nobody else
hurt, although there was gxeat shooting. That all quieted down, and these fellows
from Eock Hill came u^) on the hill to the village, and remained there during the
night until morning, with the town guard, guarding the town ; but these negroes, the
Chester company, remained embodied iu the old field, ready for a fight

;
(so we under-

stood ; I do not kuow this jiositively, but I understood that they staid there for some
time;) they came up, and we had no idea of fighting at all, because there was
noue of us there scarcely ; it was after night, and we determined to go by law ; that
waS the conclusion of the sheriff" and the rest—to do nothing but protect the town.
In the night we knew nothing of this. We knew this company of Jim Wilkes's was
lying in the woods, but we did net know that they had moved from their position.

We found that they were iu the woods about a mile from town, lying in ambush. We
did not know that they had moved imtil about midnight. About midnight the guard
captured three fellows of Jim Wilkes's company. They brought them up on the hill

were the guard was. I was there myself. Some fellows talked about kicking th.eni

or whipping them, but I told them not to hurt them, aud let them go home, but
they questioned them to know the meaning of all this. They lived above Carmel
Hill, in the neighborhot)d of this Captain Wilkes. They said they came under orders

from Cajjtaiu Jim Wilkes. W^e asked what they came fbr. Wo did not attempt to in-

timidate tliem. We told them we did not want to hurt them. They came, they said,

for ammunition and reinforcements ; that they were told the fight had commenced.
We remained on guard there all night, but let these fellows go home. Next morning
some young fellows of the guard broke oft' from the maiu body after daylight aud went
on to the depot ; some of them were drinking ; we tried to prevent them—to get them
to wait tuitil the sheriff came, and endeavored to get this matter settled. We learned
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at that time tLat Jim Wilkes's company were all at the turn-table, a large place, and
Rcister's yard, -which Avas barricaded. They slipped around the turn-table. They lay

in the Methodist church, about midnight ; they left their ambuscade and lay in the

Methodist church, and then slijiped down and joined the Chester company down at the

depot, and were there in Rcister's yard and in this turn-table pit. \Ve learned that in

the night. There were very few of us on guard. There were only about twenty-five

or thirty, including the Rock Hill and Wiunsborough companies, on guard that night.

I remember only one man from the countrj^ ; his name was Walker. The reason for

telegraphing was the fact of nobody being there, and we have not many young men in

Chester. When they started off I was there ; I begged them not to go, but let the sheriff

jiroceed locally. They started for the depot—these j'oimg fellows. I expected a col-

lision. We sent for the sheriff', and he got out his men, and then we started on to the
depot—the great body of the crowd did. As wc were going to the depot, we met run-

ners, saying thej^ were drawn up to fight, probably a hundred negroes, and eight or ten
whites confronting them. The word was given iuuuediately to expect every moment
the firing to commence ; to arouse the people to come armed. After a little Mr. Braw-
ley, the solicitor, who was liere yesterday, came down ; there was great excitement; he
said he would go on and stay to see Reister, the colonel of the black regiment in that
district. Tliey feared bloodshed might commence, and there would be no telling where
it would end. He went ahead, and the company, not over twenty-five or thirty, all

congregated together, marched over and formed at the depot. The negroes were about
two hundred and fifty yards above, at the turn-table and around Rcister's yard, with a
high thick fJence barricaded to protect them from balls. Then the sheriff" and the soli-

citor and some other gentlemen went on up to sec if they could get the matter c[uieted,

and get them to go home. General Walker came to me and says, "As you have been
intimate with Reister, and have attended his family in sickness, you nmy have influ-

ence with him." I told him I would go up. I went up to see Reister, but by the time
I got there they had negotiated a kind of truce. They agreed, or Reister agreed, that
they should march out of town and disband. I did not believe thej' were going to do
it; I was satisfied of that. I did not believe that Reister wanted a fight; he merely
wanted to keep them there until he could leave the town ; he Avas afraid of being killed.

I did not believe him. I believed they would stay as they did before. I asked him
when they would disbaud. He said, "Two, three, four, or five hours." He was indefi-

nite. Sill, the sheriff", came down and dismissed his posse, and told them the matter
was all settled, that they had agreed to disperse and go home. Wc all obeyed and
went home. There was a colonel from Rock Hill there—I forget his name—a promi-
nent man ; he had been one of the negotiators; he rodo out with them.

Quc&iiov. A white man from Rock Hill?
Avswe): Yes, sir. He rode along up with this company that went in order out of the

town, they pledging that they would disperse and go home. Reister Avent off" that day.
That morning he went with these Wiunsborough fellows.

Qtiesiioii. Is that the last you know of Reister?
Jnswcr. No, sir ; he came back. He went on with the company to Wiunsborough.

He spoke to those gentlemen, and said, "I reckon there is no danger in going with you."
They said " No," and he went down with them and went on to Columbia. It all went
off" then until cveuing. I heard they were seen marching four or five miles above Ches-
ter going still embodied, but we did not know that positively until near night, and no
word was sent to the country, so that people some two or three miles from this
in the country did not know anything of this until the fighting commenced. This
was the day l)i'fore the fight.

(/i/c.s/(o/(.' What fight ?

Jii-^wa: Jim Wilkes's fight.

Que-iiion. Where?
Aimnr. Out in the country. The day this peace was negotiated Jim Wilkes marched

off from fh<! vilhige. He did not disi)erse his men, as he promised, but kept them em-
bodied, and went on some five or six miles from Chester, and camped that night. We
did not know it positively until evening. We leiuned then that they hail done it.

Wo sent runners out, but it was too late. No Avord was sent to the country except by
one man named Hardin, so that the intelligence did not get all around tlie neighbor-
hood geneially tiiat tliese fellows Avero there. A good many did not know until the
firing commenced next n)ornu)g. But the day Wilkes inarched his comi)any up, or
probably tlie day befon;, the; word went to Union, and some felloAvs from Union came
on over. 'I'licy Ml in willi a few citizens of Chester on the road.

Qucstivit. You mean Chester County?
Answer. Yes, sir, Chestt'r County ; on tlio road coming down, meeting Jim Wilkes.

They camped the night before the fight. That is the same night that Wilkes camped

;

they camiied six or eight miles al)ove tliat.

Question. Tliat is, tlie Union men did ?

Annwvr. Yes, sir, AVilh a few of these Chester Countv fellows that they fell in Avith
on the road ; but that evening that they came, Avhich was the night before the fight,
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Captain John Wilkes, a most respectable man, and a large o%Yner—one of the wealth-
iest laud-owners in the district, having about five thotisaud acres

Quesilon. A white man of the same name as this negro captain ?

An.swer, Yes, sir, but John ; the negro is Jim. He is a very kind, humane man. He
employs sixty or seventy negroes. He came with Dr. McOallum the same evening
they left Chester, John Willies did, and went on down to the camp of the negroes
that evening, the evening before the light, the evening of the day they left Chester.
He had a talk with Jim Wilkes ; he knew him Avell. He persuaded him to disperse.
He pledged himself that they would not be interrupted if they would go home to re-

main. Some of John Wilkes's men hearing him advising them to disperse, proposed
to go home. This fellow Jim Wilkes, the captain of the negroes, leveled a musket
upon some of them and told them that the first man that moved he would blow his
brains out. Then some of the negroes ofJohn Wilkes's

Question. Then some of the negroes who worked for John Wilkes were in the band of
this negro Jim Wilkes ?

Answer. Yes, sir; and they wanted to go home. He is a very kind, humane man.
He persuaded them to go home, and he would guard them ; but Captain Jim Wilkes
said he knew his business, and gave no satisfaction. Then John Wilkes went on and
met the people coming from Union and some other people from that corner of Chester
County. He saw them up at the camp, and came on down in the morning with that
company (Wilkes's) and some ten or twelve men. I have taken a great deal of trouble
to ascertain the facts about this case. There are a great many conflicting reports
abroad. I have seen Wilkes and talked with him. Wilkes and some ten or twelve
men went ahead, and got another interview with Jim Wilkes, and tried to stop a col-
lision. He had told Jim Wilkes the evening before, "You know if you come up armed
in this way what will hapiien." He knew he had got that ammunition, for some per-
sons in Chester had seen it. All the buckshot in Chester had been bought up. A good
many were armed with double-barreled shot-guns with one load. John Wilkes, in com-
pany with ten or twelve men, went ahead with this company that came from Union,
as they were coming to Jim Wilkes's companj'^. His purpose was to endeavor to get
them to disperse and go home.

By the Chairman :

Question. That is to get the Union men to disperse ?

Ansivci: No, sir ; to get the negro men to disperse. Captain John Wilkes was with
these men that came from Union. He had fallen in with them the night before. They
came on down the road, meeting in the direction of where Captain John Wilkes was
camped the night before. You recollect I said before that he had an interview the
evening before ; he advised them to disperse, and they would not. When he came down
with that company, he concluded to make another trial. He took ten or twelve men,
and concluded to go ahead and not bring up his company, and see them, and see if he
could not get the matter settled. But as they passed a church where a great many
lug rocks are beside the road, about two miles above where Jim Wilkes and his negroes
had camped the night before, suddenly a whole volley of musketry was tired upon
them. They killed a horse and wounded another horse, and shot a man named Waters
in the knee and crushed his thigh. It had to be amputated. When ho fell, they all

jumped up and showed their heads from behind the rocks and cried out, "There is one
God damned white face we have brought down. We have brought down one white-
faced scoundrel." These fellows let their horses go. The men behind did not advance.
There appeared to be some confusion. It was done suddenly. They did not expect to
meet them there. They expected to come on them two miles to the east below that
point, and were disconcerted. They were only ten or twelve men—not exceeding
twelve, from the best authority. They immediately let their horses go. They had
rifles, and advanced behind trees on these fellows, shooting as they went. Two of
these white men got aroiind the church, on the rear of these negroes, and commenced
firing. When they did that, the negroes broke, stampeded, and ran. They ran two or
three hundred yards, and stopped behind a gravel hill and fired one or twoVolleys, and
then fled and dispersed. The people in the neighborhood, very few of them, knew of
it, though they heard the firing. There happened to be a Captain Jeffrey Hardin heard
it the evening before, and he went on with some men. In fact he was warned of it,

and started before he heard the firing. He got there, and undertook to pursue this
Jim Wilkes with a fragment of his men who came on. The body of the men from
Union did not pursue them at all, but came right on down to Chester. They were
^yearled and worn out, and their horses not fed, and that little fragment i)ursned some
fifteen or twenty, I do not remember the number of James Wilkes's company, on up in
the direction of York. I took very great trouble—there are so many reports. People
put out for amusement about a great many being killed. I took a great deal of
trouble to ascertain about the killed on the occasion, and I never could ascertain but
three, possibly it might be four, with one boy of fourteen or fifteen, were killed at that
fight.
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By the Chairman :

Question. Wliite meu or black?
Answer. Black men. No white men were killed. This white man wonnded»had his

thigh amputated. I understood that three negroes were killed. I recollect, to show
how reports go, a man lyimed Hyatt, a near neighbor, who had the best opportunity to

know and who saw them, told of about frn'ty or fifty being killed, and seeing buzzards

there. I took him off to myself and asked him for the truth, and also this Jeffrey

Hardin, and he told me there were only three. I have tried very hard to find out the
truth. Possibly there might have been more. There were some reported killed at

Turkey Creek Bridge. That is way up in the northwest corner of York ; in fact, in

York, but about the edge. There was one fellow killed there crossing the bridge, as it

was reported ; a number were killed there coming on to re-enforce Jim Wilkes, but, from
the best information I can get, but one was killed. I took very great pains to ascer-

tain the facts, and I could not ascertain any more.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Qucsiion. Is that the fall history of that trouble ?

Answer. That is a full history of that trouble.

Question. What other facts do you know in regard to that county ? How many com-
panies were organized of negro militia in Chester County ?

Answer. Four, I think.

Question. How strong was each company ?

Answer. I think they ranged to about one hundred men.
Question. All armed ?

Ansieer. Yes, sir
;
generally with these Winchester rifles, some of them with these

repeating arms. Most of them with Winchester rifles, but I will not say Winchester
rifles positively.

Question. Had they ammunition ?

Answer. Yqs, sir ; they had ammunition in that house and they were all shooting.

They were shooting people's cattle, &c. They also had cartridges about.

While the committee were at Union Court-House, prior to their going
to Yorkville, they examined Colonel Joseph F. Gist, a citizen of Union
County, and who had taken command of the squad of white citizens go-

ing to Chester to protect the people there against the threatened attack
of the negro militia. The following is his evidence upon that point

:

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Colonel, will you state what you know with regard to the ui^rising of the
negroes in Chester, and first state when it was?

Ansiver. I think it was the first week in last March. I happened to be in this town.
It was the week which had been appointed for the holding of our circuit court, and we
received intelligence hero that a band, or a considerable body of armed negroes, had
gone into Chester Court-House and assumed a very threatening attitude; that the citi-

zens there anticipated a collision between the whites and blacks. A day or two after-

ward we received further information that they had left the town of Chester, aft«r
staj'ing there possibly a day and night, and wo learned that there had been some firing

between the whites and blacks ; that they had taken the road in the direction of this

place—the main county road in the direction of Union; and that the citizens on the
west side of that district were apprehensive that they would be molested by the negroes,
in fact, it seemed to be certain, from the messages that we received that the negroes
were perpretating outrages, burning and murde'ring indiscriminately, and they asked
us to send them some assistance. Upon the receipt of that intelligence some twenty or
twenty-five men got together, and determined to go to the assistance of the people on
the other side of the river. I thought about the matter, and they asked me, and 1 con-
cluded to go. They were mostly young men, and I thought it best to go with them,
knowing tliem and having some infiuenCe with them. Before I determined to go I
went to the solicitor of onr circuit, Mr. Brawley.

By the Chairman :

Qmaiion. Docs he reside hero ?

Answer. No, sir ; ho resides in Chester. Mr. Brawley is the solicitor of this circuit.

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was ho here ?

Ansiccr. Yes, sir; athniding court. I stated to him what I know about it. He had
"just arrived here on that evening. I stated to him the intelligence Ave had received,
and ho told me that he knew more about it than I did possibly ; that ho had come over
just that day to this place, and passed this body of armed" negroes, and they were
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marchiug in thia direction, and there were about onelumdred and fifty or two hundred
armed men ; that he had stopped his buggy in the midst of them ; that they were most
or all of. them negroes of Chester County, who knew him by reputation ; that he had got
them together and attempted to expostulate with them; advised them to go home and
go to work, which they refused to do, and said they intended to remain and organize

;

that they were able to protect themselves, and intended to do so. He said to me, '• I

think it would be best for you to go." I apprehended danger to the people and to the
community, from the fact of these negroes having arms, and having no person with
them except their own color. I left houio about 8 o'clock at night, and rode over
within three miles of where I understood the negroes were encamped. There I met
some twenty-five or thirty gentlemen from that section of the country.

Question White men ?

Answer. Yes, sir. Upon meeting them I stopped the party I had charge of, and
selected a couple of the most intelligent gentlemen, and had a conference with them.
This was about 12 or 1 o'clock at night. My proposition was to wait until morning,
and we would go and hunt them up, and I had no doubt I could get to see them and
talk to them. I had been in the habit of governing negroes. I had owned a great
many I had raised, and I thought that I could jiersuade them to go home and go to
work. They thought it not worth while. They had sent a committee of gentlemen
before I got there, just about dark—men upon whose plantations most of these negroes
were working—who had gone to them and attempted to reason with them and get
them back to work ; but they had refused, and fired on the party that had gone there.
This was a party of some ten or twelve men. Under these circumstances I thought it

my duty to go on and see them, at all events. I then left there a little before day.
About fifty or sixty men were with me at the time. About sun-up I ai^proached the
place which had been described to mo as the place where the negroes were. I left the
main body of men I had, and took about fifteen or twenty up the road, or in advance
three or four hundred yards, leaving the majority in the rear. . When within about
thirty or fifty yards of a church, I think called Salem church, seeing no negroes, the
first intimation I had they opened fire upon me at about forty yards.

Question. Were you in the road ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir ; in the big road. We were mounted. They opened fire from the
right-hand side of the road, a thick place with a ledge of bowlders, rocks, by the road.

Question. What was the eifect of the first fire ?

Aiistve): They shot one man and wounded several horses. One ball passed through
my coat-collar.

Question. It was a volley in full aim against the party ?

Answer. Yes, sir; at forty rods range. I ordered to dismount and fire. We dis-

mounted and gave back the fii'e. The negroes took shelter behind these rocks and kept
up the fire. I with my party fired four or five rounds, but saw it was useless, that we
could not dislodge them, and ordered a flank movement to get in their rear. We did
so, and opened another volley upon them. They commenced then to run. It was a very
thick, hilly ground, with cedars and i^ines. They broke and ran and we pursued them
for, I suppose, three-quarters of a mile, or a mile.

Question. Had you in the mean time called up your rear forces or not ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; I called up the forces I had left behind. It was a running fire then
for about three-quarters of a mile. The negroes would run two or three hundred yards
and turn and fire. They did not keep in a compact body, but groups of ten or fifteen
together. Most of us were on horseback, and the country very rough. They got so
far ahead that we finally lost sight of them.

Question. Had you any means of ascertaining how many negroes there were?
Ansicer. No, sir; no direct means. From having been accustomed to see soldiers,

men under arms, I would suppose there were between eighty and a hundred, not under
eighty nor over a hundred, although Mr. Brawley informed me that there were one
hundred and fifty when he saw them.

Question. Do you know who was in command of them ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; a negro named Wilkes. I do not know him. I might have seen
him, but did not know him.

Question. What was his character ?

Ansiver. The only knowledge I had of his character is from his behavior on that oc-
casion. When they first opened fire, at the first volley, I could hear him very dis-
tinctly. I was within forty steps of the negro line, and he spoke encouragement to his
men to never run—to fight it out and kill the last damned white man on the face of
the earth. The only reason I have for saying it was Wilkes, the captain of the com-
j)any, who made the exjiressiou is, I captured a negro, and one at least, or more, of
my party having captured a negro, they were very much enraged, and were in the act
of executing him, and I heard the negro halloo one hundred and fifty yards off, and I
galloped to the sj^ot and stopped it, and put him under a guard, and directed him to be
taken to the road ; and Avhen I got him back I examined this negro, and he informed
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me that this man -who talked so loud and used this exjiression was captain of the com-
pany.

Question. Did you observe what effect your firing had upon the negroes—how many
were killed and hurt ?

Answer. I cannot state how many were killed, I am very certain there were not
more than live, if so manj'. I did not see that many, but they were very miich scat-

tered. The men who were with me, and the negroes, became very much scattered,

covering an area of half a mile. It was very thick, and it was a running light.

Question. How long had they been in that xiosition by the side of that road before

you got there ?

Answer. They came there the day before. They had been there, I suppose, some
thirty hours.

Question. Where did the great body of them belong ?

Ansiver. In that particular section of the country. They had barricaded the road
with logs and rocks.

Question. Did you see that ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was the road picketed before you got there, according to your informa-
tion ?

Ansifcr. I don't know that to be a fact. I understood so from the people who lived

in that neighborhood, that all the roads were picketed, and every one who passed was
stopped.

Question. Give us a full account of all you heard of what these negroes had done at

Chester, or elsewhere, before you started from Uniouville.

Anstccr. I heard nothing, except that they had gone to Chester and taken possession

of the village of Chester, and there had been some firing between the citizens and the
negroes. That was my understanding by the report I received. They had assembled
some three hundred white men with their arms, and there was finally a compromise,
if I may so term it, between them ; and the negroes said if the white people would put
down their arms and leave, they would leave. The white people went oft' and the ne-
groes went off, but retiu'ned that night and occupied their position at night.

Question. Were there any more armed negroes at Chester except this band on the
road between that, place and this ?

Answer. There must have necessarily been more, from the account I received of it in

the vilhige of Chester, than this company, because they were represented to be two hun-
dretl and more at Chester, and I do not think there were over eighty or one hundred
when I met them.

Question, Did you ever learn for what reason they made this raid upon Chester?
Ansioer. No, sir.

Question. How far from where these negroes were met on the roadside had they to
travel from where they lived in Chester ?

Aiiswer. Eight or ten miles. They were on adjacent plantations.
Question. What were they armed with ?

Answer. They had breech-loading rifles, which they had received from the State
government, issued to the militia. I captured a good many guns.

Question. Do you know any other fact indicating that they belonged to the I'egularly
organized militia ?

Anstcer. Yes, sir ; I know that the negro I captured told me ho belonged to thia
company and it was a regular militia couipauy ; that they were regular militia com-
panies ; and they told me, further, that the night preceding my attack they had sent a
deputation to Chester and had drawn their ammunition.

Question. After they had left Chester ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; they went back to get an additional supply of ammunition.
Question. From whom?
Answer. From some of the regular militia.
Question. From an armory there?
Answer. Yes, sir; I don't'know about that. They told me they got their arms from

the clerk of tlie court.
Qncs/io/i. Who was he? ,

Answer. A wliite man named Reister. I never heard the name before. I had not
been to Chester for two years before that.

Question. Was it John'C. Reister?
Answer. I tliiiik lluit was his name.
Question. What was Ins raulc?
Ansieei: Ho was ch-rk of the court—a civil officer.
Question. I see on i)age G18 of the governor's message and accompanying documents

for 1870 that lie signs his name John C. Reister, major.
Answer. He may liave been botli a civil and military officer.
Question. Look at that and see if you can tell by the regiment that that is the man?
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Answer. [Examiniug.] Tlmt is the man; tliey had sent to him for ammiinition.
That is what was told me by this negro.

Qitcsiion. Does that purport to be a receixit for ten thousand rounds of ammunition,
loaded?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Was that after this occcrrence ?

Ansicei: No, sir ; that was previous to my going to Chester.
Question. Will you read that receipt ?

Ansioer. " receipt for issues.

"To Major J. C. Reister, Uth Regiment N. G. S. C.

:

" Received, at Columbia, S. C, this twenty-sixth day of August, 1870, of Captain J.

Kennedy, acting ordnance oiScer, S. C, the following ordnance and ordnance stores, as
per invoice dated the twenty-sixth day of August, 1870

:

"Ten thousand rounds of ammunition, (Roberts.)
" JOHN C. REISTER, Major."

Question. Is that about all?

Answer. Yes, sir, about all. I came back home next day. Everything seemed quiet.

With this startling array of facts, established by the unimpeached
testimony of white men of the highest character and intelligence, will

not the history of these results of a most unnatnral and nnhappy war
stand somewhat corrected and vindicated with regard to the disturb-
ances so loudly trumpeted through the North for party purposes, as
occurring in South Carolina during the political campaign of 1870?
Do not these facts brand with the burning signet of infamy the insolent
brow of the depraved chief magistrate, who was the author of the in-

fernal machinery thus put in motion to secure his own election ? It

makes one shudder to look back upon these scenes of wickedness and
depravity. South Carolina was a smoldering volcano 5 the thin crust
of civil authority which covered it might at any moment have given
way and the fierce Hames of a war of races have enveloped the land.
Will any man now be surprised at the natural and inevitable counter-
scheme of wrong and outrage, which, while no one will deny that it

existed, was limited to a few counties, populated to a considerable ex-
tent by a class of excitable, ignorant, and reckless people, should have
been resorted to in a spirit of equal vengeance, by way of redress and
retaliation ? We think not.

The only other riot committed by disguised men, in any considerable
numbers, was that of the raid on the county treasurer's ofitice at York-
ville, which took place some time in February last. The treasurer was
a very obnoxious man to that community, hy the name of Edward Eose,
who, directly after the raid, which was intended for himself personally,
ran off to Canada with $12,000 of the public funds in his possesssou,
and has never returned to South Carolina. It appears from the proof
that Eose was a very active man among the negroes, and had great in-

fluence over them. The population of York County is very evenly
divided between the whites and blacks, the former numbering 12,012, and
the latter 12,160. There had been four or five and i^erhaps six compa-
nies of negro militia organized in the county, fully armed and equipped,
and supplied with ammunition, by the State authorities. This state of
things greatly alarmed the white people of the county. The Loyal
Leagues were also in full operation. The most incendiary speeches had
been made to the negroes, in the political canvass the summer before,
by Parker, the treasurer of State, and others. The proof is that, prior
to the Ku-Klux raid upon Eose, numerous cases of arsou had occurred,
and particularly in the vicinity of Yorkville. A few nights before the
raid five or six gin-houses and barns were burned, all in sight of thetown.
Mr. T. M. Graham, a citizen and merchant of Yorkville, an intelligent
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and respectable man, was examined at Spartanburgh touching the con-

dition of afiuirs in his countj'. He says :

By Jlr. Van Tjrump :

Question. Tho iiif^bt when these five or six barns, stables, and giu-houses were burn-
ing in sight of York, what occurred at Rose's hotel ?

Answer. Just as the fire began, Eose got up and fired thirty or forty shots. He had
two or three Winchester rifles with him, and ho got up and shot them all off.

Questmi. How soon did the burnings commence ?

Aiisiver. Just immediately. The firing aroused the people. Dr. Crenshaw got up.
Question. Were the fires simultaneous ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. How many were burning ?

Ansicer. Five or six within a few miles of Yorkville.

On his cross-examination by Senator Scott, he said :

fey the Chairman :

Question. You give it here as your belief that it was because Eose was charged with
being the instigator of these burnings that this raid occured ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that and other things together.
Question. What other things ? .

Answer. A great many other things. Our town was threatened to be burned and it

was a time—the fact is, he advised the negroes to burn the town. We had to keep there
a guard for two or three weeks, and came very near getting into a collision with the
negroes.

Question. Now give us what you know about his advice to negroes. On that we
should like to have your information.

Ansiver. A negro man named Eeuben Bowens heard him say—one night he had
stopped in a vacant lot to attend to a call of nature, and while there this man Rose,
with ten or fifteen negroes, came right close to where Bowens was sitting down, and
they stopped, and Rose told them that if the Ku-Klux came to that place and the
white citizens did not turn out to fight them, they must burn the town down.

Question. Did you get that from Bowens ?

Answer. Bowens told me that himself.
Question. Was that tho form in which it was put, that if the Ku-Klux came to the

town and the white citizens did not turn out to help, that then they should burn down
the town ?

Ansicer. Yes, sir.

Question. Had there been any Ku-Klux there before that ?

Ansiver. No, sir ; but these negroes had been guarding the town and picketing the
road for two months.

Question. In the first place you stated that he advised the negroes to burn the town,
and stated that vinqualifiedly.

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; Bowens told me.
Question. But what he did say was that if the Ku-Klux came in and the white citi-

zens did not turn out against them, they ought to burn down the town ?

Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. But that is a very different statement, and as these charges are so very
serious, I would prefer to have the whole truth.

Answer. Yes, sir; but there was another thing back of that. When last summer's
campaign for governor was going on, a n.umber of gentlemen from Columbia were up
there niakiug si)eeches, and among others Dr. Neagle, comptroller general. Ho told
the negroes in his speech there that if the negroes were interfered with any more in
regard to their voting, <tc.—if they were interfered with on the plantations, and men
wanted to turn them off on account of voting tho ie[)ublican ticket—that they were to
leave the country in a bed of ashes; tiiat matches were cheap.

On his reexamination in chief, he said

:

By Mr. Van Trump :

Question. Was it a common impression or apprehension that these negroes were
armed by the governor in view of the approaching State election, in which Lo was a
candidate for re-election ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir ; that was the notion of the people.
Question. Is your inlormation sufiicicnt to say whether, immediately after the elec-

tion, the arming of the jiegroes ceased ?

Ansiver. I think it did.

Question. Did the commencement of the arming of the negroes take place in the
spring of 1870, and terminate at the election of 1870, or otherwise?
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Answer. Yes, sir; I think it was-in the spring or summer some time.

Quesiion. Has anytliiug occurred in the history of the State of South Carolina since

the war that has created more alarm or been more terrible in its etfects than this one-
sided arming of the population of South Carolina ?

Answer. Nothing, sir.

Quesiion. Do you or do you not attribute a great deal of the trouble that has existed
for the last year to the arming of the negro population ?

Answer. I think, sir, that was one of the grand sources of trouble. There are other
things, but I think that was the great source.

Question. Do you know of any other threatened collisions between the whites and
the blacks of your county than you have spoken of? You say at one time they came
very near a collision ; what do you mean by that ?

Ansicer. At the time these people were ijicketing the roads.

Question. Black people, do you mean?
Answer Yes, sir ; the militia. They were picketing the roads for about two months.

I think this was in February. A druukeu militiaman met Dr. Thomason on the street
of Yorkville, and when Dr. Thomason said something about picketing the roads, he
cursed Thomason, and drew back his guu like he was going to put his bayonet in him,
and Thomason, in a very quick way, hauled up and knocked him down, and took his
gun away from him, and the fellow jumped uj) and run. It was on Sunday night ; the
negroes had preaching. He or someone went to the church and told them that Thom-
ason had killed this man Beatty. The negroes came up streets for their guns. They
stopped in at Rose's to get their guns, and came up street, and it looked like danger.
It looked sexually ; like there was going to be a tremendous tight. I was sent for and
went up street. Some of us elderly men. Colonel Coward, Major Avery, Dr. Lindsey,
and other men, then interfered and kept a collision off. The next day these negroes
were still dissatisfied, and the whites were dissatisfied, and these reports kept going tx)

the country, and some of the reports were that the negroes had possession of the
town, and that the white peox^le were afraid to come out ; and that evening a tremen-
dous crowd of strangers gathered in there, and that night it looked like there v.'as

obliged to be a fight. We still used every effort to keep the peace, and just as the
train came up from Columbia, at uight. General Audersou came on the train, and we
appointed a committee to go to him and talk to him. He said he had been sent up by
Governor Scott to see about the difficulty, and if the arms should be taken in. We
told him the arms were the cause of the trouble. Colonel Coward went back to the
crowd, and made a speech to the crowd. He was one of the connnittee that waited on
General Anderson. He quieted them down. The next morning General Anderson
called for a meeting of the citizens.

Question, Who was he ?

Answer. He was brigadier general of the State militia. He is now Governor Scott's

adjutant general. He called for this committee. The committee met him, and told
him the cause of the troubles. He appeared to understand it, and gave an order to the
captain of the comj)any there in town

Question. The black company ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; Captain George Adams—to bring in his guns. He made a speech
to the negroes, and tokl them it was foolishness to go into this sort of thing ; that the
white people didn't want to have the fuss with them, but if they did get into a row
that they, the negroes, would certainly get the worst of it. He told them there was
many a man there had been under a hundred fires, and understood fighting better than
they did. Tixe guns were brought in and the fuss quieted down..

Question. That was the next day ?

Anstver. Yes, sir.

Question. Did the negroes at the church, upon advice of this difficulty between the
militiaman and Dr. Thomason, rush to the town with arms ?

Ansicer. Their arms were at Rose's.

Question. He kept their guns ?

Ansiver. Yes, sir.

Quesiion. Did they get their guns ?

Ansivcr Yes, sir.

Question. And came out on the street ?

Answer, Yes, sir ; their guns and ammunition were all kept there

Mr. Joseph Herndon, also a highly respectable citizen of Torkville,
was examined in Washington City while the snb-touimittee was in

South Carolina. The following is a brief extract from liis testimony,
touching the cause which undoubtedly induced the raid upon Eose

:

By Mr. Beck :

Question. Had you any incendiary fires in your county last fall and winter?
Answer. Yes, sir.
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Question. State about how many, and the time of- their occurrence, and their origin,

as woll as yon know.
Answer. The first fire we had that I remember of was in September ; it happened in

our little village. There were some three or four houses burned. I do not know
whether that was an incendiary fire or not. All that I can say to you is, that the man
who lived in the house where the fire first started thinks that it was. I do not know

;

I have no means of knowing whether it was an incendiary tire or not.

Question. Was it generallj' believed to be?
Answer. I think it was at first.

Question. And how after that ?

Answer. There was a difference of opinion about it. Some persons thought all the
time it was an inceiKliary fire ; others thouglit it was not.

Question. After that time how many other fires occurred?
Answer. We had a great many fires in the county after that. I think the next fire

was some time in November or December. There was a gin-house burned, and, I think,
a saw-mill. That was perhaps the next fire of any account.

Question. Was that sujii^osed to be the work of incendiaries?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Then you had a fire some time in January, had you not ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were four or five buildings burned one night in January.
Question, State the circumstances attending that fire, and what was believed

about it.

Answer. Well, the people there believed that the thing was concocted in the village,

from what they could gather from the negroes ; they could not tell.

Question. State all the facts to the committee.
Ansiver. These houses in the country, some four or five of them, were all burned

about the same time.
Question. Do you mean the same hour?
Answer. About tlie same hour, yes, sir. Before the burning commenced—I did not

liear this myself, but a great many jiersons did hear it—there was a volley of some
twenty or thirty pistols or guns fired off in the street, opposite to a house where the
county treasurer kept his office, and very soon after this volley was fired off, those
buildings were seen on fire ; and they supposed that was a signal for setting them on
fire. Of course I do not know ; I only give you what was the impression.

Question. What was the common belief of the ]ieople ?

Ansivcr. That was the common belief of the peojile.

Question. Was it at night after the people had retired to bed?
Ansiver. Yes, sir ; one or two o'clock in the morning.
Question. What were the buildings burned ?

Answa-. There were on^e or two barns and two or three gin-houses in that fixe, as well
as I recollect.

Question. In different parts of the county ?

Answer. Yes, sir; in a kind of a circle from the north around to the east 'of the
village.

Question. Was there a large gathering of colored people in town that night ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were a great many negroes in town that niglat from the
country.

Question. Do you know the^cause of their gathering there that night ?

Answer. It was said they had a League meeting there that night ; that was what the
people said.

Question. Did the volley believed to be a signal for those fires come from that League
meeting /

Ansiver. That was what was believed ; that that was the signal for the parties to set
the fire. I do not know this, of course ; this is just what I heard talked.

Question. At these meetings held and largely attended by colored people, what sort
of speeches were generally nuule to them by their leaders?

Ansiver. I understood that there were a grt'at many of them very incendiary speeches.
I did not attend any of their meetings.

Question. What was the character of those incendiary remarks, as you have heard
them repeat (;d ?

Ansiver. I heard several persons remarlc that Mr. John L. Neagle, who is now the
coniptrolh'r general of the State, made a speech there last sumnier,"and said to the ne-
groes that if tiiey could not get this, that, and the other, that town nuglit iirobably be
laid in ashes ; that matches were cheap, and all that sort of thing. I did not hear that

;

this was tlie tallc.

Question. Made during the canvass last summer?
Answer. Yes, sir.

The fact wbetlier Rose wns iustruniental in firing- tliat signal volley
at 1 or 2 o'clock in the morning, when the people of the town were
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asleep, is sworn to by several other witnesses. It became publicly known,
and excited a natural indignation among tbe people of the county. Major
Merrill, in command of the Federal forces stationed at Yorkville, cer-

tainly not an unbiased witness in the matter, but with a strong leaning
against the white people of South Carolina, and an acknowledged re-

publican, testifies to the bad character of Eose, and the current belief

that he fired the volley, or caused it to be done.
There can be no doubt that this was a signal for the burning to com-

mence, for in a very short time afterward the heavens were illum-

inated with the lights from five or six gin-houses and barns around
and in the near neighborhood of the town. Other facts might be brought
to bear upon this raid in seeking for Eose by these disguised men, but
our room will not permit. What they intended to do with him no
one can tell but themselves; but it is quite evident their visit was induced
by his complicity with these acts ofburning in various parts of the county.
Major Merrill's principal mission at Yorkville seemed to be, from his
own statement, to get uj) a list of the whippings administered to the
blacks by the Ku-Klux, including a period of time of nearly a year
prior to his arrival at Yorkville. He did not seem to take anj^ interest

in what the carpet-baggers and negroes were doing in the meantime.
In being sent there to keep the peace, he thought he was fully perform-
ing his duty by noting the acts and doings ot one side only. He says
he was acting under instructions from General Terry, and it is presum-
able that General Terry was acting under orders from the War Depart-
ment at Washington. No good man will object to their operations
against the Ku-Klux ; but when this whole investigation, whether it

was so intended or not, will be used for party purposes against the
white people of South Carolina, as responsible for the actions of the
Ku-Klux against the negroes, it would seem to be proper that the acts
of both sides should be known. This idea never seemed to have en-

tered the impartial mind of Major Merrill, or his superiors, whether a
general commanding, or a department, or the Government. The major,
in his examination, thus awkwardly ajtemi^ts to wriggle through an
explanation of this matter

:

By Mr. VaxTkump:
Question. Do you know there is a man now in this house who knows that Rose did

fire that volley ?

Answer. If he does know that fact, I do not know it.

Question. Have you inquired ?

Answer, I have inquired generally of both of these men here.
Question. Did you inquire of Mr. Russell?
Answer. I had the intention to inquire very minutely of Russell into that whole mat-

ter, and asked him to come to my office.

Question. Did you know that he was an occupant of this very building at the time
the Volley was fired?

Anstcer. If it had occuixed to me to think about it, I suppose I should have thought
so, although I did not know the fact.

Question. Who did you inqiiire of aa to that fact ?

Anstver. I do not feel siire that I could mention the name of.an individual I inquired
of in regard to it. I had conversation with a number of persons on the subject

—

among others, Colonel Witherspoon. I had a conversation with him in this very office

on that point.

Question. What was his belief?
Answer. He was merely talking of the matter.
Question. You were not inquiring about it, then ?

Answer. I was inquiring for his impressions and any facts that he knew.
Question. What was his impression as to who fired that volley ?

Anstcer. To the best of my recollection, and I say I am in doiibt as to whether thia
particular conversation occurred with Colonel Witherspoon or not, though I recollect

37 K K
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a couversation -<^'itli some gentleman iu town, in wliich the remark was madetliat tMs
volley had heeii lired, aud it was a signal for the incendiary tires to commence.

Quesiion. It was a very important fact to find out who fired that volley?

Ans^vcr. I was not investigating these incendiary fires to any considerable extent

at all.

Quesiion. Ought you not to investigate both sides of this question ?

Answer. You will recollect the fact that they had extended over a very considerable

number of months previous to my arrival, and I was concerned in the events immedi-

ately connected with and succeeding my arrival. You will see the reason why I should

not give the same attention to the investigation of previous events.

Question. I will ask you whether the three or four hundred cases of whipping in this

county, which you mentioned, did not include many that occurred away beyond the

time wben j'ou came here?
Ansjcei: It only does in the estimate of the general number, giving the date or about

the time they commenced.
Question, the reason you give now as to why you did not inquire into the incendiary

acts was because they occurred before you came ?

Answer. No, sir ; that was not the only reason.

Quesiion. Well, what did you mean was the reason ?

Ansicer. It was because they were acts that did not so immediately concern my own
aifairs.

Question. Are you not here for some purpose ?

Answer. Yes, sir ; to preserve public order so far as lies in my power.
• Question. Is it a violation of public order to burn houses and barns?

Answer. Yes, sir; unquestionably.
Question. Why did not j-our mind run in that direction and investigate those things?

^)iS!(:ej-. I have endeavored to explain to you the facts and circumstances connected

with these incendiary fires that came to my knowledge incidentally, as I have gone
along.

Question. Incidentally to the main purpose you had of ascertaining the violence on
the other side of this question. Is that what you mean?
Answer. Perhaps partially so only.

Question. What are your politics, Colonel?
Answer. 1 am an officer iu the Army, bred up in a school which taughtme that officers

of the Army were uot'projjer persons to mix in politics.

Question. Are you not known here as a pronounced republican?

Answer. If I am, I do not know it.

Question. Are yon not a republican ?

Answer. Perhaps in the main my political opinions coincide more nearly with the

republican tban with any other party on questions relating to public affairs.

Question. Do you vote the republican or democratic ticket?

Ansiver. I have never cast but one vote in my life. I have never had any connection

or association with politics. I went to West Point when sixteen years of age, and my
life has been in the Army ever since.

Question. 1 know it is a rule that the officers of the Army take little or no interest in

politics

Ansicer. I do not say that I take no interest in politics. I take a deep interest in the

affairs of my country ; but I do not take au active part in politics, and am not decided

in expressing jiolitical opinions, except it be in social or domestic conversation.

Question. You do not know whether you are a republican or not ?

Answer. In one sense I am not a republican; that is, there are many parts of the

policy of the republican j)arty which I would object to as a citizen ; but Ido decidedly,

and much more decidedly, object to a great many parts of the policy of the democratic
party.

Quesiirm. With which party, the democratic or republican, do your affiliations and
synqtatliics go?
Answer. Mostly with the republicans—more decidedly with the republicans than with

the deniDcrats.

Question. You say you are not a partisan ?

Answer. I am not at'all, sir.

The Chaujman. Let me suggest that the general statement be received from the
colonel, and that any extended cross-examination bo deferred until he gets through
witli tliat.

Mr. Van Tkump. I will make it as brief as I can.
Mr. Sti;vkns()N I sviggcst that any general cross-examination—that is, any cross-

examination aClccting the general weight of the teatimony—be reserved until he con-
cludes his general statement; and that any particular fact, w^here it may bo desired,

may be inquired of in passing.

Sir Van TnuMr. I will endeavor to make my questions pertinent to the very part

of the paper the colonel is reading.
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The Chairman. I requested Colonel Merrill to prepare this paper in order to shorten

his examination, not, of course, to lengthen it. You will x^lease to proceed with your
Ktatemeut, colonel.

Jnstrcr. I will ask permission to say one word with reference to the last question
which has heen put—the question whether I was not known as a pronounced republi-

can. I wish to be allowed to state that I have engaged in no political discussion of

any kind whatever since I have been here, and the reason for doing so was, that I con-

sider my position such that it would be nnbefitting in me to engage in political discus-

sions, particularly in the excited state of public feeling here.

The attempt of Major Merrill to bide his partisan feelings under his

military sur-coat, was an artful but not quite successful attempt to mis-

lead the committee. It might have been quite accidental, but his visit

to Spartanburgh, while the committee was in session there, some sixty

or seventy miles distant from his military headquarters, in the heat of

a tropical mid-summer, does not tend to impress the not too credulous
mind very strongly that he was entirely an unbiased and disinterested

witness. His testimony, like that of the evangelical carpet-bagger Cum-
min gs, at Spartanburgh, was almost entirely made up from the state-

ments of negroes, employed, perhaps, to get up the Ku-Klux statistics.

A South Carolina negro's ambition, under such circumstances, to get
up a big thing, would be as natural to him as his disposition to speculate

in "seed-cotton," or any other little article of property lying in his way,
belonging to his neighbor.

It will be observed that this riot at Yorkville, although nothing seri-

ous accrued, for the reason, perhaps, that the object of the lawless jno-

ceedings had made his escape, like the other riots of like character, vras

caused by the arming of the negroes, and their insolent and outrageous
conduct after being armed. The uniformity in the conduct of the
negroes, after they were organized and armed, shows ^ery conclusively

that thej' well understood the object of their being thus armed by the
governor to the exclusion of the white men. It must be a matter of

wonder to any one who has any just conception of the state of aflairs in

South Carolina, that a fierce and bloody war of races was avoided under
the circumstances. It is true. Governor Scott, becoming alarmed at

these evidences of danger, we will not say conscience-stricken at the
terrible results of his hellish policy, called to his counsels a number of

leading conservative or democratic gentlemen of the State, after the

electioii icas over, to advise with them what was best to be done to allay

excitement and put an end to these disturbances. They advised him,
among other things, to disband his negro militia, and return their arms
to their i)ropcr depository, the public arsenal, which he promised to do,

but has in the main failed to do so, with the exception as to the Camden
rioters, heretofore noticed, and perhaps a few other instances ; thus
verifying the old adage

—

" When the devil got sick, the devil a monk would be

;

When the devil got well, the devil a monk was lie."

Upon the head of this man will forever rest the responsibility of a
large portion of the crime and outrage committed by either of the fac-

tions, since the State, administration came into his unworthy hands.
Even a committee of his own loolitical friends, composed of such men as
the notorious Tim Hurley, and the well-remembered radical ex-congress-
man, Benjamin Franklin Whittemore, of West Point notoriety, a com-
mittee organized by the last legislature, under the pressure of even a
negro public opinion, as a joint special committee to investigate the
financial condition of the State, and who made their report only a short
time since, have failed to come to the rescue of the governor, but ad-

minister to him the following scathing rebuke, which we copy from
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their report, italics aud all. In speaking of the purchase of arms for

the negro militia, they say

:

The committee are, iu this connection, forced to the ackno-wledgment, howeTer
tin'>leasant or humiliating it may be to snch as are connected with the fact, that the

moneys expended (as vouchers indicated the direction in which the funds were usod)

were not all paid out for such purposes. In the enrollment and organization of the

militia, a.s well as in the armed force employed by the Governor, there was a most ample
and complete opportunity for ambitious political partisans and aspirants for re-election

to arm and equip a force of personal fricnch and advocates, and pay them "when on service

the same pay and allowances as are given to oflicers and soldiers of the same grade iu

the Army of the United States," not out of their own purse, but " out of any moneys iu

the treasury not otherwise appropriated."

Thus, into the hands of his own friends we commit the carpet-bag

governor of South Carolina.

To any one who has the opportunity and dispovsition to look over the

printed testimony taken in South Carolina, he will ascertain from the

manner of the examination of several leading democratic witnesses

that the chairman was anxious to establish the iact that the white

people, and particularly the democratic leaders, were morally responsi-

ble for the violations of law and personal outrages committed by the

Ku-Klux, because they did not, by the exi)ression of opinion, discoun-

tenance such proceedings. The honorable chairman was not at that

time well posted upon the facts in this particular, or he would not have
adopted that line of examination. Without citing the proceedings of

several public meetings in diflterent parts of Ihe State in 1870 and 1871,

this question is fully settled by one of the official proclamations of

Governor Scott himself, as early as 1SG8. On the 30th day of October,

in that year he issued the following proclamation :

To the citizens of South Carolina:

FELLOW-CmzEiss: The numerous complaints made to this department of murders
and (Kitrages, committed by wicked and inconsiderate persons, excited by intense party
feeling, made it my duty to issue the late proclamation, calling upon all good and
true men, without respect to political predilections, to unite iu a determiuatiou to dis-

countenance and denounce lawlessness and violence, and in an effort to recover and
niaintain the good name that has heretofore been the heritage and tlie jirido of our
beloved State It is now my pleasing duty to congiatulatc yoa upon the beneficial

results that have ensued from the admirable and well-timed address of General Hamp-
ton and the executive committee to the democratic party. In honest and impressive
terms they have called on the people to supi)ort the laws, to preserve the peace, and
to denounce those crimes which have so recently been committed in some portions of
our State. These patriotic counsels cannot fail of having a wide and wholesome in-

Jlucnce iu moderatinn; the vehemence of feeling of those to whom they are authorita-
tively addressed, while they hare quieted the aj)prehensions and conciliated the respect
und good Avill of their political opponents. This is certainly a just cause of congratu-
lation to every well-wisher of the State, and it gives me unfeigned pleasure to acknowl-
edge it, and to earnestly invoke the co-operation of every member of the republican
party in reciprocating to the fullest extent the pacific policy so admirably inculcated
by the democratic leaders. Let acrimonious and irritating discussions be avoided, and
appeais be ma<li; to the intelligence and reason, and not to the fears or passions, of the
community. Differ as we may iu political sentiments, it is the dictate alike of wisdom
and patriotism for all to appeal to, and confide in, the eflicacy of iieaceful remedies for
political evils, actual or supposed. Let "bear and forbear" be our maxim, and so shall
the peace, prosjierity, and honor of our beloved State bo maintained and perpetuated,
and her linie-lionored es<;ntcheon will be jjreserved, unsullied and undinimed, in all its

oiiginal purity and luster.

ROBERT K. SCOTT,
Goi^cmor.

If our room would permit, we could give the proceedings of various
other public meetings throughout the State, called for the same purpose.
A very earnest ellort wa.s made by the majority of the sub-committee

sent to South Carolina to establish the fact that in the election of 1870
force and intimidation were resorted to iu order to carry the election in
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favor of the reform party, and that in some of the counties the ne.a:roes

"were in fact intimidated, and staid awaj^ from the polls. Now, it will

not be denied that, if any such state of things existed anywhere, it must,
of course, have occurred in the disturbed portions of the State, the
Ku-Klux region of the counties of Spartanburgh, Union, Chester,
Laurens, and York, or, perhaps, if we take the President's proclama-
tion as authority, a somewhat wider range, by adding the counties of

Chesterfield, Fairfield, Lancaster, and Newberry. We shall not enter
into a discussion of the weight or the respectability of the sworn testi-

mony upon this point. We will relieve ourselves of this labor by appeal-
ing to tbe public records of the country, the official returns of the elec-

tion itself for that year. We make up the following tables of the returns
of election for these nine counties, now^ under the rule and government
of the bayonet and Minie ball, representing the votes cast at the
presidential election in 1808 and the State election in 1870, with the
population of each county, compiled from the Tribune Almanac for

1871, and from the last census tables

:

Chester
Chesterfield . .

.

Fairfield
Lancaster
Laurens
Ifewberry
Spartanburgh .

Union
York

Counties.

Total

Black majority

.

Population.

18, 805
10, 584
19, 6^8
]-2,067

22, 536
20, 7T5
25, 784
19, 248
24, 2S6

173, 993

White.

6,290
6,275
5, 7S7
0,159
9,904
7,457

17, 375
8,718

12, 114

Black. I

White ' Black
majority, ! mnjority.

12, 513
4,309

14, 101

5, 924

12, 632
13,318
8,408

10, 530
12, 167

80,079 93,902

13, 623

I 6,223
1,960

I

! 8,314
235 1

1 2,728
I 5,861

8,967 I

,

I

1,812
! 53

Counties.

Chester
Chesterfield...
Fairfield
Lancaster
Laurens
Newberry
Spartanburgh.
Union
York

Presidential election, 1868.

Grant.

Total 10,370

Majority

1,673
720

1,995
812

1,170
999
505
953

1,543

SejTnour.

1,405
960

1,193
913

1,912
2,008
1,965
1,767
2,043

14, 166

3,790

Majorities.

Grant. Seymour.

268

'802
240

101
742

1,009
1,460
814
500

1,070 4,866

State election, 1870.

Scott.
!
Carpenter.

2.704
945

2,043
1,087
3, 022
2,915
1,423
1, 862
2,386

18, 987

1, 3G6
1,092
1, 034

855
1,967
1.645
1, 923
1,744
1,873

13, 599

5,388

Majorities.

Scott.
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of race and color, ratlier tbau a division created by party politics, only

so far as it involves separate affiliation Avith one or the other great

national organizations, from necessity perhaps as much as from choice,

and it also proves that this charge of the intimidation of the black

voters is utterly Avithout any foundation in fact. We take out only so

much from the report of the"^ secretary of state as relates to the nine

counties included in the President's proclamation :

Nmiiber of tcMte and colored votes in each county, as shown hy returns.

Counties.

Chester
Chestcrlield ..

Fairfield

Lancaster
Laurens
Kewbeiry
Si)artaul)nrgli

Union
York

White.

338
222
157
9G9

1,G35

68.5

093

Black.

2, 73F
819

2, .S42

2,951

1,96?
2,214

jSTow, let US reduce some of the facts contained in these statistics to

the point in issue upon this question of intimidation. First on the ques-

tion of population as an item of evidence: The accepted ratio of voting

population out of the general population, we believe, ranges from one-

tifth to one-sixth of the whole. It is reasonable to assume, as we think,

in the reduced adult male ]>o]>ulation of the South, and especially of

South Carolina, as a result of the war, that the ratio of one-sixth would,

l^erhaps, be the nearest approximation to the truth. Take, then, the

aggregate poimlation, white and black, of the nine counties now under
the ban of Federal usuri>ation, which is 173,91)3. In the event of a full

turn out to the polls, voluntarily, which rarely occiu\s even in the most
excited elections, they would be able to ])oll 28,999. The number ac-

tually polled at the election in 1870 was 32,570, or 3,577 over the ratio

of one-sixth of the whole population. Cut take the largest ratio of vot-

ing numbers, and how will the case stand ? Under this ratio it will raise

the voting population to 34,018, only 2,052 less than the entire voting

power of the whole population. This estimate is made upon the whole pop-

ulation, white and black, with the white portion of it lessened by the casu-

al ties of war. Now, let us adopt the true tes't, the black population and the
black vote alone. The colored population of these nine counties, under
tiie late cen.sus, is 93,902. We cannot get the exact number of colored

votes cast in 1870, for the reason that no returns were nuule to the sec-

retary of state from the two counties of Spartanburgh and Laurens.
There is no difiiculty, however, in getting close to the truth on this prop-

osition, because the tables show that the dillerence in the otlier coun-

ties between the whole amount of votes cast for the radical ticket and
those cast by the negroes wiis so slight as to bo scarcely worthy ot

notice, still, to be liberal on this question, we will strike from the aggre-

gate ra«lical vote of these two counties 300 votes, polled in 1870, as

representing the white radical vote, which is a large estimate. The
ratio of one-filth, applied to a black population of 93,902, will produce
the number of J8,0J2 votes, or 087 votea less than the hlack rotes cast at that

election. Uere, then, in this aspect alone, is a most triumphant refutatiou
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of the cliarge tbat tlie white people of South Carolina have intimidated
the negro voters, and kept them from the polls. Take another test

:

The entire vote cast for Grant and Colfax at the presidential election

in 18G8—and the republican party in South Carolina was undoubtedly
as exclusively made up of the negroes then as it was in 1870—was
10,370. In 1870, the vote of the same party for Governor Scott was
swelled up to 18,987, an increase of 8,617 votes. How does the white
vote stand in the same relation '? The vote for Seymour and Blair in

18G8 was 14,100; the vote for Carpenter as against Scott, in 1870, was
13,599, or G07 less than icas cast for Seymour and Blair in 18GS. Call you
tbat intimidation, "my mastersf And in the face of these plain facts,

it is deliberately charged by the republican party that the negro popu-
lation of South Carolina is constantly decreasing by an enforced emigra-
tion on account of persecution by the ^:hite people.

Take some other facts : The aggregate majority for Seymour over Grant,
in 1808, in these nine counties, was 3,796, while in 1870 the majority was
reversed, Scott having a majority over Carpenter of 5,388—making a gain
in the strength of the republican party in 1870 over that of 1868 of 9,181
votes. Let us look for a moment at the result in the four counties
where the greatest violence and outi'age are said to have been com-
mitted—Spartanburgh, Union, York, and Laurens. There is no passion
or prejudice, no political bias or false swearing, in these figures; they
are disinterested witnesses, and stand wholly indifferent as to the result

of the verdict, whether of guilt or innocence. In Spartanburgh, at the
election of 1868, Grant received 505 votes; in 1870 Scott received 1,423
votes, a gain of 918 votes over that of 1868. In the same county, in

1868, Seymour received 1,965 votes; in 1870 Carpenter received 1,923
votes, a loss of 22 votes. In Union County, in 1868, Grant received
953 votes; in 1870 Scott received 1,862 votes, a gain of 909 votes. In
the same county, in 1868, Seymour received 1,767 votes; in 1870 Car-
penter received 1,744 votes, a loss of 23 votes. In York County, in

1868, Grant received 1,543 votes; in 1870 Scott received 2,386 votes, a
gain of 843 votes. In the same county, in 1868, Seymour received 2,043
votes; in 1870 Carpenter received 1,873 votes, a loss of 170 votes. In
the county of Laurens, in 1808, Grant received 1,170 votes; in 1870
Scott received 3,022 votes, a gain of 1,852 votes. In the same county,
in 1868, Seymour received 1,912 votes; in 1870 Carpenter received

1,967 votes, a gain of 55 votes.

Thus, then, a few columns of figures, the official election returns of

their own commissioners—for there is, or was in 1870, scarcely a conser-

vative or democratic election commissioner in all South Carolina—dissi-

pate into smoke and vapor all these oft-repeated charges of intimidating
the negroes, or interfering with a full and decorous expression of tlieir

political opinions, either on the hustings or through the press. Let that
charge, at least, go to the "tomb of the Capulets," to sleep there forever.

With this exposition of the true condition of South Carolina, and the
causes which have produced so sad and terrible a state of things, shall

we still be made to hear the "loyal" press of the North charging the
troubles and disturbances in the South upon the democracy % Look at

the absurdity of the thing ! Wiiere in the South do the democracy hold
the political power which aloiie can make a political party responsible
for the administration of the government ? Kowhere, until very recently,

except in the State of Virginia ; and there you find peace and quiet,

the laws duly obeyed and executed, and all the evidences of an orderly
and well-regulated government. Any one who shall travel, with his eyes
open, through Virginia and South Carolina will at once see the difiei'-
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eiice between the civilization of the white und black races iu the science

of government, and the folly and madness of the proposition that any
country can prosper where the Anglo-Saxon is made politically subor-

dinate' to the African. Tbe astonishment which such a state of things

produces upon the mind is not so much at the impudence or frensy

of party feeling which has inaugurated it, as at the apathy, or the

fear, or the forbearance, whatever it is, of the immediate victims of its

operations, or the stolid indifference of the great mass of the American
people to tlic inevitable results of a system which must, in the end, affect

or destroy the whole fabric of government. The most prominent dis-

orders wiiich now exist anywhere in the South are among and between
the republicans themselves. As iiroof of this, witness the shameless
and most disgraceful scenes of blackguardism -which are now daily

transpiring at the ca[)ital of South Carolina, between Bowen on the

one side and Scott on the other. It is a most decided advance move-
ment in the rhetoric of vulgarity and obscenity. The old tish-women,

standing in the stalls of Billingsgate market-place, would blush to

hear the vulgar crimination and recrimination of these truthful ex-

ponents of southern republicanism. Then we have another choice

specimen of the results of "reconstruction" iu the city of New Or-

leans. The recent disgraceful exhibitions of violence and outrage
committed there, instigated by Carter on the one side, and by War-
mouth on the other, lately the twin-consociates in everything that

pertained to republican misrule, will furnish tit subjects for comment
and triumph to the enemies of constitutional government everywhere.
The skeptics as to man's capacity for self-government will lind as much
confirmation of their opinions in these manifestations of anarchy under
written constitutions as ever Hobbs or Clarendon did in the downfall
of the English Commonwealth, when all that was accomplished for free-

dom and self-government in the civil war of 1040 was lost by the fierce

contentions and political demoralization existing among those who had
finally triumphed in the armed conliict. The consequence of this de-

moralization and these acrimonious dissentions, brought about by per-

sonal ambition and the thirst for self-aggrandizement, was a return to

the old and familiar form of government which had been overthrown by
the convulsions of civil war. If the happy results of these dissentions,

in our own times, among those whose administrative policy everywhere
is maintained by aggression and force, either by fraud or the bayonet,
shall be a restored and tranquilized government in the spirit of its great
founders— a prosperous and united people—the discomfiture of dema-
gogues and the triumph of truth,—we shall be disposed to adoi)t the
doubtful morality of saying, "Evil, be thou my good," if it can accom-
plish these great ends in behalf of a Christian civilization, and the per-

petuation of constitutional government.
We have no means of knowing upon what specific information, if any,

the President has suspended the writ of habeas corpus in nine of the
counties of South CaroHna, because, up to this time, ho has failed to
respond to tlie resolution of the Ilonse of Ilepresentatives ui)<)n that
subject. With our opi)ortunities of knowing what has and what has
not transpired in South Carolina since the jjassage of the law to en-

force the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution, we are bold to say
that the exercise of this usurpe<l dominion over the great writ of right
of the i)eo])le, falsely claimed to be rightfully delegated to the President
by act of Congress, is wholly unsupported by any state of facts which
would justify its suspension, even by the rightful trustees of the power
under the Constitution. Even Caisur and Cromwell refused the crown
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wlien tendered them by that class of bold adventurers, found in all

times, and ever ready to seize upon a crisis to abolish existing- institu-

tions in order to mend their own fortunes. In the case of the Ku-Klnx
law, which takes from the Constitution more than a crown, the power
to protect or prostrate the life, the liberty, and the property of the citi-

zen, fixed in the organic law as a great and clearly detined legislative

function of government, and places it at the feet of the Executive, to

be used by him how and when he sees fit, against not only all the tradi-

tions, but all the precedents of constitutional history. If the President

is, what he ought to be as the chief executive officer in a government of

written laws and constitutions, a man deeply and conscientiously im-

pressed with the solemn duties of his great trust, he would have hesi-

tated long and anxiously before he exercised the tremendous not to say

unconstitutional power thus attempted to be delegated to him in the

face of the express letter of the Constitution. Besides all this, and
outside of any question of violation of the Constitution, he ought to

know and have given proper consideration to the fact that he is acting

under the authority of a statute passed in the heedless frenzy of parti-

san influences ; and lie ought to feel, as the head of a whole people, that

it is, beyond all dispute by friend or foe, a law not to be put in force

anywhere unless the emergency for the exertion of its more than kingly

power is great and unavoidable. He ought to have taken no step in so

grave a matter without the profoundest consideration, and decided noth-

ing until he had mastered the subject in all its bearings and conse-

quences. Personal liberty is the corner-stone of the republic ; and he
ought not to have laid his hands upon it unless the public safety and
the public liberty imperiously demanded it. We have reason to

believe he has wholly failed to investigate the condition of affairs

in the Southern States so as to properly qualify himself to sit as a

just and intelligent arbiter between the people and the law. We shall

not enter upon any captious or undignified criticism of the President of

the United States ; we owe this position to the office, if not to the man

;

but we must be permitted to say, in the solemn discharge of our duty
in a more humble but equally responsible sphere of action, that he has

totally failed to give that earnest and impartial attention to the south-

ern peoi)le, and their political rights and interests, which his great trust

imposes upon him. It is not the first time the President has failed to

comijrehend the great duty before him. When he stood upon the steps

of the Capitolj on the 4th day of March, 18G9, in the presence of that

vast crowd of his fellow-counti\ymen, and, with uncovered head, before

the living God, swore to support the Constitution and discharge his

high trust faithfully and honestly, he was given an opportunity, such
as does not often occur to any man in the course of centuries, to enter

upon a career of usefulness and glory, by bringing order out of chaos,

overcoming party animosities, restoring peace and harmony to the torn

and distracted sections, and establishing more firmly than ever the pil-

lars of constitutional liberty. As the accredited conqueror of the re-

bellion, he should have been, and could have been, the actual restorer

of the Union under the Constitution and its laws. But he was unequal
to the great occasion. It was the role of a giant, and not of a pigmy.
It required a civil not a military hero to achieve the victory. He made
the fatal mistake of thinking his mission was that of a partisan instead

of a statesman, an agitator instead of a pacificator, and that his whole
allegiance belonged to a party instead of his country. We are afraid

that it was in this spirit he issued his proclamation. Untd he shall

give us the plain facts which induced him thus to oppress these south-
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cru people, by tbe suspension of law and the inauguration of military

rule and supervision over them, we shall be forced to believe that he

has unwisely taken counsel from those who want trouble and discord,

rather than peace and harmony, to continue between the sections.

When is this fell spirit of political vengeance against millions of free-

born citizens to end? Is it safe, to say nothing of its injustice, much
longer to continue this scheme of party persecutions? Is peace so as-

sured among the nations of the earth that we have nothing more to fear

from the chances of war? Are thero no signs for the future, no porten-

tious clouds in the far-off horizon, betokening storm and tempest, to

give warning to those who have in charge the ship of state ? Ay, omens
are even now in the sky! The complicated and threatening relations iu

which we are now entangled with one of the great powers of Europe, ever

our sleepless enemy upon land and sea, should suggest, if nothing else can

or will suggest itself to the party in power, the vital importance of re-

stored harmony and union between all sections of the country. With a

hostile power on our northern borders, capable of throwing 200,000 armed
men into the held, is it prudent or wise to drive 7,000,000 of our own
people in the South to desperation, in the event of a conflict between
Great Britain and the United States? We have no security from war;

it is the skeleton in every national household. The fact was made mani-

fest in our own late civilconflict, if never before, that war may be precipi-

tated upon a i)eople almost without their knowing it, in a republic as well

as in a monnrchy, by a very few bad and wicked men on both sides, who
hold in their hands^ the powers of government. The great question of

peape or war cannot await the slow and deferred action of the popular will.

The question either when or whether it shall commence is not a matter

of negotiation. It is a question of will, of necessity, of finesse on the

part of one or both of the belligerents. The present aspect of our for-

eign relations, if nothing else, should admonish our rulers that it is all

—

important that we should have peace at heme before we engage iu a
war abroad. It is preposterous to supi)ose that the southern people

would fight for us while we are fighting them; nor can we expect them
to battle for our rights while we, by tyranny and oppression, are depriv-

ing them of theirs. No people ever fought willingly under a writ of

habeas corptis suspended against them.
We believe the President has suspended this great writ of the people,

this bulwark of personal liberty, for other than the high purposes which
should actuate the person clothed with the transcendent- powers of his

ofUce. We believe, we might almost say we know, that nothing has

transpired in South Carolina since the passage of the Ku-Klux law
which can be the slightest justification of the President in suspending
the writ in the absence of war and the clash of arms, spreading terror

and dismay among whole masses of people guiltless of crime. The pub-

lic press, as well as our own private information, testify to the fact that

there has l)een no more trouble or disorder in South Carolina for the last

nine months than is common to any other State in the Union.
In the absence of the facts, or statements and representations which

are not facts founded in truth, communicated to tho President, whether
truthfully or ialsely, })rior to the issuing of his ]>roclamation, we unhes-

itatingly assert«that i'ornine months prior to said proclamation, and at

lea.st three months i)revious to the ])assage of what is known as the Ku-
Klux law, there was more peacM^ and good order throughout the entire

borders of South Carolina than had been at any time since the termina-

tion of the war. Now, if tliis is the fact, then the action of the Presi-

dent was not only unwise and impolitic, but it was a naked and most
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nnjustiiiable act of tjraimy and oppression, at "war -with the spirit of '

free institutions, and a precedent which, by repeated use, "will not only
sap the foundations of the Government, but " can almost change the
stamp of nature." Upon this vital point we again quote from the can-
did and intelligent correspondent of the New York Herald. Writing
from Spartanburgh as late as November 1, 1871, he says

:

In this county, as iu all others I have visited, I cauuot find any case of resistance to
the State or the United States authorities. Two years ago a couple of revenue officers

were forcibly resisted by some men who were engaged iu illicit distilling whisky. No
one pretends, however, that they were any more Ku-Ivlux than were and are the meu
who distill whisky illicitly iu Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Ohio, and other States North,
and who resist the revenue officers. This is the only case of resistance on record. " 1
never give them a chance to resist," said a Federal official to me, "because I always
send an overwhelming force to arrest them." ' Very well ; but has any resistance been
offered?" "No." "Have you ever tried to make arrests without an overwhelming
force?" ''No; we used au ouuce of prevention." "Now, major, are you not aware
that the sheriff of this county, a one-armed mau, has gone to remote parts of the county
unattended, arrested men, and brought them to Spartanburgh without meeting with
opijosition?" "Sol have heard; but I do not risk finding the same submission." I
put it to you, readers, whether it is fair to assume that a people will resist until they
have resisted ? I am assured by some of the most eminent citizens that there has not
been a day during the past two years when a Federal deputy marshal could not have
arrested any citizen iu the county, miaided by the military.

But let me give you a further fact : Many of the arrests in this county were made
before the President's proclamation appeared. " Why, then, major," I asked, " was it

necessary to suspend the writ of luiheas coijius?" "It was not suspended because we
could not make arrests," was the reply, " but for the purpose of preventing any attempt
on the i)art of the State courts to get the prisoners away from us." This is certainly a
wretchedly poor explanation. Iu the first place, the State courts have uo jurisdiction
whatever, and, in the- next place, the State courts are in the hands of the radicals ; but
if the reason here given were the real one, Avhy is it that half of the prisoners have
been sent to Columbia, where the writ of hahcas corpus has not been suspended ?

This letter is becoming almost too long, hence I must postpone some other things
to another day. My investigations into the condition of affairs here have resulted in
my discovering the following facts

:

First. That for four months past no Ku-Klux outrages have been committed in Spar-
tanburgh County, which the Federal officials admit.
Second. That the Ku-IGux organization was originally formed for the self-protection

of its members, and not for any special political purpose.
Third. That men of infamous character entered the Ku-Klux organization and per-

petrated a series of gross outrages upon individuals.
Fourth. That in many instances white and black radicals bon'owed the disguises of

the Ku-Klux and outraged their neighbors, knowing that the blame would not be laid
u])on them.

Fifth. That if the State government of South Carolina had not been, as it still is, in
the hands of corrupt and infamous political adventurers, and had the laws of the State
heen fairly and impartially administered, public sentiment would have crushed the
Ku-Klnx organization in its incipiency.

Sixth. That there was not any necessity for the suspension of the writ of habeas cor-

inis, because there was not, at any time, any disposition on the part of the citizens to
resist the warrants of arrest. Every white man in Spartanburgh County could have
been arrested by a deputy marshal's posse.

Seventh. That the Ku-Klux, while formidable in numbers, perhaps, never entertained
the idea of resisting the United States Government. If its designs were treasonable, it

could, in u single night, have overpowered and annihilated the entire military force in
this country.

Eighth. That the effect of the present movement is dangerous to the future of the
Union. It has revived old animosities, reawakened slumbering sentiments, and embit-
tered the whites, not only iu the nine counties, but throughout South Carolina and
the South generally.

The same corresiX)ndent, in writing from Union Court-House, under
date of November 3, 1871, says:

In this letter I have not concealed the fact that troubles have existed in Union
County, and I have not denied that the Ku-Klux, or men representing themselves as
such, have perpetrated gross outrages. But will you not be surpj ised to learn that
thiNse troubk\s ended seven months ago? I appeal to Captain Thompson, of the
United States Army, to say how many Ku-Klux outrages have occurred in Union
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County during the seven months he has been stationed there. Two have been reported
minor afiairs, which, upon investigation, proved to be personal quarrels. Curiously
enough, all the Federal ofSficials admit that for months past these counties have been
quiet. Why, then, wait until the troubles are over to begin operations ? "Because,"
replies a Federal officer to me, "the Government must show its power." Is it not
a wanton display of power ? While the Ku-Klux were committing " outrages," nobody
was arrested. From four to seven mouths after they have retired to their " dens," and
society has resumed its normal condition, the Government pounces down upon them.
I defy the United States marshal to produce a single warrant against a Ku-Klux in

which the alleged offense was committed within three months past.

It is a painful duty to arraign the Chief Magistrate of the Eepublic
before the great tribunal of the people. It would have been a much
more pleasant task, in a crisis which should hush into silence all mere
party criticism, to represent him to that court of last resort as having
performed his high trust, in relation to these southern troubles, with
moderation, justice, wisdom, and the strictest impartiality; and that,

under a broad and large-hearted administration of the Government,
peace and harmony had been restored between the people of the two
sections ; and that all the bitterness and rankling animosities of a great
civil war had been lost and absorbed in the proud recollections of a
joint struggle for independence and liberty, and the common glory of
the earlier and better days of the liepublic. What we complain of, and
what the great body of the American people should visit with their

censure and condemnation, is the indifference and the positive inatten-

tion of the Federal Executive to the terrible results which may follow
the maladministration of affairs in the Southern States ; and that he
seems to be so far forgetful of his duties to all the people, as to submit
himself, perhaps unconsciously, to the dictates of party vengeance, or
the accomplishment of party ends in the future, rather than to do equal
and exact justice to all classes of citizens.

The foregoing is a hurried, but, as we believe, a truthful statement of
the political, moral, and financial condition of the State of South Caro-
lina, under the joint rule of the negro and the "reconstructive" policy
of Congress. We feel conscious that we have honestly endeavored to
discharge our duty in the premises, having " nothhig extenuated or aught
set down in malice," and respectfully submit the whole mi^tter to the
consideration of Congress and the people.

FEANK P. BLAIR.
T. F. BAYARD.
S. S. COX.
JAMES B. BECK.
P. VAN TRUMP
A. M. WADDELL.
J. C. ROBINSON.
J. M. HANKS.
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THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE
TO INQUIRE INTO

THE CONDITION OF THE LATE INSURRECTIONARY STATES.

Resolved hy the Senate of the United States, (the Mouse of Rqiresentd-

tives concurring,) Tliat a joint committee, consisting of seven Senators
and fourteen Kepresentatives, be appointed, whose duty it shall be to

inquire into the condition of the late insurrectionaiy States, so far as

regards the execution of the hiws and the safety of the lives and prop-

erty of the citizens of the United States, with leave to report, at any
time during the next or any subsequent session of Congress, the result

of their investigation to either or botii Houses of Congress, with such
recommendations as they may deem expedient; that said committee be
authorized to employ clerks and stenographers, to sit during the recess,

to send for persons and papers, to administer oaths and take testimony,

and to visit, at their discretion, through sub-committees, any portions

of said States during the recess of Congress ; and the expenses of said

committee shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate, upon
vouchers approved by the chairman of said committee.
Passed the House of Eepresentatives March 20th, 1871.

A-ttest

:

EDWAED Mcpherson,
ClerTc.

Passed Senate April 7th, 1871.

Attest

:

GEORGE C. GORHAM,
Secretary.

In the Senate of the United States,
A2)ril 14, 1871.

Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Chandler, Mr. Rice, Mr. Bayard, Mr.
Blair, Mr. Pool, and Mr. Pratt be the committee on the part of the
Senate.

Attest

:

GEORGE C. GORHAM,
Secretary.

In the House of Representatives,
April IS, 1871.

The Speaker appointed as a select committee, on the part of the

House, to investigate the condition of the late insurrectionary States:

Mr. Luke P. Poland, of Vermont; Mr. Horace Maynard, of Tennessee;
Mr. Gleuni W. Scotield, of Pennsylvania ; Mr. Burton C. Cook, of Illi-

nois ; Mr. John Coburn, of Indiana ; Mr. Job E. Stevenson, of Ohio

;
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]\Ir. Cliarles W. Buckley, of Alabama; Mr. William E. Lansing, of New
York; Mr. Samuel S. Cox, of New York; Mr. James B. Beck, of Ken-
tucky ; Mr. Uauiel W. Voorliees, of Indiana ; Mr. Philadelph Van Trump,
of Oliio; 3Ir. Alfred M. Waddell, of North Carolina; Mr. James C.
liobinson, of Illinois.

Attest

:

EDWARD Mcpherson,
Cleric.

WASHiNaTON, April 20, 1871.

The committee met pursuant to the call of the chairman of the com-
mittee on the part of the Senate. Present, Messrs. Scott, Chandler,
Bice, Pratt, Bayard, Blair, Poland, Maynard, Scofleld, Coburn, Ste-

vensbn, Buckley, Lansing, Cox, Beck, and Waddell.
On motion of Mr. Blair,

Ordered, That Mr. Scott, chairman of the committee on the part of
the Senate, be chairman of the joint committee.
Mr. Buckley was apjDointed temporary secretary.
* On motion,
Ordered, That when the committee adjourns, it will adjourn to meet

on Wednesday, the 17th of May, unless sooner convened by call of the
chairman, who is authorized to convene the committee whenever he may
think it necessary.

On motion of Mr. Maynard,
Ordered, That a sub-committee, to consist of three from the Senate

and four from the House, be designated by the chairman, to meet in

Washington on the 10th of May, for the purpose of preparing such plan
of proceeding as may be deemed advisable to carry out the purposes of
the committee; said plan to be submitted to the committee at its meet-
ing on the 17th of JMay.

On motion of Mr. Eice,

Ordered, That the chairman be authorized to appoint a permanent
clerk ; whereupon Thomas A. Maguire was appointed by the chairman.

William Blair Lord, of New York, was appointed the stenographer of
the committee.
Agreeably to the order of the committee, the chairman appointed the

following sub-committee to prepare a plan of proceeding in the investi-
gation to bo made by the committee : Messrs. Scott, Pool, and Bayard,
on the part of the Senate ; and Messrs. Maynard, Scofield, Voorhees,and
Waddell, on the part of the House.
Adjourned to meet on Wednesday the 17th proximo.

Washington, Mcnj 17, 1871.

The committee met at 11 o'clock a. m., pursuant to adjournment.
Present, the chairman, (jMr. Scott,) Messrs. liiee, Pool, Pratt, Blair,

Poland, Scolield, Coburn, Stevenson, Buckley, Cox, Beck, Voorliees, Van
Trumj), and Waddell.

l^ettcrs were read from Mr. Bayard and Mr. Robinson, members of the
committee, stating the causes which prevented their attendance.
The chairman, (Mr. Scott,) as chairman of the sub comiuittoe, presented

the following report; wliich was received, and the counnitlee discharged
from further considei'ation of the same:
The sub-committ'ee appointed, in eonipliance with the resolution of the

"Joint Select Committee to iiuiuire into the condition of the Late Insur-
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rectionary States, so for as reg-ards the execution of the laws, and the
Balety of the lives and proi)erty of the citizens of the United States," to

prepare a plan of proceeding-, in the discharge of the duties imposed
upon said joint select committee, beg leave to submit the following

resolution, and recommend its adoption :

Resolved, That, for the present, a sub-committee of seven members be
appointed, to proceed at once with the investigation, and, until other-

wise ordered, to continue in Washington, with power to reassemble the
committee when, in their judgment, it may be expedient.

Mr. Scofield moved that the report be adopted.
After discussion, the further consideration of the same was postponed

until the next meeting of the committee.
Mr. Scofield moved that, until otherwise ordered, the chairman be

authorized to settle the accounts of members of the committee at the
following rates: Expenses at $G per day, including necessary time for

ti^avel to and from Washington, and mileage at 10 cents per mile.

On motion of Mr. Stevenson, the motion was amended by substituting

$8 for $6 for daily exi^enses ; and the moteon as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Cox moved that the hour of meeting be 10 o'clock a. m.; which
was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Beck, the committee adjourned until to-morrow.

Washington, Iluy 18, 1871.

The committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chairman,
(Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Chandler, Eice, Pool, Pratt, Bayard, Blair, Pohind,
Maynard, Scofield, Coburn, Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing, Cox, Beck,
Voorhees, Van Trumj), and Waddell.
Agreeably to order, the committee resumed the consideration of the

following resolution, submitted by the sub-committee appointed to pre-

pare a plan of proceeding, «S:c.

Eef^olved, That, for the present, a sub-committee of seven members be
appointed, to proceed at once with the investigation, and, until other-

wise ordered, to continue in Washington with power to reassemble the
committee when, in their judgment, it may be expedient.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolutionf a

motion was made by Mr. Eice to amend the resolution so that it shall

read as follows

:

Resolved, That, for the present, a sub-committee of seven members be
appointed, to proceed at once with the investigation, and to continue the
same in Washington so long as they deem expedient, and to report all

testimony by them obtained to the full committee, at a meeting of the
committee to be held on the 20th day of September next;
Which was agreed to.

And on the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution as
amended"?" a motion was made by Mr. Stevenson to further amend
the resolution by substituting for the resolution as follows

:

Resolved, That • sub-committees be appointed by the chairman,
to consist of- members each, to proceed to investigate the con-
dition of such States as the chairman shall designate, so that all the
insurrectionary States sliall be included.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the amendmentf a

motion was made by Mr. Pratt to amend the amendment by striking out
all after the wDrd "/tCA'oZrecZ" in the substitute, and inserting in lieu

thereof as follows

:
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" TLat a sub-committee of five be appointed to remain in the city of
Washington nntil the meeting of the committee on the 20th of Septem-
ber next, whose duty it shall be to inquire and report to the general
committee the localities where it is alleged the laws are obstructed or
cannot be enibrced, and to obtain all necessary inibrjnation to enable
the sub-committees, when appointed, to repair at once to their respective
fields of duty, and institute the investigations."

On the question, "Will the committee agree to the amendment to the
amendment f a motion was made by Mr. Cox that the committee do
now adjourn ; which was agreed to.

Whereupon, the chairman adjourned the committee until 10 o'clock

to-morrow morning,

Washington, ^fay 19, 1871.

The committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Chandler, Eioe, Bayard, Blair, Pool, Pratt,

Poland, Maynard, Scofield, Coburn, Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing, Cox,
Beck, Voorhees, Van Trump, and Waddell.
Agreeably to order, the committee resumed the consideration of the

amendment to the amendment offered by Mr. Pratt.
Whereupon, Mr. Pratt withdrew the same.
The question recurring, "Will the combaittee agree to the amendment

offered by Mr, Stevenson ?"

Whereu])ou, Mr. Stephenson withdrew the same. .

The question recuri'ing, " Will the committee agree to the resolution

as amended by Mr. EiceF a motion was made by Mr. Scofield to amend
the resolution so that it shall read as follows :

BcsoJved, That, for the j)resent, a sub-committee of eight members be
appointed, to proceed at once with the investigation, and to continue
the same so long as they deem expedient, with authority to take testi-

mony wherever they consider it advisable, by a sub-committee of their

own number, and to report all testimony by them obtained to the full

committee, at a meeting to be held on the 20th day of September next,

or at such earlier time as the sub-committee shall notify the joint select

committee to meet.
Ilcsolvccl, That the chairman of the joint select committee be author-

ized to appoint said sub-committee, of which the chairmen of the Senate
and House committees shall be members, and that said two chairmen
be authorized to fill any vacancy in said sub-committee.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the amendment?"

a motion was made by Mr. Blair to amend the amendment by adding
at the end of the first resolution the following: "At which time sub-
committees shall visit such localities in the South as the committee first

named shall report to be in a disturbed condition, and such other locali-

ties as tluj joint committee may deem necessary ; which was agreed to.

And the amendment, as amended, was agreed to.

And the resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

Mr. Bayard submitted the following resolution:
licHolvcd, That in the examination of witnesses by this committee, or

any sub-conimittee,t]ie investigation shall be governed by the legal rules

of evidence in courts of justice of the United States.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution?" a

motion was made l)y Mr. Stevenson to amend the resolution by striking
out all after "governed by" and inserting in lieu thereof the following

;
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"rules of evidence applicable to the proceedings of legislative commit-
tees."

On the question, "Will the committee agree to the amendment?" a
motion was made by Mr. Maynard that the further consideration of the
resolution, together with the amendment, be postponed until the next
meeting of the joint committee.
And on the question, "Will the committee agree to the motion to

postpone?" the yeas and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Chandler, Eice, Pool, Pratt, Poland, Maynard, Sco-
field, Coburu, Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing, and Scott, (chairman)

—

V2.

Nays—Messrs. Bayard. Blair, Cox, Beck, Yoorhees, Van Tramp, and
Waddell—7.

So the question was determined in the affirmative.

Mr. Van Trump submitted the following resolution:

Resolved, That in making the investigation proposed, and in taking
testimony in that behalf, mere rumors and what is known in the courts
as hearsay testimony sball be excluded.

^

On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution?" a
motion was made by 3Ir. Maynard that the further consideration of tlie

resolution be postponed until the next meeting of the joint committee.
And on the question, "Will the committee agree to the motion to

postpone?" the yeas and nays were required, and were as follows:
Yeas—Messrs. Chandler, Eice, Pool, Pratt, Poland, Maynard, Sco-

iield, Coburn, Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing, and Scott, (chairman)— 12.

Kays—Messrs. Bavard, Blair, Cox, Beck, Voorhees, Van Trump, and
Waddell—7.

So the question was determined in the affirmative.

Mr. Bayard submitted the following resolution :

Resolved, That the testimony of Avitnesses before the committee, or
ny sub-committee thereof, shall relate to facts existing at the time of

examination, or which shall have occurred subsequent to the passage of
the law entitled "An act to enforce the fourteenth amendment, api)roved
April 20, 1871."

On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution?" the
yeas and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Bayard, Blair,- Cox, Beck, Voorhees, Van Trump, and
Waddell-7.
Nays—Messrs. Chandler, Eice, Pool, Pratt, Poland, Maynard, Sco-

field, Coburn. Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing, and Scott, (chairman)—12.

So the question was determined in the negative.
Mr. Bayard submitted the following resolution:

Resolved, That the intent and object of the resolution appointing
this joint select committee was to learn, by personal observation of the
members and testimony of vvitnesses taken at the respective localities,

the true condition of affairs in the late insurrectionary States, and that
any report which maybe nnule by this committee to Congress should
be based upon knowledge and information so obtained.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution?" a

motion was made by Mr. Scofield to postpone the further consideration
of the resolution until the next meeting of the joint committee j which
was agreed to.

The chairman announced the following sub-committee of eight, under
the resolution adopted by the joint select committee: Messrs. Scott and
Poland, (named in the resolution,) and Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburu,
Stevenson, Beck, and Van Trump.
Mr. Cox submitted the following resolution

:

38 K K
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Eesolved, Tliat tlie sub-committee, to-day appointed,- be required to

address letters to the executive or otlier proper officers of the States

comprehended in the resokition, asking a statement of the debts and
taxes of such States at the present time, and to furnish copies of the

laws creating such debts and taxes.

On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution r'

a

motion was made by Mr. Stevenson to refer the resolution to the sub-

committee for consideration.

On the question, " Will the committee agree to the resolution to refer ?
"

the yeas and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Rice, Pool, Pratt, Poland, Maynard, Scolield, Coburn,

Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing, and Scott, (chairman)—11.

l^AYS—Messrs. I^ayard, Blair, Cox, Beck, Voorhees, Van Trump, and
Waddell—7.

So the question was determined in the affirmative.

Amotion was nmde by Mr. Scotield that the committee do now ad-

journ, to meet in the city of W^ashington, on Wednesday,, the 20th day
of September next; which was agreed to.

Whereupon the chairman adjourned the committee until the day
named.

SUB-COMMITTEE.

WasiiinCtTO?^, May 20, 1871.

The sub-committee appointed agreeably to the resolution of the joint

select committee, adopted at the meeting of said joint committee, on
yesterday, met pursuant to the call of the chairman of said sub-com-

mittee. Present, the chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Blair, Poland, Co-

burn, Stevenson, Beck, and Van Trumi).
On motion of Mr. Stevenson,

Ordered, That the chairman of the sub-committee be requested to sub-

poena such witnesses as he may deem expedient, to appear and testify

before the sub-committee at their next meeting.
On motion of Mr. Poland the resolution submitted to the joint select

committee at the meeting of said committee on yesterday, by Mr. Cox,
and referred to this sub-committee was read.

Wliereupon, Mr. Blair subuiitted the following resolution:

Resolved, Tliat the chairman be requested to address letters to the

executive or other proper officers of the States comprehended in the res-

olution authorizing the ai)pointuientof the joint select committee, asking
statements ot the debts, and of the rates and amount of taxation of sucli

States respectively, at the present time, and to furnish copies of the laws
creating such debts and fixing such rates of taxation ;

also requesting
coi)ies of the election laws now in force, ami those which have been in

force since the adoi)tion of the present constitutions of said States respect-

ively.

On the question " Will the sub-committee agree to the resolution?"

a motion was made by ]\Ir. Stevenson to amend the resolution by add-
ing at tlie end thereof the following words : "With such other official

docuuK'nts as the cliairman shall deem essential to this investigation;''

which vvas agreed to.

And the resolution as amended was adopted.
On motion of Mr. Blair,

Ordered, That four members of this sub-committee shall constitute a
quorum.
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A motion was made by Mr. Beck that the sub-committee take a recess
until the lOtli day of next month, (June.)
On the question '' Will the sub-committee agree to the motion?" a

motion was anade by Mr. Stevenson to amend the motion by striking
out the word ''tenth" and inserting in lieu thereof the word "first;"
which was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Whereupon, the chairman adjourned the sub-committee until the 1st
day of June.

Washington, June 1, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, and Van
Trump.
On motion of ]Mr. Blair the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12

o'clock m. to-morrow.

Washington, June 2, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, and Van Trump.
The chairman laid before the committee the following communication-s

and official reports

:

Communications from Governor G. C. Walker, of Virginia, and Wm.
F. Taylor, auditor of ijublic accounts of Virginia, transmitting official

reports, in compliance with the circular letter from the chairman of the
sub-committee.
Communication from Madison Bell, comptroller general of Georgia,

transmitting official reports in compliance with the circular letter from
the chairman of the sub-committee.
Communication from D. A. Jenkins, treasurer of the State of North

Carolina, transmitting official reports, in compliance with the circular
letter from the chairman of the sub-committee.

Ordered^ That said communications and reports be placed on file.

The following witnesses were examined: Hon. Wm. Miller, of Ala-
bama ; Hon. Charles Hays, of Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, June 3, 187-1.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, and Van
Trump.
The chairman laid before the sub-committee the following communi-

cations and copies of State laws and official re](orts of State officers,

furnished in compliance with the circular letter of the chairman :

Communication from acting Governor H. J. Pansier, of South Caro-
lina, and a communication from the State librarian of South Carolina,
with accompanying copies of laws and reports, forwarded to the sub-
committee.
Communication from T. H. Butler, secretary of the State of Tennessee,

promising the information called for by the circular letter of the chair
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man, and forwarding a copy of the new constitution and election laws

of Tennessee.
Ordered, That the same be placed on file.

The following witnesses were examined : Hon. Willard Warner, of

Alabama; Wm. E. Cockerell, of Alabama; A. A. Smith, of Alabama.
^ On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. on
Monday, the 5th instant.

Washington, June 5, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man. (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, and Van
Trump.
The chairman laid before the sub-committee the following communi-

cations, laws, and reports, furnished in compliance with the circular let-

ter of the chairman

:

Communication of J. J. Parker, secretary of the State of Alabama,
with accompanying copies of laws and reports, furnished by request.

Communication from T. H. Butler, secretary of State of Tennessee,

inclosing manuscript copy of act to establish a system of internal improve-

ments in Tennessee.
Communication from N. L. Angier, treasurer of the State of Georgia,

accompanying reports, and giving a statement of the financial condition

of the State of Georgia.
Ordered, That the same be placed on file.

The following witnesses were examined : A. A. Smith of Alabama

—

continued ; Dr. Pride Jones, of North Carolina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 13 o'clock m. to-

morrow»

Washington, June 6, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool^ Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, and Van
Trump.
The chairman laid before the sub-committee a copy of the public laws

of the State of Georgia, passed at the session of the legislature of 1870,
furnished in comi)liance with the circular letter of the chairman of the
sub-committee.

Ordered, Tliat tlie same be placed on file.

The following witnesses were examined : Hon. James L. Orr, of South
Carolina ; B. W. Norris^ of Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, June 7, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, and Van
Trump.
The following witnesses were examined : S. T. Poinier, of South Caro-

lina ; Joseph G. Hester, of North Carolina ; Charles D. O'Keefe, of South
Carolina.

On motion, the subcommittee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.
to-morrow.
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Washington, June 8, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, and Van
Trump.
The following witnesses were examined : B. B. Eggleston, of Missis-

sippi ; John J. Neson, of South Carolina ; C S, Cherry, of South Caro-
lina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.
to-morrow.

Washington, June 9, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, and Van
Trump.
The following witness was examined ; Governor Lewis E. Parsons, of

Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, June 10, 1871.

The sub-committee met i^ursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, and Van
Trump.
The following witnesses were examined: Hon. L. E. Smith, of Ala-

bama; D. H. Chamberlain, of South Carolina; Hon. A, J. Willard, of
South Carolina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. on
Monday.

Washington, June 12, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr, Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson,
and Van Trump.
The following witnesses were examined : O. C. French, of Mississippi;

James H. Goss, of South Carolina ; J. B. Carpenter, of North Carolina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock ra.

to-morrow.

WASHrf>,\JTON, June 13, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson,
and Van Trump.
The following witness was examined : Eev. A. S. Lakin, of Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, June 14, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson,
Van Trump, and Beck.
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The following witnesses were examined: Eev. A. S. Lakiu, of Ala-

bama, recalled; David T. Corbin, of South Carolina; Eeuben Tomlin-

son, of South Carolina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.
to-morrow.

Washington, June 15, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

ma]), (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson, and
Yau Tiump.
The following witness was examined: A. W. Shaffer, of North Caro-

lina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.
to-morrow.

Washington, June IG, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man. (Mr. Scott, ) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson, Yau
Trump, and Beck.
The following witness was examined : Governor Eobert B. Lindsay,

of Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, June 17, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man 7?ro tempore^ (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson,
Yan Trump, and Beck.
The following witness was examined: Governor Eobert B. Lindsay,

of Alabama, concluded.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. on

Monday next.

Washington, June 19, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man ;9ro tempore^ (Mv. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson,
Yan Trump, and Beck.
The following witness was examined: James U. Clauton, of Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, June 20, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjouriuiient. Present, the cluiir-

man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Blair, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson, Yan Trump,
and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined: James B. Clark, of Alabama;

John J. Jolly, of Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.
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Washington, June 21, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson, Van
Trump, and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined: John G. Pierce, of Alabama;

E. P. Jackson, of Mississippi.

Mr. Stevenson submitted the following resolution :

liesolved, That a sub-committee of three be appointed, to proceed at

once to the troubled regions of the States of South Carolina, North
Carolina, and Alabama, to investigate the condition of affairs in such
regions, and report to this sub-committee.
On the question, "Will the sub-committee agree to the resolution?"

a motion was made by Mr. Poland to amend the resolution by striking-

out "Alabama."
On the question, "Will the sub-committee agree to the amendment?"

a motion was made by Mr. Blair to i)ostpone the further consideration
of the resolution, together with the amendment, for the ijresentj which
was agreed to.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.
to-morrow.

Washington, June 22, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson,
Van Trumi>, and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined: G. Gordon Adam, of Missis-

sippi; E. AV. Seibles, of South Carolina.
4

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.
to-morrow.

AVashington, June 23, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, Van
Trumf), and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined: Hon. T. Eeavis, of Alabama;

Hon. K. Busteed, of Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

WASHiNfJTON, June 24, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson, Van
Trump, and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined: Charles Eeemelin, of Ohio;

C. H. Suber, of South Carolina; Eobert Aldrich, of South Carolina.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o^clock m.

on Monday next.

Washington, June 20, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson,
Van Trump, and Beck.
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The following -wituesses were examined: W. E. Howie, of Nortli

Carolina; E. A. Hull, of North Carolina; L. M. Gentry-, of South
Carolina.

A motion was made by Mr. Poland to strike out all that portion of

the testimony of L, M. Gentry which has reference to the political acts

of Hon. A. S. Wallace, of South Carolina, prior to the war.

On the question, "Will the sub-committee agree to the motion?" the

yeas and nays were required, and were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Beck, Blair, Coburn, Poland, Pool, Stevenson, and
Scott, chairman—7.

Nays—Mr. Van Trump—1.

Mr. Van Trump, by way of explanation of his vote, said he did not
claim that the evidence sought to be ruled out was either legal or com-
petent; but he was in tavor of having it retained, for the reason that it

was similar to a great, mass of testimony already in the case, and he
had ciilled for the yeas and nays to mark the "new departure."

A motion was made by Mr. Stevenson to proceed to the consideration

of the resolution relative to the appointment of a sub-committee to visit

certain of the Southern States, the same having been postponed for the
present on the 21st instant, which is as follows:

Eesolved, That a sub-committee of three be appointed to proceed at

once to the troubled regions of the States of South Carolina, ISTorth

Carolina, find Alabama, to investigate the condition of affairs in such
regions, and report to this subcommittee ; which was agreed to.

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. Poland, to amend the
resolution, by striking out "Alabama," it was agreed to.

On the question, "Will the sub-committee agree to the resolution as

amended!" the yeas and neas were required and were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Blair, Coburn, Poland, Pool, Stevenson, Van Trump,
and Scott, chairman—7.

Nays—Mr. Beck—1.

So the question was determined in the affirmative.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.
to-morrow.

Washington, June 27, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Poland, Coburn, Stevenson, Van Trump,
and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined : J. It. Smith, of Mississippi;

General N. B. Forrest; of Tennessee.
The chairman announced the following members as a sub-committee to

visit the States of North Carolina aiul South Carolina, agreeably to the
resolution adopted yesterday, namely : Messrs Scott, Stevenson, and
Van Trump.
On uKjtion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m'.

to-morrow.

Washington, Jujic 28, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Poland, Coburn, Stevenson, Van
Trump, and Beck.
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The following witnesses were examined: Colonel E. W. Flournoy, of
Mississippi; W. C. Ford, of Mississippi.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, June 29, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, Coburu, Stevenson,
Van Trump, and Beck.
The following witness was examined : M. H. Whittaker, of Missis-

sippi.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock ra.

to-morrow.

ISToTE.—Messrs. Scott, Stevenson, and Van Trump, sub-committee
appointed to visit the States of North and South Carolina, gave notice
that they would be absent, for a limited time, in the discharge of the
duties imposed upon them by said appointment.

Washington, June 30, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman 2}ro tempore^ (Mr. Poland.) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and
Beck.
The following witnesses were examined : Joseph Herndon, of South

Carolina ; P. T. Sayre, of Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, July 1, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman pro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and
Beck.
The following witnesses were examined : Elias Bryan, of I^Torth Caro-

lina ; Essex Harris, of North Carolina.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. on

Monday next.

Washington, July 3, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman pro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, and Coburn.
The following witnesses were examined : P. F. Sessions, of Mississippi

;

J. M. Justice, of North Carolina.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. on

Wednesday, the 5th instant.

Washington, July 5, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the
chairman j;ro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, and Coburn.
The following witness was examined : J. M. Justice, of North Caro-

lina, concluded.
Mr. Coburu submitted the following resolution

:
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Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to furnish the com-
mittee with a copy of the reports of General Crawford and his saljordi-

nates, on file in his office, relative to the disorders, violations of law,

and riots, as also the general condition of society in Alabama, during-

the years 1860, 1870, and 1871.

On the question, "Will the subcommittee agree to the resolution!"

a motion w^as made by Mr. Blair that the further consideration of the

same be postponed for the present; which was agreed to.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, July G, 1871.

The sub'-committee met pursuant fo adjournment. Present, the

chairman pro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburu, and
Beck.
The following witnesses were examined : E. W. Pettus, of Alabama;

James L. Pugh, of Alabama.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, Juli/ 7, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man j;ro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburu, and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined : James L. Pugh, of Alabama,

concluded ; Joseph H. Speed, of Alabama ; Alfred Eichardson, of

Georgia.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, July 8, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man jfjro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Coburn, and Beck.
The following witness was examined : K. B. Carpenter, of South Caro-

lina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. on
Monday next.

Washington, July 10, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man 2)ro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined: C. D. Forsythe, of Georgia;

P. M. Slu'ibley, of Georgia.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, July 11, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chnir-

mi\.n pro tempore, (Mr. Poland.) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The Ibllowing witnesses were examined: lion. Peter ]\I. ])ox, of Ala-

bama; George P. Burnett, of Georgia.
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On motion of Mr. Coburn, the sab-committee proceeded to the con-
sideration of the resolution offered by him on the 5th instant.

On the question, " Will the subcommittee agree to the resolutionf
it was determined in the affimative.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, July 12, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man ]i)ro tempore^ (Mr. Poland.) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined : J. B. Eaves, of North Caro-

lina
; Z. B. HargTOve, of Georgia.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, July 13, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man irro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined : Z. B. Hargrove, of Georgia,

concluded ; Judge A. E. Wright, of Georgia.
On motion of Mr. Coburn, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at

12 o'clock m. to-morrow.

Washington, July 14, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man ^jro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The followiug witnesses were examined : Judge A. E. Wright, of Geor-

gia, concluded ; IS". L. Angier, of Georgia ; E. C. Anderson, of Georgia.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, July 15, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man ^rro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The followiug witnesses were examined: J. E. Taliaferro, of Missis-

sippi; A. T. Flowers, of Tennessee; L. A. Bigger, of South Carolina.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. on

Monday next.

Washington, July 17, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man pro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The following witnesses were examined : W. W^. Cbisolm, of Missis-

sippi
;
W. H. Forney, of Alabama.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, J%ily 18, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man ^ro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Cobuvn. and Beck.
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The following witness were examined : H. L. Benning, of Georgia

;

W. W. Paine, of Georgia ; J. S. Morris, of Mississippi.

Mr. Blair submitted the following preamble and resolution :

Whereas indictments have been found against Powell Clayton, late

governor of the State of Arkansas, and others, for alleged frauds and
other wrongful acts committed concerning the election held in that State
last fall for members of Congress, and it being alleged that William G.
Whipple, thedistrict attorney, who was diligently prosecuting the parties

so charged, and General Eobert F. Cattersou, the marshal of the dis-

trict within which the offenses are charged to have been committed, have
been removed from office by the President of the United States, at the
instigation of said Clayton, and that other officers, who will not properly
prosecute the persons so indicted, have been appointed with the view of
covering up the said offenses and screen the offenders : Therefore,

Resolved., That said William G. Whipple and Robert F. Catterson, of
Little Bock, Arkansas, and Stephen G. Wheeler, of Du Vall's Blufl",

Arkansas, who was foreman of the grand jury by which said indictments
"were found, be summoned to appear before this committee forthwith, to

testify in relation to said offenses, and the causes, if any, of their removal,
as well as concerning all the facts relative to which the committee are
instructed to inquire.

On the question "Will the snb-committee agree to the resolution?" a
motion was made by Mr. Coburn, that the further consideration of the
resolution be postponed until the return of the sub-committee now prose-

cuting the investigation in South Carolina; which was agreed to.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, July 19, 1S71.

The sub-committee met i)ursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man pro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The following witness was examined : A. P. Huggins, of Mississippi.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o-clock m. to-

morrow.

WAsniNGTON, July 20, 1S71.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man pro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The following witness was examined: John C. ISTorris, of Georgia.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, July 21, 1871.

The subcommittee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man pro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
The following witness was examined : Cornelius McBride, of Missis-

sippi.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 oclock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, July 22, 1871.

Tiie sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man pro tempore, (Mr. Poland,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, and Beck.
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The following witnesses were examined: James L. Grant, of North
Carolina; Marcus Wells, of North Carolina; J. B. Harrill, of North
Carolina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. on
Monday next.

Note.—The chairman pro tempore (Hon. L. P. Poland) gave notice that
he would be compelled, by urgent j^rivate business, to absent himself
from the future meetings of the sub-committee, and that he had appointed
Hon. C. W. Buckley in his stead.

Washington, July 24, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man jjro tempore^ (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair, Coburu, Beck, and Buckley.
The following witnesses were examined: C. H. Christy, of Georgia;

Thos. Hardeman, jr., of Georgia.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, July 25, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man jpro tempore^ (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair, Coburn, Beck, and Buckley.
The following witnesses were examined: A. B. Rockefellow, of Georgia;

E. E. Holman, of Mississippi.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, July 2G, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man ^ro tempore^ (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair, Coburn, Beck, and Buckley.
The following witnesfses were examined : N. W. Woodtin, of North

Carolina ; iVmbrose E. Wright, of Georgia,
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.

Washington, July 27, 1871.

The sub-comniittee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man pro tempore^ (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair, Coburn, Beck, and Buckley.
The following witness was examined : General John B. Gordon, of

Georgia.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

'morrow.

Washington, July 28, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man ^ro tempore^ (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair, Coburn, Beck, and Buckley.
The following witness was examined: H. W. Guion, of North Caro-

lina.

Mr. Coburn oifered the following resolution

:

Ecsolvcd, That each of the governors of the States named in the reso-
lution authorizing this committee be requested by the chairman to fur-
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nisli a statement of the amount of the jiublic debt of his State contracted
during the war of the rebellion.

On the question, "Will the subcommittee agree to the resolution?"

it vvas determined in the afiirmative.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m, to-

morrow.

• Washington, July 29, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, JJlair, Coburn, Stevenson, Buckley, Beck,
and Van Trump.
The tbllowing witness w\ns examined: F. H. Little, of Mississippi.

Mr. Coburn submitted the following resolution

:

Resolved^ That a sub-committee of three members be authorized to

continue tlie investigation with which the committee is charged, with
full power to summon witnesses, and to meet and adjourn a.s if the entire

committee were present.

On the question, " Will the sub-committee agree to the resolution F
a motion wa's made by Mr. Van Trump to amend the resolution by
making it read as follows

:

Resolved^ That a subcommittee of three members be authorized to

continue the investigation with which the conmiittee is charged, by
examining the witnesses now in attendance and such as have already

been summoned, and that no more be summoned, and that when the

whole number shall have been examined, the sub-committee shall ad-

journ.

On the question, " Will the committee agree to the amendment?"
a motion was made by Mr. Pool to postpone the further consideration

of the amendment, together with the resolution, until 11 o'clock on
Monday next ; which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Stevenson,
Ordered., That in addition to the call upon governors of the States

referred to in the resolution of the 28th instant, for the war debt named
therein, the chairman be directed to include in said call the debt of the
cities of Charleston and New Orleans respectively, at the counnencement
of the war, that contracted during the war, and the present debt of said

cities respectively.

On motion of Mr. Blair,

Ordered., That a subcommittee of three members be appointed by the
chaiiman of this committee, to whom shall be referred the responses of

the executive officers of the several States to the circular of the chair-

man of this committee, as well as the responses in regard to the war
debt referred to in the resolution of the 28th instant, and that ot the
cities of Charleston and New Orleans, referred to in the resolution of
Mr. Stevenson, just adopted; and that it shall be the duty of said sub-
committee to prei)aro a digest of such portions of the same as may relate

to the subject-matter of the investigation by the joint select com-
mittee, and report the same to the meeting on the 2()th of September
next.

On motion of Mr. Coburn,
Ordered., I'hat the (chairman be instructed to employ the stenogra-

phers who have taken the testimony for this committee to prepare a
thorougii index of the same; and that the Congressional Printer be
requested to iiave i)rinted and stitched, for the use ot this committee,
aot to exceed 150 copies of the testimony, according to the suggestions
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of th<? Stenographer, and tliat the chairman make arrangements to have
the same folded and distributed.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m.
on Monday next.

Note.—Messrs. Scott, Stevenson, and Van Trump, sub-committee
appointed to visit the States of li^orth and South Carolina, having
returned to Washington, were present at this meeting.

Washington, July 31, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair

man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool, Blair, Coburn, Stevenson. Buckley,
Beck, and Van Trump.
On motion of IVIr. Van Trump, the sub-committee proceeded to the

consideration of the amendment to Mr. Coburn's resolution oiiered by
him on the 29th instant.

On the question, " Will the sub-committee agree to the amendment F
a motion was made by Mr. Stevenson to amend the amendment by
making it read as follows

:

liesolved, That a sub-committee of three members be authorized to

continue the investigation with which the committee is charged, by
examining the witnesses now in attendance, and such as have been
alreadj' summoned and cannot be countermanded l)y telegraph before

leaving home, and that no more be summoned, and that when this

number shall have been examined, the sab-committee shall adjourn

;

and that this committee do recommend to the general committee the

appointment of a sub-committee, to visit the Southern States, after the
meeting in September next, to examine such witnesses as are thus
countermanded, and such others as they may deem advisable;

Which was agreed to.

And the amendment, as amended, was agreed to.

And the resolution, as amended, vras agreed to.

The chairman appointed Messrs. Pool, Blair, and Buckley said com-
mittee to continue the investigation.

Senator Scott, chairman of the sub-committee that had visited the
State of South Carolina to prosecute the investigation, made a verbal
report.

Whereupon it was z

Ordered, That the testimony taken by said sub-committee be incor-

porated with that taken by the committee holding sessions in Washing-
ton, and reported to the general committee on the 20th of September
next.

A motion was made by j\Ir. Blair that the committee proceed to the
cousideratiou of the preamble and resolution oftered hy him on the 18th
instant; which was agreed to.

On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution"?" a
motion was made by Mr. Stevenson to postpone the farther considera-
tion of the same until the 2()th of September next.

On the question, "Will the committee agree so to postpone?" the
yeas and nays were required, and were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Buckley, Coburn, Stevenson, and Scott, (chairman)— 4.

Nays—Messrs. Beck, Blair, Pool, and Van Trump—4.

So the question v/as determined in the negative.
The question recurring, "Will the committee agree to the resolution?'^
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a motion was made by Mr. Cobiirn to amend tlie same by striking out
all of tbe preamble, and making the resobition read as follows:

Resolved., That William G. Whipple and Robert F. Catterson, of Little

Eock, Arkansas, and Stephen G. Wheeler, of Dn Vall's Bluff, Arkansas,
be summoned to appear before this committee on the 20th of September
next; which was agreed to.

And the resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The chairman announced Messrs. Pool, Buckley, and Beck as the
committee to prepare the digest of responses of the governors of the
Southern States, referred to in the resolution adopted on the 29th
instant.

The chairman announced that, the business of the sub-committee of
eight having now been concluded, the investigation would be continued
by the sub-committee of three members just api^ointed.

Whereupon said sub-committee of three was called to order by its

chairman, Mr. Pool.

The following witness was examined : Giles Leitch, of North Carolina.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.

to-morrow.

Washington, August 1, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair and Buckley.
The following witness was examined: Charles Baskerville, of Missis-

sippi.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.
to-morrow.

Washington, Awjust 2, 1871.

The subcommittee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair and Buckley.
The following witness was examined: Plato Durham, of North Caro-

lina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m.
to-morrow.

Washington, August 3, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair and Buckley.
TJie lollowing witness was examijied: Samuel F. Eice, of Alabama.
On motion^ the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock ra.

to-morrow.

Washington, August 4, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair and BuclcJey.

The following witnesses were examined: 11. B. Whitfield, of Missis-

sippi; Lieutenant George B. Pickett, of Mississippi.

1
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On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m^

to-morrow.

Washington, August 5, 1871.

The sub committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Blair and Buckley.

Xo witnesses being in attendance,

On motiou, the sub-committee adjourned sine die.

SUB-COMMITTEE TO MAKE DIGEST.

Washington, September 13, 1871.

The sub-committee appointed to make a digest of the reports of the
executive officers of the late iusurrectionary States, furnished agreeably
to the circular letter of the chairman, met, in accordance with arrange-
ment. Present, Messrs. Pool, Buckley, and Beck.
By consent, the following division of States was made:
The reports from Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and

Florida were assigned to Mr. Pool.

The reports from Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi were assigned
to Mr. Buckley.
The reports from Georgia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and Texas were

assigned to Mr. Beck.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned to meet on Saturday, the 16th

instant.

Washington, September 16, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, Messrs.
Pool, Buckley, and Beck.

After consultation and an interchange of views, the sub-committee
adjourned to meet at 12 o'clock m., on Monday, the 18th instant.

Washington, September. IS, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, Messrs.
Pool, Buckley, and Beck.

After consultation and an interchange of views, the sub-committee
adjourned to meet at 12 o'clock m. on to-morrow.

Washington, September 19, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, Messrs.
Pool, Buckley, and Beck.
The sub-committee unanimously agreed upon a report to be submitted

to the joint select committee at the meeting on to-morrow, and filed the
same with the clerk of the committee.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned sine die.

39 K K
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JOll^T SELECT COMMITTEE.

Washington, September 20, 1871.

The joint select committee met pursuant to the resolution of May 19th,

adjourning the committee until this day. Present, the chairman, (Mr.

Scott,) Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Pool, Poland, Maynard, Scolield, Coburn,
Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing, Cox, Beck, and Waddell.
The chairman inlbrmed the committee that he had received telegrams

from Messrs. Bice, Pratt, Van Trump, and Voorhees, (members of the

committee,) that they were en route for Washington, but were detained

by missing a railroad connection.

The chairman also stated that the sub committee of eight desired

time for consultation, in order to agree upon a report to be made to the

joint committee, agreeably to the resolution of May 10, 1871.

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Blair, the joint select committee ad-

journed to meet at 12 o'clock m., to-morrow.

Washington, September 21, 1871.

The joint select committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present,

the chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Chandler, Rice, Bayard, Blair, Pool,

Pratt, Poland, Maynard, Scofield, Coburn, Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing,

Cox, Beck, Voorhees, Van Trump, and Waddell.
Mr. Scott, chairman of the sub-committee of eight, appointed under

the resolution of May 19, to proceed with the investigation, &c., made
a report agreeably to the requirements of said resolution. He also sub-

mitted a telegram received from Governor Scott, of South Carolina,

stating that a report of the debt of South Carolina would be forwarded
by next mail.

On motion, said report was laid upon the table.

Mr. Stevenson submitted the following resolution:

Resolved, That the sub-committee of three heretofore api)oiuted to

prepare a digest of oflQcial documents relating to the debts of the States

and cities named, and the rates of taxation therein, and of the State laws
regulating elections, be re-appointed ; and that the reports submitted by
said sub-committee be recommitted to it ; and that said sub-committee
proceed to procure such additional official documents and information as

may be material to their inquiry, and rei^ort to the committee a digest

of the laws of the several States regulating elections therein, and also

a digest of the debts of said States and cities, and the rates of taxation

therein.

On the question, "AVill the comnnttee agree to the resolution?" a
motion was made by Mr. Cox to amend the resolution by adding at the

end thereof the following: 'and there shall be printed twenty copies of

the report of the sub-committee to digest the responses of the executive
oflBcers of the several States, which have been furnished, and also of the

manuscrii)t re]tort of said committee as to each State, for the use of the

members of tlie joint committee, and that the subject-matter of said

reports be re(;ommittod to said committee for revision."

On tlu; (juestioii, " Will the conamittee agree to the amendment?" the

yeas and nays were required, and were as ibllows:

Yeas: Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Beck, Cox, Van Trump, Voorhees, and
Waddell—7.

Nays : Messrs. Buckley, Chandler, Coburn, Lansing, Maynard, Poland,
Pool, Pratt, Bice, Scofield, Stevenson, and Scott, (chairman)—12.

So the question was determined in the negative.
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The question recurring, " Will tbe committee agree to the resolution?"

A motion was made bj^ Mr. Bayard to amend the resolution by sub-

stituting the following:

Whereas all the testimony of every nature heretofore taken by this

committee, or any sub-'committee thereof, has been printed tor the in-

formation of the joint committee : Therefore,

Besolved, That the evidence touching the debts, election laws, &c., in

the Southern States, taken before and reported by the sub-committee of

three, be printed, and that the sub-committee be continued.

On the question, " Will the committee agree to the amendment?" the
yeas and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas : Messrs. Bavard, Beck, Blair, Cox, Van Trump, Voorliees, and
Waddell—7.

Nays: Messrs. Buckley, Chandler, Coburn, Lansing, Maynard, Poland,
Pool, Pratt, Eice, Scofield, Stevenson, and Scott, (chairman)—12.

So the question was determined in the negative.

The question again recurring, "Will the committee agree to the reso-

lution?" it was determined in the affirmative.

Mr. Poland submitted the following resolution:

Besolved, That a sub-committee of three members be sent into the

States of Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee, to take testimony in said

States; another sub-committee of three to the States of Georgia and
Florida, to take testimony in said States; another sub-committee of
three to the States of Isorth Carolina and South Carolina, to take testi-

mony in said States. All the testimony taken by said committee to be
reported to the full committee at their next meeting.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution'?" a

motion was made by Mr. Blair to amend the resolution by striking

out the word " three" wherever it occurs in the resolution, and inserting

in lieu thereof the word "five," and by inserting before the words "all

the testimony" the following: "and another sub-committee of five to the
States of Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas, to take testimony in said

States."

On the motion, "Will the committee agree to the amendment?" the
yeas and nays were required, and were as follows:

Yeas: Messrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Cox, Van Trump, Yoorhees, and
Waddell—7.

Nays: Messrs. Buckley, Coburn, Lansing, Maynard, Poland, Pool,

Pratt, Eice, Scofield, Stevenson, and Scott, (chairman)—11.

So the question was determined in the negative.

The question recurring, "Will the committee agTce to the resolution?"

a motion was made by Mr. Blair to amend the resolution by substituting

the following

:

Mesoived, That a sub-committee of five members be appointed to take
testimony in the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida, and another sub-committee of five members to take testimony
in the States of Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi, and to report the
testimony taken by them to the full committee at their next meeting.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the amendment?" the

yeas and nays were required, and were as follows:

Yeas : Messrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Cox, Lansing, Poland, Pool, Rice,

Scofield, Stevenson, Van Trump, Voorhees, Waddell, and Scott, (chair-

man)—14.

Nays: Messrs. Buckley, Chandler, Coburn, Maynard, and Pratt—5.

So the question was determined in the affirmative, and the resolution
as amended was adopted.
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Mr. Blair submitted the following resolution

:

Eesolved, That a sub-comuiittee of five members be appointed to visit

the States of Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, and Virginia, and make re-

port—Virginia having been inserted at the instance of Mr. Stevenson.

On the question, " Will the committee agree to the resolution?" the

yeas and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas : Messrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Cox, Eice, Van Trump, Voorhees,
and Waddell—8.

Nays : Messrs. Buckley, Chandler, Coburn, Lansing, Maynard, Poland,
Pool, Pratt, Scofield, Stevenson, and Scott, (chairman)—11.

So the question was determined in the negatives,

Mr. Bayard submitted the following resolution

:

Whereas it is notorious that during the present summer there has
been military interference with the citizens of Louisiana at the city of

New Orleans : Therefore,

Eesolved, That the sub-committee which has been appointed to exam-
ine into the affairs of the States of Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee
make inquiry and report upon the alleged interference by the military

at New Orleans, visiting New Orleans for that purpose.

On the question, " Will the committee agree to the resolution ? " the

yeas and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas : Messrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Cox, Van Trump, Voorhees, and
Waddell—7.

Nays : Messrs. Buckley, Chandler, Coburn, Lansing, Maynard, Poland,
Pool, Pratt, Kice, Scofield, Stevenson, and Scott, (chairman)—12.

So the question was determined in the negative.

On motion of Mr. Scofield,

Ordered, That the chairman of the joint committee (Mr. Scott) and
the chairman of the House committee (Mr. Poland) be authorized to

appoint the committees to visit the States of North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and the States of Tennessee, Alabama,
and Mississippi, and that either or both of said chairmen shall be a
member or members of said committee or committees, if it shall be his

or their pleasure to act in that capacity.

On motion of Mr. Poland,
Ordered, That the chail-man of the joint committee (Mr. Scott) and

Messrs. Pool and Blair be a sub-committee to examine the witnesses

now in attendance.
On motion of Mr. Blair,

Ordered, That, in the event of any of the executive officers of the

States or cities embraced in the resolution authorizing this inquiry refuse

or neglect to furnish the information that may be called lor by the sub-

committee appointed to make further eftbrt to obtain documentary and
other ofiicial information in relation to the affairs of said States and
cities, said sub-committee is hereby authorized to visit the State or

States, city or cities in which said officer or officers reside, and to obtain
the desired information in such manner and by the use of such means
iis said sub-committee may deem advisable.

On motion of Mr. Bayard,
Ordered, That, in the event of a vacancy occurring in either of the

sub-committees that have been or may be appointed, the sub-committee
in which said vacancy may occur is hereby authorized to fill said

vacancy.
On motion of Mr. Scofield, the committee adjourned until 12 o'clock

m. to-morrow.
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Washington, Septemher 22, 1871.

The committee met i^ursnant to adjournment : Present, the chairman,

(Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Rice, Bhiir, Bayard, Pool, Pratt, Poland, Maynard,
Scofield, Coburn, Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing, Cox, Beck, Yoorhees,

Van Trump, and Waddell.
On motion of Mr. Bice,

Ordered, That Stephen Wheeler, of Du Vall's Bluff, Arkansas, having
been subpoenaed, by mistake, to appear before this committee as a wit-

ness, that said Wheeler be discharged, and his per diem and mileage

be paid.

Mr, Buckley having asked to be excused as a member of the sub-

committee to make a digest of the responses of the executive officers of

the late insurrectionary States,

On motion,
Ordered, That he be so excused.

A motion was made by Mr, Bayard, that when the joint committee
adjourns to-day, it shall adjourn to meet on the first day of the next

meeting of Congress, or at the call of the chairman.

On the question, "Will the committee agree to the motion?" it was
determined in the negative.

The chairman announced the following sub-committees under the

resolution authorizing sub-committees to be sent to certain Southern

States to take testimony

:

Stih-committee to visit the States of North Carolina, South Carolina,

Georgia, and Florida—Messrs, Maynard, Scofield, Lansing, Bayard, and
Voorhees.

Suh-commiftee to visit the States of Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi—
Messrs. Pratt, Eice, Buckley, Blair, and Robinson,

On motion of Mr, Rice,

The joint committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m, to-morrow.

Whereupon,
The sub-committee appointed to examine the witnesses now present

was called to order by the chairman. Present, the chairman, (Mr.

Scott,) Messrs, Pool and Blair,

On motion of Mr, Blair, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at the

call of the chairman.

Washington, September 23, 1871.

The committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chairman,

(Mr, Scott,) Messrs, Chandler, Rice, Bayard, Blair, Pool, Pratt, Poland,

Maynard, Scofield, Coburn, Stevenson, Buckley, Lansing, Cox, Beck,

Voorhees, Van Trump, and Waddell,
Mr, Pool submitted the following preamble and resolution :

Whereas F, N. Strudwick, of Hillsborough, Korth Carolina, D, Schenck,

of Liucolntou, North Carolina, David Gist, of Union County, South Car-

olina, and Clayton Camp, of Spartanburgh County, South Carolina, were
respectively duly summoned to appear before the subcommittee of the

joint select committee to inquire into the condition of the late insur-

rectionary States, and have severally failed to appear before said sub-

committee, pursuant to said respective summonses: Therefore,

Resolved, That the chairman of said joint select committee be in-

structed to report the foregoing recited facts to the Senate, at such time

during the next session of Congress as he may deem advisable, and to

request, in behalf of this committee, that the President of the Senate
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issue his several warrants, directed to the Sergeant-at-Arms, for the
arrest of said witnesses, to answer lor their contempt of the authority
of Congress.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution? " it was

determined in the affirmative.

On the question, ''Will the committee agree to the preamble?" a mo-
tion was made by Mr. Poland to amend the preamble by striking out the
names of F. N. Strudwick and David Schenck.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the amendment?" the

yeas and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas.—Messrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Cox, Pratt, Van Trump, Yoor-
hees, and Waddell—8.

]!:^AYS.—Messrs. Buckley, Chandler, Coburn, Lansing, Maj^nard, Po-
land, Pool, Eice, Scotield, Stevenson, and Scott (chairman)—11.

So the question was determined in the negative.

The question recurring, "Will the committee agree to the preamble? "

a motion was made by Mr. Poland to amend the same by striking out
the name of David Scbeuck.
On the question, "Will the committee agree to the amendment ? " the

yeas and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas: Messrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Buckley, Cox, Poland, Pratt,

Eice, Scofield, Van Trump, Voorhees, W^addell, and Scott, (chair-

man)—13.

Nays : Messrs. Chandler, Coburn, Lansing, Maynard, Pool, and Ste-

venson—6.

So the question was determined in the affirmative, and the preamble,
as amended, was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Coburn,
Ordered, That David Schenck, of Liucolnton, North Carolina, and

James W. Avery, of Yorkville, South Carolina, be summoned to appear
before this committee, at their meeting, on the lirst day of the next ses-

sion of Congress.
On motion of Mr, Bayard,

Ordered, That a copy of the preamble and resolution just adopted, in

regard to David Gist, of Union County, South Carolina, Clayton Camp,
of Si)artanburgh County, South Carolina, and F. N. Strudwick, of Hills-

borough, North Carolina, be forwarded to each by mail to their respect-

ive addresses.

On motion of Mr. Blair,

Ordered, That Eobert F. Catterson, of Little Eock, Arkansas, be sum-
moned to appear before the joint committee, at their meeting, on the

first day of the next session of Congress.

The chairman announced that he liad appointed Hon. Job E. Steven-

son as a member of the sub-committee to make a digest of the res})onses

of executive oflicers of the Southern States, in place of Hon. C. W. Buck-
ley, excused.
On motion of Mr. Chandler, the joint select committee adjourned to

meet on the first day of the next session of Congress, or at the call of

the chairman.
Whereupon the sub-committee, consisting of Mr. Scott, (chairman,)

Messrs. Pool and Blair, appointed to examine the witnesses now in at-

tendance, was called to order by the chairman.
The following witnesses were examined: W. L. Saunders, of North

Carolina ; Edward Wlieeler, of Arkansas.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. to-

morrow.
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Washington, September 25, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Pool and Blair.

The following witness was examined : William G. Whipple, of Ar-
kansas.
There being no other witness in attendance,
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned sine die.

SUB-COM]\nTTEB TO MAKE DIGEST.

Washington, September 25, 1871.

The sub-committee appointed to procure further documentary and
other official information from the executive officers of the late insurrec-

tionary States, agreeably to the resolution of the joint select committee
of the'21st instant, met pursuant to the call of the chairman. Present,

the chairman, (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
Mr. Stevenson submitted the following resolution:

Eesolved, That the chairman (Mr. Pool) be instructed to prepare a cir-

cular letter, asking for information relative to the subject-matter of in-

quiry, and have the same printed and furnished members of this sub-

committee, for sending to such parties as may be likely to furnish the

information, and that the chairman be instructed to proceed at once to

collect all.information from any source for the use of the committee, and
to digest and i>repare the same for the action of this sub-committee at its

next meeting.
Resolved, That when this sub-committee adjourns, it shall adjourn to

meet at the city of Washington on the 1st day of November next.

On the question, "Will the sub-committee agree to the resolutions!"

it was determined in the affirmative.

Whereupon, on motion, the sub-committee adjourned to meet on the
day named.

Washington, November 1, 1871.

The sub-committee appointed to i)rocure further documentary and
other official information from the executive officers of the late insur-

rectionary States, agreeably to the resolution of the joint select com-
mittee of the 21st of September, 1871, met pursuant to the resolution of

adjournment of September 25, 1871. Present, the chairman (Mr. Pool)

and Mr. Stevenson.
After consultation, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock

m. to-morrow.

Washington, November 2, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man (Mr. Pool) and Mr. Stevenson.
After consultation, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock

m. to-morrow.
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Washington, Novemher 3, 1871.

The sub-committee met liursuaut to adjoniumeiit. Present, tlie chair-

man (Mr. Pool) and Mr. Stevenson.
On motion.

Ordered, That Hon. Job E. Stevenson be instructed to prepare and
have printed a circular letter, to be sent to the executive officers of the
States under investigation, asking a response to the inquiries, heretofore

made, by the 15th instant, and that Mr. Stevenson r(^main in the city of

Washiiigtou, for the purpose of pursuing tlie investigation and obtain-

ing the information from the States.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 12 o'clock m. on
the 15th instant.

Washington, D. C, Novemher 15, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, Mr. Ste-

venson and Mr. Beck.
After consultation and an interchange of views, the sub-committee

adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. on to-morrow.

Washington, Novemher IG, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, Mr. Pool,
(chairman,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange of

views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. to-

morrow.

Washington, Novemher 17, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After, an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange

of views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. to-

morrow.

Washington, Novemher 18, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-
man, (Mr, Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson" and Beck.

After an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange
of views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. on
Monday.

Washington, Novemher 20, 18?1.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair
man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of rei)orts, consultation, and an interchange

of views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. to
morrow.
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Washington, Novemher 21, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange

of views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. to-

morrow.

Washington, November 22, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
Alter an examination of reports, consultatiou, and an interchange of

views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. to-mor-
row.

Washington, Novemher 23, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange

of views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock to mor-
row.

Washington, Novemher 24, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange

of views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. to-

morrow.

Washington, Novemher 25, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of reports, cousultation, and an interchange

of views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. on
Monday.

Washington, Novemher 27, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange of

views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. to-mor-
row.

Washington, Novemher 28, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange of

views, the sub-committee. adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. to-mor-
row.



G18 JOUENAL OF THE COMMITTEE.

Washington, November 29, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and B^ck.
After an exaininatiou of reports, consultation, and an interchange of

views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. on Fri-

day, December 1, 1871.

Washington, Becemher 1, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange of

views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet af 11 o'clock a. m. to-mor-
row.

Washington, December 2, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Pool,) and Messrs. Stevenson and Beck.
After an examination of reports, consultation, and an interchange of

views, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. on
Monday.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE.

Washington, December 4, 1871.

The joint select committee met pursuant to the adjournment of Sep-
tember 23, 1871. There not being a quorum of members present,
On motion, the committee adjourned, to meet at the call of the, chair-

man.

Washington, December 6, 1871.

The joint select committee met pursuant to the call of the chairman.
Present, the chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs, Blair, Butler, Chandler,
Coburn, Farnsworth, Cox, Lansing, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Pratt, Eice,
Eobinson, Stevenson, Van Trump, and Ilauks.
The chairman submitted the report which he intended to present to

tlie Senate, in the cases of David Gist and Clayton Camp, of South
Carolina, agreeably to the instructions of the committee embraced in
the resolution of the committee adopted September 23, 1871.
Whereupon a motion was made by Mr. Blair to reconsider the vote'

by which the resolution was passed, instructing the chairman to report
to the Senate that said witnesses were in contempt and to ask for their
arrest..

On the question, " Will the committee agree to the motion to recon
sider ?

"

It was determined in the negative.
The chairman also submitted the report ho intended to present to the

Senate, in the case of W. L. Saunders, of North Carolina, a witness who
was examined on the 23d of September, 1871, and who had refused to
answer questions put to him by the chairman of the joint select Com-
mittee.
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Wliereiipon,
On motion of Mr. Lansings,

Ordered, That the ^chairman be instructed to present to tlie Senate
the concurrent resolutiou.s attached to the foregoing reports, looking to

the arrest of said contumacious witnesses.

On motion,
Ordered^ That in the case of F. lljf. Strudwick, of North Carolina, a

new subpoena issue and be served upon him to appear before the com-
mittee and testify, he having been informed by the Sergeant-at-Arms of

the Senate that he need not appear in obedience to a former subpoena.

The chairman also submitted a communication from A. J. Riddick,

esq., clerk of United States circuit court at Raleigh, North Carolina,

in reply to a letter addressed to him by the chairman, requesting a
statement giving the number of defendants convicted, acquitted, &c.,

in the recent trials at Raleigh.
On motion,

Ordered, That the communication of Mr. Riddick be printed with the
North Carolina testimony.
The chairman also presented the statement of Edward Wheeler, of

Arkansas, relative to his printed testimony, and desiring to correct the
same.

On motion of Mr. Rice,

Ordered, That the chairman be requested to ask from Congress an
immediate appropriation of $40,000, to pay off the unpaid balance of
expenses incurred by the committee, over and above the appropriations
heretofore made, and to meet the probable expenses that will be in-

curred in the further prosecution of the investigation with which the
committee is charged.

On motion of Mr. Chandler,
Ordered, That the chairman of the committee (Mr. Scott) and Messrs.

Poland, Pool, Blair, and Waddell be a sub-committee to examine the
witnesses now present and awaiting examination, and those who may
hereafter appear, in obedience to the summonses of the committee.

Mr. Poland submitted the following resolutions, offered in the House of
Representatives, and which were referred to this committee

:

Resolution of Mr. Stevenson, calling upon the President for informa-
tion relative to the security of life, person, and property in the State of
Kentucky.

Resolution of Mr. Beck, calling upon the President for his authority
for suspending the writ of habeas corjyus in certain counties in the State
of South Carolina.

Mr. Stevenson submitted the following resolution for consideration :

Resolved, That we recommend the removal of all legal and political

disabilities ; and that the act entitled "An act to enforce the provisions
of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States,

and for other purposes," be so amended as to extend the time for the
operation of the fourth section of said act ; and to provide that each
and every officer and member of the Ka-Klux Klan, in any of its forms,
degrees, or connecting or co-operating orders, or of any other treasou-
a^ble association, shall be guilty of a felony, and shall be held civilly

and criminally responsible for all the acts of said Klan or order.

On motion,
Ordered, That, at the request of Mr. Blair, the minority be allowed a

clcrlv for one month, to assist in making minority report to be submitted
to Congress.
On motion, the committee adjourned, to meet at the call of the chair-

man.
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SUB-COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE WITNESSES.

Washington, D. C, December 7, 1871.

The-sub-committee of the joint select committee appointed, by res-

olution of December 6, 1871, to examine witnesses, &c., met pursuant to

the call of the chairman. Present, the chairman, (Mr. Scott,) and Messrs.
Pool, Blair, Poland, and Waddell.
On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at 10 o'clock a. m.

to-morrow.

Washington, D, C, Decemher 8, 1871.

The sub-committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Scott,) and Messrs. Pool, Blair, Poland, and Waddell.
The following witness was examined : David Scheuck, of Lincolnton,

North Carolina.

On motion, the sub-committee adjourned, to meet at the call of the
chairman.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE.

Washington, D. C, Decemher 21, 1871.

The joint select committee met pursuant to the call of the chairman.
Present, the chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Cox, Poland,
Pool, Prate, Kice, Stevenson, Van Trump, and Waddell.

Mr. Mayuard's report, as chairman of the sub-committee appointed to

take testimony in the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia,
and Florida, was submitted by the chairman, (Mr. Scott.)

On motion, the report was read, accepted, and ordered to be filed.

Mr. Pratt, chairman of the sub-committee appointed to take testimony
in the States of Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi, presented a report,

from which it appeared that, during the investigation, Mr. Blair ha<l

tiled exceptions to the ruling of the chairman in relation to the admission
of certain testimony and the exclusion of other testimony, as follows

:

1st. At Demopolis, Alabama, on October 20, 1871, Francis J. Lyon
was called by the minority, and examined in chief. On October 27 the
witness was recalled, and submitted a written statement of his testimony
of the day previous, wliich was more carefully worded. He desired the
same to be substituted for the reported testimony. To this there was
no objection made. Mr. Blair, however, viewing his oral evidence as
more full and specific, moved that it also be preserved in the record.

The motion was overruled, and the substitute prepared by the witness
was ordered to be inserted in the record. Mr. Blair excepted, and
appealed to the general committee.
On the question, " Will the joint committee sustain the ruling of the

chairman of the sub-committee, (Mr. Pratt,) in excluding from the record
the oral testimony of Mr. Lyon, and substituting his written statement?"
the yeas and nays were required, and were as follows:
Yeas—Messrs. Poland, Pool, Pratt, llice, Stevenson, and Scott,

(chairman)—G.

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Cox, Van Trump, and Waddell—5.

So the (juestion was determined in the affirmative.
2d. At Livingston, Alabama, on November 2,.1871, Samuel A. Hale
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was called as a witness by the minority, and asked if he had written a
letter on the political condition of the country to Hon. Henry Wilson,
in January, 1868. He produced the letter, and Mr. Blair offered it as

part of the testimony. It was excluded. Mr. Blair excepted, and
appealed to the general committee.
On the question, "Will the joint committee sustain the ruliug of the

chairman of the sub-committee (Mr. Pratt) in excluding the letter of
Mr. Hale!" it was determined in the negative.

Ordered, That said letter be incorporated in the testimony of Mr. Hale.
3d. At Columbus, Mississippi, on November 4, 1871, Samuel J. Gholsou,

E. O. lieyuolds, and other witnesses, testified to the correctness of a
printed report of the Ku-Klux trials at Oxford, Mississippi, (United
States vs. Walton et al.) Mr. Blair offered it in evidence, except that
part containing the argument of counsel. It was excluded. Mr. Blair
excepted, and apj)ealed to the general committee.
On the question, "Will the joint committee sustain the ruliug of the

chairman of the sub-committee, (Mr. Pratt,) in excluding the report of
said trials"?" it was determined in the negative.

Ordered, That said report, exclusive of the argument of counsel, be
incorporated in the testimony.
4th. x\t Columbus, Mississippi, on November 16, 1871,W. H. Humphries

was called by the minority, and testified to the Ijad character ot Henry
B. Whitfield, a witness called by the majority, and exhibited a copy of
an indictment against Whitfield. Mr. Blair offered it in evidence. It

was excluded. Mr. Blair excepted, and appealed to the general com-
mittee.

On the question, "Will the joint committee sustain the ruling of the
chairman of the sub-committee (Mr. Pratt) in excluding the said copy
of an iudictment?" the yeas and nays were required, and were as
follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Poland, Pool, Pratt, Eice, Stevenson, and Scott,
(chairman)—6.

Nays—Messrs. Bayard, Blair, Cox, Van Trump, and Waddell—5.

So the question was determined in the affirmative.

The chairman submitted a communication addressed to him by Hon.
Powell Clayton, of Arkansas, asking to have witnesses, to be named by
him, summoned before the committee, with the view of answering the
charges made against him in certain testimony already given before
the committee.
Whereupon the following resolution was submitted by Mr. Blair:
Resolved, That the committee report the testimony taken before the

committee, affecting Senator Clayton and Mr. Edwards, a Eepresenta-
tive from Arkansas, to the Senate and House of Eepresentatives, with
a recommendation that each House take such action as it may deem
proper.

On the question, "Will the committee agree to the resolution?" it

was determined in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Blair,

Ordered, That Eobert F. Catterson, of Arkansas, a witness now
awaiting examination, be discharged, and that he be paid his bill of
costs.

On motion, the joint committee adjourned, to meet at the call of the
chairman.
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Washington, D. C, January 23, 1872.

The joint select committee met pursuant to the call of the chairman.

Present, the chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Beck, Blair, Chandler,

Coburn, Cox, Lansing, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Eice, Scofield, Steven-

son, Van Trump, Hanks, and Waddeil.
The chairman laid before the committee a communication from the

clerk of the circuit court of the United States at Columbia, South Caro-

lina, ceititying to the number of indictments found by the grand jury

at the late term of said court, and other information touching the same,
under the enforconent act of May 31, 1870, and the act to enforce the

fourteenth amendm(;nt, approved April 20, 1871.

Also, the oflicial report of Colonel Lewis Merrill, commanding post

at Yor]i:ville, South Carolina, relative to his operations in aid of the

civil authorities.

Whereupon a motion was made by Mr. Coburn that said official

papers be received and r)rinted with the report of the committee to

both Houses of Congress.
On the fpiestion, " Will the committee agree to the motion ? " a motion

was made by Mr. Blair to postpone the further consideration of the

motion until the next meeting of the committee; Avhich was agreed to.

A motion was made by Mr. Maynard that the chairman of this com-
mittee be directed to obtain from the Department of Justice copies of

the reports on file of the recent trials in the circuit court of the United
States, at Kaleigh, North Carolina, and Columbia, South Carolina, for

violations of the enforcement act of May 31, 1870, and the act to enforce

the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution of the United States,

approved April 20, 1871.

On the question, " Will the committee agree to the motion V a motion
was made by Mr. Blair to amend the motion, by substituting the reso-

lution offered in the House of Eepreseutatives by Mr. Beck, calling upon
the President for his authority for suspending the writ of habeas corpus

in certain counties in the State of South Carolina, which resolution had
been referred to this committee by the House of llepresentatives.

On the question, "Will the committee agree so to amend?" The yeas
and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Beck, Blair, Cox, Van Trumx), Hanks, and Wad-
dell—G.

Nays—Messrs. Chandler, Lansing, Maynard^ Poland, Pool, Eice, Ste-

venson, and Scott, (chairman)—8.

So the (jucstion was determined in the negative ; and the motion of
Mr. Maynard was agreed to.

On motion, the committee proceeded to the consideration of the reso-

lution offered by Mr. Beck in the House of Eepresentatives, and
referred to Ihis committee; and also to the consideration of the resolu-

tion offerrod by Mr. Stevenson in the House of Eepresentatives, and
referrAl to tliis committee, said resolutions being as follows:
Mr. Beck's resolution

:

Resolved, Tliat tho President of tljc United States bo, and lie is hereby, requested to
inform this House nnder wliut provisions of tlie law of April 20, 1871, if an.y, and, if

not under that law, hy what authority, he has eansed the Constitution and laws of the
United States, and the eonstitution and laws of tiie State of South Carolina, to be set
a8id(!, and martial law dcelared, and the writ of hal/cci.'^ corpm suspended in Spartau-
burjih, Union, and seven other eounties in the State of South Carolina, whereby the
courts and civil authorities are unable to afford protection to the lives, liberties, and
rights of the jjcople therein, and all of them left at the mercy of sueh military subor-
dinates as he has seen or may see lit to place over them. He is specially requested
to lay before this House all the acts of insurrection, resistance, or opiiositiou to the
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Jaws of the United States committed in each of those counties at any time after the 20th
of April, 1S71, prior to the date of his proclamation of martial law, giving the char-

acter of the offenses, the facts relative thereto, and the names of the offenders so far

as ascertained. He is further requested to lay hefore the House any cases of resistance

to the execution of the process of the civil courts, or the ofiQcers cither of the United
States or of the State of South Carolina, hy any of the citizens of any of the counties

in "which the guarantees of constitutional liherty have hcen annulled by his procla-

mation aforesaid since the passage of the act of April 20, 1871, aforesaid; and that
he give the names of all of said citizens who have been arrested or imprisoned under
and by virtue of the aiithority conferred by his proclamation, with the violations of
law with which each is charged, and the dates, at which it is alleged they com-
mitted the offenses for which they were so arrested and imprisoned ; and that he give
this House full information as to all the statements of fact ou which he acted in issu-

ing his proclamation aforesaid, giving the names of his informants, their statements
when made to him in writing, and the substance of them when made verbally, so that
this House can determine what steps are necessary to restore to the citizens of the
counties aforesaid, and especially to those who are not guilty of offenses against the
United States, the equal protection of tho laws with the iieople of other portions of the
country, under the forms prescribed by the Constitution of the United States.

Mr. Stevenson's resolution

:

Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, reqiiested to

communicate to this House any information he may have relative to the security of
life, person, and property in the State of Kentucky.

On the motion, " Will tlie committee agree to recommend to the House
of Eepresentatives the adoption of said resolutions?" a motion was
made by Mr. Stevenson to recommend to the House of Eepresentatives

the adoption of the following resolution, as a substitute for the foregoing

resolutions of Mr. Beck and Mr. Stevenson, which were referred to this

committee

:

Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, requested to
communicate to the House of- Representatives all information in his possession upon
which he acted in exercising the powers conferred upon him by the third and fourth

sections of the act of Congress approved April 20, 1871, entitled "An act to enforce the
provisions of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, and
for other purposes," so far as the same have been exercised in reference to portions of

the State of South C aroiina ; also the names of all personswho have been arrested in that
State in pui'suance of the authority conferred by said act ; the names of those arrested

who have voluntarily confessed that they are or were members of the combination and
conspiracy forbidden' and made penal by said act ; the number and names of those who
have been paroled to appear when required ; the number and character of the offenses

forbidden by said act and the act of May 31, 1870, which, are shown by such confessions

or other information, that have been committed in the respective counties in which the
privileges of the writ of habeas corpus have been suspended in said State of South Caro-
lina, with the date of all such alleged offenses, and all other information wdiich, in his

judgment, will convey a correct knowledge of the existing state of society, of the exe-

cution of the laws, and of the security of life, person, and property in said counties
;

and also such information as he may have relative to the operation and enforcement ef
the act of Congress approved April 20, 1871, and the act of Congress approved 3Iay 31,

1870, in the States of North Carolina and Mississippi, with tho number and names of
persons who have been arrested, bound over, or indicted, and of those who have been
convicted or have plead guilty, with their sentences ; and all information he may have
relative to the doings of the " Lowry gang," and other outlaws in North Carolina, with
the number and names of such persons as have confessed themselves guilty of a viola-

tion of the provisions of said acts ; and also such information as he may have relating
to the security of life, person, and property in the States of Kentucky, Arkansas,
Louisiana, and Texas, including all information in his possession relative to the exist-

ing conflict between the otHce-holdcrs in Louisiana.

On the question, "Will the committee agree to so recommend?" a
motion was made by Mr. Beck to amend said substitute for the resolu-

tions of Mr. Beck and Mr. Stevenson, which were offered in the House
of Eepresentatives, and referred to this committee, by striking out the
word " Kentucky."
On the question, "Will the committee agree to so ameuil?" the yeas

and nays were required, and were as ibllows:

Yeas—Messrs. Beck, Blair, Cox, Van Trump, Hanks, and Wad-
dell—6.
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Xays—Messrs. Chandler, Lansing, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Rice, Sco-

field, Stevenson, and Scott, (chairman)—9.

So the question was determined in the negative.

The question recurring, ''Will the committee agree to recommend to

the House of Eepresentatives the adoption of the foregoing substitute?"

a motion was made by Mr. Blair to amend the substitute by inserting

the word "Indiana" after the word "Kentucky."
On the question, " Will the committee agree to so amend"?" the yeas

and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas—^Messrs. Beck, Blair, Cox, Van Trump, Hanks, and Waddell—6.

jSfAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Rice, Scofield, Ste-

venson, and Scott, (chairman)—8.

So the question was determined in the negative.

The question again recurring, "Will the committee agree to recom-

mend the substitute?" a motion was made by Mr. Blair to amend the

substitute by inserting the word " Ohio" after the word " Kentucky."
On the question, "Will the committee agree to so amend?" the yeas

and nays were required, and were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Beck, Blair, and Hanks—3.

Nays—Messrs. Chandler, Cox, Lansing, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Rice,

Scofield, Stevenson, Van Trump, Waddell, and Scott, (chairman)—12.

So the question was determined in the negative.

The question again recurring, " Will the committee agree to recom-
mend the substitute?" a motion was made by Mr. Blair to amend the

substitute by inserting the word "Pennsylvania" after the word "Ken-
tucky."
Which was not agreed to.

The question again recurring, "Will the committee agree to recom-
mend to tlie House of Representatives the adoption of the substitute for

the foregoing resolutions referred to this committee?" it was determined
in the aflirmative.

Ordered, That Hon. Luke P. Poland, chairman of the House branch
of this joint committee, report said substitute to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with the recommendation of this committee that said substi-

tute be adopted, in lieu of the resolutions of Mr. Beck and Mr. Stevenson.
On motion, the joint committee adjourned, to meet at the call of the

chairman.

Washington, D. C, Fehruary 10, 1872.

The joint select committee met i)ursuant to the call of the chairman.
Present, the chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Beck, Blair, Chandler,
Coburn, Lansing, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Stevenson, Van Trump,
Hanks, and Waddell.

On motion,
Ordered^ That the following official documents be printed with the

records of the committee:
Report of Colonel Lewis Merrill, commander of post at Yorkville,

South Carolina, relative to his operations in aid of the civil authorities.
Certificate of the clerk of the circuit court of the United States at

Columbia, South Carolina, giving number of indictments, &c., found at

the late term.

Certificate of the clerk of the circuit court of the TJnited States at
Columbia, South Carolina, giving an official copy of the presentment of
the grand jury at the late term.
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Eeport of the recent trials at Colmubia, South Carolina, for violations
of the acts of Congress of May 31, 1870, and April 20, 1871.

Eeport of the recent trials at Kaleigh, North Carolina, for violations
of the acts of Congress of May 31, 1870, and April 20, 1871.

Eeport of the superintendent of education of Mississippi, relative to
the destruction of school-houses, &c.
Eeport of Lieutenant Albpan Howe, relative to the condition of affairs

in Cleveland County, North Carolina.
On motion of Mr. Poland,

Ordered., That copies of the report prepared by the chairman, and the
appendix prepared by Mr. Stevenson, be printed for the use of th6
committee ; also, that the views of the minority, when prepared, shall

be printed in like manner and for the same purpose.
On motion,

The joint committee adjourned, to meet at the call of the chairman.

Washington, D. C, Fehniary 15, 1872. .

The joint select committee met pursuant to the call of the chairman.
Present, the chairman, , (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Beck, Blair, Chandler,
Coburn, Poland, Pool, Pratt, Eice, Stevenson, and Van Trump.
Mr. Stevenson, from the sub-committee on debts and election laws of

the late insurrectionary States, made report to the joint select committee.
The chairman (Mr. Scott) submitted copy of a report on the condition

of affairs in the late insurrectionary States, including the report of Mr.
Stevenson, from the sub-committee on debts and election laws, just
made to the joint select committee, as an ai^pendix.

On motion of Mr. Poland,
Ordered., That the clerk of the committee be directed to hand to each

member of the committee a copy of the report and appendix just
submitted.

On motion of Mr. Poland,
The further consideration of the report and appendix was postponed

until the next meeting of the committee.
On motion.

The joint select committee adjourned, to meet at 11 o'clock a. m. on
Saturday next.

Washington, D. C, February 17, 1872.

The joint select committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present,
the chairman, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Chandler,
Coburn, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Pratt, Eice, Scofield, Stevenson,
Hanks, and Waddell.
Mr. Stevenson, from the sub-committee on debts and election laws of

the insurrectionary States, submitted a revised printed report of said
sub-committee to the joint select committee.
Whereupon,

On motion of Mr. Poland,
Said report was accepted by the joint select committee.
The chairman (Mr. Scott) submitted a printed general report, includ

ing the report of the sub-committee on debts and election laws as an
appendix. *

40 KK
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Wliereupon,
Ou motion of Mr. Poland,

Said general report and appendix were adopted as the report of the
joint select committee to inquire into the condition of the late insurrec-

tionary States.

Ordered, That the chairman of the joint committee on the part of the
Senate, (Mr. Scott,) and the chairman of the joint committee on the
part of the House of Eei)resentatives, (Mr. Poland,) be requested to

submit the report jnst adopted to the Senate and House ot Representa-

tives, respectively, as the report of this joint committee ; also, to sub-

mit with said report copies of the testimony taken by the committee in

the city of Washington, and by the subcommittee in the State of South
Carolina, in July, 1871.

A motion was made by Mr. Chandler that the chairman of the joint

committee on the part of the Senate, (Mr. Scott,) and the chairman of

the joint committee on the part of the House of Eepresentatives, (Mr.

Poland,) be requested to offer in the Senate and House, respectively, a
*

concurrent resolution authorizing the printing of forty thousand extra

-coi^ies of the report of the joint committee, ten thousand of said copies

for the use of the Senate, and thirty thousand of said copies for the use

of the House of Representatives.

On the question, " Will the committee agree to the motion? " a motion

was made by Mr. Rice to amend the motion by adding as follows : "And
five thousand extra copies of all the testimony taken by the committee,

fifteen hundred of said copies for the use of the Senate, and thirty-five

hundred of said copies for the use of the House of Representatives ;

"

which was agreed to. - .

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

The chairman (Mr. Scott) submitted for the consideration of the

committee the copy of a bill to be submitted to Congress, as indicated

in the report of the committee, as follows

:

^' Beit enacted by the Seriate and House of Eepresentatives of tJie United

States of America in Congress assembled, That the provisions of the fourth

section of the act approved April twenty, one thousand eight hundred
and seventy-one, entitled 'An act to enforce the provisions of the

fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of- the United States, and
for other purposes,' shall continue in force until the end of the next

regular session of Congress."
Whereupon a motion was nuide by Mr. Chandler that the chairman

of this Committee on the part of the Senate, (Mr. Scott,) and the chair-

man of this committee on the part of the House of Representatives, (Mr.

Poland,) submit said bill in the Senate and House, respectively, and, in

behalf of this committee, recouamend that it be enacted into a law.

Ou the question " Will the committee agree to the motion ? " the yeas

and nays were required, and were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Chandler, Coburii, Maynard, Poland, Pool, Pratt,

Rice, Scotield, Stevenson, and Scott, (chairman)—10.

IS^AYS—IVIessrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Hanks, and Waddell—5.

So the ([uestion was determined in the aftirmative.

A motion was made by Mr. Maynard that when the committee
adjourns, it will adjourn to meet at io o'clock a. m. on Monday next

;

which was agreed to.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Chandler,

The committee adjourned.
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Washington, D. C, Fehruary 19, 1872.

Tlie committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, the chair-

man, (Mr. Scott,) Messrs. Bayard, Beck, Blair, Coburn, Cox, Maynard,
Pohmd, Pool, Pratt, Eice, Eobinson, Scofield, Stevenson, Van Trumjl,

Hanks, and Waddell.
A motion was made by Mr. Stevenson that the sub-committee on

debts and election laws of the late insurrectionary States have leave to

print, with the testimony, such additional manuscript official reports

received by them as, in the judgment of said committee, may be deemed
expedient; which was agreed to.

On motion.
The comnyttee adjourned to meet at the call of the chairman.
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